Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


■/Google 


■/Google 


■/Google 


■/Google 


EEPOKT 


JOINT    COMMITTEE 


THE  CONDUCT  OF  THE  WAR, 


SECOND  SESSION  THIRTY-EIGHTH  CONSRESS. 


BHEEMAN— JOHNSTON. 
LIGHT-DRAUGHT  MONITORS. 
MASSACRE  OP  THE  CHEXENNE  INDIANS. 
ICE  CONTRACTS, 
EOSECKANS'S  CAMPAIGNS, 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


WASHINGTON: 

VBRNMENT    PHINTIiVGi    OFFICE. 
1865. 


./Google 


In  ths  SeKatE  oy  the  UMTED  States,  Febmaiy  HO,  1935. 
BsMtesd  Jy  <Se  Sesoie  0/  the  UniUd  Slates,  (the  House  of  EBpresfntaUvoa  eononrring.)  That  to  order  10 
enable  the  Jotal  CommlCtes  ou  tho  Gondnct  of  tlie  War  lo  eooipkte  ttielr  InTeatJealtenB  of  cert^o  Importnnt 
mattBM  now  before  Ihom,  ana  which  IHey  ha^a  not  been  able  to  complete,  by  reason  of  Inabilily  to  obtain 

CengreEB,  and  lo  place  tlietr  leEttauoD}'  and  reports  In  the  bauds  of  tbe  Secretary  of  Ibe  Senate. 
Eeeoliied  fiirlher,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  SeaatBle  hetebj  directed  10  cbohc  to  be  printed  of  tbe  reports 

the  Senate  anH  ten  thousand  copies  for  the  nae  of  the  HoUBe  of  ReprcBentaliven. 

J.  W.  POItMEY,  Secrelari/. 


HoDSE  OF  Eephesiktjtives  op  the  United  Stat 


By  CLINTON  LLOYD,  Oii^fCl 


SENirE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  March  2,  1865. 
J.  W.  rOESfGV,   eecrelarn. 


./Google 


SHEBMAX— JOHNSTON. 


Testimony  of  Major   General    William    T.    Sherman. 

Washington,  Ma^  22,  18G5. 
Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  chairman  ; 

Question.  What  is  your  rank  in  the  army  f 

Answer,  I  am  a  majar  general  in  the  regular  army. 

Question.  Aa  your  negotiation  with  the  rebel  general  Johnston,  in  relation  to 
his  surrender,  has  been  the  subject  of  much  public  comment,  the  committee 
desire  yon  to  state  all  the  facte  and  circumstances  in  regard  to  it  that  you  deem 
of  public  interest,  or  which  you  wish  the  pnblie  to  know. 

Answer,  On  the  I5th  day  of  April  last  I  was  at  Raleigh,  in  command  of  an 
army  composed  of  three  armies— the  army  of  the  Ohio,  the  armyof  the  Cumber- 
land, and  the  army  of  the  Tennessee.  My  enemy  was  General  Joseph  E,  John- 
Bton,  of  the  confederate  army,  who  commanded  about  60,000  men  retreating 
a)ong  the  railroad  from  Raleigh,  by  Hillsborough,  Greens  borough,  Salisbury,  and 
Charlotte.  I  commenced  pursuit  by  crossing  the  curve  of  that  road  in  the  di- 
rection of  Ashborough  and  Charlotte.  After  the  head  of  my  column  had  crossed 
the  Cape  Fear  river  at  Aven's  ferry,  I  received  a  communication  from  General 
Jobnston  and  answered  it ;  copies  of  which  I  sent  promptly  to  the  War  De- 
partment, with  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  follows ; 

"  HeAD1J¥AIITEK3  MlLlTARK  DIVISION  OS  THK  MISSISSIPPI, 

"  In  tlie  Field,  Ealeigk,  North  Oardina,  April  15,  1865. 

"  I  Bend  copies  of  a  correspondence  begim  with  General  Johnntoii,  wliioh,  I  think,  will 
be  followed  by  teims  of  capitulation.  I  will  grant  the  same  terms  as  General  Qront  gava 
General  Lee,  and  be  careful  not  to  complicate  any  poiata  of  civil  policy. 

"  Xf  any  cavalry  has  sterted  towai'ds  me,  caution  them  tliat  tbey  Bust  be  prepared  to 
find  our  work  done.  It  is  Dow  raining  in  torrents,  and  I  sball  await  General  Johnston's 
reply  bere,  and  will  prepare  to  meat  hlra  in  person  at  Chapel  Hill. 

■'  I  have  invited  Governor  Vaooe  to  return  to  Rali-igh  with  the  civil  officers  of  his  State. 
I  have  rout  eK-Governor  Grftham,  Mr,  Badger,  Moote,  Holden,  and  others,  all  of  wb'im 
agree  that  the  war  is  over,  and  that  the  States  of  (he  south  must  resume  their  allegiance 
subject  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  Congress,  and  must  euhmit  to  the  national  arms. 
This  gi'eat  foot  once  admitted,  all  the  details  are  eEisy  of  arrangement. 

"  W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 

"  General  U.  S.  Ghakt  and  Secretary  of  War." 

I  met  General  Johnston,  in  person,  at  a  house  five  miles  from  Durham  Sta- 
tion, under  a  flag  of  truce.  After  a  few  preliminary  remarks,  he  said  to  me 
that,  since  Lee  liad  surrendered  his  army  at  Appomattox  Court  House,  of 
which  he  had  just  been  advised,  he  looked  upon  further  opposition  by  him  as  the 
greatest  possible  of  crimes ;  that  he  wanted  to  know  whether  I  could  make  him 
any  geneial  concessions — anything  by  which  he  conld  maintain  hia  hold  and 
control  of  his  army,  and  prevent  its  scattering ;  anything  to  satisfy  the  great 
yearning  of  their  people ;  if  so,  he  thought  we  could  arrange  terms  satisfactory 
to  both  parties.     He  wanted  to  embrace  the  condition  and  fate  of  all  the  armies 
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of  the  southern  coiifetleracy  to  the  Eio  Grande ;  to  make  one  job  of  it,  as  he 
termed  it.  I  asked  him  where  his  powers  ivere ;  whether  he  could  command 
and  control  the  fate  of  all  the  armies  to  the  Rio  Grande?  He  answered  that 
he  thought  he  could  obtain  the  power,  hut  he  did  not  possess  it  at  that  moment. 
He  did  not  know  where  Mr.  Davis  was,  but  he  tboughtif  I  could  give  him  time 
he  could  iind  Mr.  Breckinridge,  whose  oiders  woald  be  obeyed  everywhere,  and 
he  could  pledge  to  me  his  personal  faith  that  whatever  he  undertook  to  do 
■would  he  done. 

I  had  had  frequent  correspondence  with  the  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  General  Hallcck,  and  with  General 
Grant ;  and  the  genera!  impression  left  upon  my  mind  was  that  if  a  settlement 
could  be  made  consistent  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  laws  of 
Congress,  and  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  they  would  be  not  only  willing 
but  pleased  thus  to  terminate  the  war  by  one  single  stroke  of  the  pen, 

I  needed  time  to  finish  the  railroad  from  the  Neuse  bridge  up  to  Raleigh, 
and  tiiought  I  could  put  in  four  or  five  days'  good  time  in  making  repau's  to  my 
road,  even  if  I  had  to  send  the  propositions  to  Washington.  I  therefore  con- 
sented to  delay  twenty-four  hours  to  enable  General  Johnston  to  procure  what 
would  satisfy  me  as  to  his  authority  and  ability,  as  a  military  man,  to  do  what 
he  undertook  to  do.  I  therefore  consented  to  meet  him  the  next  day,  the  17th, 
at  IS,  noon,  at  the  same  place. 

We  did  meet  again.  After  a  general  interchange  of  courtesies  he  remarked 
that  be  was  then  prepared  to  satisfy  mc  that  he  could  fulfil  the  terms  of  our 
conversation  of  the  day  before.  He  then  asked  me  what  I  was  willing  to  do. 
I  told  him,  in  the  first  place,  that  I  could  not  deal  with  anybody  except  men  re- 
cognized by  us  as  "belligerents,"  because  no  military  man  could  go  beyond 
that  fact.  The  Attorney  General  has  since  so  decided,  and  every  man  of  com- 
mon sense  ao  understood  it  before;  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  on  that 
point.  As  to  the  men  and  ofScers  composing  the  confederate  armies.  I  told  him 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  a  published  proclamation,  had 
enabled  every  man  in  the  southern  confederate  ai-my  of  the  rank  of  colonel  and 
under  to  procure  and  obtain  amnesty  by  simply  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  United  States,  and  agreeing  to  go  to  his  home  and  live  m  peace.  The 
terms  of  General  Grant  to  GeuemI  Lee  extended  the  same  principles  to  officers  of 
the  rank  of  brigadier  general  and  upwards,  including  the  highest  officer  in  the 
confederate  army,  viz..  General  Lee,  the  commander-in-chief.  I  was,  therefore, 
willing  to  proceed  with  him  upon  the  same  principles. 

Then  a  eourersation  arose  as  to  what  form  of  government  they  were  to  have  in 
the  south.  Were  the  States  there  to  be  dissevered ;  and  were  the  people  to  be 
denied  representation  in  Congress  1  Were  the  people  there  to  be,  in  the  com- 
mon language  of  the  people  of  the  south,  slaves  to  the  people  of  the  north  1 
Of  course  I  said  "  No  ;  we  desire  that  you  shall  regain  your  position  as  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  free  and  eqaal  to  us  in  all  respects,  and  with  representa- 
tion, upon  the  condition  of  submission  to  the  lawful  authority  of  the  United 
States  as  defined  by  the  Constitution,  the  United  States  courts,  and  the  authori- 
ties of  the  United  States  supported  by  those  courts." 

He  then  remarked  to  me  that  General  Breckinridge,  a  major  general  in  the 
confederat*  arrny,  was  near  by,  and  if  I  had  no  objection  he  would  like  to  have 
him  present.  I  recalled  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  1  had  on  the  day  before 
explained  to  him  that  any  negotiations  between  us  must  be  confined  to  belli- 
gerents. He  replied  that  he  understood  that  perfectly.  "  But,"  said  he,  "  Breck- 
inridge, whom  you  do  not  know,  save  by  public  rumor,  as  the  Secretary  of  War, 
s,  in  fact,  a  mnjor  general;  I  give  you  my  word  for  that.  Have  you  any  ob- 
jection to  his  being  pi-esent  as  a  major  general  V  I  replied,  "  I  have  no  objection 
to  any  military  officer  you  desire  being  present  as  a  pait  of  your  personal  staff." 
I,  myself.  Lad  my  own  of&cers  near  me  at  call. 
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Breckinwdge  came,  a  strauger  to  me,  whom  I  had  never  spolten  to,  in  my  life, 
and  be  joined  in  the  conversation.  Whilst  that  convcrsatioa  was  being  carried 
on,  a  courier  arrived  and  handed  General  Johnston  a  package  of  papers.  He 
and  Breekinriclge  sat  down  and  looked  over  them  for  Bome  time,  and  put  them 
away  in  their  pockets.  What  they  were  I  know  not;  hut  one  was  a  slip  of 
paper,  written,  as  General  Johnston  told  me,  by  Mr.  Ueagan,  postmaster  general 
of  the  aoathern  confederacy.  They  seemed  to  talk  about  it  sotlo  voce,  and  finally 
handed  it  to  me ;  I  glanced  over  it.  It  was  preceded  by  a  preamble,  and  closed 
with  a  few  general  terms.     I  rejected  it  at  once. 

We  then  diecnased  matters — talked  about  slavery — talked  about  everything. 
There  was  a  universal  assent  that  slavery  .was  as  dead  a^  anything  could  be; 
that  it  was  one  of  the  issues  of  the  war,  long  since  determined;  and  even 
General  Johnston  laughed  at  the  folly  of  the  confederate  government  in  raising 
negro  soldiers,  whereby  they  gave  us  all  the  points  of  the  case.  I  told  them 
that  slavery  had  been  treated  by  us  as  a  dead  institution;  first  by  one  class  of 
men  from  the  initiation  of  the  war,  and  then  from  the  date  of  the  emancipation 
proclamation  of  President  Lincoln,  and  finally  by  the  assent  of  all  the  parties. 

As  to  reconstruction,  I  told  them  I  did  not  know  what  the  views  of  the 
administration  were.  Mr.  Lincoln  up  to  that  time  had,  in  letters  and  by  tele- 
grama  to  me,  encouraged  me,  by  all  the  words  that  could  be  used  in  general 
terms,  to  believe  ia  not  only  his  willingness  but  his  desire  that  I  should  make 
terms  with  civil  authorities,  governors,  and  legislatures,  even  as  far  back  as  1863. 
It  then  occurred  to  me  that  I  might  write  off  some  general  propositions,  meaning  . 
little  or  meaning  much,  according  to  the  constrnction  of  parties,  what  I  would 
term  "glittering  generalities,"  and  send  them  to  Washington,  which  I  could  do 
in  four  days.  That  would  enable  the  new  President  to  give  me  a  clue  to  his 
policy  in  the  important  juncture  which  was  then  upon  us ;  for  the  war  was 
over — the  highest  militai-y  authorities  of  the  southern  confederacy  so  confessed 
to  me  openly,  unconcealedly,  and  repeatedly. 

I  therefore  drew  up  that  memorandum  {which  has  been  published  to  the 
world)  for  the  purpose  of  referring  it  to  the  proper  executive  authority  of  the 
United  States,  and  enabling  him  to  define  to  me  what  I  might  promise,  simply 
to  cover  the  pride  of  the  southern  men,  who  thereby  became  subordinate  to  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  civil  and  military.  I  made  no  concessions  to  General 
Johnston's  army,  or  the  troops  under  his  direction  and  immediate  control.  And 
if  any  concessions  were  made  in  those  general  terms,  they  were  made  because  I 
then  believed,  and  I  now  believe,  they  would  have  delivered  into  the  hands  of 
the  United  States  the  absolute  control  of  every  confederate  officer  and  soldier, 
all  their  muster-rolls,  and  all  their  arms.  It  would  save  us  all  the  incidental 
expenses  resulting  from  the  military  occupation  of  that  country  by  provost 
marshals,  provost  guards,  military  govemora,  and  all  the  machinery  by  which 
alone  military  power  can  reach  the  people  of  a  civilized  country.  It  would  have 
surrendered  to  us  the  armies  of  Dick  Taylor  and  Kirby  Smith,  both  of  them 
capable  of  doing  infinite  mischief  to  us  by  exhausting  the  resources  of  tlie  whole 
country  upon  which  we  were  to  depend  for  the  future  extinguishment  of  our 
debt,  forced  upon  us  by  their  wrongful  and  rebellious  conduct. 

I  never  designed  to  shelter  a  human  being  fi-om  any  liability  incurred  in  con- 
sequence of  past  eats  to  the  civil  tribunals  of  our  country.  And  I  do  not  be- 
lieve a  fair  and  manly  interpretation  of  my  terms  can  so  construe  them,  for  the 
words  "  United  States  courts,"  "  United  States  authorities,"  "  limitations  of 
executive  power"  occur  in  every  paragraph. 

And  if  they  seemingly  yield  terms  better  than  the  pnblic  woiild  desire  to  be 
given  to  the  southern  people,  if  studied  clearly  and  well  it  wiU  be  found  that 
there  is  an  absolute  submission  on  their  part  to  the  government  of  the  United 
Slates,  either  through  its  executive,  legislative,  or  judicial  authorities. 

Every  step  in  the  progress  of  those  negotiations  was  i-eported  punctually, 
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clearly,  and  fully  by  tlie  most  rapid  means  of  commuiii cation  tliat  I  had.  And 
yet  I  neglected  not  one  single  precaution  necessary  to  reap  tte  full  benefits  of 
my  position  in  case  tbe  goyemmect  amended,  altered,  or  abeolntely  annnlled 
those  terms. 

As  tbese  matters  are  necessarily  mingled  with  the  military  history  of  the 
period,  I  wonid  like,  at  this  point,  to  submit  to  the  committee  my  official  report, 
which  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  proper  officer,  viz  :  General  Eawlinga,  chief 
of  staff  of  tbe  army  of  the  United  States,  since  about  the  12th  instant.  It  was 
made  by  me  at  Manchester,  Virginia,  after  I  had  returned  fi-om  Savannah, 
whither  I  went  to  open  up  the  Savaouah  river  and  reap  the  fruits  of  my  nego- 
tiations with  General  Johnston,  and  to  give  General  Wilson,  far  in  tlie  interior, 
a  safe  and  sui'e  base  from  which  he  conld  draw  the  necessary  supply  of  clothing 
and  food  for  his  command. 

It  was  only  after  I  had  fulfilled  all  this  that  I  learned,  for  the  first  time, 
through  the  public  press,  tha6  my  conduct  had  been  animadverted  upon,  not 
only  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  bat  by  General  Halleck  and  the  press  of  the 
country  at  large.  I  did  feel  hurt  and  wronged  that  Mr.  Stanton  coupled  with 
the  terms  of  my  memorandum,  confided  to  him,  a  copy  of  a  telegram  to  General 
Grant,  which  he  had  never  sent  to  me.  He  knew,  on  the  contrary,  that  when 
he  was  at  Savannah  that  I  had  negotiations  with  civil  parties  there,  for  he  was 
present  in  my  room  when  those  parties  were  conferring  with  me  ;  and  I  wrote 
him  a  letter  setting  forth  many  points  of  it,  in  which  I  said  I  aimed  to  mabo  a 
split  in  Jeff.  Davis's  dominions  by  segregating  Georgia  from  their  cause.  Those 
were  civil  negotiations ;  and  far-  from  being  discouraged  from  making  them,  I 
was  encouraged  by  Secretary  Stanton  himself  to  make  them. 

By  coupling  the  note  to  General  Grant  with  my  memorandum  he  gave  the 
world  fairly  and  clearly  to  infer  that  I  was  in  possession  of  it ;  now,  I  was 
not  in  possession  of  it;  and  I  have  reason  to  know  that  Mr,  Stantoa  knew  I 
was  not  in  possession  of  it. 

Next  met  me  General  Halleek's  telegram,  indorsed  by  Mr.  Stanton,  in  which 
they  publicly  avowed  an  act  of  pei-fidy,  namely,  the  violation  of  my  truce, 
which  I  had  a  right  to  make,  and  which  by  the  laws  of  war  and  by  the  laws  of 
Congress  is  punishable  by  death,  and  no  other  punishment. 

Next  they  ordered  an  army  to  pursue  my  enemy,  who  was  known  to  be  sur- 
rendering to  me,  in  the  presence  ot  General  Grant  himself,  their  superior  officer ; 
and,  finally,  they  sent  orders  to  General  Wilson  and  to  General  Thomas,  my 
subordinates,  acting  under  me  on  a  plan  of  the  most  magnificent  scale,  admirably 
executed,  to  defeat  my  orders  and  to  thwart  the  interests  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States. 

I  did  feel  indignant — I  do  feel  indignant.  As  to  my  own  honor,  I  can  protect 
it.  In  my  letter  of  the  15th  of  April  I  used  this  language :  "  I  have  invited 
Grovernor  Vance  to  return  to  Raleigh  with  the  civil  offieere  of  his  St^te."  I 
did  BO  because  President  Lincoln  had  himself  encouraged  me  to  a  similar  course 
with  the  governor  of  Georgia  when  I  was  in  Atlanta.  And  here  was  the  op- 
portunity which  the  Secretary  of  War  should  have  taken  to  put  me  on  my 
guard  against  making  lerms  with  civil  authorities,  if  such  were  tbe  settled 
policy  of  our  government.  Had  President  Lincoln  lived,  I  know  he  would 
have  sustained  me. 

The  following  is  my  report,  which  I  desire  to  have  incorporated  into  and 
made  part  of  my  testimony  : 

"HBADQuaaTERS  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

"  In  the  Field,  City  Point,  Va.,  May  9,  1865, 
"GENERAL:  My  last  ofSeial  report  brought  the  history  of  events,  aa  connected  with  the 
armies  in  thefield  subject  t«  my  immeiliate  command,  down  to  the  first  of  April,  when  the  army 
of  the  Ohio,  Major  General  J.  M.  Schofield  comnuaiding-,  lay  at  Goldsborough,  with  detaeh- 
mente  distiibuted  so  as  to  secure  and  cover  om-  routes  of  eommanication  and  supply  back  to 
the  sea  at  Wilmington  andMorehead  city ;  M^or  General  A.  H-Teiry,  with  Ibo  10th  corps,  bemg 
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at  TTaison's  dKpot.  The  army  of  tlip  Tennesaee,  Major  Gctmral  O.  O.  Howard  commanding, 
wasonKampfidto  tlia  front  and  eight  of  Goldsborough;  and  the  army  of  Georgia,  Major  General 
H.  W.  Slocarn  oonuoatifling,  to  its  left  and  front;  the  cavalry,  Brevet  Major  General  J.  Kil- 
p^ariok  cominsnding,  at  Monnt  Olive.  All  were  busy  in  repairing  the  wear  anti  tear  of  oar 
then  recent  hard  march  from  Savannah,  and  in  replenishing  clothing  and  stores  necesBary 
for  a  further  progress. 

"  I  bad  previoasly,  by  letter  and  in  person,  notified  the  lieutenant  general  commanding 
theai'roies  of  the  United  States,  that  the  JOthof  April  would  be  the  earliest  possible  moment 
jit  wbich  I  ooold  hope  to  have  all  things  in  readiness,  and  we  were  compelled  to  use  our  rail- 
roads to  the  very  highest  possible  limit  in  order  to  fulfil  that  promise.  Owing  to  a  mistake 
in  the  railroad  department  in  sending  locomotivea  and  cars  of  the  five-foot  gau^,  we  were 
limited  to  the  use  of  the  few  locomotives  and  cara  of  the  four-foot  eight  and  a  half  inch  gauge, 
-  already  in  North  Carolina,  with  such  of  the  old  stock  as  was  cap  tured  by  Major  General  Terry  at 
Wilmington  and  on  his  way  up  to  Goldaborough;  jetsuchjudiciouBuse  was  made  of  them,  and 
such  industij  displayed  in  the  railroacl  management  by  Generals  Easton  and  Becknith,  and 
Colonel  Wright  and  Mr.  Van  Dyne,  that  by  the  10th  of  April  our  men  were  all  re-clad,  the 
wagons  reloaded,  and  a  fair  amonnt  of  forage  accumulated  ahead. 

"  In  the  mean  dme  Major  General  Geoi^  Stoneman,  in  command  of  a  division  of  cavalry, 
operating  from  East  Termessee,  in  connexion  with  Major  General  George  H.  Thomas,  m 

pursuance  of  my  orders  of ,  had  reached  the  nulroad  about  Greenaborough,  N.  C., 

and  had  made  sad  havoc  with  it;  and  had  pnshed  along  it  to  Salisbtiry,  destroying  en  route 
bridges,  culverts,  depoM,  and  all  kinds  of  rebel  supplies,  and  had  extended  the  breach  in  the 
milroad  down  to  the  Catawba  bridge.  This  was  fatal  to  the  hostile  armies  of  Lee  and 
Johnston,  who  depended  on  that  road  for  supplies  and  aa  tlieir  ultimate  line  of  retreat.  Brevet 
M^or  General  Wilson,  also  in  command  of  the  cavalry  corps  organized  by  himself  tinder 

Special  Field  Orders  No.  ,  of ,  18fi4,  at  GayleaviEe,  Alabama,  had  started 

from  the  neighborhood  of  Decatur  and  Florence,  Alabama,  and  moved  straight  into  the  heart 
of  Alabama,  on  a  route  prescribed  ibr  General  Thomas  after  he  had  defeated  General  Hood 
at  Nashville,  Tennesaee ;  but  the  roads  being  too  heavy  for  infantry.  General  Thomas  had 
devolved  the  duty  on  that  moat  energetic  young  cavalry  officer  General  Wilson,  who,  imbued 
with  the  proper  apiiit,  has  struck  one  of  the  best  blows  of  the  war  at  the  waaiing  atrength  of 
the  confederacy.  Hia  route  was  one  never  before  tonched  by  our  troops,  and  affoided  him 
abundant  supplies  as  long  as  he  was  in  motion,  viz.,  by  Tuscaloosa,  Selma,  Montgomery, 
Columbus,  and  Macon.  Though  in  communication  with  him,  Ihave  not  been  able  to  receive 
a?  yet  his  fall  and  det^led  I'eports,  which  will  in  due  time  be  published  and  appreciated. 

' '  Lieutenant  General  Grant  also,  in  iimnediate  command  of  the  armies  about  Richmond, 
had  taken  the  initiative  in  that  magnificent  campaign,  which,  in  less  than  ten  days,  completed 
the  evacuation  of  Richmond,  and  resulted  in  the  destruction  and  surrender  of  the  entire  rebel 
army  of  Virginia,  under  the  command  of  General  Lee.  The  news  of  the  battles  about  Peters- 
burg reached  me  at  Goldshorough  on  the  6th  of  April.  Up  to  that  time  my  purpose  was  to 
move  rapidly  northwaid,  feigning  on  Ealeigh,  and  striking  straight  for  BmTtesville,  thereby 
interposing  between  Johnston  and  Lee.  But  the  anspicious  events  in  Virginia  had  changed 
the  whole  military  problem,  and,  in  the  expressive  language  of  Lieutenant  General  Grant,  the 
"confederate  armies  of  Lee  and  Johnston  became  the  strategic  points."  General  Grant  was 
fully  able  to  take  care  of  the  former,  and  my  task  was  to  destroy  or  capture  the  latter. 

"  Johnston  at  the  time,  April  6,  had  his  army  well  in  hand  about  Smithfield,  interposing 
between  me  and  Ealeigh.  I  esUmated  his  infantry  and  avKllery  at  thirty-five  thousand, 
(35,000,)  and  his  cavalry  from  six  to  ten  thousand,  (B,000  to  10,000.)  He  was  superior  to 
me  in  cavaliy,  so  that  I  held  General  Kilpatriek  in  reserve  at  Mount  Olive,  with  ordera  to 
recruit  his  horses  and  be  ready  to  make  a  sudden  and  rapid  march  on  the  lOtn  of  April. 

"At  daybreak  on  the  day  appointed,  all  the  heads  of  columns  were  in  motion  strtught 
against  the  enemy !  Major  General  H.  W.  Slocum  taking  the  twodirectroada  for  Smithfield ; 
Major  Genei'al  O.  0.  Howard  making  a  circuit  by  the  right,  and  feigning  np  the  Weldon 
road  to  disconcert  the  enemy's  cavalry ;  Generals  Terry  and  Kilpatriek  moving  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Neuse  river,  and  to  reach  the  rear  of  the  enemy  between  Smithfield  and  Raleie^h. 
General  Schofield  followed  General  Slocnm  in  support.  All  Uie  columns  met,  within  six  (6) 
miles  of  Goldsborough,  more  or  less  cavalry,  withthensnalrail  barricades,  which  were  swept 
before  ua  aa  chaff;  and  by  10  a.  m.  of  the  Uth,  the  14tb  corps  entered  Smithfield,  the  20th 
corps  close  at  hand.  Johnston  had  rapidly  retreated  across  the  Nease  river,  and,  having  his 
railroad  to  lighten  op  bis  trains,  uouid  retreat  faster  than  we  could  pursue.  The  rains  had 
also  set  in,  making  the  resort  to  corduroy  absolutely  necessary  to  pass  even  ambulances.  The 
enemy  had  burned  the  bridge  at  Smithfield,  and  as  soon  as  possible  Major  General  Slocum 
got  up  his  pontoons  and  crossed  over  a  division  of  the  14th  corps. 

"wo  then  heard  of  the  surrender  of  Lee's  army  at  Appomattox  C.  H.,  Virginia,  which  was 
announced  to  the  armies  in  Orders,  and  created  universal  joy.  Not  an  ofiioer  or  soldier  of 
my  armies  but  expressed  a  pride  and  satisfaedon  that  it  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  armies  of  the  Po- 
tomac and  James  so  gloriously  to  overwhelm  and  capture  the  entire  army  that  had  held  them 
in  cheek  ao  long;  and  their  aucoeas  gave  now  impulse  to  finish  mp  our  task. 

"  Without  a  moment's  hesitation  we  dropped  our  trains,  and  marched  rapidly  in  pursuit  (« 
and  through  Ealeigh,  reaching  that  place  at  7.30   a.  m.  on  the  13th,  in  a  lieavy.jain.     '^'■' 
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next  da;  tbe  cavalry  puslied  on  throngli  tlierajn  to  Dnrham's  Station,  the  ISth  corps  foUo wing 
aa  fai  as  Monisville  Station,  and  tlie  ITth.  corps  to  Jones's  Station.  Oa  tlie  sapposition  that 
Johnston  was  lied  t«  hia  I'ailroad,  as  a  line  of  retreat  by  Hillsborough,  Gi'eensboiough,  Salis- 
buiy,  and  Charlotte,  &o,,  I  had  turned  the  other  colnmns  across  the  bend  of  that  road  towards 
Ashborough.— (See  General  Field  Orders  No.  55. )  The  eavahy,  Breret  Major  General  J.  Kil- 
patrick  coinmanijing,  was  ordered  to  keep  up  a  show  of  pursuit  towarits  the  '  Company's 
Shops',  in  Alamance  conn^.  Major  General  O.  O.  Howard  to  turn  to  Ihe  left!^  Hackney's 
Crossroads,  Pittsborough,  St.  Lawrence,  and  Ashborough;  Major  General  H.  W.  Slocnm  to 
cross  Cape  Feai'  liver  at  Aven's  ferry,  anfl  move  rapidly  by  Caithage,  Caledonia,  and  Cox's 
Mills.  M^OT  General  J.  M.  Schoneld  was  to  hold  Baleigh  and  the  road  back,  aai  with 
his  spare  force  to  follow  an  internnediaCe  route. 

"  By  the  15th,  though  the  rains  were  incessant  and  roads  almostimpracticable,  Major  Gen- 
eral Siacum  had  the  14tli  corps,  Brevet  Major  General  Davis  cominanding,  near  Uai'tha's 
Vineyartl,  with  a  pontoon  bridge  laid  across  Cape  Fear  river  at  Aven's  ferry,  with  the  aoth 
eoips,  Major  General  Mower  commanding,  in  support ;  and  Major  General  Howard  had  the 
15th  and  ITth  corps  stretched  out  on  the  roads  towards  Pittsborough,  while  General  Kiipaldck 
held  Ihuham  Station  and  Chapel  Uill  Univei'sity.  Johnston's  army  was  retreating  rapidly 
ori  the  rofids  iiom  IQllsborougn  to  Greensborongh,  he  himself  at  Gieensborough. 

"  Although  out  ot  place  as  to  tune,  I  here  invite  all  military  critics  who  study  the  problems 
of  war  to  take  their  maps  and  compare  the  position  of  my  army  on  the  ]5tb  and  16th  of 
April,  with  that  of  General  Halleck  about  Burkesville  and  Petersburg,  Virginia,  on  the  26tli 
of  April,  when,  according  to  Ms  telegram  to  Secretary  Stanton,  ho  oMred  Ur  relieve  me  of  the 
task  of  cutting  off  Johnston's  retreat.  Major  General  Stonemaa  at  the  time  was  at  States- 
ville,  and  Johnston's  only  line  of  retreat  was  by  Salisbuiy  and  Charlotte.  It  may  be  that 
Gleneral  Hslleck's  troops  can  outmarch  mine,  hut  there  ia  nothing  in  their  past  history  to 
show  it.  Or  it  may  be  that  General  Halleck  can  inspire  hia  troops  with  more  energy  o(  ae- 
(jon.  I  doubt  that  also,  save  and  escept  in  this  single  instance,  when  he  knew  the  enemy 
was  ready  lo  surrender  or  'disperse,'  as  advised  by  letter  of  April  18,  addressed  to  him  when 
chief  of  staff  at  Washingfon  city,  and  dehvered  at  Washington  by  Migor  Hi(«hco<i,  of  my 
army. 

"  Thus  matters  stood  at  ihe  time  I  received.  General.  Johnston's  first  letter  and  made  aij 
answer  of  April  14,  copies  of  which  .were  sent  with,  all  expedition  to  ^Lieutenant  General 
Grant  and  the  Seo»etary  of  "War,  with  my  letter  of  April  15.  I, agreed  to  meet  General 
Johnston,  in  person,  at  a  point  intermediate  between  our  pickets,  on  the  17th  at  noon,  pro- 
vided the  position  of  the  troths  remained  utata  juo.  I  was  both  willing  and  anxious  thus  to 
consume  a  few  days,  as  it  would  enable  Colonel  Wright  to  finish  our  railroad  to  Raleigh. 
Two  bridges  had  to  be  built  and  twelve  miles  of  new  road  made.  We  had  no  iron  except  by 
takingnp  that  on  the  branch  from  GoldshorouRh  to  Weldon.  Instead  of  losing  by  time,  Igainea 
in  every  way,  for  every  hoar  of  delay  possible  was  required  to  reconstrnet  the  railroad  to  our 
rear,  and  improve  the  condition  of  our  wagon  roads  to  the  front,  so  desirable  in  case  the  ne- 
go^atious  ftuled,  and  we  be  forced  to  make  the  race  of  near  two  hundred  miles  to  bead  off  or 
catch  Johnsbm,  then  retreating  towards  Charlotte. 

"  ' '  "    in  of  the  day  appointed  I  met  General  Johnston  for  the  first  dme  in  my  hfe,  al- 


thongh  we  had  been  escKanging  shots  constantly  since  May,  1863,  Our  interview  was  fiank 
and  soldierlike,  and  he  gave  me  to  understand  that  fui-tber  war  ou  the  part  of  the  confederate 
troops  waa  folly ;  that  '  the  cause'  was  lost,  end  that  every  life  sacrificed  afler  the  surrender  of 
Lee's  army  was  the  highest  possible  crime.  He  admitted  that  the  t^rms  conceded  to  General 
Lee  were  magnanimous  and  all  he  could  ask ;  but  he  did  want  some  general  conoessions  that 
would  enable  him  to  allay  the  natural  fears  and  ansiefies  of  bis  foUowera,  and  enable  him  lo 
m^ntain  his  control  over  them  until  they  could  be  got  back  to  the  neighborhood  of  their 
homes,  thereby  saving  the  State  of  North  Carolina  the  devastation  inevitably  to  result  from 
turning  bis  men  loose  and  unprovided  on  the  spot,  and  our  piusiiit  across  ihe  State.  He  also 
wanted  to  embrace  in  the  same  general  proposition  the  fate  of  all  t^e  confederate  armies  that 
remained  in  existence,  I  never  made  any  concession  as  to  bis  own  army,  or  assumed  to  deal 
finally  and  authoritatively  in  regard  to  any  other.  But  it  did  occur  to  me  that  there  was  pre- 
aenled  a  chance  for  peace  that  might  be  deemed  valuable  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  and  was  at  least  worthy  the  few  days  that  would  be  consumed  inreference.  To  push 
an  army  whoso  commander  had  so  frankly  and.  honestly  confessed  his  inabiUfry  to  cope  with 
me  were  cowardly  and  unworthy  the  brave  men  I  led.  Inasmuch  as  General  Johnston  did 
not  feel  antboriEed  to  pledge  his  power  over  the  armies  in  Texas,  we  adjourned  to  meet  tlie 
next  day  at  noon. 

"I  returned  to  Baleigh  and  conferred  freely  with  all  my  general  oificors,  every  one  of 
whom  ui^ed  me  to  conclude  terms  that  might  accomplish  so  complete  and  desirable  an 
end.  All  dreaded  the  weary  and  laborioua  march  after  a  fugitive  and  dissolving  army  back 
towards  Georgia,  over  the  very  country  where  we  had  toiled  so  long.  There  was  but  one 
opinion  expressed,  and  if  contrary  ones  were  entertained,  they  were  withheld  or  indulged  in 
only  by  that  class  who  shun  the  tight  and  the  march,  but  are  loudest,  bravest  and  fiercest 
when  danger  is  past. 

"I  again  met  General  Johnston  on  the  18(h,  and  we  renewed  the  conversation.  He 
satisiied  nic  then  of  his  jtotner  lo  disband  the  rebel  armies  in  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana, 
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and  Texas,  as  well  asfioseiu  his  immediaCe  commacS,  via.,  Nortli  Carolina,  Soalh  Cacolfna, 
Georgia  and  Florida.  The  points  on  whiub  he  espreased  especial  Bolicitnde  were  lest  their 
States  were  to  be  dismenibeted,  and  denied  repMsentadon  in  Congress,  or  any  aepaiale 
political  exislance  whatever;  and  tbe  absolute  disamiing  his  menwonld  leave  the  south 
powerless  and  exposed  to  depredations  bj  wicked  bands  of  assaesinB  and  robhera. 

"The  President's  (Lincoln's)  mess^  of  18641  Ws  amnesty  proclamation!  General 
Grant's  terms  to  General  Lee,  sobstantialiy  extending  the  benefit  of  fliat  proclamation  to  all 
offieera  above  the  rank  of  colonel;  the  invitation  to  the  Virginia  legislature  to  reassemble 
in  Eichmond  by  General  Weitael,  with  the  supposed  fwprolial  ol'  Mr.  Lincoln  and  General 
Grant,  then  on  the  spot ;  a  firm  belief  that  I  had  been  fighting  to  reestablish  the  Constitn- 
tion  of  the  United  States  ;  and  last,  but  not  least,  the  general  and  universal  desire  to  close  a, 
war  any  longer  without  organized  resistance,  were  the  leading  fafcts  that  induced  me  to  pen 
the  '  memorandum'  of  April  15,  signed  by  myself  and  General  Johnston.  It  was  dsai^ed 
to  be,  and  so  eipreased  on  ita  face,  as  a  mere  '  hasis'  for  i-eference  to  the  President  ol  the 
United  States  and  constitutional  commander-in-chief,  to  enahle  him,  if  he  chose,  at  one  blow 
to  dissipate  the  military  power  of  the  confederacy,  which  had  threatened  the  national  safety 
for  years.  It  admitted  of  modification,  alteration  and  change.  It  had  no  appearance  of  an 
ultimatum,  and  hy  no  false  reasoning  can  it  be  construed  into  a  nsnrpation  of  power  on 
my  part.  I  have  my  opinion  on  the  questions  involved,  '  and  will  stand  by  the  memoran- 
dum ;'  but  this  forms  no  port  of  a  mililary  report. 

"  Immediately  on  my  return  to  Ralragh,  I  despatched  one  of  my  staff,  Miyoi  Hil<:hcocli, 
to  Washington,  enjoining  him  to  be  most  prudent  and  careful  to  avoid  the  spies  and  inform- 
ers that  would  be  sure  to  infest  him  by  the  way,  and  to  say  nothing  to  anybody  until  the 
President  could  make  known  to  me  his  feelings  and  wishes  in  the  matter. 

"  The  newa  of  President  Lincoln's  assassination,  on  the  14th  of  April,  (wrongly  reported 
to  me  by  telegraph  as  having  occurred  on  the  11th,)  reached  me  on  the  17th,  and  was  an- 
nounced to  my  command  on  the  same  day,  in  Field  Orders  No.  56.  I  wM  duly  impressed 
with  its  horrible  atioeity  and  probahle  effect  on  the  country.  But  when  the  property  and 
interests  of  millions  still  living  wei'e  involved,  I  saw  no  good  reason  why  to  change  ro^ 
course,  hnt  thought  rather  io  manifest  real  respect  for  his  memory  by  following,  after  his 
death,  that  policy  which,  if  living,  I  feit  certain  he  would  have  approved,  or  at  least  not  re- 
jected with  disdain. 

"Up  to  that  hour  I  had  never  received  one  word  of  instmction,  advice  or  counsel  as  to 
the  plan  or  policy  ofgovernment  looking  to  a  restoration  of  peace  on  the  part  of  the  rebel 
States  of  the  aonth,  whenever  asked  for  an  opinion  on  the  points  involved,  I  had  always 
evaded  the  sulaect.     My  letter  to  the  mayor  of  Atlanta  has  been  published  to  the  world, 

a,ud  I  was  not  rebuked  hy  the  War  Department  for  it.    My  letter  to  Mr. ,  of  Savannah, 

waa  shown  by  me  to  Mr,  Stanton  before  its  publication,  and  all  that  my  memory  retains  of 
his  answer  is,  tiiat  he  said,  like  mj  letters  generally,  it  was  sufficiently  "  emphatic  and  could 
not  he  misunderstood."  Both  theae  letters  asserted  my  belief  that,  according  to  Mr.  Lincoln's 
proclamations  and  meaa^ea,  when  the  people  of  the  south  had  laid  down  their  arms  and 
submitted  to  the  lawful  power  of  the  United  States,  ipso  facto,  the  war  was  over  as  to  ttiem ; 
and  fuithennore,  that  if  any  State  in  reheilion  wonld  conform  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  '  cease  war,'  elect  senators  and  representativea  to  Congress,  if  admitted,  (of 
which  each  house  of  Congress  alone  is  the  judge, )  that  State  becomes  instanter  as  mnch  in 
the  Union  as  New  York  or  Ohio.  Nor  was  1  rebuked  for  these  expressions,  though  it  waa 
universally  known  and  commented  on  at  the  time.  And  agtun,  Mr.  Stanton  in  person  at 
Savannah,  speaking  of  the  terrific  expense  of  the  war,  and  difficulty  of  realiaing  the  money 
ueeosaary  for  tbe  daily  wants  of  government,  impressed  me  most  forcibly  with  the  necessity, 
of  briuging  the  war  to  a  close  as  soon  as  possible  hrjinanciai  reasons. 

"  On  [he  evening  of  April  23  Mojor  Hitchcock  reported  his  return  to  Morehead  city  with 
despatches,  of  which  fact  GeneralJohnston,  at  Hillsborough,  was  notified,  so8st«ber^yin 
the  morning  for  an  anawer.  At  6  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  a4th  Major  Hitchcock  ftrrived,  ac- 
companied by  GenOTfl]  Grant  and  members  of  his  staff,  who  had  not  telegraphed  the  fact  of 
his  coming  over  our  eqiosed  roads  for  prudential  reasons.  I  soon  learaed  that  the  memo- 
randum was  disapproved  without  reasons  assigned,  and  I  was  ordered  to  give  the  fortj-eigkt 
hoars'  notice  and  resume  hostilities  at  the  close  of  that  time;  governing  myself  hy  the  sob- 
stance  of  a  despatch  then  enclosed,  dated  March  3,  12  m.,  at  WaahingtoD,  D.  C,  from 
Secretary  Stanton  to  General  Grant,  at  City  Point,  but  not  accompanied  by  any  part  of  the 
vnluminouB  matter  so  libei-aliy  lavished  on  the  public  in  the  New  York  journals  of  the  24lb 
of  April.  That  was  the  first  and  only  time  I  ever  saw  that  telegram,  or  had  one  word  of 
iiistruetiona  on  the  important  matteia  involved  in  it.  And  it  does  seem  strange  to  me  that 
every  bar-room  loafer  in  New  York  can  read  in  the  morning  journals  'official'  matter  that 
is  withheld  fiTim  a  general  whose  command  extends  &om  Kentucky  to  North  Carolina. 

"  Within  an  hour  a  courier  waa  riding  ftom  Durham's  Station  towai'ds  Hillsborough  wilt 
notice  to  General  Johnston  of  the  suspension  of  the  truce,  and  renewing  my  demand^for  the 
surrender  of  the  armies  under  his  immediate  command,  (see  two  despatches  of  April  24,  6 
a.  m„  )  and  at  13  m,  I  had  tbe  receipt  of  his  picket  otEoer,  I  therefore  published  my  Orders 
No.  fi3  to  the  ti-oops  terminating  the  truce  at  12  m.  on  the  26th,  and  ordered  all  to  be  m 
readiness  to  march  at  that  bom-,  on  the  routes  prescribed  in  Special  Field  Orders  Ho.  55  of 
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April  14,  from  the  posi^oas  held  April  18,  General  Grant  had  orders  fi'om  the  President  to 
direct  Diilitarj  movements,  and  I  explainei3  to  him  the  eiact  position  of  the  ti'oops,  and  he 
approved  of  it  most  emphatieallj;  but  he  did  not  relieve  roe,  or  espress  a  wish  to  assmne 
command. 

"  All  things  were  in  readiness,  when,  on  the  evening  of  the  35th,  I  received  another  letter 
from  General  Johnston  asking  another  interview  to  renew  negotiations.  General  Grant  not 
only  approved,  bnt  urged  me  to  iBcept;  and  I  appointed  a,  meeting  at  our  former  place  at 
noon  of  the  26th,  the  veij  hour  fixed  for  the  renewal  of  hoatilities.  General  Johnston  was 
delayed  h  v  an  accident  to  Ms  train,  hat  at  2  p.  m.  arrived. 

"  We  then  consulted,  concluded,  and  signed  the  final  terms  of  capitulation.  These  were 
taken  by  me  back  to  Baleigh,  submitted  to  General  Grant,  and  met  bis  immediate  approval 
and  signature.  Geaeral  Johnston  was  not  even  aware  of  the  presence  of  General  Grant  at 
Kaleign  at  the  time.  There  was  sarrendered  to  us  the  second  great  arroy  of  the  so-called 
confederacy;  and  thongh  undue  importance  has  been  given  to  the  so-called  negotiations 
which  preceded  it,  and  a  rebnke  and  public  disfavor  cast  on  me  wholly  unwan'anled  by  the 
facts,  I  rejoice  in  saying  that  it  was  accomplished  without  further  ruin  and  devastation  to 
the  country,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  life  to  those  gallant  men  who  had  followed  me  from 
the  Mssissippi  to  the  Atlantic,  and  without  subjecting  brave  men  to  the  ungracious  task  of 
pnrsning  a  fleeing  foe  that  did  not  want  to  fight.  As  for  myself,  I  know  my  motives,  and 
challenge  the  instance,  during  the  past  four  years,  when  an  armed  and  defiant  foe  stood  before 
me,  that  I  did  not  go  in  for  a  fight,  and  I  would  blush  for  shame  if  I  had  ever  insulted  or 
atnick  a  fallen  foe. 

"  The  instant  the  terms  of  surrender  were  approved  by  Genera!  Grant,  I  made  my  orders, 
No.  65,  assigning  to  each  of  my  sahordinate  commanders  his  share  of  the  work,  and,  with 
Gfenera!  Grant's  approval,  made  Special  Field  Orders  No.  66,  putting  in  motion  im"  old  army, 
no  longer  reqnrred  in  Carolina,  northward  for  Richmond.  General  Grant  left  Kaleigh  at  9 
"  '  '  '   ;lory  in  the  fact  that  during  his  three  days'  stay  with  roe  I  did  not 

manner  one  particle  of  abatement  in  the  confidence,  respect,  and 
i  between  us  thronghont  all  the  various  events  of  the  past  war; 
istly  diflered  in  other  eases  as  well  as  this,  still  we  respect  each 
other's  honest  convictions.  I  still  adhere  to  my  then  opinions,  that  by  a  few  general  eon- 
cessions,  '  glittering  generalities, '  all  of  which  in  the  end  masi  and  will  be  conceded  to 
the  organized  States  of  the  south,  this  day  there  would  not  be  an  armed  battalion  opposed 
to  as  within  the  broad  area  of  the  dominions  of  the  United  States.  Robbers  and  assassins 
must  in  any  event  result  from  the  disbandmont  of  hirga  armies ;  bat  even  these  should  be 
and  can  be  taken  care  of  by  the  local  civil  authorities  withoat  being  made  a  charge  on  the 
national  treasury. 

"On  the  evening  of  the  S8th,  having  eoneluded  all  business  requiring  ray  personal  atten- 
tion at  Raleigh,  and  havinff  conferred  with  every  army  commander,  and  delegated  to  him 
the  authority  necessary  for  his  future  action,  I  despatched  my  headquarlflrs  wagons  by  land 
along  with  the  17th  corps,  the  ofBca  ia  ehaige  of  General  Webster,  to  Alexandria,  Va.,  and 
in  person,  accompanied  only  by  my  personal  stafl',  hastened  to  Savannah  to  direct  matters  in 
the  interior  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia, 

"  I  had  received  across  the  rebel  telegraph  wii'ea  cipher  despatches  from  General  Wilson 
to  the  effect  that  he  was  in  receipt  of  my  orders  No.  65,  and  would  send  Genei'al  Uptun  s 
division  to  Augusta,  and  General  McOook's  division  to  TaUahassee,  to  receive  the  su  render 
of  those  garrisons,  take  charge  of  the  public  property,  and  execute  the  paroles  requiied  by 
the  terms  of  surrender.  He  reported  a  sufficiency  of  forage  for  his  horses  in  sonti  west 
Georgia,  hut  asked  me  to  send  him  a  supply  of  clothing,  sugar,  coffee,  &c.,  by  way  of 
Augusta,  Georgia,  when  ho  conld  get  it  by  rail.  I  therefore  went  rapidly  to  Goli  bornugh 
and  Wilmington,  reaching:  'he  latter  city  at  10  a.  m.  ol'  the  29th,  and  the  same  day  embarked 
for  Hilton  Head,  in  the  blockade  runner  Russia,  Captain  A.  M.  Smitii. 

"I  found  General  Q.  A,  Gillmore,  coramanding  depai-tment  of  the  south,  at  Hilton  Ha  >d 
on  the  evening  of  Apnl  30,  and  ordered  him  to  send  to  Augusta  at  once  what  clothmg  and 
small  stores  ha  could  spare  for  General  Wilson,  and  to  open  up  a  line  of  certain  comu  am 
cation  and  supply  with  him  at  Macon.  Within  an  hour  the  captured  steamboats  Jeft  Davis 
and  Amazon,  both  adapted  to  the  shallow  and  crooked  navigation  of  the  Savannah  nvo! 
weiifl  hoing  loaded,  the  one  at  Savannah,  and  the  other  at  Hilton  Head.  The  former  started 
np  the  liver  on  the  1st  of  May,  in  charge  of  a  very  intelligent  officer,  (whose  name  I 
cannot  recall,)  and  forty-eight  men,  (all  the  boat  could  carry,)  with  orders  to  occupy  tem- 
poiarily  the  IJniled  States  arsenal  at  Augusta,  and  open  np  communication  with  General 
Wilson,  at  Macon,  in  the  event  that  Geiioial  Upton's  division  of  cavalry  was  not  already 
ihere.  The  Amazon  followed  nezt  day ;  and  Genera!  Gilhnore  had  made  the  necessary  orders 
for  a  brigade  of  infantiy,  to  bo  commanded  by  General  Molyneux,  to  follow  by  a  land  march 
to  Augusta,  as  its  permanent  garrison.  Another  brigade  of  infantry  was  ordered  to  occupy 
Orangehurg,  South  Carolina,  flie  point  furthest  in  the  interior  that  can  at  present  be  reached 
by  rail  from  the  sea-coa.'it,  fCharleston.) 

"On  the  Ist  of  May  I  went  to  Savannah,  where  General  Gillraore  also  joined  me,  and  the 
arraagements  ordered  for  the  occupation  of  Augusta  were  consummated.  At  Savannah  I 
found  the  city  under  the  most  admirahle  police,  under  direction  of  Brevet  Miyor  General 
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GrovEr,  and  the  citizens  macifested  the  most  unqualifled  joy  to  hear  tliat,  so  far  as  they  were 
uoneemed,  the  war  was  over.  All  classes,  Union  men  ois  well  as  former  rohela,  did  not  con- 
ceiil,  however,  the  appreheDsioas  natuvally  aiisiog  from  a  total  ignorance  of  the  political 
coudiUons  to  he  attached  to  their  future  state.  Anything  at  all  yro\M  be  preferable  to  this 
dread  uncert^nty. 

"On  the  evening  of  the  2d  of  May  I  returned  toHiltcnEeafl,  an^  there,  for  the  first  time, 
receired  the  New  York  papers  of  April  29,  containing  Secretary  Stanloo's  despatch  of  9 
a.  m.  of  the  OTth  of  April  to  General  Dis,  inclnding  ffeneral  Halleck's  from  Eiohmond  of 
9  p.  m.  the  night  before,  which  seems  to  have  been  rushed  with  extreme  haste  before  an  ex- 
cited pnblic,  viz.,  morning  of  the  ^th.  You  will  observe  from  the  dates  that  those  de- 
Bpat«hea  were  running  back  and  forth  from  Richmond  and  Washington  to  New  York,  and 
there  published,  whilst  General  Grant  and  I  were  together  in  Kftleigh,  N.  C.,  adjusting,  to 
the  best  of  onr  ability,  the  terms  of  surrender  of  the  only  remaining  formidable  rebel  army 


of  the  Mississippi  river.     Hot  one  word  of  intimation  had  been 

of  the  displeasure  of  the  govemraent  with  my  ofBuial  confluct,  but  only  the  naied 

disapproval  of  a  skeleton  memorandum  sent  properly  for  the  action  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  most  objectionable  features  of  mj  memorandum  had  abeady  (April  24) 
been  published  to  the  world  in  violation  of  official  us^ ;  and  the  c«ntenta  of  my  accom- 
panying letters  to  General  Halleck,  General  Grant,  and  Secretary  Stanton,  of  even  date, 
though  at  hand,  were  suppressed.  Inall  these  letters  I  had  stated  clearly  and  distinctly  that 
Johnston's  army  would  not  figbt,  but  if  pushed  would  '  disbsnd'  and  scatter  into  small  and 
dangerous  guerilla  pardes,  as  injurious  io  the  interests  of  the  United  States  as  to  the  people 
themselves ;  that  all  parties  admitted  that  the  rebel  cause  of  the  south  was  abandoned,  that 
the  n^oes  were  free,  and  that  the  temper  of  all  was  most  favorable  to  a  lasting  peace.  I 
say  alfthese  opinions  of  mine  were  wiUiheld  &om  the  public  with  a  seeming  purpose :  and 
I  do  contend  that  my  official  eicpeiience  and  former  services,  as  well  as  my  past  life  and  fa- 
miliarity with  the  people  and  geography  of  the  south,  entitled  my  opinions  to  at  least  a 
decent  respect. 

"  Although  this  despatch  (Mr.  Stanton's  of  April  27)  was  printed  'official,'  it  had  come 
f<i  me  only  in  the  questionable  shape  of  a  newspaper  paragraph  headed  '  Sherman's  truce 
disregarded.'  I  had  already  done  what  General  Wilson  wanted  me  to  do,  via,,  had  senthira 
supplies  of  clothing  and  food,  with  dear  and  distinct  orders  and  instructions  how  to  carry 
out  in  western  Georgia  the  terms  for  the  surrender  of  arms  and  paroliiug  the  prisoners  made 
by  Geneial  Johnston's  capitnlatioa  of  April  26;  and  had  properly  and  most  opportunely 
ordered  General  Gillmore  to  occupy  Orangeburg  and  Augusta,  strategic  points  of  great  value 
at  all  times,  in  peace  and  war.  But  as  the  S^retary  had  taken  upon  himself  to  order  my 
Kubordioate  generals  to  disobey  my  '  oiders, '  I  eiplajned  to  General  Gillmore  that  I  would  no 
longer  confuse  him  or  General  Wilson  with  '  orders '  that  might  conflict  with  those  of  the 
Secreiary,  which,  as  reported,  were  sent,  not  througli  me,  but  in  open  disregard  of  me  and  of 
my  lawful  authority. 

"It  now  becomes  my  duty  to  paint  in  justly  severe  character  the  still  more  offensive  and 
dangerous  matter  of  General  Halleck's  despatch  of  April  26  to  the  Secretary  of  "War,  em- 
bodied in  his  to  General  Dis  of  April  37.  General  Halleck  bad  been  chief  of  staff  of  the 
army  at  Washington,  in  which  capacity  he  must  have  received  my  official  letter  of  April  18, 
wbarein  I  wrote  clearly  that  if  Johnston's  army  about  Greensborough  was  pushed,  it  would 
'disperse!'  an  event  T  wished  to  prevent.  About  that  time  he  seems  to  have  been  sent  from 
Washington  to  Richmond,  to  command  the  new  military  division  of  the  James,  in  assuming 
charge  of  which,  on  the  ^d,  he  defines  the  limits  of  bis  authority  to  be  the  '  department  ot 
Virginia,  the  aimy  of  the  Potomac,  and  such  part  of  North  Carolina  as  may  not  be  oeenpied 
by  the  command  of  Major  General  Sherman,  (see  his  General  Order  No.  1.)  Four  days  later, 
April  26,  he  reports  t«  Ibe  Secretary  that  he  had  ordered  Generals  Meade,  Sheridan,  and 
Wright  to  invade  that  part  of  North  Carolina  which  viaa  occupied  by  my  command,  and 
pay  DO  regard  to  any  tiuce  or  orders  of  mine.  They  were  ordered  to  'jjmsb  forward  regaid- 
losa  of  any  orders  save  those  of  Lieutenant  General  Grant,  and  cut  off  Johnston's  retreat.' 
lie  knew  at  the  time  he  penned  that  despatch,  and  made  those  orders,  that  Johnston  was 
not  retreating,  but  was  halted  under  a  48  hours'  truce  withme,  and  was  laboriog  to  aarrender 
his  command  and  prevent  its  dispersion  into  guerilla  bandsj  aud  that  I  had  on  the  spot  a 
mognifieent  army  at  ray  command,  amply  sufficient  for  all  purposes  required  by  the  occa- 
sion. The  plan  of  cutting  off  a  retreat  from  the  diiecfion  of  Burksville  and  DaavHle  is 
hardly  worthy  one  of  his  mililary  education  and  genius. 

' '  when  be  contemplated  an  act  so  questiooabte  as  the  violation  of  a  truce  made  by  com- 
petent authority,  he  should  have  gone  himself  and  not  have  sent  subordinates,  for  be  knew  I 
was  bound  in  konor  to  ilefend  and  maintam  my  ourn  truce  and  pledge  oC  faith,  even  at  tbe 
cost  of  many  lives.  When  an  officer  pledges  the  faith  of  bis  goveinment,  he  is  hound  to  de* 
fend  it,  and  he  is  no  soldier  who  would  vio^te  it  knowingly. 

"  As  to  Davis  and  his  stolen  treasure,  did  General  Halleck,  as  chief  of  staff,  or  command- 
ing officer  of  the  neighboring  military  division,  notify  me  of  the  facta  contained  iu  his  de- 
spatch to  the  Secretary )  No,  he  did  not.  If  the  Secretary  of  War  wanted  Davis  caurfit, 
why  not  order  it,  instead  of,  by  publishing  in  the  newspapers,  putting  him  on  his  guard  to 
hide  away  and  escape?    No  orders  or  intimation  to  aarest  Davis  or  hfe  stolen  treasure  evM 
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came  to  me ;  but,  on  tie  eontravy,  I  was  led  to  bolioTe  tliat  the  Secretiiry  of  Wai  rather  pre- 
ferred he  ehonld  escape  fvoin  the  eoimtry,  if  it  \¥6re  made  unknown  to  him. 

"  But  even  on  this  point  I  enclose  a  copj  of  my  letter  to  Admiral  Dahlgrea,  at  Charleston, 
sent  Mm  b;  a  fleet  steamer  from  Wilmington  on  the  25th  of  April,  two  daya  hefore  the  bank- 
ers of  Bichmond  bad  imparted  to  General  Halleek  the  important  secret  of  Davis's  movooiente, 
designed,  doubtless,  to  stim.ulate  his  troops  to  march  their  legs  off  to  catch  their  treasure  for 
their  own  use.  I  know  now  that  Admiral  Dahlgren  did  receive  my  letter  on  the  36th,  and 
had  acted  on  it  before  General  Haileck  had  even  thonght  of  the  matter.  But  I  don't  believe 
a  word  of  the  tceasnve  story ;  it  is  absurd  on  its  fiiee,  and  General  Halleek  or  anybody  haa 
my  fall  petmission  to  chase  Jeff.  Davis  and  cabinet,  with  their  stolen  treasure,  through  any 
part  of  the  country  oeciipied  by  my  command. 

"  The  last  and  moat  obnoxious  feature  of  General  Halleok's  despatch  is  where  he  goes  ont 
of  his  way  and  advises  that  my  subordinates — Generals  Thoraas,  Stoneman,  and  "Wilson — 
should  be  instructed  'not  to  obey  Sherman's  comoiaudB.'  This  is  too  much,  and  I  turn 
teoia  the  subject  witli  feelings  too  strong  for  words,  and  merely  record  my  helief  that  so  much 
mischief  was  never  before  embraced  in  so  small  a  space  as  the  newspaper  paragraph  headed 
'  Shprman's  truce  disregarded,'  authenticated  aa  'official'  by  Mr,  Secretary  Stanton,  and  pub- 
lishei  in  the  newajiapers  of  A^ril  S8, 

"  During  the  night  of  May  2,  at  Hilton  Head,  having  concluded  my  business  in  the  de- 
partment ot  the  south,  I  b^au  my  return  to  meet  my  troops,  then  marching  towards  Eicli- 
mocd  from  Ealeigh.  On  tbe  morning  of  May  3  we  ran  into  Charleston  harbor,  wheie  I  had 
the  pleasure  to  meet  Admiral  Dahlgren,  who  had,  in  all  my  previous  operationa  from  Savan- 
nah northward,  Mded  me  with  a  coarteay  and  manliness  that  commanded  my  entire  respect 
and  dee^  affection.  Also  General  Hatch,  who,  from  our  first  interview  at  his  Tullifenny 
camp,  had  canght  the  spirit  of  the  move  from  Pocotaljgo  northward,  and  had  largely  con- 
tributed to  our  joint  snccess  in  taking  Charleston  and  the  Carolina  coast.  Any  one  who  is 
not  satisfied  with  war  should  go  and  see  Charleston,  and  he  will  pray  louder  and  deeper  than 
ever  that  the  country  may  in  the  long  future  be  spared  any  moia  war.  Charleston  and  se- 
"  cession  being  synonymouB  terms,  the  city  shonld  be  left  as  a  sample,  ao  that  centuries  will 
pass  Eiway  before  that  false  doctrine  is  preached  a?ain  in  our  Union. 

"  We  (eft  Charleston  the  aveuing  of  the  3d  of  May,  and  hastened  with  all  possible  speed 
back  to  Morehead  dty,  which  we  i-eacbed  at  night  of  tbe  4th,  1  immediately  communicated 
by  telegraph  to  General  Schoiield,  at  Kalei^h,  and  learned  from  him  the  pleasing  fact  that 
the  lieutenant  general  commanding  the  armies  of  the  United  Slates  had  reached  the  C  besa- 
peake  in  time  to  countermand  General  Halleck's  order  and  prevent  his  violating  my  tmce, 
invading  tbe  area  of  my  command,  and  driving  Johnston's  surrendering  army  into  fragments, 
fieneral  Johnston  had  fulfilled  his  agreement  to  the  very  best  of  his  ability,  and  the  o(B.cer8 
chai^d  with  issuing  the  paroles  at  Greensboroneb  reported  about  30,000  already  made,  and  that 
the  greater  part  of  tlie  North  Carolina  troops  had  gone  home  without  waiting  for  their  pa- 
pers! but  that  all  of  them  would  doubtless  come  in  to  some  of  the  military  posts,  the  com- 
manders of  which  ore  authotiEed  to  grant  them.  About  800  of  the  rebel  eavaliy  had  goite 
south,  refusing  to  abide  Ibe  terms  of  the  surrender,  and  it  was  supposed  they  would  make  for 
Meiieo.  I  wonld  sincerely  advise  that  they  be  urged  to  go  and  stay.  They  would  be  a 
nuisance  to  any  civilieed  government,  whether  loose  or  in  prison.  With  the  exception  of 
some  plundering  on  the  part  of  Lee's  and  Johnston's  disbanded  men,  all  else  was  qaiet. 
When  to  the  numberof  men  surrendered  at  Greensboronghareadded  those  at  Tallahassee,  Au- 
gusta, and  Macon,  with  the  scattered  squads  who  will  come  in  at  other  military  posts,  I  have 
no  doubt  full  fifty  thousand  armed  men  will  be  disarmed  and  restored  to  civil  pursuits  by  the 
capitulation  made  near  Durham's  Station,  North  Carolina,  on  the  26th  of  April,  1865,  and 
that,  too,  without  the  loss  of  asingle  life  to  us. 

■"  On  tie  5th  of  May  I  received  and  here  subjoin  a  further  despatch  from  General  Schofield, 
wlsch  conti^ns  inquiries  I  have  been  unable  to  satisfy,  similar  to  those  made  by  nearly  every 
ofScer  in  my  command  whose  duty  brings  him  in  contact  with  citizens.  I  leave  you  to  do 
what  is  expedient  to  provide  the  military  remedy. 

["  'By  telegraph  from  Ealeigh,  N.  C,  May  5,  1865.] 
"  '  Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman,  Morehead  City  : 

"  'When  General  Grant  was  here,  as  you  doubtless  recollect,  he  swd  the  lines  had  been 
extended  to  emL&'ace  this  and  other  States  south.  The  order,  it  seems,  has  been  modified  so 
as  to  include  only  Viiginia  and  Tennessee.  I  think  it  would  be  an  act  of  wisdom  to  open 
this  Stale  to  trade  at  once.  I  hope  the  government  will  make  known  its  policy  as  to  the 
organs  of  State  government  without  delay.  Affairs  mast  necessarily  be  in  a  very  unsettled 
state  until  that  is  done.  The  people  now  are  in  a  mood  to  accept  almost  anything  which 
promises  a  definite  settlement.  What  is  to  be  done  with  the  fi^eeamen  is  the  question  of  all, 
and  it  is  the  all-important  question.  It  requires  prompt  and  wise  action  to  prevent  the  negro 
ftom  becoming  a  huge  elephant  on  our  hands.  If  I  am  to  govern  this  Statel  it  is  important 
for  me  to  know  it  at  once.  If  another  is  to  be  sent  here,  it  cannot  be  done  too  soon,  for  ho 
will  probably  undo  the  most  that  I  shall  have  done.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  fully 
when  jou  hjive  time  to  write.     I  will  send  your  message  to  General  Wilson  at  once. 

"  '  J.  M.   SCHOFIELD,  Major  General.' 
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'  I  ei''^  ti's  despatet  entire  to  demonstrate  how  intermingled  iave  become  ciTil  mattors 
with  tne  militaiy,  and  how  almost  impossible  it  has  become  for  bd  officer  in  autiiority  to  act 
a  pore  military  part.  Tliere  are  no  longer  armed  enemies  in  North  Carolina,  and  ft  soldier 
can  deal  with  no  other  sort.  The  marshal  and  eberiff,  with  their  pOBsis,  (of  which  the 
military  may  become  a  part,)  are  the  only  proper  officers  to  deal  with  civil  criminals  and 
marauders.  But  I  will  not  be  drawn  out  mto  a  diEciission  of  this  subject,  but  instance  the 
case  t»  show  how  difficult  is  the  task  become  to  military  officers,  when  men  of  rank,  educa- 
tion, ospeTience,  nerve,  and  good  sense  of  GeneraJ  Scbofield  feel  embarraissed  by  them. 

" General  Schofield,  at  B^eigh,  has  a  well-appointed  and  well-disciplined  command;  is 
in  telegraphic  communication  with  the  controlling  parts  of  his  departmeot,  and  remote  ones 
in  the  direction  of  Georgia,  aa  well  as  with  Washington,  and  has  military  possession  of  all 
strategic  paints.  In  like  mannei',  General  Gillmore  is  well  situated  in  all  respects,  except  as 
to  communication  with  the  seat  of  the  general  goTeromeat.  I  leave  him,  also,  with  every 
man  he  ever  asked  for,  and  in  full  and  quiet  possession  of  eveiy  strategic  point  in  his  de- 
partment. And  General  Wilson  has,  in  the  very  heart  of  Georgia,  the  strongest,  best 
appointed,  and  best  equipped  cavalry  corps  that  ever  fell  under  my  command;  ana  he  has 
now,  by  my  recent  action,  opened  to  him  a  source  aud  route  of  supply  by  way  of  the  Sa- 
vannah river,  that  simplifies  bis  military  problem.  So  that  1  think  1  may,  with  a  clear  con- 
Bcience,  leave  them  and  tummy  attention  once  more  to  my  apeoial  command — the  army  with 
which  I  have  been  associated  through  some  of  the  moat  eventful  scenes  of  this  or  any  war. 

"  I  hope  and  believe  none  of  these  commanders  will  ever  have  reason  to  reproach  me  for 
any  '  orders '  they  may  have  received  from  me.  And  the  President  of  the  United  States 
may  be  assured  that  all  of  Ihem  are  now  iu  poaidon,  ready  and  willing  to  execute  to  the 
letter  and  iu  spirit  any  orders  he  may  give.  I  shall  henceforth  oaaae  to  give  them  aoy  orders 
at  all,  for  the  occasion  that  made  them  subordinate  to  me  is  past ;  and  I  shall  coufiue  my 
attention  to  tbe  army,  composed  of  the  15th  and  ITth,  the  14th  and  Sljth  corps,  unleaa  the 
commanding  general  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  orders  otherwise. 

"At  i  p.  m.  of  May  9  1  reached  Manchester,   on  James  river,  opposite  Eichmoad,  and 
found  all  the  four  corps  had  arrived  from  Ealeigh,  and  were  engaged  in  replenishing  their 
wagons  for  the  resumptioD  of  the  march  towards  Alesandda. 
"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

"W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
"Mijar  General,  Comiaanding. 

1,  D.  C" 

Qaestion.  Did  you  have,  near  Fortress  Monroe,  a  conference  with  President 
Lincoln  ;  and  if  so,  about  what  time? 

Answer.  I  met  General  Grant  and  Mr.  Lincoln  on  board  a  steamboat,  lying 
at  the  wharf  at  City  Point,  daring  the  evening  of  the  27th  of  March.  1  re- 
newed my  visit  to  the  President  on  board  the  eame  steamer,  anchored  in  the 
Btreain,  on  the  following  day,  General  Grant  being  present  on  both  occasions. 

Question.  In  those  conferences  was  any  arrangement  made  with  yon  and 
General  Grant,  or  either  of  yon,  in  regard  to  the  manner  of  arranging  business 
with  the  confederacy,  or  in  regard  to  terms  of  peace? 

Answer.  Nothing  definite ;  it  was  simply  a  matter  of  general  converaation ; 
nothing  specific  and  definite. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  yon  learn  that  President  Lincoln  had  assented 
to  the  assembling  of  the  Virginia  rebel  legislature  "i 

Answer.  I  knew  of  it  on  the  IStb  of  April,  I  think  j  but  I  procured  a  paper 
with  the  specific  order  of  General  Weitzel,  also  a  copy  of  the  amnesty  procla- 
mation, on  the  20th  of  April. 

Question.  You  did  not  know,  at  that  time,  that  that  arrangement  had  been 
rescinded  by  the  President  1 

Answer,  No,  sir  ;  I  did  not  know  of  that  nnlil  afterwards.  The  moment  I 
heard  of  that,  I  notified  General  Johnston  of  it. 

Question.  Then  at  the  time  you  entered  into  this  arrangement  with  General 
Johnston  yon  knew  that  General  Weitzel  had  approved  of  the  calling  together 
of  the  rebel  legislature  of  Virginia,  by  assent  of  the  President  ? 

Answer.  I  knew  of  it  by  some  source  unofficially,  and  succeeded  in  getting 
a  copy  of  the  paper  containing  General  WeiUel'a  oi-der  on  tbe  20th  or  Slst  of 
April. 

Question.  But  at  the  time  of  your  arrangement  you  did  not  know  that  that 
order  Lad  been  reaciuded  I 
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Answer,  No,  sir;  I  learned  that  several  days  afterwards,  and  at  once  sent 
word  to  Genei-al  Johnston. 

Question,  At  the  time  of  year  arrangement  you  also  knew  of  the  surrender 
of  Lee's  army,  and  the  terms  of  that  surrender? 

Answer.  I  had  that  oiEcially  from  General  Grant ;  I  got  that  at  Sraithfield, 
on  the  12th  April. 

Question.  I  have  here  what  purports  to  be  a  letter  from  you  to  Johnston, 
which  seems  to  imply  that  you  intended  to  make  the  arrangement  on  the  terma 
of  Lee's  surrender.     The  letter  is  as  follows  : 

"  Headquarters  Miutaut  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

"  la  llteFidd,  ltaleigh,S.  C,  April  14,  1865. 
"General:  I  have  this  moment  receivefl  jour  comnmnication  of  this  data.  I  am  fiilly 
empowered  to  arrange  with  you  any  terma  for  the  snspension  of  further  hostilities  as  between 
the  orniieri  commanded  by  you  and  tbuee  commanded  by  myself,  and  will  be  willing  to  confer 
with  you  to  that  end.  I  will  limit  the  advance  of  my  main  column  to-morrow  lo  Morrisyille, 
and  the  envalry  to  the  Univeraity,  and  expect  tbat  you  will  also  maintain  the  present  position 
of  your  forces  until  each  has  notice  of  a  failare  to  a^'ee. 

"Tbat  B.  basis  of  action  may  be  had,  I  undertake  to  abide  by  the  same  terms  and  conditions 
as  were  made  by  Generals  Grant  and  Lee  at  Appomattox  Court  House,  on  the  9tb  instant, 
relative  to  our  two  armies  ;  and,  iiirthermore,  to  obtain  from  General  Grant  aa  order  to 
suBpend  the  movements  of  any  troops  from  the  direction  of  Vii^nia.  General  Stoneman  is 
under  my  command,  and  my  order  will  suspend  any  devastation  or  destruction  contemplated 
by  him.  I  will  add  that  I  really  desire  to  save  the  people  of  North  Carolina  the  damage  they 
would  sustain  by  the  march  of  this  army  through  the  central  or  wesiom  parts  of  the  State. 
"  I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

"W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
"  General  J.  E.  JoBKSTON,  Commaiidmg  Confederate  ATmy." 

Answer.  Tboee  were  the  terms  as  to  his  own  army ;  but  the  concessions  I 
made  bim  were  for  the  purpose  of  embracing  other  anniea. 

Question,  And  the  writing  you  signed  was  to  include  other  armies'! 

Answer.  The  armies  of  Kirby  Smith  and  Dick  Taylor,  so  that  afterwards  no 
man  within  the  limits  of  the  southern  eoufedera«y  could  claim  to  belong  to  any 
confederate  army  in  existence. 

Question.  The  Pi-esident  addressed  a  note  to  General  Grant,  perhaps,  not  to 
you,  to  the  e£fect  of  forbidding  officers  of  the  army  from  entering  into  anything 
but  strictly  military  arrangements,  leaving  civil  matters  entirely  to  liim. 

Answer.  I  never  saw  such  a  note  signed  by  President  Lincoln.  Mr.  Stanton 
niade  such  a  note  or  telegram,  and  says  it  was  by  President  Lincoln's  dictation. 
He  made  it  to  General  Grant,  but  never  to  me.  On  tbe  contraiy,  while  I  was 
in  Georgia,  Mr.  Lincoln  telegraphed  to  me,  encouraging  me  to  discuss  matters 
with  Governor  Brown  and  Mr.  Stephens. 

Question.  Then  you  had  no  notice  of  that  order  to  General  Grant  1 

Answer.  I  had  no  knowledge  of  it,  of&cial  or  otherwise. 

Question.  In  the  published  report  of  your  agreement  there  is  nothing  said 
about  slavery,  I  believe  1 

Answer.  There  was  nothing  said  about  slavery,  because  it  did  not  fail  within 
the  category  of  military  questions,  and  we  could  not  make  it  so.  It  was  a  legal 
question  which  the  President  bad  disposed  of,  overriding  all  our  action.  We 
had  to  treat  the  slave  as  J^ree,  because  tbe  PrMtdent,  our  commander-in-chief, 
said  he  was  free.  For  me  to  have  renewed  the  CLuestion  when  that  decision 
was  made  would  have  involved  the  absurdity  of  an  inferior  undertaking  to 
qualify  the  work  of  his  superior. 

Question.  That  was  the  reason  why  it  was  not  mentioned  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Subsequently  I  wrote  a  note  to  Johnston  stating  that  I 
thought  it  would  be  well  to  mention  it  for  political  effect  when  we  came  to  draw 
up  the  final  terms  with  precision.  That  note  was  written  pending  the  time  my 
memorandum  was  going  to  Washington,  and  before  an  answer  had  been  re- 
turned. 
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HI,  At  the  time  you  entered  into  ttoae  negotiations  was  Johaaton  in  a 
mdition  to  offer  any  effectual  resistance  to  your  army  ? 

Answer.  He  could  not  have  resisted  ray  army  an  hour  if  I  could  have  got 
hnid  of  iiim ;  but  he  could  have  escaped  from  mc  by  breaking  up  into  smijl  parties, 
or  by  taking  the  country  roada,  traveUiag  faster  than  any  army  with  trains  could 
have  pursued. 

Question.  Then  your  ohject  in  negotiating  was  to  keep  his  army  from  scatter- 
ing into  gucnlla  banda  ? 
Answer.  That  was  my  chief  object.     I  ofScially  notified  the  War  Depart- 

Question.  And  not  because  there  was  any  donht  about  the  result  of  a  battle  "i 
Answer.  There  waa  no  question  as  to  the  result  of  a  battle,  and  I  knew  it ; 
every  soldier  knew  it;  every  man  in  North  Carolina  knew  it  .Johnston  said  in 
the  first  five  minutes  of  our  conversation  that  any  further  resistance  on  hia  part 
would  be  an  act  of  folly,  and  all  he  want«d  was  to  keep  his  army  from  dis- 
persing. 

By  Mr.  Loan : 

Question.  In  your  examination  by  the  chairman  you  stated  that  you  were 
acting  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  Mr.  Lincoln,  derived  from  his  letters 
and  telegi-ams  at  various  times. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  of  those  letters  and  telegrams  which  you  can  furnish 
to  the  committee t 

Answer.  I  can  furnish  you  a  copy  of  a  despatch  to  General  Halleck,  from 
Atlanta,  in  which  I  stated  that  I  had  invited  Governor  Brown  and  Vice-Pres- 
ident Stephens  to  meet  me;  and  I  can  give  you  a  copy  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  answer, 
for  my  despatch  waa  referred  to  him,  in  which  he  said  he  felt  much  interested 
in  my  despatch,  and  encouraged  me  to  allow  their  visit.  But  the  letter  to  which 
I  refer  Bpecificaily  was  a  longer  letter,  which  I  wrote  to  General  HaUeck  front 
my  camp  on  Big  Black,  Mississippi,  at  General  Halleck's  instigation,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1863,  which  was  received  in  Washington,  and  submitted  to  Mr.  Lincoln, 
who  desired  to  have  it  published,  to  which  I  would  not  consent.  In  that  letter 
I  gave  my  opinions  fully  and  frankly,  not  only  upon  the  military  situation,  but 
also  the  civil  policy  necessary.  Mr,  Lincoln  expressed  himself  highly  pleased 
with  ray  views,  and  desired  to  make  them  public,  but  I  preferred  not  to  do  so. 

Question.  And  by  subaequent  acts  he  induced  you  to  believe  he  approved  of 

Answer.  I  know  he  approved  of  them,  and  always  encouraged  rae  to  carry 
out  those  views. 

By  the  chairman  ; 
Qviestion.  Tlie  following  is  a  letter  published  in  the  newspapers,  purporting  to 
have  been  addressed  by  you  to  Mr.  Johnston,  dated  April  21, 1866  : 

' '  Headquahters  Mujtary  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

■'  Ai  the  Fuld,  Rahigh,  N.  C,  Jpril  31,  1865, 
' '  GnKERAL ;  I  send  you  a  letter  for  General  Wilson,  whioh,  if  sent  by  telegreph  and  courier, 
will  cheek  Lis  career.  He  msy  miBtrust  the  telegraph,  therefoi'e  better  send  the  original,  for 
hi'  cannot  mistake  my  handwiitine,  with  which  he  is  familiar.  He  aeenis  to  have  his  Hood 
ujp,  and  will  be  hard  to  hoM.  It  he  can  buy  com,  fodder,  and  lationa  down  ahout  Fort 
V  alley,  it  will  obviate  the  necessity  of  his  going  up  Ui  Eomo  or  Dalton. 

"  It  is  reported  t«  me  from  Cairo  that  !&b)bile  is  in  our  poaseseiOQ,  but  it  is  not  minute  or 

"  General  Baiter  sent  in  to  me,  wanting  to  surrender  hia  command,  on  the  theory  that  the 
whole  confederate  army  was  Borrendereo.  I  e^l^ned  Jo  him  or  his  staff  officer  the  exact 
tiiith,  and  left  him  to  act  as  he  thought  proper.    He  seome  to  have  disbanded  his  men,  de- 

Eosited  a  few  arms  about  twenty  miles  from  nere,  and  himself  awiuta  your  action.  I  will  not 
old  him,  his  men,  or  arms,  subject  to  any  conditiou  other  than  the  final  one  we  may  agree  on. 
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"iBhallloot  forMajorHitoheock'baek  from  WaBliington  on  "Wednesday,  and  shall  promptly 
notify  you  of  the  reaalt.  By  the  action  of  General  Weitael  in  relation  to  the  Virginia  legielQ- 
ture,  1  feel  certain  we  will  have  no  trouble  on  the  score  of  recognizing  existing  State  govern- 
ments. It  may  be  the  lawyers  will  want  us  to  define  more  minutely  what  ia  meant  by  the 
guarantee  of  nghfs  of  person  and  property.  It  may  be  construed  into  a  compact  for  us  to 
undo  the  past  as  to  the  rights  of  slaves  and  '  lenses  of  plantations '  on  the  Misaieaippi,  of 
'vacantaud  abandoned'  plantations.  I  wiah  yon  would  talk  to  the  beat  men.  you  have  on 
these  points ;  and,  if  possible,  let  ns  in  onr  final  convention  make  these  pointa  so  clear  as  to 
leave  no  room  for  angry  controversy. 

"Ihelieve  if  the  south  would  aimply  and  publicly  declare  what  we  all  feel,  that  slavery  is 
dead,  that  joti  would  inaugurate  an  era  of  peace  and  prosperity  that  would  soon  efface  the 
ravages  of  the  past  fonr  years  of  war.  Negroes  would  remain  in  the  south,  and  afford  you 
abundance  of  cheap  labor,  which  otherwise  will  be  driven  away ;  and  it  will  aave  the  country 
the  senseless  diacnsstons  which  have  kept  us  all  in  hot  water  tor  fifty  years. 

"  Although,  strictly  speaking,  this  is  no  subject  of  a  military  convention,  yet  I  am  honestly 
convinced  feat  our  simple  declaration  of  a  result  will  be  accepted  as  good  law  everywhere. 

Of  courae  I  have  not  a  single  word  from  Washicgton  or  ""' 

ments,  but  I  know  the  effect  of  such  a  step  by  us  ' --"  '^ 
' '  I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  se 


That  is  the  letter  in  which  you  Bay  tliat  it  wouM  be  well  to  declare  publicly 
that  slavery  is  dead  1 

Answer.  Yea,  air,  that  ie  the  letter. 

By  Mr.  Loan : 

QucBtion.  Will  you  furaiah  the  committee  a  copy  of  the  letters  writtoo  by 
you  to  Mr.  Stanton,  in  January  last,  from  Savannah  ? 

Answer.  I  will  do  80, 

The  Chairman.  And  when  the  manuscript  of  your  testimony  is  prepared  it 
will  be  submitted  to  you  for  revision,  and  you  can  add  to  it  any  statement  or 
papers  that  you  may  desire  or  consider  necessary. 

The  Witness,  (sHbsequently.)  I  have  revised  the  above,  and  now  subjoin 
copies  of  letters  from  my  letter-book  in  the  order  of  their  bearing  on  the 
i[ue8tions  raised  by  this  inquiry. 

"Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

'•In  llie  Field,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  April  1ft,  1865. 

"  General  ;  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  an  ^reemeut  made  this  day  between  General 
Joseph  E.  Johnston  and  myself,  which,  if  approved  by  the  Fj'esident  of  tbe  United  States, 
will  produce  peace  from  the  Potomac  to  the  Eio  Grande.  Mr.  Breckinridge  was  present  at 
our  conference  in  the  capa<^ty  of  major  general,  and  satisfied  me  of  the  ability  of  General 
Johnston  to  carry  out  to  the  full  extent  the  terms  of  this  agi'eement;  and,  if  you  will  get  the 
Preaident  to  simply  indoi'se  tbe  copy  and  commission  me  to  carry  out  tbe  terms,  I  will 
follow  tbem  to  the  conclusion. 

"You  will  observe  that  it  is  an  abaolute  submission  of  the  enemy  to  the  lawfiil  anthority 
of  the  United  States,  and  disperses  his  armies  abeolntely ;  and.  tbe  point  to  which  I  attach 
most  importance  is,  that  the  mspersion  and  disbandment  of  these  armies  is  done  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  prevent  Uieir  breaking  up  into  guerilla  bands.  On  the  other  hand,  we  can 
retiunjust  as  much  of  an  army  as  we  please.  I  agreed  to  the  mode  and  manner  of  the  sur- 
render of  arms  set  forth,  as  it  gives  the  States  the  means  of  repressing  guerillas,  wbich  we 
conld  not  expect  them  to  do  if  we  shipped  tbem  of  al!  arms. 

"Both  Generals  Johnston  and  Breckinridge  admitfod  that  slavery  was  dead,  and  I  conld 
not  insist  on  embracing  it  in  such  a  paper,  because  it  can  be  made  witb  the  States  in  detail. 
I  know  that  all  the  men  of  substance  south  sincerely  want  peace,  and  I  do  not  l)elieve  they 
will  resort  to  war  again  during  tMs  century.  I  have  no  donbt  but  that  they  will  in  the 
future  be  perfectly  subordinate  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  The  moment  my  actjou  in 
this  matter  ia  approved,  I  can  spare  five  (5)  corps,  and  will  ask  for  orders  to  leave  General 
Schofield  here  with  the  10th  corps,  and  to  march  myself  witb  the  14th,  15th,  17th,  90th,  and 
33d  corps,  via  Bnrkesville  and  Gordousville,  to  Frederick  or  Hagerstowu,  there  to  be  paid 
and  mustered  out. 

"The  question  of  finance  ia  now  the  chief  one,  and  every  soldier  and  officer  not  needed 
should  be  got  home  at  work.     I  would  like  to  be  able  to  begin  the  march  north  by  May  1, 
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"I  urge,  on  the  piirt  of  the  Presittent,  speedy  action,  aa  it  is  importMit  to  get  the  con- 
federate miniGa  to  their  homes  as  well  aa  our  own. 

' '  I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

"W.  T.  SHEEMAK, 
«  "Major  General,  Commandiiig. 

"Lieutenant  Goueiiil  U.  S.  GitANT,  or  Miijor  General  Hallbck, 

" Washington,  D.  C." 

"  HEADeiTARTERS  MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

"  h,  lite  Field,  Rahigh,  N.  C,  AprU  18,  1865. 

"Genehal;  I  received  your  despatch  desovibing  the  roan  Clarli  detaiied  to  assassinate 
ine.     He  had  better  bo  in  a  hurvy,  or  he  will  be  too  lata. 

"The  news  of  Mr.  Lincolii's  death  producei3  a  moat  intense  effect  on  our  ti-oops.  At  first 
I  feared  it  would  lead  to  excesses  i  but  now  it  haa  softened  down  and  can  easily  be  guided. 
None  evinced  more  feeling  than  Geneial  Johuston,  who  admitted  that  the  act  was  calculated 
to  stain  his  cause  with  a  dark  hue;  and  he  contended  thai  the  loss  was  most  serious  to  the 
.south,  who  had  begun  to  realize  that  Mr.  Lincoln  waa  the  best  Mond  tho  south  had. 

"  I  cannot  believe  that  even  Mr.  Davis  was  privy  to  the  diabolical  plot,  but  think  it  the 
emanation  of  a  set  of  young  men  of  the  south,  who  are  very  devils.  I  want  to  throw  upon 
the  south  the  care  of  this  class  of  men,  who  will  soon  be  as  obnoxloas  to  their  industrial 
classes  as  to  us. 

"  Had  I  pushed  Johnston's  army  to  an  eitremity,  it  would  have  dispersed  and  done  infi- 
nite mischief.  Johuston  informed  me  that  General  Stoneman  had  been  at  Salisbury,  and 
was  now  about  Statesvillo.     I  have  sent  him  ordei's  to  come  to  me. 

"General  Johnston  also  informed  me  that  General  Wilson  was  at  Columbus,  Ga.,  and 
he  wanted  me  to  arrest  his  progiess.     1  leave  that  to  you. 

"Indeed,  if  the  President  sanctions  my  f^reement  with  Johnston  our  interest  is  to  cease 
all  destmctiou. 

"Please  give  all  orders  necessary  according  to  the  views  the  Execntive  may  take,  and 

influence  him,  if  possible,  not  to  vary  the  terms  at  all,   for  I  have  considered  everything, 

and  believe  that  the  confedsrat*  armies  once  dispersed  we  can  adjust  all  else  fmly  and  well. 

"I  am  yours,  &c., 

■ '  General  H.  W.  HALLECIi,  Chief  of  Staff,  Washington,  D.  C." 

Lest  confasion.  should  result  to  the  mind  of  the  committee  by  the  latter  part 
(<f  the  above  letter,  I  will  state  it  was  adiJressed  to  General  Halleck  as  cbief  of 
staff,  when  he  was  the  proper  "maker  of  orders"  to  tlie  commander-ia-chief. 
The  whole  case  was  changed  wbeu,  on  the  S2d  of  April,  he  became  the  com- 
mander of  the  separate  division  of  the  James. 

As  stated  in  my  testimony,  Genei'al  Grant  reached  Raleigh  on  the  24tli.  On 
the  25th,  on  the  siippoaition  that  I  would  start  nest  day  to  chase  Johnston's 
army,  I  wrote  him  the  following  letter,  delivered  in  person : 

"  Hbadouartebs  DiTisfOK  oe  the  Mishishippi, 

"  la  Ike  Field,,  JtaUigh,  N.  C,  Jpril  25,  1865. 
"Gekbrai.:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  April  21,  with  enclosures,  yesterday, 
and  was  well  pleased  that  you  came  along,  as  you  must  have  observed  that  I  held  the  mili- 
tary control  so  as  to  adapt  it  to  any  phase  the  case  might  assume. 

"It  is  but  just  I  should  record  the  fact  that  I  made  my  terms  with  GeneralJohnstfln 
under  the  influencfi  of  the  liberal  terms  yoa  ostended  to  the  army  of  General  Lee  at  Appo- 
mattox Court  House  on  the  9th,  and  the  seeming  policy  of  oui  government  as  evinced  by  the 
call  of  the  Virginia  legislature  and  governor  bock  to  Kichmoad  under  yours  and  President 
Lincoln's  very  eyes.  It  now  appears  this  last  act  was  done  without  any  consultation  with 
ir  any  knowledge  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  but  rather  in  opposition  to  a  previous  policy  well 


_ ot  the  least  desire  to  interfere  in  the  civil  policy  of  our  government,  but  would 

shun  it  as  something;  not  to  jny  liking;  but  occasions  do  arise  when  a  prompt  seizure  of 
results  is  forced  on  military  commanders  not  in  immediate  communication  with  the  proper 
authority.  It  is  probable  that  the  terms  signed  by  General  Johuston  and  myself  were  not 
I'JeaT  enough  on  the  point,  well  understflod  between  us,  that  our  negotiations  did  not  apply  to 
ii.uy  parties  ontside  the  officers  and  men  of  the  confederate  armies,  which  could  easily  have 
!)cen  remedied. 

"  No  surrender  of  any  army,  not  actually  at  the  mercy  of  an  aoti^nisl,  was  ever  made 
without  "lia-ms,"  and  these  always  define  the  military  status  of  the  Buriendered.    Thus,  you 
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Btipiilated  ttat  the  officers  and  men  of  Lee's  aimj  should  not  be  molested  itt  their  homes  so 
Ions  as  they  obeyed  the  laws  at  the  place  of  tteii  resideQue. 

''I  do  not  wish  to  discuss  these  poluis  involTed  in  our  recognition  of  the  State  governments 
in  actual  eiisteuce,  bat  will  merely  state  my  conclusions  to  await  the  solution  of  the  fature. 

"  Bueli  action  on  our  part  in  no  manner  recogoiaes  for  a  momaut  the  so-cftUed  confederate 
government,  or  makes  uh  liable  for  its  debts  or  acts. 

"  The  laws  and  acts  done  by  the  several  Slates  during  the  periofl  of  rebellion,  are  void,  be- 
cause done  without  the  oath  prescribed  by  our  Consljtution  of  the  United  Stales,  which  is  a 
'  condition  precedent.' 

"  We  have  a  right  to  use  any  sort  of  m  schinery  to  produce  military  results  ;  and  it  is  the 
commonest  thing  for  military  commanders  to  use  the  civil  governments  in  actual  existence  as 
a  means  to  am  end.  I  do  believe  we  could  and  can  use  the  present  State  gBveniraentB  law- 
fully, consUtutionally,  and  as  the  very  best  possible  means  to  produce  the  object  desired,  viz ; 
entire  and  complete  submisBion  to  the  lawful  authority  of  the  United  States. 

"As  to  punishment  for  past  crimes,  that  is  for  thejudidary,  and  can  in  no  manner  of  way 
be  distar&ed  by  our  acts ;  and  so  far  as  I  can  I  will  vise  my  influence  that  rebels  shall  suffer 
all  the  personal  punishment  prescribed  hy  law ;  as  also  the  civil  liabilities  arising-  from  their 

"What  we  now  want  is  the  new  forms  of  law  by  which  commonmen  may  regain  the  posi- 
tions of  industry  so  long  disturbed  by  the  war. 

"  I  now  apprehend  that  the  rebel  armies  will  disperse,  and,  instead  of  dealing  with  Hii  or 
seven  States,  we  will  have  to  deal  with  numberless  bands  of  desperadoes,  headed  by  such 
men  as  Mosby,  Forrest,  Ked  Jackson,  and  others,  who  know  not  and  care  not  for  danger 
and  its  consequences. 

"  I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General. 
"Lieutenant  Ccueral  U.  S.  GraST,  Present," 

On  the  same  day  I  wrote  and  mailed  to  tlie  Secretary  of  War  the  foUowing : 

"  HEADQUAKTEilS  MlUTARlT   DIVISION   OP   THE   MISSISSIPPI, 

"InU-eFKld,  R<ddgk,N.  C.  Apra25,  1865. 
"Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  furnished  a  copy  of  your  letter  of  Apriiai  to  General  Grant,  sig- 
nifying your  flisapproval  of  the  terms  on  which  General  Johnston  proposed  to  disarm  and 
.  disperse  the  iusui^nts,  on  condition  of  amnesty,  ilfcc.  I  admit  my  folly  in  embracing  in  a 
military  convention  any  civil  matters  ;  but,  unfortunately,  such  is  the  nature  of  our  situation 
that  ihey  seem  inextricably  united ;  and  I  understood  from  you  at  Savannah  that  the  finan- 
cial state  of  the  country  demanded  military  snccesa,  and  would  warrant  a  little  bending  l« 


"I  still  believe  the  general  government  of  the  United  States  has  made  a  mistake;  but  that 
is  none  of  my  business — mine  is  a  different  task;  and  I  had  flattered  myself  that,  by  four 
years  of  patient,  unremitting,  and  successful  labor  I  deserved  no  reminder  soch  as  is  con- 
tained in  the  last  paragraph  of  your  letter  to  General  Grant.  You  may  assure  the  President 
that  I  heed  his  suggestion. 

"  I  am  truly,  &c., 

"W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  General,  Commanding. 
"  Hon.  E.  M.  StaKTON,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington." 

The  last  sentence  refers  to  the  fact  that  Greneral  Grant  had  been  sent  to 
Ealeigh  to  direct  military  movements.  That  was  the  first  time  in  my  life  I 
had  ever  had  a  word  of  reproof  from  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and 
I  was  naturally  senaitive.  But  all  I  said  to  any  one  was  to  General  Meigs,  who 
came  \vith  General  Grant,  that  it  was  not  kind  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Secretary 
Stanton,  The  fact,  however,  did  not  qualify  my  military  conduct.  The  final 
interview  with  General  Johnston  folbwecl,  and  the  terms  of  capitulation  were 
agreed  on  and  signed,  and  General  Grant  started  for  Washiagton,  bearing  the 
news  ;  when  on  the  28th  of  April  I  received  in  the  New  York  Times  the  most 
estraordinajy  budget  of  Mr,  Stanton,  which  for  the  firet  time  startled  me,  and 
I  wrote  to  General  Grant  this  letter : 

"  Headquartbrs  MiLFTARr  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 
■'  la  l/ie  ridd,  Apnl  28,  1865. 

■'  General:  Since  you  left  me  yesterday  I  have  seen  tie  New  York  Times  of  the  24th  in- 
stant, cont^ning  a  budget  of  military  news,  authenticated  by  the  signatui'e  of  the  Secretai'y 
of  War,  which  is  grouped  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  very  cnoneous  impressions.    It  embraces 
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a  copy  of  the  basis  of  agreement  between  myself  and  General  Johnston,  of  April  18,  with 
commentaries  which  it  will  be  time  enough  to  discuss  two  or  three  years  hence — after  tbe 
goremment  has  experimented  a  little  more  in  the  machinery  by  which  power  reaches  the 
scattered  people  of  the  vast  conntry  known  as  the  south;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  I  do  think 
that  my  rank  (if  not  past  services)  entitled  me  at  least  to  the  respect  of  keeping  secret  wliat 
was  known  to  none  but  the  cabinet  until  further  inquiry  could  be  niaae,  instead  of  giving 
publicity  to  documents  I  nerer  aaw,  and  drawing  inferences  wide  of  the  tin  th. 

"  I  never  aaw  or  had  furnished  me  a  copy  of  Mr.  Stanton's  despatch  to  yon  of  tlie  3d  of 
March,  nor  did  Mr,  Stanton,  or  any  human  bein^,  ever  convey  to  me  ilfl  substance,  or  any- 
thing like  it;  biit,  on  the  contrary,  I  had  seen  General  Weitzel's  invitation  to  tbe  Viiginia 
legislature,  made  in  Mr.  Lincoln's  very  presence,  and  had  failed  to  discern  any  oiher  official 
hint  of  a  plan  of  reconstruction ,  or  any  ideas  c^ilculated  to  lUlay  the  fears  of  the  people  of 
the  south,  after  the  destruction  of  their  armies  and  civil  authorities  would  leave  them 
without  any  government  at  all.  We  should  not  drive  a  peirole  into  anarchy,  audit  is  siniply 
impossible  for  our  militaiy  power  to  reach  all  the  masses  of  their  unhappy  country. 

"loonfessl  did  not  want  to  drive  General  Johnston's  army  into  bands  of  armed  men, 
going  about  without  purpose,  and  capable  only  of  in£nite  mischief.  But  yon  saw,  on  your 
arrival  at  Raleigh,  that  Ihad  my  armies  so  disposed  that  his  escape  was  only  possible  in  a 
disorganized  sit  ape,  and  as  you  did  not  choose  to  direct  military  operations  in  wis  quarter,  I 
infer  that  you  were  satiated  with  the  military  situation.  At  all  events,  the  momenti  learned 
(what  was  proper  enough)  the  disapproval  of  the  President,  T  acted  in  such  a  manner  ss  to 
compel  the  snrrender  of  General  Johnston's  whole  army  on  the  same  terms  as  you  had  pre- 
scribed to  General  Lee's  army  when  yon  had  it  surrounded  and  in  your  absolute  power. 

"Mir.  Stanton,  in  stating  that  my  orders  to  General  Stonemau  were  like]y  to  result  in  the 
escape  of  'Mr.  Davis  to  Mexico  or  Europe,'  is  in  deep  error.  General  Stoaeman  was  not 
at  Salisbury  then,  but  had  gone  hack  to  Statesville.  Davis  was  supposed  to  be  between  us, 
and  Stooeman  was  beyond  him.  By  turning  towards  me  be  was  approaching  Davis,  and 
bad  he  joined  me,  as  ordered,  I  thcu  would  have  had  a  monnted  force  needed  for  that  and 
other  purposes.  But  even  now  I  don't  know  that  Mr.  Stanton  wants  Davis  caught,  aud  as 
jny  official  papers,  deemed  sacred,  are  hastily  published  to  the  world,  it  will  be  imprudent 
for  rate  to  state  what  bas  been  done  in  that  respect. 

"As  tbe  editor  of  tbe  Times  has  (it  may  be)  logically  and  fairly  drawn  the  inference  from 
this  singular  document  that  I  am  inaabordioate,  I  can  only  deny  the  intention.  I  have 
never  in  my  life  questioned  or  disobeyed  an  order,  though  many  and  many  a  time  have  I 
risked  my  life,  my  health,  and  reputatdon  in  obeying  orders,  or  even  hints  to  execute  plana 
and  pnrposes  not  to  my  lilcing.  It  is  not  fair  to  withhold  from  me  plans  and  policy  (if  any 
there  be)  and  expect. me  to  gness  at  them,  for  facts  and  events  appear  qaite  different  from 
different  stand  points.  ForTijur  years  I  have  been  in  cwnp  dealing  with  soldiers,  and  I  can 
assure  you  that  the  conelasions  at  which  the  cabinet  arrived  with  such  singular  unanimity 
differ  from  mine.  I  conferred  freely  with  the  best  officers  in  this  array  as  to  the  points  in- 
volved in  this  controversy,  and,  strange  to  say,  they  were  singnlaily  unanimous  in  tbe  other 
conclusion,  and  they  will  learn  with  pain  and  sorrow  that  I  am  deemed  insubordinate,  and 
wanting  in  common  sense;  that  I,  who  have  laboied  day  and  night,  win' —    ■■     - 


four  years,  and  have  brought  an  army  of  7U,O0U  men,  iu  magnificent  condition,  across  a 

adeemed  impassable,  and  placed  it  just  where  it  was  wanted  almost  on  thS  day  ap- 
,  have  brought  discredit  on  the  government.     I  do  not  wish  to  boast  of  this,  but  '' 


J  that  it  entitled  me  to  the  courtesy  of  being  consulted  before  publishing  to  the  world 
a  proposition  rightfully  submitted  to  higher  authority  for  adjudication,  and  then  accompa- 
nied by  statements  which  invited  the  press  to  be  let  loose  on  me. 

"It  is  true  that  non-combatants,  men  who  sleep  in  comfort  and  security  whilst  we  wateh 
on  the  distant  lines,  are  better  able  to  judge  than  we  poor  soldiers,  who  iarely  see  a  news- 
paper, hardly  can  hear  from  our  families,  or  stop  long  enough  to  get  our  pay,  I  envy  not 
the  task  of  reconstiTiction,  and  am  delighted  that  the  Secretary  has  relieved  me  of  it. 

"  As  yoD  did  not  undertake  to  assume  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  this  army,  I  infer 
that  on  personal  inspe<:tion  your  mind  arrived  at  a  different  conclusion  from  that  of  Mr. 
Secretary  Stanton.     I  will  thei'efore  go  on  and  execute  your  orders  to  the  conclusion,  and 
when  done  will,  with  intense  satisfaction,  leave  to  the  civil  authorities  tbe  execution  of  the 
task  of  which  they  seem  to  me      '    '  '    '  '  .......... 

follow  my  path,  for  they  may  ai 
philosophy. 

"  With  sincere  respect, 

"  Lioulenant  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

"  Gaierat-in- Chief,  Waahinglon,  D.  C. 

"P.  S.— -As  Mr.  Stanton's  singular  paper  has  been 
made  public,  thongh  I  am  in  no  manner  responsible 
proper  superiors. 
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Since  ray  arrival  at  Washinfftoii  I  liave  learned  from  General  Grant  that  tliia 
letter  was  receiTccl,  but  lie  prd'erred  to  withhold  it  until  my  arrival,  as  he  knew 
I  was  marching  tnwards  Washington  with  my  army.  Upon  ray  aiTJval  I  did  not 
insist  OH  its  pubiieatiou  till  it  was  drawn  out  by  this  inquiry.  I  also  append 
Iiera  the  copy  of  a,  letter  from  Colonel  T.  S,  Bowers,  Asaiatant  Adjutant  General, 
asking  me  to  modify  my  report  as  to  the  point  of  violating  my  truce,  "tvith  my 

"  HEADIiLAUTCUS  AR      Lf  O     T    C  XJVITEl    ST    Tf 

W  ^ 

"  Major  Genornl  W.  T.  SiiEHJJAN,  CommaiidtHg  Mil        1/  D 

"  GeiierHl  Grant  directs  me  to  call  j-oar  attention  to  tl  a  pa  I 


aity  of  uiBinlMning  your  trace  at  tho  eipenae  of  n  any  li 

thinks  that  in  making  a  trace  tha  coaimander  of  an  a  my  ca  y 

anil  that  the  hostile  general  must  malic  his  own  u  an^en  en  " 
agiunat  him. 

"Whilst  independent  generals  acting  against  a  con  n  on  1  e    o       n!it  ra  Ij  t      eoncer 

the  freueral  deams  that  each  must  bo  thojud^  of  hs  o    n  1  ty   ind     spon?  e  fo      s    ^o 

"If  yoii  .slioald  wish,  iha  report  will  l)o  returned  fo   any  cl  ang   you  lee     be  t 
"  VeiT  respectftilU-,  jour  obedient  servant, 

"T.   S.  BOWERS,  Assistant  Ad jvtint  Gmini-al." 

"Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

"  WasUngtou,  D.  C,  MayliG,  1865. 

"Colonel:  I  had  the  lionoc  to  receive  your  letter  of  May  25  last  Bvening,  and  I  hasten  to- 
answer.  I  ivish  to  precede  it  hj  renewing  the  asfiuranee  of  my  entire  confldance  and  respect 
for  the  President  and  Lieutenant  General  Grant,  and  that  in  all  inatterB  I  will  bo  most  willing 
to  shape  my  official  and  private  condnct  to  suit  tlieir  wishes.  The  past  is  beyond  my  con- 
trol, and  the  mattora  embrace*!  in  the  ofSaial  report  to  which  you  refer  are  finished.  It  in 
lint  jnst  the  reasons  that  actaated  me,  iTglit  or  wrong,  should  stand  of  record ;  Tint.in  all 
future  eases,  should  any  arise,  I  will  respect  the  decision  of  General  Grant,  though  I  think 
it  wrong;. 

"  Supposing  a  guard  has  prisoners  in  charge,  and  ofGeera  of  another  eommand  should  aim 
to  rescue  or  Mil  them,  is  it  not  clear  the  guwd  must  defend  the  prisoners?     Same  of  a  safe- 

Enard.  So  jealous  is  the  military  law  to  protect  and  maintain  ^ooJ  fait/t  when  pledgecl 
lat  the  law  adjudges  death  and  no  alternative  punishment  to  one  who  violatea  a  safe-guard 
in  foreign  parts.  (See  Ariidn  of  War  No.  56.)  For  murder,  arson,  treason,  and  the  highe.?t 
military  erimes,  tlie  punishment  prescribed  by  law  is  death,  or  soma  minor  punishment ;  but 
for  the  violation  of  a  'safe-guard'  death,  and  death  alone,  is  the  prescribed  penalty,  I 
instance  tliis  fo  illustrate  how  in  military  stipuJations  to  an  enemy  our  government  commands 
and  enfapes  '  good  faith.'  In  discussing  this  matter  I  would  lifeo  to  refer  to  many  writers 
on  military  law,  but  am  willinf;  to  tahe  Halleclt  as  the  lost  (Seo  his  chapter  So.  37. )  In 
the  very  first  article  he  Bt  es  tl  at^uo/ /ait/  slio  1  a  n  B}  s  I  e  observed  between  onemiea  in 
war,  becnusu  when  ou  fa  has  en  pledjf  d  to  h  n  sn  ar  as  the  promise  extends  he  ceases 
to  bean  enemy.  Ho  th  u  d  fines  eni  ntr  f  on  pnc  s  and  cnnsenliona,  and  says  they  are 
made  sometimes  for  a  j,e  o  al  o  ol  1  o   ilitles  for  the  '  surrender  of  an 

army,'  &e.     They  mav    a  places  or  particular  forces,  hut  of 

coiuse  tan  only  bind  the  a  ho  makes  the  truce  and  co  — ' — ' — 

only  with  the  estent  of  h  s  ar  elaiiiied,  and  clearly  e 

whole  case.     All  of  North  C  eoou  mand,  with  General 

"  ts  department  commander  an  me      I  never  asked  the  truce  to  have 

■"    '  '  '  ...  '      (j  ne  al  Halle  k  himself,  in  his  Orders  No.  1, 

such  pa  t  of  North  Carolina  as  was  not  occu- 

_    ,,_    o        He  could  not  pursue  and  cut  off  Johnston's 

leiieat  towards  Salishu  y  and  Charlotte  v  Ihout  nvad  ug  uy  command,  and  so  patent  was 
his  purpose  to  defy  and  vtaUite  my  t  uee  that  M  Stanton  s  publication  of  the  fact,  not  even 
yet  recalled,  modified  or  espla  ned  vaa  headed  Ihenum's  truce  disregarded,' that  Uic 
whole  world  dreiv  but  one  fere  ee  It  adn  la  ot  o  other  I  never  claimed  that  that  truce 
bound  Genei'sls  Halleek  or  Canhy  w  th  n  the  spho  o  of  (J  nr  respective  commands  as  defined 
by  themselves, 

"It  was  a  partial  trace  of  very  short  duration,  clearly  witliin  my  limits  and  right,  justified 
by  eveiits,  and  as  in  the  ease  of  prisoners  in  my  custody,  or  the  violation  of  a  sate-guard 
g^ven  by  ine  in  ray  own  territorial  limits,  I  was  bound  to  miuntain  good  faitli. 

"I  prefer  not  to  change  my  repoit,  but  again  repeat  that  in  all  future  eases  I  am  willing  to 
be  goveraad  by  tlie  interpretation  of  General  Grant,  althongb  I  again  invite  his  attention  to 
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llic  limita  of  mj  cooimand  and  tiose  of  General  Halleck  at  the  time,  and  the  pointed  phrase 
ology  of  GfineraJ  Hslledc's  daspatoh  to  Mr.  Stanton,  wherein  he  reports  that  lie  had  ordorei 
his  generals  to  pftj  do  hpod  to  oiy  orders  within  llie  clearly  defined  area  of  my  command. 


It  General,  Washington,  D.  C." 

I  now  add  the  two  letters  written  to  Mr.  Stanton  nt  Savannali,  and  the 
licBpatch  from  Atlanta,  mentioned  in  the  body  of  my  teetimony,  and  Mr.  Lin- 
coln'e  answer. 

'■  HeADQUARTEES  MlLlTABY  DIVISION  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

'■  Ja  the  Field,  Savmiiiak,  January  2,  1865. 

"Sir:  1  have  just  received  from  Lientenant  General  Grant  a  copy  of  Ihat  part  of  your  tele- 
gram to  him  of  December  26,  relating  to  cotton,  a  copy  of  which  iias  been  jmmediateiy  fur- 
nished to  General  Easton,  my  chief  quartermaatei,  who  will  be  strictly  governed  by  it. 

' '  I  had  already  been  approached  by  all  the  consuls  and  half  tlie  people  of  Savannah  on  this 
cotton  qnestion,  and  my  invariable  answer  has  been,  that  all  the  cotton  in  Savannah  was 
prize  of  war  and  belonged  t«  the  United  States,  and  nobody  should  rocover  a  bale  of  it  with 
my  consent,  and  that  as  cotton  had  been  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  this  war  it  should  help 
pay  its  expenses ;  that  tdl  cotton  became  tainted  with  treason  from  tbe  hour  the  first  a^lt  of 
hostility  was  committed  against  the  United  States  some  time  in  December,  I860  ;  and  Ibat 
no  bill  of  sale  subsequent  to  that  date  could  convey  title. 

"My  orders  were  that  an  officer  of  the  ijaartermaster's  department,  United  States  army, 
might  furnish  the  holder,  agent,  or  attorney  a  mere  cerfifioate  of  the  fact  of  seizure,  with 
description  of  the  hales  marked,  &c.,  the  cotton  then  to  be  tamed  over  to  the  agent  of  the 
'"■-aBuiy-  Department  to  he  shimed  to  New  York  for  sale.  But  since  the  receipt  of  your 
nafcli.  I  have  ordered  General  Easton  to  make  tbe  shipment  himself  to  the  quartermaster 
//  York,  where  j^on  can  dispose  of  it  at  pleasure.  I  do  not  think  the  Treasniy  Depait- 
moui  ought  to  bother  itself  with  the  priaes  or  captures  of  war. 

"  Mr.  Barday,  former  consul  at  New  York,  representing  Mr.  Molynenx,  former  consul  here, 
but  absent  since  a  long  time,  called  on  me  ia  pereon  with  reference  to  cotton  claimed  by 
English  subjects.    He  seemed  amazed  when  I  told  him  I  should  pay  no  respect  to  consular 


despair 
at  New 


,  and  that  in  no  event  would  I  treat  an  English  subject  with  more  favor  than  oi 
01  our  own  deluded  cutizene,  and  that  for  my  part  T  was  unwiuing  to  fight  for  cotton  for  the 
benefit  of  Englishmen  openly  engaged  in  smu^ling  arms  and  instruments  of  war  to  kill  ns; 
that,  on  the  contrary,  it  would  Mfbrd  me  gi'eat  satisfaction  to  conduct  my  army  to  Nassau 
and  wipe  out  that  nest  of  pirates.  I  explained  to  him,  however,  that  I  was  not  a  diplomatic 
agent  of  tbe  general  government  of  tbe  United  States,  but  that  my  opinion,  so  frankly  ex- 
pressed, was  that  of  a  soldier,  which  it  would  be  well  for  bim  to  heed.  It  appeared  also 
that  he  owned  a  plantation  on  the  line  of  investment  of  Savannah,  which,  of  coarse,  is  de- 
stroyed, and  for  which  he  expected  me  to  give  him  some  certificate  entitling  him  to  idomni- 
iication,  which  I  declined  emphatically. 

"  I  have  adopted  in  Savannah  rules  concerning  property,  severe,  but  just,  founded  upon 
the  laws  of  nations  and  the  practice  of  civilized  governments,  and  am  clearly  of  the  opinion 
that  we  should  claim  all  the  belligerent  rights  over  conqnored  countries,  that  the  people  may 
reaUze  the  truth  that  war  is  no  child's  play. 

"I  embrace  in  this  a  copy  of  a  letter  dated  December  31,  1864,  in  answer  to  one  from  Solo- 
mon Cohen,  a  rich  lawyer,  to  General  Blair,  his  personal  friend,  as  follows : 

"  'Geberal:  Your  note  eneloang  Mr.  Cohen's  of  this  data  is  received,  and  I  answer  frankly 
through  you  his  inquiries. 

"  'First.  No  one  can  pracdee  law  as  an  attorney  in  the  United  States  without  acknowledging 
the  supremacy  of  our  government.  If  I  am  not  in  error,  an  attorney  is  as  much  an  officer 
of  the  court  as  the  clerk,  and  it  would  be  a  novel  thing  in  a  government  to  have  a  court  to 
administer  law  that  denied  the  supremacy  of  the  ^verument  itself. 

' ' '  Second.  No  one  will  be  allowed  the  privileges  of  a  merchant ;  or,  rather,  to  hude  is  a 
privil^e  which  no  one  should  seekof  the  government  without  in  like  manner  acknowledging 
its  supremacy. 

'"  Tkird.  If  Mr.  Coheu  remains  in  Savannah  as  a  denizen,  his  property,  real  and  personal, 
will  not  be  disturbed  unless  its  temporary  use  be  necessary  for  the  military  authorities  of  the 
city.  The  title  to  property  will  not  be  disturbed  in  any  eront,  until  adjudicated  by  the 
courts  of  the  United  States. 

"  '  Fourth.  If  Mc.  Cohen  leaves  Savannah  under  my  Special  Order  No.  143,  it  is  a  public 
acknowledgment  that  he  '  adheres  to  tbe  enemies  of  the  United  States,'  and  all  his  property 
becomes  forfeited  to  the  United  States.     But  as  a  matter  of  favor  he  will  bo  allowed  to  carry 
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ivitli  him  clothing  aud  furniture  foi'  the  use  of  himself,  his  family,  and  servauls,  iicd  will  be 
trsinsporled  within  the  enemy's  lines,  but  not  hy  may  of  Port  Eoyal. 

"  'These  rules  will  apply  to  nil  parties,  and  from  them  no  esceptjon  lyill  be  made. 
"  'I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

'■'W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Major  GentmL 
"  'Major  General  F.  P.  Blair. 

"  '  Commanding  17(4  Army  Corps.' 

"This  letter  was  in  answer  to  specific  inquiries;  it  jh  clear  and  specific,  and  covers  all  the 
points,  and  sboald  I  leave  before  jny  orders  are  eseeuted,  1  will  endeavor  to  impress  upon 
my  successor,  General  Foster,  Hieir  wisdom  and  propriety. 

"  I  hope  the  coni'se  I  have  taken  in  these  matters  will  meet  your  approbation,  'and  that  the 
President  will  not  refund  to  parties  claiming  cotton  or  other  property,  witliont  the  strongest 
,  evidence  of  loyalty  and  friendship  on  the  part  of  the  claimant,  or  unless  some  other  positire 
end  is  to  be  gained. 

"I  am,  with  great  respect,  yotir  obedient  s( 


"  HeAUQUARTBBB    MiLrTARY     DlVlSISOH  OF  niK  MISSISSIPPI, 

•■lathe  Field,  Savannah,  January  19,  18(i5. 

"  Sir  :  When  jou  left  Savannah  a  few  days  ago  yon  forgot  the  map  which  General  Geary 
had  prepared  tor  you,  showing  the  route  by  vibicli  his  division  entered  the  city  of  Savati- 
jiah— being  the  first  (roups  to  ocoapy  that  city.     I  now  Bend  it  to  yon, 

"  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  also  to  enclose  you  copies  of  all  my  ofEcial  orders 
tmichSng  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  people  of  Georgia,  as  well  as  for  the  establishment 
t>f  the  negro  settlemenfB. 

"  Delegations  of  the  people  of  Qeor^a  continue  to  come,  and  I  am  satiafled  that  a  little 
judicious  handling  and  by  a  little  respect  being  paid  to  their  prejudices,  we  can  cceale  a 
Bchisui  in  Jefferson  Davis's  dominions.  All  that  I  have  conversed  with  realize  the  truth 
that  slavery  as  an  institution  is  defanet,  and  the  only  questions  that  remain  are  what  dis- 
position shall  be  made  of  the  negroes  themselves.  I  confess  myeelf  uaable  to  offer  a  com- 
plete solution  for  these  questions,  and  prefer  to  leave  it  to  the  slower  operations  of  time. 
We  have  given  the  initiative,  and  can  afford  to  await  the  working  of  the  experiment. 

"  as  to  trade  mattei-s  I  also  think  It  is  to  our  interest  to  keep  the  people  somewhat  de- 
pendent on  the  articles  of  oommeroe  to  which  they  have  been  hitherto  accustomed.  Gen- 
eral Grover  is  now  here,  and  will,  I  think,  be  able  to  manage  this  matter  judiciously,  and 
may  gradually  relax  and  invite  tt  t  m  a  in  large  quantities.  But  at  first  we 
should  manifest  no  undue  ansiety  th  t  si,  f  the  rebels  would  at  once  make  use  of 
it  as  a  power  against  uB.  We  Eh  Id  m  t  e  of  potfect  contempt  for  cotton  and 
everything  else  in  compacisoa  with  th  gr  t  bject  of  the  war — the  ra\<^ation  of  the  Onion 
teilh  aU  Ut  Tights  and  pomer.     If  the     be)    b  tt   i  as  a  war  measure,  tbey  rimply  play 

into  our  hands  by  taking  away  th  ly  p  d  t  f  value  they  now  have  to  exchange  in 
foreign  ports  for  war  ships  and  mnn  t  By      h  i  conree  also  they  alienate  the  feelings 

of  the  large  cltiss  of  small  farmei'  h.  t  look  t  tl  ir  little  parcels  of  cotton  to  exchange 
for  food  and  clothing  for  their  families  I  hope  the  government  will  not  manifest  too  much 
anxiety  to  obtain  cotton  in  large  quantities,  and  especially  tliat  the  President  will  not  in- 
dorse tho  contracts  for  the  purchase  of  \arga  quantities  of  cotton.  Several  contracts,  in- 
volving from  six  to  fen  thousand  bales,  indorsed  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  have  been  shown  me,  but 
were  not  in  such  a  form  as  to  amount  to  an  order  for  me  to  facilitate  their  execuUon. 

"As  to  treasury  trade  agents  and  agents  to  take  charge  of  confiscated  and  abandoned  pro- 
perty, whose  salaries  depend  on  their  fees,  I  can  only  say  that  as  a  general  rule  they  are 
mischievous  and  disturbing  elements  to  a  military  government,  and  it  is  almost  impossible 
for  us  to  study  the  law  and  regulations  so  as  ffl  understand  fully  their  powers  and  duties. 
I  rather  think  the  quartermaster's  departmeat  of  the  army  could  better  fulfil  all  their 
duties  and  aocoiiipUsh  alt  that  is  aimed  at  by  tho  law  Yet  on  this  subject  I  will  leave 
Generals  B'ostec  and  Grover  to  do  the  best  they  can. 

"  I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

"W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
' '  Ma/or  Gemi-al,  Commanding, 

"Hon.  Edwin  M. Stanion, 

••  Secretiry  of  War,   Washingloii,  D.  C." 
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-'  HBiDquAKTEBS  Military  Division  oi  the  Mississifpi. 

'■  Jn  the  Field,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  September  15,  lS(i4. 
"  My  report  is  done,  and  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  jislget  a  few  more  of  the  subordmate 
lepurtg,     I  am  awaiting  a cOYiriur from  General  Grant.     AM  well,  and  troops  in  Une,  healthy 
camps,  and  supplies  coming  forward  linely. 

"  Governor  Brown  has  dislianded  his  militia  to  gather  the  corn  and  sorghum  of  the  State. 


o  believe  that  he  and  rttephi 
Eirty  invitation. 
"I  will  exchange  2,000 


with  Hood,  but  n^ 


!K,  WtiiJiingtott.  D.  C" 


■'  Washington,  D.  C, 
"^17,  1864—10  a.  m. 
cilijectsof  your  despatch  mentioning 


I  liave  not  possession  here  of  all  my  official  records,  most  of  vtieh  are  oar 
west.  I  have  selected  the  ahove  from  my  more  recent  letter  hooks,  and  offet 
them  to  show  how  prompt  and  full  have  heen  my  official  reports,  and  how  un- 
necessary was  all  the  clamor  made  touching  my  actions  and  opinions  at  the 
time  the  basis  of  agreement  of  April  18  was  submitted  to  the  President.  All 
of  which  is  most  respectfully  siihmitted. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Majw  General  U.  S.  A. 
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In  TifE  Senate  or  the  United  States,  Juid  29,  1864. 
Bcialvcd,  That  fhe  Committee  on  the  Conilact  of  the  Wnr  1»  icBtnictod  to  inquire  what 
prag^tsH  has  been  made  in  the  constraotion  of  the  iron-clsd  eteam  gunboats  couttaotod  for 
m  the  year  1862,  by  whom  the  contract  waa  made  on  the  part  of  the  government,  who 
plani  ed  the  models  of  the  same,  and  who  is  responsible  therefor ;  have  any  of  them  been 
finibhed ,  if  so,  what  waa  the  coudilaon  of  ihs  toseoI  sfter  she  was  launched ;  are  the  other 
^  esiels  oontracled  for  to  he  built  on  a  plan  or  model  aimilar  U>  the  Chimo,  lately  launched 
«lt  Huston  ;  anS  all  iufomistiou  which  may  be  had  touching  said  gunboiits. 
Attest : 

J.  W.  FORNEY,  Secretary. 


Tlie  Joint  Committee  on  tlie  Conduct  of  the  War  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  : 

ruring  the  year  1862  the  necessity  for  some  light-draught  armored 
vessels  for  operations  on  our  western  rivers  and  the  shallow  bays  and 
sounds  upon  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  became  so  urgent  that  the 
Navy  Department  determined  to  provide  some  for  that  purpose  if 
possible.  Application  was  made  to  Mr.  John  Ericsson,  the  inventor 
of  the  original  Monitor,  for  a  plan  of  a  light-draught  monitor,  to  carry 
one  turret,  and  to  have  a  draught  of  from  six  to  six  and  a  half  feet. 
On  the  9th  of  October  Mr.  Ericsson  submitted  to  the  department  a 
plan,  which,  to  use  his  own  words,  "was  not  intended  as  a  working 
plan,  yet  it  defined  with  clearness  and  precision  the  general  principle, 
and  the  mode  of  building  the  vessel,  engines,  boilers,  and  propellers." 

Mr.  Ericsson  not  having  time  to  make  all  the  calculations  and  de- 
tailed working  plans,  that  work  was  confided  to  Chief  Engineer  Alban 
0.  Stimers,  of  the  United  States  navy.  Mr.  Stimers  had  been  engaged 
with  Mr.  Ericsson  in  the  construction  of  the  first  monitor,  had  gone 
in  that  vessel,  in  the  capacity  of  engineer,  from  New  York  to  Hamp- 
ton roads,  had  there  assisted  in  the  contest  between  the  Monitor  and 
the  rebel  iron-clad,  the  Merrimac,  and  since  that  time  had  been  en- 
gaged more  or  less,  by  order  of  the  Navy  Department,  in  superin- 
tending the  copstruction  of  the  other  monitors  contracted  for  by  the 
department.  The  detailed  plan  having  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Stimers, 
the  department  advertised  for  proposals  as  follows  : 
[Advertisement.  ] 
LlGHT-DRAIIfJHT   VK5SGLS   FOE   BJVERS   ANO    BAYS. 

Navy  Department,  Febmary  10,  1863. 
The  Kavy  Department  will  receive  proposals  for  the  construction  and  com- 
pletion, in  every  i-espect,  {except  guns,  ordnauce  stores,  fuel,  proviaioasj  and     . 
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uautica!  inatrumeuta,)  of  avmored  ateamera,  of  about  seven  Lundred  tona,  of 
■wood  and  iron  combined,  haviiig  a  single  revolving  turret. 

On  personal  application  at  the  Navy  Department  in  Wastington,  or  to  Keav- 
Admii'al  Gregoiy,  No.  413  Broadway,  New  York,  parties  intending  to  offer  can 
examine  the  plans  and  specificationa,  which  will  be  ftimished  to  the  contractors 
by  the  department. 

No  offer  will  be  considered  unless  from  pattiea  who  arc  prepared  to  esecute 
work  of  this  kind,  having  suitable  oliops  and  tools  of  ■nhieh  if  not  known  to 
the  department,  they  must  present  evidence  with  then  bid 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  July  17,  18(>2  prohibits  the  tiansfer  of  any 
conti'act  or  order,  or  interest  therein 

The  bidders  will  state  the  price  aud  the  time  withm  which  they  wiU  agree  to 
complete  the  vessel  or  vessels  and  the  bid  must  be  acLompanied  by  the  giiar- 
iuitee  required  by  law,  that  if  aw  aided  to  them  they  w  ill  pi  jmptly  execute  the 
contract. 

Pi-opositions  wiD  be  received  until  the  24th  Aiy  of  Fehrutry  and  they  must 
be  indorsed  "Proposals  foi  ves'fels  fir  nver  deience  '  to  distmguish  them  from 
other  business  letters. 

From  the  bids  thus  rocoived  a  general  average  price  was  estab- 
lished, of  a  little  less  than  $400,000  each,  and  during  the  months  of 
March,  April,  and  May,  1863,  contracts  were  made  for  the  building 
of  twenty  light-draught  monitors  upon  the  same  plan,  Mr.  Stimers 
was  placed  in  charge  of  their  construction,  and  the  contractors  were 
directed  to  look  to  him  for  instructions.  He  was  ordered  to  consult 
with  Mr.  Ericsson  in  preparing  his  plans  and  drawings  for  contract- 
ors, and,  at  his  own  request,  was  authorized  to  establish  an  office 
and  employ  assistants  in  New  York  city,  where  he  could  have  facil- 
ities for  frequent  and  easy  consultation  with  Mr.  Ericsson. 

In  May,  1864,  the  first  of  these  vessels,  the  Chimo,  built  by  Mr. 
Aquila  Adams,  was  launched  at  Boston.  She  was  found  to  be  a  fail- 
ure, so  far  as  the  original  design  was  concerned,  of  a  light-draught 
river  monitor.  All  these  vessels  having  been  designed  upon  the 
same  plan,  further  work  was  at  once  suspended  upon  them.  A  com- 
mission was  appointed  on  the  11th  of  June,  1864,  to  examine  thom, 
and  to  recommend  what  should  be  done  with  them  to  remedy  their 
defects.  The  commission  reported  on  the  9th  of  July,  1864,  recom- 
mending that  five  of  the  vessels  should  be  changed  into  torpedo  boats, 
by  removing  the  turrets,  &c.,  in  order  to  lighten  their  draught,  and 
that  the  other  fifteen  should  be  changed  by  building  up  their  sides 
twenty-two  inches,  increasing  their  draught,  but  rendering  them 
more  serviceable  as  monitors.  That  recommendation  was  adopted  by 
the  department,  and  the  proposed  changes  have  been  carried  out. 

These  vessels  were  found  to  be  defective  in  draught  and  in  speed. 
Instead  of  being  some  fifteen  inches  out  of  the  water  when  fully 
completed  and  equipped,  as  was  the  original  design,  it  was  found 
that  they  would  barely  float,  their  decks  being  awash  with  the  water. 
Their  speed,  instead  of  being  from  seven  to  nine  knots  an  hour,  was 
found  upon  trial  to  be  only  from  three  and  a  half  to  four  knots  an  hour. 
The  increased  draught  was  caused,  first,  by  reason  of  a  miscalculation 
of  the  weights  of  the  materials  and  the  amount  of  displacement;  and, 
s'(condly,  in  consequence  of  the  additions  and  alterations  made  in  the 
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plims  after  the  contracts  were  entered  into.  Many  of  these  altera- 
tions were  considered  necessary  from  the  experience  gained  hy  the 
navy  in  the  attack  made  by  the  monitors  and  other  vessels  upon  the 
rehet  forts  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  and  were  adopted  to  obviate 
defects  which  that  engagement  showed  to  exist  in  the  monitors.  The 
addition  of  a  water-tank  around  the  vessel  was  made  upon  the  sug- 
gedtion  of  Admiral  Smith,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks, 
for  the  purpose  of  enabhng  these  light-draught  vessels,  when  navi- 
gating unknown  waters,  to  sink  themselves,  so  that  when  they  should 
run  aground  they  could  be  floated  off  by  pumping  the  water  out  of 
the  tanks. 

The  errors  in  the  calculations  of  weights  and  amount  of  displace- 
ment would  appear  from  the  testimony  to  be  in  a  great  part  attribu- 
table to  Mr.  Stimers  and  those  in  his  employ.  He  had  almost  the 
entire  control  of  the  matter  ;  to  him  was  intrusted  the  making  the 
calculations,  drawing  the  plans,  and  superintending  the  work  of  con- 
struction. He  had  the  calculations  made  by  a  young  man  in  his 
office,  who  Mr.  Stiraers  says  was  a  man  of  ability,  but  too  young  and 
inexperienced  to  make  all  the  calculations  upon  which  were  to  be 
built  twenty  vessels,  at  a  cost  of  several  millions  of  dollars.  Mr. 
Stimers  says  that  although  he  had  great  confidence  in  the  ability  of 
this  young  man,  yet  he  deemed  it  necessary  that  his  work  should  be 
reviewed  by  others  of  more  experience  ;  for  that  purpose  he  says 
that  he  submitted  the  caiciiiations  to  Mr.  Lenthall,  chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  Construction  and  Repairs,  stating  that  they  were  the  work  of  a 
young  man,  and  it  was  important  that  they  should  be  verified,  and 
requested  that  it  should  be  done,  which  was  refused.  This  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Stiraers  is  flatly  denied  by  Mr.  Lenthall. 

Mr.  Stimers  also  states,  that  according  to  orders,  he  consulted  with 
Mr,  Ericsson  in  regard  to  the  plans  and  alterations  and  additions  to 
the  original  plan,  and  also  consulted,  or  endeavored  to  do  so,  with 
the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering,  Mr.  Isherwood,  and 
the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repairs,  Mr.  Lenthall. 
Mr.  Ericsson,  while  admitting  that  he  was  sho%vn  many  of  the  plans 
and  drawings  prepared  under  the  directions  of  Mr.  Stimers,  denies 
that  he  was  consulted  at  all,  even  in  regard  to  those  matters  which 
were  shown  to  him.  And  Mr.  Lenthall  and  Mr.  Isherwood  deny  that 
they  were  ever  consulted  by  Mr.  Stimers  in  regard  to  these  light- 
draught  monitors. 

The  defect  in  the  speed  was  caused  mainly  by  the  increased  draught 
of  those  vessels  ;  the  principal  difiSculty  being  caused  by  the  immer- 
sion of  the  overhang  protecting  the  rudder,  which  prevented  the 
screw  from  properly  operating,  in  consequence  of  its  being  partially 
enclosed  in  a  box  under  the  water.  Some  of  the  witnesses  attribute 
some  of  the  lack  of  speed  to  the  engines  not  being  such  as  should 
have  been  put  in  those  vessels, 

The  fact  having  been  fully  established  that  those  vessels,  as  ori- 
ginally planned  a^d  constructed, failed  to  accomplish  the  purpose  for 
which  they  were  designed,  your  committee  have  not  deemed  it  neces- 


;  Google 


lY  LIGHT-DRAITORS; 

enry  to  take  testimony  in  regard  to  all  the  details,  noi-  in  tiieii-  report 
to  refer  to  al!  the  details  which  appeur  in  the  teatimony. 

It  is  due  to  Engineer  Stimers  to  state  that  his  duties  as  general 
inspector  and  superintendent  of  the  construction  of  monitors  and 
iron-clads  were  very  arduous.     He  says  : 

"  I  had  to  visit  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Cheater,  Pennaylvaaia,  and  Wilmipg- 
ton,  Delawai-e,  hesides  a  great  many  places  about  New  York.  There  werenew 
vessels  also  being  built  in  Cineianati  and  Pittsburg,  although  I  did  not  visit 
there  until  some  time  aAer  that ;  but  there  was  a  great  deal  of  correspondence 
growing  up,  making  out  all  these  new  contracts,  teaching  civilian  inspectors 
what  their  duties  were,  and  learning  what  were  the  views  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, and  of  Captain  Ericsson.     I  was  consequently  occupied  pretty  closely." 

He  does  not  appear  to  have  been  influenced  by  any  desire  other 
than  to  make  as  serviceable  vessels  as  possible.  A  misunderstand- 
ing arose  between  him  and  Mr.  Ericsson,  which  led  Mr,  Ericsson  to 
deny  any  responsibility  in  the  matter,  and  for  some  reason  there  was 
an  unfriendly  feeling  towards  Mr.  Stimers  upon  the  part  of  the  chief 
of  the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering  and  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Construction  and  Repairs.  Mr.  Stimers  states  that  he  always  regard- 
ed tho.^e  oflicers  as  inimical  to  the  construction  of  iron -clad,  vessels. 
He  says  : 

"  I  always  felt  that  it  was  a  regular  fight — that  we  had  to  conquer  them 
hefore  we  could  get  them  to  do  anything.  On  the  one  side  it  was  a  fight  with 
the  bureaus,  and  on  the  other  side  it  was  a  fight  with  the  contractflrs,  to  make 
them  do  anything  right.     It  was  a  very  unpleasant  position  which  I  held." 

On  the  other  hand  those  officers  deny  that  they  either  had  or  have 
now  any  unfriendly  feelings  towards  monitor  or  iron-clad  vessels,  but 
express  a  very  poor  opinion  of  Mr.  Stimers. 

When  it  was  found  that  these  vessels  were  failures  as  originally 
designed  and  constructed,  Mr.  Stimers  was  removed  from  the  posi- 
tion he  had  held  in  relation  to  them,  and  they  were  placed  in  charge 
of  other  officers,  and  altered  as  recommended  by  the  commission  ap- 
pointed to  examine  them.  The  five  changed  into  torpedo  boats  were 
altered  at  a  cost  of  from  $50,000  to  $60,000  each  ;  the  other  fifteen 
were  altered  at  a  cost  of  from  $80,000  to  $100, 000  each.  With  these 
alterations  they  would  appear  to  be  a  very  serviceable  class  of  vessels, 
though  not  so  serviceable  as  they  should  be,  considering  the  expend- 
iture of  time  and  money  upon  their  construction,  except  those  fitted 
up  as  torpedo  boats,  which  are  of  but  little  utility. 

Tour  committee  cannot  refrain  from  the  expression  of  the  opinion 
that  it  was  unwise  to  order  the  construction  of  so  many  vessels  upon 
precisely  the  same  plan,  without  first  testing  the  questions  involved, 
by  the  construction  of  one  or  two,  or  at  least  carrying  them  so  far 
forward  towards  completion  as  to  enable  the  department  to  under- 
stand and  remedy  the  defects  which  have  been  shown  to  exist  in  those 
light-draught  monitors. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

B.  .F.  WADE, 

Chairman. 
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Navy  Department,  December  15,  1864. 
Sir  ;  la  conformity  with  your  verbal  request  of  yesterday,  I  have  the  hoaor 
to  aubmit,  for  the  use  of  the  Oommittee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  a  few  hasty 
notes  on  the  light-draught  monitors.  As  the  wai- progressed  and  assumed  greater 
proportions,  and  our  armies  penetrated  into  the  ioterior  of  the  rebel  territory, 
the  navy  ocenpied  and  patrolled  the  great  rivers  and  the  numerous  estuaries, 
but  the  class  of  vessels  that  of  necessity  performed  this  work  and  protected  the 
army  communications  were  fonnd  to  be  insofficient  or  nnsnitable  for  the  duty. 
They  were  wooden  boats  of  light  draught,  purchased  from  the  merchant  service ; 
their  machinery,  boilers  and  magazines  were  above  the  water-line,  and  their 
crews  had  no  protection  whatever  against  sharpshooters  hiding  behind  trees 
Ver  hank.  ITiia  necessitated  the  building  up  of  light  iron  bulwai-ka 
t  were  too  frail  to  carry  anything  heavier)  as  a  protection  against 
The  enemy,  however,  found  many  high  points  upon  their  inland 
conld  plant  batteries  of  artillery,  which  looked  down  upon 
were  consequently  ont  of  reach  of  their  heavy  guns.  Gallant 
attempts  to  attack  such  batteries,  to  pass  them,  and  to  keep  open  tlie  army  lines 
of  communication,  were  attended  witli  many  fatal  disasters  and  a  loss  someirfiat 
of  the  prestige  of  the  gunboats.  From  every  squadron  and  flotilla  the  depart- 
ment was  called  upon  for  a  light-draught  iron-clad  vessel  that  should  be  able 
to  i-esist  the  ordnance  used  by  the  rebels.  The  urgency  of  the  demand,  and  the 
painful  accidents  and  disasters  constantly  occurring,  could  not  be  treated  with 
indifference.  An  invulnerable  vessel  of  light-draught  not  only  bad  never  been 
attempted,  but  an  extended  inquiry  seemed  to  forbid  the  consideration  of  the 
subject.  Nevertheless,  the  inventor  of  the  Monitor,  at  the  request  of  the  de- 
partment, and  after  several  weeks*  consideration  of  the  subject,  proposed  a 
general  plan  of  a  monitor,  to  draw  about  six  feet  and  fotu:  inches  of  water,  to 
have  a  single  iron  turret  eight  inches  thick,  with  two  eleven-inch  guns,  and  to 
be  otherwise  well  protected  against  the  projectiles  used  by  the  rebels.  The 
department  would  have  been  glad  to  have  been  spared  from  furtlier  experiments 
in  the  unexplored  fields  which  the  necessities  of  this  war  forced  it  to  tread,  but 
it  did  not  shrink  from  the  responsibility  which  attaches  to  radical  measures, 
although  neither  the  past  nor  the  present  afforded  any  light  to  guide  it.  The 
rebel  government  furnishes  an  example  of  perseverance  and  faith  in  the  con- 
struction of  iron-clad  vessels,  which  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  opposition 
and  investigation  are  silenced  in  that  section  of  our  country.  Wherever  their 
iron-elads  have  appeared,  they  have  been  defeated  or  destroyed;  the  Merrimack 
by  the  Monitor  ;  the  Atlanta  by  the  Weehawken ;  the  Tennessee  by  Rear-Ad 
miral  Farragut's  fleet;  the  Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  with  six  orseven  semi- 
iron-clads,  when  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  captured  New  Orleans;  one  up  the 
Yazoo,  and  two  up  the  Red  river,  to  prevent  their  falling  into  Rear-Admiral 
Porter's  hands;  the  Arkansas  by  the  Essex;  several  half  iron-clads  by  the 
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flotilla  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Davia  at  Mempliia ;  the  Chattahooche  blown  ap 
ia  rtie  Appalachieola  river,  and  the  Albemarle  sunk  by  Lieutenant  Cuehiogi 
Notwithstanding  the  invariable  and  fatal  disasters  attending  these  vessels,  which 
are  of  the  same  type,  the  rebels  are  fenown  to  have  quite  a  number  now  under 
construction  on  the  rivers  and  at  the  few  ports  remaining  in  their  poBsession. 

The  depaitment  aecepted  the  genera!  plan  of  Captain  Ericsson,  but  his  offer 
to  build  was  declined.  The  law  requires  that  advertisements  shall  be  issued, 
and  contracts  given  to  the  lowest  bidder.  The  elaboration  of  the  plan  of  Cap-  ■ 
tain  Ericsson  and  the  preparation  of  the  drawinga  and  specifications  were  confided 
to  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  who  was  instructed  to  conanlt  with  and  follow  the  direc- 
tions of  that  gentleman.  Chief  Engineer  Stiraers  had  beenasBociated  with  Captain 
Ericsson  in  the  construction  of  the  original  Monitor,  and  took  passage  in  that  vessel 
to  Hampton  roads  as  a  volunteer,  at  a  time  when  manyof  our  engineers  and  con- 
structors predicted  that  she  would  never  beheard  of  again.  Itwasowingtohiszeal 
and  skill  and  faith  that  all  the  engines  of  that  vessel  performed  their  functions 
during  that  memorable  contest  with  the  Menimack,  and  from  that  field  he  was 
transferred  to  New  York  as  general  superintendent  of  iron-clads  under  construc- 
tion. Chief  Engineer  Stimers  is  responsible  for  the  detailed  drawings  of  the 
ligbt-draught  monitors,  and  for  the  calculations  as  to  their  displacement.  It 
was  expected  that  they  would  not  draw  over  six  and  a  half  feet  of  water,  and  be 
out  of  water  amidships  about  fifteen  inches.  The  contracts  were  made  generally 
in  the  spring  of  1863,  and  the  vessels  were  to  have  been  finished  in  the  faD  of 
that  year.  The  last  contracts  made  for  vessels  of  this  class  were  in  June,  1863. 
The  Chimo,  at  Boston,  was  the  first  one  finished.  She  was  mider  the  entire 
direction  of  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  Instead  of  being  fifteen  inches  out  of 
water,  she  was  only  thi-ee  on  an  average,  showing  a  miscalculation  of  twelve 
inches.  The  department  immediately  removed  Mr.  Stimers  from  the  position 
of  general  superintendent,  and  placed  the  question  as  to  what  should  be  done 
to  remedy  the  difficulties  occasioned  by  his  error  in  the  hands  of  Kear- Admiral 
Gregory,  Chief  Engineer  Wood,  and  Captain  Ericsson.  As  Kear-Admiral 
Dahlgren  and  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee  had  asked  for  several  monitors  to  be 
fitted  with  torpedo  arrangements,  without  turrets,  the  gentlemen  to  whom  the 
matter  had  been  BubiuittKsd  determined  that  the  five  most  advanced  of  the  light- 
draught  monitors  should  he  fitted  to  meet  the  wants  of  Eear-Admiral  Dahlgren 
and  Acting  Eear-Admiral  Lee,  and  that  all  the  others,  fifteen  in  number,  should 
have  their  sides  built  up  fifteen  inches  higher,  in  the  same  manner  that  the  roof 
of  a  house  is  raised,  andanadditioual  half  story  put  on.  This  will  give  those  fifteen 
veaaels  130  tons  each  morecapacity,  and  a  draught  of  a  little  leas  than  eight  feet. 
Of  course  the  cost  is  increased,  hut  not  much  oat  of  proportion  to  the  increased 
capacity,  Veaaela  that  are  built  from  ten  to  fifteen  feet  out  of  water  are  insenai- 
hle  to  an  error  of  a  foot  in  the  draught,  though  it  is  not  unuaual  with  engine 
builders  to  find  themaelves  under  the  necessity  of  raising  their  shafting  to  rem- 
edy such  errors;  but  in  steamers  calculated  to  be  only  fifteen  inches  above  the 
water,  a  foot  of  en'or  ia  fatal.  A  simpler  and  cheaper  craft  would  have  been  a 
casemated  vessel  like  the  rebel  iron-clads ;  but  such  a  vessel  on  shore  in  the  in- 
land waters  is  helpless,  whereas  a  turretod  vessel  discharges  her  guns  towards 
every  point  of  the  compass,  whether  aground  or  not.  This  was  exemplified 
when  the  Osage,  a  light-draught  tnrreted  al^amer,  got  aground  in  Ked  river  in 
April  last.  She  was  attacked,  while  in  this  position,  by  a  large  force  under  the 
rebel  General  Greene,  whose  command  was  entirely  cut  to  pieces,  with  the  loss 
of  their  general,  in  the  insane  attempt  to  capture  a  monitor,  although  hard  and 
fast  aground. 

The  foregoing  is  a  brief  summary  of  what  I  should  testify  to  before  youi- 
committee.  The  whole  subject  has  given  the  Secretaiy  much  anxiety,  but  the 
department  cannot  be  justly  held  responsible  for  anything  more  than  correct 
ideas.    Mechanical  details  belong  to  those  permanent  officers  whose  specialty 
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it  is  to  put  into  practical  operation  such  veBSels  as  the  exigency  of  tlie  war  forces 
the  department  to  adopt. 

I  am,  very  reapectfully,  &c., 

G.  V.  FOX, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  ike  Naoy 
Hon.  B,  F.  Wadk, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Hie  Conduct  of  the  War,  U.  S.  Senate. 


TESTIMONY  TAKEN  AT  BOSTON".  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Tuesday,  December  30,  1864. 

W.  L.  Hanscom,  aworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Gooch : 

Queation.  Pleaae  atate  your  place  of  residence  and  present  occupation. 

Answer.  I  reside  in  Boston.  I  am  naval  constructor  at  the  Charlestown 
yard,  and  have  been  there  a  little  over  five  years. 

Queation.  Where  were  you  stationed  before  that  ? 

Anawer.  At  the  Kittery  navy  yard. 

Question.  For  how  long  a  time  1 

Anawer.  I  was  there  about  six  years  as  naval  conatrnetor. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  constructed  any  ships  that  you  modelled  yourself  ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Queation.  How  many,  and  what  were  their  namea  i 

Answer.  The  Mohicanand  Kcaraarge,  (which  are  both  of  the  same  model,)  the 
Canandaigua,  the  Genesee,  the  Tioga,  the  Maratanza,  the  Monadnoc,  au  iron- 
clad, aud  others. 

Question.  Will  you  atate  to  the  committee  what  you  know  in  relation  to  the 
light-draught  iron-clad  monitors,  or  gunboats,  as  they  are  called. 

Answer.  Bfy  attention  was  first  directed  to  these  vessels  upon  the  trial  trip 
of  the  Chimo.  A  few  days  previous  to  that  time  the  opinion  had  been  circu- 
lated that  that  one,  at  any  rate,  was  to  be  a  failure,  and  that  there  were  19 
others  prociaoiy  like  the  Ohirao.  Two  or  three  days  after  ahe  made  her  trial 
trip  I  went  and  examined  her.  "  She  waa  afloat  then,  and  minus  her  powder, 
shot  and  shell,  I  took  the  height  of  the  top  of  the  plating  at  the  aide  of  the 
vessel  above  the  water  at  that  time.  On  the  starboard  aide  it  waa  out  1  inch  ; 
on  the  port  side,  3|  inches — making  a  mean  height  above  the  water  of  2^  inches. 
The  stern  was  under  water  1  inch,  and  the  stem  was  out  of  water  7  inches. 
By  Mr.  Wade : 

Question.  Had  she  a  turret  on  then  ? 

Answer.  Tea,  sir ;  her  turret  was  on,  the  guna  were  in  the  turret,  the  pilot- 
house was  on — in  fact,  she  waa  very  nearly  completed — but  had  not  her  powder, 
shot,  or  shell  on  boavd,  and  probably  some  15  or  SO  tona  of  coal  less  than  her 
regular  amount. 

By  Mr.  Gooch  : 

Question.  What  effect  would  the  addition  of  her  full  amount  of  coal,  shell, 
&c,  have  had  upon  her  1 

Answer,  It  would  have  carried  her  down  about  five  inches,  in  my  opinion 
and  that  would  have  brought  the  top  of  the  plating  at  the  side  about  three 
inches  below  the  water.  The  tortoise  back  would  have  been  just  above  the 
wator.     Rather  a  small  margin  for  a  man  to  go  to  sea  with. 

Question.  Could  the  boat  have  been  uaed  for  any  purpose,  as  she  was  1 
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Answer.  I  don't  think  she  could — that  ia  to  say,  out  of  the  Larbor.  "While 
slie  waa  riding  at  the  wharf  the  guna  could  hare  been  fired  on  hoard  of  her, 
without  any  danger  of  ber  going  dowa. 

Question.  Could  she  have  been  used  even  for  harbor  defence  1 

Answer.  She  was  acarcely  fitted  for  that,  being  so  far  under  water  Ha  to  bo 
uiiaafe. 

By  Mr.  Wade  : 

Question.  What  was  her  speed  1 

Answer.  I  waa  informed  that  it  waa  a  little  less  than  four  knots  at  that  time. 
By  Mr.  Gooch : 

Question.  Do  you  know  bow  much  it  was  intended  tliat  thoae  boata  should 
he  out  of  wa(«r  when  finished,  with  their  full  aamameat  and  all  their  equip- 
ments on  hoard  1 

Answer.  My  impreesion  is,  that  it  was  intended  to  have  the  top  of  the  plating 
at  the  side  above  Uie  water  15  inches.  I  saw,  on  one  of  their  drawings,  a  line 
drawn  to  represent  the  water,  and  I  measured  that,  and  found  it  to  be  15  inches 
below  the  top  of  the  plating. 

Question.  These  vessels  were  built  with  water  compartments  1 

Answer,  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  object  of  that  ? 

Answer.  The  object  was  to  sink  the  vessel  dowa  and  protect  the  sides  in 
(■ase  of  an  engagement. 

Question.  Would  it  have  been  a  useful  arrangement  in  the  event  that  the 
vessel  had  been  as  high  out  of  the  water  as  it  was  intended  t 

Answer.  I  think  it  would. 

Question,  But  in  these  vessels  it  was  entirely  unnecessary? 

Answer.  It  was  entirely  unnecessary. 

By  Mr.  Wade : 

Question.  I  will  ask  you,  as  a  naval  constrwctor,  is  there  any  difiiculty  in 
ascertaining  how  much  a  vessel  of  given  dimensions  will  he  out  of  water  when 
it  is  completed,  supposing  you  buUd  it  with  a  view  to  have  it  of  a  certain  height 
above  the  water  1  Are  there  any  mles  by  which  vessels  can  be  constnicted  so 
as  to  be  a  certain  height  above  the  water  1 

Answer.  Tee,  sir ;  there  are  rules  by  which  we  can  determine  veiy  closely 
the  draught  of  water  of  the  vessel  if  we  know  at  the  commencement  the  weight 
that  is  to  be  taken  on  boaa-d. 

Question.  In  oi-dinary  ship-building  la  there  any  mle  as  to  what  proportion 
of  the  ship,  when  loaded,  should  be  out    f  water? 

Answer.  We  lay  it  down  as  afixed  pri  ciple,  that  one-third  part  of  the  entire 
capacity  must  be  above  the  load  line  for  s  fety  in  a  sea-going  vessel. 

Question.  Suppose  that  the  mle  is  not  observed,  or  that  there  ia  amy  con- 
siderable variation  from  it,  one  way  or  the  other,  what  will  be  the  effect? 

Answer.  In  proportion  to  the  deviation  from  that  rule,  we  risk  the  safety  of 
the  veaaei,  whether  it  be  more  or  less  above  the  water. 

Question.  Well,  when  the  contractor  knows  precisely  what  his  loading  is  to 
consist  of,  or  how  much  burden  the  vesael  ia  to  carry,  would  it  be  gross  negli 
gence  for  him  to  deviate,  say  a  foot,  from  the  design? 

Answer.  It  would, 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  pains  were  tjkea  to  ascertain  as  to  the  con- 
■alruction  of  these  vessels? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  sir. 

Question.  I  will  ask  yoa  wliether  there  wotdd  have  been  much  difficulty  in 
ascertaining  how  much  this  vesael  would  be  out  of  water,  the  parties  knowing 
what  they  were  to  build  and  what  they  were  to  carry  ? 
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Answer.  Ko,  eir.  There  was  less  obstruction,  so  to  speak,  in  the  way  of 
ascertaining  accurately  the  weight  of  the  ship  than  there  ia  with  wooden  vessels, 
for  the  weight  of  different  kinds  of  iron  does  not  vary  so  much  aa  that  of  different 
kiEda  of  wood.     In  their  specific  gravity  they  are  almost  invariably  the  same. 

Question.  You  say,  Mr.  Hanscom,  that  these  vessels  were  faulty.  Can  you 
deacribe  in  what  the  difficulty  consists  1 

Answer,  It  may  be  summed  up  in  want  of  capacity  to  sustain  the  great 
weight.  The  fault  was  in  not  ascertaining  the  weight  of  the  vessel  and  the 
capacity  of  the  displacement.  It  might  have  been  one  of  these  only.  They 
might  have  ascertained  the  exact  weight  of  the  vessel,  and  failed  to  discover 
the  exact  displacement;  or  they  might  have  made  an  error  in  both  particulai-s. 

Question.  Is  it  practicable,  in  boats  built  on  this  principle,  to  make  them  so 
that  they  will  have  the  ordinary  speed? 

Answer,  I  think  it  might  be  done. 

Question.  How  shonld  that  he  done — by  the  engines  or  by  the  build  of  the 
vessels  t 

Answer.  By  the  proper  engines  and  the  proper  form  of  the  vessel,  both. 

Question.  Was  the  plan  of  this  descnption  of  vessel  unknown  to  naval 
constructors  1 

Answer.  It  was  a  new  thing  to  navil  cnnstiuctor^  The  form  of  the  bottom 
was  not  new  to  naval  constructors  All  of  them  must  have  aeen  vessels  of  a 
similar  form. 

Question.  Oould  they  be  impro\  ed  tor  mj  wirhU.e  purpose  by  divesting  them 
of  their  turrets  ? 

Answer.  That  would  bring  them  out  of  the  water,  and  it  would  be  possible 
to  move  them  with  greater  safety  from  one  port  to  another. 

Queation.  But  could  they  be  worked  in  action  without  expoaing  the  men  to 
being  picked  off  bj^  sharpshooters  ? 

Answer,  No,  six,  they  could  not.  The  men  are  exposed  without  the  turret, 
and  the  vessels  are  hardly  fit  for  war  purposes  without  the  turrets. 

Question.  "What  would  be  the  effect  of  building  the  sides  up  fifteen  inches! 

Answer,  That  would  raise  them  some  above  the  water,  and  it  would  increase 
the  draught. 

Question.  How  much,  in  your  judgment,  would  it  increase  the  draught? 

Answer,  The  additional  weight  would  not  increase  the  dnraght  over  two 
inches. 

Question.  Then  they  would  be  able  to  bear  the  turrets,  and  work  with  them  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  but  the  draught  would  be  increased  beyond  what  was 
seemingly  first  intended. 

Question.  Can  they,  in  your  judgment,  be  made  useful  vessels  by  building 
up  in  this  way ! 

Answer.  Something  may  he  done  with  them  if  they  are  raised  up.  In  their 
present  condition  nothing  can  be  done  with  them  in  the  way  of  fighting.  There 
may  be  some  rivers  or  harbors  where  these  vessels  may  he  very  useful. 

Question.  Would  they  ever  be  sea-going  boats  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  would  be  dangerous  at  sea. 

Question.  What  would  be  the  effect  of  a  storm  on  such  a  vessel  at  sea;  would 
it  swamp  her  1 

Answer,  The  tendency  would  be  to  bi-e-ak  ber  in  pieces  amidships.  The 
great  strain  upon  the  rivets  in  the  thin  iron  would  he  apt  to  break  them,  or 
tear  the  kon  out.  The  reason  of  that  is,  that  they  have  not  the  strength  suffi- 
cient to  sustain  them  when  the  support  is  changed  from  the  middle  to  the  end. 
The  iron-clad  that  I  am  building  is  tied  up  by  bands  of  iron  running  from  top 
to  bottom,  to  Buatain  her  when  the  support  is  changed  from  end  to  end.  That 
may  be  illustrated  by  putting  a  board  into  the  water;  while  it  is  on  its  edge  it 
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won't  break.  In  other  words,  the  relative  strength  is  as  the  distance  from  the 
eircumferencc  to  the  centre. 

Question,  If  I  have  understood  you,  Mr,  Hanacom,  you  consider  these  ves- 
sels, as  originally  draughted  and  built,  a  failure? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  And  that  in  that  condition  thoy  would  be  utterly  useless  as  war 
vessels  i 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  say  you  think  they  might  be  made  of  some  use  by  alter- 
ing them  as  it  is  now  proposed  to  alter  them  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  is  so.  I  think  that  by  raising  them  up  22  iaehea,  as  I 
understand  it  is  proposed  to  do,  they  may  be  serviceable  in  some  particular 
cases. 

Question.  I  will  inquire  of  you  now  whether  contracts  have  been  made  with 
the  government  for  the  alteration  of  them  all  ? 

Answer.  I  have  understood  that  to  be  the  case. 

Question.  Are  you  informed  of  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  the  con- 
struction of  these  vessels  t 

Answer.  I  am  not.  I  think  there  is  one — the  Squanilo — ^which  is  very  nearly 
eomploted. 

Question.  Do  you  know  with  whom  the  contraets  were  originally  made? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Who  planned  the  models  of  these  light-draught  monitors  1 

Answer.  I  can  only  tell  that  from  hearsay. 

Question.  What  is  your  understanding  about  it  1 

Answer.  I  have  beard  it  stated  that  Mr.  Stimera  and  Captain  Ericsson  got 
them  up;  then  some  alterations  were  suggested  which  Captaia  Ericsson  would 
not  agree  to. 

Question.  By  whom  were  those  suggestions  made  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  that  they  were  made  by  Mr.  Stimers. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  they  were  built  according  to  their  sug- 
gestions] 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  that  all  the  vessels  constructed  are  to  be  of  a 
model  similar  to  that  of  the  Chimo  1 

Answer.  I  understand  that  to  be  so. 

Question.  As  a  prudent  naval  constructor,  would  you  advise  the  altering  of 
all  these  monitors  in  the  way  the  Squando  is  being  altered,  or  would  it  be  better 
to  try  the  experiment  ou  some  few  of  them  first,  to  see  what  purpose  they 
would  answer  f 

Answer.  I  should  recommend  that  one  be  tried  before  the  others  are  com- 
pleted. 

Question.  Is  there  any  doubt  in  your  mind  as  to  the  entire  success  of  this  al- 
tered ouet 

Answer.  Well,  I  don't  know  what  would  be  called  succeas.  They  would 
not  be  very  good;  they  would  not  have  much  speed;  they  would  not  be  very 
light  draught;  they  would  not  be  very  weD  protected  from  the  enemy's  shot, 
because  the  sides  are  too  thin,  and  the  deck  too  rounding,  offering  a  surface  at 
right  angles  with  the  line  of  fire.  If  we  are  to  consider  all  those  things,  I 
should  say  that  they  would  be  imperfect  vessels,  after  thoy  were  completed, 
even  by  raising  the  deck  22  inches. 

Question.  And  you  would  not  have  sufficient  confidence  to  go  on  and  finish 
them  nil  until  you  had  tried  some  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
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By  Mr.  Odell  : 


Queatibn,  What  ia  the  character  of  the  alterations  now  beiug  made  on  the 
Cliimo  ? 

Answer.  The  turret  has  been  removed,  and  a  ^n  has  been  placed  on  a  plat 
form  laid  upon  the  deck,  to  be  uaed  without  any  protection  to  the  men  borne 
other  alterations  have  leen  made,  but  I  do  not  know  the  extent  of  them 

Question.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  value  of  the  boat,  with  tho  intended 
alterations,  when  completed  t 

Answer.  As  a  fighting  vessel,  she  will  possess  very  littlf  lalur  It  ii  pro 
posed  to  make  a  torpedo  boat  of  the  Cbimo,  but  with  tlic  littlu  speed  she  has, 
she  will  be  very  unsuitable  for  that,  and  her  value  is  very  little 

By  Mr.  Wade : 

Question,  And  to  put  her  to  this  use  would  be  an  entire  change  from  her 
original  design,  would  it  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
By  Mr.  Odoll : 

Question,  Is  there  a  distinct  class  of  vessels  known  as  torpedo  boats  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Wbat  are  their  peculiarities  ? 

Answer.  They  are  much  smaller  than  these  light-draught  monitors,  and  pos- 
sess considerable  speed,  I  think  I  can  give  you  very  nearly  the  size.  The 
length  is  about  75  feet,  beam  about  1 5  feet,  and  depth  about  7  feet.  That 
forms  a  distinct  class  of  boats. 

By  Mr.  Wade] 

Question.  What  is  the  speed  of  such  boats  generally  1 

Answer.  I  understand  that  they  go  eight  knots  an  hour.  I  have  heard  tbat 
the  one  that  went  from  Mystic,  Connecticut,  made  eight  knots,  and  believe  it  to 
be  so. 

By  Mr.  Odell: 
Queetion.  What  would  bo  the  proportionate  cost  of  the  two  boats  ? 
Answer.  A  regular  torpedo  boat,  such  a  boat  as  is  known  by  that  name  now, 
might  cost  about  one-tenth  the  price  of  one  of  these  monitors. 

Question.  How  many  of  these  vessels  are  being  altered  to  torpedo  boats  1 
Answer.  I  have  understood,  six.     The  Secretary's  report  tells  the  exact  num- 

Queetion.  You  have  already  stated  that,  in  your  judgment,  a  torpedo  boat 
would  cost  about  one-tenth  what  these  boats  coat:  would  a  regular  torpedo  boat 
be  equally  efficient  for  the  purpose  1 

Answer.  I  should  think  it  would  be  more  efficient,  being  much  more  easily 
handled,  and  having  greater  speed ;  and,  furthermore,  it  would  not  be  so  easily 
seen  in  the  night  time. 
By  Mr,  Gooch : 

Question.  Are  not  these  boats  altogether  too  large  to  be  used  successfully  as 
topedo  boats  t 

Answer.  They  are  much  larger  than  I  would  build  for  that  purpose  if  I  was 
directed  to  build  a  torpedo  boat? 

Question.  Will  you  state  what  would  be  considered  an  unreasonable  deviation 
from  tlie  estimate  in  relation  to  the  draught  of  these  vessels  1 

Answer.  Anything  more  than  three  inches  would,  if  it  was  fully  known  at 
the  commencement  of  the  design  what  was  the  weight  to  go  on  board. 
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QnesUoo.  Then,  if  the  vessel  varied  more  than  tlvee  inehes  in  her  draug^ht  of 
■water,  you  would  say  that  there  had  been  a  gross  error  in  the  calculations  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  if  it  was  the  intention  to  obtain  a  specified  drangtt  of  water ; 
and  in  this  case  it  was  absolutely  neeessary  for  the  success  of  the  boats  to  meet 
that  expectation  of  a  certain  draught. 

Question.  These  boats,  when  now  completed,  will  draw  nearly  two  feet  more 
than  it  was  contemplated  they  should  draw,  will  they  not  ? 

Answer.  They  will  draw  at  least  twenty  inches  more  than  was  contemplated 
at  the  commencement  of  the  work. 

Question.  If  these  boats  had  been  so  constructed  as  to  have  drawn  any  more 
water  than  it  was  originally  designed  they  should  draw,  could  they  have  been 
used  for  any  other  purpose  except  for  harbor  and  river  defence,  or  on  smooth 
water  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  think  not;  they'  are  not  sea-going  vessels  by  any  means. 

Question.  How  much  is  the  speed  of  a  boat  diminished  in  consequence  of  her 
being  fifteen  inches  lower  in  the  water  than  was  contemplated? 

Answer.  That  is  very  difficult  to  tell.  My  impression  is  that  these  vessels 
fall  nearly  one-half  short  of  the  expected  speed.  Comparing  the  Chimo  with 
the  Oaseo,  finished  with  the  turret  off,  I  find  that  the  speed  of  the  Chimo  is  di- 
minished about  one-fifth. 

Question.  How  much  is  the  Casco  out  of  water,  or  what  is  her  draught  t 

Answer.  I  have  not  measured  that.  I  judge  that  she  is  out  now  about  twenty 
inches. 

Question.  Then  she  is  out  of  water-  as  much  as  it  was  contemplated  she 
should  be? 

Answer.  A  little  more;  but  she  has  no  gun,  or  powdei',  shot,  or  shell  on 
board. 

Question.  Then,  with  the  same  engines,  even  if  these  vessels  had  been  out 
of  the  water  as  much  as  was  contemplated,  their  speed  would  not  have  exceeded 
five  knots  an  hour  f 

Answer.  I  don't  think  it  could.  The  speed  of  all  these  vessels  will  not  be 
the  some,  because  much  wiU  depend  on  the  friction  of  the  machinery. 

Question.  Judging  from  the  tests  that  have  been  made  of  these  boats,  you 
think  their  speed  could  not  exceed  five  knots  an  hour,  even  if  they  had  been  so 
constructed  as  to  comply  with  the  orignial  conditions  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  don't  think  it  could  have  gone  over  five  knots  in  any 
case! 

ByMr.Odell: 

Question.  Tou  consider  that  one  of  the  failures  of  these  boats  consists  in  lack 
of  speed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir 

Question.  Could  that  have  been  regulated  by  difierent  propelling  power  1 

Answer.  1  think  it  could. 

Question.  That  is  one  of  the  mistakes  in  the  boate  i 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  helps  to  complete  the  failure. 
By  Mr.  Gooch : 

Question.  Won't  you  state  what  you  deem  to  be  the  defects  of  these  boatS' 
so  fiir  as  you  have  discovered  them? 

Answer.  Among  the  different  points  that  constitute  the  failure  are,  want  of 
speed,  want  of  a  proper  construction  of  the  bottom  of  the  vessel,  the  thickness 
of  the  side  armor,  ana  the  roundness  of  deck. 

Question.  The  model  of  the  boat  remaining  the  same,  can  the  weight  be  re- 
duced so  as  to  make  this,  in  your  judgment,  a  serviceable  boat? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
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By  Mr.  Wade  : 

Question.  I  will  inquire  whether,  in  yoav  judgment,  a  akilful  constructor 
could  have  built  these  boats  originally,  so  aa  to  have  complied  with  the  designs 
of  the  Navy  Department  1 

Answer,  I  think  he  could. 

Qaestion,  State  whethei-  you  constructed  the  MoQadnoelt,  so  called  1 

Answer,  I  did. 

Question.  What  are  her  tonnage  and  speed  ? 

Answer.  The  tonnage  is  1,564 ;  the  speed  is  v.ariously  estimated  from  nine  to 
eleven  knots. 

Qaestion.  Is  she  a  tnrreted  boat  ? 

Answer.  She  has  two  turrets  and  four  15-ineli  guns,  with  two  pilot-houses 
on  top  of  the  turrets. 

Question.  When  was  she  finished^ 

Answer  She  was  reported  ready  for  sea  on  tlie  1st  of  Octiiber,  hut  did  not 
get  off  until  about  the  8th. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  her  draught  of  water,  willi  all  Iier  loading  on 
board,  equipped  for  the  voyagel 

Answer.  It  was  about  twelve  feet. 

Question.  By  nandcal  men  ia  she  deemed  a  success  or  not  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  she  is  deemed,  a  success  in  every  way,  for  that  class  of 
vessels.  I  will  state  a  few  facts  in  regard  to  her,  I  received  an  order  to  baild 
a  vessel  of  wood,  to  be  plated  with  iron,  to  carry  fonr  15-inch  guna,  with  a  cer- 
tain number  of  men,  300  tons  of  coal,  provisions  for  &  certain  length  of  time, 
and  machinery  to  weigh  so  much,  the  draught  of  water  not  to  exceed  twelve 
feet,  and  the  vessel  to  he  from  eighteen  inches  to  two  feet  out  of  water  when 
ready  for  sea.  The  plating  was  to  be  iive  inches  on  the  side,  and  aa  inch  and 
a  half  on  deck.  The  tnn-ets  were  to  be  ten  inches  thiclt,  twetity-one  feet  inside 
diameter,  with  pilot-houses  on  the  tops  of  the  turrets.  After  the  vessel  was 
commenced  I  was  notified  that  parties  in  Philadelphia  were  to  construct  the 
engines  and  machinery,  and  that  they  were  referred  to  me  for  any  information 
in  regard  to  the  location  of  the  machinery,  length  of  shaft,  and  form  of  the  ves- 
sel. I  received  a  letter  from  these  pai'ties,  however,  requesting  me  to  meet 
tlicm  in  New  York  to  determine  upon  the  position  of  the  turrets  and  the  ma- 
chinery, and  the  general  arrangement.  It  was  impossible  for  me  at  that  time  to 
leave  the  yard  on  account  of  tbe  multiplicity  of  bnsiness,  but  my  brother,  who 
was  stationed  at  the  Kittei-y  navy  yard,  and  had  the  building  of  ajiother  of  these 
vessels,  met  this  party  in  New  York,  representing  himself  and  me.  They  came 
to  some  conclusion  in  regard  to  the  location  of  the  turrets  and  the  machinery, 
and  the  general  arrangement.  But  while  they  were  doing  that,  I  drew  a  plan 
of  the  position  of  the  turrets  and  the  machinery,  and  the  general  arrangements 
of  the  ship ;  and  when  he  returned  I  received  from  these  parties  in  Philadelphia 
a  sketch  showing  the  conclusions  they  had  come  to,  which  did  not  meet  my 
views  at  all ;  and  in  reply  I  sent  them  a  sketch  of  my  plan,  with  instructions 
to  follow  it,  as  the  whole  thing  at  that  time  seemed  to  rest  upon  me.  They  re- 
plied to  that,  stating  that  they  regretted  that  I  had  come  to  snch  conclusions  ; 
that  they  were  very  objectionable,  and  that,  inasmneh  as  they  had  no  authonty 
in  the  case,  they  would  have  no  respousibilty  ;  and,  in  conclusion,  they  regretted 
that  their  machinery  would  not  have  a  fair  test  by  being  so  arranged. 

Question.  Is  the  speed  of  the  Monadnock  in  consequence  of  the  superiority 
of  the  engines  over  the  iron-clad  yoa  have  heretofore  deaciibed,  or  is  it  owing 
to  the  construction  of  the  boat  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  in  part  due  to  both.     I  think  the  engines  are  very  ex- 
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ccUcnt,  very  well  contrived,  and  work  free  from  friction ;  and  that  the  form  of 
the  boat  offers  leas  resistance,  in  proportion  to  the  displacement,  than  these 
little  light-draught  monitors. 

Question.  What  do  you  say  of  the  engines  of  this  light-draught  monitor  that 
made  only  five  miles  an  hour  t 

Answer.  I  have  not  examined  them  closely,  but  there  seems  to  be  a  fault  in 
those  engines.  The  size  of  those  engines  would  seem  to  allow  us  to  hope  for 
more  speed  than  tliey  have  attained. 

Question.  May  not  this  account  for  the  slowness  of  the  vessel,  instead  of 
it  being  attributable  to  the  build  of  the  vessel  1 

Answer.  I  think  a  large  proportion  of  the  hindrance  to  speed  is  to  be  attrib- 
uted to  that.  The  position  of  the  propeller  is  not  the  very  best  to  give  speed. 
A  certain  portion  of  the  arm  of  the  propeller  is  in  a  boi,  and  of  course  that 
adds  nothing  towards  propelling  the  boat. 

AauiLA  Adams  sworn  and  examined, 
By  Mr.  "Wade : 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  any  of  the  light-draught  monitors  that  have 
been  built  in  this  vicinity  1 

Answer.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  any  except  the  one  I  built  myself. 

Question.  What  is  the  naroe  of  that  ? 

Answer.  The  Chimo. 

Question.  Please  to  state  what  time  the  contract  for  that  was  made. 

Answer.  Either  in  March  or  April ;  I  think  March,  1863. 

Question.  What  were  to  be  her  dimensions  and  draught  of  water  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect  precisely,  but  I  will  state  as  near  as  I  recollect, 
if  that  will  answer  your  purpose.  She  was  to  be  S25  feet  in  length,  have  45 
feet  beam,  and  to  draw  6  feet  6  inches. 

Qneslion.  Was  she  to  be  an  iron-clad  monitor,  with  a  turret  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  whether  you  built  her  on  that  plan. 

Answer.  I  built  her  for  that  purpose ;  tliat  is,  for  the  purpose  of  a  light-draught 
monitor. 

Question.  Did  you  build  her  according  to  any  plan  famished  by  any  body  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  built  her  according  to  plans  and  specifications  furnished 
by  the  general  inspector,  Mr.  Stimers. 

Quesfion.  Did  he  see  her  from  time  to  time,  as  you  were  at  work  on  her  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  she  correspond,  as  you  wore  at  work  on  her,  with  his  views  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  as  near  as  a  thing  of  that  nature  could. 

Question.  When  yon  had  finished  and  launched  her,  what  were  her  appear- 
ance and  condition  t 

Answer.  Well,  immediately  after  she  was  launched,  that  is,  previous  to  her 
having  her  turret  on,  or  her  pilot-house,  and  with  some  of  her  deck-plating  not 
yet  on,  it  was  thought  that  she  drew  more  water  than  was  anticipated,  but  they 
bad  not  sufficient  data  at  that  time  to  tell  positively  whether  that  was  the  case 

Question.  Without  these  things  on  board,  how  much  of  her  was  out  of  wat«r? 

Answer.  When  she  was  launched,  I  think  she  was  thirty-seven  inches  out 
forward  and  nineteen  aft. 

Question.  How  much  was  she  out  after  you  got  on  her  turret  and  wlien  she 
was  fitted  for  sea  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  when  we  went  on  our  trial  trip  her  stem  was  from  three 
to  four  inches  under  water ;  that  is  to  say,  the  water  came  up  on  the  crown. 
Her  bow  was  in  the  neighhorhood  of  eight  inches  out  of  water;  that  is  to  say^ 
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slie  was  a  little  by  the  stem,  owing  to  Laving  lier  coal  on  board — that  is,  aft 
amidBhips,  and  putting  tliat  on  board  sent  one  end  down  a  little  and  the  other 
up  a  little ;  hut  aa  her  ammunition  is  to  be  stored  forward,  she  could  have  been 
trimmed  with  that,  and  would  probably  have  been  on  an  even  keel  if  that  had 
been  on  board. 

Question,  Where  would  that  have  brought  lierl 

Answer,  I  should  think  that  might  have  brought  her  pretty  well  down  even 
with  the  water  with  that  amount  of  coal  on  board. 

Question.  Was  her  turret  on  at  this  time  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  evejything  complete  ready  for  sea,  with  the  exception  of 
her  anHQumtion.  I  won't  say  everything;  for  instance,  her  boats  were  not 
lashed  up  in  place ;  they  might  weigh  a  ton  or  two  tons  ;  but  she  was  reported 
ready  for  sea. 

Question.  What  would  a  proper  supply  of  ammunition  for  that  vessel  weigh  ? 

Answer.  Somewhere  about  forty  or  fifty  tons.  That  ia  something  that  the 
Kavy  Department  decides.  Of  course  that  ia  optional  with  the  party  going 
with  the  boat.  When  she  was  completed,  the  captain  reported  the  fact,  and 
that  he  was  ready  to  go  to  sea  in  her. 

Question.  Was  the  trial  tiip  a  successful  one ? 

Answer.  Well,  that  would  depend  upon  what  you  might  call  success.  She 
did  not  come  up  to  the  anticipated  speed,  and  she  drew  more  water  than  they 
had  calculated  upon. 

Question.  How  much  water  did  she  draw  at  that  time  1 

Answer.  I  should  think  she  drew  ten  inches  more  than  was  calculated.  This 
is  from  memory,  you  know,  and  I  cannot  speak  accurately,  having  no  data ; 
and  it  is  all  so  close,  that  a  very  little  variation  would  sink  her. 

Question.  Well,  sir,  was  she  in  a  condition  to  go  from  one  harbor  to  another 
safely,  with  all  her  load  on  board  ? 

Answer.  I  expressed  a  willingness  at  that  time  to  go  on  from  Boston  to  New 
York  in  her,  and  so  did  the  captain  and  all  my  officers  and  men. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  that  she  would  have  been  seaworthy  when  thus 
loaded  1 

Answer,  I  should  not  consider  that  she  would  have  been  seaworthy  in  very 
rough  weather.  In  rough  weather  we  should  have  made  a  port,  provided  we 
had  undei'taken  to  go  round  that  way.     That  was  the  intention. 

Question.  She  was  not  in  a  condition,  then,  to  stand  ordinary  rough  weather? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  If  she  was  really  a  vessel  that  could  go  round  and  do  business, 
why  did  they  want  to  alter  her] 

Answer.  That  I  don't  know.  That  was  not  a  matter  within  our  control  or 
province  to  aak  any  questions  about  it. 

Question.  Are  you  a  naval  constructor  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  your  business  in  relation  to  ships  1 

Answer.  Well,  before  I  built  this  one,  I  built  marine  engines  and  stationary 
engines.  Before  the  war  broke  out  my  business  was  confined  almost  exclusively 
to  Cuba. 

Question.  Then  you  are  not  a  naval  architect  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  If  I  understand  you,  you  differ  from  Mr.  Hanseow  in  his  idea  that 
the  vessel  was  really  of  no  use  before  she  was  built  up  1 

Answer.  As  I  understand  him,  he  does  not  believe  she  is  of  use  as  a  torpedo 

Question-  He  didn't  believe  she  could  be  of  use  as  a  monitor,  did  he  ? 
Auswer.  No  ;  I  think  he  had  an  idea  that  she  could  not  be  used  as  a  moni- 
tor as  she  was  when  completed. 
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Question.  Well,  your  opinion  is,  if  I  iindcrstand  you,  that  alie  could  be  t 

Answer.  I  think  ahe  could  have  been  used  as  such  for  liarbor  and  river  de- 
fence ;  that  is,  I  think  she  could  have  been  used  here  ia  this  harboi', 

Queatiou,  Your  opinion  ia,  that  they  are  making  a  great  mistake  in  changing 
tliem? 

Aoawer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  ^hink  so. 

Question.  Well,  do  you  believe  the  Ohimo  will  answer  the  purpose  that  it 
was  designed  these  monitors  should  answer,  without  any  change  or  alteration  i 

Answer.  I  think  she  would  answer  in  the  harbor  where  she  was  constructed, 
but  I  don't  think  her  suitable  to  go  from  harbor  to  harbor,  or  from  river  to 

Question.  But  why  did  yon  and  your  whole  crew  agree  to  go  on  her  so 
willingly,  if  yoii  don't  think  she  is  a  proper  vessel  for  that  purpose? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  she  is  a  proper  sea  vessel,  but  I  think  she  could  have 
made  the  voyage,  and  was  willing  to  take  that  risk  on  account  of  the  occasion. 
They  seemed  to  want  her,  and  had  made  great  efforts  to  get  her  done. 

Question.  Have  they  used  her  since  she  was  finished! 

Answer.  No,  air;  she  is  not  completed.  You  understand  that  she  was  com- 
pleted, as  a  monitor  first. 

Question.  You  say  they  wanted  her  very  much.  Why,  then,  didn't  they 
use  her? 

Answer.  I  imagine  that  they  didn't  consider  her  seawoi-thy,  and  didn't  con- 
sider it  safe  to  risk  that  property  in  going  between  harbor  and  harbor.  I  think 
it  was  a  wise  precaution;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  felt  willing  to  risk  myself 
on  her. 

Question.  What  speed  did  she  make? 

Answer.  On  the  trial  trip,  I  think  she  made  3^  knots. 

Question.  Was  that  aa  much  as  was  expected  of  her  when  she  was  con- 
structed ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  All  I  know  in  regard  to  what  was  expected  of  her  is  what 
I  have  heard,  from  time  to  time,  among  engineers. 

Question.  What  did  they  think  she  would  make? 

Answer.  It  was  variously  estimated  from  five  to  seven  knots.  Some  have 
gone  as  high  as  eight  knots;  but  very  few. 

Question.  What  are  you  doing  with  her  now  I 

Answer.  Well,  we  are  maldug  a  torpedo  boat  of  hei\ 

Question.  Is  it  not  necessary  that  a  torpedo  boat  should  have  considerable 
speed,  and  be  so  far  seagoing  as  tn  be  safe  in  going  from  harbor  to  harbor  1 

Answer.  She  is  safe  now.  The  removal  of  the  turret  and  pUot-honse  raises 
her  perhaps  twenty  inches  out  of  the  water.  The  Casco,  which  has  been 
changed  in  the  same  way,  has  succeeded  in  going  from  here  to  New  York, 
making  a  speed,  aa  I  have  understood,  of  five  knots  an  hour.  I  consider  the 
Cbimo  safe  now. 

Question.  Do  yon  consider  her  any  better  for  the  purpose  of  a  torpedo  boat 
than  the  ordinary  boats  built  for  that  purpose? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  she  ia  so  good  for  that  purpose. 

Question.  How  much  does  it  cost  to  build  a  good  and  efficient  torpedo  boat? 

Answer.  Well,  such  a  boat  as  I  have  heard  Mr.  Wood  has  designed  and  is 
getting  up  I  should  say  would  cost  somewhere  from  seventy  thousand  to  eighty 
thousand  dollars. 

Queation.  What  is  the  cost  of  this  monitor? 

Answer.  Well,  the  original  contract  price  was,  I  think,  three  hundred  and 
ninety-five  tlionsand  dollars.  But  they  have  made  changes  in  her  since  they 
first  started,  as  we  have  gone  along,  and  it  is  a  queation  yet  to  be  decided  how 
much  they  are  to  allow  for  the  changes  they  have  made;  that  is,  for  the  devia- 
tions from  the  understanding  of  what  she  waa  to  be. 
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.  How  have  they  changed  the  vessel  from  the  original  contract? 

Answer,  They  have  added  a  niimher  of  things.  There  is  quite  a  liat  of  them. 
I  could  better  give  yon  that  list  at  some  other  time.  If  I  gave  you  one  now,  it 
would  be  only  a  partial  one. 

Quoation.  About  how  much  should  you  think  the  cost  of  these  deviations 
from  the  original  plan  would  be? 

Answer.  I  should  think  it  would  be  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  And  still,  with  all  her  alteratious,  she  is  good  for  nothiug,  as  X  iin- 
dei'Btand  you,  for  the  original  purpose  designed? 

Answer.  She  is  good  for  nothing  for  the  original  purpose  designed,  'I'hat  I 
understand  to  be  the  decision  of  the  head  ones  at  Washington,  and  therefore 
they  say,  "Change  her." 

Question.  And,  in  your  judgment,  she  is  not  equal,  as  a  torpedo  boat,  to 
a  boat  that  would  cost  seventy  thousand  or  eighty  thousand  dollars? 

Answer.  No,  six.  I  would  state,  however,  that  this  boat  will  carry  a  gan  on 
her  deck,  which  a  torpedo  boat  would  not. 

Question.  Would  it  be  of  much  use  to  have  a  gun  on  deck,  the  gunners  being 
entn-ely  exposed  to  sharpshooters,  and  every  danger  of  that  kind? 

Answer.  Well,  it  has  always  appeared  to  me  a  very  singular  idea  to  have  an 
iron-clad  boat  with  a  gun  exposed. 

Qnestiou,  That  would  be  the  case  with  this,  however. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  ease  with  this.  But  what  they  design  to  use 
the  boat  for  I  don't  know.  I  don't  even  know  the  design  they  intend  to  tise 
for  firing  the  torpedo,  or  anything  of  that  kind.  They  give  me  my  ideas  of 
what  I  am  to  do  from  time  to  time. 

Question.  Ton  are  the  mere  buUder  of  the  ship,  accoi'ding  to  the  plans  and 
directions  of  some  other  person? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  person  was  Mr,  Stimers? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.     It  was  to  him  that  I  looked  for  instructions. 

Question.  So  you  do  not  profess  skill  in  the  construction  of  ships  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Only  in  building  them  according  to  plans  furnished? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir, 

QuMtion.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  slowness  of  the  Ohimo  ? 

Answer,  Well,  I  attribute  her  slowness  to  her  increased  draught. 

Question,  And  youi  opinion  is  that,  had  she  been  built  according  to  the  de- 
sign of  the  department,  she  might  have  performed  better? 

Answer.  My  opinion  is  that  had  she  been  built  according  to  the  original  in- 
tentions in  regard  to  her — that  is,  the  first  ideas — she  would  have  made  more 
speed. 

Question.  If  you  can  recapitulate  now  some  of  the  alterations  or  deviations 
from  the  original  contract  or  design,  I  would  like  to  have  some  of  the  most  es- 
sential ones,  to  see  what  it  was  that  they  altered  her  for  from  time  to  time. 

Answer.  Well,  one  pretty  important  change  was  putting  in  additional  cross- 
floors,  as  they  are  called;  in  other  words,  strengthening  the  bottom  of  the 
ship  by  adding  cross-floors  and  kelsons. 

Question,  What  would  be  the  expense  of  that,  and  how  far  would  it  increase 
the  weight  ? 

Answer.  That  I  don't  i-ecoUect ;  it  was  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  and  I  don't 
recollect  much  about  that,  only  I  know  the  fact  that  the  change  was  made. 
Then  another  important  change  was  the  addition  of  a  large  and  heavy  wi-ought- 
iron  ring  to  the  bottom  of  the  turret — a  ring  something  like  fifteen  inches  wide 
and  five  inches  thick,  and,  I  should  think,  from  a  rough  estimate,  it  might  weigh 
fifteen  or  eighteen  tons.     That  one  item  would  sink  her  an  inch,  if  I  am  right 
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in  the  weigLt,  and  I  think  I  am.  Then  they  added  two  inches  to  the  thickness 
of  the  pilot-house,  and  added  to  the  height  of  those  two  thicknesses ,  that  is  to 
say,  those  two  thicknesses  were  carried  up  higher  than  the  on^mal  pilot-house. 
That  added  fo  her  weight  considerahly.  Then  it  wd,s  originally  intended  that 
the  engines  should  have  cast-iron  frames.  Instead  of  having  ca-^t  iron  frames 
they  were  ordered  to  he  made  of  wrought-iron.  ' 

Question.  That  was  an  additional  expense,  I  suppose] 

Answer.  An  additional  expense,  but  not  much  addition  to  the  weight,  as  near 
as  I  can  recollect.  Then  there  was  an  addition  of  about  twenty  per  cent.,  I 
think,  to  her  condensing  surfac*.  Then  it  was  originally  designed  to  put  in  the 
Worthington  pumps,  as  they  are  called,  hut  it  was  finaliy  decided  not  to  put 
them  in,  and  they  gave  us  a  design  for  a  pump.  That  added  very  much  to  the 
cost  and  to  tlie  weight.  There  were  one  or  two  iron  bulkheads  added,  which  am 
the  partitions  that  go  across  the  vessel.     Iron  was  substituted  for  wood,  I  think. 

Question.  What  was  the  object  of  that — to  give  her  additional  strength  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  to  give  her  additional  strength.  A  wooden  one,  of  the 
same  strength,  would  have  been  heavier,  I  think. 

Question.  Bnt  an  iron  one  would  cost  the  most,  would  it  not  1 

Answer.  Tee,  sir. 

Question.  It  is  said  tliat  Captain  Ericsson  and  Mr.  Stimers  disagreed  about 
something  in  regard  to  the  conatruttion  of  this  vessel.  Do  you  know  how  that 
was? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not.  The  only  thing  I  know  about  it  is  this  :  in  com- 
pleting the  ship  I  asked  if  I  should  say  built  by  so-and-so,  and  designed  by  Mr. 
Stimers  1  No,  Mr.  Stimers  said,  I  should  not  say  that,  because  they  were  not 
designed  by  him,  but  that  I  might  write  Captain  Ericsson  for  instrnctions 
about  it.  I  had  never  corresponded  with  Captain  Ericsson,  and  knew  no  more 
about  him  than  I  did  about  the  man  in  the  moon ;  but  at  that  time  Mr.  Stimers 
disowned  the  design,  as  he  had  once  or  twice  before. 

Question.  Did  your  contract  include  the  engines  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir,  everything;  I  built  the  ship  complete,  machinery  and  all. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  defect  in  the  engines  of  this  boat  1 

Answer.  No,  sir;  1  do  not  know  of  any  defect  in  the  design. 

Question.  Had  the  engines  sufficient  power  to  work  well? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  less  boiler  would  have  answered,  and  that  would 
have  lightened  the  ship. 

Question,  Would  it  not  have  weakened  the  power  of  the  engines  ? 

Answer.  It  would  have  weakened  the  power  of  the  engines,  provided  the 
boiler  could  not  have  supplied  all  the  steam  necessary.  But  the  fact  is  that 
there  were  thirteen  engines  on  board  of  her — that  is,  what  wo  should  call  thir- 
teen engines ;  they  were  not  all  independent.  In  other  words,  two  engines 
drove  a  pump ;  two  other  engines  drove  a  pump ;  another  engine  drove  a  pump 
another  engine  drove  another  pump;  another  engine  drove  another  pump;  and 
we  used  two  engines  for  turning  the  turret,  and  two  engines  for  turning  the 
blowers. 

Question,  Is  that  so  on  all  these  turreted  iran-clads? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  there  is  an  immense  amount  of  machinery  on  board  of 
them.  Now,  then,  there  might  be  a  case  when  we  should  want  to  run  all  these 
engines  at  the  same  time.  Such  a  contingency  might  occur,  and  then  we  should 
want  all  the  steam  the  boiler  could  supply ;  hut  it  is  not  a  contingency  that 
would  he  very  likely  to  occur.  If  the  ship  sprung  a  leak,  for  instance,  it  might 
he  necessary  to  run  all  the  engines  possible,  but  it  is  very  doubtful.  At  any  ' 
rate  the  vessel  had  two  pumps,  each  of  them  capable  of  taking  out  three  thou- 
sand gallons  a  minute. 

Question,  Had  she  more  of  these  engines  than  are  ordinarily  used  in  such  a 
ship  J 
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Answer.  About  the  same  ntimliei-,  sir,  as  in  ressels  of  the  monitor  class. 
Question.  Was  her  boiler  larger  than  is  usual  in  the  same  kind  of  ships  1 
Answer.  I  have  no  data  to  make  that  assertion  upon,  biit  that  is  my  ii 


By  Mr.  Gooeh : 
Question.  You  say  the  monitor  was  completed  and.  made  a  trial  trip.     Since 
then  you  have  been  directed  by  the  government  to  make  alterations.    Are  yon 
making  those  alterations  for  a  sum  agreed  upon,  or  are  you  to  he  paid  what  they 

Answer,  I  am  to  be  paid  what  they  cost, 

Question.  Can  you  tell  us  what  they  will  cost? 

Answer.  I  cannot,  sir. 

Question.  Can  you  approximate  it  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  can  approximate  it;  I  should  think  they  might  cost  in 
the  neighborhood  of  $50,000 ;  I  should  think  more. 

Question.  How  long  is  it  suice  you  first  commenced  making  these  alterations  1 

Answer.  I  think  I  commeiiced  about  June. 

Question.  Could  you  in  that  time,  if  the  government  needed  a  torpedo  boat, 
have  constructed  one  and  finished  it  3 

Answer.  Just  about. 

Question.  So  that  the  government,  if  it  bad  desired  a  torpedo  boat,  could  have 
had  it  in  less  time  than  it  could  have  these  alterations  made  1 

Answer.  Provided  this  boat  was  done,  I  think  I  could  have  built  a  new  tor- 
pedo boat,  having  had  this  experience,  in  the  time  that  I  have  heen^aking  this 
change. 

Question.  How  much  longer  will  it  take  you  to  complete  the  change,  so  tliat 
your  boat  will  be  ready  for  service? 

Answer.  Ten  days,  or  a  fortnight,  perhaps. 

Question.  In  your  judgment  will  not  this  boat  be  totally  worthless  as  a  tor- 
pedo boat? 

Answer,  Well,  as  I  understand,  or  as  I  form  an  opinion  of  what  a  torpedo 
boat  should  be,  I  think  she  is  entirely  useless. 

Question.  And  being  useless  for  a  torpedo  boat,  can  you  conceive  any  purpose 
for  which  she  can  possibly  be  used  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  am  not  much  acquainted  with  the  torpedo  arrangements 
any  way,  but  so  tar  as  my  ideas  are  concerned,  and  so  far  as  I  have  heard  others 
express  theiridcas,  they  want  somethingsmall;  somethingthat  they  can  manteuvrc 
readily ;  something  with  speed — with  such  speed  as  it  can  have  in  proportion  to 
its  size. 

By  Mr.  Odell; 

Question.  You  made  your  contract,  Mr.  Adams,  with  the  Navy  Department  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  give  the  government  credit  for  the  material  you  take  out 
of  the  vessel  1 

Answer.  Everything  we  take  out  belongs  to  the  government.  Some  portions 
of  it  have  been  sold  to  parties  who  had  not  got  their  boats  done.  The  turret 
still  remains  on  my  place. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  that  your  contract  price  was  about  the  same 
that  was  given  for  the  other  nineteen  i 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  understand  it  to  he  so. 

Question.  Were  the  contracts  made  by  bidsl 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  the  government  called  for  bids,  and  then,  after 
studying  the  matter  over,  and  seeing  the  variation  of  the  bids,  established  a 
price. 

Pait  ly 2 
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Question.  Did  you  make  a  bid  1 

Answer.  I  don't  think  I  did.  I  have  forgottoa  wlietlier  I  did  or  not.  I  think 
I  took  it  at  their  own  price. 

Qiieetion.  If  you  had  made  a  bid,  wouldn't  you  he  likely  to  remember  it  ? 

Answer.  I  made  a  bid  for  different  machinery  at  that  time,  but  I  don't  thiok 
I  bid  for  these  boats.     I  think  I,  solicited  one  of  them  at  their  own  price. 

Question,  Do  you  kaow  who  did  bid  for  them  1 

Answer.  Ho,  eiri  I  don't.     I  think  Mr.  Archibald  bid,  and  Merrick  &  Sons. 

Question.  As  far  as  you  know,  have  the  parties  to  whom  these  contracts  were 
originally  awarded  built  these  vessels? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  now.  There  was  a  boat  given  out,  I  think,  to  a 
Portland  man  by  the  name  of  Leonard,  and  he  made  some  an'singement  with 
parties  here  to  build  the  hull,  and  he  would  build  the  wood-work.  The  parties 
here  started  to  build  the  hull,  but  the  Portland  folks  thought  it  was  not  right, 
but  that,  if  the  depai-tment  had  decided  to  give  one  of  the  boats  to  Portland,  the 
boat  should  be  built  there  for  the  benefit  of  lie  place.  So  the  department  stopped 
the  work  here,  and  ordered  it  to  be  built  iu  Portland;  and  it  was  taken  down 
there,  and  is  being  built  there. 

Question.  When  were  you  to  have  this  vessel  finished? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  to  be  done  iu  eight  or  nine  months  after  the  date  of 
the  contract.     She  was  done  about  May,  I  think. 

Question.  You  contracted  to  build  this  vessel,  according  to  the  plans  and  speci- 
fications famished  you  by  Mr.  Stimers,  for  #395,000? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  from  those  plans  you  have  deviated,  from  time  to  time,  as  he 
has  directed  you? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Now  I  will  ask  you  whether  those  deviations  were  made  with  any 
stipulation  as  to  cost,  or  whether  you  had  any  agreement  with  Mr.  Stimers  as  to 
what  they  should  cost? 

Answer.  Well,  perhaps  I  had  better  explain  a  little.  We  were  furnished 
with  drawings  to  work  by.  Now,  when  wo  came  to  make  any  deviation  li'om 
what  we  conceived  to  be  the  original  idea,  we  corresponded  concerning  it,  but 
did  not  stop  work ;  we  kept  on  at  our  own  risk,  following  hia  directions.  Tkere 
were  some  changes  made  that  we  did  not  know  to  be  changes,  and,  of  course, 
kept  ou;  but  those  who  had  built  boats  before,  similar  to  them,  and  understood 
that  these  were  to  be  in  such  and  such  respects  like  those  they  had  built  before, 
knew  the  changes,  and  perhaps  corresponded  in  relation  to  them,  and  perhaps 
not.  At  any  rate  we  have  tried,  fiom  time  to  time,  to  get  a  settlement ;  to  have 
a  fall  understanding  in  relation  to  these  extras ;  but  up  to  the  present  time  have 
not  succeeded  in  so  doing.  The  matter  has  been  before  the  board — that  is  to 
say,  the  constructors  say,  "We  consider  that  such  and  such  things  ai-e  extra." 
The  board  says,  "We  do  not  consider  such  things  extra,  but  we  consider  such 
and  such  things  extra,  and  we  will  allow  you  an  equitable  price  for  those  things." 
That  thing  remains  to  be  fully  acted  upon. 

Question,  You  say  some  of  these  things  are  changes,  but  you  did  not  know 
it.     How  could  that  he,  witli  the  specifications  before  you  ? 

Answer.  The  apeeifieations  did  not  go  into  details ;  they  were  changes  from 
the  usual  manner  of  building  such  vessels. 

By  Mr.  Wade: 
Qpestioa.  Then  there  was  no  stipulation  as  to  the  price  of  these  extras? 
Answer.  Ho,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  have  received  compensation  for  tiiis  vessel,  in  harmony  with 
the  first  contract,  at  the  rate  of  $395,000  ? 
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Answer.  We  have  received  the  original  contract  price,  and  $25,000  on.  the 
extras  upon  the  original  contract. 

Question.  Yon  refer  in  your  testimony  to  $100,000  as  being  about  the  aum 
claimed  by  you  for  extras.  Does  that  refer  to  the  completion  of  the  boat  as  a 
monitor,  according  to  the  original  design? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Gooch; 

Question.  Were  you  delayed  in  time  in  consequence  of  these  alterations  ? 

Aisswer,  Yes,  sir;  very  much. 
ByMr.  Odell: 

Question,  Was  there  any  forfeiture  in  case  the  vessel  was  not  completed 
within  the  time  specified? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  not  pttt  in  that  form.  I  think  the  price  was  to  be  so 
many  thousand  dollai-s  if  it  was  done  at  such  a  tJme;  so  many  thousand  dollars 
if  it  was  done  at  such  a  time;  and  so  many. thousand  dollars  if  it  wta  done  at 
such  a  time.     The  amounts  and  dates  I  do  not  recollect  now. 

By  Mr.  Gooch : 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Stimers  present  when  the  Chimo  was  launched? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  his  opinion  was  as  to  her'draught  of  water  when 
she  was  launched  ? 

Answer.  His  assistant,  I  think,  first  mentioned  to  him  that  his  opinion  was 
that  she  drew  more  water  than  had  been  anticipated.  Then  Mr.  Stimers  took  the 
data  that  be  bad  at  hand,  and  made  a  calculation,  as  near  as  he  could,  how  much 
she  would  be  out  of  water  when  all  was  aboard,  and  I  think  he  left  it  in  the 
neighborhood  of  four  inches  out  of  water;  and  that  came  very  near  to  what  was 
actually  the  case. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  he  reported  that  fact  to  the  depart- 
ment? 

Answer.  I  do  not;  but  I  think  he  did.  I  think  there  was  a  correspondence 
in  regard  to  it. 

Question.  Bo  yon  know  why  be  went  on  and  completed  her,  putting  the  tur- 
rets and  everything  on,  when  he  knew  that,  when  completed,  she  would  be  only 
four  inches  oufc  of  water  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 


Wednesday,  December  31. 

George  Sewbll  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Wade : 

Question.  Will  yoo  please  to  state  what  relation  you  have  to  tbe  navy,  ship- 
building, &e.? 

Answer.  I  am  chief  engineer  in  the  navy. 

Question.  Are  you  in  government  employ  t 

Answer.  Yea,  sir;  I  am  chief  engineer  of  the  navy  yard  at  Oharleatown. 

Question.  Are  you  an  architect  or  draughtsman  in  ship-building  ? 

Answer.  Ship-building  is  not  exactly  in  the  line  of  steam -engineering,  but  it 
is  part  of  our  profession  to  acquaint  ourselves  with  everything  of  the  kind  that 
is  going  on,  and  I  have  a  good  knowledge  of  the  art. 

Question.  How  long  have  yon  been  engaged  in  the  navy,  and  how  long  have 
you  been  an  engineer  ? 
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Answer.  I  have  followed  the  profitaion  for  (i%ei  twenty-five  years,  and  have 
been  iu  the  navy  since  1847. 

Question.  What  do  yon  know  in  relation  to  the  light- draught  monitors  that 
are  building  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston? 

Answer.  I  have  never  been  officially  connected  v.  ith  them.  The  only  knowl- 
edge I  have  of  them  is  derived  from  ob^eivation  now  and  theo. 

Question.  How  many  are  buitdiQg  in  this  vicinity  that  you  know  of,  of  that 
class? 

Answer.  There  are  three  or  four  over  to  East  Boston,  now  on  the  stocks. 

Question.  Can  you  state  what  progress  has  been  made  upon  those  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot,  as  I  have  not  been  over  there  to  look  at  them  fer  some 
time.     One  that  was  built  there — the  Casco — has  gone  to  New  York. 

Question.  How  is  it  with  the  one  called  the  Ohimo  ? 

Answer.  She  was  built  at  South  Boston.  She  is  now  at  the  navy  yard,  fitting 
for  sea. 

Question.  Did  you  see  her  after  she  was  launched,  or  about  the  time  of  her 
being  launched  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Describe  her  condition  then,  if  you  please. 

Answer.  I  should  think  she  was  about  thirty  inches  out  of  water  at  the  how, 
and  at  the  stem  about  fifteen  inches,  as  near  as  I  recollect.  I  never  measured 
it,  but  judging  by  my  eye  I  should  say  that  was  about  the  distance.  Amid- 
ships, she  would  be  a  mesiu  between  30  and  15 — or,  28J.  She  is  nearly  straight, 
I  think. 

Question.  What  had  she  on  board  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  There  was  nothing  above  deck.     She  had  her  boilers  and  machinery 

Question.  Her  turret  on  t 

Answer.  Her  turret  was  not  on;  her  pilot-house  was  not  on. 

Question.  Her  furniture,  coal,  &c.? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  no  chains,  anchors,  furniture,  coal,  or  anything  of  the  kind ; 
no  water. 

Question.  Did  yon  see  her  aftenvards,  when  these  things  had  been  put  on 
board  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.     What  was  her  condition  then  t 

Answer.  On  her  return  from  the  trial  trip  I  went  over  to  South  Boston  and 
■went  on  board  of  her.  I  should  think  that  the  top  of  the  armor-plating  on  tho 
stern  was  about  one  or  two  inches  imder  water ;  I  should  think  her  bow  was 
probably  out  eight  or  nine  inches. 

Question.  How  were  the  sides  1 

Answer.  Tlie  sides  appeared  to  he  some  four  or  five  inches  out  of  water. 
The  surface  of  the  watra  was  quite  rough,  and  I  could  not  tell  exactly.  I  did 
not  measure  these  distances,  but  judged  by  my  eye. 

Question.  Had  she  all  the  ammunition  on  board  necessary  for  a  voyage  at 
that  time  t 

Answer.  That  I  can't  say,  but  I  think  not.  She  would  have  to  go  to  the 
naVy  yaj'd  to  get  her  ammunition,  and  she  had  not  been  there. 

Question.  How  much  water  did  she  draw  at  the  time  3 

Answer.  That  I  don't  know. 

Question,  Had  you  the  means  of  knowing  anything  of  her  speed  at  the  trial 
trip? 

Answer.  None  whatever,  except  hearsay,  I  was  absent  from  the  city  at  the 
time,  on  duty. 

Question.  Did  you  examine  her  engines  and  propelling  power  ? 
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An^wei'.  I  merely  went  below  and  took  a  cursory  glance  at  tbe  er-igiue-room ; 
that  is  all. 

Question.  Did  you  discover  aJiything  that  you  supposed  to  he  a  defect  in 
that  apparatus  for  propelling  her  1 

Answer.  I  did  not,  so  far  as  the  efSciency  of  the  engines  wae  concerned. 

Question.  From  your  knowledge  of  ships,  what  do  you  say  of  her  sailing 
(j^ualitiea,  when  you  saw  her,  equipped  as  she  was ;  was  she  fit  to  go  to  sea  3 

Answer.  In  my  opinion,  she  was  not. 

Question.  What  use  could  the  government  have  put  her  to,  as  a  vessel  designed 
to  he  serviceable  in  time  of  war  ? 

Answer.  She  would  have  been  useful  for  harbor  defence  here.  In  the  condi- 
tion she  was  in  she  could  never  have  been  taken  to  another  harbor,  where  she 
would  have  been  obliged  to  encounter  rough  weather  to  get  her  there. 

Question.  In  your  judgment,  would  it  have  been  perilous  to  have  undertaken 
to  take  her  round  to  New  York  1 

Answer.  I  think  it  would. 

Question.  Well,  the  government,  convinced  of  that,  have   undertaken  her 
alteration,  have  they  not  1 
^  Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Wbat  have  they  done  1 

Answer.  They  have  taken  off  the  turret,  and  the  guns  that  were  in  the  turret ; 
they  have  taken  out  all  the  pipes  and  valves  which  were  intended  to  fill  the 
compartments  to  sink  the  vessel  lower  in  the  water  when  fighting  ;  they  have 
taken  ont  of  her  the  heavy  condenser  for  the  main  engines,  and  substituted 
something  lighter  ;  they  have  taken  out  the  turret  engines,  and  all  the  gearing 
and  machinery  connected  with  them. 

Question.  Have  they  built  up  her  sides  1 

Answer.  They  have  not. 

Question.  Weil,  with  all  these  out,  to  what  warlike  purpose  could  she  be  put 
that  would  he  useful,  in  your  judgment? 

Answer.  I  am  not  awaro  of  any  useful  purpose  to  which  she  can  be  applied 
in  the  present  war,  but  I  think  the  Navy  Department  have  some  duty  which 
she  can  perform. 

Question.  Could  she  be  useful  for  harbor  defence  in  her  present  condition, 
withont  a  turi-et  ? 

Answer.  She  might  be  of  some  service  in  repelling  the  entrance  of  a  hostile 
vessel  into  this  port,  or  any  port  where  she  might  be  located.  She  is  to  hive 
one  gun  mounted  on  deck. 

Question.  How  much  better  would  she  be  than  any  wooden  vessel,  for  that 
purpose  1 

Answer,  Not  any.  She  will  not  be  as  good,  owing  to  her  lack  of  speed, 
which  a  wooden  vessel  would  have  carrying  the  same  armament. 

Question,  State  whether  her  men,  in  managing  that  gun,  would  not  be  totally 
exposed  to  the  enemy  1 

Answei'.  Not  more  so  than  on  the  double-en dera,  and  vessels  of  that  kind, 
where  the  bulwarks  are  thrown  down  so  as  to  fight  the  guns. 

Question.  But  the  men  would  have  no  protection  in  managbg  the  gun,  from 
the  enemy's  shot,  would  they  ? 

Answer,  Not  the  slightest- 
Question.  Do  you  know  what  speed  she  can  make  in  her  altered  condition  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not.  I  do  not  think  she  has  been  tried  under  steam  since  she 
has  been  altered.  The  Casco,  however,  that  has  been  altered  precisely  as  the 
Ohimo  is  to  be,  and  has  gone  to  New  York,  makes,  I  am  told,  five  knots.  They 
altered  her  in  a  way  which  gave  the  propeller  a  better  chance  to  work.  They 
cut  away  some  of  the  bos  behind,  and  put  on  new  screws  of  less  pitch. 
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QucBtion.  Do  you  tnow  ■whether  she  draws  more  water  than  the  original 
contract  contemplated? 

Answer.  I  can't  say  ae  to. that.  I  don't  recollect  what  their  draught  of  water 
was  to  he.  I  bavp  leard  it  wis  either  six  or  six  and  a  half  feet.  I  never  liad 
anything  official  ab  «t  t 

Question.  The  mm  nt    if  I  undetatand  it,  have  raised  up  the  sides  of 

some  of  these  vesa  1  t 

Answer.  They  ha  nt  a  t  d  I  believe,  to  raise  the  sidea  of  al!  that  were 

not  launched,  twenty  tw     n  h^ 

Question.  Do  y      kn  w  h  w  many  of  them  had  been  launehed  at  that  time  1 

Answer.  I  only  know  of  two — the  Caaco  and  the  Chimo.  The  Naubuck  was 
ready  to  be  launched,  and  I  believe  has  since  been  launched,  without  any  rais- 
ing.    She  was  built  at  Brooklyn,  by  Mr,  Ferine. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  alterations  that  were  made  by  Mr.  Stimera,  or 
directed  by  him  to  hemade,  from  time  to  time,  while  these  vessels  were  in  progresa  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  anything  of  the  kind.    . 

Question,  They  ate  raiaing  up  one  of  them  in  this  harbor,  or  about  here,  are 
they  ttot  1 

Answer,  I  think  they  are  raising  up  three  of  them,  making  them  twenty-two 
inches  deeper  in  the  hold. 

Question,  What  will  be  the  effect  of  this  alteration  on  the  boats  with  regard 
to  their  efficiency  ? 

Answer.  It  wni  improve  their  efficiency  very  much.  It  will  lift  the  over- 
hang clear  out  of  the  water,  or  nearly  so,  I  think,  and,  as  the  overhang  goes  up, 
it  will  leave  twenty-two  more  inches  of  the  screw  available  for  propulsion.  It 
will  lift  it  nearly  out  of  the  bos.  That  will  be  a  very  great  improvement. 
They  will  also  be  much  stronger. 

Question.  You  speak  of  the  screws  being  partly  in  a  box.  "What  necessity 
was  there  for  that  ? 

Answer.  None  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Question.  Did  it  not  impair  the  efficiency  of  the  screw,  and  decrease  its  pro- 
pelling power  very  much  7 

Answer.  Certainly  it  did,  to  a  very  serious  extent. 

Question.  What  useful  purpose  was  it  made  for  "i 

Answer.  That  I  can't  aay ;  I  don't  know  of  any  useful  purpose. 

Question.  Is  it  useful  for  the  screws  of  vessels  to  be  boxed  in  this  way  t 

Answer.  Not  so  thoroughly  boxed  as  in  this  case.  In  some  of  the  monitors 
the  upper  edge  of  the  blade  will  be  something  like  a  foot  inside  of  the  overhang. 

Question.  Did  yon  see  the  iirst  monitor  that  was  built — the  one  that  had  the 
engagement  with  the  Merrimack  1 

Answer.  I  did.     I  have  been  on  board  of  her. 

Question.  How  does  this  craft  differ  from  her  in  its  baild  and  constmetion  ? 

Answer.  The  original  monitor  had  no  tanks  a!l  i-onnd  the  vessel  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sinking  hor  at  will;  it  had  not  the  immense  raftof  timber  round  it  which 
appears  in  these  hou-clads,  and  the  original  monitor's  deck  was  flat,  this  is 
crowning.  That  deck  was  built  in  the  ordinary  way,  and  this  deck  is  made  up 
of  an  immense  number  of  beams,  put  close  together  and  caulked,  making  a  very 
heavy  deck. 

Question.  How  about  the  shape  of  it? 

Answer.  I  can't  say  so  much  about  the  shape  of  it.  I  don't  think  the  screw 
of  the  original  monitor  entered  at  all  into  the  overhang,  but  I  will  not  be  cer- 
tain on  that  point;  I  can't  say  as  to  that.  These  monitors  have  an  ordinary 
inclined  engine  for  propelling  them,  but  the  original  monitor  had  two  of  Erics- 
son's patent  lever  engines  in. 

Question.  Will  you  give  ua  your  opinion  as  to  the  additional  draught  of  water 
that  will  be  caused  by  building  up  the  sides  of  theae  monitors  twenty-two  inches  t 
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Answer.  "Well,  tJie  displacement  of  these  vessels  per  inch  is  about  sixteea 
tons.  I  shouldn't  think  that  raising  the  sides  (the  iron  is  about  five-eighths  of 
an  inch  thick)  would  add  to  the  weight  of  the  vessel  more  than  forty  or  iifty 
tons.  It  may  sink  her  two  or  three  inches ;  I  should  not  think  it  would  exceed 
four. 

Question.  What  do  yow  know  about  the  torpedo  boats? 
nawer.  We  have  only  one  real  torpedo  boat,  and  that  is  the  Stromholi.  She 
is  about  seventy-five  feet  in  length,  fifteen  or  seventeen  feet  beam,  and  draws,  I 
think,  six  feet  water.  In  the  Stromholi  there  are  two  water-tight  doors.  In 
the  inner  door  there  is  what  we  call  a  ball-joint,  or  spherical  joint,  and  through 
that  sphere  rans  what  is  called  an  oat-rigger,  which  can  be  extended  out  be- 
tween twenty-five  and  thirty  feet.  The  operation  ia  this  ;  to  start  with,  the 
outer  door  is  shnt  and  the  water  pumped  out  of  the  compartment  between  the 
two  doors ;  then  the  inner  door  is  opened,  and  you  go  in  and  attach  a  torpedo  to 
the  end  of  this  bar;  yon  then  close  the  inner  door,  open  the  outer  door,  and, 
with  some  machinery  inside,  yon  advance  this  bar  with  the  torpedo  on  it.  After 
you  explode  it  yon  bring  the  bar  in  again,  shut  the  outer  door,  and  then  pump 
the  water  out  between  the  two  doors,  open  the  inner  door,  and  go  in  and  put  on 
another  torpedo,  close  the  inner  door,  open  the  outer  door,  run  out  the  torpedo- 
bar  and  explode  the  torpedo,  and  so  continne  as  long  as  necessary. 

Qnestion.  What  is  the  speed  of  such  a  vessel! 

Answer.  The  Stromholi  runs  from  sis  to  seven  knots,  and  cost,  I  believe, 
about  $75,000. 

Question.  In  your  judgment,  as  acquainted  with  ships,  would  it  be  As  efficient 
as  one  of  these  monitors  for  use  as  a  torpedo  boat? 

Answer.  Oh,  she  is  worth  a  dozen  of  them,  being  so  much  smaller,  and  more 
manageable,  and  having  the  power  of  exploding  her  torpedoes  one  after  theother 
without  exposing  the  men  on  deck.  Now,  in  this  vessel,  (the  Ohimo,)  unless 
they  alter  her  from  her  present  condition,  after  you  have  exploded  one  torpedo 
you  have  got  to  expose  yourself  to  the  attacks  of  the  enemy  on  the  beach  or  in 
the  bushes,  ia  order  to  attach  another,  while  in  this  other  vessel  nobody  is  ex- 
posed. 

Question.  Would  it  be  more  economical  for  the  government  to  convert  these 
monitors  into  torpedo  boats  than  to  build  new  ones  ? 

Answer.  I  should  advocate  building  new  ones.  They  are  small  vessels,  and 
can  be  built  rapidly,  and  are  really  what  yon  want;  and  these  are  mere  make- 
shifts. 

By  Mr.  Gooch : 

Question.  Do  you  consider  these  boats  of  any  value  whatever  as  torpedo 
boats  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  see  where  they  can  he  of  any  real  value;  but  the  Navy  De- 
partment, no  doubt,  can  make  them  sei-viceable. 

Question.  Do  you  know  for  what  purpose  these  boats  were  originally  in- 
tended? 

Answer.  I  do  not.  I  was  at  sea  when  they  were  commenced.  They  must 
have  been  intended,  however,  for  some  very  shallow  streams,  as  they  wanted  a 
very  liglit  draught. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  it  was  designed  the  speed  of  these  boats  should 
be? 

Answer.  Well,  I  can  only  speak  from  hearsay,  that  they  were  to  go  nine 
knots. 

QuMtion.  Can  yon  point  o«t  the  reason  why  they  fall  so  far  short  in  speed? 

Answer.  Well,  they  draw  more  water  than  it  was  intended  they  should, 
which,  of  conise,  makes  the  resistance  greater.  I  consider  this  overhang  and 
the  boxing  of  the  screw  as  the  main  causes  of  their  falling  off  in  spewl;  but  a 
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vessel  drawing  mnre  water  of  course  requires  more  power  to  attain  the  same 
speed. 

Question.  Is  there  any  necessity  for  that  ovei'haag  on  the  moDitor  1 

Answer.  I  am  opposed  to  it,  and  have  always  been.  I  can  see  no  good  in 
it ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  a  positive  detriment,  and  endangers  the  safety  of  tlie 
vessel  at  eea.  One  great  objection  to  this  overhang  is  the  drag  in  the  water, 
which  is  very  detrimental  to  &e  speed;  and  another  is,  the  great  opportunity 
which  it  gives  a  heavy  sea  to  destroy  the  vessel.  It  presents  such  an  immense 
flat  Bnrface  for  the  sea  to  sti'ike  against,  that  it  is  difficult  to  make  them  suih- 
ciently  strong.  The  overhang  evidently  sunk  the  first  monitor,  by  tearing  what 
they  called  in  her  the  upper  hull  from  the  lower  hull. 

Question.  "What  aie  the  reasons  given  for  that  overhang  by  the  inventor, 
Mr.  Ericsson? 

Answer.  It  is,  as  I  understand  it,  to  prevent  the  stern  from  being  run  into  by 
an  enemy's  vessel,  and  the  desti'uction  of  the  rudder  and  probably  the  screw. 
The  Monadnock  has  very  little  overhang  indeed. 

Question.  The  Casco  is  now  about  as  much  out  of  water  as  it  was  designed 
these  vessels  should  be,  is  she  not  t 

Answer.  I  can't  say  as  to  that. 

Question.  How  much  is  she  out  of  water? 

Answer.  I  have  not  heard,  and  I  have  not  had  a  chance  to  see  for  myself. 
Pretty  much  everything  that  was  done  on  her  was  done  over  to  East  Boeton, 
where  she  was  built,  and  as  1  nevei'  had  any  official  connexion  with  these  vessels 
whatever,  what  I  know  about  them  is  from  my  own  private  obsei'vation. 

Question.  With  how  much  accuracy  ought  the  draught  of  water  of  such  a  ves- 
sel to  he  estimated  1 

Answer.  Within  two  or  three  inches  at  the  most.  It  is  a  simple  mathemat- 
ical calculation.  Yon  make  your  drawings;  you  see  what  weight  you  are  going 
to  put  in ;  you  see  by  the  formation  of  the  hull  what  the  displacement  is  to  be ; 
we  all  know  what  a  cubic  foot  of  water  weighs;  a  vessel  always  displaces  her 
own  weight  exactly,  and  it  is  very  easy  to  ascertain  what  the  draught  is  to  he. 

Question.  Then,  if  this  vessel  draws  over  three  inches  more  water  than  was 
originally  estimated,  it  is  an  inexcusable  error  or  mistake  on  the  part  of  the 
constructor  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is,  if  there  was  on  more  put  on  her  in  the  shape  of 
weight  than  was  intended  when  she  was  originally  designed.  .If  more  weight 
has  been  put  in  than  was  intended  when  the  vessel  was  designed,  she  will  neces- 
sarily draw  more  water.  Just  as  much  aa  the  weight  is  increased,  of  course,  she 
goes  down — an  inch  to  about  every  sixteen  tons. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  determined  the  amount  of  weight  on  these 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  But  they  were  found  to  be  so  deep  in  the  water,  even  before  the 
armament  was  taken  on  board,  that  they  were  not  fit  for  service,  were  they  not? 

Answer.  That  was  the  common  talk  among  those  who  were  building  them, 
and  among  professional  men  who  noticed  these  things.  That  was  the  talk,  long 
before  the  Chimo  was  hiuiiched,  of  the  builder,  Mr.  Adams;  he  often  said  she 
would  not  float;  meaning  by  that,  not  that  she  would  sink,  but  that  she  would 
float  so  deep  that  she  would  not  be  serviceable. 

Question.  WO]  these  monitors  that  are  now  being  built  up  ever  be  fit  for  sea 

Answer.  They  will  not  he  fit  for  sea  steamers  at  all;  can  be  Uikan  from  port 
to  port  in  fine  weatlier. 

Question.  They  will  only  he  fit  for  harbors  and  rivere  1 
Answer,  Harbors  and  rivers. 
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Question.  They  will  draw  22  more  inches  than  it  was  originally  intended 
they  should,  in  order  to  bring  them  as  far  out  of  water  as  was  designed  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  what  the  original  intention  was,  and  I  don't  know 
what,  their  present  dranght  is  ;  but  they  will  draw,  I  should  think,  aboat  four 
inches  more  water  than  they  do  at  present,  with  the  additional  raising  of  the 
sides  and  deck. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  is  superinteading  the  construction  of  those  that 
have  been  built  heie  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Wilmarth  superintend  nt  of  the  Phimo  I  think  Chief  En- 
gineer Moore  is  now  bupenntendm:;  thoio  at  East  Boston  that  are  being  raised 
in  the  hold.  Mr.  Eobmson  supeimtendcd  the  Naubuck  at  Brooklyn,  and  the 
late  Chief  Engineei  Long  aupeiiutended  apirt  f  the  time,  the  one  built  at 
Chester. 

Question,  Suppose  tbit  these  vessih  weio  oiigmally  designed  to  navigate 
rivers  where  only  vessels  with  a  draught  not  exceeding  six  and  a  half  feet  could 
go,  will  these  vessels  be  of  any  use  for  that  purpose  when  they  are  built  up  1 

Answer.  They  will  not,  unless  the  depth  of  water  will  allow  for  the  increased 
weight  that  has  been  put  on  tbem. 
By  Mr.  Wade : 
-  Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  cun'ents  of  our  western  streams  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  never  bcca  out  there. 

Question.  Suppose  the  current  is  four  miles  an  hour,  would  the  Cliimo  be  able 
to  stem  that  current  and  go  up  stream  f 

Answer.  It  would  depend  on  what  speed  she  can  make. 

By  Mr.  Gooch  : 

Question.  What  is  the  thickness  of  the  armor-plate  of  those  vessels  1 

Answer.  TLi-ee  inches  at  the  surface  of  the  water. 

Question.  Would  not  the  thickness  of  the  plate  and  the  fact  that  the  men 
who  work  the  guns  must  all  be  exposed  on  deck,  without  protection,  render 
them  of  very  little,  if  any,  value  for  harbor  defence  J 

Answer.  They  would  be  as  valuable  as  othervessela  of  the  navy  whose  guns 
are  exposed. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  many  men  it  will  take  to  man  tho  Chimo  in  her 
present  condition  1 

Answer.  I  think  the  admiral  said  yesterday  that  forty-four  was  her  comple- 

Question.  How  many  are  usually  reijuired  on  a  torpedo  boati 

Answer.  I  think  the  crew  of  the  Stromboli  amounts  to  either  nine  or  eleven 
persons,  all  told. 

Question.  Is  a  gun  exposed  on  deck  of  any  value  fo  a  torpedo  boat? 

Answer.  It  would  not  be  to  a  vessel  like  the  Stromboli.  In  this  case  it 
would.  It  could  be  used  to  clear  the  banks  of  any  enemy  while  the  men  were 
exposed  in  attaching  the  torpedoes. 

Question.  And,  with  the  speed  of  these  boats,  could  they  ever  catch  any- 
thing? 

Answer.  Never. 


Thubsday,  December  22. 
Nathaniel  McKay  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Wade  ; 
Question.  Where  do  you  resided 
Answer.    In  East  Boston.  /-'  i 
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Question.  What  business  or  profeBsion  do  yon  follow  1 

Aaawei'.     I  follow  ship  building,  steam-engines  and  boilers. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  that  business  t 

Answer.  Evei- since  1848.  I  was  foreman  for  my  brother  from  1851  to  1857, 
and  have  been  in  buainoss  for  myself  since  18-57. 

QueatioH.  Have  yon  done  any  work  for  the  government! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Please  state  what  work  you  have  done  for  the  government. 

Answer.  On  the  4tb  day  of  May,  1863, 1  received  a  contract  for  a  light- draught 
monitor  called  the  Squando,  and  in  about  20  days  after  that  I  received  the 
plans  aud  specifications. 

Question,  i^-om  whom  did  you  receive  the  plans  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Stimers. 

Question.     With  whom  did  you  make  the  contract  for  building  her  ? 

Answer.  With  the  Navy  Department.  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  department  on 
the  20th  of  April  stating  that  I  would  like  to  build  a  vessel  suchas  were  being 
bdlt  at  East  Boston,  and  they  sent  on  a  hoard  to  examine  my  premises,  and 
then  gave  me  a  contract. 

Qu^tion.  What  was  the  contract  price  for  building  hi 

Answer.  $393,000,  for  sis  months. 

Question.  What  were  the  dimensions  of  the  craft  to  be  I 

Answer.  She  was  to  be  225  feet  long,  45  feet  wide,  and  9  feet  and  one  inch 
deep. 

Question.  What  depth  'of  water  was  she  to  draw  ;  was  anything  said 
about  it  in  the  contract  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  she  was  supposed  to  draw  6^  feet  of  water.  We  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  draught.     We  had  nothing  to  do  but  build  the  vessel  as  the 

Question.  Is  Mr.  Stimers  a  ship-builder? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  his  experience  ;  he  is  an  engineer  in  the  navy,  and  has 
been  for  some  years. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  has  ever  attended  to  ship-building  as  a 
profession  * 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  knew  anything  about  him  except  that  his  firet 
start  was  on  the  original  Monitor  .it  Hampton  Roads.  He  took  her  down 
there,  and  he  has  been  to  sea  agood  deal. 

Question.  You  have  built  the  vessel  aecordiug  to  his  directions  1 

Answer.  Yes,  air ;  eveiy  blow  that  has  been  struck,  every  rivet  that  has  been 
driven,  has  been  according  to  his  directions. 

Question,  Did  not  the  contract  specify  how  she  was  to  be  built  ? 

Answer.  She  was  to  be  a  light-draught  monitor,  according  to  plans  and  speci- 
fications fnmished  hy  the  department. 

Question.  How  eould  you  contract  for  the  prices  without  specifications  as 
to  how  she  was  to  be  built  1  She  might  be  iinished  in  one  way  mucli  cheaper 
than  in  another,  might  she  not? 

Answer.  Oh,  they  were  all  to  be  built  alike  ae  I  understand  it ;  there  were  to 
be  twenty  in  all,  and  there  were  twelve  oat  when  I  took  mine. 

Question.  Did  you  know  what  the  specifications  were  to  be  ? 

Answer.  I  had  looked  at  the  one  at  the  Atlantic  works  and  at  others. 

Question.  As  you  progressed  with  the  work,  wore  there  any  alterations  from 
the  original  design  t 

Answer.  Alterations  as  fast  as  they  could  come  by  Adams  express. 

Question.  Can  you  specify  some  of  the  principal  alterations  1 

Answer.  Some  of  them  were  cross-floors  on  the  bottom ;  a  ring  round  the 
turret  aud  pilot-house,  making  the  turret  and  pilot-house  thicker,  vacuum  engines 
and  the  condenser  lengthened. 
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Question.  Was  there  any  change  in  the  hulkheads  ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  were  several  new  bulkheads  added.  It  was  necea- 
Bary  that  that  should  be  done,  but  they  didn't  think  of  it  before  there  were 
hundreds  of  alterations. 

Queation.  Were  these  alterations  or  deviations  from  the  original  plan  at- 
tended Tvith  more  expense  than  that  plan  "i 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  mneh  more  do  you  suppose? 

Answer,  Well,  over  a  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Question.  Was  there  any  price  agreed  upon  between  you  and  Mr.  Stiracrs  for 


Answer.  Somotimes  he  would  make  a  bargain  when  he  sent  on  the  alterations ; 
finally,  the  department  found  that  he  was  giving  so  many  orders  that  they  cut 
him  off  from  making  alterations  unless  they  were  notified  and  knew  what  the 
changes  wore  to  be,  so  we  would  have  to  wait  a  week  or  so  to  see  whether  the 
changes  would  he  made  or  not.  He  smd  he  had  to  write  to  Washington  and 
submit  them  to  the  department. 

Question.  Then  all  the  material  changes  were  submitted  to  the  department  1 

Answer.  No,  sir;  very  few  of  them.  When  they  found  that  Mr.  Stimors  was 
going  so  far  in  these  alterations,  and  there  was  so  much  fault  hy  other  people, 
they  stopped  him. 

Question.  Did  the  department  know  that  he  was  making  alterations  to  the 
extent  of$10O,000! 

Answer.  I  don't  think  he  said  a  word  to  them  about  it,  but  went  right  along 
and  did  just  as  he  pleased.     He  did  not  care  for  the  department  or  anybody  else. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  received  any  directions  from  Mr.  Erica- 
son  in  regard  to  these  alterations  ? 

Answer.  I  never  hoard  Ericsson's  name  mentioned  in  the  matter  until  recently. 

Question.  Did 'the  #100,000  include  the  raising  at  the  aides  of  the  vessel  1 

Answer.  No,  sir.     Those  were  made  while  Mr,  Stimers  was  there. 

Question.  Before  it  was  decided  to  raise  them  up  t 

Answer.  Tea,  air, 

Qu^tion.  How  much  will  raising  them  cost  ? 

Answer.  We  have  a  special  contract  for  that  at  $90,000. 

Question.  Then  the  boat,  whea  completed,  will  cost  $190, 000  more  than  was 
supposed  at  first. 

Answer.  Tea,  sir. 

Question.  What  condition  is  your  vessel  in  now  1 

Answer.  My  vessel  will  be  ready  to  launch  the  last  day  of  this  month. 

Question.  Will  you  state  the  reasons  that  induced  the  depactmont  to  have  the 
aides  of  the  vessel  raised  up  i 

Answer.  Because  they  thought  she  would  not  be  seaworthy. 

Question.  Had  you  seen  any  of  these  monitors  after  thoy  had  been  launched  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  air ;  I  had  been  on  board  the  Chimo. 

Question.  What  was  her  condition  wheu  she  was  launched,  and  how  did  she 
appear  in  the  water? 

Answer.  She  was  very  low  in  the  water.  I  was  on  board  the  Caaco  also 
after  she  was  launched. 

Question.  Did  these  vessels  have  all  their  munitions  of  war,  fuel,  and  the  like, 
on  board  when  you  saw  them  ? 

Answer.  The  Caseo  did  not  have  any  fuel  on  board  of  her ;  she  was  not  com- 
pleted. 

Question.  How  was  it  with  the  Chimo  ? 

Answer.  The  Chimo  had  her  turret  off  when  I  was  on  board  of  her. 

Question.  Did  you  see  her  with  the  turret  on  after  she  was  launched  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  go  on  board  of  her. 
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Question.  Why  was  tbe  turret  taken  off  1 

Answer,  I  understood  sLe  drew  too  mucli  wat«r  and  could  not  cany  it. 

Question.  In  your  judgment,  would  she  be  a  aeawortby  boat  accordiug  to  the 
original  plan! 

Answer.  Some  people  say  they  would  go  to  sea  in  Ler,  and  some  say  they 
would  not.     I  should  not  want  to  go  to  aea  in  her. 

Question.  That  depends  npon  a  man's  hardihood  and  courage ;  but  we  want 
to  know  whether  she  could  traverse  tlie  ocean,  from  port  to  port,  with  safety  1 

Answer.  There  is  not  an  iron-clad  in  the  world  that  could  traveree  the  ocean. 
I  have  never  seen  one  that  could. 

Question,  Could  she  do  so  as  well  as  any  of  them  ? 

Answer.  Well,  yes,  air. 

Question.  How  many  inches  was  she  out  of  water  1 

Answer.  At  the  centre  of  the  stem  she  was  two  and  a  half  inches  out  of  wa- 
ter ;  forward  she  was  some  fifteen  inches  out. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  anything  of  her  speed  1 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  What  useful  purpose  could  she  he  put  to,  as  a  ship-of-wai,  with 
her  turret  off? 

Answer,  Well,  I  suppose  she  is  just  as  good  as  any  of  those  double- en ders, 
or  arty  of  those  gunboats  that  fight  with  batteries  on  shore.  Thei'e  is  nothing 
to  affect  the  men  any  more  than  oo  a  wooden  vessel,  and  no  splinters  to  hurt 
them.  1  think  she  would  be  better  in  a  battle  than  any  wooden  vessel,  because 
the  men  would  not  be  so  liable  to  be  hurt. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  much  water  the  Chimo  drew? 

Answer.  About  eight  feet,  I  should  think, 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  what  the  double-enders  draw  1 

Answer.  I  think  they  draw  about  the  same.  , 

Question.  Do  you  consider  the  Chimo  of  any  value  at  all  as  a  ship-of-war  ? 

Answer,  She  was  not  intended  for  a  ship-of-war. 

Question,  What  waa  she  intended  for  t 

Answer.  For  a  torpedo  boat,  as  I  understand. 

■Question.  I  mean,  for  what  was  she  ori^ally  designed? 

Answer.  To  go  up  rivers  and  into  shallow  places,  and  eacounter  the  enemy 
wherever  they  should  be  met.  I  think  these  vessels  are  better  than  a  gunboat 
would  be ;  they  are  iron,  and  they  can  resist  shot  and  shell  better. 

Question.  What  is  the  thickness  of  the  armor  of  this  vessel '! 

Answer.  Three  inches. 

Question.  How  was  it  on  the  deck? 

Answer.  Two  half-inch  plates,  making  one  iuch. 

Question.  You  have  built  one  of  these  vessels  and  nearly  finished  raising  up 
the  sides,  how  far? 

Answer.  Twenty-two  inches. 

Question.  With  her  full  complement  of  men  and  munitions  of  war  on  board, 
what  will  her  draught  of  water  be  1 

Answer.  I  don't  think  it  will  be  any  more  than  it  was  before,  or  not  more 
than  six  inches  more. 

Question.  That  would  give  her  a  draught  of  about  ten  feet  and  a  half? 

Answer.  I  think  she  will  not  draw  that. 

Question.  Is  so  long  and  shallow  a  vessel  as  she  is  strong  enough  to  go  to 
aea? 

Answer.  Welt,  I  shouldn't  think  she  would  go  to  sea;  there  is  no  iron  vessel 
of  that  class  that  will.  It  is  impossible,  as  I  said  before,  for  a  vessel  of  that  class 
to  go  to  sea,  with  the  power  they  have  in  them;  they  were  never  intended  to  go 
to  sea ;  they  would  probably  go  round  Cape  Cod,  like  many  of  our  sound  steam- 
ers, that  were  never  meant  to  go  to  aea.    These  monitors  were  intended  for 
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riveve  and  harbors.     "No  vessel  'was  ever  built  any  stronger  in  the  aides  oi'  deck 
than  they  are ;  they  are  as  strong  as  they  could  be  made. 

Question.  As  strong  as  they  could  be  made  o£  these  given  dimensions;  but  if 
yon  had  built  them  higher  they  could  have  been  made  stronger  1 

Answer.  Oh,  yes.  There  could  be  no  trouble  except  in  the  bottom  of  the 
vessel;  the  sides  are  amply  strong,  they  would  never  give  out  at  all  except  from 
shot  or  shell. 

By  Mr.  Odell : 

Question.  You  stated  that  you  wrote  to  the  department  for  the  privilege  of 
building  one  of  these  vessels  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sic. 

Question,  How  came  you  to  do  that  i 

Answer.  I  wanted  something  to  do. 

Question,  I  understand  that ;  but  were  there  no  bids  made  foe  the  building 
of  tbese  twenty  vessels  ? 

Answer,  There  wore,  but  I  did  not  bid,  I  think  they  got  a  gi'eat  many  bids, 
and  then  gave  what  they  thought  it  was  worth. 

Question.  You  mean  to  say  that  the  department  fixed  a  price  which  they 
would  give  for  buOding  these  twenty  vessels  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  suppose  they  received  a  great  many  bids,  nnd  averaged 
them  the  same  as  they  do  in  a  great  many  other  cases. 

Question.  You  understand  that  the  same  price  was  paid  for  them  all  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  have  you  received  upon  your  first  contract  ? 

Answer,  There  are  about  $75,000  due  on  the  original  contract. 

Question,  Now,  what  arrangement  did  you  make  with,  the  government  or 
any  of  its  agents  in  regard  to  compensation  for  the  changes  that  wore  made 
from  the  original  plan  ?     Was  any  price  agreed  upon  1 

Answer.  Sometimes  they  would  pnt  down  the  amount  that  was  to  be  paid  ; 
for  instance,  Mr.  Stimers  said  that  other  parties  had  agreed  to  lengthen  the  pilot- 
house for  $1,000,  and  lie  would  give  us  that;  I  think  the  price  to  be  paid  i'or 
the  bulkheads  was  $1,400  or  #1,500. 

Question.  What  proportion  of  these  alterations,  amounting  to  $100,000,  did 
you  have  any  agreement  with  the  government  in  reference  to  the  compensation 
that  was  to  be  paid  1 

Answer.  Bat  ai  very  small  proportion  of  them;  sometimes  wewould  write  them 
that  such  a  thing  was  extra,  and  sometimes  we  would  not,  they  came  so  thick 
We  expect  the  Navy  Department  will  pay  us  every  cent  for  the  deviations  from 
the  original  plans. 

Questiou.  By  what  arrangement  do  you  expect  this  to  be  done  ? 

Answer.  We  expect  they  will  look  over  the  different  plans  aud  give  us  just 
what  a  private  individual  would  for  the  extra  work.     We  know  they  will- 
Question.  Who  is  to  be  the  judge  of  it? 

Answer.  The  engineers.  That  is  all  the  way  we  expect  to  bo  used.  We  re- 
ceived a  great  many  plans,  and  we  have  endeavored  to  follow  them  as  far  as  we 
possibly  could. 

Question.  These  alterations  that  you  are  now  making,  under  contract,  for 
$90,000,  you  understand  to  have  been  ordered  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of 
the  vessels  to  realize  the  expectations  of  the  Navy  Department  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  or  of  Mr.  Stimers;  he  furnished  ua  the  plans. 

Question.  At  whose  insrigation  was  this  change  made  ? 

Answer.  Well,  Mr,  Wood  and  Admiral  Gregory  directed  the  change.  I  have 
done  my  business  through  them  entirely.  I  suppose  they  found  the  vessels 
were  not  efficient,  and  they  had  to  make  the  change.  Mr.  Stimers  was  dismissed 
and  Mr.  Wood  put  in  his  place. 
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By  Mr.  Wade : 

Question.  Who  agreed  to  pay  #90,000  for  raising  the  sides  of  the  vessel  t 

Answer.  Admiral  Gregory,  at  the  Parker  House,  after  we  had  fought  bira 
there,  with  some  of  the  other  builders,  for  four  or  five  hours,  to  get  more. 
By  Mr.  OdeU : 

Question.  la  the  same  price  to  be  paid  for  these  alterations  on  each  of  the 
vessels  1 

Answer.  Ho,  sir;  the  price  to  be  paid  depends  upon  the  sta^e  the  work  is  in. 
My  vessel  was  furtJier  advanced  than  some  of  the  others,  and  I  get  ,590,000. 
None  get  over  that,  some  less.  I  think  these  vessels  will  be  very  effiuient  when 
they  are  done. 

Question.  EfScient  for  what  purpose  1 

Answer.  For  river  and  harbor  defence;  that  is  what  they  were  originally 
intended  for. 

Question.  As  a  practical  man,  would  you  say  that  their  armor  was  sufficient 
to  resist  the  force  of  such  armaments  aa  they  would  naturally  come  in  conflict 
with? 

Answer.  Well,  they  would  not  stand  some  fortifications  that  have  a  much 
heavier  armor. 

Question.  How  much  force  would  they  stand  ? 

Answer.  Field  artillery.  ITiere  are  a  great  many  places  up  the  James,  the 
Tork,  and  all  the  southern  rivers,  for  instanee,  where  you  could  not  go  with  a 
gunboat,  that  you  could  reach  with  these  iron-ciads. 

Question.  Is  theatrengthof  their  armor  the  same  as  that  of  the  double-enders  ? 

Answer.  The  douhle-endera  have  no  armor  at  all ;  they  were  merely  low 
■wooden  vessels ;  they  have  nothing  but  little  thin  bulwarks  of  iron,  I  think 
these  vessels,  when  completed,  will  be  very  good  vessels.  There  is  plenty  of 
work  in  them,  and  everything  is  done  in  the  best  possible  manner. 

Question.  What  speed  do  you  expect  to  get  out  of  this  vessel  f 

Answer.  I  think  sue  will  go  five  or  six  knots. 

Question.  You  said  yonr  contract  was  to  finish  this  vessel  in  six  months. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  In  four  months  at  $395,000,  in  six  months  at  $386,000. 
One  reason  we  did  not  finish  her  in  four  months  was,  because  there  were  not 
men  enough  in  the  conntry  to  do  it;  and  another  reason  was,  the  plans  never 
eamo  to  hand  until  a  yeai  after  the  contract  was  made. 

Question.  Didn't  you  know  the  number  of  men  in  the  country  when  yon  made 
your  contract  t 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  you  might  get  them  all  on  the  vessel,  but  you  could  not 
get  them  all  on  one  sheet. 

Question.  Do  you  feel  yourself  under  any  obligation  in  consecLuence  of  not 
completing  the  vessel  at  the  time  specified  in  the  contract  ? 

Answer.  Sot  at  all,  sir. 

Question.  Has  the  work  been  done  as  rapidly  as  it  could  be  done  under  the 
circumstances  in  which  yon  were  placed  by  the  government. 

Answer.  Tea,  sir.  We  worked  aa  rapidly  as  we  could.  We  have  worked 
night  and  day  on  it ;  but  there  have  been  so  many  alterations  and  so  much  delay 
that  we  have  got  almost  discouraged.     We  hope,  however,  to  live  through  it. 

By  Mr.  Wade: 

Question.  If  the  speed  of  your  boat  is  five  knots  and  the  current  is  four,  how 
rapidly  will  she  go  «p? 

Answer.  Well,  if  tiie  current  is  very  strong,  it  would  be  like  trying  to  maka 
water  run  «p  hill.     Yon  can't  make  water  run  up  the  roof  of  this  house. 
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On  a  sub3cc[ueiit  3ay  Mr.  McKay  submitted  tlie  following  statement,  re- 
questing that  it  might  be  appended  to  his  deposition  : 

The  draught  of  water  of  the  Squando,  when  ready  for  sea,  will  he  7  feet  9 
inches ;  dimensions  as  she  now  is :  length,  235  feet  4j  inches  ;  breadth,  45  feet 
1^  inch ;  depth  amidships,  H  feet  |  inch. 

In  regai-d  to  any  orders  I  received  in  reference  to  the  alteration  or  coaetrao- 
tion,  they  all  came  from  the  ofBce  of  Chief  Engineer  Stimera.  The  first  drawing 
came  to  us  on  the  37th  day  of  May,  1863 — the  laat  received  from  him  was  at  the 
time  of  his  removal  from  office.  We  received  one  general  plan  as  late  as  Apiil 
26,  1864,  eleven  months  after  the  date  of  contract.  We  have  received  in  all 
from  Mr.  Stimers  120  letters.  Most  of  these  ai'e  ia  relation  to  alterations  and 
deviations  from  the  first  plana  we  received  from  him.  We  have  received  also 
83  sheets,  containing  plans  and  drawings  enongh  in  number  and  size  to  contain 
the  drawings  for  the  machinery  of  our  entire  navy,  with  all  the  plans  complete. 
We  received  also  a  bound  book,  4  by  6,  of  92  pages,  printed  in  small  type. 
Each  mechanic  in  charge  bad  to  have  one  of  these  books  in  Lis  pocket,  so  that 
he  would  not  make  any  deviation  from  the  plans  or  specifications.  It  was 
called  the  "  Specification  Book,"  and  termed  by  our  meehaniea  "  the  monitor 
prayer  book."  If  there  had  been  any  deviations  from  this  book  the.work  would 
have  been  condemned.  It  came  from  Mr.  Stimera's  office.  He  made  some  ad- 
ditions to  it,  after  the  issue  of  the  first  volume,  which  were  pasted  in  the  back 
of  the  book.  I  am  aware  that  there  has  been  a  mistake  in  those  vessels  in  all 
their  weights.  In  the  first  place,  had  Mr.  Stimers  remained  in  power,  he  would 
have  sunk  every  one  of  them  by  his  additional  alterations  on  alterations.  He 
was  not  satisfied  to  finish  the  vessels  as  they  were  intended,  nor  do  I  think  he 
would  ever  have  finished  them,  for  they  would  have  sunk  at  the  wharf  with  the 
immense  quantity  of  iron  he  put  in  them,  which  was  of  no  value,  and  only  for 
experiments.  There  seemed  to  be  no  end  to  the  work,  as  long  as  he  had  a 
draughtsman.  The  engines  are  finished  in  the  moat  'elaborate  style,  all  polished. 
Parts  that  should  have  been  made  of  cast-iron  were  made  of  wrought,  at  a  cost, 
when  finished,  of  two  dollara  per  pound.  A  great  many  parta  which  should 
have  been  made  of  cast-kon  were  made  of  brass,  and  finished  in  the  most 
elaborate  style,  got  up  regardless  of  expense.  This  looked  well  on  paper,  and 
Mr.  Stimers  did  not  care  how  long  it  took  a  man  to  finish  it.  Had  those  en- 
gines been  got  up  as  simple  and  plain  as  the  engines  on  the  Monadnock,  and 
the  engines  for  the  naval  vessels  generally,  by  Mr.  E.  P.  Isberwood,  they  would 
have  been  completed  in  three  or  four  montha,  where  it  took  six  months  to  make 
them.  I  can  confidently  aay  that  there  is  more  copper  pipe  in  one  of  those 
boats  than  there  is  in  one  of  our  large  frigates.  They  were  as  thick  again  as 
were  required.  Those  were  Mr,  Stimers's  instructions.  All  of  the  orders 
were  in  this  way.  There  is  more  machinery  and  parts  of  machinery  in  the 
Squando  than  there  is  in  the  iron-clad  Monadnock.  If  the  plans  furnished 
fi-om  first  to  last  were  spread  out  they  would  cover  the  entii-e  deck  of  the  vessel, 
iind  there  would  not  be  room  enough  left  for  Mr.  Stiraers  to  add  another. 

I  cannot  see  that  the  Navy  Department  ai'C  at  fault  for  this  mistake.  The 
country  was  in  want  of  veasels-of-war,  and  the  d^artment  are  in  duty  bound  to 
furnish  them  as  ordered.  They  have  done  their  duty,  as  far  as  I  can  aee.  They 
are  merely  agents  for  the  people ;  and  I  am  confident  they  have  been  very  effi- 
cient in  the  discharge  of  all  their  duties.  Mr.  Fox  had  great  confidence  in  Mr. 
Stimers's  abilities  to  construct  those  vessels  and  superintend  the  directions  of  the 
plans  and  their  entire  arrangements.  Mr.  Fox  did  all  in  his  power  to  make 
those  vessels  ef&cient.  He  placed  an  agent  with  full  power,  and  that  agent  did 
all  that  he  haew  to  make  them  seaworthy  and  fit  for  hai'bor  defence,  and  failed 
to  accompliah  his  design ;  and  he  was  removed  immediately,  aa  I  am  aware  any 
busineaa  man  would  remove  an  agent  when  he  did  not  perform  his  duty  in  accord- 
ance with  his  instructions.     I  am  confident  that  no  detail  of  the  instructions  of 
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the  light- draught  motiitora  was  ever  executed  in  any  of  the  departments  at 
Washington.  I  never  received  a  letter  nor  a  word  from  Mr,  Lenthall  on  them, 
except  for  our  approved  bills,  when  thoj  had  been  passed  by  Mr.  Stimers,  with 
his  signature  as  approved.  I  called  on  Mr.  laherwood  once  for  some  information ; 
he  told  me  that  he  Knew  nothing  about  them.  This  was  a  short  time  after  I 
received  the  contract,  A  mistake  has  been  made,  and  the  country  must  bear  it. 
This  country  is  only  in  its  infancy  in  naval  warfare,  1  am  aware  that  the  navy 
haa  done  a  great  deal,  aud  is  now  doing  daily,  and  gettiag  a  great  deal  of  valu- 
able experience ;  and  they  will  produce,  in  a  short  time,  some  of  the  most  cfS- 
oient  vessels -of- war  that  ever  floated.  The  navy  commenced  the  war  with  three 
steam  vessels,  and  have  now  over  six  hundred.  I  think  that  great  credit  is  due 
to  the  Navy  Departmeat  for  their  efficiency  in  beeping  such  a  fleet  at  sea,  to 
guard  ali  the  rivers,  inlets,  and  coast  of  the  south.  Where  is  there  a  country 
as  large  as  this,  or  a  Navy  Department  in  the  world,  that  has  done  so  much  as 
ours  in  so  short  a  time,  and  made  so  few  mistakes  1  Look  at  France  and  Eng- 
land, that  have  been  building  armed  vessels  for  hundreds  of  years,  and  have  not 
succeeded  yet;  and  we  have  been  at  war  but  two  or  three  years,  and  have  now 
afloat  some  of  the  most  efBcient  iron-clads  in  the  world. 

I  am  confident  that  I  never  should  take  another  government  contract  with 
such  a  field  of  plans  as  I  have  had  the  last  eighteen  months.  The  following  is 
an  extract  fi-om  one  of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  letters  received  from  Mr. 
Stimers  :  "Ton  wilt  readily  understand,  therefoi-e,  why  I  would  prefer  you  te 
follow  strictly  the  plans  sent.  Being  myself  an  engineer,  X  don't  require  the  opin- 
ion of  a  board  to  enable  me  to  decide  upon  the  excellence  of  the  plans  of  some- 
thing of  which  I  have  had  a  special  experience." 

N.  McKAY, 


Eben  Hoyt  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Wade : 

Question,  What  is  your  position  in  the  navy  1 

Answer.  Chief  en  ^aeer. 

Question.  Where  are  you  located  t 

Answer.  In  East  Boston  and  Chelsea.  I  am  now  inspecting  the  light-draught 
monitors  S(j[uando  and  Nanset,  also  an  iron  double-ender,  iron  propeller  boats, 
turrets,  &c„  for  the  government. 

Question.  Tou  have  inspected  them  from  time  to  time,  of  course,  as  they  Lave 


Answer.  Tes,  sir,  day  hy  day.  I  was  first  ordered  to  this  duty  in  May,  1863, 
as  the  inspector  of  the  Ohimo,  at  South  Boston ;  and  in  September  was  detached 
from  the  Chimo,  and  ordered  to  East  Boston,  to  inspect  the  monitors  Sijuando 
and  Nanset,  also  other  work. 

Question,  Are  these  light-draught  monitors  all  of  the  same  dimensions,  build, 
&c.  ? 

Answer.  They  were  intended  to  be,  and  they  were  all  built  from  the  same 
drawings  and  specifications. 

Question.  Wlien  was  the  Chimo  commenced  1 

Answer.  The  keel  was  laid  about  the  middle  of  May,  1863. 

Question.  What  draught  was  she  intended  to  have? 

Answer,  The  only  evidence  I  have  as  to  that  is  what  appears  in  the  specifi- 
cations. The  specifications  state  that  the  loaded  draught  of  water  was  to  be  six 
feet  six  inches. 

Question,  Was  she  to  be  a  turretcd  vessel  1 

Answer.  With  a  single  turret,  moimting  two  guns — one  150-pounder  Parrott 
rifle,  and  one  11-inch  gun. 
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Question.  The  drawings  and  specifications  were  made  by  whom  1 

Answer.  The  drawings  and  specifications  were  isaued  from  Mr.  StimcrB's 
office.  I  have  heen  present  at  his  office  on  Beyera!  occasions,  and  have  seen  him 
(Mr.  Stimers)  snpervising  the  detiul  drawinga,  but  I  have  no  knowledge  from 
whence  the  general  drawing  originally  came.  The  practice  of  the  office  waa,  to 
send  the  drawings  to  the  govensment  inspecting  engineers,  to  he  by  them  fur- 
nished to  the  contifictoi-s.  All  the  drawinga,  specificatiiras,  and  direetioas  that 
I  received  came  from  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  and,  at  the  latter  part  of  the  work, 
^¥ere  approved  by  Admiral  Gregory. 

Queation.  Are  yon  acquainted  with  Mr.  Stimers  as  an  engineer  I 

AJiawer.  I  have  been  acquainted  with  him  very  nearly  eight  yeara. 

Question.  Was  he  ever  a  ship-bnilder  and  draughtsman ! 

Answer.  Mr.  Stimers  is  a  practical  engineer  and  di-aughtsmau,  and  haa  been 
for  many  yeara  interested  in  matt-ers  connected  with  iron  and  wooden  ahip-build- 
iiig.  I  have  had  quite  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Stimers  professionally. 
I  made  my  first  cruise  in  the  frigate  Merrimac,  ia  1857,  on  the  Pacific  station, 
and  Mr.  Stimers  was  chief  engineer  of  the  vessel. 

Question.  He  has  been  more  an  en^neer  than  a  builder  of  ships,  has  he  not? 

Answer.  Well,  the  term  "  mechanical  engineer"  includes  designer  and  builder. 
For  instance,  our  present  duty,  in  connexion  with  these  iron-clads,  is  to  super- 
intend and  inspect  all  the  machinery  and  workmanship  that  enter  into  the  con- 
struction of  the  hull,  the  armature,  the  turret,  and  every  part  of  the  vessel ;  and 
the  same,  also,  with  the  iron  double- en ders.  There  is  a  difference  between  an 
engineer  and  an  engine-driver.  To  be  a  driver  involves  simply  a  very  element- 
ary knowledge  of  steam,  and  the  manipulation  of  certain  machinery ;  but  to  be 
a  mechanical  engineer  involves,  of  coarse,  a  knowledge  of  the  details  of  pnbUea- 
tion  and  construction,  and  of  all  matters  appertaining  to  the  profession. 

Question.  It  amounts  to  thia,  then,  that  you  consider  Mr.  Stimers  a  mechan- 
ical engineer  1 

Answer.  I  consider  Mr.  Stimers  a  thorough  mechanical  engineer, 

Queation.  Did  Mr.  Stimers,  in  the  consti'uction  of  these  vesseia,  change  the 
original  design  at  any  time  1 

Answer.  I  have  no  evidence  that  the  original  specifications  and  drawings  were 
of  Mi-.  Stimors's  design.  Mr.  Stimers,  as  general  inspector,  didmake  quite  a  num- 
berof  changes  in  the  vesssls.  For  instance,  in  the  first  drawing  received  by  Mr. 
Adama  ( builder  of  the  Ohimo)  there  werenocroas-fioors  to  stiffen  the  bottom  of  the 
hull,  and  it  waa  evident  that  without  these  cross-floors  there  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient strength.  We  will  say  that  the  draught  of  water  is  seven  feet.  Thei-e 
would  be,  then,  an  npward  pressui-e  of  three  pounds  per  inch  upon  evei-y  square 
inch,  which  would  tend  to  break  the  vessel  up.  That  pressure  is  now  resisted 
by  stanchions  and  cross-floors.  On  the  firet  drawing  there  were  no  cross-floors 
shown.  Aftervi'ards,  another  general  drawing  came,  showing  ci-oss-floors  and 
transverse  bars  of  reverse  iron  onder  the  boilera ;  also  a  heavy  base  ring,  fitted 
to  baae  of  turret ;  two  inches  of  armor  plating  were  added  to  the  pilot-house,  and 
two  inches  to  the  smoke-pipe.  These  last  changes  were  shown  to  be  necessary 
by  the  experience  gained  at  Charleston. 

Question.  Were  theae  changes  made  before  the  craft  was  launched? 

Answer.  Tee,  sir;  long  before.  There  was  a  time,  in  the  construction  of  the 
Chimo,  when  the  drawings  did  not  keep  pace  with  the  work,  bat  I  cannot  re- 
member any  time  when  the  drawings  were  not  in  advance  of  the  work  on  the 
Sanset  and  the  Squando.  I  wish  to  call  particular  attention  to  thk  statement, 
because  the  assertion  was  made  here,  a  moment  ago,  that  such  was  not  the  case, 
but  that  parties  were  delayed  on  account  of  not  receiving  the  drawings.  So 
far  as  my  experience  is  concerned,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  drawings,  with  the 
exception  I  have  named,  have  heen  in  advance  of  the  work.     We  must  not,  how- 
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ever,  confound  the  alterations  from  the  origiaal  plans  with  tlie  alterations  in 
raising  the  boats. 

Question,  When  this  craft  was  launched,  and  her  turret  put  on,  and  her  coal 
and  munitions  of  war  put  on  boai'd,  did  she  sink  lower  in  the  water  than  she 
was  expected  to  1 

Answer.  I  wae  not  present  when  all  the  coal,  munitions  and  appurtenances 
were  placed  on  board,  but  I  will  make  this  statement:  that  with  water  in  the 
boflers,  and  some  coal  on  board,  {the  exact  quantity  I  cannot  now  state,)  the 
vessel  did  draw  more  water  than  the  draught  proposed  by  the  specifications. 

Question.  How  much  moret 

Answer.  At  the  time  I  allude  to  the  Chimo  was  drawing,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  six,  or,  at  most,  seven  inches  more  water  than  the  diuught  specified. 
The  draught  of  water  specified  is  six  feet  six  inches.  She  then  drew  a  little 
over  seven  feet — seven  feet  and  one  inch. 

Question.  Is  it  difficult  for  a  draughtsman  to  ascertain  beforehand  how  deep 
his  vessel  will  be  in  the  water,  if  he  knows  the  weight  she  will  carry  ? 

Answer.  It  is  mathematically  and  practically  impossible.  Statements  are 
made  and  presented  to  the  public  tliat  certain  iron-elaa  vessels  have  approached 
to  within  one-fourth  of  an  inch  of  their  intended  draught.  Take,  for  instance, 
the  Dicfatoi-  for  an  illustration.  Now,  as  1  understand  the  displacement  per 
inch  of  that  vessel,  one-fourth  of  an  inch  of  the  iuteaded  draught  would  be  per- 
haps nine  tons  in  a  fabric  weighing  some  thousands  of  tons,  I  will  give  yon 
"  one  illustration  to  show  how  material  varies.  The  tops  of  these  light-draught 
monitor  cross-floors  are  fitted  with  angle  iron,  toppings  2^  inches  by  ^  iron. 
Messrs.  Moi'ris  &  Tasker,  of  Philadelphia,  a  firm  that  manufactures  lai^e 
quantities  of  this  angle  iron,  have  tables  showing  the  various  forms,  and  usually 
tne  weights  per  lineal  foot  of  each  sized  bar.  The  weight  of  this  iron  is  given 
as  five  pounds  per  lineal  foot;  tlie  actual  weight  was  six  pounds  and  five  one- 
hnndredths  per  lineal  foot.  It  would  be  utterly  impossible,  therefore,  in  bnild- 
ing  an  iron  structure,  to  do  more  than  approximate  to  the  weight  of  that  struc- 
ture. To  ascertain  the  draught  of  water  it  is  necessary  to  ascertain  the  exact 
form  of  the  hull  and  the  weight  of  the  vessel,  and  what  she  is  to  take  on  board. 
Bat  in  practice  we  deal  with  uneven  plates  and  angle  iron;  also  with  woods  of 
various  density. 

Question.  I  know,  b«t  I  put  the  question  hypothetically.  If  you  know  the 
shape  of  the  vessel  and  the  weight  of  the  cargo,  or  whatever  is  to  be  on  board, 
are  there  not  rules  to  ascertain  how  much  she  will  draw? 

Answer.  The  difficulty  ia  not  in  the  mathematical  calculation,  but  in  the 
fact  that  tbo  weight  of  the  material  will  vary.  You  may  assume,  for  instance, 
that  a  plate  of  iron  one  foot  square  and  one  inch  in  thickness  weighs  forty  pounds. 
A  plate  exactly  one  foot  square  and  one  inch  in  thickness  will  weigh  forty  pounds ; 
that  is,  that  wonld  be  the  average  weight  in  a  number  of  plates;  but  there  will 
be  a  variation  in  the  thickness  and  density  of  all  plates  used  in  practice.  Mr. 
Stimers  insisted  that  all  of  the  light-draught  monitor  armor  plates  be  fully  one 
inch  in  thickness,  and  many  of  the  plates  weighed  forty-three  pounds  per  square 
foot,  and  were  but  slightly  over  the  required  thickness. 

Question.  How  near  can  you  approximate,  practically,  to  it  ? 

Answer.  I  have  had  experience  inspecting  ten  iron  vessels,  and  from  my  ob- 
servation I  should  judge  that  it  would  be  proper  to  add  fall  ten  per  cent,  in 
weight  over  the  calculations  to  the  iron  stractnie.  You  have,  for  icstanoe, 
plates  that  are  intended  to  be  one  quarter  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  but  the  rolls 
in  rolling  the  iron  will  spring,  and  you  will  find  the  plate  thicker  in  the  centre. 

Question.  Of  course,  then,  if  you  were  constructing  a  craft  that  was  to  draw 
only  six  and  a  half  feet  of  water,  you  would  make  that  allowance  to  start  upon  ? 

Answer.  I  should  say,  decidedly,  that  an  allowance  of  that  kind  should  be 
made.     The  iron  wo  get  now  is  somewhat  different  from  the  material  furnished 
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before  the  war.  The  inilla  have  heen  hard  presEed,  and  they  are  not  careful  to 
give  exact  thicknesBes  called  for.  For  instance,  we  get  angle-iron  that  comes 
from  certain  rollers  that  have  toi'ned  out  thousands  of  tons.  In  rolling  the  an- 
gle iron  through  these  rollers  it  enlarges  the  spaces  which  form  the  outline  of 
the  angle-iron;  consequently  we  have  increased  weight  per  lineal  foot.  This 
evil  would  be  corrected  by  requiring  certain  weights  per  foot  or  per  plate. 

Question.  Why  was  the  turret  taken  off  the  Chimo,  when  it  was  originally 
designed  that  it  should  have  a  turret? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir.  If  the  intention  was  to  lighten  the  vessel,  my 
opinion  is  that  other  things  could  have  been  takea  from  the  vessel  that  would 
have  secured  sufficient  lightoess  for  all  practical  purposes — without  taking  the 
turret  off — say  for  harbor  defence. 

Question.  Don't  you  know  that  it  was  because,  after  the  vessel  was  launched, 
it  was  found  that  she  could  not  carry  her  turret  efficiently? 

Answer,  It  is  very  evident,  sir,  that  the  boat  had  a  greater  draught  of  water 
than  was  intended.  It  is  now  a  question  only  of  engineering  and  opiuioD  as  to 
what  should  have  been  removed  from  that  vessel  to  have  lightened  her.  You 
will  see,  by  looking  at  the  plan,  that  there  are  a  great  many  heavy  weights  be- 
sides the  turret,  and  a  great  many  email  pieces,  the  aggregate  of  which  would 
make  quite  a  number  of  tons. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that,  as  originally  constructed,  she  would  have 
answered  the  purpose  for  which  she  was  designed  ? 

Answer.  If  that  purpose  was  harbor  defence,  I  believe  the  Ohimo  would  have 
been  an  efficient  vessel. 

Quest'  n  Wh  t  lo  yi  me  by  that?— to  lie  still  in  the  harborand  use  her 
turret? 

An  w       H  I  m     th  t  the  Ohimo  had  a  speed  of  five  knots  an 

hour,  h  h  I  1  m  ufc  t  p  d  for  harbor  purposes;  and  also  the  fact, 
(and  th       11  h     h        m  d    by  reliable  parties,)  knowing  the  then  con- 

dition   fth  I  th  t  t         Id  h       required  270  tons  weight  to  have  brought 

the  c    w      f  h     d    k  1      1  w  th  th    water. 

Question.  Then  you  thmk  the  commissioners  who  directed  the  raising  up  of 
the  sides  of  these  vessels  were  mistaken? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  say  that  is  the  case. 

Question.  Suppose  they  were  designed  to  sail  up  rivers  and  into  shoal  water, 
and  defend  themselves  against  an  enemy,  were  they  efficient  for  that  purpose? 

Answer.  Mo,  sir,  they  were  not.  They  could  not  successfully  contend  with 
a  very  strong  current. 

Question.  What  was  the  difficulty? 

Answer.  The  difficulty  was  excessive  draught  of  water  and  too  little  speed. 

Question,  So  far  as  these  two  elements  are  concemed,  they  will  not  be 
changed  for  the  better  by  raising  the  sides,  will  they? 

Answer,  It  will  not  lighten  the  draught  of  water,  nor  increase  the  speed. 
They  were  called  "  light-draught  iron-clad  monitors,"  with  a  draught  of  6  feet  G 
inches.  It  is  very  evident  now  that  they  are  no  longer  light- draught  monitors — 
at  least  comparatively. 

Question.  You  say  that,  as  originally  constructed,  they  drew  too  raucb  water, 
and  had  not  speed  enough  to  be  useful  on  rivers;  now  the  government  propose 
to  raise  them  up  on  the  sides  S2  inches:  will  that  decrease  the  draught  or_in- 
crease  the  speed? 

Answer,  It  certainly  will  not  decrease  the  draught ;  and  that  addition  alone, 
provided  no  other  alterations  were  made,  certamly  would  not  increase  the  speed. 

Question,  Then  they  will  be  no  better  in  their  altered  condition  for  the  pur- 
pose originally  designed  than  they  were  before  they  wei'e  altered? 

Answer.  If  you  please,  I  will  make  an  explanation.  There  is  one  other 
alteration  that  has  been  made — the  raising  of  the  stern  overhang. /-"Theow-, 
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hang  of  the  Chimo  wafi  much  snbmerged,  and  perhaps  fully  one-tliird  of  the 
effective  propelling  power  was  destroyed  by  that  oveihang.  In  raising  the  aides 
of  these  other  vessels  the  overhang  has  also  been  raised  22  inches;  also  its 
shape  has  been  altered;  and  if  these  boats  make  more  speed  than  the  Chimo 
did,  it  will  be  entirely  dne  to  the  fact  that  the  overhang  and  the  propellers  have 
been  altered  and  improved.  The  pitch  of  the  old  propeller  was  twelve  feet; 
these  are  nine  feet.  The  overhang,  also,  baa  been  so  altered  that  the  water  is 
projected  directly  aft  by  the  propellers,  and  they  will  be  far  more  effective  than 
before.  If  there  is  an  increase  of  speed,  therefore,  it  will  be  due  to  this  altera- 
tion. 

Question.  Do  yon  think  there  wUl  he  an  iacrease  of  speed  fiom  the  same 
propelling  power? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not,  as  the  hull  will  oifei-  more  resistance. 
Question.  What  is  the  use  of  that  overhang^ 

Answer.  The  overhang  is  placed  there  to  protect  the  rudder  and  propellers. 
My  opinion,  as  an  engineer,  is  that  one-third  of  that  overhang  would  accomplish 
all  that  it  is  necessaiy  to  accomplish,  and  famish  sufficient  protection.  If  the 
rudder  was  entirely  nnprotected  escept  the  post,  a  shot  striking  the  thin  plates 
would  hardly  produce  greater  damage  than  to  make  a  hole  through  th«  rndder, 
which  would  not  materially  affect  the  strength  or  usefulness  of  the  same.  I 
have  seen  side-wheel  fiteamers  nsed.in  fi-ont  of  Vicksburg  with  many  of  their 
paddle-boards  knocked  out  bv  shot,  and  the  only  apparent  effect  was  that  the 
ecgiue  moved  a  little  fest«r,  bnt  the  boats  were  not  much  disabled. 

Question.  Then,  if  I  understand  you  now,-  you  say  that  if  the  original  puj'pose 
of  these  light-draught  monitors  was  to  ascend  rivers  and  to  navigate  shoal  waters, 
that  design  has  not  been  accompBshed,  either  by  the  vessels  as  originally  con- 
atmcbed  or  by  their  alteration. 

Answer.  No,  sir,  certainly  not.  .  There  is  one  other  point  to  be  considered. 
The  Obimo  was  floating  in  salt  water.  If  she  had  been  used  as  a  rivei  boat,  and 
on  the  Mississippi,  or  any  of  our  fresh-water  rivers,  it  is  very  evident  the  draught 
of  water  would  have  been  increased.  Then  there  is  another  fact.  These  ves- 
sels in  eonstruetion  amount  to  this  ;  an  iron  scow,  containing  machinery,  boilers, 
coal,  &c.,  supported  by  a  pine  raft.  It  receives  support  from  that  raft  as  long 
as  the  laft  has  buoyancy.  Assiiming  the  weight  of  pine  to  be  47  pounds  per 
foot,  and  the  weight  of  salt  water  64  pounds  per  foot,  there  will  be  that  relative 
proportion  of  buoyancy.  Bnt  it  will  he  impossible  to  prevent  the  water  from 
percolating  through  this  raft,  and  idtimately  it  will  become  saturated,  and  in 
that  case  tlie  buoyancy  is  decreased,  and  the  draught  of  water  increased.  It  is 
increased  in  proportion  as  you  add  pounds  of  water  to  each  cubic  foot  of  pine. 
Question.  vVMt  is  the  thickness  of  the  armor  of  the  Ohimo  ? 
Answer.  Three  inches. 

Question.  Her  turret  was  to  be  more  than  that,  was  it  not? 
Answer.  The  tni'ret  is  eight  inches  in  thickness. 

Question.  Is  armor  thi-ee  inches  thick  sufficient  to  resist  rifled  ordnance  1 — say 
a  Parrott  32-pounder? 

Answer,  Thi-ee  inches  of  armor,  arranged  as  it  is  on  that  vessel,  with  that 
large  amount  of  oak  armor  backing,  is  sufficient  to  resist  shell  from  either  rifled 
or  smooth-bore  ordnance,  but  entirely  inadequate  to  resist  solid  shot.  Of  eourae  ■ 
I  am  speaking  of  the  heaviest  description  of  ordnance. 

Question,  What  thickness  of  armor  is  used  on  a  large  monitor,  like  the  Die- 
Answer,  I  understand  the  armor  of  the  Dictator  to  be  ten  inches  in  thickness, 
and  the  turret  fifteen  inches. 

Question,  Ton  don't  suppose  that  the  light  armor  of  these  vessels  was  de- 
signed to  encounter  fortifications  on  laud? 
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Answer.  T  presume  ttey  were  intended  to  encounter  iHe  enemy  wlierevor 
found.  If  they  v.'ere  intended  for  picket-boats,  to  accompany  anny  operations, 
and  contend  with  sharpshooters  and  field  artillery,  the  armor  is  amply  sufficient, 
and  the  thickness  of  the  turret  is  amply  sufficient;  but  of  course  it  must  be 
evident  to  yon  that  such  a  vessel  would  be  very  unfit  to  encounter  another 
monitor  like  the  Dictator  or  the  Monadnock. 

Question.  Tou  say  she  would  be  sufficient  for  harbor  defence.  Would  she 
be  sufficient  to  resist  the  armaments  she  would  be  jikely  to  encounter? 

Answer.  I  speak  of  harbor  defence  as  opposed  to  the  aggressive  powera  of  a 
foreign  foe.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  vessel  bnilt  by  the  British  or  French  go- 
vomment,  that  carries  armor  sufficient  to  resist  our  projectiles,  that  would  be 
able  to  enter  our  harbor.  Their  heavy  vesselshave  a  draught  of  from  27  to  34 
feet.  "We  assume  that  these  monitors  will  have  a  draught  of  seven  or  eight  feet, 
and  such  vessels  would  be  very  efficient  to  defend  Boston,  Newburyport,  Glou- 
cester, and  others  of  our  coast  towns. 

Question.  Suppose  the  enemy  should  encounter  her  with  craft  like  the  Mo- 
nadnock  or  Dictator,  or  any  of  that  class  of  vessels  1 

Answer.  The  Monadnoek  or  Dictator,  or  any  of  that  class,  would  speedily 
overpower  a  vessel  of  this  class.  They  have  greater  powers  of  ofi'ence  and 
greater  powers  of  resistance. 

Question.  Then  she  would  not  he  first  rate  for  harbor  defence  ? 

Answer.  I  say  these  vessels  would  be  well  adapted  for  harbor  defence  against 
a  foreign  foe,  with  the  means  that  European  powers  have  to  assail  us.  For  in- 
stance, the  Alabama,  the  Georgia,  and  other  confederate  vessels  have  been  in 
the  vicinity  of  o«r  coast,  and  we  have  anticipated  raids  from  them.  Now,  it  is 
very  evident  that  a  light-draught  monitor  would  be  very  ample  pi'otection  for  al- 
most all  our  harbors  against  that  class  of  vessels;  and  their  value  will  be  evi- 
dent, when  we  consider  the  fact  that  many  of  our  harbors  and  some  valuable 
seaports  are  without  any  means  of  defence,  not  even  land  fortifications. 

Question.  You  would  not  recommend  the  building  of  such  vessels  for  harbor 
defence? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  With  the  experience  we  have  had  with  that  class  of  vessels 
I  should  not  deem  it  advisable  to  build  any  more  like  them  for  any  purpose 
whatsoever. 

Question.  Another  question  is,  are  they  well  adapted  for  torpedo  boats  ? 

Answer.  They  are  very  poorly  adapted  to  be  used  as  torpedo  boats  against 
ships  or  steamers.  They  may  be  valuable  boats  to  be  used  in  blowing  out  ob- 
structions, or  any  puiyose  of  that  kind,  where  speed  is  not  an  important  consid- 
eration. A  torpedo  boat  to  encounter  aa  enemy  at  sea,  or  to  encounter  a  float- 
ing structure,  like  a  steamer,  must  have  speed.  If  its  speed  is  not  superior  to 
that  of  the  enemy,  it  is  very  eeitain  that  the  torpedo  will  fail  to  do  damage. 

Question.  How  much  would  it  cost  to  build  an  efficient  torpedo  boat? 

Answer.  Well,  it  would  depend  entirelynpon  the  purpose  for  which  it  has  to 
be  used. 

Question.  Such  as  we  do  build  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  tbey  have  cost. 

Question.  Would  it  he  over  $100,000,  in  your  judgment? 

Answer.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a  torpedo  boat  could  be  built  that  would  be 
a  valuable  torpedo  boat,  after  the  design  of  Chief  Engineer  Wood,  which  we 
believe  to  be  the  best,  for  $100,000.     I  of  course  refer  to  a  small  craft. 

By  Mr.  Gooch ; 

Question,  You  suggested  that  this  boat  might  have  been  lightened,  so  as  to 
have  answered  the  purpose  for  which  she  was  already  designed,  without  taking 
oiF  the  turret  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  decidedly  my  opinion. 
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Question.  Will  you  inform  us  how  you  would  have  lightened  her,  and  still 
have  left  the  tuiTet  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  should  have  removed  one  boiler,  the  water  eompart- 
menta  pipes,  and  all  the  attendant  valves  and  appurtenances  for  same;  I  should 
have  moved  the  vaoiium  eneine  and  its  condenser,  substituting  a  simple  pump, 
and  jet  condenser ;  I  should  have  docked  the  vessel,  and  removed  two-thirds 
of  the  overhang,  leaving  simply  a  sufficient  amount  to  protect  the  propellers 
And  ndler  post;  also  reduced  thickness  of  armature  at  stem;  removed  An- 
drew 6  pumps,  engines  and  pipes,  and  made  mauy  othei-  minor  changes.  I  don't 
s  y  that  that  would  have  made  the  Chimo  a  thoroughly  efficient  boat,  but  I  be- 
lieve that,  for  the  purposes  of  harbor  defence,  and  in  smooth  water,  she  would 
Lave  been  a  better  boat  than  she  is  now. 

Question.  And  do  you  think  you  could  in  that  way  have  lightened  her  so 
that  she  would  not  have  drawn  more  than  six  and  a  half  feet  ? 

Answer.  Wo,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  would  have  been  her  draught  of  water  after  you  had 
lightened  her  all  you  could  1 

Answer.  Well,  her  draughtwouldhavebeen,  we  will  say,  six  feet  eleven  inches. 
It  would  not  have  made  a  difference  of  more  than  a  few  inches  ;  still  it  would 
have  been  an  improvement.  Then  there  would  have  been  the  difficulty  which 
I  have  mentioned,  and  which  all  these  boats  wiJl  have  tocontend  with,  and  that 
is,  that  they  are  now  in  salt  water,  and  will  have  to  pass  into  fresh  water  to  be 
available  on  many  of  our  rivers.  Then  there  is  this  other  fact,  which  is  a  very 
important  fact,  but  one  that  has  not  been  discussed,  that  this  pine  raft  will  very 
soon  become  saturated ;  constantly  increasing  the  draught  of  water. 

Question,  Assiiming  that  these  boats  draw  seven  feet  ia  salt  water,  how  much 
more  will  they  draw  in  fresh  water  t 

Aaswer.  It  is  a  matter  of  calculation.  I  will  approximate  it  by  saying  that 
it  will  make  a  diffei-ence  of  one  inch  and  a  half. 

Question.  And  how  much  will  the  draught  he  increased  when  the  pine  raft  be- 
comes thoroughly  saturated  with  water,  as  it  will  t 

Answer.  Well,  I  should  say  five  inches  and  a  half.  The  timbers  of  these 
vessels  are  not  "  fayed,  "  as  we  say,  close  together ;  it  would  be  impracticable 
to  do  that ;  consequently  the  water  circulates  around  and  among  the  timbers  ; 
but,  as  I  said  before,  in  time  the  water  will  saturate  them.  I  should  judge  that 
if  one  of  these  vessels,  that  is  now  being  altered  by  raising  the  sides  twenty- 
two  inches,  was  placed  in  fresh  water,  and.  considering  that  the  pine  raft  be- 
comes nearly  saturated,  the  draught  of  water  would  he  increased  at  least  seven 
inches. 

Question.  Then  would  the  Chimo  have  Soated,  in  that  condition  of  things,  in 
fresh  water  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Would  she  have  floated  and  could  people  have  lived  on  board  of 
her  ia  fresh  water  t 

Answer.  I  think  so.  The  total  depth  from  the  crown  of  the  deck  to  the 
bottom  of  the  keel  in  the  Chimo  was  nine  feet  and  one  inch  ;  consequently  we 
may  add  weight  by  saturating  the  pine  raft,  and  virtually  add  weight  by  pass- 
ing from  salt  water  to  fresh  wat«r,  until  we  approach  a  draught  of  nine  feet  and 
one  inch,  and  you  see  the  vessel  is  still  floating.  I  suppose  that  with  a  draught 
of  eight  feet  and  ten  inches  the  vessel  would  sink  ;  the  water  would  pass  into 
ci'cvices  and  places  not  water-tight.  You  see  that  if  the  calculation  that  has 
been  made  is  correct,  with  the  Chime's  deepest  draught,  she  was  sliD  272  tons 
above  water. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  commission  appointed  to  decide  what 
alterations  should  be  made  in  these  vessels,  considered  the  suggestions  you  have 
made  in  regard  to  retaining  the  turret  t 
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Answer.  I  Lave  never  Lad  any  conversation  witL  tLe  parties,  but  presume 
tLey  did.     It  was  a  matter  that  was  considered  by  Mr.  Stimers. 

Question,  You  say  it  was  a  matter  considered  Ly  Mr,  Stimers.  Did  Le  pro- 
pose to  make  these  alterations  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  am  not  aware  that  Le  did.  Mr.  Stimers  was  aware  of  one 
fact,  that  the  material  was  weighing  more  than  was  anticipated  in  his  ealenla- 
tions,  and  he  was  also  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  pine  and  oak  being  used  were 
hot  seasoned.  Now,  pi-operly  seasoned  oak  will  weigh  53  pounds  per  cubic 
foot ;  but  the  oak  that  was  used  on  these  vessels  in  some  cases  weighed  64 
pounds  per  cnbic  foot. 

Question.  Why  were  these  builders  permitted  to  use  oak  not  se^oned  ? 

Answer.  There  was  no  other  suitable  timber  in  the  country.  These  contracts 
called  for  an  immense  amount  of  timber.  Some  of  these  deck  timbera  were  45 
and  50  feet  in  length  before  being  moulded  and  sided.  I  do  not  believe  it  would 
be  possible  to  procure  an  eqnal  amount  of  oak  timber  like  that  used  in  these 
twenty  monitors  in  any  reasonable  time,  I  think,  in  that  respect,  the  country 
was  almost  exhausted. 

Question.  Tou  say  tLat  Mr.  Stimers  was  aware  that  the  material  was  heavier 
than  had  been  estimated  1 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  he  was  aware  of  the  fact,  because  an  order  was  isaned  from 
his  office  that  tliis  oak  timber  should  be  kiln-diied  ;  but  he  was  informed  by  the 
contractors  that  it  was  utterly  impossible.  I  don't  say  that  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  arrange  some  apparatus  to  have  done  that,  but  it  seemed  to  he,  at 
the  time,  practically  impossible. 

Question.  When  Mi'.  Stimers  became  aware  that  the  weight  of  the  material 
was  greater  than  Lad  been  estimated,  in  vessels  where  it  was  so  necessary  as  in 
these,  that  tLe  exact  displacement  sLould  be  known,  was  it  not  Lis  duty  at  once 
to  make  the  calculation  as  to  the  effect  of  that  increased  weight  1 

Answer.  It  would  eei'tainly  appear  so,  sh'. 

Question.  You  have  stated  that  the  weight  of  the  material  would  exceed  the 
estimate  some  ten  per  cent.? 

Answer.  Yes,  air.  For  instance,  in  the  specification  (for  the  light-draught 
monitors)  we  are  told  that  the  total  displacement  of  a  draught  of  six  feet  and  six 
inches  is  1,175  tons.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  the  displacement  per  incL  is 
given  in  the  specification  at  17,^  tons.  Now,  this  displacement  of  1,175  tons 
includes  the  weight  of  coal,  men,  and  provisions,  and  ^,  at  this  draught  of  six 
feet  six  inches,  and  at  least  120  tons  should  have  been  added  to  the  1,175  tons 
estimated  displacement — this  120  tons  would  add  about  seven  inches  to  the 
calculated  draught  of  water. 

Qnestiou.  The  fact  bemg  known  that  the  material  was  ten  per  cent,  heavier 
than  was  estimated,  would  not  a  calculation  at  once  have  shown  that  the  displace- 
ment would  be  so  much  greater  as  to  sink  these  vessels  so  low  as  to  impair 
thdr  efSciency,  if  not  to  destroy  it  altogether  i 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  think  not.  When  1  made  the  statement  tLat  Mr.  Stimers 
was  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  material  weighed  more  than  had  been  calculated, 
I  estimated  the  difference,  from  personal  expenence,  at  ten  per  cent.  I  don't 
know  what  his  opinion  was  with  regard  to  this  increase.  He  may  not  have 
considered  the  increase  to  be  nearly  so  large  as  that. 

Question.  Knowing  that  it  was  in  excess  of  the  estimate,  was  it  not  his  duty, 
where  it  was  so  indispensable  that  the  exact  displacement  should  be  known,  in 
order  to  determine  how  much  these  vessels  would  be  out  of  water,  at  once  to 
have  made  a  calculation  to  determine  accurately  what  the  excess  of  weight  was, 
and  the  effect  of  it  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  his  duty  to  have  taken  that  matter  into  considera- 
tion, and  to  have  ascertained  what  the  draught  of  water  would  he,  considering 
that  excess. 
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Question.  That  would  be  particularly  the  case  where  twenty  vessels  were 
being  built  accnrding  to  the  same  plans  and  specifications,  would  it  not  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Wade  : 

Question.  When  did  you  become  aware  that  tiiese  vessels  would  sink  lower 
in  tihe  water  than  wne  contemplated  by  the  original  design  ? 

Answer.  Well,  it  was  always  my  opiaion  that  they  would  do  that,  but  the 
practical  evidence  of  the  fact  was  after  the  launch  of  the  Chimo. 

Question.  When  was  the  department  informed  that  these  vessels  could  not 
be  built  according  to  the  origintJ.  design,  to  draw  six  feet  and  a  half  of  water  1 

Answer.  I  don't  know  that  the  department  ever  received  any  such  informa- 
tion, I  presume  that  t]ie  department  were  immediately  informed  of  the  draught 
of  the  Ciiimo,  a^er  launching,  and  also  from  time  to  time  as  those  additional 
weights  were  placed  on  board.  At  least,  Mr.  Stimera  was  in  Boston  and  per- 
sonally supervised  the  completion  of  that  work,  and  I  think  Admiral  Gregory 
was  present  when  she  was  about  completed  and  ready  for  trial. 

By  Mr.  Gooch : 

Question.  As  eoou  as  you  began  to  put  in  the  timbers  you  knew  that  tlie 
weight  of  the  material  was  greater  than  tlie  estimate  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir.  I  would  also  say  that  these  vessels  are  very  strong. 
They  have  great  longitudinal  strength.  They  have  also  great  transverse 
strength.  The  floors  are  not,  perhaps,  quite  as  strong  as  might  be  desired,  but 
excepting  the  overhang,  so  far  as  atrengtli  is  concerned,  they  will  be  abundantly 
capable  of  steaming  about  in  our  bays,  harbors,  and  rivers,  and  perhaps  at  sea. 

Question.  Have  you  made  aay  estimates,  ao  that  yon  can  tell  ua  what  will 
he  the  expense  of  the  alteiations  that  were  made  on  these  vessels,  under  the 
original  contracts? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  In  all  cases  where  any  additions  were  proposed,  Mr. 
Stimers  sent  the  contiactois  a  letter  informing  them  that  these  alterations  were 
proposed  to  he  made,  and  usiialiy  sending  drawings,  and.  asking  the  contractors 
to  estimate  the  probable  cost  of  these  additions.  In  some  cases  the  contractors 
and  Mr.  Stimers  did  not  agree  as  to  cost,  some  of  the  contractors  insisting  that 
the  drawings  that  were  sent  represented  parts  that  were  not  iaelnded  in  the 
original  contract.  Bat  I  think  the  contracts  and  specifications  amply  covered 
them.  The  boats  were  to  be  fitted  complete  with  all  their  appurtenances ; 
and  it  would  be  impossible  in  a  general  drawing,  or  iu  any  specifications,  to 
describe  all  the  parts.  For  that  re^on,  in  all  the  government  cootracta  there 
is  a  provision  that  whatever  omissions  may  have  been  made  in  the  specifica- 
tions or  drawings  shall  not  relieve  the  contractor  from  his  responsibility  to  fit 
them  complete  for  sea. 

ByMr.  Odell:    . 

Question.  Do  yon  consider  the  engine  a  success  ? 

Answer.  I  consider  theeagine  a  decided  success.  It  is  well  arranged,  strong, 
simple,  and  compact,  and  I  think  will  be  perfectly  reliable;  in  fact  it  is  so  very 
simple  that  there  are  but  few  parts  liable  to  get  out  of  order. 

Question.  Is  it  ia  harmony  with  the  vessel — with  her  size,  proportions,  &c.  1 

Answer.  I  consider  the  engine  entirely  in  relation  to  the  amount  of  steam 
the  boilers  can  furnish.  I  think  the  engine  will  work  ofi'  all  the  steam  that  the 
boilers  will  make.  If  that  is  the  case,  then  the  boilers  and  the  engine  are  in 
harmony.  But,  of  course,  to  obtain  greater  speed  it  would  have  been  necessary 
to  have  had  more  heating  and  grate  surface,  and  a  proportionate  area  of  piston. 

Question.  I  will  put  the  question  iu  this  form :  Is  the  failure  in  speed  to  he 
attributed  to  a  defect  in  the  hull,  or  in  the  propelling  j 
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Answer.  I  think  it  is  to  he  attributed  entirely  to  a  defect  in  the  hul! — to  that 
overhang  to  which  I  have  referred.  There  waa  au  immense  maea  of  oak  in  the 
Ohimo  that  was  submerged,  and  in  addition  to  the  legitimate  resistance  which 
tJie  hull  meets  with,  that  had  to  be  towed  astern.  And,  aside  from  that,  it  ob- 
structed the  full  and  free  action  of  the  propellerB.  The  alterations  remove  that 
difficulty  VGi-y  thoroughly.     There  is  a  very  groat  improvement  m  that  respect. 


Donald  McKay  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Gooch: 
QueelJon.  Where  do  you  reside,  Mr.  McKay  ? 
Answer.  I  reside  in  Boston. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  ship-building  ? 
Answer.  It  is  somewhat  over  thirty  years. 
Question.  Have  you  built  any  vessels  for  the  government  ?  and  if  so,  state 

Answer.  The  iron-clad  monitor  Nanset  is  the  first  vessel  I  have  built  for  the 
government.     I  am  now  building  an  iron  double-ender  gunboat. 

Question,  Will  you  give  to  the  committee  all  the  information  you  have  in 
relation  to  the  iron-clad  monitors,  such  as  yow  are  now  building? 

Answer.  My  conti-act  was  made  v?itb  the  Burean  of  Construction  and  Repair, 
acting  in  the  name  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  the  10th  day  of  June, 
1863,  with  instructions  that  the  plans  and  specifications  would  be  furnished 
me  by  Admiral  Gr^ry,  of  New  York.  I  have  no-knowledge  who  planned 
the  model  of  the  same,  or  who  is  responsible  therefor,  fmther  than  the  state- 
ment of  Chief  Engineer  Stimere  to  me,  to  the  effect  that  he  designed  her  in  all 
her  det^ls,  both  of  hull  and  machinery;  and  from  the  commencement  to  the 
time  of  Mr.  Stimers'a  removal  as  general  inspector  of  iron-clads  I  received  alt 
plans  and  iustructions  in  relation  to  her  constraction  directly  from  him.  Hence 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  he  is  responsible. 

It  was  found  on  launching  the  Chimo  and  Gasco  that  they  had  too  much 
weaght  for  their  displacement,  (These  are  of  the  same  class  as  the  Nanset.) 
This  discrepancy  in  weight  may  be  accounted  for,  first,  by  excess  of  weight  of 
the  materi^  used,  both  iron  and  wood,  the  actual  weights  being  much  over 
thofle  made  hj  calculations  based  on  the  rules  laid  down,  and  the  tables  of 
weaghts  as  furnished  hy  the  manufacturers  of  iron.  In  all  my  tests  of  the 
wedght  of  iron  I  have  found  it  to  overrun  the  Etandard.  It  was  intended  to 
nse  seasoned  timber,  but  such  as  was  required  could  not  be  found  in  the  country ; 
hence  it  was  necessary  to  use  unseasoned,  producing  a  heavy  excess  of  weight 
in  this  particular. 

i'urthennore,  experiments  with  the  monitors  at  Charleston  suggested  a  nam- 
bea:  of  improvements  necessary  to  be  made  to  make  them  more  efficient,  necessi- 
tatisg  an  addition'of  considerable  weight  of  material,  which,  in  my  judgment, 
the  boats  would  have  borne,  and  not  materially  exceeded  the  contemplated 
draught  of  water,  hut  for  the  excess  of  material  as  above  stated,  as  by  a  calcu- 
lation which  I  made  I  found  that  after  they  were  equipped  for  sea  it  would 
have  required  400  tons  to  have  entirely  immersed  them. 

When  it  was  discovered  that  more  displacement  was  required  to  make  them 
S6  efficient  as  possible,  it  was  decided  to  raise  the  decks,  and  bwild  up  the  bulls 
twenty-two  inches  of  those  not  too  far  advanced.  This  I  have  doae  with  the 
Nanset,  with  all  possible  despatch.  This  alteration,  I  believe,  will  make  the 
boats  more  efficient  and  comfortable,  and  add  materially  to  tl 
in  my  judgment,  the  money  spent  ia  this  alteration  is  well  spent. 


./Google 


42  LIGHT-DEAUGHT   MONITORS. 

The  matei'isl  and  workmanshp  of  the  Nanaet  and  the  other  boats,  so  far  aa  I 
have  seen  them,  are  of  the  very  beet ;  and  instead  of  the  department's  paying  too 
high  for  them,  I  would  say  that  I  would  not  to-day  contract  to  duplicate  the 
Nanset  for  less  than  $200,000  more  than  the  price  agreed  to  be  paid  for  her. 

A  good  deal  has  been  said  in  opposition  to  this  dass  of  vessels  by  some  of 
the  builders,  ajid  otliers  who  hare  had  no  experience  in  ship -building,  and  know 
nothing  of  its  science,  and,  furthermore,  ave  unfriendly  to  the  government,  and 
say  and  do  what  they  caa  in  opposition  to  the  administration. 

The  committee  should,  I  think,  take  into  consideration  the  prejudice  and 
jealousy  of  various  parties,  who  are  not  disposed  to  look  with  favor  upon  any- 
thing not  designed  by  themselves.  I  consider  this  class  of  boats,  if  properly 
built  accord  g  t  th  s  general  plan  and  epecification,  with  an  increase  of  speed, 
say  eight  knots  tl  e  !  est  yet  designed  for  our  coast  and  harbor  defences. 

Question.  What  alt  rat  ons  have  been  made  from  the  original  plans  and 
specification     as  f  irn  shel  by  Admu'al  Gregory? 

Answer.  From  t  me  to  tune  changes  were  made.  Plans  were  always  sent 
forward  at  the  t  me  the  changes  were  ordered. 

Question.  Gin  you  describe  more  particularly  the  alleratioas  which  have 
been  made  t 

Answer.  TTo  alterations  were  made  in  the  dimensions  of  the  hull.  The 
changes  consisted  in  adding  more  material;  for  instance,  strengthening  the 
pilot-nouse,  adding  a  base  ring  to  the  turret,  and  vacuum  engines,  and  some  other 
things  that  v/eie  deemed  essential  by  the  inspector,  after  the  experience  at 
Charleston  and  other  places  where  the  monitors  were  in  action. 

Question.  You  account  for  the  increased  displacement  above  the  estimate 
ftom  the  fact  that  the  weight  of  the  material  used  in  the  construction  was 
greater  than  had  been  estimated? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  in  the  extra  weight  of  material  added  for  improve- 
ments. 

Question.  Ought  tliey  not  to  have  taken  that  into  account  in  m;iking  their 
original  estimate  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  they  should. 

Question.  Has  not  the  displacement  been  iacreased  considerably  ia  eoase- 
quence  of  the  alterations? 

Answer.  It  has.  More  material  has  been  added  to  the  vessel,  which  would 
requii-e  more  displacement  to  carry  the  weights. 

Question,  Ought  not  the  calculations,  where  so  much  exactness  was  required 
as  in  estimating  the  displacement  of  these  vessels,  to  have  been  made  on  the 
actual  facts,  instead  of  relying  upon  any  rules  t 

Answer.  Ship-builders  generally  rely  upon  the  rules  and  tables  of  weights, 
both  of  iron  and  wood,  as  laid  down,  in  making  their  calculations  for  displace- 
ment. It  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  made  these  calculations  on  actual 
weights,  except  all  the  material  of  bull  and  machineiy  were  first  got  out  ready 
for  use,  and  weighed  before  the  model  was  made  and  displacement  calculated; 
tliia,  as  you  know,  would  be  entirely  impracticable.  As  near  as  I  can  calcu- 
late, if  the  vessel  had  been  constructed  of  seasoned  timber,  and  iron  at  standard 
weight,  and  no  alteration  made  increasing  the  weights,  she  would  not  have  ex- 
ceeded the  intended  draught  of  water  of  6  feet  6  inches. 

Question.  Was  it  not  a  well-known  fact  t»  everybody  who  had  paid  any  at- 
tention to  the  subject,  that  it  was  not  possible  to  obtain  seasoned  timber,  such 
as  these  vessels  called  for,  at  the  time  the  contracts  were  made  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  not  in  the  country.  Individuals  could  not  obtam 
it,  and  the  government  could  not  obtain  it.  There  was  not  a  ton  of  seasoned 
oak  in  the  mai'ket  suitable  for  these  boats. 

Qaestion.  Then  to  call  for  the  use  of  that  material  in  four  or  six  months  was 
to  call  for  an  impossibility? 
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Answer.  Well  o-ik  cmnot  1  e  va,^  iicil  m  less  thaa  throe  years. 

Qnestion,   Ihen  the  contiaetB  call  il  foi  an  impo  iihility  in  that  particular  1 

Answer,  Tea  'fir 

Question.  Within  what  time  w  is  it  possible  f  jr  you,  to  have  finished  this 
vessel,  provided  theie  hid  been  no  alteratioa  m  the  original  plans  1 

Answer.  Well  1  think  it  w  onld  take  a  yetu  to  complete  these  vessels.  They 
were  much  moie  difficult  than  any  one  had  any  idea  of  when  they  commenced 
them. 

Qnestion.  In  what  time  did  you  think  it  was  possible  to  complete  the  Nanset 
when  you  commenced  her  1 

Answer.  I  thought  I  could  complete  her  within  the  time  specilied  in  the 
contract. 

Question.  What  was  the  time  mentioned  in  your  contract  t 

Answer.  It  was  eight  months. 

Question.  The  Nanset  is  being  built  up  twenty-two  iaches,  is  she  not  1 

Answer.  Yea,  sir. 

Question.  Will  you  tell  us  for  what  purpose  that  vessel  will  be  efficient  when 
she  is  completed  t 

Answer.  Well,  I  tbinlt  she  will  be  as  efficient  a  vessel  as  any  of  the  monitors 
that  have  been  built  before,  I  think  she  will  have  more  Btrengtb.  Her 
longitudinal  strength  will  be  far  superior  to  that  of  the  first  monitora. 

Question.  Would  this  vessel  be  an  efficient  vessel  if  an  attack  was  to  be 
inade  upon  the  ports  in  Charleston  harbor  ? 

Answer.  I  think  a  vessel  of  that  class  would  be  a  very  efficient  vessel. 
There  is  so  little  surface  above  the  water  that  I  think  the  invention  is  a  very 
valuable  one.  They  are  difficult  to  hit,  and  they  might  fire  and  do  great 
execntioa,  and  receive  very  little  damage.  They  might  get  an  unlucky  shot, 
and  sink;  but  I  think  the  chances  are  very  much  in  Qieir  favor. 

Question.  Would  such  a  monitor  be  efficient  in  an  attack  upon  Wilmington  t 

Answer.  Yea,  sir;  I  think  she  is  just  the  vessel  they  want.  I  think  she 
would  be  of  great  value  to  the  government,  and  as  many  more  like  her  as  they 
could  get  there. 

Question.  W^  any  price  agreed  upon  for  the  alterations  that  were  made  m 
this  vessel  as  she  progressed  from  time  to  time,  until  the  proprand  ilteiation 
whereby  you  are  to  raise  hei-  up  twenty-two  inches  ? 

Answer.  No,  air;  except  that  in  some  eases  Mr.  Stimers  ieque'*ted  me  to 
make  an  estimate  of  the  cost,  which  I  did,  and  he  signified  his  acceptance 

Question.  What  was  the  original  contract  piice  1 

Answer.  $386,000.     They  were  all  on  the  same  scale,  the  whole  twenty 
QuMtion.  Did  you  have  any  communication  with  any  of  the  department 
except  Mr.  Stimers,  in  relation  to  the  alterations  that  were  made  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  Lave  never  had  any  communication  with  the  di,].artment 
or  the  Bureaus  of  Construction  and  Repair  and  SteamEngineering,  at  Wasliington, 
on  the  subject. 

Question.  Since  making  the  contract,  which  you  say  was  made  with  the  depart- 
ment, or  somebody  representing  the  depai-tment,  have  you  made  any  contract 
or  agi-eement  with  anybody,  except  Mr,  Stimers,  in  relatioa  to  the  Nanset? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  until  I  commenced  the  alteration  of  raising  her  twenty- 
two  inches;  when  I  made  agreements  with  and  received  orders  from  Admiral 
Gregory  and  Chief  Engineer  Wood. 

Question.  What  is  the  amount  of  the  alterations,  exclusive  of  the  last  one 
proposed — the  building  up  of  the  sides  ? 

Answer.  I  have  never  made  any  calculation. 

By  Mr.  Odell : 
Question.  You  feel  you  have  a  claim  against  the  government?     ., 

^.ooglc 


44  LIGHT-DRAUGHT   MONITOES. 

Answer.  Oh,  yea ;  I  have  got  several  thouaaiid  dollars,  whicli  liave  already 
been  granted  by  Mr.  Stimera  from  time  to  time. 

By  Mr.  Gtooch : 

Question.  Tou  have  seen  tbc  Chinio  ? 

Anawer.  Tea,  sir. 

Qnestion.  Wonld  she  have  been  of  any  service  without  the  alterations  1 

Answer.  No ;  I  think  she  di'ew  too  much  water— r-that  is,  with  ail  her  equip- 
ments on  board. 

Question.  In  your  judgment,  could  these  vessels  have  been  so  altered  as  to 
have  retained  their  tuireta,  and  yet  been  so  lighteaed  as  to  have  made  them 


Answer.  That  I  have  not  calculated.  It  would  inTolve  queations  for  engi- 
neers to  decide,  and  engineera  differ  in  respect  to  it. 

Question.  Will  you  state  to  the  committee  just  how  far  these  boats  will  be 
trustworthy  at  aea  after  they  have  been  built  up  twenty-two  inches! 

Anawer.  Well,  I  think  they  will  be  full  as  traatwortby  aa  any  monitor  that 
has  been  built  (except  the  Moiiadnock  and  Dictator  class)  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war.  I  have  seen  almost  all  of  them,  and  I  think  tliese  will  be  full 
aa  good  and  safe  boats  in  every  respect. 

Question.  How  far  do  you  consider  that  the  monitors  are  trustworthy  ? 

Answer,  I  think  they  were  never  intended  for  sea-going  vessels.  A  sea- 
going vessel  is  a  vessel  that  can  visit  a  foreign  coast;  that  can,  as  Englishmen 
say,  "coast  round  Cape  Horn;"  but  I  don't  think  any  of  these  vessels  ai'e  fit 
to  go  to  sea.  They  are  fit  to  go  up  and  down  our  American  coast,  in  the  care 
of  good  pilots,  and  go  from  port  to  port,  as  they  have  done.  I  think  that  is 
the  design  of  this  class  of  monitors ;  and  the  usefulness  they  will  be  to  the 
countiy  will  be  ia  defending  our  harbors  and  coast.  I  think  that,  after  these 
vessels  aj'e  built  up,  they  will  be  fully  as  good  as  those  down  at  Chaj'leaton, 
and  stronger. 

By  Mr.  Wade ; 

Question.  You  speak  of  their  strength — you  mean  of  the  wood-work,  not  of 
the  armor! 

Answer.  Yes,  air;  I  mean  altogether. 

Question.  What  was  the  thickness  of  the  armor  of  the  original  monitor  1 

Answer.  1  have  understood  that  it  was  five  one-inch  plates. 

Question,  Will  you  state  the  difference  between  this  class  of  monitoi-s  and 
those  now  in  use! 

Answer.  Well,  the  other  monitors  have  not  near  the  amount  of  wood  backing 
that  these  have.  I  consider  these  vessels  more  efficient  in  every  respect  than 
the  first  class  of  monitors — better  sea-boats,  better  for  war  purposes,  heavier 
bttilt,  better  constructed,  and  more  costly  vessels. 

Question.  And  yet  they  were  to  be  of  lighter  draught ! 

Answer.  They  were  to  be,  in  the  first  place,  of  lighter  draught. 

Question.  If  you  bad  been  called  upon  to  design  an  iron-clad  monitor,  which 
was  to  draw  aa  much  water  as  these  will  when  completed,  should  you  have 
built  her  oa  the  same  model  that  these  are  being  built ! 

Answer.  Well,  similar  to  that.  I  might  have  made  them  a  little  shorter  and 
a  little  wider,  but  I  should  have  had  to  make  them  about  the  same  shape.  To 
get  that  draught,  you  have  got  to  make  something  very  nearly  resembling  a 
box.  It  is  very  difficult  to  get  a  vessel  of  that  draught  to  cariy  that  arma- 
ment.    There  are  over  five  hundred  tons  of  iron  in  one  of  these  vessels. 

Question.  What  do  you  estimate  the  speed  of  the  Naneet  will  be  when  she 
is  completed  ! 

Anawer.  I  consider  that  it  will  be  sis  knots  in  smooth  water. 
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QueatioD.  What  alteration  hsTe  you  made  in  the  overbang  1 

Answer.  We  liave  reduced  its  weiglit.  and  Lave  raised  tlie  wliolo  work, 
aliowing  the  water  to  have  free  course  to  pass  from  the  propeller.  We  have 
made  a  great  improvement  upon  the  overhang. 

Question.  What  has  heen  the  effect  of  that  alteration  "i 

Answer.  It  has  never  been  tried. 

Question.  What  do  yoa  estimate  will  be  the  advantage  from  the  altei-ation  of 
the  ovevhawg  ? 

Answer,  I  think  it  will  increase  the  speed  a  knot  and  a  half. 

Question.  Is  the  overhang  now  as  small  as  it  can  be,  and  still  protect  the 
rudder  1 

Answer,  Yea,  sir.  Men  of  experience  consider  that  the  rudder  must  be  pro- 
tected. I  consider  it  as  very  essential  to  protect  the  rudder ;  bat  there  are  a 
good  many  who  think  that  Uie  ruddei'  may  be  entirely  bare.  I  am  not  of  that 
opinion. 

Question.  In  yonr  opinion,  is  it  a  practicable  thing  to  build  an  iron-clad  sea- 
going monitor  if  no  limitation  is  made  as  to  draught  t 

Answer.  Tea,  sir ;  I  can  buiid  one  that  will  be  sea-going.  They  have  built 
them  in  England,  and  we  can  build  them  here.  They  have  built  them  for 
Eussia,  for  the  Spaaish  government,  and  for  the  Grermans,  to  be  used  in  the 
Danish  war. 

Question.  How  far  have  they  been  tested  ? 

Answer.  Very  satisfactorily. 

Question.  Are  they  aimilai-  to  ours  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  are  eopies,Jac  similes,  of  Ericsson's  first  monitors  in 
the  turret  arrangem    t  ai  d        j    n      1  in  the  hull,  and  they  have  been 

very  efficient. 

Question.  Do  yon  kn  w  th  f  th       English  monitors  ? 

Answer.  They  ar  If  1  500  or  1,600  tons,  some  of  tliem  carry- 

ing two  turrets.     Th  Is      uld  b       nstructed  so  that  there  would  be  no 

danger  in  going  oci-  th  Atl  nt  I  h  Id  have  no  hesitation  in  crossing 
the  Atlantic  in  the  M     ad      k      SI  Id  go  aci-oss  as  safely  as  an  English 

steamer.     I  conside    th  1      t  th    M  nadnock  class  the  finest  ever  built 

for  sea-going  and  w     pmp  I  th    k  th  y  could  not  possibly  be  better  for 

that  class  of  vessels 

Question.  For  wh  t  p    i  old  th       1  ght-draught  monitors  be  used  that 

the  Monadnock  could  not  be  ? 

Answer.  The  Monadnock  draws  about  twelve  feet  of  water.  It  is  a  very 
important  thing  to  get  a  vessel  drawing  only  seven  and  a  half  or  eight  feet. 
Tou  can  choose  your  point,  and  if  you  find  the  enemy  are  getting  too  much  for 
you,  yon  can  run  into  shoal  water  and  get  out  of  the  way. 

By  Mr.  Odell : 

Question.  What  do  you  estimate  the  cost  of  the  Nanset  will  be,  after  she 
shall  have  been  completed  under  the  plans  you  are  now  at  work  upon  1 

Answer,  The  cost  will  be  somewhere  between  five  and  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  when  completed  for  sea — much  less  than  I  would  build  one  for  now. 

Question.  Tou  state  that  your  original  contract  was  for  #386,000,  and  that, 
by  a  subsequent  contract,  you  are  to  have  886,000  for  raising  the  sides  twenty- 
two  inches,  and  that  you  have  a  claim  in  addition  to  these  two  amounts  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  air ;  we  have  a  claim  for  alterations  made  from  time  to  time. 

Questions.  And  for  these  alterations  no  specified  price  was  agreed  upon  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  ordered  without  stipulation  in  regard  to  cost, 
except  in  a  few  instances 

Qnestion.  How  are  you  going  to  adjust  these  accounts  1 

Answer.  We  send  in  our  bills  for  a  certain  piece  of  work ;  for  instance,  add- 
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ing  the  ling  to  tlie  turret ;  setting  forth  that  wc  have  done  bo  anil  eo,  giving  the 
■weight  of  the  iron,  and  our  opiaion  that  it  ia  worth  ao  muelu  In  almost  all 
cases  they  have  cut  it  down,  we  have  not  settled  yet ;  but  I  have  been  told 
that  every  man  who  has  settled  has  settled  without  a  dollar  of  profit. 
By  Mr.  Wade : 
Question,  The  original  plan  of  these  monitors  contemplated  the  introduction 
of  water  compartmenta,  for  the  purpose  of  sinking  the  vessel  down  when  neces- 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  That  apparatus  has  been  abandoned  in  the  improved  monitors  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  the  pipes  have  been  taken  out.  I  consider  that  these  ves- 
sels, if  built  according  to  the  present  plans  and  oi-ders,  will  be  good  vessels, 
and  valuable  to  the  country.  At  least,  mine  will  be.  I  cannot  vouch  for  the 
others  further  than  that.  I  have  seen  a  good  many,  and  have  observed  that 
the  work  was  well  and  s  ' 


B.  F.  Leonard  Bwom  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Gooch: 

Question.  Will  you  state  youv  place  of  residence  and  occupation  ? 

Answer.  My  place  of  residence  is  Carver,  Massachusetts ;  my  occupation 
has  been  that  of  machinist  and  engine-builder  previous  to  inspecting.     I  com- 
menced mj  inspecting  duties  ia  iron-clads  the  Ist  of  June,  1863. 
.  Question,  By  whom  were  you  employed  for  that  purpose  1 

Answer.  Mr.  Stimers  employed  me. 

Question.  Had  you  known  Mr.  Stimers  prior  to  that  time  1 

Answer.  I  had  not. 

Question.  How  happened  yon  to  be  employed  for  that  purpose  ? 

Answer.  I  waa  recommended  to  Mr.  Stimers  by  an  acquaintauce  of  mine, 
Mr.  Murdock,  formerly  employed  in  the  Boi'eau  of  Engineering  at  Washington. 

Question.  What  vessels  have  you  inspected  t 

Answer.  None  but  the  Suncook,  one  of  the  light-di-aught  iron-clad  monitors, 
now  being  built  by  the  Globe  worka  at  South  Boston. 

Question.  Will  you  give  us  all  the  information  you  have  in  relation  to  these 
iron-clad  monitors? 

Answer.  My  instructions  have  been  received  from  Mr.  Stimers  until  this 
last  alteration  was  ordered,  and  since  then  from  Chief  Engineer  Wood.  The 
keel  of  the  Suncook  was  partly  laid  when  I  eommenced  inspection,  and  I  found 
some  iron  which  waa  not  as  thick  as  required  by  the  specifications,  and  had 
that  removed  and  other  iron  pot  in  its  place  ;  and  from  that  time  I  believe  the 
work  has  been  done  according  to  the  contract  and  specifications.  As  regards 
the  efficiency  of  the  vessel  when  finished,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  will  not 
answer  the  purpose  it  was  intended  for  on  account  of  drawing  too  much  water. 

Question.  How  far  is  the  Suncook  advanced  t 

Answer.  Well,  the  deck  is  very  nearly  on,  and  her  sides  plated,  with  the 
exception  of  riveting  up  inside  the  hull,  and  a  httle  of  the  vertical  cross-floors. 
The  contract  proposes  launching  the  15th  of  next  mouth. 

Qneation.  Can  you  describe  the  alterations  which  wei'e  made  from  the  original 
plans  and  specificationg,  as  she  has  progressed  from  stage  to  stage? 

Answer.  I  cannot.  The  alterations  are  such  as  Mr.  Hoyt  described.  We 
have  had  three  general  plans.  The  last  is  the  one  where  the  vertical  cross- 
floors  are  described,  the  ring  round  the  turret,  the  increased  thickness  of  the 
pilot-house,  and  also  the  addition  of  the  vacuum  engine  and  the  condenser. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  it  is  estimated  the  Suncook  ivill  draw  after 
the  alterations  aie  made  ?  /-   .,,,i|  . 
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er.  No,  sir ;  I  have  never  seen  any  estimates. 

Qaestion.  Do  you  know  what  it  is  estimated  her  speed  will  be  ? 

Answer.  I  never  have  seen  any  estimates  of  her  speed. 

Question.  Had  you  ever  had  any  conuexion  with,  or  knowledge  of,  wooden 
or  iron-clad  vessels  before  yow  were  appointed  inspector  1 

Answer.  Ko,  sir ;  I  had  never  been  employed  in  the  construction  of  any. 

Question.  Had  you  any  knowledge  of,  or  had  yoti  ever  been  employed  in 
eoonexion  with  marine  engines  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  had  been  engaged  a  number  of  yeava  in  building  sta- 
tionary engines,  and  I  also  had  a  knowledge  of  the  materials  used  in  ship- 
building, such  as  iron.  I  have  built  rolling-mills,  aud  the  machinery  for  rolling- 
mills,  and  I  consider  that  I  am  a  judge  of  iron  and  of  the  materials  of  which 
shms  are  constructed. 

Question.  But  you  had  no  particolar  knowledge  of  ship-bailding  or  of  mjirine 
engines  until  since  your  appointment  to  your  present  office  1 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  other  inspection  of  the  Suncook  except  thiit 
made  by  yon  since  your  appointment  1 

Answer.  Ko,  sir,  except  an  inspection  of  the  boilers  by  a  committee  chosen 
for  that  purpose. 


FfiiHAV,  Dectmher  23. 

Eea^- Admiral  Silas  H.  Stringham  sworn  aud  examined. 
By  Mr.  Wade; 

Question,  What  is  your  position  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States  1 

Answer.  I  am  i-ear-admiral  on  the  retired  list  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
States. 

Question.  And  stationed  where? 

Answer.  In  command  of  the  station  and  navy  yard  at  Boston. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  followed  the  eeas? 

Answer.  Fifty-four  years  last  June. 

Question.  What  knowledge  have  you  of  the  light-draught  monitors,  twenty  of 
which  were  ordered  to  be  built  by  the  goverumentt 

Answer.  I  have  very  little  knowledge  except  as  they  have  been  turned  over 
to  me  to  assist  in  iitting  them  oat  at  the  navy  yard. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  any  of  them  after  they  ■^  ere  liunehi  1 ' 

Answer,  I  have  seen  the  Oasco  and  the  Ohimo  at  the  navy  yard 

Question.  Did  yon  examine  them  enough  to  tonn  an  opinion  as  t  their  use- 
fulness as  vessels- of- war  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  must  say.  I  did  not  give  them  a  ciitiLj,l  examination  They 
wea-e  not  under  my  charge  at  all,  except  to  assist  m  httmg  then  out  and  an 
older  officer  being  responsible  for  them,  I  did  not  gii  e  them  a  ciitical  examina- 
tiiMi. 

Question.  Was  the  turret  on  either  of  these  vessels  when  you  saw  \t% 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  It  had  be.en  taken  off? 

Answer.  Tea,  sir. 

Question,  What  useful  purpose  could  such  a  thing  be  applied  to  with  the 
turret  taken  off? 

Answer.  I  must  say  that  I  don't  know  exactly  to  what  use  they  eould  be 
applied  to  be  serviceable.     With  a  big  gun  on  deck  they  might  lay  off  at  a  dis- 
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tauce  and  bombard  an  enemy;  but  I  should  think  a  small  i 
bomb-boat,  or  a  schooner,  would  be  equally  serviceable. 

Question.  What  do  you  think  of  their  seaworthiness  in  that  conditloa  ? 

Answer,  They  might  make  the  passage  fi-om  one  port  to  another  in  that  con- 
dition; but  if  they  were  to  undertake  to  go  to  sea  without  another  vessel  to 
take  care  of  them,  it  would  be  very  dangerous.  They  would  not  be  seagoii^ 
vessels. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  what  their  speed  was  t 

Answer.  I  heard  that  the  speed  of  the  Ghimo,  before  the  turret  was  taken  off, 
was  three  or  four  knots. 

Question.  Would  that  be  suf&cient  power  fo  enable  them  to  ascend  our 
rivers  ? 

Answer,  In  some  cases  it  would,  and  in  others  it  would  not.  Some  of  our 
rivers  average  three  and  a  half  knots  aa  hour.  With  a  strong  breeze  against 
them,  althoegh  they  would  not  hold  much  wind,  they  would  not  make  any 
speed  against  it;  they  might  just  hold  their  way. 

Question.  Would  they  be  useful,  ia  your  judgment,  rigged  up  as  torpedo 
boats  1 

Answer.  From  what  I  have  heard  I  think  they  might  be  so.  Showing  but 
very  little  surface  on  the  water,  they  might,  in  the  night,  go  into  places  where 
they  would  not  be  discovered. 

Question.  Would  they  answer  that  purpose  as  well  as  smaDer  wooden  craft 
built  for  the  purposed 

Answer.  I  think  the  wooden  craft  would  have  more  speed,  and  be  better 
adapted  to  that  purpose. 

Question.  What  would  be  the  effect  on  their  usefulness  ia  shoal  water  and  in 
our  rivers  if  the  sides  were  built  up  23  inches,  and  the  draught  increased  afoot? 

Answer.  If  the  deck  was  raised  as  well  as  the  sides,  I  don't  think  it  woald 
be  much  of  an  improvement  except  th^t  it  would  give  better  accommodations 
to  the  men. 

Question.  Would  it  add  mu  h  to  th  fulness? 

Answer.  I  think  not.     My    p  1        ver,  cannot  be  considered  a  very 

strong  opinion,  because  I  hav    n  t    ts  I       d  before,  examined  them  critically. 

Qneetion.  Would  vessels  th  t  d  than  sis  and  a  half  feet  of  water  be 

very  useful  about  the  shoals    f       th    n  p    ts  and  in  southern  rivers  1 

Answer.  Not  in  North  Carolina  ports  and  those  waters,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
these  were  intended  for  that  purpose.  You  cannot  build  an  iroa-clad  to  have 
only  that  draught;  their  weight  must  take  them  down. 


Saturday,  December  24,  1864. 

Isaac  Newto.v  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Wade : 

Question.  What  position  do  you  hold  in  the  navy  1 

Answer,  First  assistant  engineer. 

Question.  Where  are  you  stationed  1 

Answer.  I  have  been  here  in  Boston  for  four  or  five  months  superintending 
the  alterations  on  the  Caaco  and  the  Cliimo. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  acted  as  an  engineer? 

Answer.  Well,  I  should  say  about  ten  yeai-s.     I  entered  the  navy  June  14, 
1S61,  as  first  assistant  engineer. 

Question.  What  information  have  you  in  regard  to  the  light-draught  monitors 
so  eaUed,  twenty  of  which  were  ordered  by  the  government? 

Answer.  My  acquaintance  with  the  monitora  commenced  with  the  first  vessel 


LIGHT-DRAUOHT  MONITORS.  49 

of  tiat  class ;   I  assisted  iu  superintendiug  her  conatruction,  and  was  chief  en- 
gineer of  her  for  about  five  months. 

Question,  Were  yow  with  her  when  she  had  her  encounter  with  the  Merri- 

Anawer,  Yes,  I  was  connected  with  her  shortly  after  her  keel  was  laid ;  was 
with  her  on  the  James  river  during  McOlellan's  campaign,  and  after  that  I  was 
detached  and  ordered  to  report  to  Rear- Admiral  Gregory  at  New  York. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  about  the  construction  of  the  light-draught 
monitor  called  the  Chimo  I 

Answer.  She  ia  one  of  the  twenty  ordered  hy  the  government  in  1863, 

Question.  Who  modelled  and  designed  her  t 

Answer.  Mr.  Simera. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Ericsson  have  anything  to  do  with  it  1 

Answer.  I  ahould  aay  not.  Of  course  the  turret,  and  the  macliincry  that 
appertains  to  the  turret,  are  hia. 

Question.  Yes;  but  I  will  ask  you  who  is  responsible  for  the  draught  and 
build  of  that  vessel  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Strinera. 

Question.  Did  you  have  a  knowledge  of  the  progi'ess  of  the  work  as  it  went 
on? 

Answer.  As  much  as  I  could,  being  at  headquarters,  where  all  the  corre- 
spondence with  the  contractors  waa  carried  on,  and  where  all  the  drawings  were 
made.     I  had  general  chaise  of  the  drawings  at  the  office  in  New  York. 

Question.  Was  the  plan  altered  from  time  to  lime  as  the  work  progreaaed? 

Answer.  I  do  not  thmk  the  model  was  altered ;  the  details,  that  did  not 
affect  the  total  weight  very  much,  were. 

Question.  But  they  did  affect  the  expense  t 

Answer.  There  were  several  things  found  to  be  necessary  during  the  fights 
in  Charleston  harbor,  which  were  ordered  to  be  put  on  these  vesaels  in  com- 
mon with  all  other  monitors ;  for  instance,  a  base  ring  was  found  necessary  at 
the  bottom  of  the  turret,  and  some  additions  of  weight  were  made  in  that  way. 

Question,  Can  you  give  any  idea  of  the  expense  of  these  deviations  from 
the  original  plan  ? 

Answer,  No,  I  cannot  tell  you  that  y    I     u  d  n  it  by  reference 

to  papers  ;  but  it  would  be  a  mere  gu  Id         k       g       it  now. 

Question.  What  do  you  say,  aa  an      g  d  n  skilled  in  ship- 

building, to  the  draught  and  build  of  th       m  puipose  designed — 

that  is,  for  shallow  water  t 

Answer.  If  there  had  been  no  mistak    m  d  h     d        ht  of  water  they 

wonld  have  been  efficient  for  that — in  te 

Question.  What  mistake  was  made        h  a  udgment  1 

Anawer.  I  think  there  was  a  mistak      f    b  h 

Question.  Please  explain  that. 

Anawer.  They  were  too  deep  in  the  water.  A  great  tiuuble  was  that  they 
trim  about  one  foot  by  the  stem.  This  latter  is  not  a  very  unusual  mistake 
in  ship-building.  In  an  engineering  point  of  view  this  error  in  the  trim  is  no 
greater  than,  if  aa  great  as,  was  made  in  balancing  the  weighta  with  the  dis- 
placement on  the  two-turroted  wooden  monitor  Monadnock.  In  this  case,  aa 
the  conatmctor  had  the  free  disposal  of  the  principal  weights,  there  was  no 
difficulty  in  adjusting  them  equally  with  the  displacement.  In  single-tnrreted 
vessels,  the  steam  machinery  being  in  one  end,  and  the  quarters  for  officers  and 
men  in  the  other,  it  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  trim  them  without  the  use  of 
ballast  in  the  forward  part.  There  is  no  objection,  however,  in  this,  if  provision 
is  made  for  it  in  the  design. 

Question.  How  happened  that  ? 
Pai-t  rv i 
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Anawer,  Because  there  was  more  wcigLt  aft  of  tlie  centre  of  gravity  of  the 
displacement  than  before  it,  and  from  an  niider-estimate  of  weights. 

Question.  Was  it  difficult  for  a  competent  draughtsman  to  construct  her  so  that 
she  would  not  draw  more  than  six  and  a  half  feet  of  water  t 

Ajiawer.  It  is  not  difficult  for  a  competent  draughtsman  to  ascertain  displace- 
ment ;  but  to  arrive  at  the  weight  he  should  not  take  the  resulta  of  his  calculations, 
but  leave  a  maigic,  nnlesa  he  is  going  to  build  her  himself,  and  can  have  her  uuder 
his  own  eyes,  and  weigh  everything.  ^ 

Question.  I  speak  of  cases  where  it  is  essential  to  have  the  vessel  of  a  par- 
ticular draught.  Would  it  not  he  necessary  that  some  particular  pains  should  be 
taken  to  ascertain  the  weight? 

Answer.  The  draughtsman  should  calculate  the  weights,  and  then  add  a  margin 
to  that,     I  should  say  that  would  be  the  only  safe  way. 

Question.  What  margin  should  you  say  it  would  be  proper  to  add  ? 

Answer.  That  is  a  very  difficult  question  to  answer,  X  should  say  tea  per 
cent,  at  least. 

Question,  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  a  mistake  of  ten  inches  was  made 
in  the  draught  t 

Answer.  I  think  about  ten  inches.  One  of  the  great  trouhles  was  that 
they  trimmed  badly ;  they  were  by  the  sterc.  If  they  had  beeu  on  an  even  keel 
it  would  not  have  been  so  had,  but  I  think  they  would  have  been  too  far  down 
even  then. 

Qneation.  Was  this  same  mistake  made  in  regard  to  the  whole  twenty? 

Answer.  Tliey  wore  al!  supposed  to  be  identical.  They  were  ail  built  from 
tracings  taken  from  the  same  drawings  and  from  the  same  specifications. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  Chimo  after  she  was  launched  1 

Answer.  Yes;  I  saw  her  after  she  was  completed. 

Question.  Well,  what  was  her  appearance  when  ^e  was  launched  1 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  her  when  she  was  launched.  When  I  saw  her  and 
took  charge  of  her  she  was  finished — had  her  turret,  guns,  and  everything  on. 

Question,  What  induced  them  to  take  the  turret  off? 

Answer,  She  could  not  cany  it.  However,  that  was  an  after  consideration, 
I  think.  The  immediate  cause  was  that  some  high  officer  in  the  navy  rec^uired 
some  of  them  for  special  service  without  turrets. 

Question.  Yon  say  she  could  not  have  carried  her  turret! 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  she  could  have  carried  her  turret.  It  would  have 
been  an  evenly  balanced  thing  whether  or  no  she  could.  It  would  have  been 
necessary  to  take  one  of  her  boilers  out,  and  make  radical  changes  to  dispense 
witli  weight. 

Question.  In  your  judgment  was  she  good  for  anything  as  a  war  vessel  when 
she  was  jinished? 

Answer.  She  was  too  deep;  she  would  not  have  been  a  very  efficient  war 
vessel. 

Question,  What  could  she  do  1 

Answer.  Well,  if  another  vessel  came  up  close  to  her,  she  could  fire  at  her ; 
she  could  not  go  after  her,  without  her  opponent's  speed  was  very  slow. 

Question.  You  say  she  could  not  carry  her  tun-et! 

Answer.  In  smooth  water  I  think  she  could  have  carried  it. 

Question.  Would  it  have  been  safe  to  take  her  from  harbor  to  harbor  t 

Answer.  I  should  say  no — decidedly  not. 

Question.  Without  her  turret  she  would  be  no  better  than  a  wooden  vessel, 
would  she ! 

Answer.  If  they  wanted  her  for  a  torpedo  boat  or  a  reconnoitring  vessel  she 
would  be  better,  because  she  could  go  up  and  let  the  enemy  shoot  while  the 
reconnoissance^was  being  made. 

Question.  What  was  the  speed  of  the  Chimo  on  her  trial  trip  ! 
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Answer.  I  understood  it  was  ffom  tliree  and  a  half  to  four  knots. 

Question.  Would  that  give  her  sufficient  power  to  ascend  our  rivers  ? 

Answer.  Of  course,  if  there  was  no  great  current  in  the  river,  she  could  go 
up. 

Question,  Against  tide-water  in  our  hai'bora  would  she  make  any  speed  t 

Answer,  She  would  just  about  hold  her  own  in  that  respect. 

Question,  Is  there  any  rule  by  which  ship-huildera  ascertain  the  amount  of 
water  a  vessel  wUl  displaced  - 

Answer,  Oevtainly  ;  that  is  necessary  in  building  any  ship.  That  is  ascer- 
tained by  calculating  the  capacity  of  the  immersed  portions  of  the  vessel. 

Question.  Is  it  difficult  to  ascertain,  within  two  or  three  inches,  what  a  ship 
wili  draw  if  she  is  to  be  built  for  a  certain  serviced 

Answei.  I  should  say  it  wae,  decidedly,  unless  you  weigh  the  materials  tiiat 
go  into  the  vessel. 

Question.  Provided  it  is  essential  to  have  a  particular  draughl;,  should  not  that 
pains  be  taken? 

Answer.  If  you  allow  a  sufficient  margin,  I  should  say  not.  If  you  add  a 
certain  margin  to  the  specific  gravity  of  the  materials,  as  laid  down  in  the  tables, 
your  vessel  will  draw  less  rather  than  more. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  any  alteration  was  made  in  the  huild 
of  these  vessels  ? 

Answer.  I  should  think  not. 

Question.  Some  of  these  vessels  have  been  built  up  on  the  sides  twenty-two 
inches,  have  they  not  1 

Answer.  Yes;  fifteen  of  them. 

Question.  What  will  be  the  effect  of  that  on  them  ? 

Answer.  It  will  make  them  much  better  boats, 

Question.  What  will  they  be  good  for  when  they  ai 

Answer.  They  will  be  good  for  operations  on  rivei 
Albrmarle  sound,  for  instance;  they  will  be  better  boats  than  before. 

Question.  They  wiU  draw  quite  as  much  water,  if  not  more  t 

Answer.  Of  course  they  will  draw  more,  because  more  weight  has  been  added; 
but  they  will  still  be  very  light-draught  iron-clads. 

Question.  Well,  if  their  object  was  to  ascend  rivers,  would  they  be  useful 
boats  as  a  general  thing;  wouldn't  they  draw  too  much  water? 

Answer.  That  is  averylightdranght,  considering  theimpregnahility  and  battery 
of  the  ships  and  their  strength. 

Question.  You  mean  for  sea-going  boats? 

Answer.  They  are  not  what  I  call  sea-going  boats.  I  think  they  can  be 
taken  down  our  coast  with  safety,  watching  times.  You  perceive  a  great  deal 
has  been  added  to  their  strength  by  raising  the  sides,  and  they  are  more  comfort- 
Question.  But  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  originally  designed — that 
is,  to  draw  not  more  than  six  and  a  half  feet  of  water,  and  for  service  on  rivers 
and  shoals — they  would  not  be  useful? 

Answer.  Their  usefulness  would  only  be  impaired  as  much  as  the  additional 
one  foot  adds  to  their  draught. 

Question.  What  is  the  thicknesa  of  the  armor  on  these  vessels  1 

Answer.  On  the  sides  three  inches,  and  the  hacking,  I  think,  is  very  thick — 
it  must  be  four  feet  thick.  They  are  very  hard  things  to  shoot  through,  even 
with  their  three-inch  armor  on. 

Question.  What  was  the  thickness  of  the  original  monitor? 

Answer.  Five  inches,  with  a  backing  of  three  feet  of  white  oak. 

Question.  Would  this  armor,  the  light  draught,  he  heavy  enough  to  withstand 
the  heaviest  artillery  1 

Answer.  I  should  say  not  the  heaviest,  but  such  as,  at  the  time  they  were 
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planned,  they  would  be  likely  to  meet  iu-rivera,  and  meh  calibre  as  they  would 
be  likeJy  to  meet  now.  They  would  not  stand  15-inch  guni,  noi,  probably, 
11-ineh,  at  close  quartevs,  with  a  heavy  charge;  but  they  would  stand  temporary 
batteries  thrown  up  on  rivers,  &c. 

Question.  As  an  engineer,  would  it  he  difScult  for  you  to  constiuct  a  vessel, 
with  the  armament  and  impreguability  contemplated  in  these  hght-diaught 
monitors,  that  would  not  draw  more  than  six  and  a  half  feet  of  watei  t 

Answer.  I  should  say,  with  my  present  experience,.!  could  readily  do  so,  hut 
at  the  time  these  were  proposed  I  could  not,  because  I  knew  nothing  about  them. 
It  was  a  problem  never  before  attempted. 

By  Mr.  Gooch : 

Question.  Describe  particularly  the  service  wliich  the  fifteen  light-draught  mon- 
itors, now  being  built  up,  will  be  able  to  perform. 

Answer,  They  will  be  able  to  hold  and  defend  a  great  part  of  our  inland 
waters. 

Question.  What,  in  your  opiaion,  will  be  the  maximum  and  service  speed! 

Answer,  The  speed  will  depend  upon  the  depth  of  water  which  they  navigate. 
The  speed  will  be  eight  miles;  the  maximum  a  little  more. 

Question.  Did  Engineer  Stimera  accompany  the  original  Monitor  on  her 
trip  to  Hampton  roads,  and  was  he  on  board  during  the  fight  with  the  Merri- 
mac ;  and  if  so,  what  part  did  he  perform  during  the  engagement! 

Answer.  He  did  accompany  the  original  Monitor;  he  was  on  board  during 
the  engagement;  he  operated  the  tuiTet  in  a  very  efficient  manner,  and  at  the 
same  time  enconi-aged  the  gunners,  and  thereby,  no  doubt,  promoted  the  ener- 
getic and  effective  service  of  the  guna. 

Question.  How  many  different  classes  of  monitors  have  been  constructed  by 
the  government  since  the  original  Monitor,  and  what  is  the  difference  and  function 
of  each  class  ? 

Answer.  The  Passaic  class,  the  Canonicus  class,  the  Monadnock  and  Mian- 
tonomah  class,  the  Dictator  and  Pui-itan  class,  the  Kalamazoo  class,  now  in 
process  of  eouetruction,  and  the  light- draughts,  besides  some  river  monitors 
built  out  west,  like  the  Chickasaw  and  Winnebago,  which  proved  so  efficient  at 
the  battle  of  Mobile  bay. 

ThePassaic  andOanonicus  classes  haveironhulla  and  single  turrets;  the  midship 
section  of  these  is  nearly  the  same,  except  that  the  latter  have  leas  wooden 
backing  and  much  thicker  armor  ;  tliey  also  have  thicker  deck  plating  ;  they 
have  finer  models  and  much  more  steam  power;  they  are  also  provided  with  a 
different  anchor  arrangement.  The  Monadnock  and  Miantonomah  classes  are 
for  all  practical  purposes  identical ;  they  have  two  turrets,  wooden  hulls,  two 
propellers ;  the  iron  armor  is  the  same  as  the  Passaic  class,  but  the  deck  plating  is 
heavier.  These  classes  are  of  moderate  draught  of  water,  are  very  manage- 
able, have  proved  themselves  to  be  capable  of  enduring  heavy  weather,  and  are 
peculiarly  adapted  for  harbor  defence,  and  operations  against  the  rebels. 

The  efficient  service  of  the  Pasaaic  class  in  the  South  Atlantic  squadron  is 
now  a  matter  of  history. 

The  Dictator  and  Puritan  class  are  i-elatively  large  vessels ;  have  very  fine 
models,  immense  steam  power,  by  far  the  heaviest  armor  ever  put  afloat ;  they 
will  have  very  high  speed,  and  canhandle  their  guns  where  probably  noEnglish 
iron-clad  could  fire  a  gun,  at  least  with  any  accuracy.  From  their  greater  speed 
they  are  fitted  for  marine  offensive  operations  against  the  iroa-clada  of  a  naval 
enemy ;  they  can  stand  any  weatlier  without  discomfort.  The  Kalamazoo 
class  are  adapted  for  the  same  work  as  that  just  mentioned;  they  have  two  turrets, 
and  ai-mor  even  thicker;  their  hulls  are  of  wood,  built  in  the  strongest  manner. 

Question,  Who  planned  these  different  classes  of  monitors  1 

Answer.  The  original  Monitor,  Passaic,  Dictator,  and  Puritan  classes  were 
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planned  by  Encsaon's  own  hand,  and  built  accordingly.  The  Canonicus  class 
and  light-draughts  Ericsson  furnished  a  general  plan,  which  was  modified  and, 
in  the  case  of  light-draughts,  radically  changed  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  The 
hulls  of  the  wooden  monitors  were  planned  by  the  naval  constractorB ;  those  for 
the  Kalamazoo  class  by  Mr.  Delano.  The  turrets  and  all  appurtenances  to 
them,  the  pilot-house,  steering  gear,  wrought- iron  gnn- carriages,  and  friction  gear- 
port  stoppers,  &c,,  were  made  from  Ericsson's  drawings. 

Question,  "Who  was  the  general  inspector  of  each  of  these  classes  of  ra<initors  1 

Answer.  Of  the  iron  vessels  and  the  turrets  of  the  wooden  ones  Mr.  Stimers, 
until  he  was  detached  from  that  duty. 

Question.  What  duty  have  you  performed  since  you  left  the  Monitor? 

Answer.  Superintended  a  great  part  of  the  planning,  examined  the  execution 
of  the  work  to  a  considerable  extent,  instmcted  contractors,  carried  on  coiTe- 
spondeuce,  examined  bills  and  accounts  and  similar  oiEce  work,  besides,  on  several 
occasions,  accompanying  the  monitors  down  the  coast. 

Question.  Are  you  sure  Captain  Ericsson  had  no  part  in  planning  the  light- 
draught  monitors  i 

Answer,  "With  the  exception  of  the  turrets,  nothing  has  been  made  to  his 


inn.  Do  you  know  if  Mr.  Stimers  had  consultations  with  Captain  Erics- 
son in  relation  to  the  light-draught  monitors  ? 

Answer.  I  know  he  called  at  his  office  several  times. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  a  rupture  between  Captain  Erics- 
son and  Mr.  Stimers ;  and  if  so,  what  was  its  cause,  and  at  what  time  did  it 
occur  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a  rupture,  and  it  was  occasioned  by  the  manner  in  which 
Mr.  Stimers  tested  the  friction  gearof  the  Canonicus,  and  it  occurred  lastwintei'. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  instructions  Mr.  Stimers  received  from  the 
Navy  Department  in  relation  to  the  light-draught  monitors  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  instructions  he  received. 

Question.  When  was  Mr.  Stimers  removed  from  his  position  as  general  in- 
spector, and  why  was  he  removed  ? 

Answer.  Last  June ;  the  order  which  removed  him  did  not  give  the  reason ; 
therefore  I  cannot  state  why. 

Question,  You  were  chief  engineer  of  the  original  Monitor  during  her  engage- 
ment with  the  Merrimac ;  will  you  state  your  opinion  why  that  battle,  decisive 
as  it  was,  was  not  more  so  ? 

Answer.  It  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  power  and  endurance  of  the  11-inch 
Dahlgren  guns,  with  which  sho  was  aj'med,  were  not  known  at  the  time  of  the 
battle  j  hence  the  commander  would  scarcely  have  been  justified  in  increasing 
the  charge  of  powder  above  that  authorized  in  the  Ordnance  Manual. 

Subsequent  experiments  developed  the  important  fact  that  these  guns  could 
bo  fired  with  thirty  pounds  of  cannon  powder  with  solid  shot.  If  this  had  been 
known  at  the  time  of  the  action,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that,  from  the  close 
quarters  at  which  Lieutenant  Worden  fought  his  vessel,  the  enemy  would  have 
been  forced  to  surrender. 

Enrthermoi'e,  I  think  that  if  our  gallant  commander  had  not  been  severely 
injured  by  a  shot  or  shell,  fired  hut  a  very  few  yai-ds  off,  and  which  struck  the  sight 
aperture  in  the  pilot-houso  through  which  he  was  looking,  we  would  have  stood 
a  very  good  chance  of  "  badgering  "  her  to  a  surrender,  as  our  shots,  striking 
near  the  water-line,  had  already  made  her  leak  seriously.  The  leaking — so  it 
has  been  stated  in  rebel  sources — was  aggravated  by  her  futile  attempt  at  ram- 
ming the  Monitor, 

It  will,  of  course,  bo  admitted  by  every  one  that  if  but  a  single  15-inch  gun 
could  possibly  have  been  mounted  within  the  Jionitor's  turret  (it  was  planned 
to  carry  the  heaviest  ordnance)  the  action  would  have  been  as  short  and  decisive 
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as  the  combat  between  tie  monitor  Wcohawken,  Captain  John  Rodg'crs,  and  the 
rebel  iron-clad  Atlanta,  whicb,  in  several  respects,  was  superior  to  the  Merrimac. 
I  think,  also,  that  this  very  decisive  result  would  have  been  obtained  if  the 
12-ineh  wrought-iron  gun  at  the  Kew  York  navy  yard  had  been  in  the  Monitor's 
turret  and  fired  with  respectable  charges.  This  gun  has  been  fired  with  two 
224'pound  shot  with  forty-five  pounds  of  powder. 

Question.  Have  you  watched  the  career  of  the  iron-clads  during  the  present 

Answer.  I  have  done  bo,  attentively. 

Question.  With  what  result  ? 

Answer.  It  has  firmly  riveted  my  conviction  from  tho  beginning  that  the 
monitor  system  of  iron-clads  is  a  complete  and  positive  solution  of  the  great 
naval  question  of  the  day. 

Question.  What  do  yon  consider  the  special  function  of  iron-clad  vessels  1 

Answer.  To  protect  our  harbors  from  the  attack  of  foreign  fleets,  to  fight 
foreign  iron-clads,  and  for  such  operations  against  the  rebels  as  the  exigencies 
of  the  war  require.  It  has  been  admitted  by  the  British  defence  commission, 
and  other  high  authorities,  that  no  forts,  of  any  description,  can  prevent  the 
passage  of  a  fleet  of  steamships  through  an  unobstructed  channel.  I  think 
General  Barnard  expresses  the  same  opinion  in  his  Dangers  and  Defences  of 
Mew,  York.  The  experience  of  the  present  war  certainly  corroborates  this  view 
of  the  ease.     The  enemy's  iron-clads  must  be  met  by  iron-clads. 

A  further  consideration  of  this  question  also  suggests  that  we  should  have 
three  classes  of  iron-clads :  1st,  Dictators  and  Kalamazoos,  to  catch  swift  foreign 
iron-clads ;  2d,  Passaics  and  Canonieuses,  as  heavily  armed  as  the  former  but 
only  fast  enough  to  navigate  the  coast;  3d,  light- draughts,  to  hold  arid  defend 
our  rivers,  &c.  Of  course  the  3d  class  cannot  be  as  impregnable  as  the  other 
two.    The  2d  class  we  mnsl  Lave,  to  defend  our  harbors. 

Question,  Are  you  familiar  with  the  experiments  which  have  been  earned  on 
at  Shoeburyness,  England,  with  guns  against  armor? 

Answer.  Yes,  as  much  as  one  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  can  be.  ITiese 
experiments  have  been  very  extensive,  but  at  the  same  time  of  q^iiite  a  desultory 
character,  as  may  be  instanced  by  the  fact  that  Wbitworth,  a  long  time  since, 
penetrated  a  Warrior  target  with  a  /aC-headed  steel  shot,  but  it  was  a  very  long 
time  before  the  ordnance  authorities  found  out  that  the  efficiency  of  the  projectile 
itself  was  not  in  ihejlai  front,  but  in  the  material  of  which  it  was  made. 

Question.  As  an  engineer,  what  bearing,  in  your  mind,  have  these  experi- 
ments on  the  iron-clad  question  ? 

Answer.  To  condemn  broadside  iron-clads  for  general  naval  purposes. 

Question.  Why? 

Answer.  Without  going  into  any  of  their  other  deficiencies,  I  will  simply 
state  that,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  it  is  impossible  to  build  them  of  any 
practicable  and  manageable  size  which  can  sustain  armor  of  the  thickness  required 
to  keep  out  shot  from  modei-n  ordnance  now  in  service.  The  English  iron-plate 
committee  have,  I  believe,  virtually  reported  this. 

Question.  Are  you  familiar  with  what  has  been  done  in  England  in  construct- 
ing powerful  ordnance  for  iron-clad  warfare  1 

Answer.  Yes ;  it  has  been  chiefly  in  fabricating  wrought-iron  guns  on  what 
19  termed  the  Armstrong  coil  system,  which  consists  in  shrinking  successive 
cylinders,  made  of  long  bars  of  ii-on  coiled'  spirally  and  welded  over  each  other. 

Question.  How  will  our  ordnance  designed  for  the  same  service  compare  with 
theirs? 

Answer,  English  ordnance  for  this  duty  is  still  in  the  experimental  stage  ;  no 
guns  which  wiJI  cempare  with  ours  have  been  introduced  into  service.  We 
have  plenty  of  I5-iticli  guns,  mounted  and  used  in  tuiTets  in  battle,  which  are 
permitted  by  tlie  Ordnance  Manual  to  be  fired  with  sixty  pounds  of  powder  and 
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gnlid  allot  against  iroa-dads;  no  bi-oadside  iron-clad  yet  designed  can  resist  tliis  . 
guu.  The  only  gau  in  England  proposed  for  service,  which  will  compare  with 
it  for  this  purpoae,  ie  the  experimental  13j-inch  Armstrong,  which  ia  not  yet, 
I  believe,  regarded  as  a  success,  Mr.  Fox,  I  believe,  insisted  on  the  introduction 
of  the  IS-inch;  without  it  our  turrets  would  be  toothless.  My  present  standard 
of  perfection  for  a  gun  for  irou-clad  warfare  is  a  piece  of  15-inch  calibre,  with 
strength  sufficient  to  stand  with  safety  one  hundred  pounds  of  eannou  powder 
and  a  solid  spherical  shot  of  steel.  I  consider  an  impregnable  vessel,  with 
the  speed  of  about  fourteen  knots,  mounting  one  or  two  such  guns,  capable  of 
being  trained  to  any  point  of  the  horizon — in  other  words,  mounted  on  a  swift 
monitor — to  be  a  match  for  the  whole  iron-clad  fleet  of  England,  for  they  must 
either  get  out  of  the  way  or  be  sunk  seriatim. 

Question.  Tou  have  stated  that  the  monitor  system  salves  the  problem,  &c. 
Will  you  state  your  reasons  for  this  opinion^ 

Answer.  It  is  the  system  which  permits  of  the  maxitsMm  thickness  with  the 
mitiimum  capacity  of  vessel;  not  only  are  the  guns  protected,  but  the  hull  from 
one  end  to  the  otLer  is  covered  with  armor,  and  the  propeller  and  rudder  are 
also  completely  protected.  It  permits  of  Uie  use  and  perfect  control  of  the 
heaviest  ordnance  which  can  be  fabricated.  It  is  the  only  system  which  ia  alike 
applicable  to  light-draught  vessels  for  service  in  shoal  water,  as  well  as  the  very 
largest  class  with  very  heavy  armor  and  armament. 

Question.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  constraction,  impregnability,  and  ord- 
nance power  of  the  heavy  turret  iron-clads  built  and  building  by  the  government  t 

Answer,  I  am. 

Question.  In  your  opinion,  as  engines  of  war,  how  do  they  compare  with  the 
iron-clads  built  and  huOdiug  in  England? 

Answer.  With  the  exception  of  two  or  three  badly  designed  turret  ships  the 
English  have  simply  rang  the  changes  on  broadside  iron-clads.  They  are  now 
convinced  that  the  plan  at  first  adopted  of  merely  protecting  the  central  portion 
of  the  vessel  and  the  water-line  is  erroneous.  The  Warrior,  according  to  the 
London  Mechanics'  Magazine,  is  now  to  be  lengthened  in  three  places,  so  that  she 
can  carry  armor  over  the  entire  length.  I  should  think  this  was  a  vu'tual  condem- 
nation of  the  new  semi-protected  iron-clads  of  Mr.  Eeed,  the  chief  constmctor 
of  the  navy,  from  which  so  much  was  expected.  They  cannot  carry  armor  of 
the  whole  length.  Cmteris  paribus,  the  area  to  be  covered  with  aimor  varies 
as  the  aquare,  while  the  displacement  or  the  capacity  to  carry  it  variea  as  the 
cube  of  the  lineal  dimensions;  hence  the  necessity  for  very  large  irou-clada  built 
on  the  English  plans. 

The  following  ia  a  list  of  the  iron-clads  built  and  building  for  the  English 
navy: 
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Witliout  stating  anytbiug  further  than  that  they  are  penetrahle  from  one  end 
to  the  other,  and  carry  no  ordnance  which  can  penetrate  our  heavy  monitors, 
while  the  monitors  have  guns  which  can  easily  penetrate  them,  I  think  the  infei'- 
Mice  is  safe  that  they  are  no  match  for  oar  vessels. 

Queatioji,  Will  you  state  the  fnnction  of  the  overhangs,  so-called,  of  the  mon 
itors ;  whether  you  consider  it  an  element  of  weakness,  and  whether  any  of  thi 
vessels  have  exhihif  ed  signs  of  weakness  in  this  pai't ;  whether  it  has  been  im 
proved  since  the  ori^nal  Monitor,  and  whether  it  can  be  still  farther  improved  ? 

Answer.  The  overhang  is  a  projection  of  the  hull,  both  at  the  bow  and  stem. 
At  the  how  it  permits  of  taking*in  the  anchor  under  fire;  at  the  stern  it 
pletely  protects  those  important  parta,  the  propeller  and  rudder.  The  armor 
also  forms  a  projection  on  the  sides,  which  prevents  the  vessels  from  rolling,  and 
adds  immensely  to  the  longitudinal  sti-ength  from  the  peculiar  manner  it  is 
attached  to  the  hull  proper.  As  the  models  have  been  made  somewhat  finer, 
the  stern  overhangs  have  been  made  smaller  since  tlie  first  Monitor.  I  do  not 
believe  the  overhang  of  the  first  Monitor  was  ruptured.  None  of  tie  Monitors 
which  have  succeeded  her  have  exhibited  any  signs  of  wealtnese  in  this  part. 
I  think  that  no  further  improvement  is  essential.  The  Dictator,  Oaaonicus, 
Monadnoek,  and  Kalamazoo  classes  have  only  the  aft  overhang ;  tlie  armor  pro- 
jection at  the  sides  was  partially  abandoned  in  the  Canonieus  class,  and  wholly 
so  in  the  Houaduock  class.  I  thick  this  to  be  a  mistake ;  one  of  the  most  expe- 
rienced ofiicers  in  iron-clads  has  informed  me  that  tho  increased  rolling  is  a 
serious  objection. 

Question.  Could  the  Navy  Department,  on  any  other  than  the  monitor  system, 
have  constructed  an  efficient  iron-clad  fleets 

Answer,  They  could  not.  If  broadside  u'on-clads  had  been  adopted,  in  order 
to  compete  with  those  which  foreign  powers  were  producing,  they  must  at  least 
have  been  their  equals  in  size,  &c,,  for  it  is  easily  demonstrable  they,  the  con- 
ditions, could  not  be  met  with  smaller  proportions.  It  would  have  cost  us  more 
money  and  three  times  as  much  time  to  have  built  a  Warrior  and  Black  Prince 
than  it  did  to  construct  both  the  Passaic  and  Canonieus  classes,  and  they  would 
have  been  to  na  worse  than  useless  vessels.  The  rapid  fire  of  broadside  vessels 
is,  of  course,  in  many  cases,  necessary  in  silencing  forts,  and,  I  believe,  they 
have  always  been  on  hand  when  required  during  the  present  war. 

Question.  What  rate  of  speed  have  you  seen  one  of  the  Passaic  and  Canonieus 
classes  of  monitors  attain? 

Answer,  1  have  seen  the  Montauk,  one  of  tho  Passaic  class,  steam  but  a  trifle 
short  of  8J  knots ;  this  was  on  a  trip  from  New  York  to  Hampton  roads.  She 
was  in  good  trim,  her  bottom  clean,  and  the  steam  machinery  in  good  order,  I 
have  seen  the  Canonieus  steam  nearly  nine  knots,  but,  from  the  great  steam 
power  of  this  class,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that,  with  a  few  not  very  expensive 
or  extensive  alterations  to  the  motive  laaebinery,  about  ten  knots  could  ba 
readily  attained. 

Question.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  part  the  monitors  performed  in  the 
naval  battle  in  Mobile  bay  1 

Answer.  They  certainly  performed  a  very  important  part  at  that  battle;  the 
result,  without  their  presence,  to  say  the  least,  would  have  been  very  doubtful. 
The  iron-clads  consisted  of  the  Manhattan  and  Tecumseh,  of  the  Canonieus 
class,  armed  with  15-inch  guns,  and  the  Chickasaw  and  Winnebago,  light  Mis- 
sissippi monitors.  The  Tecumseh  was  sunk  by  a  torpedo,  and,  therefore,  did 
not  participate  in  the  fight.  The  iron-clads  took  a  position  between  the  wooden 
ships  and  Fort  Morgan,  for  the.  purpose  of  keeping  down  its  fire,  as  well,  I  sup- 
pose, as  to  partially  protect  the  wooden  vessels  by  being  placed  between  them 
and  the  fort.  When  the  Tennessee  started  from  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Morgan, 
for  the  fleet,  she  paid  no  attention  to  the  monitors,  but  to  keep  out  of  their  way 
if  anything,  but  made  for  the  wooden  ships.     She  was  severely  rammed  by  the 
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teayy  wooden  vessels  striking  at  higli  speed,  and  received  their  fire  with  but 
trifling  injuvy,  while,  in  return,  she  inflicted  severe  injury  with  her  guns.  If  the 
ram  had  been  equipped  with  large  smooth-bores,  throwing  spherical  shells  with 
time  fuzea,  inst^d  of  the  unreliable  riSe  shells  from  the  comparatively  small- 
bore rifles  with  which  she  was  armed,  the  damage  to  the  wooden  vessels  wonld 
have  beea  still  greater.  If  Lieutenant  Commander  Perkins,  of  the  monitor 
Chickasaw,  who  hammered  away  at  the  Tennessee's  stern  at  Hose  quarters,  had 
been  possessed  of  the  Manhattan's  turret,  with  the  15-incb  guns,  the  Tennessee 
cottld  scarcely  hare  held  out  ten  minutes  after  be  cjime  within  iron-clad  range. 
The  loss  in  killed  and  wonnded  in  this  battlfe  was,  I  think,  S19,  exclusive  of 
those  lost  on  the  Tecumseh ;  no  one  was  injured  on  the  monitors.  I  understand 
that  the  rebel  officers  taken  prisoners  said  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  d — d 
monitoi-3  tbey  would  have  sunk  eveiy  wooden  ship  in  the  bay. 


AsTOR  House,  New  Tobk,  December  28,  1864. 
George  W.  Holloway  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  chairman : 

Question.  Please  state  yonr  position  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

Answer.  I  am  acting  first  assistant  engineer  in  the  United  States  irnvy.  I 
am  stationed  on  board  the  United  States  steamer  Casco,  now  lying  at  the  navy 
yard  in  Brooklyn. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  connected  with  that  steamer  1 

Answer.  Ever  since  the  Slst  of  October,  1864, 

Question.  This  Casco  is  what-  is  called  a  light-draught  steamer,  one  of  the 
twenty  that  were  ordered  to  be  built  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir, 

Qaestion.  By  whom  was  she  hnilt  ? 

Answer.  By  the  Atlantic  Works. 

Question.  What  is  her  draught  % 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  seven  feet  five  inches. 

Qaestion.  That  is  when  she  has  her  complement  on  board  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  that  was  her  dmught  when  leaving  Boston  ;  wo  had  hut 
fifty  tone  of  coal  on  board  and  nearly  all  onr  ordnance. 

Question.  Were  you  on  board  of  her  from  Boston  hei-e,  acting  as  engineer] 

Question.  How  far  was  she  above  the  water-line,  or  out  of  water,  when  she 

Answer.  She  appeared,  when  she  was  under  headway,  to  draw  more  water  at 
the  slera  than  she  did  when  her  engines  were  started,  or  when  lying  at  anchor. 

Question.  Describe  how  she  worked  on  the  passage,  and  what  were  her  sea- 
going qualities,  as  you  discovered  on  that  voyage. 

Answer.  She  worked  veiy  well  all  the  way.  We  worked  the  engines  mod- 
erately, they  being  new ;  we  worked  them  up  so  as  not  to  allow  the  crank-pin 
to  heat  too  much,  because  we  had  a  steamer  in  tow,  and  thought  there  was  no 
need  of  running  any  risk.  We  run  her  as  fast  as  we  could  without  heating  the 
crank- pin. 

Question.  Was  she  towed  from  Boston  ? 

Answer,  She  was  towed  by  the  steamer  Pierson. 

Question.  What  speed  does  she  make  by  herself] 

Answer.  I  am  not  able  to  say  what  speed  she  can  make.  I  have  never  been 
on  a  trial  trip  when  the  log  has  been  held,  to  know  what  speed  she  would  make. 
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I  went  down  tte  river,  and  lintl  a  trial  trip  previous  to  that,  but  I  nerer  ascer- 
tained her  speed. 

Question.  ¥ou  say  her  eagine  worked  well ;  how  was  it  about  tlie  power  of 
the  engine  ?  Did  you  put  ou  pretty  much  all  the  power  without  straining  the 
bottom  of  the  boat  1 

Answer.  At  the  trial  trip  previous  to  leaving  Boston  aho  worked  very  well  at 
sixty  turns,  Aa  soon  as  we  came  to  run  a  speed  of  about  sixty-five  or  seventy 
tnms  there  appeared  to  be  a  very  great  deal  of  vibration  in  the  bottom. 

Question.  What  did  yon.  infer  from  that  1  that  the  bottom  was  not  stout 
enough  to  bear  the  power  of  llie  engine  at  high  speed  1 

Answer.  I  did  not  consider  that  the  bottom  was  stiff  enough  to  run  the  en- 
gine faster  than  sixty-five  turns  unless  necessity  rec[uired  it. 

Question.  "What  speed  do  you  suppose  she  would  make  by  such  an  effort 
from  the  engine  as  would  be  safe  1 

Answer.  I  suppose  there  can  be  got  five  knots  out  of  her  safely  without 
doing  any  injury. 

Question,  Would  she  make  as  much  head  if  she  was  loaded  down,  or  when 
she  had  more  load  on,  with  the  same  power  1 

Answer.  I  think  it  would  retai'd  the  speed.  The  overhang  at  the  stern  ap- 
pears to  form  a  very  strong  eddy  by  being  down.  She  appears  to  liaul  a  great 
deal  of  tide-water  when  she  is  down. 

Question.  What  is  that  occasioned  by  i 

Answer,  It  is  occasioned  by  not  having  clearance  in  the  overhang — hanging 
in  the  water  so  much. 

Question.  Cannot  that  be  remedied  t 

Answer.  It  could  be  remedied  by  the  vessel  being  higher  out  of  the  water. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  her  a  safe  boat  to  navigate  from  harbor  to  harbor 
along  the  coast? 

Answer.  By  herself?  No,  sir.     I  should  not  think  she  was,  by  my  experience. 

Question,  How  is  it  about  leaking  on  the  voyage  1     Did  you  discover  1 

Answer.  The  leakage  appeared  to  be  in  the  iron  work  on  top.  It  appeai-s 
that  there  has  been  no  cement  put  between  the  layers  of  the  sheets,  and  the 
water  runs  right  through  and  finds  its  way  down  into  the  hold  below. 

Question.  Was  she  under  water  so  as  to  occasion  that  when  she  came  along  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  seveiul  times. 

Question.  How  was  it  when  you  came  around  Point  Judith,  where  there  was 
anything  of  a  sea  ?     Did  it  make  over  her  1 

Answer,  We  had  no  sea  that  you  could  call  a  sea;  but  what  there  was  ap- 
peared to  wash  right  over  her,  and  that  is  the  time  she  would  leak — when  she 
would  be  buried  in  the  water. 

Question.  When  she  had  a  full  complement  of  naval  stoves,  fit  for  sea,  she 
would  lie  still  deeper  in  the  water,  would  she  not  1 

Answer.  Yea,  sir,  certainly. 

Question.  Wliat  would  she  do  on  our  rivers,  or  against  a  strong  tide? 
Would  she  make  much  headway? 

Answer.  You  could  not  get  a  great  deal  of  speed  out  of  her  against  a  very 
heavy  current. 

Question.  I  suppose  you  had  nothing  to  do  with  her  construction? 

Answer.  No,  su'. 

Question.  Nor  the  alterations  of  the  plans  in  the  course  of  construction  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Odell : 
Question.  You  were  assigned  to  her,  after  she  was  completed,  as  working 
engineer  t 

Answer.  Y'"es,  sir. 
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Question.  ITave  you  anything  further  to  state  oa  this  subject ! 

AriBwer.  There  is  one  other  statement.  I  should  consider  that  she  would  he 
lafe  to  be  towed  from  one  harbor  to  another,  provided  she  was  braced  properly 
B  her  bottom ;  ejie  appears  to  have  no  Btvength  at  all  in  her  bottom. 

Question,  Can  she  go  with  her  own  engine  without  being  towed  ? 

Answer,  Tou  could  not  get  speed  enough  to  stem  a  heavy  gale  of  wind. 


By  the  chairman : 

Question.  Please  state  the  relation  you  hold  to  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

Answer.  I  am  acting  master,  in  command  of  the  steamer  Casco.  I  have  been 
connected  with  that  steamer  since  November  22,  1864. 

Question.  Was  she  fully  completed  when  you  had  connexion  with  her  first  1 

Answer.  She  was,  as  far  as  the  contractors  were  concerned  j  the  men  at  the 
yard  were  doing  some  work  on  her. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  contract  by  which  she  was  built  t 

Answer.  None  at  all, 

Question.  You  came  around  with  her  from  Boston  to  New  York  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Describe  what  you  observed  with  regard  to  her  seaworthiness,  and 
all  you  noticed  about  her. 

Answer.  In  our  passage  from  Boston  to  New  York  we  had  a  very  smooth 
sea  nearly  the  whole  of  the  way,  and  she  was  quite  buoyant  for  a  vessel  of  her 
kind.  In  coming  around  Point  Judith,  where  there  was  something  of  a  chopper — 
not  a  heavy  sea,  a  short  sea — the  water  came  over  her  so  as  to  go  down  her 
hatchways,  consequently  she  leaked  through  the  deck  considerably ;  and  in 
coming  into  the  sound,  past  little  Gful!  island,  it  was  i-uggod,  and  she  took  se^ 
over  in  the  same  manner  and  made  considerable  water.  Her  hawse-pipes  for- 
ward are  very  bad,  very  leaky,  and  the  leak  is  there  now. 

Question.  What  load  did  she  have  on  board  when  yon  came  around  1 

Answer.  She  had  when  leaving  Boston  probably  135  tons,  including  all. 

Question.  How  much  more  would  be  on  her  when  fitted  for  a  cruise  or  voyage, 
with  a  full  complement  of  men,  munitions,  of  war  on  board,  provisions,  &c.  1 

Answer.  About  fifty  tons  more. 

Question.  What  amount  of  water  did  she  draw  on  her  way  around  as  she 
was  then  loaded  ? 

Answer.  Seven  feet  five  inches. 

Question.  How  much  more  would  it  have  sunk  her  to  have  had  a  full  com- 
plement on  board,  as  you  have  just  stated  1 

Answer.  Very  little.  I  have  not  calculated  the  displacement  of  water — say 
one  and  a  half  or  two  inches. 

Question.  How  much  was  she  out  of  water  when  she  was  loaded  in  the  way 
you  brought  her  aroimd? 

Answer.  She  was  above  the  water  seven  inches  aft — one  foot  three  and  a  half 
inches  midships,  and  one  foot  five  and  a  half  forwai'd. 

Question.  She  had  a  turret  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  That  had  been  taken  otf  ^ 

Answer.  It  had  either  been  taken  off  or  was  never  put  on.  There  was  no 
indication  of  its  having  been  pat  on. 

Question.  She  was  intended  for  a  turret? 

Answer.  She  was. 
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Qaestion.  You  understood  liei'  to  be  one  of  the  twenty  light- SraiigLt  moni- 
tors of  the  same  model  t 

Answer.  Tea,  air. 

Question.  So  far  aa  yon  know,  were  they  all  alike  7 

Anawer.  So  far  aa  I  know,  they  are.  There  is  another  one  at  the  yard  in 
Charlestown — the  Ohbno. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  trial  by  which  you  could  satisfy  youraelf  what 
speed  she  would  make  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  We  put  into  Newport  harbor  oa  account  of  the  fog,  and 
when  it  cleared  away  1  got  under  way  without  the  steamer  in  tow,  and  going 
out  on  the  smooth  water  with  some  sixty  revolutions,  she  made,  as  near  as  I 
could  judge,  about  five  or  five  and  a  half  knots.  I  did  not  heave  a  log,  because 
we  were  going  only  a  short  distance. 

Question.  Could  she  have  mady  her  way  through  the  rough  water  without  the 
aid  of  the  steajner  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  she  could  have  made  her  way  through.  I  do  not  think 
there  was  any  current  to  interfere  with  her. 

Question.  What  effect  did  the  little  sea  that  you  observed  have  upon  her? 

Answer.  But  very  little.  In  coming  around  Point  Judith  I  could  perceive 
that  she  rolled  some,  and  there  was  a  little  rise  and  fall  to  her  bows. 

Question.  What  inference  did  you  draw  from  that — that  she  was  weak? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it  was  not  rough  enough  to  try  her. 

Question.  If  she  will  not  make  over  five  miles  an  hour,  would  she  be  useful 
on  any  of  our  rivers  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  should  think  not,  if  there  is  much  current.     She  would 
make  about  five  knots  at  the  present  time ;  in  the  course  of  a  few  mouths  she 
will  not  be  able  to  make  that. 
ByMr.  Odelh 

Question.  Why  not? 

Answer.  On  account  of  her  bottom  fouling.     I  am  unacquainted  with  iron 
Teasels,  and  don't  know  how  soon  they  foui. 
By  the  chmrman : 

Question,  Do  you  underatand  that  they  foul  rjuicker  than  wooden  bottoms? 

Answer.  Very  much  quicker. 

Qaestion.  If  she  would  not  be  able  to  navigate  our  rivers,  for  what  useful 
war  purpose  coald  she  be  put  to  without  the  turret  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  except  for  some  harbor  defence.  She  is  very  long — 
225  feet — and  in  a  narrow  river  it  would  be  difficult  to  turn  her  around,  or  to 
work  her,  except  to  go  right  ahead.  If  there  were  short  turns  a  vessel  of  that 
kind  would  be  difficult  to  manage. 

Question.  Her  men,  of  course,  would  have  no  protection  from  attacks  from 
the  banks  of  the  river,  seeing  she  carries  no  turret? 

Answer.  Not  the  slightest ;  not  in  working  her  gun. 

Question.  If  she  would  he  of  no  use  for  this  purpose,  would  she  be  good  for 
a  torpedo  vessel? 

Answer.  That  would  depend  upon  whether  it  was  a  uaiTOW  river.  If  there 
was  plenty  of  sea  room  for  her  to  work  in,  I  do  not  know  but  she  would.  I 
am  unacquainted  with  the  toi-pedo  business,  and  hardly  know  what  kind  of 
vessel  would  be  required.  She  works  very  slowly.  I  suppose  for  a  torpedo 
vessel  yott  would  require  one  to  work  fast.     She  is  heavy  and  moves  slowly. 

Question.  You  say  she  might  possibly  be  used  for  harbor  defence;  how  could 
yon  use  her  to  defend  a  hai-bor? 

Answer.  When  yon  are  not  near  enough  for  sharpshooters  to  operate.    A 
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dozen  sTiarpshooteiB,  in  coming  up  one  of  those  rivers,  would  pick  off  every 
ouo  of  the  guttuerB.     She  might  do  on  our  wide  rivers,  where  there  is  little 

Question.  For  what  is  called  light-draught  steamers,  do  they  not  draw  too 
much  wafer? 

Answer.  I  should  thiok  they  did — seven  feet  five  inches. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  they  came  to  draw  more  than  six  and  a  half 
feet  of  water  1 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  except  it  is  the  weight  of  iron  that  is  put  on. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  ship-building  ? 

Answer.  No,  air. 

Qnestion.  How  fer  is  she  seaworthy  ? 

Answer.  I  hardly  like  to  give  an  opinion  in  regard  to  her  seaworthiness.  I 
do  not  feel  confident. 

Question.  It  is  an  opinion,  of  course  1 

Answer.  This  is  the  first  one  I  have  ever  been  iu. 

Question.  Yon  have  been  in  her  further  than  anybody  else,  and  you  are  an 
old  seaman  1 

Anewer,  I  find  that  all  my  old  seamanship  was  nearly  thrown  away  on  one 
of  these  vessels. 

Question.  Would  she  be  safe  to  go  without  being  towed,  coastwise,  from 
harbor  to  harbor,  in  yonr  judgment  ? 

Answer,  I  should  think  not.  I  should  think  if  her  engines  should  be  dis- 
abled there  would  be  no  chance  to  save  her.  She  has  no  other  pi-opelling  power, 
and  there  is  no  opportunity  for  rigging  any. 

By  Mr.  Odell : 

Qnestion.  Did  you  have  your  water  on  board? 

Answer.  We  condensed  our  water. 

Qnestion.  Do  you  know  of  anything  important  that  we  have  not  inquired 
about  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  more  than  what  they  are  doing  now,  or  try- 
ing to  do,  here  at  the  yard  with  hei' — putting  a  screen  around  the  pilot-house 
and  fitting  her  iron  pipes.  I  pi-eaume  it  will  be  a  hard  matter  ta  make  her 
decks  tight  without  taking  up  the  iron  plating. 


Mr,  W.  W.  W.  Wood  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Odoll : 

Question.  What  is  yonr  connexion  with  the  navy  ? 

Answer.  I  am  a  chief  engineer  in  the  navy,  and  have  been  for  the  last  twenty 
years,  and  am  now  general  inspector  of  all  machinery  being  constructed  for  the 
navy  under  Kear-Admii'al  Gregory,  general  superintendent. 

Question.  State  what  you  know  of  the  facts  connected  with  the  building  of 
these  twenty  vessels,  and  whether  they  have  met  the  intention  in  their  con- 
struction. 

Answer.  It  wa.s  the  intention  of  the  department  to  construct  these  light- 
draught  vessels  to  draw  about  six  feet  for  the  purpose  of  placing  turrets  on  hoard 
of  them,  making  them,  in  fact,  turreted,  ligbt-draught  monitors,  after  the  plan  of 
Captain  Ericsson;  they  wei-e  designed  to  carry  one  turret  with  two  guns,  and 
to  be  propelled  by  two  screws,  and  were  intended  for  service  on  our  coast,  bays, 
and  rivers.  The  design,  I  think,  included  a  water  compartment  aronnd  them  for 
the  purpose  of  admitting  water  and  sinking  them  down  several  inches  ;  and  in 
view  of  relieving  them,  in  the  event  of  their  getting  aground,  very  rapidly,  hav- 
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ing  an  immense  pumping  power  for  the  purpose  of  discliarging  the  water  from 
these  reservoirs.  That  plan  was  rather  novel,  and  had  not  oeeu  adopted  in  caae 
of  other  vessels  of  the  monitor  type. 

Mr.  Stiraers  made  the  deaigns  of  the  vessels  aod  had  the  superiatendence  of 
them  up  to  the  time  of  the  completion  of  the  Chimo.  That  vessel  was  ready 
for  service  and  was  found  to  draw  rather  more  water  than  waM  intended ;  the 
department  then  relieved  him  from  that  duty  and  placed  the  whole  thing  under 
the  snpervision  of  Captain  Ericsson,  Bear-Admiral  Gregory,  and  myself. 
In  the  mean  time  the  different  commanders  of  the  sijuadron  south  were  very 
desirous  of  getting  some  vessels  around  with  torpedoes  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting,the  wooden  fleets  from  the  attacks  of  the  rebel  ii-on-clads.  And  it  was 
then  determined  to  convert  six  of  these  veaaels,  almost  completed,  into 
torpedo  vessels,  retaining  the  impregnahle  pilot-house,  placing  one  11-iueh  gun 
forward,  making  some  modifications  and  changes  in  relation  to  the  screws,  cut- 
ting out  the  overhang  at  the  stern  underneath,  giving  greater  clearance  for  the 
exit  of  the  water  abaft  the  screws,  by  which  greater  speed  would  he  obtained, 
lightening  them  as  much  as  possible  by  removing  the  heavy  condensing  appa- 
ratus at  the  stern,  and  sending  them  south  for  the  use  of  the  commanders,  and 
for  the  service  of  the  department  by  them.  The  others  it  was  decided  to  raise 
twenty-two  inches,  to  retain  the  turrets  and  strengthen  the  bottoms  by  placing 
in  additional  ci'oas-flooring,  cutting  away  the  raft  at  the  stern  and  the  overhang, 
so  as  to  give  them  easier  angles  of  clearance ;  to  adopt  screws  of  nine  feet  instead 
of  twelve  feet,  aa  originally  intended,  so  as  to  secure  greater  speed  and  strength, 
and  at  the  same  time  retain  all  the  impregnability  of  the  structure  first  contem- 
plated. The  change  inraising  them  would  probably  produce  some  fiveor  six  inches 
greater  draught,  with  the  additional  height  of  twenty-two  inches.  So  far  as  the 
machinery  is  concerned  they  have  immense  boiler  power,  and  the  object  was  to 
obtain  greater  speed  by  working  up  the  engine  at  higher  velocity  with  screws 
of  diminished  pitch — which  changes  have  been  very  nearly  completed  in  nearly 
the  whole  of  them  at  this  time.  One  of  them  will  be  launched  on  Saturday  next 
(December  31,)  as  I  understood  this  morning,  and  these  will  be  very  soon  com- 
pleted.    Others  will  follow  in  rapid  succession. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  Mr.  Stimers  had  the  designing  of  the 
whole  of  these  twenty  steamers  1 

Answer.  The  details  of  tlie  design  were  made  by  him,  so  far  as  I  know,  (for 
the  whole  of  them.)  from  a  plan  first  submitted  by  Captain  Ericsson,  but  very 
materially  changed  by  him  in  the  final  execution  of  the  work. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  his  being  relieved ;  you  mean  from  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  whole  of  them  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  department  removed  him. 

Question.  Are  you  aware  of  the  reasons  of  his  being  removed  1 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  never  heard  any  reasons  assigned  for  it ;  I  was  simply 
ordered  to  assume  the  duties  incident  to  the  general  inspection  of  the  whole 
work  under  contract  for  the  department. 

Question.  As  a  practical  engineer,  and  one  acquainted  with  the  intentions  and 
designs  of  the  government  in  the  use  of  these  vessels,  were  they  what  the  gov- 
ernment intended  1 

Answer.  I  think  that  they  drew  moi-e  water  than  the  government  originally 
intended ;  in  other  respects,  I  do  not  know  sufficient  of  the  designs  of  tlie  depait- 
nient  to  give  an  opinion. 

Question.  As  they  were  launched  on  the  original  design,  were  they  fit  for  the 
use  intended  and  designed  by  the  government  1 

Answer.  They  drew  too  much  water  to  be  as  useful  as  the  government  prob- 
ably intended. 

Quyation.  How  much  water  did  they  draw  with  the  turret  on^ 
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Answer.  It  varied  in  the  different  vessels ;  I  will  be  able  to  give  you  that  to- 

Question.  We  want  only  a  general  idea. 

Answer.  Only  one  of  them  was  thoroiiglily  equipped  for  sea,  and  I  think 
that  the  top  of  her  armor  was  probably  some  three  inches  under  the  water  at  the 
extremity,  aft. 

Question.  Ton  mean  to  say  that,  with  the  turret  on,  a  part  of  the  vessel  was 
submerged  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  extremity,  aft. 

Question.  Do  you  know  about  the  cost  of  the  vessels — the  original  contract? 

Answer.  I  should  prefer  to  bring  the  exact  figures  to-morrow  ;  I  believe  it 
was  8395,000. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  about  the  cost  of  the  alterations,  say,  on  the 
six  which  are  now  intended  for  torpedo  boats  1 

Answer.  We  are  receiving  the  bills  for  them  now ;  the  exact  amount  has  not 
yet  been  determined.  Inspectors  were  placed  at  the  different  establishments  to 
keep  a  record  of  the  time  of  the  mechanics  employed,  and  the  material,  that  an 
account  might  be  rendered  when  completed.  These  hills  have  not  yet  come  in 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  enable  me  to  know  the  cost  of  the  changes.  It  will  vary 
in  the  different  vessels  in  proportion  to  the  work  required.  Some  of  tbem  were 
further  advanced  thau  others,  and  of  course  the  cost  of  changing,  in  consequence, 
will  be  greater.  The  cost  of  liaising  up  the  vessels  vaiied  from  about  $55,000 
to  $80,000  each,  dependent  upon  the  state  of  pi-ogreas  of  the  work  at  the 
time  the  changes  were  decided  to  be  made.  The  work  was  immediately  stopped, 
as  soon  as  this  error  in  the  draught  was  known,  on  all  the  vessels. 

Question.  Will  you  state  what,  in  youj?  judgment,  was  the  fault  in  the  con- 
struction of  these  vessels  ? 

Answei-,  It  was  an  error  in  the  ealculatioa  of  the  displacement ;  the  vessels 
had  not  sufficient  displacement  to  sustain  the  weight  at  six  feet  draught. 

Question.  Is  that  an  error  that  is  necessary  among  scientific  men  ? 

Answer.  It  is  an  error  that  is  very  frequently  made.  I  have  always  found  it 
in  vessels  of  this  kind  ;  it  is  not  admissible  because  these  monitors  are  so  con- 
structed as  to  show  but  very  litile  sniface  above  the  water  as  a  target  to  fire  at; 
and  if  they  go  down  any  deeper,  of  course  it  becomes  a  very  serious  matter. 
One  of  the  difficulties  was,  that  the  material  fm-nished  in  a  great  many  cases  was 
thicker,  and  of  course  weighed  more  than  Mr.  Stimers  estimated.  He  probably 
did  not  make  a  proper  allowance  for  this  variation  in  the  practical  execution  of 
the  work,  and  he  had  very  little  margin  to  work  on. 

Question.  Having  but  little  margin,  was  it  not  important  that  it  shonld  be 
watched  with  great  care  for  the  interest  of  the  government  t 

Ajiswer.  It  was  decidedly  very  important. 

Question.  It  was  a  matter  that  could  have  been  corrected  at  the  time,  could 
it  not  ? 

Answer.  It  could  have  been  corrected  at  the  time. 

Question.  It  was  within  the  control  of  the  conaEmetors  1 

Answer.  It  was  within  the  control  of  the  constructor. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  in  relatioa  to  the  delay  in  the  completion 
of  those  contracts? 

Answer.  At  the  time  these  vessels  were  first  designed,  this  class  of  vessels  had 
never  been  very  thoroughly  tested  under  fire,  or  at  least  not  sufficiently  so  as  to 
develop  all  the  faults  of  design  in  this  type  of  vessels.  As  the  work  progressed 
and  the  faults  were  discoveied,  it  wai  necessary  to  change,  in  very  many  cases, 
the  plans  from  the  onginil  designs,  m  ordei  to  make  them  more  perfect  and 
more  impregnable,  and  that  they  might  Tuswer  more  fully  the  purposes  for 
which  they  were  constructed      bomi  dela>  took  place  on  this  account,  and  from 
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the  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  materialt  -it  th-it  timp      I  hive  heiid  these  rca 
sons  stated  by  some  contractors. 

Question.  So  far  as  you  know,  was  the  delij  tiom  reasons  such  as  contract 
ors  could  overcome? 

Aaswer.  I  do  not  think  that  they  could  be  oveicome  the  iron  miU^  had 
already  as  many  contracts  as  they  could  hll 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  condition  or  tenna  of  the  contract  m 
reference  to  the  time  of  completion  1 

Answer.  I  have  read  the  contract;  I  do  not  new  lememher  exactly  the  time 
specified;  itvaiied. 

Qaestion.  Do  you  consider  that  it  was  possible  for  these  vessels  to  he  built 
within  the  time  prescribed  hy  the  Navy  Dcpaitment  to  the  contractors  tikmg 
the  circnmstances  into  consideration  1 

Answer.  Under  certain  conditions  they  might  have  been  executed  in  thit 
time,  I  think  ;  that  is,  if  they  could  have  obtained  all  thu  materials  and  ^ll  the 
men,  and  thrown  aside  everything  else. 

Question.  Were  those  conditions  within  the  control  of  the  contiictois' 

Answer.  I  should  think  not. 

Question.  Ton  have  referred  to  the  alteration  of  these  boats  for  torpedo  boats 
Are  yon  familiar  with  the  kind  of  torpedo  boat  the  depirtment  are  con'.tiucting  f 

Answer,  Xea,  sir;  I  have  eoastrueted  all  that  they  have  had  cou'^tiueted 

Question.  What  kind  of  boat  have  they  constructed  for  that  purpose  ? 

Answer.  We  constructed  six  small  picket  boats,  about  40  feet  long,  11  feet 
bottom,  to  carry  a  howitzer,  a  crew  of  eleven  men,  with  a  riile  screen  to  protect 
them,  to  make  no  noise,  to  return  the  water  of  condensation  to  the  boilers,  to 
carry  about  eight  days'  fuel,  to  make  a  speed  of  about  ten  miles  an  hour,  and 
carry  a  torpedo.  The  first  one  of  tlieae  boats  constructed  was  the  one  with  which 
Lieutenant  Cushiog  destroyed  the  Albemarle.  I  gave  the  designs  for  the  coc- 
struction  of  the  boat,  the  torpedo,  and  evei'ything  about  it.  They  are  very  re- 
markable little  boats,  I  can  assure  you,  and  they  do  not  cost  over  $5,300  each. 
The  torpedoes  are  entirely  new  in  their  construction,  very  powerful  and  certain 
in  action,  and  are  capable  of  destroying  any  number  of  vessels  in  a  very  short  time. 
By  the  chairroan ; 

Question.  How  long  have  they  been  known  or  invented? 

Answer.  I  have  bad  this  matter  under  consideration  for  about  a  year  and  a 
half,  since  the  advent  of  iron-elad  vessels,  and  no  failure  h^  ever  been  made  in 
any  of  the  experiments. 

Question.  You  have  given  us  a  description  of  the  torpedo  boat  and  its  suc- 
cess; now  please  state  how  these  monitors  can  be  used  for  the  same  purjsose, 
and  what  the  prospect  of  the  usefiilness  of  these  six  boats  is. 

Answer.  My  opinion  is  that  if  these  vessels  were  in  Hampton  roads,  or  in 
the  sounds  at  the  mouth  of  the  Roanoke  river,  or  at  the  entrance  of  Savannah 
river,  or  in  Mobile  bay,  or  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  they  would  be  able  very 
probably  to  destroy  the  rebel  iron-clads,  if  they  should  come  out  to  make  an 
attack  on  our  wooden  fleet.  Greater  speed  would  make  them  very  much  more 
desirable,  but  in  case  of  an  attack  upon  any  of  our  vessels  they  would  be  able  to 
reach  and  to  destroy  the  enemy's  vessels  without  doubt. 

Question.  Would  they  be  as  aei'viceahle  as  the  torpedo  boats  yon  have  just 
described  for  that  pui-pose? 

Answer.  These  small  picket  steamers  to  which  these  torpedoes  have  been  at- 
tached are  very  valuable  vessels.  The  iron-clads  are  fortified  with  armor,  and 
the  probability  is  that  they  would  stand  a  very  much  better  ehaace  of  not  being 
sunk  hy  the  enemy's  shot  than  what  the  smaller  vessels  would.  But  a  torpedo  ves- 
sel proper  has  been  constructed,  and  is  now  in  the  James  river — the  Spuyteu 
Devil,  fonnerly  the  Sti'omboli.  Her  crew  ai'c  not  exposed  at  all;  they  work  by 
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a.  3team  engine  beneath  tie  -water-line,  and  it  is  so  arranged  that  the  torpedoes 
cam  he  discharged  every  four  minutes  probably.  She  is  also  armed  with  shell, 
and  worked  by  some  apparatus  to  i-emove  obstractionB,  and  to  be  fired  at  any 
practicable  depth  of  water.  The  vessel  is  now  lying  at  Dutch  gap,  in  advance 
of  the  fleet. 

By  Mr.  Odell : 

Question,  Did  you  state  the  costi 

Answer.  Ko,  sir;  I  suppose  her  cost  will  not  vary  far  from  $110,000  ;  she  is 
aimor-plated  to  a  considerable  extent. 

Question.  The  first  cost  of  the  monitors  was  $395,000,  as  estimated,  and  the 
change  from  their  original  intention  to  torpedo  boats  will  add  very  materially  to 
that  sum.     How  much? 

Answer.  I  should  judge  it  would  vary  from  $50,000  to  $60,000  each  ;  prob- 
ably not  so  much.     I  have  not  examined  the  accounts. 

Question.  Is  there  any  advantage  in  these  boats  for  torpedo  purposes,  to  eom- 

Sensate  for  the  great  disparity  between  these  torpedo  boats  proper  you  have 
escribed  and  the  cost  of  these  boats  after  the  pattern  we  are  examining  into  1 
Answer.  My  own  impression  has  been  that  time  was  the  object,  and  to  place 
these  vessels  in  service  so  that  the  country  might  receive  the  benefit  of  them — 
that  this  was  the  most  advantageona  thing  that  could  be  done  at  the  time.  These 
vessels  could  be  converted  in  very  much  shorter  time  than  other  v^sels  of  that 
class  cotdd  be  built,  costing  less  money. 

Question.  Could  not  you  have  built  boats  after  the  pattern  of  the  Spnyten 
Devil  quicker  than  these  alterations  have  been  made? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  In  regard  to  the  class  of  light-draught  torpedo  boats,  are  they  jto- 
vided  ivith  any  armament? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  are  designed  to  carry  one  ll-inch  gua  forward. 
Question.  What  protection  will  the  men  have,  the  tun-et  being  removed,  in 
working  the  gun? 

Answer.  The  same  protection  that  all  our  wooden  vessels  have.  The  wooden 
bulwark  don't  amount  to  anything;  in  fact  I  consider  that  the  men  are  safer  on 
these  iron-clads  alongside  a  11-ineh  gun,  than  with  a  light  wooden  bulwark  such 
as  they  have  on  the  wooden  vessels.  In  one  case  ynu  have  the  danger  from  splin- 
tera,  and  in  the  other  you  have  not,  and  the  probability  is  that  the  torpedo  ves- 
sel, in  going  into  action,  would  shell  all  the  Danks  of  the  river  and  drive  away 
all  the  sharpshooters  at  a  great  distance,  so  that  they  could  not  approach  at  all. 
I  presume  no  prudent  commander,  in  going  np  a  river  or  approaching  an  ambush, 
would  fell  to  do  so.  That  matter  was  all  considered  in  making  the  alteration. 
Question,  You  have  referred  to  the  alteration  of  the  other  fourteen  monitors 
by  raising  them  twenty-two  inches;  please  give  us  the  intention  and  probable 
effect  of  that  alteration. 

Answer.  The  alteration  involved  in  raising  up  these  vessels  is  simply  to  make 
them  serviceable  veaeels;  to  increase  their  strength  and  retain  the  turrets. 
They  would  then  be  very  serviceable  as  monitors,  drawing  about  7j  feet  of 
water.  That  is  the  only  change  that  could  be  made  under  the  circumstances  to 
remedy  the  fault  of  construction. 

Question.  The  change  fe  a  necessity  growing  out  of  the  failure  in  the  original 
constniction  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  consequence  of  the  error  of  displacement. 
Question.  To  what  use  can  these  vessels  be  put  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  will  be  serviceable  vessels  for  harbor  defence  in  our 
bays  and  sounds. 

Question.  What  speed  will  you  be  able  to  get  out  of  them  1 

Answer.  I  think  we  shall  get  from  6  to  7  knots  an  hour  out  of  them.     In  the 
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ift  waa  not  cut  away  at  the  stern,  aa  will  lie  the  case  with 
overhang  waa  cut  out  underneath,  in  order  to  get  a  freer 
exit  of  tie  water  pasaing  from  the  screw.  The  Ohimo  was  reported  to  have 
made  5  knots  with  60  revolutiona,  as  well  ae  I  remember ;  these  engines  will  be 
worked  up  to  90  or  100  revolutions  ;  they  have  boiler  power  snfEeient  to  pro- 
duce that  speed.  The  bottoms  of  them  are  reported  to  spring,  but  that  is  the 
case,  more  or  less,  with  all  irou  structures.  The  stanchions  which  are  placed 
on  the  floors  underneath  the  deck  will  counteract  that  vibration  to  a  veiy  con- 
siderable extent. 

By  the  chairman : 

Question.  State  how  far  these  monitors  have  progressed  towards  completion. 

Answer.  Some  of  them  will  be  completed  in  probably  six  or  eight  weeks  from 
this  time. 

Question,  What  expense  cotild  we  save  in  abandoning  any  portion  of  them  ? 
Are  they  all  very  forward  1 

Answer.  Oh,  yes,  sir ;  they  are  too  far  advanced  ;  there  are  no  changes  you 
could  make  in  tliem  to  save  expense  if  you  determine  to  complete  the  vessels. 
Captwn  Ericsson,  Admiral  Grregory,  and  myself  have  had  this  matter  under 
consideration  for  some  time  past,  and  we  have  deteimiued  to  complete  them  and 
make  them  as  ef&eient  aa  possible  with  the  least  amount  of  expenditure. 

Question.  Tou  would  not  consider  them  of  any  value  in  their  original  state, 
before  being  raised  for  any  war  purpose,  would  you  ? 

Answer.  They  might  lie  in  our  harboi-s  and  use  their  turrets,  with  their 
draught  of  water;  hut  for  ail  the  purposea  of  navigation  and  moving  about  I 
should  consider  that  they  would  have  been  inefficient. 

Question.  Where  is  Mr,  Stimers  now  1 

Answer.  On  board  the  Wabash,  as  chief  engineer,  now  oif  Wilmington, 
Noith  Carolina. 
By  Mr.  Odell : 

Question.  Please  state  about  the  disproportion  of  the  boiler  to  the  cylinder. 

Answer.  The  boilers  are  very  largely  in  excess  of  'the  power  required  for 
cylinders  of  that  capacity;  that  adds  to  the  weight. 

Question.  Is  the  propelling  power  of  these  vessels  a  failure,  or  is  the  failure 
in  the  construction  of  the  hulls  1 

Answer.  They  are  a  failure  so  far  as  the  dimensions  of  the  steam  cylinder  is 
concerned,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  bo  lerp  wer  The  1  oilei-^aiecapaHe 
of  supplying  a  greater  amount  of  power  than  can  be  trai  ■^m  tted  by  engines  of 
the  dimensiona  placed  on  board. 

Question.  Why  did  they  make  that  disproportion  letween  the  boiler  and  the 
engines  to  be  propelled  ? 

Answer.  In  the  first  place  there  were  a  number  of  engines  pliced  on  board 
for  various  purposes,  that  were  to  be  supplied  with  steam  which  would  render 
a  large  boiler  power  absolutely  necesaarj  but  the  cylinders  constituted  the 
motive  power  of  the  vessels,  and  they  weie  I  conaider  madequate  I  piesume 
the  constructing  engineer  thought  they  weieentirely  sufficient  for  the  purpose 
They  were  not  so,  however,  in  my  judgment. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  the  original  plan  submitted  of  the  light-draught 
monitors  designed  by  Mr.  Ericsson  t 

Answer.  1  have. 

Question.  In  your  judgment  as  an  engineer,  which  plan  was  preferable,  or 
most  likely  to  accomplish  the  object^ 

Answer,  My  opinion  is,  that  the  plan  submitted  by  Captain  Ericsson  was 
decidedly  preferable  to  the  one  ultimately  adopted.  They  could  have  been  buili 
in  mach  less  time  and  at  much  less  expense,  and  therefore  would  have  fulfilled  all 
the  essential  objects  of  the  department  in  the  construction  of  those  vessels. 
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Question.  Tou  say  that  the  boiler  in.  this  engine  was  la  excess  of  the  cylin- 
der and.  stroke  of  the  engine  ;  about  how  much  larger  ahouid  the  cylinder  and 
how  much  longer  should  the  stroke  have  been,  to  have  beea  in  harmony  with 
the  power  of  the  boiler  1 

Answer.  I  should  have  placed  in  them  at  least  from  40  to  50  per  cent,  more 
power. 

Qnestion.  How  mucb  would  that  have  added  to  the  pi-opelling  power  of  the 
engine  1 

Answer,  It  would  have  been  in  the  same  ratio. 


John  ElilcasoN  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  chaiiman : 
Question.  In  what  relation  do  you  stand  towards  the  twenty  monitors  ordered 
to  he  built  by  the  Navy  Department,  and  afterwards  built  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Mr.  Stimers  t 

Answer.  I  liave  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  those  twenty  monitors,  directly 
or  indirectly. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  about  those  monitors — whether  they  are 
effective  or  otherwise,  and  whether  or  not  they  are  in  accordance  with  your 
first  plans  I     State  a\\  that  you  think  material  upon  the  aobject. 

Answer.  It  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  commence  where  the  department 
desired  me  to  plan  a  light-draught  vessel  for  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributai'ies. 
In  the  latter  paii  of  August,  1862,  Mr.  Fox  called  at  my  oiEce  in  this  city  and 
told  me  it  was  very  desirable  to  have  vessels  of  a  very  light  draught  for  the 
Mississippi  and  the  other  rivers,  and  he  desired  me  to  make  some  plan, 
hnt  his  condition  was  four  feet  draught  of  water.  I  told  him  that  could  not  be 
done ;  that  it  was  neeessaiy  to  have  six  feet  draught  to  make  a  boat  impreguable. 
He  left  me.  I  commenced  reflecting  upon  the  subject.  Let  me  state  that  this  was 
an  unofficial,  private  conversation,  and  perhaps  it  is  proper  for  me  to  say  now 
that  the  whole  of  my  services  in  connexion  with  the  government  have  been 
Tolimtary,  and  the  communications  with  me  have  nearly  all  been  unofEeial.  I 
have  received  no  compensation  for  my  labors  ;  neveji  asked  any.  My  profes- 
sional emoluments  make  me  independent  of  that,  and  what  I  have  done  has 
been  from  motives  of  patriotism,  and  with  very  great  pleasure.  Having  reflected 
upon  the  subject,  I  found  there  were  so  many  difficulties  in  it  that  I  must  give 
it  up,  and  for  three  weeks  I  did  not  act.  Mr.  Stimers  then  infonned  me  that 
Mr,  Fox  had  written  to  him  a  letter  saying  that  he  must  not  give  up  the  light- 
draught  vessels,  and  that  I  was  the  only  man  that  could  plan  them.  I  then 
took  np  the  subject  again,  and  by  the  9th  day  of  October,  1862,  I  had  my 
plans  and  specifications  ready,  and  sent  them  on  that  day  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy.  He  did  not  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  them,  but  I  heard  thi-ough 
Mr.  Stimers,  informally,  that  they  were  received. 

The  plan  of  light-draught  monitor  which  I  forwai-ded  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment was  not  intended  as  a  working  plan,  yet  it  defined  with  clearness  and  pre- 
cision the  general  principle  and  the  mode  of  building  the  vessel,  engines,  boiler, 
and  propellers.  It  was  understood  by  the  Navy  Department  that  I  had  not 
time  to  attend  to  thedetaO  of  calculations  and  planning.  Accordingly  the  work 
was  confided  to  Chief  Engineer  Stimers, 

Several  months  elapsed.  I  heard  nothing  on  the  subject.  I  expected  in 
the  mean  time  that  an  advertisement  would  appear  in  the  papers  for  building 
vessels  according  to  the  plans  I  had  sent  in.  Nothing  having  been  done,  Mr. 
Stimers  called  on  me  one  day  in  December  and  said  that  he  had  i-eturned  from 
Washington,  where  he  had  received  inetnictions  to  make  out/  plans  ofl  tjiese 


LIGHT-DEAUGHT  MOSITORS.  69 

light-draught  vessels  founded  wpon  my  original  plan  that  I  had  sent  in  ;  bat, 
much  tti  my  surprise,  he  did  not  come  for  advice  or  inatruction,  but  only  to  tell 
me  what  he  was  going  to  do,  thereby  giving  me  to  nnderatand  that  he  had 
received  fuU  authority  to  act.  I  had  been,  and  I  am  now,  under  the  impression 
that  the  department  intended  that  he  should  do  nothing  without  conaulting  mo. 
Mr.  Fox  said,  at  that  first  conversation,  he  was  desirous  of  having  the  vessels 
bttilt  in  three  months.  My  mind,  therefore,  was  directed  to  great  simplicity  in 
the  conatraction  of  these  vessels.  We  had  no  iron  and  no  rolling  mills  j  they 
were  all  occupied  ;  it  was  therefore  a  necessary  point  to  dispense  with  the  use 
of  iron  as  much  as  possible.  On  the  Mississippi  we  Lad  no  workmen  that 
could  do  this;  for,  let  me  stat«  emphatically,  I  planned  these  vessels  for  the 
Mississippi  aad  its  tributaries.  I  conceived  the  idea  of  bnilding  a  plain,  oval 
tauk  with  a  flat  bottom  and  upright  sides,  that  could  be  done  in  an  ordinary  , 
establishment  in  forty  days.  Aronnd  this  I  attached  a  raft  made  of  timber,  the 
idea  being  to  give  stability  and  impregnability  to  this  wooden  raft.  Wood  is 
plenty  out  west;  iron  and  workmen  they  have  none.  I  saw  no  difficulty,  and 
would  have  entered  into  a  contract  to  furnish  such  a  vessel  in  ninety  days,  if 
built  Epon  this  simple  plan.  The  eagine  itself  I  proposed  to  be  on  the  simplest 
high-pi-esBure  principle,  employing  patterns  and  casting  such  as  they  were  in 
the  habit  of  using  oat  west,  ao  as  not  to  loae  time  by  planning  and  making 
patterns. 

Having  atated  this,  I  will  now  proceed  to  tell  you  of  my  interview  with  Mr. 
Stimers.  You  see  that  the  leading  featui-e  of  my  plan,  in  order  to  meet  the 
difficulties  of  the  day,  was  simplicity  as  well  as  impregn^ility.  Here  is  a  copy 
of  the  plan  I  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  {Exhibits  a  plan.)  For  this 
I  never  got  any  acknowledgment,  excepting  indirectly.  Mr.  Stimers  told  mo 
that  Ohief  Engineer  Isherwood  objected  to  my  boiler  because  it  was  of  low 
evaporating  power,  and  he  had  devised  two  boilera.  that  wquld  extend  across  the 
entire  vessel,  built  in  a  very  different  manner  from  the  simple  boilera  that  I  had 
planned.  I  objected  strongly  tu  that  at  once,  and  told  him  if  they  made  such 
boilera,  standing  side-by-side,  it  would  he  impossible  to  brace  the  vessel  so  as 
to  make  it  sufficiently  strong,  I  argued  this  point  at  considerable  length  with 
him,  but  he  did  not  yield  the  point;  he  thought  the  kind  of  boiler  that  Mr. 
Isherwood  had  devised  was  the  beat  He  next  informed  me  that  he  was  going 
to  put  in  engines  of  only  twenty-two  inches  diameter,  and  thirty  inches  stroke. 
I  told  him  that  that  was  utterly  insufficient — that  that  power  would  not  be 
enough  to  propel  so  big  a  vessel.  He  farther  stated  to  me  that  he  was  going 
to  place  these  engines  fore  and  aft  in  the  vessel,  using  bevel  gear  to  drive  the 
propellers,  I  remonstrated  against  it,  and  told  him  it  would  not  answer.  When 
he  left  me  he  did  not  say  that  he  would  not  use  such  engines,  nor  did  he  say 
that  he  would.  He  further  atated  to  me  that  the  propellers,  as  I  had  arranged 
them,  were  objected  to;  that  they  should  be  placed  side-by-side,  instead  of  one 
after  the  other.  Then  he  left  my  office  and,  I  believe,  went  to  work  to  plan  a 
vessel  on  this  general  principle,  (showing  the  drawing,)  but  with  the  modifica- 
tions that  I  have  atated.  I  heard  nothing  further,  though  I  knew  he  was  plan- 
ning the  vessels,  and  had  several  engineers  assisting  him.  His  office  was  next 
door  to  mine.  I  was  never  invited  to  enter  that  office;  nor  would  I  have  en- 
tered it,  as  far  as  that  goes,  because  my  plan  was  deviated  from.  The  pltmninjf 
went  on  for  a  very  long  time.  I  was  consulted  only  as  to  certain  arrangements 
about  the  turrets,  not  in  relation  to  the  vessels,  the  hulls,  the  engines,  or  t!ie 
boilers.  At  last  his  plans  were  ready,  and  I  am  informed  that  he  went  to 
Washington  with  them.  A  few  days  after  he  returned  to  New  York  again. 
He  called  on  me  and  told  me  that  he  was  going  to  introduce  a  series  of  water 
tanks,  or  water  compartments,  all  round  the  vessel.  That  involved  an  entire 
change  of  the  whole  system,  which  I  objected  to,  stating  that  the  d"" 
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the  draught  of  water  that  eould  he  ohtained  by  these  tanks  was  not  worth 
having — it  would  be  only  a  few  inches.  He  proceeded  with  a  new  set  of  plans 
upon  this  new  system,  and  at  last  got  his  plans  ready  and  went  to  Washington 
with  them,  withoat  ever  exhibiting  them  to  me,  or  consulting  or  advising  with 
me.  The  plans  were  shown  to  the  contiaetors,  I  am  informed,  and  they  regu- 
lated their  prices  according  to  the  woik  'ipeeifieil,  which  plana  I  had  disapproved 
and  utterly  repudiated. 

But  let  me  state  here  that  I  have  reason  to  b  lievc  that  the  dpp^rtmeut  was 
then  under  the  impression  that  Mi  Stimei^  had  c  u^ulted  with  me  I  had 
several  private  letters  from  Mr.  Fox  that  indicatpd  that  lie  supp  nd  that  Mi 
Stimere  had  consiilted  me  in  relation  to  the  detaih  It  was  a  dehuate  ^abieet 
for  me  to  meddle  with,  I  could  not  object  to  it  because  n  direct  infoimiti  n 
had  been  asked;  I  had  simply  advised  the  eugineei  str  ngly  against  whit  he 

!Now,  when  these  plans  were  ultimately  sent  in  anl  pre  ented  to  the  con 
tractors,  I  received  a  letter  that  brought  out  the  fact  tl  at  Mi  Stimeis  h<id  n  t 
acted  according  to  my  advice.  80  I  supposed  at  that  time  that  the  depart 
ment  were  aware  that  he  had  deviated  from  my  plans,  01,  lather,  that  he  had 
not  taken  my  advice  in  what  he  was  doing.  The  contractors  were  then  in 
Washington.  Mr.  Stimere  was  looked  upon  by  the  department  as  a  very  effi- 
cient, skilful  engineer.  I  myself  believed  him  to  be  so,  and  I  did  something 
to  impress  that  idea  on  the  department.  It  was  not  tUl  he  had  made  all  these 
plans  that  I  discovered  that  he  was  not  a  planner.  Though  he  is  an  engineer 
of  good  general  knowledge,  and  very  efficient  in  many  things,  he  is  not  a  man 
who  has  the  ability  to  plan. 

I  believe  now  that  I  have  stated  everything  tliat  relates  to  the  original  con- 
ception of  these  vessels — what  I  did  propose  to  build — and  I  will  now  show 
you  the  plan  of  that  which  has  been  built,  but  which  I  again  repudiate  as  uot 
being  at  all  in  accordance  with  my  oiiginal  plan. 

Question.  What  do  you 'suppose  the  cost  of  a  vessel  constructed  on  your  plan 
would  have  been? 

Answer.  The  question  was  put  to  me  whether  I  would  build  a  vessel  on  my 
original  plan,  and  at  what  price.  I  said  1  would  construct  vessels  on  my  own 
plan,  and  I  gave  the  department  the  price,  $375,000  each.  The  department 
thought  that,  in  view  of  the  simplicity  of  my  mode  of  building,  it  was  too  high. 
80  my  offer  was  rejected,  and  offers  were  accepted  to  bnild  the  vessels  on  Mr. 
Stimers's  plans — for  I  call  them  his  plans.  In  the  mean  time  prices  had  ad- 
vanced and  iron  was  difficult  to  be  had ;  the  rolling  mills  had  nearly  doubled 
their  prices.  This  (exhibiting  the  plan  of  the  present  monitora)  is  the  second 
plan  that  Mr.  Stimers  produced  and  carried  to  Washington,  and  which  was  car- 
ried into  execution. 

Question.  How  does  it  differ  from  your  plan,  and  wherein  do  you  regard  this 
as  defective? 

Answer.  The  great  difference  is  this:  that  instead  of  having  a  simple  tank, 
surrounded  or  bedded  in  a  wooden  raft,  this  is  a  double  vessel,  very  compli- 
cated to  build,  heavy,  expensive,  and  full  of  braces.  It  is  very  difficult  to  ex- 
haust the  water  out  of  these  tanks.  A  system  of  piping  had  to  be  carried  around 
the  entire  vessel.  Powerful  pumps  had  to  be  applied  to  these  pipes  in  order  to 
exhaust  the  tanks  of  water  after  they  had  been  filled.  The  change  involved 
great  additional  weight,  great  expense,  and  took  three  if  not  four  times  the 
length  of  time  to  build  as  the  simple  plan  which  I  proposed.  I  have  stated  that 
the  tanks  were  useless  because  they  contained  so  little  water,  that  when  you 
pumped  them  out,  if  the  vessel  could  have  carried  the  weight  which  they  ex- 
pected, it  would  not  have  changed  the  draught  of  water  more  than  six  inches. 
Let  me  state  in*this  connexion  that  in  my  original  plan  of  a  woodon  raft,  which 
makes  the  ship  so  strong,  I  attached  it  directly  to  the  vessel's  aides,  whereas  in 
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this  new  plan  there  ia  a  tank  intervening  between  the  two,  ao  that  the  wooden 
raft  had  to  be  atta«hecl  to  the  tank  itaelf.     I  have  before  stated  that  I  o" " 


to  the  boiler  that  Mr.'Stimera  put  in,  and  that  the  engines  were  too  small  to  do 
the  work,  but  Mr.  Stimera  aaid  that  Mr,  Isheiwood  insisted  on  having  engines  of 
only  eighteen  inches  in  diameter,  and  Mr,  Stimers  says  he  got  them  up  to 
tweuty-two  inehea.  The  tun-et  was  arranged  very  nearly  in  accordance  with 
my  principle  and  my  instructions.  The  draughtsman  came  and  took  my  in- 
structions in  relation  to  many  parts  about  the  turret.  I  have  stated  that  the 
propellers  were  diiferently  placed  from  my  original  plan,  and  that  I  objected  to 
the  change.  Here  let  me  tsay  that  these  arguments  and  these  objections  I  made 
to  Mr.  Stimers,  and  that  I  never  had  oceaaion  to  make  the  atatementa  to  the  de- 
partment. In  consequence  of  introducing  the  tanks  the  raft  was  diminished;  it 
was  not  so  impregnable  as  on  the  original  plan.  I  place  these  deviations  at  the 
door  of  Mr,  Stimers,  for  he  had  power  to  do  anything,  the  department  supposing 
he  was  working  upon  the  genersJ  plan  which  I  had  submitted. 

Question.  For  what  purpose  were  these  tanks  of  water  provided  in  the  ves- 
sels designed  by  Mr,  Stimers  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  that  I  can  find  any  reason  for. 

Question.  Were  they  anything  hut  an  incumbrance  to  the  ship?  Oonld  they 
have  been  of  any  use  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  if  the  ship  had  been  eufSciently  buoyant,  and  they  could  have 
contained  water,  enough.  It  is  certfunly  a  good  feature  that  when  you  do  not 
know  the  depth  of  the  river,  and  you  go  along  eantionsly,  and  yet  find  yourself 
on  a  bar,  by  pumping  out  the  tanks  you  are  relieved  and  go  ahead.  But  I  pre- 
fer to  get  a  sounding  apparatus  on  board  and  to  take  the  depth  as  yon  go  along. 
Practical  officers  of  the  navy,  however,  applauded  the  idea.  Admiral  Smith,  I 
know,  was  very  much  in  iavor  of  it. 

Question.  Were  not  these  water-tanks  entirely  abandoned  by  the  eoniniis- 
aionera  who  were  conanlted  aa  to  what  could  be  done  with  these  vessels  after- 
wards, when  it  was  determined  to  raise  them? 

Anawer,  Decidedly;  they  not  only  abandoned  the  tanks,  but  took  out  the 
pipea,  pnraps,  and  everything  that  added  to  the  weight  of  the  vessel,  aa  the  only 
meana  of  raising  her  up. 

Question.  Ton  advised  a  more  powerfiil  engine  than  Mr,  Stimera  inaiated 
upon  having.     What  kind  of  engine  did  you  adviae? 

Answer.  Two  amal!  inclined  engines  of  thirty  inches  diameter,  operating  di- 
rectly upon  the  screw  shaft. 

Question.  How  much  more  powei-ful  would  your  engiuea  have  been  than  Mr. 
Stimers'a! 

Anawer.  About  ninety  per  centum — nearly  twice  as  powei'ful.  The  boilera 
put  in  were  disproportioned  to  the  size  of  the  cylinders — nearly  twice  aa  power- 
ful aa  they  ought  to  have  been.  That  loads  the  vessel  down,  and  that  is  what 
we  are  laboring  imder  now. 

Question.  Could  you  have  constructed  these  vessels  on  your  original  plan  at 
the  price  you  stated  to  the  department  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  nnqneationably.  I  named  a  price  that  yielded  a  profit,  or  I 
would  not  have  advised  my  friends  to  enter  into  it. 

Question.  What  will  be  the  cost  of  raising  np  these  monitora  twenty-two  inches, 
in  your  judgment  ? 

Answer.  I  made  a  rough  estimate  under  the  present  high  prices,  and  told  the 
depMtment  I  thought  it  would  cost  about  #100,000  each  vessel ;  but  it  appears 
that  they  have  got  it  done  for  leas. 

Qnestion.  Will  that  cure  the  original  defects  in  the  construction  of  the  vessel 
of  which  you  spoke? 

Answer.  It  will  not.  It  is  the  best  that  can  be  done.  The  vessels  are  all 
too  far  advanced  to  admit  of  any  radical  change. 

,  Google 
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Question.  Ton  understood  tliese  vesaela  to  have  h 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries, 
they  are  improved  by  building  them  up,  be  useM  for  that  purpose  ? 

Answer.  Yes;  they  should  be  efficient  river  vessels. 

Question.  Will  they  not  draw  too  much  water  ? 

Answer.  A  great  many  of  our  western  rivers  will  admit  them.  It  will  enable 
us  to  hold  all  ^e  principal  places  if  we  have  these  turreted  vessels  going,  1 
would  say  here  that  I  look  upon  them  as  a  great  iroprovement  upon  the  western 
iron-clads. 

Question.  You  think  they  can  be  made  efficient  vessels  for  the  navigation  of 
our  rivers  ? 

Answer.  Decidedly. 

Question.  Would  they  he  seagoing  vessels  in  their  improved  state? 

Answer.  By  no  means;  they  might  go  from  inlet  tfl  inlet;  tliey  were  never 
iatended  for  anything  more. 

Question.  With  their  present  weak  engines  can  they  stem  the  current  of  the 
Missbsippi — say  four  miles  an  hour? 

Answer.  Easily ;  very  readily. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  speed  of  the  one  they  have  con- 
structed, that  was  brought  around  from  Boston — the  Cmco  1 

Answer.  She  ought  to  go  six  sea  miles  easily.  With  the  propellers  as  now 
changed  there  is  less  pitch  given  to  tliem,  so  that  if  they  ran  tire  engines  up  to 
a  higher  speed,  I  will  undertake  to  navigate  that  vessel  six  knols  at  any  time. 
By  removing  the  tnr-rets  we  have  brought  the  vessels  very  nearly  to  the  origi- 
nal draught. 

Question.  What  speed  wordd  your  engine  give  to  your  vessel ! 

Answer.  In  rivers  I  calculated  eight  knots,  or  a  little  more  than  nine  statute 
miles.     That  I  look  upon  as  being  snfBcient  speed  for  such  vessels. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  that  the  monitors  that  you  do  not  raise  up  can 
be  converted  into  torpedo  boats,  so  as  to  be  of  any  essential  service  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  torpedoes  can  be  operated  from  tliem,  but  as  gvmboats  I 
deem  them  to  be  more  important. 

Question.  As  originally  built,  without  the  sides  being  built  up — just  as  Sti- 
mers  built  them,  and  as  the  Casco  was  finished — ai-e  they  of  any  use  for  war 


Answer.  Not  till  the  tmret  was  removed,  because  they  were  under  water  in- 
stead of  above.  Wlien  th£  turret  is  removed  it  is  then  a  very  good  gunboat. 
Thei-e  are  no  such  gunboats  in  any  country  as  they  would  be ;  no  impregnable 
gunboats,  as  these  will  be. 

Question.  There  is  no  protection  for  the  men  ? 

Answer.  They  will  be  shot  down,  as  on  other  boats.  That  is  a  small  objec- 
tion. If  the  gun  is  shot  away  we  put  on  another  gun.  There  being  no  bul- 
warks the  men  are  less  exposed,  because  there  are  no  splintei-s. 

Question.  But  sharpshootei-s  can  take  aim  better  than  when  the  men  are  be- 
hind bulwarks  t 

Answer.  The  guns  they  cany  are  very  powerfiil  11-inch  shell  guns,  and  they 
Trill  be  able  to  clear  the  shores. 

Question.  In  your  judgment,  can  the  Casco  go  from  harbor  to  harbor  without 
being  towed  by  some  other  craft  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  in  fine  weather ;  but  with  strong  head  winds  it  is  better  to  have 
her  towed.  But  all  the  monitors  will  do  better  by  themselves  thau  it  is  sup- 
posed. 

Question.  Do  you  kuow  any  reason  why  the  department  did  not  adopt  your 
plan? 

Answer.  I  believe  the  reason  is  that  the  water-taak  system  was  looked  upon 
RS  a  very  essential  improvement  for  river  boats.     Some  of  our  ablest  men  woro 
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of  that  opinio)].  But  for  that  feature,  I  am  of  Ojjinion,  from  what  I  heard  at 
the  time,  that  they  would  not  have  been  huilt  upon  Mr.  Stimers's  plan.  That 
waa  looked  upon  as  a  considerable  improyement  on  my  system. 

Question.  If  there  is  anything  material  that  you  think  is  essential  for  us  to 
know,  besides  what  yon  Lave  stated,  please  state  it. 

Answer.  By  raising  the  vessel  twenty-two  inches  wc  have  gi-eater  strength 
of  sides,  and  they  are  better  able  to  resist  the  longitudinal  strain  than  before  ; 
and,  barring  the  increased  draught  of  water,  they  would  be  good  and  efficient 
vessels  in  every  way. 

Question.  Have  yon  made  any  material  improvements  upon  the  plan  of  the 
monitors  since  your  first  conception  of  them  1 

Answer.  None  whatever;  but  the  form  of  the  hull  has  more  of  a  sea-going 
character;  instead  of  a  floating  battery,  the  hull  now  looks  like  any  of  the  or- 
dinary ships.     That  is  the  only  change  of  any  account. 

Question.  Are  the  lai^e  monitors,  as  we  call  them,  of  the  Dictator  class, 
built  on  the  same  plan  as  the  original  monitore  t 

Answer.  The  plan  is  essentially  the  same ;  there  is  less  oveihang  at  the  bow ; 
with  that  exception,  it  is  essentially  the  same.  But  the  Dictator  is  a  fine  sea- 
going monitor,  exeeedii^ly  shai-p,  lively  as  a  duyk,  and  steers  in  the  most  per- 
fect manner.  Two  men  can  steer  her  like  a  pilot-boat.  She  turns  around  in 
twice  her  own  length. 


Bear-Admiral  Francis  H.  Gregory  sworo  and  examined. 
By  the  chairman ; 

Question.  In  what  position  do  you  stand  in  regard  to  the  navyl 

Answer.  At  the  breaking  out  of  these  troubles  they  promoted  me  {I  do  not 
call  it  so)  on  the  retired  list.  I  was  an  applicant  for  sea  service ;  I  wanted  it 
very  much.  The  government  thought  proper  to  set  me  to  work  superintending 
the  building  of  vessels  soon  after  1861.  They  built  twenty-three  gunboats 
very  soon,  and  then  came  an  order  giving  me  the  general  superintendence  of  all 
vessels  of  wood  and  iron,  and  all  the  machinery  building  by  contract  outside  of 
the  navy  yard  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard.     I  have  been  at  that  since. 

Question.  Ate_  you  acquainted  with  the  class  of  light-draught  steamers  or- 
dered by  the  department,  twenty  ia  number,  of  which  the  Ohimo  was  one  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  in  regard  to  the  contract  for  their  building! 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  anything  of  the  plan  of  the  vessels  or  the  contracts 
until  they  were  made.  When  a  portion  of  them  were  contracted  for,  I  received 
an  order  stating  that  the  contracts  were  given  out  aad  they  would  be  under  my 


Question,  Who  is  responsible  for  the  draught  and  plan  of  these  monitors  1 

Answer.  I  should  suppose  that  the  Bureau  of  Construction  wotdd  be.  It  has 
been  usual  in  the  service  ever  since  I  was  in  it,  for  fifty-six  years,  to  make  use  of 
all  the  talent  they  have  about  them.  In  old  times  the  board  of  commissioners, 
where  they  had  naval  constructors  at  the  different  stations,  used  to  consult  them 
to  build  a  frigate  or  sloop-of-war.  They  would  call  upon  all  those  people  to 
send  in  plans,  and  have  the  advantage  of  the  experience  and  talent  of  the 
.whole  body. 

Question.  To  whom  did  they  ultimately  intrust  the  superinteadeuce  of  them — 
the  draught  and  specification! 

Answer.  In  all  previous  instances  they  always  came  from  the  Bureau  of 
Constmction  or  from  the  naval  commissioners. 

Question,  What  agency  had  Mr.  Stimers  in  the  construction  of  these  vessels  ? 

MOgk 
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Answer.  He  had  almost  everythmg  to  do  with  it,  I  believe;  because  not 
many  days  after  I  had  received  the  orders  stating  to  me  that  they  were  uuder 
my  general  superintendence,  there  came  an  order  stating,  veiy  laconically,  that 
Mr.  Sttmers  would  have  charge  of  those  vessels  building  on  the  Eriesson  plan, 
and  he  took  the  charge.  I  understood  at  the  time  that  Mr.  Ericsson  was  to  be 
consulted  on  all  occasions.  I  believe  that  was  the  view  and  intention  of  the 
government  at  the  time.  Mr.  Stimers  is  an  ambitious  man,  pretty  talented,  but 
he  had  not  experience,  and  was  led  away  by  his  ambition,  I  suppose.  He  wanted 
to  control  the  whole  thing,  and  he  drew  up  the  plans,  so  far  as  I  know  anything 
about  it ;  because  under  him  was  established  a  large  office,  with  many  of  the 
finest  draughtsmen  in  the  country,  and  they  made  drawings  which  were  passed 
around  to  the  different  conb'aetors.  But  after  some  time  a  letter  was  written 
to  me  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  saying  that  Mr.  Stimers  was  not 
authorized  to  mate  any  deviation  from  any  plans,  contracts,  or  instractions 
that  had  been  given,  without  the  sanction  of  the  department,  or  the  proper 
bureau. 

Question.  What  time  was  that  ? 

Answer.  I  have  got  all  the  dates  at  the  office ;  it  was  some  few  months  after 
they  commenced.  Another  order  came  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  at  that 
time  saying  that  he  was  to  make  no  communications  to  the  contractors,  or  to 
the  bureaus,  or  the  department,  excepting  through  me. 

Question.  Did  ho  go  on  to  do  anything  without  consulting  you  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  he  do  without  your  knowledge  or  consent? 
Answer.  He  went  to  work  making  expensive  alteratioas  in  the  vessels  from 
the  original  plans.  They  had  plans  and  specifications  drawn  up ;  then  he 
would  figure  it  over,  perhaps,  aiid  think  he  could  make  some  improvement ;  so 
he  would  issue  hfe  order  to  change.  After  a  while  a  number  of  contractors 
came  to  me  to  know  how  they  could  get  along — increasing  the  expense,  work 
partly  completed,  new  plan  ordered,  to  tear  it  all  down :  who  is  going  to  pay 
for  this  ?     In  that  way  there  was  a  very  heavy  hill  of  extra  charges  made. 

Questiott,  Did  you  agree  that  the  government  should  be  responsible  for  these 
alterations  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Bureau  of  Constniction  knew  what 
alterations  he  was  making  1 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  believe  they  knew  any  more  than  I  did. 
Question.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  expense  of  these  alterations  and  devia- 
tions from  the  original  plan  1 

Answer.  Oh  yes,  sir;  that  is  a  matter  of  warfare  between  myself  and  the 
contractors  now  settling  up ;  some  of  them  bring  in  bills  of  $50,000  and 
880,000,  hut  we  don't  give  it  to  them.  But  this  was  done  :  When  Mr.  Stimei-s 
was  checked,  then  if  be  wanted  to  make  any  alterations  or  suggestions  he  ad- 
dressed his  letter  to  me,  and  I  would  refer  it  to  the  bureau,  and  invariably  they 
would  write  back,  "  You  will  consult  Mr.  Ericsson,  and  if  be  agrees  to  it,  and 
you  approve  of  it,  it  will  be  done."  In  that  way  a  good  many  iterations  were 
made  by  authority,  supposed  to  be  an  advantage  to  the  vessels. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Ericsson,  in  fact,  consulted  about  these  alterations,  and 
did  he  assent  to  them  ? 

Answer,  Many  of  them  he  did  not  at  all.  We  bad  a  rale  that  when  any 
contractor  made  an  authorized  alteration  that  increased  the  expense,  to  pay 
them  that  bOl  right  off  outside  of  the  contract.  As  soon  as  they  were  done 
they  were  entitled  to  receive  the  pay,  and  I  gave  them  always  the  certificates 
to  get  it.  But  in  some  instances  bills  were  brought  to  me,  and  I  did  not  know 
that  the  alterations  had  been  made. 
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Question,  Have  you  tlie  means  of  forming  any  estimate  of  the  amount  tliat 
will  have  to  be  paid  for  these  alterationa  of  plan  1 

Answer.  It  will  amount  to  soinewhei-e  between  $40,000  and  $50,000  for 

Question.  That  ia  csclusive  of  the  expense  of  building  up  the  twenty-two 
inches  ? 

Answer.  Tcs,  sir ;  tLat  ia  an  appendix  to  the  original  contract.  I  was  aware 
a  long  while  before  any  action  waa  taken  upon  it  that  these  vessels  were  a  fail- 
ure entirely;  that  they  were  not  going  to  float;  they  had  not  displacement 
enough  to  float  ail  that  was  put  into  them. 

Qu^tion.  Did  you  make  that  known  to  Mr.  Stimers  1 

Answer.  Certainly  I  did ;  and  he  showed  me  their  calculations  gone  over 
and  over  again,  and  assured  me  that  Mr.  Ericsson  knew  all  about  it,  and  it  had 
his  approbation,  and  that  the  bureau  air  Washington  understood  it.  I  knew 
better  than  that. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  communicate  your  suapiciona  that  these  vessels  were 
total  failures  to  the  department  t 

Answer.  I  did  to  the  Bureau  of  Oonatraction. 

Question,  Who  was  at  the  head  of  it  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Lenthall ;  I  advised  him  once  by  letter  to  have  an  investigation. 

Question.  About  what  stage  of  the  buiWing  was  that  1 

Answer.  When  they  were  pretty  well  done. 

Question.  You  have  seen  eome  of  these  after  they  wei'c  launched  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  them  iu  every  stage  they  have  been  in.  I  have  them 
under  my  chaise  now. 

Question.  Wnat  do  you  say  of  them?  What  are  tliey  good  for  in  the  con- 
dition in  which  Mr.  Stimera  had  them  finished? 

Answer.  Nothing  at  all — could  not  float.  The  first  one  we  got  afloat  waa 
the  Chimo.  Mr.  Stimers  proposed  to  go  to  Boston  and  take  that  vessel  entirely 
under  his  own  charge,  pledging  himself  to  put  her  to  sea  in  one  month  com- 
pletely equipped,  armed  and  ready  for  service.  I  was  asked  my  opinion  about  that. 
I  said  I  did  not  know  whether  it  could  be  done ;  if  anybody  could  do  it  I  sup- 
posed he  could.  I  was  asked  if  I  recommended  it.  "Yes,"  said  I,  "I  recom- 
mend it,"  and  I  signed  the  paper.  I  was  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  So 
ho  went  on  to  Boston  and  called  about  him  all  the  engineers,  anybody  and  every- 
thing, anyhow  and  in  every  way,  worked  there  night  and  day,  and  got  her  to 
go  on  a  trial  trip.  I  went  there ;  her  stem  was  four  inches  under  water  then ;.  he 
wanted  to  go  to  sea.  But  they  could  do  nothing  with  her,  and  they  all  came 
to  a  stand.  As  soon  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  found  this  out  he  tripped 
Stimers  right  up.  I  think  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  Mr.  Fox  believed  all 
that  while  that  Mr.  Ericsson  was  the  counsellor  throughout ;  but  Mr.  Ericsson 
did  not  know  anything  about  it,  because  when  they  found  that  these  vessels 
were  complete  failm'es,  and  the  department  was  astounded,  I  was  telegraphed 
to  and  went  with  two  of  the  first  engineers  in  the  aervice,  with  Mr.  Ericsson, 
and  there  we  got  at  the  regular  building  plan,  and  Mr.  Ericsson  told  me  that 
was  the  first  time  he  ever  saw  it.  He  spi-ead  it  out,  and  said  he  did  not  think 
a  man  could  be  capable  of  so  much  folly.  Then  we  were  ordered  to  consider 
what  could  be  done  with  them,  and  we  went  into  that  consideration  with  Erics- 
son, Wood,  and  King,  and  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  only  remedy  waa 
to  raise  the  decks.  Some  were  neai'ly  completed ;  others  were  on  the  stocks. 
Then  it  fell  to  me  to  bring  all  this  about.  With  Mr.  Ericsson's  advice  I  called 
together  the  contractors.  They  wanted  this,  that,  and  the  other.  We  pinned 
them  down,  looked  into  the  thing  closely,  and,  according  to  the  condition  that 
each  vessel  was  in,  I^  made  an  agreement  with  them  for  from  $50,000  to 
5590,000.     Some  had  ]Jie  decks  on,  and  it  was  an  immense  work  to  take  them 
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off.  Now  we  have  one  ready  to  bo  kuuclicd  to-morrow.  That  will  Tie  a  fine 
vessel — just  what  they  intended  at  first. 

Question.  Will  she  bo  able  to  ascend  our  rivers  1 

Answer.  Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Qaestion.  How  much  water  will  she  draw? 

Answer.  They  will  draw  about  7  feet — not  more. 

Question.  What  speed  ? 

Answer.  I  eappose  about  7  knots. 

Question.  Do  you  expect  that  with  the  engines  they  have  got  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  have  been  altering  the  form  of  the  stem.  Mr.  Stimers 
had  got  the  propeller  into  a  bos ;  the  wat«r  could  not  get  U>  it  nor  from  it. 
Now  we  have  altered  the  form  of  the  vessel  to  advantage  and  put  in  different 
propellers. 

QReetion.  Do  yon  think  they  will  be  sea-boats  'i 

Answer.  They  never  will  be  very  good  sea-boats;  they  will  be  as  good  as 
any  of  these  monitors ;  they  will  he  a  foot  out  of  water. 

Question.  Will  you  be  able  to  get  them  from  plaee  to  place  without  towing  ? 

Answer.  Oh,  yes,  sir,  I  should  think  so ;  they  have  always  Lad  tow  wher- 
ever they  have  been,  lest  their  machinery  might  give  out. 

Questtoa.  How  about  their  being  finished  in  tbe  time  the  contracts  called  for  1 

Answer.  The  contract  called  for  their  completion  at  a  specified  time,  but  they 
were  not  finished,  and  could  not  have  been. 

Queetion.  What  was  the  reasoni 

Answer.  There  was  more  work  than  they  calculated ;  it  was  a  new  business, 
and  nobody  made  any  right  calculation  at  all.  I  Lave  seen  so  much  of  that 
iron  work,  and  there  was  never  an  instance  in  which  it  was  done.  The  Dicta- 
tor was  to  be  done  in  twelve  months,  and  it  is  not  done  yet.  They  would  have 
forfeited  their  contracte;  they  could  not  have  helped  it. 

Question.  They  are  built  of  green  timber  instead  of  seasoned? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  We  had  a  regular  timber  inspector,  the  best  we  could  get. 
In  some  instances  it  was  represented  that  they  could  not  get  the  timber  that  the 
contract  called  for — that  it  was  not  to  be  Lad — and  the  bureau  in  some  instances 
would  permit  tLem  to  use  that  nearest  to  it,  because  they  wanted  to  get  the 
vessels  out,  I  do  not  know  that  thei-e  was  any  damage  done  to  the  public  on 
that  score;  if  there  was,  I  did  it,  because  they  trusted  that  business  to  me. 

Question.  How  long  will  it  take  now  to  complete  the  remainder  of  thevessels  ? 

Answer.  I  think  we  will  have  tbein  all  out  by  May. 

Question.  How  much  do  you  suppose  it  will  cost  to  complete  them  ? 

Answer.  They  are  to  cost  $35,000,  $60,000,  $70,000,  $80,000,  and  $90,000,  ac- 
cording to  the  state  they  were  in.  That  is  going  to  finish  them,  fit  them  out,  and 
do  everything  to  make  them  complete,  as  the  contract  originally  called  for.  We 
only  give  them  this  money  for  pulling  to  pieces  and  reconstructing.  One  of 
them  is  to  cost  more  than  $90,000 — ^the  Tnnxis.  She  was  the  second  vessel ; 
she  was  fitted  out  right  after  the  Ohimo,  and  we  attempted  to  get  her  out,  but 
we  found  it  would  not  do — she  was  too  deep  in  the  water.  So  we  brought  her 
back  and  made  another  effort  to  finish  her  up ;  mounted  her  guns  and  every- 
thing; but  it  was  found  she  would  not  answer  any  purpose  at  all.  One 
considerable  expense  attending  all  this  is  that  the  bottom  frames  were  so  weak 
that  we  had  to  put  in  additional  floors.  One  of  the  vessels  was  found  so  weak 
on  her  bottom  mat  we  had  to  take  her  to  pieces.  She  is  now  hauled  up  iff 
Philadelphia,  not  by  the  contractor,  but  by  another  party,  under  a  special 
agi'eement  to  be  taken  to  pieces,  her  turret  taken  off,  and  to  be  reconstructed 
and  delivered  to  the  government,  as  she  ought  to  have  been  originally,  with  all 
the  alterations,  for  Sll.'5,000.  Then  there  are  five  of  them  that  are  to  be  made 
into  torpedo  boats.  That  suggestion  came  from  Mr.  Ericsson.  I  was  against 
it.     The  boats  are  skggish  in  their  movements,  225  feet  long,  and  you  cannot 
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get  them  into  nan-ow  waters.  It  is  like  setting  a  trap  for  certain  game ;  if  the 
game  comes  to  it,  very  well.  I  was  ordered  to  make  five  of  them.  After  a 
while  I  thought  Mr.  Ericsson's  gunius  was  going  to  fix  torpedoes  ;  I  had  not 
enongh  of  it,  and  did  not  pretend  to  have.  Come  to  find  out,  he  had  not.  I 
had  fixed  torpedoes  on  the  picket-boats,  and  we  put  them  on.  There  are  three 
of  them  here  now. 

Question.  Is  not  that  torpedo  boat  much  more  cificacious  than  these  can  be 
made? 

Answer.  Certainly. 

Question.  Do  you  or  not  believe  that  it  is  a  useless  expense  to  undertake  to 
turn  any  of  these  into  torpedo  boats  t 

Answer.  It  will  not  be  much  expense  with  these  we  have  got  now,  because  it 
is  all  done  pretty  much. 

Question.  Can  you  use  them  to  any  advantage  at  all  for  that  purpose  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  can  be,  and  I  have  already  represented  that  to 
the  department.  I  said  to  Mr,  Ericsson,  "  Why  not  make  gunboats  of  them  V 
So  he  mounted  an  11-incIi  gun  right  on  the  deck.  I  would  sooner  stand  my 
chance  on  open  decks  than  behind  wooden  bulwarks.  I  have  recommended  to 
the  department  to  make  these  five  stationary  vessels,  where  they  want  to  guai-d 
some  passage.     They  do  not  want  half  the  ci-ew  that  they  wonld  otherwise. 

Question.  But  they  are  totally  inefficient  vessels  for  the  purposes  they  were 
designed  for  ;  you  could  not  do  anything  with  them  % 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  you  could  put  them  to  any  better  nae  than  we  have 
put  them.  The  more  I  looked  into  the  torpedo  business  the  less  I  liked  it.  At 
last  I  proposed  to  Mr.  Ericsson  to  mount  a  pivot-gun,  and  take  the  turret  ofi^, 
and  put  a  pilot-house  on.  1  believe  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Mr.  Fox,  and 
Mr.  Lenthall  thought  everything  was  going  on  very  nicely,  and  that  Mr,  Erics- 
son was  the  adviser  all  along  ;  1  thought  so  till  some  time  before  they  came  to 
the  conclusion  to  the  contrary. 
By  Mr.  Odell : 

Question,  How  could  you  bo  deceived  about  Mr.  Ericsson's  not  having 
advised,  when  you  were  right  here  and  saw  him  every  day  T 

Answer,  All  that  business  was  done  between  him  and  Mr.  Stimers.  Mr. 
Stimers  would  bring  plans  to  me.  I  would  say,  "  Has  that  been  submitted  to 
Mr.  Ericsson  1"  He  wonld  say,  "  Yes."  Then  come  to  find  ont,  Mr.  Stimei-a 
had  probably  gone  and  talked  with  Mr,  Ericsson  on  the  subject,  and  Mr.  Erics- 
son did  not  understand  it,  perhaps,  or  know  anything  about  it.  And  Mr. 
Ericsson  soon  got  out  with  Mr.  Stimers,  and  did  not  pay  much  attention  to 
him.  Bat  many  times  when  Mr.  Stimers  would  make  propositions  to  me  he 
did  it  unwillingly,  because  he  wanted  to  be  supreme  and  go  right  to  head- 
quarters, or  dictate  himself.  When  he  was  compelled  by  the  orders  of  the 
government  to  snhmit  everything  to  me,  I  would  ask  him,  "  Have  you  seen 
Mr.  Ericsson  about  that  ?"  and  he  wonld  say,  "  Yes,  and  he  understands  it," 
or  "  Mr.  Pox  understands  it."  I  would  send  his  lettei's  addressed  to  me  to  the 
bureau,  aiid  the  answer  invariably  was,  "  You  will  advise  with  Mr.  Ericsson  ; 
if  he  concurs,  and  you  approve  of  it,  it  may  he  done." 

Question.-  Is  there  anything  else  that  is  important  in  connexion  with  this 
matter  that  you  wish  to  state  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 


Navy  Departmekt,  January  10,  186S. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th 
ultimo,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  the  following  woi'ds  ; 

Ir.e.b,  Google 


78  LIGHT-DRAUGHT  MONITOES. 

"  Resolved,  That  tlie  OoHimittee  on  the  Oouduct  of  the  War  be  instvucted  to 
inqnire  what  progress  has  heen  made  in  the  constmction  of  the  iron-dad  gun- 
boats contracted  for  in  the  year  1863,  by  whom  the  contract  waa  made  on  the 
part  of  the  government,  who  planned  the  models  of  tlie  same,  and  who  is  re- 
sponsible thei-efor ;  have  any  of  them  been  finished  ?  if  so,  what  was  the  con- 
dition of,  the  vessel  after  she  waa  launched?  are  the  other  vessels  contracted 
for  to  be  boilt  on  a  plan  or  model  similar  to  the  Chimo,  lately  launched  at  Boston  ? 
and  all  information  which  may  be  had  touching  said  gunboats." 

I  am  requested  in  the  letter  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  resolution  to  "  famish 
the  committee,  as  soon  as  convenient,  with  such  information  upon  the  subject- 
matter. of  the  resolution  as  may  be  in  possession  of  the  Navy  Depai-tment." 

I  pi-eawme  that  a  mistake  has  been  made  by  the  committee  or  by  the  Senate 
in  their  iaijuiry  relative  to  the  "  iron-clad  gunboats  contracted  for  in  the  year 
1862."  In  the  spring  and  summer  of  1863  contracts  were  made  for  twenty 
tnrreted  vessels  of  the  monitor  class.  Not  doubting  that  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  and  the  investigations  and  inquiries  of  the  committee  have  reference  to 
those  contracts  and  those  vessels,  my  response  will  be  made  as  if  the  resolution 
read  1863  instead  of  1863,  The  mistake  of  a  year  in  regard  to  the  execution 
of  these  contracts — provided  tliey  are,  as  I  suppose,  those  referred  to — is  impor- 
tant to  the  coutraetors  as  well  as  to  the  department,  and  should  therefore  be 
corrected. 

In  answer  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  which  inquires  "by  whom  the  con- 
tract was  made  on  the  part  of  the  government,"  I  have  to  state  it  was  by  the 
chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  under  advertisement  issued  by  this  depart- 
ment on  the  10th  of  February,  1863,  A  reference  to  the  message  of  the  President 
and  accompanying  documents  of  the  lat  session  of  the  present  Congreas  may 
be  had  for  a  list  of  bidders  and  award  of  contracts  under  direction  of  this 
depai'tment. 

It  is  asked  "  Who  planned  the  models  of  the  same,  and  who  is  responsible 
therefor  1" 

The  general  idea  of  a  light-drangbt  iron-clad  inside  of  a  raft  of  wood  was  ftir- 
nished  by  Captain  John  Ericsson,  of  New  York,  the  distinguished  inventor,  at  the 
request  of  this  department.  The  details  of  the  plan,  and  the  preparation  of  the 
working  drawings,  were  intrusted  to  Ohief  Eng^eer  A.  C.  Stimere,  who  waa 
instrncted  by  the  Bureau  of  Construction  to  consult  with  Captain  Ericsson  and 
take  directions  from  him.     To  that  extent  Ohief  Engineer  Stimers  is  responsible. 

"  Have  any  of  them  been  finished  ?  if  so,  what  was  the  condition  of  the  vessel 
after  she  was  launched  V 

None  of  the  light-draoght  tnrreted  vessels  are  quite  finished.  The  Casco,  con- 
verted into  a  boat  for  reconnoitring  and  torpedo  purposes,  has  recently  made  a 
passage  from  Boston  to  New  Tork.  Complaints  were  made  by  the  officers  of 
discomforts,  ns  complaints  were  formerly  made  of  the  brigs  and  schooners  of  the 
navy,  so  many  of  which,  like  the  Grampus,  Somers,  Porpoise,  and  Bainbiidge, 
have  gone  to  sea  and  never  been  heard  of.  The  Obimo  was  the  first  of  her 
class  which  was  got  into  the  water,  and  led  to  the  discovery  that  due  allowance 
had  not  been  made  for  all  the  weights.  She  floated  on  an  even  keel  only  about 
three  inches  above  the  water,  instead  of  fifteen  as  was  intended  and  expected. 
Several  of  the  same  class  which  have  been  since  launched  have  varied  consider- 
ably from  this,  all  of  them  being  high  out  of  the  water,  notwithstanding  all 
were  made  from  the  same  drawings,  showing  that  there  have  been  variations  in 
model  or  in  the  weight  of  materials  used  in  construction. 

Befoi-e  any  of  this  class  of  vessels  had  been  lannched  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren 
and  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee  had  strenuously  wrged  the  department  to  send 
them  some  monitor-bulls  without  turrets,  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  recon- 
noissaiice  and  as  torpedo  boats.  Five  of  the  h'ght -draughts  moat  advanced  were 
therefore  ordered  to  be  finished  without  the  tiiri'et.    When  relieved  of  this  weight 
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the  necessity  and  expense  of  raising  their  sides,  and  thereby  increasing  their 
capacity,  was  obviated.  The  other  fifteen  were  recommended  to  be  enlarged  by 
building  them  higher,  thus  increasing  their  capacity  about  one  hnndred  and 
thirty  tons,  and  rendering  them  consequently  more  efficient.  Preyionsly  the 
same  plan  was  adopted  in  constructing  and  completing  the  second  batch  of 
monitor  veasels  which  have  just  passed  throngh  the  baptism  of  fire  at  Tort 
Fisher,  and  have  remained  at  anchor  on  that  coast — exposed  as  it  is  in  the 
winter  season — ninety  miles  from  a  harbor,  during  the  most  terrific  gale  of  wind 
ever  experienced,  according  to  the  Wilmington  papers,  and  performing,  as  Rear- 
Admiral  Porter  reports,  to  the  admiration  of  everyoody. 

"  Are  the  other  vessels  contracted  for  to  be  built  on  a  plan  or  model  similar 
to  the  Chimo,  lately  launched  at  Boston?" 

I  have  ah-eady  stated  that  twenty  light-draught  monitors  were  contracted  for 
in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1863.  AD  were  designed  upon  the  monitor  plan, 
which  has  been  so  serviceable,  but  modifications  and  alterations  were  made  of 
five,  omitting  the  turrets  for  specific  purposes  by  special  request  of  naval  officers. 
The  resolution,  in  conclusion,  callg  for  "  all  information  which  may  be  had 
touching  said  gunboats." 

The  necessity  of  light-draught  u-on-clads  to  operate  in  the  bays,  sounds  and 
rivers,  as  well  as  for  defensive  purposes,  was  forced  upon  the  department  at  an 
early  period  of  the  present  struggle.  Not  only  was  the  contest  in  which  we 
were  engaged  peculiar,  but  the  means  and  measures  to  meet  and  suppress  it, 
particularly  those  of  the  navy,  were  novel  and  without  precedent.  Most  of  the 
lines  of  army  communication  were  by  water,  and  the  navy  was  expected  to 
protect  them  and  render  them  secure.  A  brief  experience  and  a  few  engage-  ■ 
menta  made  it  evident  that  light-draught,  unprotected,  wooden  boal«,  with  maga- 
zines, machinery  and  boilers  exposed,  could  be  driven  off  by  field  artillery  be- 
hind earth  works.  Light-draaght  iron-clads  became,  therefore,  an  imperious  ne- 
cessity, and  the  convictions  of  the  department,  and  of  all  indeed  who  gave  the 
subject  intelligent  consideration,  were  irresistibly  in  favor  of  such  vessels;  but 
wo  were  without  models,  and  the  wants  of  the  country  were  pressing.  Neither 
of  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe  had  built  or  attempted  to  build  a  light-draught 
iron-clad.  The  Navy  Depaiiment,  in  this  emergency,  was  compelled  to  feel  its 
way,  without  experience  or  precedent  in  any  quarter  to  guide  it.  Appeals  had 
been  made  in  vain  to  Congress  to  provide  a  proper  establishment  for  the  con- 
struction of  iron  and  armored  vessels,  where  plans  and  models  might  have  been 
developed  and  matured  with  studied  deliberation  and  skill.  When  the  contracts 
for  these  vessels  were  entered  into,  delays  were  inadmissible.  Diificutties  with 
foreign  powers  seemed  imminent,  and,  in  the  absence  of  any  national  establish- 
ment, immediate  contracts  for  the  construction  of  armored  vessels  were  called 
for  on  every  hand.  The  authorities  of  the  States  and  cities  on  the  seaboard 
were  appealing  to  the  department  and  the  government  for  ii-on-clad  vessels  to 
defend  tiieir  harbors  from  the  two  or  three  rovei-s  that  were  then  already  abroad, 
and  great  apprehensions  were  entertained  that  certain  formidable  ships  in  the 
process  of  construction  in  France  and  England  for  the  rebels  would  soon  visit  our 
coast.  Many  who  may  now  be  forward  to  criticise  and  censure  the  enlarged 
and  enei^etie  action  that  was  taken  were  at  that  time  profuse  in  censure  of  the 
department  for  delays  in  not  more  promptly  providing  whatever  vessels  were 
necessary  for  the  service. 

Congress  having  omitted  to  provide  an  establishment  for  the  construction  of 
an  iron  navy  where  this  class  of  ai-moi-ed  vessels  of  light-draught  could  be  con- 
structed, tlie  department  has  been  compelled  to  rely  on  contractors  and  outside 
parties  in  different  sections  of  the  countiy  for  the  work.  The  parties  contracting 
have  generally  exerted  themselves  to  meet  in  good  faith  the  requirements  of  the 
government,  and  it  is  a  subject  of  just  congratulation  that,  in  this  great  emer- 
gency, when  the  department  was  compelled  to  act  without  precedent  to  guide 
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it,  and  when  tte  p^ivernment  liad  omitted  to  furnish  &  saitable  establishment, 
private  enterprise  and  our  skilled  mechanics  have  bo  well  wet  the  difficulties 


Mr.  J,  B.  Eades,  of  St.  Louis,  furnished  the  ligbt-draoght  river  boats  which^have 
been  so  successful  on  the  Mississippi  and  also  in  the  bay  of  Mobile,  Captain 
Ericsson,  the  inventor  of  the  Monitor  class  of  vessels,  furnished  the  idea  which 
is  now  near  practical  consummation.  Although  aa  yet  untried,  these  vessels 
differ  80  little  fi-om  the  original  Monitor  that  there  is  every  reason  to  anticipate 
their  success.  To  predict  otherwise  would  be  presumption,  yet  it  has  been  the 
misfortune  of  the  department  to  encounter  hostility  and  forebodings  of  failure 
with  every  improvement  which  has  been  made  during  the  war,  and  often  from 
those  of  whom  encouragement  and  support  might  reasonably  have  been  ex- 
pected. Some  of  the  best  engineers  and  constructors  in  the  service  of  the 
government,  as  well  as  others,  expressed  their  want  of  confidence  in  the  first 
Monitor,  and  declared  it  would  prove  a  failure;  it  was  represented  that  she 
could  not  float — that  she  would  plunge  to  the  bottom  when  launched,  and  that 
to  send  her  to  Hampton  roads  would  be  recklessne^  amounting  to  crime.  A 
constant  succession  of  struggles  against  prejudice,  ignorance,  and  fixed  habits 
and  opinions,  has  been  the  fate  of  the  department  at  every  step  which  the  ex- 
traordinary exigencies  of  this  war  has  compelled  it  to  take.  While  it  is  not 
difficult  to  criticise  and  point  owt  mistakes  in  a  new  description  of  vessel,  which 
the  change  in  naval  warfare  has  suddenly  called  into  existence,  and  to  suggest 
alterations  and  impi-ovements  on  what  has  already  transpired,  it  is  a  satisfaction 
to  the  department,  which  was  compelled  to  encounter  this  opposilion,  to  know 
that  this  dass  of  vessels,  subjected  at  the  beginning  to  ridicule,  and  gnhsequently 
10  obloquy  and  denunciation,  has  been  successfully  tried  in  battle  and  in 
storm — that  these  vessels  have  equalled  the  expectations  of  the  country  in 
periods  of  peril,  and  are  being  extensively  copied  abroad.  Other  governments 
are  adopting  them,  while  many  of  the  discontented  of  our  own  country  still 
question  the  wisdom  of  building  vessels  of  the  class  which  has  at  a  critical  mo- 
ment rendered  unequalled  service  to  the  Union  and  saved  the  capital  of  the 
nation. 

In  encouraging  contrast  with  the  illiberal  and  prejudiced  opinions  which 
have  opposed  all  improvements,  denounced  them  in  advance  as  failures,  and 
been  dissatisfied  even  with  successful  results,  are  the  observations  and  reflec- 
tions of  the  sagacious  and  sensible  author  of  the  recent  valuable  work  on 
"  English  and  French  Neutrality,"  who,  appreciating  the  difficulties  of  the  de- 
partment, remarks,  at  page  458  of  his  instructive  volume  : 

"  It  is  no  small  proof  of  ability  in  the  management  of  the  navy  that  there 
was  skill  enough  to  provide,  and  independence  enough  to  use,  a  form  of  war- 
ship and  a  kind  of  cannon  before  untried,  but  which  time  and  experience  have 
shown  were  alone,  of  all  ships  and  weapons  then  known,  capable  of  meeting 
the  emergency." 

At  the  present  time  the  call  for  light-draught  iron-clads  comes  &om  every 
squadron  engaged  in  thisstmggle.  Acting  Eeai--Admiral  Lee  says  that  within 
the  limits  of  his  command  there  must  be  a  large  increase  of  light-draught  iron- 
clads. Vice- Admiral  Farragut,  before  he  left  the  scene  of  his  great  exploits, 
asked  for  additional  iron-clads,  especially  those  of  light-draught,  and  declared 
that  the  coast  could  not  he  held  unless  he  had  them.  In  each  of  the  block- 
ading and  river  squadrons  they  are  required. 

Nearly  two  years  have  elapsed  since  any  contracts  have  been  entered  into 
for  this  class  of  vessels,  and  it  is  hoped  the  present  war  is  so  near  its  close  that 
no  further  expenditures  for  additional  ones  will  be  neceaaary  ;  but  should  the 
war  continue  a  year  longer,  more  will  be  wanted. 

My  acknowledgments  are  due  to  the  committee  for  this  opportunity  to  ex- 
press my  views.    I  shall  feel  under  obligations  to  them  or  others,  as  will  the 
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wliole  country,  fov  any  improvemeiita  or  suggestiona  wiicli  they  may  propose 
ill  eoiiaequence  of  their  investigations,  or  for  any  undetected  errors  or  mistakes 
which  they  may  discover,  in  order  that  their  coacluaiona  and  recommendations 
in  this  great  emergency  may  be  brought  to  the  aid  of  the  department  oii  this 
most  interesting  and  important  auhjeet. 

I  ani,  Tery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEOW  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  B.  F.  Waue, 
.    Chairman  of  the  Committee  rm  the  Conduct  of  the  War. 


WASiiiNGTOiM,  January  SI,  1865. 

Captain  G.  V.  Pox,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  chairman  : 

Question.  What  ia  yont  official  poaition? 

Answer.  1  am  Aasietant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Queation.  The  committee  have  been  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  matter  of 
the  construction,  &c.,  of  the  light-draught  monitors,  so  called.  Will  you  state 
to  the  committee  the  objects  and  purposes  for  which  those  monitors  were  con- 
structed ? 

Answer.  They  were  intended  for  in-shore  work  in  rivers,  creeks,  inlets,  and 
bays  where  our  vessels  were  obliged  to  go  in  the  operations  of  the  war ;  such 
aa  defending  the  lines  and  commnnications  of  the  army,  and  for  offensive  oper- 
ations on  the  pai-t  of  the  navy ;  the  whole  southern  country  being  filled  with 
creeks,  very  diffei'ently  from  our  northern  country.  We  cannot  keep  posses- 
sion of  such  places  with  wooden  hoafa.  Light-dranght  wooden  boats  havt 
their  magazines,  machinery,  and  boilers  above  the  water,  and  they  can  be  pre- 
vented entering  into  these  ereeka  ^ij  musketry ;  or  if  not  by  musketry,  by  ar- 
tillery. We  lost  a  great  many  vessels,  men,  and  valuable  officers  in  attempt- 
ing it,  aad  they  finaJly  demanded,  as  it  were,  some  iron  vessels,  which  would 
penetrate  those  rivers  and  creeks,  and  hold  them  against  the  lighter  works 
which  the  enemy  used. 

Question,  Were  those  monitoi-s  eonatrncted  upon  any  new  plan? 

Answer.  They  were  a  copy  of  the  original  Monitor,  witli  the  addition  of  what 
is  called  a  raft  of  wood  around  them  of  three  feet  thick,  for  tlie  purpose  of  pre- 
venting them  from  being  rammed,  penetrated,  and  sunk,  as  many  of  our  vessels 
had  been. 

Question.  What  draught  were  they  intended  to  have  1 

Answer.  From  six  feet  eight  inclies  to  seven  feet.  , 

Question.  Were  they  all  constnicted  upon  the  same  plan? 

Answer,  Precisely,  with  this  difference,  that  when  we  had  contracted  for 
thirteen  of  them  the  fight  at  Charleston  took  place,  which  demonstrated  the 
necessity  of  additions  to  all  the  monitore  to  strengthen  them.  The  contract  for 
the  additional  number,  involving  the  changes  demonstrated  to  be  necessaiy  by 
that  fight,  did  not  involve  any  extra  expense. 

Question.  With  whom  did  you  consult  first  with  reference  to  the  construction 
of  those  monitors  ? 

Answer.  We  consulted  with  the  people  in  our  department.     Mr.  Lenthall  ia 
our  chief  of  construction,  and  he  declaied  it  would  be  impossible  to  make  an 
iron-clad  vessel  for  seven  feet  of  water. 
Part  IV 6 
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Question.  What  draught  of  water  were  they  designed  to  have,  according  to 
contract  ] 

Answer.  From  sis  and  a  half  to  seven  feet — I  think  not  to  exceed  seven  feet. 
I  then  wrote  to  Captain  Ericsson,  inquiring  if  it  was  possible  to  construct  auch 
a  vessel.  At  fii"st  he  thought  it  was  impossible.  It  never  had  been  done  aiiy- 
whei-e  in  the  world.  He  finally  presented  this  plan  of  a  monitor  with  a  wooden 
raft. 

Question.  Bid  he  make  a  proposition  to  the  Navy  Department  as  to  how  he 
would  build  them? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  at  the  reqnest  of  the  department. 

Question.  Who  superintended  the  construction? 

Answer.  We  advertised  for  proposals  on  the  general  plan  of  Captain  Encs- 
son,  modified  and  changed  by  Mr.  Stimers. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  difference  between  the  plan  proposed  by  Cap- 
tain EricBson  and  the  plan  as  modified  by  Mr.  Stimers? 

Answer.  There  was  considerable  difference  in  the  engines  and  machinery. 
Captain  Ericsson's  was  only  a  general  idea,  without  a  plan.  He  is  a  peculiar 
man,  and  he  works  ont  his  plan  as  he  goes  along.  He  tried  that  with  the 
original  Monitor  and  the  Dictator.  At  the  commencement  he  gives  a  general 
idea  of  a  vessel,  and  ae  he  goes  on  he  works  ont  the  details.  Stimera's  plan  is 
an  elaboration  of  Ericsson's. 

Question.  After  the  plan  of  these  monitors  was  first  designed,  was  the  plan 
not  changed  ? 

Answer.  Some  additions  and  extras  were  added. 

Qviestion.  Was  the  department  consulted  from  time  to  time  in  reference  to 
these  alterations  and  changes! 

Answer.  It  seems  that  they  were  not,  though  it  should  have  been  done. 
I  ought  to  state  here,  as  you  want  to  know  why  we  took  Stimera's  plan  in- 
stead of  Encsson'a,  that  Ericsson  gave  a  general  idea  only,  and  Mr.  Stimers, 
who  was  working  in  Captain  Ericsson's  office,  under  his  directions,  and  on  per- 
fectly amicable  terms,  elaborated  his  plan,  and  Mr.  Lenthall  and  Mr.  Isherwood 
preferred  Slimers's  plan  to  Ericsson's.  When  we  advertised  for  proposals  there 
was  only  the  matter  of  ten  thousand  dollars  difference  between  Captain  Erics- 
son's offer  and  Mr,  Stimers's.  Stimers's  plan  was  elaborate  and  full,  and,  in  the 
opinion  of  Lenthall  and  Isberwood,  was  better  than  Captain  Ericsson's. 

Question.  Did  not  one  important  difference  consist  in  tiiis ;  that  one  contem- 
plated water-tanks,  to  be  filled  with  water,  which  could  be  pumped  out,  and  the 
vessels  thereby  lightened  if  they  run  aground  i 

Answer.  That  arrangement  was  adde^  by  Admiral  Smith.  Stimers  did  not 
propose  it.  They  were  put  in  on  Admii-al  Smith's  suggestion.  That  was  a 
very  important  variation  from  the  original  plan,  and  has  involved  a  great  deal 
of  expense  and  trouhle. 

Question.  Did  not  that  add  very  much  to  the  weight  of  the  craft? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  it  complicated  the  question  very  much. 

Question,  Was  the  department  consulted  about  that  variation  before  it  was 
carried  into  effect? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  It  was  approved  or  consented  to  by  Mr.  Lenthall,  who 
was  our  chief  constructor.  He  did  not  think  very  favorably  of  it,  or  very  un- 
favorably of  it;  hot  Admiral  Smith  thought  well  of  it,  and  the  change  was  made 
at  his  suggestion. 

Question.  Did  it  not  involve  a  great  deal  of  machinery,  such  as  pipes, 
pomps,  &e. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  the  additional  expense  has  been  of  the  vaadoos 
changes  which  have  been  made  frem  time  to  time  from  the  original  draught  or 
proposition? 
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Answer.  I  eliould  not  like  to  aay  from  recollection,  as  tliat  is  a  matter  of 
exact  record,  and  can  be  obtained  at  the  department.  I  don't  think  the  matter 
is  entirely  closed  yet  between  the  department  and  the  contractoia. 

Question.  Did  these  monitors,  according  to  their  original  plaa,  with  turrets, 
answer  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  designed  t 

Answer.  They  would  not  float;  that  is,  they  floated  80  near  the  surface  of 
the  water  that  it  was  not  safe  to  send  them  where  they  were  wanted.  The 
building  of  light-draught  vessels  on  the  western  waters  involved  no  complication, 
because  they  were  not  to  go  to  sea.  The  building  them  on  the  coast  of  the 
United  States  involved  other  questions,  because  of  the  fact  that  they  would 
have  to  be  taken  by  sea  around  to  the  ports  where  they  were  needed,  and  that 
sea  on  the  Atlantic  coast  is  the  worst  in  the  world.  It  is  bad  enough  in  sum- 
mer ;  and  in  winter  no  coast  is  so  had.  Therefore  these  boats  had  to  be  con- 
structed entirely  different  from  the  western  boats.  Here  we  have  to  take  them 
to  sea  to  get  them  where  we  want  them,  and  that  constitutes  the  complication 
of  building  thera  on  the  seaboard. 

Question.  After  they  failed  to  answer  the  purpose  according  to  their  origina 
construction,  did  you  undertake  to  change  them  1 

Answer.  We  put  them  into  the  hands  of  Admiral  Gh'egory,  Captain  Ericsson, 
Chief  Engineer  Wood,  and  associated  Chief  Engineer  King  with  them,  and 
tailed  upon  them  to  propose  to  the  department  what  had  better  be  done  to 
render  tbem  useful.  They  recommended  that  they  should  be  lifted  up  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  manner  as  were  the  second  class  of  monitors  which  were  found 
to  be  too  low.  We  built  tbem  up  twenty-two  inches,  with  the  exception  of  five. . 
As  Admirals  Dalilgren  and  Lee  wanted  some  monitors  sent  to  them  without 
tunets,  it  was  determined  that  five  of  them  should  be  floated  by  taking  thC' 
turrets  out,  instead  of  by  lifting  them  up. 

Question.  Have  any  of  them  been  finished  so  as  to  be  submitted  to  a  teat- 
to  determine  their  usefulness? 

Answer  No  s  r  I  think  I  should  say  in  regard  to  these  vessels  that  they 
e  6  an  expe  ment  as  everything  else  connected  irith  naval  mattera  has  been 
1  r  ng  th  s  wa  We  had  no  tools  when  the  war  commenced.  When  the 
P  es  dent  leciared  the  coast  of  the  United  States,  which  was  greater  than  that, 
cf  all  li  rope  der  blockade,  there  were  no  vessels,  no  men,  no  saiiors,  and 
l  t  \e  y  te  V  ofiice  s  to  make  the  blockade  effectual.  That  clique  of  traitors,  oF 
vhich  Baiton  and  Maury  were  the  chief,  had  run  the  government  for  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  years,  and  when  they  went  off  they  took  away  many  of  the 
archives  of  the  department,  and  when  we  went  in  there,  there  was  nothing  but 
a  great  war  upon  hand.  All  those  old  ships  of  ours  seemed  to  have  been  built 
with  the  idea  that  they  never  should  enter  southern  poits.  The  gun  depart- 
ment, under  Admiral  Dahlgren's  charge,  had  been  kept  in  a  high  state  of  eiS- 
ciency.  Our  guns  were  the  best  shdt  guns  in  existence,  and  are  now.  They 
have  never  been  surpassed.  In  the  matter  of  constructing  vessels  we  had  very 
little  experience,  and  we  were  called  upon  to  take  charge  of  this  whole  southern . 
coast.  In  building  our  monitors  we  had  no  aid  from  former  experience ;  men 
diffei'ed  as  to  the  practicability  of  the  plan ;  Leathalt  said  the  monitors  would, 
go  to  the  bottom,  and  Isherwood  had  no  confidence.  And  yet  we  went  ahead, 
and  built  them;  and  when  we  were  called  upon  to  assist  in  the  attack  on 
Charleston,  every  captain  of  the  monitors  deciared  they  could  not  remain  there 
in  a  storm  of  wind.  Our  own  people,  as  loyal  as  you  and  I  are,  had  no  faith  ; 
but  we  had  to  go  ahead  or  fail,  and  go  ahead  we  did.  We  won  witli  the  original 
Monitor,  and  we  thought  that  the  best  type  of  a  vessel  for  shore  work. 
Abroad  no  vessel  for  war  purposes  had  been  built  of  a  light  draught.  They  had 
never  built  anything  of  a  lighter  draught  than  from  twenty  to  twenty-seven  feet. 
Those  vessels  could  not  be  used  on  the  coast  of  the  United  States  except  in 
one  or  two  ports.     They  are  built  for  European  warfare.     When  a  vessel  ia 
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built  of  8,000  toiia  the  question  is  a  simple  one.  Suppose  you  have  to  carry,  as 
did  the  knights  of  old,  eighty  pounds  of  arms ;  if  you  were  ten  times  as  strong 
and  large  as  you  are,  yon  could  cany  them  easily,  and  even  more.  So  in 
England,  they  met  this  question  of  carrying  heavy  arms  by  huUding  vessels  so 
big  that  they  conld  cany  the  arms  with  no  difficulty.  But  the  question  witJ- 
us  was  to  construct  the  smallest  vessel  and  yet  have  it  carry  an  armor  that 
should  resist  shot.  At  the  west  that  question  was  a  very  simple  one,  whew 
the  vessel  was  not  exposed  to  a  gale  of  wind  and  high  aeae.  But  on  th"-: 
Atlantic  coast  the  question  was  a  very  different  one.  We  lost  one  monitor  in  a 
gale. 

Kow,  in  reference  to  these  light-draught  monitors,  bo  called,  we  took  thfi 
Monitor  as  a  type  of  a  shore  vessel,  because  it  had  been  enccessfti!.  Thesis 
vessels  have  failed  inasmuch  as  they  were  overloaded.  It  was  a  miscalculatior: 
from  want  of  skill  and  care  in  the  engineer  who  worked  out  tlie  weights.. 
There  shoiild  have  been  more  allowance  made  for  them.  If  that  bad  been  done, 
and  the  vessels  had  been  built  without  those  water  tanks,  with  engines  of  verj' 
simple  construction,  without  the  surface  condensers,  and  without  any  unneces- 
sary jimcracka,  they  would  have  been  finished  a  year  ago,  and  we  should  havt^ 
■  had  Uiem  to  assist  in  the  attack  on  Wilmington,  which  was  one  object  in  having' 
them  constructed.  As  it  was,  we  had  to  make  the  attack  without  them. 
By  Mr,  Gooch : 

Question.  Are  you  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  plan  of  Captain  Ericsson 
to  be  able  to  say  he  could  have  built  those  monitors  as  he  designed,  and  not 
have  bad  them  draw  over  six  or  six  and  a  half  feet  of  water? 

Answer.  It  is  a  matter  of  calculation  as  to  what  a  vessel  will  draw,  and 
Ericsson  has  more  ability  to  make  that  calculation  truly  than  any  man  living. 
I  will  add  that  his  vessel  would  have  been  more  simple,  more  cheaply  made, 
with  less  machinery,  and  would  have  been  done  in  less  time.  But  the  price  he 
proposed  was  only,  I  think,  $10,000  less  than  the  enlarged  and  elaborate  plan 
of  Mr.  Stimejs,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  Lenthall  and  laherwood,  would  make  a 
much  superior  vessel. 

Question.  Were  not  instructions  given  to  Stimers  to  confer  with  Captain 
Ericsson? 

Answer.  Mr.  Lenthall  has  that  order.  I  have  seen  it.  I  hunted  it  up,  be- 
cause I  can-ied  that  order  from  the  Secretary  to  Lenthall.  It  was,  not  to  per- 
mit any  change  or  alteration  without  consulting  with  Captain  Ericsson  ;  and  we 
never  imagined  it  was  otherwise. 

Question.  When  was  it  first  discovered  that  such  was  not  tbe  case  'i 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  when ;  but  it  was  after  the  work  was  very  well  ad- 
vanced. 

Question.  Then,  among  the  changes  you  made,  you  proposed  to  build  the 
sides  of  the  monitors  up  twenty-two  inches  1 

Aiiswer.  Tes,  sir;  to  lift  them  up  as  you  would  lift  up  the  roof  of  a  house, 
and  put  in  half  a  story  of  walls. 

Question.  How  much  will  that  increase  thedraught  beyond  that  originally  con- 
templated ? 

Answer.  About  a  foot. 

Question,  Then  for  what  purpose  will  those  monitors  be  useful  1 

Answer.  A  vessel  of  eight  feet  draught  will  be  able  to  enter  any  of  the  south- 
ern creeks  and  ports  which  we  have  been  in.  They  will  go  into  all  the  south- 
ern ports,  where  we  have  been  operating,  and  in  case  of  a  war  with  a  maritime 
power,  with  England  for  instance,  she  will  have  to  attack  us  with  wooden  ves- 
sels, because  her  iron-clade  are  of  too  great  draught  to  operate  on  our  coast  with 
the  exception  of  two  or  tliree  harbors ;  and  one  light-draught  monitor,  in  my 
opinion,  is  more  than  a  match  for  any  wooden  vessel  in  the  English  navy,  not 
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excepting  tlie  Victoria,  a  three-decker,  and  130  guas  ;  for  this  reaaon  she  can 
keep  in  slioal  water  and  choose  her  distance,  while  the  other  vessel  canuot  reach 
her.  At  such  a  distance  as  she  chooaea  ahe  would  be  invulnerable,  and  could 
set  tlie  other  vessel  on  fire  with  shell  without  difficulty. 

Queation.  When  these  vessels  are  built  up  as  now  proposed,  how  will  their 
ability  to  go  from  port  to  port  compare  with  those  oi-iginally  designed  "i 

Anawer.  Tliese  vessels  are  not  built  for  sea-going  vessels,  but  they  will  be 
very  much  improved  for  thte  reason  :  the  strength  of  a  vessel  ia  in  a  great  de- 
gree dependent  oa  her  depth.  The  higher  the  sides  of  a  vessel,  the  stronger 
she  is,  because  it  is  like  taking  a  plank  and  attempting  to  break  it  edgewise; 
if  it  is  two  inches  you  will  snap  it ;  if  it  is  six  inches  you  cannot.  The  stronger 
they  are,  the  better  able  they  are  to  get  along  the  coast. 

Question.  If  these  vessels  had  been  far  enough  out  of  water  as  to  have  ren- 
dered it  desirable,  ia  c^e  of  a  fight,  that  they  should  be  sunk  lower,  would  not 
the  tanks  augg^ted  by  Admiral  Smith  have  been  an  improvement  1 

Aaswei-.  Unquestionably;  and  not  only  that,  but  if  in  running  with  the 
tanks  fall  ahe  should  get  aground,  the  pumping  out  of  the  water  would  lift  her 
four  inches,  and  that  four  inches  might  allow  her  to  get  off  in  one  hour,  or  on 
one  tide,  when  -otherwise  ahe  might  remain  for  days.  But  the  objection  to  the 
tauka  was,  that  it  complicated  the  problem,  which  was  already  a  complicated 
one,  of  getting  a  light-draaght  veaae!  with  a  heavy  armor  ;  and  it  also  added  to 
the  expense,  and  delayed  their  couatruction,  so  that  we  have  been  obliged  to 
operate  without  them,  when  they  were  designed  to  be  of  great  uae  in  the  war. 

Question,  What  was  intended  or  expected  to  he  the  speed  of  these  monitors? 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  the  speed  was  to  be  about  seven  and  a  half 
knots. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  the  speed  of  those  which  have  been  tried  has 
proved  to  be  ? 

Answer.  The  only  one  that  has  been  tried  is  the  one  which  came  around 
from  Boston  without  a  turret,  and  fitted  out  as  a  torpedo  vessel.      She  ran  five 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  there  has  been  any  fault  or  imper- 
fection in  the  engines  of  those  vessels,  which  has  prevented  their  attaining  the 
speed  originally  contemplated  1 

Anawer.  There  has  been  some  dispute  about  the  engines.  Captain  Ericsson 
thinks  there  is  a  great  deal  too  much  boiler  for  the  size  of  the  engine.  Isher- 
wood  thinks  there  is  not.  It  is  a  difference  of  opinion  among  experts  abont 
these  engines,  and  they  are  investigating  it  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
The  engines  were  unnecessarily  expensive  in  their  design,  I  think  It  is  the 
tendency  of  an  engineer,  and  of  a  naval  engineer  especially,  to  elaborate  ;  and 
that,  ia  time  of  war,  adds  not  oaly  to  the  expense,  but  creates  enormous  delay, 
for  the  reason  that  ^tablishmenta  that  make  engines  are  accustomed  to  make 

filain  and  cheap  ones  j  and  if  they  are  called  upon  to  make  any  others  there  is 
ihely  to  he  great  delay. 

Question,  Will  it  not  probably  be  possible  to  increase  the  speed  of  those  ves- 
sels, and  will  not  their  efiieiency  depend  very  much  upon  their  rate  of  speed  1 

Answer.  A  vesael  which  is  built  for  the  purpose  of  operating  in  the  ci-eehs 
and  shoal  watera  of  oui  southern  coast,  and  in  our  harbors,  as  these  were,  can 
never  operate  anjwheie  elie  Speed  is  not  an  important  object.  In  a  vessel 
which  goes  to  sea,  speed  la  almost  the  highest  consideration  j  but  in  a  harbor, 
these  vessels  must  operate  on  the  defensive,  and  not  on  the  offensive  ;  and  on 
the  defensive  you  ai-e  tj>  be  attacked,  and  if  you  are  to  be  attacked  in  port  your 
speed  is  not  important.  One  of  the  element  of  speed,  and  a  very  important 
element,  is  size ;  and  size  you  cannot  get  with  a  light-draught,  shoal-water 
vessel,  cased  wilh  iron.  The  Monaduaek  is  the  fastest  iron-cased  vessel  we 
have  got  of  the  monitor  class. 
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Question,  What  is  her  speed  1 

Acower.  She  will  go  ten  knots,  which  is  eleven  and  a  half  statute  milea. 

Question.  Is  she  considered  a  great  succees  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  everybody  is  perfectly  delighted  with  her.  She  has  two 
screws,  two  turrets,  and  she  can  fire  directly  ahead,  or  behind,  or  on  either  side, 
and  Captain  Pan-ott  says  he  would  just  as  soon  be  in  her  as  in  any  other  vessel. 
I  saw  a  letter  this  morning  from  Captain  Thatcher,  commanding  the  Colorado, 
and  he,  who  has  heretofore  had  all  the  prejudices  of  his  class  against  ii'on-clads, 
says  "  I  am  a  convert  from  this  day  forth  to  ironclads  ;  they  have  done  better 
than  anything  else."  While  they  were  all  very  anxious,  during  the  storm  at 
Beaufort,  about  their  big  frigates,  these  iron-clads  were  safely  riding  at  anchor 
with  the  sea  rolling  over  them. 


Wasiiingtois,  January  S3,  1865. 

Mr.  John  Lenthall  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  chairman  : 

Question.  What  connexion  have  yon  with  the  Navy  Hepartment  1 

Answer.  I  am  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Itepairs. 

Question.  What  do  yon  know  about  the  building  of  twenty  light-draught  moni- 
tors, under  the  act  of  Congress  appropriating  ten  millions  of  dollars  for  that 
purpose? 

Answer.  The  design  for  those  vessels,  which  I  saw,  was  a  sketch  submitted 
by  Captain  Ericsson.  The  next  was  a  more  perfect  plan,  proposed  by  Engineer 
Stimere.     That  was  shortly  before  the  advertisement  was  made  for  contracts. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Ericsson  ever  submit  any  proposition  to  construct  any  of 
these  vessels  t 

Answer.  I  think  he  did  ;  hut  it  did  not  como  to  mo.  I  think  it  was  made 
directly  to  the  Navy  Department. 

Question.  Can  you  state  wherever,  and  in  what  particulars,  the  plan  of  Mr. 
Stimers  differed  from  that  of  Mr.  Ericsson  1 

Answer.  I  should  think  the  external  forms  of  the  vessels  were  almost  identical. 
I  never  i;ompared  them,  the  one  with  the  other,  but  my  impression  at  the  time 
was  that  they  were  of  the  same  external  form.  The  plan  that  Mr.  Stimers  finally 
determined  on  embraced  a  water  chamber,  which  was  not  embraced  in  the  plan  of 
Mr.  Ericsson.     That,  I  think,  was  the  main  feature  of  diffei-ence  between  them. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  led  the  department  to  prefer  the  plan  of  Mr. 
Stimers  to  that  of  Mr.  Ericsson? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say.  I  will  state  that  I  recollect  there  were  some  minor 
differences  as  to  some  of  the  outlines  of  the  vessels,  but  nothing  of  any  moment. 
I  made  no  particular  examination  of  them  however. 

Question.  What  agency  had  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repairs  in  making 
the  contracts  for  the  building  of  these  monitors  and  seeing  that  those  contracts 


Answer.  When  the  plans  had  been  prepared  an  advertisement  was  issned  by 
the  Navy  Department,  and  all  the  bids  were  received  by  it.  The  department 
opened  the  bids  and  awarded  the  contracts.  When  that  wae  done,  I  was  di- 
rected, as  in  all  other  cases,  to  prepai-e  the  contracts.  The  contracts  were  exe- 
cuted by  me  merely  as  the  agent  of  the  department  for  executing  such  papers. 

Question,  You  had  no  power  to  judge  and  determine  concerning  the  merits 
of  the  different  plans,  &c.1 

Answer,  No,  sir;  there  was,  at  that  time,  not  sufficient  data  upon  which  any 
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ono  cmild  do  that  but  the  pevsou  who  d  m  d  the  pi  n  It  «  a  m  i  Ij  au  out- 
line plan. 

Question.  Were  these  light-draught  moato  ''  w  th  tuirct*  ^n  experiment  at 
that  time  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  think  not ;  they  were  ot  the  '(sme  general  class  aid  type 
of  vessel  as  the  other  monitors.  Tht^e  were  designed  m  re  partieulirly  for 
rivers,  whOe  the  others  were  for  bays  anlharbois 

Question.  These  were  designed  to  be  of  lighter  diaught  and  t  r  shoahr  water 
than  any  you  had  before  1 

Answer.  Tes,  sir;  these  were  to  be  ot  -fix  oi  ■ieven  feet  dranght  The  others 
were  ten  or  eleven  feet. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Stimers,  in  constructing  those  vessels  directed  to  take 
the  advice  and  counsel  of  Mr.  Eiicsson? 

Answer.  Tes,  air;  I  remember  that  aftei  the  conflict  had  been  made — 
probably  sis  weeks  after — one  of  the  coutraetois  snggestfd  a  change  oi  modifi- 
cation, and  he  was  directed  to  consult  with  Captain  Encsaon  upon  the  subject; 
That  letter  was  addressed  to  Admii'al  GEregovy.  There  was  no  direct  commnni- 
cation  with  Mr.  Stimers. 

Qoeation.  Had  the  depai-tmeat  freijaeat  correspondenee  with  Mr.  Stimers 
while  those  vessels  were  being  baUt  1 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  a  great  deal ;  I  think  none  directly  with  Mr.  Stimers. 

Question.  Was  the  department  consulted  from  time  to  time  in  regard  to  tlio 
alterations  that  were  made  1 

Answer.  I  think  not;  or  very  seldom. 

Question.  Had  he  any  communication  or  correspondence  with  your  bureau, 
or  with  the  department '( 

Answer.  He  had  none  direct  with  me. 

Question.  Bo  you  know  whether  he  had  with  the  Navy  Department  1 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  did  make  alterations  without  consulting 
with  your  bureau  or  with  the  department  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  wei-e  some  alterations  made  by  him;  I  do  not  know 
what  they  were ;  I  cannot  call  them  to  mind  now. 

Question.  Can  you  tell  what  the  expense  of  those  alterations  was  ? 

Answer.  We  have  paid  some  extra  Dills.  Some  of  the  alterations  were  sng- 
gested  as  modifications  rendered  necessary  by  the  experience  before  Charles- 
ton. Some  of  those  were  paid  for;  I  do  not  know  but  all  of  them  have  been 
paid  for. 

..Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Stimers  did  consult  Mr.  Ericsson,  as  he 
was  directed  to  do,  as  to  the  propriety  of  any  of  these  alterations? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  after  giving  the  order  for  him  to  do  so,  I  took  it 
for  granted  that  the  order  was  earned  out.  I  bad  no  means  of  knowing  whether 
he  carried  it  out  or  not. 

Question.  Have  you  any  evidence  that  he  did  so  consult  with  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  no  evidence  one  way  or  the  other. 

Question.  I  think  you  have  already  stated  that  you  do  not  know  why  tho 
department  preferred  the  plan  of  Mr.  Stimers  to  that  of  Mr.  Eiicaaon  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know.  Externally  they  were  substantially  the 
same.  I  did  not  measure  them,  or  put  the  one  drawing  upon  the  other.  But 
to  the  eye  they  appeared  to  be  substantially  the  same  thing. 

Question.  Was  not  Ericsson's  the  simplest  and  the  easiest  and  (Quickest  to 
get  up  ? 

Answer.  The  water  cliainherwas  the  principal  addition  made  to  Mr.  Stimers's 
vessel. 

Question.  What  useful  purpose  was  that  water  chamber  supposed  to  sub- 
serve i 


:.oogk 


88  LIGHT-DRAUGHT   MONITORS 

Auswei-.  It  was,  I  presume,  to  merease  the  diaxight  of  the  vessel  upon  occa- 
sion to  lower  it  in  tbe  water,  "when  under  fire  iu  time  of  action. 

Question.  That  addition  was  afterwards  abandoued,  was  it  not  ? 

Answer.  When  they  had  to  reduce  the  weight  of  the  vessel,  they  Iiad  to 
abandon  it. 

Question.  Were  these  light-draught  monitors  as  constructed  by  Mr.  Stimera 
of  any  conseg^nence  t  would  they  answer  the  purpose  for  which  they  were 
oiigiually  designed^ 

Answer.  They  were  more  deeply  immersed  than  it  was  supposed  they  would 
be.     Their  decks  were  down  on  awash  with  the  water. 

Question.  And  they  coald  not  carry  their  turrets  t 

Answer.  They  could  not  carry  their  turrets  with  all  that  it  was  intended  to 
p\it  on  them.  They  were  intended  to  be  fifteen  inches  out  of  the  water,  or 
about  that  much. 

Question.  Was  it  not  a  great  fault  in  the  construetiou  of  a  vessel  to  make 
such  a  difference  in  tlie  amoimt  of  displacement  1 

Answer.  It  appears  now  that  all  the  alterations  increased  the  weight  of  the 
vessel,  which,  I  suppose,  was  not  at  first  intended  or  calculated.  There  was  a 
constant  additioa  of  weight. 

Question.  Should  not  a  naval  constractor  know  how  he  was  increasing  the 
weight,  and  calculate  so  as  not  to  sink  his  vessel  down  too  far  in  the  water? 

Answer.  I  had  supposed  that  was  done ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  done 
or  not. 

Question.  They  cei"tainly  could  not  have  done  so  if  the  vessel  would  not 
carry  all  the  weight  it  was  contemplated  it  should  carry.  However,  I  will  ask 
what  was  the  condition  of  these  monitors  at  the  time  it  was  ascertained  they 
would  not  answer  their  original  design  3     How  many  were  completed  1 

Answer.  I  think  only  one,  when  it  was  ascertained  that  they  would  not 
carry  the  weight  that  it  was  designed  to  place  on  them. 

Question.  At  how  early  a  period  was  it  ascertained  that  they  were  defective 
in  that  respect  1 

Answer.  I  have  not  the  dates  with  me,  but  I  think  it  was  some  time  in  the 
apring,  or  early  ia  the  summer  of  last  yeai\ 

Question.  I  would  like  to  ascertain  about  that. 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  ascertained  from  a  vessel  in  Boston,  the  Ohimo. 

Question.  Can  you  tell  in  what  condition  each  of  these  twenty  light-draught 
monitors  were  at  that  time? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  now.  I  think  I  can  ascertain  from  the  records 
of  the  bureau. 

Question.  As  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that  those  monitors  were  defective 
in  that  respect,  did  the  department  stop  all  further  work  ou  them? 

Answer.  I  think  it  did ;  but  the  work  on  these  monitors  was  under  the  con- 
trol of  Admiral  Gregory.  He  communicated  with  me  or  the  department  as  he 
seemed  to  think  necessary. 

Question.  Ae  I  understand  it,  after  it  was  ascertained  that  those  monitors 
would  not  answer  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  originally  designed,  a  com- 
mission was  appointed  to  esamine  tlero,  and  devise  what  remedy  could  be 
applied  ? 

Answer,  That  was  ordered  by  the  department;  I  do  not  now  remember  when  it 


.  They  proposed  that  the  sides  of  the  vessels  should  be  built  up 
twenty -two  inches. 

Answer.  Tes,  sir;  they  made  that  suggestion. 

Question.  What  will  be  the  expense  of  tljat  1 

Answer.  Admii-al  Gregory  received  proposals  from  all  the  contractors,  varying 
from  S70,000  to  S90,000.  Some  of  the  vessels  wei-e  in  a  greater  state  of  for- 
wardness thaa  others. 


LIGHT-DRAUGHT  MOSITOES.  89 

Question.  And  tlie  expense  of  building  up  the  sides  was  greater  accnniing 
to  the  greater  state  of  fovwatdness  of  the  vessel  1 

Answer,  Yes,  air. 

Question.  Are  yon  a  nautical  man  enough  to  be  able  to  say  whether  these 
vessels  in  their  improved  state  will  he  useful  vessels  1 

Answer.  I  think  they  will  be  useful  for  river  service — not  for  sea  service. 

Question.  What  speed  have  they  now,  according  to  the  best  information  which 
the  department  has  t 

Answer.  I  think  tUey  have  made  four  knots. 

Question.  That  would  hardly  enable  them  to  stem  the  current  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, would  it  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  wliat  the  cun-ent  of  the  Mississippi  is,  and  therefore 
I  cannot  tell.  Of  course  their  greater  immeraion  has  reduced  their  speed  from 
what  it  would  othei-wise  have  been. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  speed  of  the  one  without  a  turret  which  was 
brought  around  from  Boston  to  New  York  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  exactly.  I  think  it  was  something  over  four 
knots,  as  near  as  I  can  now  recollect.  But  I  hardly  think  a  ti-ial  on  the  ocean  is 
a  fair  trial  for  these  vessels. 

Question.  Wi^  it  really  prudent  in  the  department  to  direct  the  coiiatrnction 
upon  the  same  model  of  so  many  vessels,  when  it  was  ratlier  an  experiment  t 

Answer.  So  fai'  as  being  monitor  vessels  was  concerned,  they  were  not  an  ex- 
periment. 

Question.  But  we  had  not  made  any  light-draught  monitors  to  ascend  rivers, 
&c.,  at  that  time  1 

Answer.  !No,  sir.  I  am  not  competeat  to  judge  as  to  the  policy  of  building 
so  large  a  number,  for  that  would  not  j^ome  within  the  sphere  of  my  judgment, 
Wben  they  commenced  I  did  not  know  how  many  they  intended  to  make,  and 
at  the  time  the  advertisement  was  issued  I  do  not  think  the  department  itself 
had  determined  bow  many  it  would  make.     Bat  I  cannot  state  as  to  that. 

Question.  These  were  all  to  he  built  upon  the  same  model  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  often  the  case.  When  the  first  authority  was  given 
to  build  steam  fi-igates,  sis  were  built  at  once.  They  told  me  to  design  and 
build  five  of  them ;  and  they  were  all  upon  the  same  model. 

Question.  But  they  were  a  kind  of  vessel  whicb  was  old-fashioned  and  well 
understood  ? 

Answer.  Yea,  sir. 

Question.  Will  you  furnish  the  committee,  from  the  records  of  your  bureau, 
whatever  information  you  have  eonceming  the  time  when  it  was  discovered  these 
monitors  were  defective,  when  the  commission  was  appointed,  and  when  and 
what  they  reported  ;  the  condition  in  which  each  vessel  was  at  that  time,  and 
the  expense  of  raising  or  modifying  each  vessel  as  proposed  1 

Answer.  I  will  do  so,  as  far  as  I  can. 

Navy  DErAitTMENT,  Bureau  of  Constbuction  and  Repair, 

January  36,  1865. 
8te  ;  In  reply  to  the  inquii-ies  in  the  memorandum  handed  me  by  the  commit- 
tee, I  would  respectfully  state — ■ 

1.  The  depai'tment  was  informed  by  Admiral  Gregory,  on  the  31st  May,  1864, 
that  the  Chimo  had  proved  defective. 

2.  The  work  that  might  interfere  with  modifications  to  these  vessels  was 
then  suspended. 

3.  Some  of  the  vessels  were  nearly  completed;  others  from  two-thii-ds  to 
three-foiirths  finished.     ' 

4.  The  committee  to  examine  the  vessels  was  appointed  by  the  department 
on  the  llih  June,  and  their  report  was  dated  the  9th  July,  1864.        ^ 
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5.  Accompanying  ia  the  cost,  as  agreed  on  by  Admiral  Gregory,  for  making 
these  vessels  twenty-two  incliea  deeper,  which  increased  their  tonnage  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  tons.  Five  of  these  vessels  have  been  converted  for  torpedo 
purposes. 

Respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  LENTHALL, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Wadk, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  an  the  Conduct  of  the    War, 
United  Stales  Senate,   Washington. 

STATEME\T. 

Name.                                    Cost  of  mlaing  Name.                                Cost  of  raising 

vesKol  33  iuuhea.  vessel  23  iachee. 

Nauset $86.  000  00     Etlah $82,  500  00 

Cohoes 89,000  00     Klamath 89,  000  00 

"Wassaw 89,  140  25     Yuma 89,000  00 

S([uando 90,  000  00     Koka 58,  665  86 

Shawnee 90,  000  00     Shiloh 83,  500  00 

Suncook 87,  500  00     Tuiixis 116,500  00 

WasBue 55.275  60     Yaaoo 68,000  00 

Umpqua 85,  000  00 


Washsngtox,  Feln-Kary  11,  1865. 

Alban  0.  Stimbrs  Bwora  and  examined. 
By  the  diairman : 

Question.  What  ia  your  position  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  I  am  a  chief  engineer  of  the  navy. 

Question.  We  have  been  directed  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  to  inquire 
into  the  building  of  certain  light-draught  irou-clads,  twenty  in  number,  with 
which  we  understand  you  had  eomething  to  do. 

Answer.  Yes,  air. 

Qoestion.  Please  tell  us,  in  your  own  way,  all  that  you  know  about  their  con- 
struction, and  whatever  of  importance  you  may  think  it  necessary  to  state  in 
that  connexion. 

Answer.  These  vessels  of  eourae  have  a  history,  and  I  propose  to  give  you  a 
full  underetanding  of  that  history,  as  far  as  I  know  it,  in  order  that  you  may 
know  something  about  them.  We  were  building  monitors  designed  by  Captain 
Ericsson.  Admiral  Gregory  was  the  general  superintendent  of  tlieir  constme- 
tion.  I  served  under  him  in  the  capacity  of  general  inspector.  The  duty  of 
general  inspector  was  only  to  see  that  the  materials  were  good,  and  that  the 
work  was  well  done.  In  performing  that  duty,  I  had  to  visit  the  various  points 
where  the  vessels  were  building,  to  examine  them.  There  were  serving  under 
me  local  inspectors,  who  during  the  time  I  was  absent  followed  my  inatractions 
in  regard  to  these  examinations.  Besides  the  duty  of  general  inspector  proper, 
I  had  other  duties  to  perform. 

The  first  monitor  was  about  to  be  built,  it  having  been  proposed  by  Captain 
Ericsson,  and  accepted  by  the  government,  after  the  advice  of  a  board  of  our 
highest  naval  ofScera,  among  whom  was  Kear-Adraival  Joseph  Smith;  who 
being  a  bureau  of&cer,  it  was  placed  under  his  directioa  to  be  buUt.     I  was  or- 
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dercd  to  aaperinteiid  that  tuilding.  At  tlie  time  I  receivecl  those  orders  I  was 
engaged  in  the  blockading  fleet  off  Oharleaton,  and  I  came  here  to  receive  ta- 
structicnB,  They  were  the  usnal  instructions,  to  see  that  the  materials  were 
good  and  that  the  work  was  well  done,  and  to  use  all  vigilance.  But  in  charging 
me  verballyia  regard  to, it,  the  Secretary  said:  "Ton  have  heen  chosen  for  this 
duty  because  we  understand  you  to  be  an  engineer  who  looks  at  new  things 
without  prejudice,  either  for  or  against;  and  we  want  sneh  a  man  for  this  thing. 
Now  I  wish  you  to  go  to  New  York  and  work  with  Captain  Ericsson,  as  well 
as  yoa  can.  This  heing  a  new  thing,  it  is  probable  that  he  wiU  find  a  great 
many  details  which  he  will  want  to  modify.  Whatever  you  and  he  can  agree 
upon  between  you,  as  heing  better  for  the  vessel  or  for  the  government,  you  can 
do  it.  Do  not  trouble  ns  with  letters  about  matters  which  we  certainly  cannot 
undei-stand  here.  This  is  so  different  from  things  which  we  have  had  to  do  with 
before,  that  you  must  judge  about  these  things  yourself.  We  believe  that  Cap- 
tain Ericsson  is  devoted  to  what  he  projects,  and  will  think  more  of  his  reputa- 
tion than  he  will  of  a  dollar  or  two;  and  you  will  look  out  for  the  interests  of 
the  government." 

It  was  provided  in  the  contract  that  the  vessel  should  have  masts  and  sails 
suflicient  to  drive  it  six  knots  an  hour,  in  a  fair  breeze  of  wind.  That  was  put 
in  in  Washiogtoii — not  by  Captain  Bncsaon. 

Question.  By  whose  order  was  that  put  in  1 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  was  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Ad- 
miralty that  examined  the  plans,  but  I  do  not  know.  The  contract  was  given 
to  me  in  that  way.  Captain  Ericsson  laid  it  before  me,  and  pointed  out  many 
things  of  that  kind  that  he  thought  it  would  be  better  to  change.  I  took  the 
advice  of  such  naval  officers  as  I  could  meet  with,  whom  I  thought  good  au- 
thority, in  regard  to  the  masts  and  sails.  I  consulted  with  Admiral  Stnngham, 
and  he  agreed  with  me  that  it  would  be  very  bad  to  put  them  on  ;  and  under 
the  authority  which  had  been  given  to  me,  I  assumed  to  leave  them  out.  And 
it  was  understood  that,  in  regard  to  many  mattera,  questions  of  cost,  &e.,  they 
should  be  left  until  the  final  payment.  There  was  a  reserve  of  twenty-five  per 
cent.,  to  be  paid  after  it  was  found  that  everything  was  satisfactory.  1  state 
these  things  to  show  you  that  in  building  this  very  new  class  of  vessels,  there 
had  to  he  a  great  deij  of  consultation  between  the  designer  and  the  inspector, 
besides  the  duty  which  was  imposed  upon  me  of  looking  to  the  excellence  of  the 
materials  and  workmanship.  When  the  Monitor  was  completed,  we  went  dowa 
with  it  to  Hampton  roads  and  fought  with  the  Merrimae.  Its  success  was  so 
marked  that  it  was  decided  by  the  government  that  they  would  not  experiment 
any  more,  as  we  were  in  the  midst  of  a  great  war,  hut  would  adopt  immediately 
something  which  had  proved  itself  so  successful.  They  accordingly  went  on  to 
build  more  of  the  same  class  right  away  after  that;  we  commenced  ten  vessels 
that  were  to  be  like  the  original  Monitor,  with  the  exception  of  having  such 
improvements  aa  our  experience  in  going  from  New  York  to  Hampton  roads, 
and  in  the  battle  there,  had  pointed  out  as  proper.  As  I  had  been  the  super- 
intendent of  the  fii'st  vessel,  had  gone  in  her  to  sea,  and  had  been  with  her 
during  the  fight,  I  was  looked  to  by  the  government  to  point  out  those  things 
which  would  be  improvements ; '  and  it  was  stipnlated  in  the  new  cooti-acts  that 
the  working  drawings  should  be  submitted  to  me,  1  do  not  remember  the  exact 
expression  in  the  contract,  but  it  was  discussed  in  the  Navy  Depaitment,  and  it 
was  decided  to  put  that  clause  in — that  is,  that  Captain  Ericsson  shonld  show 
me  his  plans  before  tliey  were  issued  to  the  workmen.  That,  however,  did  not 
work  well  in  operation,  as  Captain  Ericsson  was  a  proud  man,  and  I  did  not 
think  it  good  policy  to  do  anything  to  hurt  his  feelings.  He  therefore  was  not 
in  the  habit  of  showing  me  his  drawings.  He  was  an  older  man  than  I  waa, 
and  I  had  respect  for  his  age  and  experience;  and  I  found  the  drawings  aa  I 
could.     Still  we  had  to  consult  together  a  great  deal  about  these  dot  veesels. 
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We  had  only  that  one  trip  at  sea,  and  that  one  battle  of  the  first  vessel,  for  ex- 
perience. While  this  waa  going  on,  and  these  ressels  wove  being  built,  the 
government  looked  forward  to  building  more.  They  found  that  the  war  assumed 
gi-eater  proportions,  and  they  wanted  a  greater  number  of  these  vessels.  Be- 
Bidee,  they  bad  always  felt  that  it  waa  necessary  to  prepare  for  foreign  wars. 

When  I  was  going  to  New  York  to  assume  tlie  new  duties  of  constructing 
more  vessels,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  said  to  me:  "I  wish  you  to  keep  in 
your  mind  always  that  these  vessels  may  not  be  used  in  this  war,  but  may  be 
required  to  protect  onr  harbors  against  the  iron-clad  vessels  of  foreign  nations. 
Always  keep  in  view,  dinmg  their  construction,  that  that  is  the  most  important 
point  to  consider.  Tliose  Uaings  which  occur  in  battle  between  heavy  ships 
and  iron  vessels  are  the  things  for  which  you  must  provide." 

I  was  showing  you'that  they  were  going  on  to  build  more  vessels.  But  there 
was  no  one  to  design  them,  and  that  created  a  diiScnlCy  at  once.  Of  coui-se  I 
■was  familial-  with  that  to  a  certain  extent,  but  I  was  busy  as  general  inspector, 
and  had  no  time  to  design  vessels.  It  was  proposed  in  the  first  place  that  I 
should  design  some  vessels,  for  they  did  not  like  all  of  Captain  Ericsson's 
plans  ;  and  it  was  proposed  that  I  should  design  some  vessels  in  New  Tork, 
and  leave  out  some  of  the  tilings  which  they  considered  imperfections  in  his 
plans.  But  after  I  got  there  I  told  them  I  should  have  my  hands  full  to  act 
as  general  inspector.  And  I  found,  too,  that  Captain  Ericsson  had  some  feel- 
ing upon  the  subject.  He  did  not  like  that  any  other  than  himself  should  de- 
sign monitors.  I  told  them  that  I  thought  we  could  get  all  his  genius  for  our 
benefit  better  by  looking  to  him  as  the  head  of  the  whole  matter,  leaving  him 
to  design  eveiything,  while  I  would  act  as  general  inspector,  and  would  employ 
all  my  time  to  see  those  plans  cawied  out.    That  plan  was  accordingly  adopted. 

Now  when  we  came  to  build  some  more  than  these  ten  monitors,  we  did  not 
like  some  of  their  peculiarities.  We  wanted  more  speed,  and  some  other  equali- 
ties which  they  did  not  possess.  Captain  Ericsson  was  himself  too  biisy  to 
design  others  ;  I  was  too  busy  to  make  them,  and  we  had  no  one  else  to  go  to. 
I  then  suggested  to  Captain  Fox,  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  that  if 
he  would  pei-mit  me  to  establish  an  office  in  New  Tork  near  Captain  Ericsson's 
office,  and  hire  some  draughtsmen,  and  put  an  assistant  engineer  there,  an  offi- 
cer of  the  government,  to  see  that  they  performed  their  work  properly,  we  could 
get  Captain  Ericsson  to  draw  a  general  plan  which  would  embody  these 
changes,  and  then  be  could  let  me  have  the  drawings  which  he  had,  and  these 
draughtsmen  conld  modify  them.  It  would  only  rec[uire  a  few  directions  to 
make  the  modifications.  If  be  would  do  that,  I  would  promise  him  that  no 
drawing  should  go  out  of  my  office  imtil  it  had  been  submitted  to  Captain  Erics- 
eon  for  his  approval;  so  that  we  could  retain  Captain  Ericsson  as  designer, 
without  putting  upon  him  the  labor  of  making  the  designs.  That  was  thought 
the  best  way  of  getting  ont  of  the  difiiculty,  and  it  was  done.  About  this 
time  of  getting  up  a  new  class,  of  which  we  built  nine,  of  the  river  and  harbor 
monitors,  Captain  Ericsson  drew  a  general  plan  and  submitted  a  general  de- 
scription of  the  river  and  harbor  monitors  of  the  Tippecanoe  class.  Those 
plans  and  descriptions  were  submitted  here,  advertised  for,  and  contractors 
took  contracts  to  build  tliem.  The  specifications  were  made  out  in  my  office, 
constantly  consulting  with  Captain  Ericsson  and  Mr.  Eox  aboot  the  changes 
upon  which  we  all  agi-eed.  The  general  plan  waa  made  by  Captaia  Ericsson 
and  ti-ansferred  to  me ;  and  from  that  we  made  out  the  working  plans. 

Just  about  this  time  we  talked  also  about  a  light-draught  vessel.  We  were 
getting  possession  of  the  western  rivers,  on  which  we  needed  some  of  them,  as 
well  as  in  a  great  many  of  our  harbors,  where  we  found  that  we  wanted  vessels 
of  a  light  draught  to  go  under  heavy  batteries  and  come  out  again.  Mr.  Fox  was 
very  solicitous  that  we  should  get  up  something  of  that  kind.  Captain  Erics- 
son said  he  would  get  up  a  general  plan,  in  the  same  way  as  before ;  he  did  so, 
and  it  was  sent  on  to  Washington.     There  was  considerable  delay  about  it. 
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liowevcr  ;  and  tliey  wei-e  in  a  great  huiTy  for  the  vessels,  for  tliey  wauted  them 
very  mnch  indeed.  Every  letter  fi-otn  Mr.  Fox  contained  something  ahuut 
hurrying  up  Captain  Ericsson  about  the  light-draught  monitors.  I  had  occa- 
eioo  to  come  on  to  Washington  at  times,  and  the  first  time  after  the  plans  were 
sent  on  here — perhaps  a  month  after — I  inquired  at  the  department  what  they 
were  going  to  do  about  the  light-draught  monitors,  or  whether  tbey  had  given 
up  the  project  altogether.  Mr.  Fox  said,  "  No,  not  at  all."  But  he  said 
they  had  been  going  on  here,  acting  independently  of  the  hureans  of  coustnie- 
tion  and  engineering.  The  first  monitors  wei-e  huilt  under  the  direction  of 
Admiral  Joseph  Smith,  who  was  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  not 

f  0  St  -uclioa.  The  contracts  for  the  Passaic  class  were  given  out  by  him, 
but  w  afterwards  transferred  to  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction.  I 
th    k  th       was  some  delay  about  the  confirmations  of  the  chiefs  of  the  hui-eaua 

f      n  tm  tion  and  engineering  by  the  Senate,  which  caused  some  del^y  in 

tl  xs  m  tt         But  it  was  partly  because  those  two  officers  did  not  believe  in 

n   Itid     and  especially  in  the  monitors,  in  Ericsson,  and  alt  that;  they  were 

pp  It  the  whole  thing,  and  lent  no  assistance  to  it.  The  Seeretai-y  und 
Assistant  becretary,  advised  by  Admiral  Smith,  bi-onght  these  things  out  in- 
dependently of  the  bui-eau.  Mr.  Fox  said ;  "  Now  that  onr  heads  of  bureaus 
are  confirmed  in  their  places,  they  must  do  their  work.  We  have  taken  all  the 
responsibility  thus  far,  hut  now  these  mea  must  take  their  responsibility.  I 
have  therefoi-e  sent  tbe  plans  down  to  the  Bureao  of  Construction.  Mr.  Len- 
thall  says  that  he  does  not  see  anything  in  his  part  of  the  ship  which  is  at  all 
out  of  the  way,  and  he  does  not  advise  any  changes.  I  have  also  sent  the 
plans  to  the  Bureau  of  Engineenng,  to  see  if  iJie  chief  of  that  bureau  has  any 
objection  to  the  arrangement  of  the  machinery.  He  says  he  thiitks  there  ought 
to  be  some  modifications ;  but  he  is  out  of  town,  and  you  must  wait  until  to- 
mori-ow  to  see  him,  and  then  yon  will  find  out  his  views.  You  have  Captain 
Ericsson's  views  about  the  machinery ;  if  you  find  that  the  chief  of  the  Bui-eau 
of  Engineeruig  has  views  to  which  Oaptsun  EiicBSon  will  not  agree,  try  to  get 
the  two  together,  so  that  we  can  get  a  plan  on  which  both  will  agree,  because 
we  want  these  vessels  to  meet  Captain  Ericsson's  views,  and  the  views  of  our 
bureau.  If  you  cannot  bring  them  together  so  that  they  will  be  reconciled, 
then  we  will  build  one  on  Ericsson's  plan,  and  one  on  the  plan  of  the  bureau  ; 
and  if  j6u  have  a  plan,  we  will  build  one  on  your  plan  also."  Said  I,  "  Ho, 
sir,  I  have  no  plan  ;  I  have  more  to  do  than  ever." 

The  next  day  I  saw  Mr.  Isherwood,  the  chief  of  the  Bnreau  of  Steam  Engi- 
neering, and  I  found  that  he  wanted  the  coal-bunkers  ari'anged  in  a  difierent 
way — he  wanted  entirely  different  boilers — he  wanted  difierent  engines.  In- 
stead of  their  being  athwart  engines,  connected  directly  with  the  screw-shaft, 
he  wanted  them  connected  with  bevel  gearing.  Not  to  go  through  the  whole 
matter,  he  had  changed  everything — coal-bunkers,  boilers,  engines,  and  propel- 
lers. I  discussed  these  matters  with  him,  and  brought  him  to  consent  to  some 
modifications,  which  I  thought  perhaps  Captain  Ericsson  would  agree  to.  He 
gave  me  some  sketches,  plans,  &c.,  and  it  was  decided  that  as  I  had  draughts- 
men, I  should  take  them  to  New  York,  and  if  Captain  Ericsson  agreed  to  them, 
I  should  embody  them  in  a  newplan  and  send  it  on  again  to  Washington.  I  went 
to  Captain  Ericsson,  and  he  did  not  like  any  of  the  proposed  changes  at  all. 
He  thought  each  one  injurious  to  the  ves.'^el — that  it  made  the  plan  less  excel- 
lent than  his  was.  "But,"  said  he,  "  if  they  will  not  build  more  than  one  of 
these  vessels  unless  I  give  way.  of  course  I  think  the  government  ought  to 
have  them;  they  will  be  very  useful  indeed,  and  I  think  they  ought  to  build 
more  than  one  right  away.  The  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering 
knows  how  to  work  engines,  and  drive  the  vessel  along,  of  course;  so  I  think 
we  better  consent" — with  tbe  exception,  however,  that  lie  woidd  not  listen  to 
gear-engines  at  all.     He  said  they  would  certainly  fail  Lf  placed  in  such  limber 


94  LIGHT-KKAUGHT   MONITOKa. 

vessels  as  these  would  be.  As  the  chief  of  the  bureau  hacl  given  me  these  plans, 
and  these  directions  to  work  them  into  a  general  plan  if  I  fo«nd  I  could  do  it, 
with  the  underatandmg  that  I  waa  to  retain  the  original  type  if  the  bevel-gear 
arrangement  would  not  work  so  well,  I  withdrew  that  pait,  and  Captain 
Ericsson  assented  to  all  the  i-est.  I  afterwards  reported  to  the  chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering  that  I  found  I  could  not  work  in  the  bevel-gear 
plana.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  told  him  why  I  could  not  work  them  in,  but 
I  told  him  that  I  could  not,  and  he  gave  his  approval  to  the  plans  which  I  did 
work  in.  The  diameter  of  the  cylinders,  however,  was  reduced  from  the  design 
of  Captain  Ericsson,  who  had  fixed  upon  thirty-six  inches.  The  chief  of  the 
bureau  thought  e^hteen  inches  lai^  enough,  but  consented  to  raymaking  thera 
twenty-two  inches.  I  took  the  plans  to  my  ofSce,  aud  placed  them  in  charge 
of  a  second  aesistant  engineer  who  had  been  an  apprentice  in  the  Novelty  Iron 
Works  for  several  years,  and  was  acquainted  wilit  drawing,  calculating,  &e. 

Question.  What  wa3  his  name  1 

Anawer.  Theodore  Allen.  He  was  quite  a  young  man,  but  the  ablest  en- 
gineer that  I  had  under  my  control,  escept  the  local  inspectors,  whom  I  could 
not  employ  for  that  pmpoae.  I  placed  these  plans  in  his  charge,  and  detailed 
certain  draughtsmen  to  work  for  him.  I  had  in  this  office  a  superintendent  of 
the  draughtsmen,  whom  I  took  upon  the  recommendation  of  Captain  Ericsson ; 
in  fact  who  came  out  of  his  honae.  I  chose  him  becanae  he  could  always  have 
the  entree  of  Ericsson's  houae ;  conld  take  the  drawings  to  him,  and  talk  to  him 
about  them,  &c.  He  waa  an  old  engineer,  and  was  an  apprentice  at  the  same 
time  and  place  with  our  oldest  engineers  in  the  navy.  His  name  was  Orabbs. 
I  gave  this  in  charge  to  this  young  engineer,  with  directions  to  superintend  the 
draughtsmen  who  were  to  assist  him;  and  I  gave  them  the  directions  which  I 
had  agreed  upon  with  the  chief  of  the  bnreau,  and  also  such  other  directions 
about  the  matter  as  I  could  present.  I  ought  perhaps  to  state  that  when  I 
found  I  had  to  re-draw  theplana,  I  consulted  Mr.  Harlan,  of  the  firm  of  Harlan, 
Hollingsworth  &  Co.,  of  Wilmington,  Delaware,  who  may  be  termed  with  pro- 
priety light-draught  iron  ship-builders,  upon  some  of  the  details  of  iron  bulla. 
When  I  infoi-med  Captain  Ericsson  of  this,  I  told  him  that  I  had  done  it  because 
they  were  the  most  experienced  and  most  anccessful  builders  of  light  iron  sea- 
going vessels  in  the  world.  He  did  not  appear  to  like  this  appeal  from  himself 
to  othera  on  my  part,  and  asked  if  I  really  thought  they  deserved  that  I  should 
claim  for  them  such  distinction.  I  challenged  him  to  name  another,  either  in 
this  country  or  in  Europe,  who  could  rival  &em  in  that  peculiar  branch.  After 
reflecting  a  moment,  he  acknowledged  that  I  waa  probably  correct. 

You  will  obaerve  that  although  I  have  never  looked  npon  myself  aa  the  de- 
signer of  any  of  these  veaaela,  1  was  the  general  inspector  of  them  all.  AH 
the  plana,  both  generally  and  in  detail,  aa  well  as  the  materials  and  the  work- 
manahip,  had  to  be  approved  by  me.  When,  therefore,  plans  were  drawn  in  my 
office,  instead  of  by  Captain  Ericsson  himself,  I  took  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  improve  them,  and  to  throw  upon  him  the  on^is  of  proving  that  my 
amendments  were  not  good.  This  he  sometimes  did,  both  with  this  and  the 
Saugus  class  of  vessels.  In  all  auch  caaes  the  drawings  were  modified  to  meet 
his  approval.  After  the  vessels  were  commenced,  and  we  were  all  committed  to 
their  construction,  the  contraflts  having  been  given  out,  Captain  Ericsson  be- 
came angi-y  aboat  something  in  connexion  with  them,  and  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
Secretaiy  of  the  Navy,  in  which  he  declared  he  would  have  nothing  fiii-ther  to 
do  with  them — ^that  his  plans  had  been  modified  so  extensively  that  he  did  not 
any  longer  recognize  them  as  bis  own,  &c.,  &c.  TTp  to  this  time,  however,  he 
had  accepted  each  of  the  proposed  modifications  as  it  was  made ;  and  he  even 
continued  afterwards  to  examine,  and  approve  or  condemn  the  drawings  taken 
to  him  by  my  superintendent  of  draughtsmen,  whose  orders  from  me  were,  from 
first  to  last,  to  go  himself  with  every  drawing  which  was  not  an  exact  copy  of 

,  Coogk- 
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Fome  dra^^'ing  of  Captain  Ericaeon,  and  ascertain  wliotlier  he  accepted  it  as  his 
design,  and  if  not,  to  learn  the  modifications  required.  In  such  cases  I  ex- 
amiaed  the  modifications  demanded ;  if  I  approved  of  them  they  were  made, 
and  the  drawings  issued  to  the  builders;  otherwise,  I  would  go  personally  and 
confer  with  Captain  Eiicasoa,  aud  we  woidd  agree  upon  the  plans  to  be  used. 
Captain  Ericsson  made  three  sets  of  plaas  in  all  their  details,  as  follows :  First, 
the  original  Monitor;  second,  the  Paeeaic  class  of  monitors,  of  which  ten  wei-e 
huilt;  tlikd,  the  Dictator  and  Puritan,  ocean  monitors,  of  which  only  those  two 
were  huilt.  In  my  ofiice  there  were  made  four  seta  of  plans  in  the  manner 
which  I  have  already  described;  First,  the  Sauges  class  of  harbor  and  river 
monitors,  of  which  nine  were  built;  second,  the  light-draught  monitors,  of 
which  there  were  twenty;  third,  turrets,  pilot-houses,  and  impregnable  smoke- 
pipes  for  wooden  monitors  of  the  Monadnock  class,  of  which  there  were  four 
bnilt,  with  two  turrets  on  each;  fourth,  the  same  for  wooden  monitors  of  the 
Kalamazoo  class,  of  which  there  were  also  four  built,  with  two  turrets  each — 
the  turrets  being  larger  and  thicker,  and  with  different  detailed  arrangeraenta 
from  the  others.  Of  all  this  work  it  was  held  that  Captaia  Ericsson  was  the 
designer,  and  I  the  general  inspector,  nntil  the  light-draught  monitors  were  ac- 
counted failures,  when  it  was  published  throughoiit  the  country  that  I  was  the 
designer  of  them.  I  corrected  the  statement  to  that  effect  in  the  New  York 
TimiM  soon  after  the  monitors  were  commenced,  and  when  it  was  considered  by 
every  one  that  snch  a  statement  was  highly  complimentary  to  me.  Since  they 
have  been  considered  fsolures  as  they  were  first  built,  I  have  not  before  this  made 
any  public  denial  of  the  charge  of  being  their  designer,  as  I  believed  that  the 
truth  would  finally  come  to  light,  and  that  my  abilities  and  my  arduous  industry 
would  eventually  he  fully  appreciated  as  effectually  as  if  I  entered  upon  a 
newspaper  contiflversy  with  those  who  are  determined,  if  possible,  to  make  me 
the  scapegoat  for  their  shortcomings.  I  had  to  visit  Boston,  Philadelphia, 
Chester,  Pennsylvania,  and  Wilmington,  Delaware,  besides  a  great  many  places 
about  "New  York.  There  were  new  vessels  also  being  built  in  Cincinnati  and 
Pittsburg,  although  I  did  not  visit  there  uatU  some  time  after  that;  but  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  correspondence  growing  up,  making  out  all  these  new  con- 
tracts, teaching  civilian  inspectors  what  their  dnties  were,  and  learning  what 
were  the  views  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  of  Captain  Ericsson.  I  was  con- 
sequently occupied  pretty  closely. 

When  we  came  to  arrange  this  machineiy  in  the  new  way  they  came  to  me 
and  said  that  they  did  not  know  whether  the  ships  would  balance  in  that  way. 
It  will  be  understood  that  these  vessels  wei'e  designed  to  draw  the  same  amount 
of  water  at  one  end  as  the  other.  Now,  if  you  move  the  weights  in  the  ship 
you  of  course  afiect  the  draught  of  water,  and  it  is  necessary  to  make  calcula- 
tions about  the  displacement  of  the  vessel  in  all  its  length,  and  then  regulate 
the  weights  in  such  a  way  that  she  would  lie  nearly  levaton  the  water.  They 
made  their  calculations,  and  reported  to  me  tliat  the  vessel  was  not  large  enough 
to  hold  the  weights  to  be  put  upon  it — that  it  did  not  displace  water  enough. 
I  said,  "How  do  you  mean — does  it  draw  more  than  sis  feet  of  water?" 
Tliey  repHed,  "  It  draws  not  only  six  feet  of  water,  hut  all  the  vessel  above  the 
water  will  not  sustain  the  weight  to  be  put  upon  it."  In  the  ordinary  course  of 
things  I  would  go  and  consult  with  Captain  Ericsson  upon  such  a  matter.  I 
do  not  remember  whether  I  did  or  not ;  if  not,  it  was  because  I  did  not  have 
time.  The  remedy  was  obvious,  which  was  to  make  the  vessel  larger,  I 
directed  that  to  be  done,  and  the  vessel  was  increased  in  size.  They  then  came 
to  me  and  said,  "Now  we  have  it  all  right."  In  getting  such  a  thing  they  make 
it  by  trial  in  error,  taking  the  dimensions  and  making  the  calculations  after- 
wards. They  say,  "We  have  a  vessel  which  will  draw  six  feet  and  four  inches; 
the  side  armor  vnll  be  fifteen  inches  out  of  the  water,  and  it  will  carry  all  the 
weight."     I  said,  "Have  you  calculated  for  contingencies?  "     "Yes,  sir,"  was 
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the  reply,  "we  have  figured  it  aJI  out."  Then  I  said,  "If  you  .are  certain,  we 
better  go  at  it." 

Before  this,  I  had  employed  on  this  very  class  of  vessels,  which  had  to  be 
changed  ia  their  dimensions  to  get  them  to  float  properly,  a  naval  architect  of 
considerable  ability,  to  make  the  calculations,  and  I  put  them  beside  the  calcu- 
lations of  this  young  engineer.  This  other  man,  whom  I  had  employed  on  the 
reeommeudation  of  Captain  Ericsson,  had  been  taken  away,  and  I  eould  get  no 
other  in  hia  place.  Mr.  Allen  was  the  only  one  to  whom  I  could  trust  any- 
thing of  this  kind.  I  had  no  time  to  make  the  calculations  myself;  therefore, 
so  far  as  I  was  concerned,  I  had  to  trust  to  him,  and  then  send  the  plans  on  to 
Washingtou.  I  took  a  schedule  of  his  calculations  of  the  weights  because  I 
knew  that  sack  a  thing  should  not  be  trusted  to  any  one  man,  and  particulaa-ly 
to  one -80  young.  I  eanied  this  to  Mr.  Fox,  and  he  sent  me  down  to  Mr.  Len- 
thall,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction.  I  said  to  Mr.  Lenthall,  "Here  is 
the  calculation  of  the  weights;  in  the  first  column  is  the  quantity  in  cubic  feet 
of  iron  and  wood;  here  is  the  description,  and  the  first  item  is  the  coal  placed 
under  the  engines ;  next  comes  the  thickness  of  the  iron,  next  the  wood,  the 
number  of  cubic  feet,  which  we  use  in  arriving  at  the  weights ;  next  conies  the 
weight  of  the  iron,  and  the  final  column  gives  the  total."  After  going  through 
the  detail  in  that  way,  describing  each  part,  then  came  the  calcuIatioBB  for  the 
draught.  I  then  said,  "  Mr.  Lenthall,  here  are  these  weights;  you  know  better 
than  I  how  such  things  are  done,  and  how  much  such  materials  weigh,  and  you 
have  people  in  your  employ  who  understand  it.  I  have  not  calculated  these 
matters  myself  at  all,  and  it  has  only  been  done  by  a  young  second  aasislant 
engineer  in  my  ofiice — a  very  competent  youne  man.  There  they  are,  any 
way."  When  I  did  that  I  considered  that  I  had  transferred  my  responsibility 
for  these  weights  to  Mr.  Lenthall,  he  being  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
struction for  the  navy. 

Question.  Did  that  schedule  of  weights  that  you  furnished  correspond  to  the 
usual  way  of  making  these  naval  estimates  1 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  know,  it  did ;  but  there  ia  one  item  which  I  will  men- 
tion to  show  one  of  the  errors,  of  which  I  have  since  learned.  While  this  was 
going  on,  during  another  visit  to  Washington,  I  asked  Mr.  Lenthall,  "How 
many  pounds  per  cubic  foot  would  you  allow  in  such  calculations  for  white  oak, 
such  as  would  probably  be  used  in  sneb  vessels?"  The  answer  which  he  gave 
me  was  chai'acteristic  of  the  man,  "Ah!  well,"  said  he,  "you  ace  now,  live 
oak,  for  instance,  will  not  float  in  water;  we  have  to  put  pine  with  it  to  make  a 
raft  to  fioat;  then  white  oak  is  not  so  heavy  as  live  oak  j  pine  floats."  I  said, 
"Now,  bow  many  pounds  to  the  cubic  foot  would  you  allow?"  "Well,"  said 
he,  "  some  is  heavier  than  others ;  and,  if  you  take  the  same  stick,  one  end  will 
be  heavier  than  the  other."  The  amount  of  it  is,  if  I  had  not  known  the  man 
for  a  great  many  years  I  should  have  supposed  that  he  did  not  know. 

Question.  Was  that  all  the  answer  you  got  in  regard  to  the  allowance  yon 
sbonld  make  for  weight  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Then  I  went  to  Boston.  We  were  building  there  a  wooden 
monitor,  and  the  constructor  took  me  on  board  of  her.  She  was  then  well  in 
train.  He  showed  her  to  me,  and  I  said  to  him,  "I  see  that  your  timber  here 
is  about  as  green  as  we  probably  will  use  in  the  light-draught  vessels,  where 
there  is  to  be  a  great  deal  of  oak."  He  aaid,  "Yea;  you  cannot  get  seasoned 
timber  sufficient  for  the  pui'pose,"  I  said  to  him,  "  How  many  pounds  per  cubic 
foot  do  you  allow  in  calculating  for  your  displacement?"  He  gave  me  the  num- 
ber of  pounds  and  the  decimals  ;  I  think  it  was  52  6,  or  something  of  that  kind. 
Whatever  it  was,  it  was  one  or  two  pounds  less  than  fifty-fi.ve  pounds.  I  told 
tliis  young  man  to  allow  fifty-five  ponnda  per  cubic  foot,  thua  allowing  a  little 
margin.  I  find  by  these  calculations  that  there  were  470,000  pounds  allowed 
for  the  weight  of  the  live  oak.     Since  these  vessels  weie  built  I  have  taken 
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pains  to  liave  some  of  tho  oak  weighed,  and  I  find  tbat  it  weighs  seventy  pounds 
to  the  cubic  foot.  That  would  malic  a  dtfFerence  in  the  draught  of  the  veaael  of 
three  inches  juat  for  the  white  oak  alone. 

By  Mr.  Glooch ; 

Question.  Depending  entirely  upon  the  condition  of  the  oak  a3  to  eoaaoning  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  Mr.  Hanscom,  the  constructor  in 
Boston,  answered  roe  correctly.  He  had  probably  been  weighing  his  timber, 
lie  was  building  his  own  vessel  in  the  navy  yard,  where  he  had  all  the  facili- 
ties, and  could  arrive  at  this  thing.  I  suppose  he  gave  me  what  his  timber  did 
weigh,  hut  I  had  no  such  facilities  myself.  I  then  brought  these  plans  hack  to 
Washington,  as  I  have  said,  and  they  were  again  submitted  to  the  bureau,  who 
approved  of  the  plans  and  thought  they  were  all  satisfactoty.  Admiral  Smith 
also  saw  them  i  he  bad  always  felt  an  interest  in  these  veBsela.  Heswd,  "Why 
do  you  have  so  much  wood  on  the  outside  of  them?  That  ia  more  than  you 
want  for  armor  backing."  I  replied  that  it  was  a  part  of  the  plan  of  Captain 
Ericsson.  He  said,  "  There  is  auch  a  fine  opportunity  to  put  a  water  tank  right 
around  there,  so  that  when  you  are  navigating  new  waters  of  unknown  depth, 
or  new  channels,  when  you  get  aground  you  can  pump  out  the  water  and  raise 
your  vessel  off;  and  then,  when  you  are  free,  you  can  let  the  water  in  again 
and  go  on  i^ain."  I  aaid,  "Admiral,  that  is  a  point  that  was  first  suggested 
by  Mr.  Stevens,  of  Hoboken,  in  his  battery.  It  has  been  discussed  a  great  deal 
by  our  naval  oificers,  and  they  all  appear  to  think  it  to  be  a  good  plan.  I  am 
asked  on  every  hand  in  the  navy  why  we  do  not  have  these  tanks  in  the  moni- 
tors." The  reason  why  we  did  not  have  it  was  becanae  Captain  Ericsson  did 
not  put  it  in.  Here  was  a  eaae  where  we  wei-e  permitting  the  bureaus  of  the 
Navy  Department  to  interfere  with  his  plans.  I  said  to  the  admiral,  "Now  that 
an  officer  of  your  rank  and  abilities — a  man  that  has  looked  into  these  matters 
as  much  as  you  have~suggeats  this  thing,  and  recommends  it,  if  you  will  say 
that  you  are  in  earnest  in  your  recommendation  I  will  speak  of  it."  He  said, 
"  Certainly  I  am."  I  told  Mr.  Fox  what  the  admiral  had  said,  and  he  said, 
"Take  it  down  to  Mr.  Lenthall  and  find  out  from  him  whether  there  is  any  ob- 
jection on  his  part  to  the  introduction  of  such  an  arrangement  in  the  vessel."  I 
went  down  and  saw  him;  but,  iuatead  of  answering  the  question  whether  there 
was  any  objection  to  the  construction  of  it,  he  objected  to  it,  but  applied  hia  objec- 
tion to  having  any  auch  arrangement  in  the  vessel  any  way;  that  ia,  he  said  it 
was  not  necessary.  I  finally  wormed  out  of  him  his  views  aa  to  whether  it  was 
objectionable  as  a  piece  of  construction.  He  said,  "  No  ;  you  can  build  that  in 
without  any  difficulty  at  all.  So  far  as  the  construction  goes,  there  is  no  objec- 
tion whatever."  I  went  back  and  told  Mr.  Fox  what  Mr.  Lenthall  had  said.  I 
said  to  Mr.  Fos,  "You  yourself  are  a  naval  officer;  j^ou  ai'e  an  expert  in  these 
things,  and  you  ought  to  he  a  good  judge  of  whether  a  thing  is  useful  or  not  to 
an  officer  commanding  a  ship."  He  said,  "I  think  it  would  be."  I  aaid, 
"  Then  there  are  you  and  Admiral  Smith  who  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing." 
He  replied,  "  la  that  case  I  think  you  better  have  it.  You  better  take  your 
plans  back  to  New  York  and  have  them  so  far  modified  as  to  introduce  this." 
I  did  so,  and  came  back  again.  Juat  about  this  time  the  Navy  Department,  or 
at  least  the  government,  expected  to  make  an  attack  on  Charleston;  and  as  sev- 
eral monitors  were  to  be  employed  down  there,  it  was  thought  advisable  that  I 
should  go  down  and  report  to  the  admiral  commanding  the  fleet  for  duty  in  con- 
nexion with  it.  It  was  expected  that  I  would  explain  them  to  him,  and  to  the  officers 
and  crew,  and  that  I  would  assist  in  making  any  repair^if  they  should  receive  in- 
jury, and  lend  a  band  generally  in  regard  to  them.  That  took  me  away  from 
the  north  for  some  two  months.  While  I  was  away,  these  had  all  been  advertised 
and  bid  upon,  and  a  great  many  contracts  given  out,  so  that  when  I  came  back 
Part  IV 7 
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I  found  everytTiing  in  a  great  deal  of  confusion,  because  all  my  general  inapee- 
tion  had  been  going  on  as  it  best  coiild.  When  the  head  one  is  away  you  can 
understand  that  things  will  get  into  confusion.  I  was  not  the  head  of  tbe  whole 
system,  because  Admiral  Gregory  was  the  head;  but  I  was  the  bead  of  inapec- 
tiou,  I  came  back  and  found  that  when  the  engines  eame  to  be  drawn  out  in 
detail  they  were  not  approved  by  Captain  Ericsson,  He  had  not  only  disap- 
proved the  engines,  but  he  did  not  like  the  man,  and  I  had  to  turn  him  away 
and  hire  another  man  to  design  the  engines.  He  was  a  man  who  had  had  a 
great  deal  of  experience  in  such  work.  Captain  Ericsson  liked  the  man,  and 
told  me  to  send  him  in  to  him ;  he  talked  with  him,  and  said  he  woold  do.  "  He 
has  a  good  head  on  him,"  said  he,  I  gave  thought  to  the  matter  when  I  had 
an  opportunity.  I  still  retained  the  same  young  man  in  general  charge  of  these 
matters  as  long  as  I  remained  there. 

In  this  Charleston' tight,  when  they  went  in  and  made  their  attack,  we  found 
a  great  many  points  there  which  needed  improvement.  That  waa  the  next  ex- 
perience which  we  had  after  the  fight  between  the  Monitor  and  the  Merrimack. 
That  afforded  us  a  great  fand  of  new  experience.  When  I  came  back,  it  was 
decided  that  that  information  shonld  be  all  used  in  improving  the  monitors  that 
were  then  being  built,  so  that  when  we  did  get  the  vessels  they  should  be  good 
ones,  It  waa  decided  to  add  these  improvements  to  these  light-draught  moni- 
tors, and  we  improved  them  in  such  a  way  that  it  added  to  the  draught  of  the 
vessels  six  inches.  The  deck  of  these  vessels  was  very  peculiar,;  it  rounded  up 
in  the  middle  with  a  crown  of  twenty-ttiree  inches,  so  that  when  the  side  was 
nine  inches  out  of  water,  the  middle  would  be  thirty-two  inches.  They  had 
much  more  displacement  above  water  than  the  other  vessels,  ao  that  we  consid- 
ered it  rather  a  good  thing  than  otherwise  to  have  this  side  armor  down  in  the 
water  out  of  the  reach  of  shot.  When  we  came  to  finish  the  first  vessel,  I  went 
on  to  Boston  and  attended  to  it  personally.  I  put  eveiything  ia — p. led  on  every- 
thing according  to  the  original  intention — although  I  saw  she  was  going  down 
prftty  well ;  but  I  wanted  to  ascertain  just  where  we  did  stand  in  regard  to  tliese 
matteis.  I  therefore  put  on  everything  that  waa  to  be  put  on  the  vessel.  I 
found  that  the  side  of  the  veseel  would  be,  on  an  average,  two  inches  out  of 
water,  It  would  float  very  even.  The  disposition  of  the  weights  was  veiy 
good — a  little  up  by  the  stern,  as  every  naval  officer  likes  to  have  it.  At  this 
point  Captain  Ei-icsaon  was  very  much  airaid  that  these  vessels  would  break  in 
two;  he  had  expressed  auch  fears  before,  because  of  the  arrangement  of  the 
boilera.  He  said  that  in  his  airangement  of  the  boilers  he  had  diagonal  stays 
going  down  over  the  boOers,  whereas  ia  the  new  arrangement  you  could  not 
get  in  the  stays  at  all,  and  the  vessel's  back  would  break  when  she  got  into  a 
sea.  I  did  not  concur  in  that  opinion,  but  thought  these  vessels  would  pass  from 
one  poi't  to  auodier  in  perfect  safety,  and  I  expected  to  go  fi-om  Boston  to  New 
York  in  that  vessel.  But  "Mr.  Fas,  as  I  understood,  went  on  to  the  north  to  see 
Captain  Ericsson,  who  impressed  upon  him  the  danger  of  sending  that  vessel  to 
sea,  stating  that  it  might  founder  in  passing  from  Boston  to  New  York,  and  ad- 
vised him  not  to  build  the  other  vessels  in  that  way.  Captain  Ericsson  ia  one 
of  tliose  strong  men  who  will  influence  people  very  much  by  his  manner  and  his 
abilities.  I  think  he  impressed  the  Navy  Department  fnUy  with  the  idea  that 
it  was  dangerous  to  send  these  vessels  to  sea.  I  was  then  removed  from  the  posi- 
tion of  general  inspector,  and  the  department  decided  to  raise  several  of  these 
vessels  up,  and  to  mate  them  torpedo  boats,  not  rec^uiring  turrets.  In  regard 
to  some  fifteen  of  them  they  decided  to  raise  np  the  sides  twenty-two  inches; 
that  would  add  some  six  inches  to  the  draught  of  water,  but  would  leave  the 
vessel  eighteen  inches  out  of  water;  and  I  think  they  are  going  on  now  and 
building  the  vessels  with  these  changes.  I  do  not  know  what  other  detail 
changes  they  are  making,  for  1  have  been  at  sea.  I  have  every  reason  to  think 
that  they  are  very  good  vessels,  and  they  will  certainly  be  an  advantage  to  the 
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service  in  many  respects,  which  have  impressed  them  selves  upon  me  more  than 
eyer  before  since  I  have  been  out  in  this  fleet  of  Admiral  Porter's.  I  have  been 
in  the  frigate  Wabash,  down  ia  the  fleet  which  has  been  attacking  Port  Fisher, 
where  we  had  several  monitors. 

Question.  Describe  the  classes  of  monitors  yon  had  down  there. 
Answer.  We  had  three  of  the  river  and  haj'bor  monitors  that  were  built  from 
drawings  which  were  issued  from  my  office,  made  in  the  same  way  and  upon 
tlie  same  general  plan  as  the  light-draught  monitors.  We  then  had  the  Monad- 
nock,  a  vessel  built  in  the  Boston  navy  yard  by  Mr.  Hanscom.  All  these  ves- 
sels there  drew  more  water  than  was  at  first  intended.  For  instance,  it  was 
intended  that  the  Monadnock  should  he  three  feet  out  of  water  at  the  side ; 
she  was  two  feet  six  inches.  These  other  vessels  were  expected  to  be  eighteen 
inches  full ;  they  are  twelve  inches.  And  all  except  the  first  monitor  draw 
mora  water  than  was  at  first  intended.  We  always  find,  in  approaching  com- 
pletion, that  we  gain  new  experience  during  the  progress  of  construction ;  and 
we  have  added  and  added  weight  here  and  there.  I  had,  from  my  position  on 
the  Wabash,  a  better  opportunity  to  watch  these  vessels  in  gales  of  wind,  and 
to  observe  the  difference  between  a  vessel  two  feet  and  a  half  out  of  water,  and 
one  which  was  only  one  foot.  I  would  say  now  that  I  would  not  build  a  ves- 
sel of  that  class.  I  would  make  veiy  sure,  indeed,  that  she  would  be  at  least 
two  feet  out  of  water,  and  I  would  make  my  design  for  three  feet,  I  found 
that  every  naval  officer  felt  much  more  secure  in  a  vessel  high  out  of  water — 
felt  that  he  had  much  more  leeway  when  the  vessel  was  leaking  badly,  before 
the  vessel  would  sink.  In  calculating  upon  the  matter,  we  find  that  we  can 
build  a  vessel  with  the  sides  three  feet  out  of  water,  and  still  retain  all  the  good 
qualities. 

By  the  chaiiman  r 

Question.  The  vessel  is  more  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  it  requires  much  more  weight  and  more  machinery, 
&c. ;  but  it  is  worth  that  much  more  when  you  get  it,  because  of  the  additional 
saftty  of  the  vessel.  It  is  more  roomy  inside.  It  is  easier  to  ventilate  such  a 
vessel. 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  fleet  at  the  time  of  the  bombardment  of  Fort 
Fisher? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  during  both  attacks;  I  was  in  a  wooden  frigate,  the  Wa- 

Question.  Do  you  consider  these  light-draught  monitors  of  any  use  as  they 
were  first  built,  before  the  sides  were  built  up.  Oould  they  be  put  to  any  use 
as  war  vessels? 

Answer.  The  Chimo,  which  was  finished  and  tried,  had  one  serious  fault, 
aside  fi-om  the  great  draught  of  water;  that  was  the  want  of  speed.  This  want 
of  speed  was  due  to  the  very  fact  of  the  increased  draught  of  water.  Jv  oider 
to  protect  the  propellers  from  shot,  they  were  covered  over  in  the  monitor  ves- 
sels by  an  overhang  aft.  To  build  a  vessel  to  draw  only  six  feet  of  water,  and 
then  have  an  overhang  go  down  into  the  water,  and  almost  be  closed  in  ovei  the 
propeller,  you  require  the  propeller  to  be  of  a  larger  diameter  than  six  feet,  or 
you  would  not  get  any  speed  at  all.  This  propeller  was  made  nine  feet  in  diiim- 
cter.  It  was  not  expected  in  the  original  design  that  tliere  would  be  water  Cr>3i- 
fined  in  there,  but  it  turned  out  to  be  so,  in  coDsequence  of  the  increased  draught 
If  you  consider  the  action  of  a  screw  propeller,  yon  will  observe  that  m  the 
revolution  the  angular  blade,  as  the  vessel  is  advancing,  presses  the  water  back-  . 
wards.  Engineers  say  that  such  a  propeller  slips  twenty  per  cent.,  for  instance. 
The  water  comes  between  a  solid  and  a  vacuum  in  this  action  of  the  screw.  If 
the  water  in  this  box,  made  by  the  overhang,  had  been  a  solid,  you  could  not 
have  revolved  the  propeller  at  all;  and  with  the  vessel  having  that  increased 
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drangbt  tte  ■water  is  carried  along  in  the  vessel,  and  the  propeller,  in  its  action, 
does  nothing  hut  churn  the  water,  with  one  hundred  per  cent,  slip  ;  anil  to  that 
extent  you  retard  the  velocity  of  the  vessel,  for  if  you  do  not  make  revolutions, 
you  can  make  no  speed. 

Question.  The  overhang  kept  the  screw  from  having  any  foothold,  m  you 
might  say  1 

Answer.  It  was  just  like  a  dead  weight  hanging  on  it — a  great  friction ;  and 
the  boilers  were  limited  to  a  pressure  of  fifty  pounds  to  the  square  inch.  1 
considered  at  that  time  that  if  we  should  cut  sway  this  overhang,  in  such  a  way 
as  to  provide  for  the  increased  draught  of  water — and  it  was  a  small  affair  to 
do  that — free  these  propellers  and  permit  them  to  revolve  properly,  we  should 
have  a  very  fair  speed,  such  as  was  expected  in  the  first  place,  with  the  excep- 
tion that  it  requires  more  power  to  drive  a  vessel  deep  in  the  water  than  one 
that  is  light. 

Question.  What  was  the  expected  speed  of  these  vessels  1 
Answer.  The  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Engineering  made  calculations  upon  the 
Buhjeet,  andsaid  they  would  go  nine  knots  an  hour.     I  never  calculated  the  speed. 
Question.  What  do  you  suppose  they  would  do  as  finally  made,  with  over- 
hang and  all  t 

Answer.  We  tried  this  vessel,  and  it  went  three  knots  and  a  half.  The  people 
were  walking  about  the  decks,  taking  observations.  The  pilot,  taking  bis  points 
from  the  Ugbt-house  here  and  something  there,  declared  that  the  vessel  waa 
going  six  knots;  but  I  borrowed  a  chip  log  of  a  Russian  frigate  which  was  in 
the  harbor,  and  hove  it.  They  reported  at  one  time  four  knots,  and  at  another 
time  three  knots  and  a  half.  My  belief  was  that  the  speed  was  three  knots  and 
a  half,  and  I  so  reported.  It  is  a  common  thing,  upon  such  vessels  and  upon  such 
occasions,  to  report  the  highest  that  any  one  will  name. 

Question.  Would  she  be  able  to  go  np  a  river,  or  stem  a  strong  tide  ? 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  three  and  a  half  knots  is  not  fast  enough  ;  but  I  stiO  con- 
sider that  if  we  cut  away  the  overhang  so  as  to  clear  the  propellers,  we  might 
get  seven  knots,  which  is  about  what  the  others  would  do. 
Question.  Were  the  engines  and  boilers  correct  ? 

Answer,  They  worked  admirably.  I  was  very  much  surprised  to  find  the 
machinery  work  so  well  in  that  particular  vessel  as  it  did.  I  went  to  Boston 
on  the  Ist  of  May  with  the  intention  of  completing  that  vessel  in  one  mouth. 
I  did  do  it  in  six  weeks,  very  much  to  the  astonishment  of  all  people  who  un- 
derstaud  these  matters ;  but  the  government  gave  me  unlimited  power  to  do 
things  as  1  wished — allowed  me  to  spead  some  extra  money,  because  we  wanted 
the  vessel  in  the  waters  of  North  Carolina  for  a  special  purpose. 

Question.  Do  you  or  not  believe  that  iron-clads  for  light- draught  purposes, 
such  as  aro  built  on  the  plan  of  the  ironsides,  are  better  than  those  of  the  moni- 
tor ionat 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not,  for  a  reason  which  I  have  partially  explained; 
you  have  to  carry  so  much  more  weight  above  the  water.  If  you  take  a  given 
draught  and  dimensions  of  vessel  you  can  certainly  carry  only  a  given  weight 
of  iron  for  armor  above  water.  The  study  should  then  be  to  put  on  the  armor 
in  snch  a  form  that  it  will  have  as  great  thickness  as  possible.  If  you  have 
Itirge  area,  then  you  have  small  thickness,  and  the  shot  goes  through.  In  the 
monitor  arrangement  of  vessel  the  hull  is  low,  and  the  turret  which  sun-ounds 
the  guns  is  the  smallest  armature  you  can  put  around  a  gua  and  have  it  operate. 
Question.  That  is,  you  can  make  it  equally  strong  with  less  weight  of  ii-oa 
than  in  any  other  form  t 
Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  Because  you  do  not  have  so  largo  a  siii-faco  to  cover! 
Answer,  Yes,  sir;  and  then,  again,  you  can  handle  your  heavy  guns  with  a 
ess  number  of  men,  because  a  large  portion  of  the  work  is  done  by  steam 
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Tlte  turning  around  of  tho  tuiTct,  and  the  taking  aim  of  the  gun,  is  all  dono 
by  atejim. 

Queatioa.  Do  you  belicTC  these  largo  15-inch  guns  arc  more  destructive 
of  the  enemy's  ■works  or  ships,  than  the  same  amount  of  meta!  distributed 
through  more  guns  J 

Answer.  I  think  they  are  more  destructive  against  iroa-clads,  or  almost  any- 
where that  you  wish  to  destroy  a  very  sti^ing  structure.  There  might  be  cases 
where  a  greater  number  of  guns  would  have  more  effect  than  the  large  15- 
inch  guas;  for  instance,  where  there  are  a  great  number  of  people,  and  you 
wish  to  keep  up  a  very  rapid  fire  in  order  to  keep  them  away  from  their  guns. 
That  might  be  better  done  with  a  larger  number  of  smaller  guns;  but  I  think 
for  naval  fighting,  for  sea  fighting,  oi  rather  for  fighting  ships,  the  15-inch 
gun  is  far  preferable  to  any  other  which  has  been  made. 

Question.  How  many  of  these  guns  failed  in  the  fight  at  Fort  Fisher  1 

Answer.  I  understood  there  were  three. 

Question.  "Were  they  on  these  monitors? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  these  mocitors  have  a  9-inch  gun  with  the  15-inch  gun  ? 

Answer.  In  the  Passaic  class  we  put  in  an  11-inch  gun  with  the  15-iiich  gan, 
because  we  did  not  have  enough  of  the  15-inch  guns  made. 

Question.  Did  any  of  the  11-inch  guns  fail  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heai-d  of  an  11-inch  gun  failing. 

Question.  How  many  of  the  15-inch  guns  do  yoa  suppose  you  had  in  tliat 
fight? 

Answer.  I  think  there  were  ten.  One  of  them  failed  because  a  shell  exploded 
in  it,  which,  I  believe,  it  is  understood  will  burst  any  ordinai-y  gun  we  have ; 
and  that  might  have  been  the  cause  of  the  other  failures ;  I  do  not  know.  The 
officers  of  tihe  vessel  on  which  that  gun  failed  told  me  that  they  had  the  same 
confidence  in  the  gun  as  before.  The  engineer  of  the  ship,  who  had  no  occasion 
to  go  into  the  turret,  says  he  will  go  there  now  aa  readily  as  before. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  of  the  Parrott  gun  failing  t 

Answer.  I  know  that  several  of  the  lOO-pounders  failed.  I  visited  one  ship 
to  see  a  big  shot  that  came  into  the  boiler,  and  one  of  these  guns  had  failed  on 
that  ship.  I  examined  the  gun,  and  found  that  it  failed  in  a  very  peculiar  way, 
one  that  1  never  heard  of  before.  This  Parrott  gun  was  made  with  a  wrought- 
iron  band  shrunk  on  the  breech.  This  band  extends  forward  partly  over  the 
hollow  part  of  the  gun.  This  gan  had  broken  transversely,  immediately  at  the 
base  of  the  cylindrical  part  of  the  bore,  and  the  breech  had  then  blown  ont.  I 
saw  the  fracture  of  that  gun,  and  it  was  as  true  and  correct  as  anything  could 
be  made,  except  it  wj^  absolutely  cut  with  a  knife.  I  saw  it  a  day  or  two  after 
it  occurred,  bwbre  it  got  rusted,  and  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  band 
which  had  been  shrunk  on  was  too  tight.  There  was  a  tension  of  the  band  and 
compression  of  the  iron.  If  the  gun  had  never  been  fired  it  never  would  have 
broken ;  but  every  time  you  fired  it  this  tension  of  the  outer  band  affected  the 
cast-iron  within  it  as  if  it  had  been  struck  with  the  blow  of  a  sledgo.  The  part 
which  was  hollow  would  be  affected  in  a  way  that  the  part  which  was  solid 
would  not.  This  band,  with  its  compression,  acted  as  a  shear  to  cut  off'  the 
cast-iron  from  the  cireumferenee  to  the  centre  all  around.  When  you  had  fired 
it  a  Buificient  number  of  times  to  loosen  the  metal,  it  would  blow  out.  That  was 
merely  my  view  of  the  matter. 

Question.  How  much  additional  expense  did  the  extra  work  upon  those  vessels, 
from  time  to  time,  amount  to — that  is,  expense  that  was  not  contemplated  in  the 
original  contrapt  before  you  commenced  to  alter  them  ? 

Answer.  When  yon  come  to  speak  of  expense  in  such  matters,  of  dollars  and 
cents,  1  would  refer  to  a  certain  time  in  August  or  September,  1863,  when  I 
made  estimates  of  how  much  it  would  be  for  tliis  extra  expense.     Sly  estimates 
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tiicn  amounted  to  Bome  thirty-two  or  thirty- three  thousand  dollars.  There  were 
afterwarda  more  things  put  on,  which  would  make  it  cost  two  or  three  thousand 
dollars  more.  Many  of  these  things  had  to  be  paid  for  by  the  contractors  after- 
wards, when  prices  had  risen,  I  do  not  think  these  things  have  been  paid  for 
by  the  government  yet,  and  I  think  they  will  cost  the  government  more  than  I 


Question.  You  finally  abandoned  this  tank  airangement  on  the  sides? 
Answer.  That  was  in  operation  in  the  CLimo. 
Question.  Has  it  been  retained  there  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  have  heard  people  say  they  were  going  to  abolish 
it,  but  1  do  not  know  whether  they  have  or  not. 

By  Mr.  G^ooch : 

Question.  If  I  understand  you  correctly,  so  far  as  the  estimates  of  weights 
are  conceraed,  they  were  never,  to  your  knowledge,  reviewed  by  anybody  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  or  not. 

Question.  And  these  twenty  vessels  were  hnilt  upon  the  estimates  of  this 
ypnng  and  inexperienced  engineer,  Allen,  of  whom  you  have  spoken  ? 

Answer,  Tes,  sir.  I  do  not  like  the  term  " inespejienced,"  as  apphed  to 
him,  except  relatively,  for  he  had  done,  to  my  knowleclge,  a  great  deal  of  the 
estimating  of  weights  for  the  Novelty  Works  while  he  was  an  apprentice 
there,  while  I  was  assistant  engineer,  I  was  waiting  orders  for  more  than  a 
year,  and,  with  the  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  went  to  the  Novelty 
Iron  Works,  and  was  employed  as  a  draughtsman  there.  The  Seeretaiy  thought 
it  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  me  as  an  engineer,  and  that  the  government 
would  some  day  get  the  benefit  of  it.  During  the  time  I  was  there  this  yoang 
man  was  there.  He  was  the  nephew  of  the  president  of  the  works ;  and  his 
nncie  told  me  that  if  I  couid  advance  the  young  man  in  any  way  he  would  be 
obliged  to  me.  I  therefore  employed  him  as  assistant  in  the  work  I  was  doing. 
And  I  know  that  after  that  he  had  to  do  a  great  deal  of  calculating  and  esti- 
mating of  weights.  And  I  will  say  that  in  these  first  vessels  that  he  calculated — 
those  of  the  Sangns  class — when  we  came  to  launch  them,  they  corresponded 
very  nearly  with  his  calculations ;  the  draught  of  water  did  not  vary  half  an 
inch  from  his  estimate. 

Question.  "What  was  his  agel 

Answer.  About  twenty-four  years  old,  I  should  think.     He  went  to  the 
Novelty  Works  when  he  was  sixteen.    I  never  did  consider  him  an  old  experi- 
enced engineer,  but  then  he  had  had  a  peculiar  experience  beyond  what  men 
generally  get  at  his  age. 
By  the  chairman : 

Question.  Did  you  expect  Mr.  Lenthall  to  review  this  work,  so  as  to  correct 
it  if  he  found  anything  wrong  ? 

Answer,  I  thought  that  if  I  had  been  chief  of  a  bureau,  giving  out  contracts 
for  which  I  was  responsible,  I  should  have  done  it. 

By  Mr.  Gooch ; 

Question.  In  your  judgment,  was  it  the  duty  of  the  chief  of  the  bureau  to 
have  verified  these  estimates  ? 

Answer.  Decidedly  so. 

Question.  Was  it  not  possible — was  it  not  a  practicable  thing — to  have  de- 
termined exactly  the  amount  of  displacement  hy  the  application  of  well-known 
rules,  or  the  weighing  of  portions  of  the  material  of  which  the  weight  was  not 
exactly  known  1 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  you  conld  have  arrived  at  the  weight  in  a  case  of  thia 
kind  with  the  accui'acy  that  you  could  in  ordinary  vessels.     TheTwngtractoi;  in 
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;e  is  going  to  take  it  out 
?eigh  it ;  but  Iiere  were 
twenty  vessels  being  built  all  over  tbe  country,  from  Maine  to  Miesouri.  You 
did  not  know  where  the  timber  which  you  got  grew,  you  did  not  know  where 
you  were  to  get  it,  or  anything  about  it.  Toncould,  therefore,  only  make  a  gen- 
eral estimate. 

Question.  As  the  draught  of  water  in  these  vessels  could  vary  so  little  with- 
out destroying  their  efficiency,  was  it  not  of  the  very  greatest  importance  that 
every  test  should  be  applied  to  determine  exactly  the  weight  of  the  materials  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  we  all  committed  errors  in  that  respect.  But  these 
two  hureauB  were  always  inimical  to  these  vessels.  I  always  had  the  feeling 
that  they  would  naturally  oppose  anything  which  I  proposed,  because  I  was 
connected  with  them.  For  instance,  when  I  asked  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Steam  Engineering  for  engineers  to  inspect  the  work,  he  said,  "  I  have  nothing 
to  do  with  them.  These  vessels  are  not  being  built  under  the  bureau,  and  you 
cannot  have  naval  engineers  for  that  purpose,"  I  answered,  "  These  are  naval 
vessels  ;  they  are  buUt  for  the  Navy  Department,  and  the  navy  will  be  injured 
or  benefited  as  they  are  bad  or  good  ;  therefore,  I  think  we  ought  to  have  a  sys- 
tem.of  inspection  which  will  insuretheir  excellence."  Hesaid,  "  I  am  not  going 
to  order  good  inspectors  to  watch  the  riveting  of  a  lot  of  old  boiler  iron,  and 
that  is  the  end  of  it."  I  went  to  him  again  ;  I  tried  to  come  over  his  feelings 
by  calling  to  mind  our  old  friendships  and  old  associations.  I  said  to  bim,  "  My 
dear  fellow,  I  will  be  able  some  of  these  days  to  do  you  as  much  of  a  favor  as 
this  will  be  for  you  to  do  me  " — putting  it  upon  the  ground  of  a  personal  favor. 
He  said,  "  I  intend  that  you  shall  do  everything  for  me  that  I  ask  of  you,  and 
that  I  shall  do  nothing  for  you  that  you  ask  of  me."  Of  course  there  was 
nothing  more  to  be  said. 

Question.  Then  there  was  not  that  co-operation  which  there  should  have  been 
upon  the  part  of  the  Bureaus  of  Engineering  and  of  Oonstruetion  in  relation 
to  these  monitors  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  always  felt  that  it  was  a  regular  fight — that  we  had  to 
conquer  thera  before  we  could  get  them  to  do  anything  On  the  one  side  it  was 
a  fight  with  the  bureaus,  and  on  the  other  side  it  was  a  fight  with  the  contrac- 
tors, to  make  them  do  anything  right.  It  was  a  very  unpleasant  position  which 
I  held. 

By  the  chairman  : 

Question.  Had  the  Navy  Department  atiy  knowledge  of  this  want  of  co-op- 
eration on  the  part  of  the  bureaus  ? 

Answer.  It  never  appeared  to  me  that  the  Navy  Department  appreciated  the 
animtia  of  these  men.  It  always  seemed  to  me,  when  I  complained  to  Mr.  Fox, 
that  he  did  not  quite  believe  I  gave  the  right  tone  to  it — lie  thought  perhaps 
that  I  was  partly  at  fault.  But  I  think — in  fact,  I  know — that  the  Navy  De- 
partment knew  they  were  not  giving  much  assistance.  I  consider  that  the  Sec- 
retary and  the  Assistant  Secretary  and  Admiral  Smith  deserve  the  greatest 
credit  for  the  production  of  the  monitors,  assuming  that  the  monitors  are  cred- 
itable. 

By  Mr.  Gooch  ; 

Question.  Was  there  a  good  understanding  between  yon  and  Captain  Erics- 
son during  the  progress  of  the  construction  of  these  monitors  1 

Answer.  Yes,  air,  until  after  all  the  plans  were  out  and  had  been  issued. 
About  a  year  ago  we  had  a  difference,  which  still  remains,  and  I  have  felt  that 
it  was  in  part  his  personal  feeling  towards  me  that  has  governed  his  action  in 
regard  to  these  light-draught  vessels.  First,  he  represented  that  T  was  the  de- 
signer, and  therefore  entirely  responsible  for  eveiytliing  connected  with  them. 

,  Google 
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Then  he  represented  that  tho  plana  were  very  poor  indeed  ;  he  denied  some 
things  that  he  was  the  author  of. 

Question,  What  was  the  exact  condition  of  the  work  when  this  rupture  be- 
tween yourself  and  Captain  Erieeson  took  place  t 

Answer.  The  plans  were  nearly  all  issued  to  the  contractors  for  building. 
The  rupture  took  place  in  reference  to  this  harbor  and  river  class  of  monitors, 
I  think  that  perhaps  there  were  a  few  drawings  sent  out  afterwards,  because, 
although  there  was  a  rupture  between  us,  and  I  did  not  visit  him  personally, 
there  was  constant  commuoieation  between  my  office  and  his,  and  I  thought 
that  fine  of  my  assistants  was  very  officious  iu  making  this  breach  as  wide  as 
possible ;  however,  that  did  not  prevent  my  sending  the  drawings  to  Captain 
Ericsson  for  his  approval.  -I  remember  now  particularly,  that  the  drawing  for 
the  gun-carriages  for  the  light-draught  monitors  went  down  to  him  for  his  ap- 
proval after  we  had  our  difficulty — that  is,  the  modifications  of  the  gua- carnages 
which  were  necessary. 

Question.  Who  do  you  say  is  the  author  or  designer  of  the  light-draught 
iron-clad  monitors  t 

.Answer,  Captain  Ericsson  first  designed  the  vessel  j  the  Bureau  of  Engineer- 
ing modified  the  machinery,  and  then  the  water  tank  was  added,  as  I  have  ex- 
plained. I  was  obliged  to  have  these  drawings  made  in  my  office,  and  I  had  to 
decide  a  great  many  points  about  the  details.  Captain  Ericsson,  therefore,  says 
that  I  was  tlie  designer  of  the  vessel,  I  might  as  well  turn  around  and  say 
that  such  a  man  who  drew  it  had  designed  it,  because  he  did  a  great  deal. 
By  the  chairman : 

Question.  Did  not  Captain  Ericsson  furnish  a  plan  of  these  liglit-diaught 
monitors  for  the  department  1 

Answer,  Tea,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  also  exhibit  one  1 

Answer.  Not  then. 

Question.  Did  you  at  any  time  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  only  the  modifications  directed  by  the  bureau. 

Question,  Then  yon  did  not  furnish  the  department  with  any  draught  of  a 
monitor  on  your  own  plan  1 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  put  in  modifications  according  to  the  direction  of  the 
heads  of  the  bureaus  here. 
By  Mr,  Gooch : 

Question,  Did  Captain  Ericsson  submit  full  plans  and  specifications  in  rela- 
tion to  the  monitors  which  he  proposed  to  build] 

Answer.  He  presented  similar  .plans  to  these,  with  rather  fuller  specifications. 

Question.  Were  those  plans  and  specifications  accompanied  by  full  estimates 
made  in  relation  to  weights  and  displacements} 

Answer.  1  do  not  know. 

Question.  Then  you  do  not  know  whether  a  monitor  built  precisely  as  he  pro- 
posed would  have  drawn  more  water  than  was  contemplated  or  not  "i 

Answer.  No,  air ;  except  that  this  young  engineer  calculated  this  vessel  with 
Captain  Ericsson,  and  said  that  with  that  arrangement  it  would  sink. 

Question.  Without  any  weights  other  than  those  contemplated  by  Captain 
Ericsson  "i 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
By  the  hcairman : 

Question.  Do  you  profess  to  be  a  designer  yourself? 

Answer.  I  have  designed  works.  I  feel  myself  competent  to  design  an  iron- 
clad vessel,  including  h"ll,  armature,  and  macliineiy.     It  has  been  my  special 
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atady,  over  since  I  commenceiJ  to  learn  tlie  profession  of  engineering,  to  become 
a  constructing  engineer.  I  regard  my  services  in  tde  navy  as  a  sea-going  engi- 
neer as  tributary  to  lay  profession  as  a  constructing  engineer.  My  main  studies 
have  been  to  ascertain  now  ships  and  machinery  should  be  constructed.  In 
regard  to  ships,  I  have  confined  myself  to  the  construction  of  iron  ships.  Pre- 
paratory to  that,  it  is  necessary  to  study  naval  architecture,  which  I  commenced 
to  do  as  oarly  as  1852.  I  do  not  profess  to  know  how  to  build  a  wooden  ship, 
but  I  do  profess  to  know  how  an  iron  ship  should  be  built,  in  all  of  its  details. 


Washington,  February  17,  1S65. 

Ml'.  B.  F.  ISHGHwooD  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  chairman ; 

Qu^tJon.  What  is  your  official  connexion  with  the  Navy  Department  ? 

Answer.  I  am  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering. 

Question,  What  knowledge  of,  and  what  connexion  with,  the  consti'uction  of 
the  twenty  light-draught  monitors  lately  eonatructed  by  the  order  of  the  govern- 
ment, did  you  have  at  any  time^ 

Answer.  I  have  never  had  any  connexion  with  them  in  any  way  or  manner. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  brought  into  such  relations  to  them  in  any 
way  as  to  know  anything  about  their  construction^  And  if  there  have  been 
any  faults  or  errors  about  their  construction,  do  you  know  what  they  are  1 

Answer,  As  I  never  saw  either  the  drawings  or  the  specifications  of  those 
vessels,  I  have  really  no  knowledge  upon  the  subject  except  from  mere  rumor 
and  hearsay. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  En^eer  Stimera  with 
regard  to  their  construction^ 

Answer.  None  at  all,  with  the  exception,  I  think,  that  he  once  epoke  to  me 
about  the  boilers  to  be  put  in  them.  I  made  some  suggestions  with  regard  to 
the  boilers,  which  were  not  followed,  however.  That  is  the  only  conversation 
or  communication  I  ever  had  with  him  on  the  subject. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  their  engines  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  1  never  saw  either  the  drawings  or  specifications  of  those 
vessels;  and  consequently,  of  my  own  knowledge,  I  could  say  really  nothing 
about  it.     Since  they  have  been  completed  I  have  been  on  hoard  one  of  them. 

Question.  Which  one  was  that  J 

Answer.  The  Chimo,  at  Boston ;  I  happened  accidentally  to  bo  in  Boston 
near  where  she  was  lying  at  the  dock,  aud,  as  a  matter  of  curiosity,  I  went  on 
hoard  and  looked  at  it. 

Question.  Did  you  inspect  her  engines  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  gave  merely  a  cursory  glance  at  the  vessel. 
By  Mr.  Gooch : 

Question.  Did  Mr,  Stimers  ever  aeek  to  obtain  from  you  any  information  in 
relation  to  the  engines  or  boilers  of  these  monitors  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  except  what  I  have  stated.  I  made  a  little  sketch  of  a 
boiler — suggested  an  idea  of  a  boiler,  which  was  not  followed. 

Qsiestion,  No  application  waa  ever  made  to  you  by  Mr,  Stimers,  or  anybody 
else,  for  any  inatructiou  or  itrforniation  in  relation  to  the  boilers  or  engines  of 
these  monitors  % 

Answer.  Nothing  but  what  I  have  jnst  stated.  Some  time  after  all  the  plans 
had  been  adopted,  I  believe,  I  waa  asked  for  an  estimate  of  how  fast  a  certain 
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quantity  of  boiler  ought  to  drive  a  certma  ainid-ship  section,  and  I  made  tlio 
estimate ;  tbat  was  all.  I  had  no  plans,  ov  anyttirig  of  the  kind,  before  me ;  I 
liad  merely  so  many  square  feet  of  amid-ship  section,  to  tell  how  a  certain 
amount  of  boiler  could  drive  that. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  those  boilers  anc!  engines  were  built  after 
the  plans  of  any  boilers  or  engines  of  yours  used  in  other  monitors  ? 

Answer.  At  that  time  I  had  never  made  any  drawings  for  boilers  for  other 
monitors.  Since  then  I  have  made  drawings  for  machinery  for  the  wooden 
monitors  we  built,  and  in  those  I  used  what  is  known  ae  the  modern  boiler,  an 
entirely  different  boiler  from  what  is  in  these  light  monitors. 

Question.  Have  yon  given  such  examination  or  attention  to  these  monitors 
that  you  have  formed  any  opinion  as  to  the  causes  of  their  failure? 

Answer.  I  have  certainly  formed  an  opinion  with  i-egard  to  the  causes  of  their 
failure.  I  think  the  failure  is  entirely  due  to  the  errors  of  detail ;  not  to  the 
general  design  of  the  vessel,  but  to  errors  of  detail  made  by  the  cngiaeer  who 
had  the  designing  of  the  work. 

Question.  Whom  do  yon  mean? 

Answer.  Ohief  Engineer  Stimers.     The  work  was  put  entirely  into  hia  hands. 
By  the  chairman : 

Question,  Did  you  make  such  an  inspection  of  the  Chimo  that  you  can  give 
a  confident  opinion  upon  that  subject? 

Answer.  Merely  such  a  general  inspection  that  an  expert  would  make  in 
looking  over  a  thine  of  that  kind;  that  is  all.  I  do  not  see  anything  in  the 
general  design  of  those  vessels  which  would  prevent  their  being  very  good  ves- 
sels. 

Question.  Of  course  you  would  not  know  from  a  general  inspection  bat  what 
they  would  float  with  their  turrets  on? 

Answer.  I  could  not  tell  that  from  a  general  inspection.     It  would  require 
considerable  time  and  labor  to  go  info  the  whole  matter. 
By  Mr.  Gooeh ; 

Question,  It  is  i-epresented  that  the  speed  of  these  light-draught  monitors  is 
only  about  one-half  what  it  was  contemplated  or  designed  it  would  be.  Did  you 
form  any  opinion  as  to  the  causes  of  this  defect  in  speed  ? 

Answer.  In  the  first  place  the  draught  of  water  is  very  much  greater  than  it 
was  intended  to  have  been.  It  was  intended  to  have  been  six  feet,  hut  it  is  very 
much  greater  than  that.  In  the  second  place,  as  I  observed  the  position  and 
arrangement  of  the  screw  on  board  the  Chimo,  it  seemed  to  me  to  be  so  extremely 
faulty  that  I  did  not  see  how  a  screw  arranged  as  that  was  could  properly  apply 
the  power.     To  the  two  causes  I  think  is  due  the  deficiency  in  speed. 

Question.  What  was  the  fault  iu  the  arrangement  of  the  screw  ? 

Answer.  A  large  portion  of  it  was  boxed  up  in  the  overhang,  a  thing  which 
struck  my  attention  instantly  upon  looking  at  the  vessel  from  the  dock.  It  was 
impossible  for  the  screw  to  properly  transmit  the  power  to  the  wafer;  an  im- 
mense amount  of  power  was  wasted..  I  tliink,  according  to  the  quantity  of  boiler 
put  in  those  vessels,  recollecting  the  amount  of  amid-ship  section  given  to  me, 
there  was  power  enough  in  those  vessels,  if  properly  applied,  to  have  made  the 
required  speed. 


WASirrwGTON,  March  14,  1805. 
Ml-.  John  Lkntiiall  recalled  and  examined. 

By  Mr,  Gooch : 
Question.  I  understand  that  you  wish  to  atld  something  to  your  testimony 
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in  relation  to  the  light-drauglit  monitors.  I  suppose  it  is  in  connexion  iFith  tlie 
teatimony  of  Engineer  Stimers. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  chairman  permitted  me  to  look  at  that  portion  of  it 
which  referred  to  me. 

Question.  You  have  examined  that  portion  of  it  1 

Answer.  Yes,  air. 

Question.  Yok  can  go  on  and  make  such  additional  statement  as  yoo  desire. 

Answer.  Having  aeen  portions  of  the  testimoay  of  Chief  Engineer  Stimers, 
taken  under  oath  by  the  Committee  on  the  Condact  of  the  War,  in  which  be 
refers  particulai'ly  to  me  in  the  case  of  the  light-draught  monitors,  I  would  aak 
that  my  statement  on  the  same  subject  may  accompany  his.  I  would  repeat, 
tliat  the  first  I  knew  of  these  vessels  was  from  the  outline  plan  shown  me  hy 
the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  which  Mr.  Ericsson  proposed  a  "  moni- 
tor vessel  to  have  a  draught  of  water  of  six  feet." 

I  saw  no  details  or  specifications,  but  my  recollection  is  that  there  was  an 
offer  from  him  to  contract  to  bwild  such  vessels  at  a  specified  price.  This  plan, 
executed  with  the  experience  acquired  by  Mr.  Ericsson  in  vessels  of  that  class, 
it  was  fdv  to  presume  would  answer  tiie  purpose  proposed,  but  from  the  want 
of  details  it  was  impossible  for  me  or  any  other  p  irson  to  tost  that  presumption 
hy  figures. 

The  next  I  saw  or  knew  of  the  plan  was  that  it,  or  one  closely  resembling 
it,  was  in  the  hands  of  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  who  stated  that  it  had  been 
confided  to  him  for  execution. 

Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  selected  by  the  department  for  this  particular  ser- 
vice, had  been  engaged  on  all  the  monitor  vessels  from  their  commencement, 
and  they  wei'e  under  his  exclusive  control  and  superintendence;  he  had  an  in- 
dependent office  in  New  York,  with  numerous  engineers,  clerks  and  draughts- 
men under  his  ordera;  lie  had  been  associated  with  Mr.  Ericsson,  and  had  had 
opportunities  of  instruction  hy'him,  and,  it  seemed  feir  to  presume,  was  qnite 
familiar  with  all  his  views  in  the  construction  of  monitor  vessels,  and  well  ac- 
ijuainted  with  the  nature  and  qualities  of  the  materials  used  in  them. 

In  the  interview  with  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  he  informed  me  that  be  pro- 
posed to  add  a  water  chamber  to  Mr.  Ericsson's  plan,  which  he  said  had  been 
recommended  by  Admiral  Smith,  and,  though  I  did  not  underetand  him  as 
seeking  information  from  me,  this  addition  strnck  me  as  so  obviously  unneces- 
sary and  very  injudicious,  that  I  expressed  that  opinion  strongly  to  him. 

The  reason  for  this  opinion  is  very  apparent,  for'  as  Mr.  Ericsson's  intention 
was  to  have  a  vessel  of  the  monitor  class  of  the  smallest  practicable  draught 
of  water,  there  could  he  no  advantage,  but  a  certain  detriment,  in  adding  any 
unnecessary  thing  to  the  weight  of  the  vessel,  which  could  only  act  to  increase 
its  draught  of  waticr.    Mr.  Ericsson,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  protested  against  it. 

The  interviews  with  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  were  but  oi\  Ifewminntes'  dura- 
tion, and  the  remarks  were  purely  conversational,  nothing  bsing  referred  to  ma 
for  an  opinion  nor  anythmg  being  said  fiom  which  I  eould  infer  one  was  de 
sired,  and  I  had  no  further  communication  with  him  on  the  subject 

At  a  subsequent  pen Dd  Chief  Engineer  Stimeis  brought  to  the  bureau  by 
order  of  the  department  as  he  stated  an  ratline  tiace  plan  of  the  light  draught 
monitors  with  some  geneial  specifications  an!  a  detailed  estimate  oF  all  the 
weights  showing  the  load  drauglit  ot  water  to  be  six  feet  five  and  one  half 
inches  (6  ft  5J)  m  fiesh  water  Phe  ongmals  ot  all  these  he  stated  Tveie  m 
his  office  in  New  Yolk 

This  drawmg  or  outline  of  the  hull  showed  the  water  ehamheis  which  he 
said  he  had  been  authonaed  to  itdd  He  stated  that  the  calculation  of  the 
weights  had  boen  cirefully  raiAe  and  that  m  th  prpvmus  eontiacts  toi  mnni 
tor  ve'f'iph  thi,  biddcr'j  hid  not  bren  tumiahtd  with  this  information,  which  they 
should  hue  hid 
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In  looking  down  thia  list  of  materials  I  perceived  that  tbe  weight  of  the  timber 
per  cubic  foot  was  fiilly  what  we  find  in  the  books  and  tables  which  all  engineers 
possess,  and  is  known  to  erery  man  who  either  is,  or  pretends  to  be,  a  mechanie, 
and  that  the  whole  of  the  white  oak  was  much  less  than  the  one-fifth  part 
of  the  total  weight  of  the  vessel  complete.  Besides  this,  in  all  the  monitor  ves- 
sels built  and  building  under  Chief  Engineer  Stimers's  immediate  control,  a 
very  large  quantity  of  timber  of  the  same  kind  was  used  in  their  construction, 
and  no  person  had  better  opportunities  of  knowing  their  weights. 

"With  regard  to  the  weight  of  the  iron  of  the  hull,  the  water-chambers  and 
pipes,  the  steam  machinery,  the  turret  and  gear,  and  the  equipments,  embracing 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  remaining  weight,  there  were  no  plans  or  details  from 
which  I,  or  any  one  else,  could  veniy  an  estimate,  and  to  tbis  day  I  have  not 
seen  any  of  the  details. 

When  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  handed  me  the  specifications  and  estimate  of 
weights,  for  the  information  of  bidders,  he  seemed  to  do  it  with  a  great  deal  of 
self-satisfaction — took  the  entire  creditof  it  to  himself,  and  did  not  name  any  other 
person  as  having  made  them,  or  say  a  single  word  to  throw  the  shadow  of  a  doubt 
on  their  accuracy.  He  made  no  statement  that  he  had  not  made  them,  and  was 
not  responsible  for  them,  but,  on  the  contrary,  seemed  much  inflated  with  his 
having  shown  how  such  things  ought  to  be  done. 

If  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  knew  that  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  did 
not  make  these  calculations,  he  did  not  name  it  to  me ;  and  stich  a  confession 
from  him  would  inevitably  have  impaired  the  confidence  reposed  in  him. 

Chief  Engineer  Stimei^  also  furnished  to  the  department  an  estimate  of  what 
be  considered  should  be  the  contract  price,  which  could  only  be  based  on  an 
estimate  of  the  materials  and  the  labor. 

As  the  department  was  only  waiting  for  Chief  Engineer  Stimers's  plans,  as 
aeon  as  they  were  handed  in  I  was  instructed  to  draw  up  an  advertisement  for 
bidders,  which  was  published  forthwith,  and  a  copy  is  herewith  handed  in. 

During  the  four  weeks  the  advertisement  was  running,  several  persons  exam- 
ined the  plans,  &c.,  deposited  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  in  the  bureau,  and 
made  copies  of  his  estimates  of  weights,  on  which  to  base  their  bids  ;  but  all 
stated  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  them  to  visit  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  at 
his  New  Tork  office  to  obtain  proper  and  necessary  explanations  before  they 
conld  make  an  offer.  In  fact,  the  plans  and  specifications  deposited  in  the 
bureau  were  too  meagre  to  base  a  bid  on,  unless  supplemented  verbally  by  the 
designer  of  the  work. 

The  statement  of  the  offers  and  of  the  awards  will  be  found  on  pages  967 
and  969  of  the  message  of  the  President  and  accompanying  documents  of  the 
1st  session  of  the  38th  Congress. 

I  was  not  asked  to  examine  or  approve  these  plans,  nor  had  I  reason  to  sup- 
pose any  such  action  was  expected  of  me  in  this  case  any  more  than  in  those 
of  the  preceding  nine  monitor  vessels,  or  of  the  Dictator  and  Puritan,  for  which 
I  had  been  directed  to  execute  the  contracts. 

I  was  never  requested  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  or  any  one  else,  to  examine 
his  specifications  or  estimates  in  any  st^e  of  their  progress,  for  there  were  no 
detailed  drawings  from  which  it  could  be  done,  and  it  could  only  be  the  origi- 
nator of  them,  who  had  predetermined  how  they  were  to  be  filled  up,  who  could 
make  an  estimate  at  all. 

Thesep  lans,  it  was  understood,  were  to  be  submitted  to  Mr.  Ericsson,  and  the 
details  carried  out  according  to  his  idea,  His  knowledge  of  vessels  of  the 
monitor  class  required  no  approval  from  any  one,  and  the  insertion  of  the  water- 
chamher,  in  opposition  to  my  expressed  judgment,  shows  how  little  I  had  to  do 
with  the  design. 

Had  the  weights  estimated  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  been  correct,  or  had 
they  been  even  approximately  adhered  to,  it  would  not  have  been  found  neceS' 
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sary  after  the  completion  to  bave  deepened  the  vessels,  and  that  necessity  was 
caused  by  his  errors  of  calculation,  and  by  his  aubBequent  additions  and  altera- 
tions after  the  contracts  were  made,  and  among  other  thiuge  this  water-chamber 
did  much  to  toad  the  vessels  to  such  an  extent  as  to  bring  their  decks  awash. 

With  the  most  careful  estimate  of  timber  there  may  be  a  variation  of  3  to  4 
per  cent,  in  the  weight,  making  for  the  white  oak  about  one  inch  difference  ia 
the  draught  of  water  ;  but  I  have  never  known  white  oak  to  reach  70  pounds 
per  cubic  foot,  as  Chief  Engineer  Stimera  stated  with  r^ard  to  the  timber 
used  in  these  vessels.    Lve  oak  has  that  weight ;  none  of  that  was  used. 

The  execution  of  these  contracts  by  the  Bureau  of  Constmction  was  pnrely 
a  ministerial  duty,  in  the  same  way  that  it  made  those  of  the  nine  vessels  of 
the  Tecunjseh  class  of  monitors,  and  the  Dictator  and  Puritan,  ao  that  the  con- 
tract should  be  in  the  same  bureau  through  which  the  bills  of  payment  were  to 

Within  about  a  month  after  the  first  contracts  were  made,  I  was  directed  by 
the  department  to  give  an  order  that  any  changes  and  modifications  in  those 
veesels  that  might  be  thought  necessary  or  advantageous  should  be  submitted 
to  Mr.  Ericsson,  and  have  his  sanction,  before  being  carried  out.  This,  it  ap- 
pears, was  not  done;  but  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  on  his  own  responsibility, 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  bureau  or  sanction  of  Mr.  Ericsson,  made  changes 
involving  lsuj;e  expenditures  of  money  and  ranch  delay  in  the  completion  of 
the  work,  Tbisfact  was  first  learned  from  the  contractors,  who  also  complained 
that  after  they  had  completed  part  of  the  work  from  one  set  of  drawings,  an- 
other set  was  substituted,  and  the  work  already  completed  had  to  be  pulled 
down  and  rebuilt.  So  far  was  Mr.  EHeason  from  approving  these  alterations, 
that  as  soon  as  he  learned  them  unofficially,  he  disavowed,  in  writmg,  any  re- 
sponsibility for  them. 

When  this  was  ascertained,  and  the  large  sums  required  to  meet  the  extra 
bills  of  the  contractors  thus  incurred  by  the  not  only  unauthorized  action  of 
Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  but  by  his  action  in  direct  disregard  of  the  inatructious 
of  the  department,  the  latter  directed  the  bureau  to  give  an  unqualified  order 
to  make  no  more  changes  or  modifications,  and  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  was 
finally  only  restrained  when  each  of  the  eontractora  was  notified  not  to  make 
any  alterations  or  additions  without  authority  of  the  bureau,  and  on  a  deter- 
mined price. 

Had  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  to  whom  the  department  had  solely  confided 
the  execution  of  the  work,  carried  out  the  original  programme  of  Mr.  Ericsson 
with  ordinary  ability,  according  to  the  intent  of  the  department,  these  vessels 
would  have  required  no  enlargement. 

In  preparing  the  detailed  plans  of  the  machinery  Chief  Engineer  Stimers 
permitted  bis  subordinates  to  insert  their  patents,  and  the  eontractora  have  been 
called  on  by  them  to  pay  patent  fees,  and  to  which  they  have  demurred. 

It  Las  been  stated  that  a  reason  why  this  work  was  placed  in  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers's  hands,  and  he  provided  with  a  separate  office  in  New  York,  with 
numerous  clerks,  di'aughtsmen,  &c.,  was  owing  to  my  opposition  to  iron  and 
iron-clad  vesaela,  particularly  to  those  of  the  monitor  type.  This  is  ao  fai-  from 
being  the  fact  that  the  very  reverse  is  the  trath,  for  in  October  and  November 
of  1861,  in  conjunction  with  the  present  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engi- 
neering, B.  F.  Isherwood,  I  prepared  drawings  and  specifications  for  vessels  to 
be  built  of  wood,  armored  with  thick  ironplntes,  propelled  by  two  screws,  and 
to  have  two  revolving  towers  of  thick  ironplates,  differing  from  the  usual 
monitor  veaeela  as  regards  hull  in  not  having  wings  or  overiianga  at  the  aidea,  in 
being  propelled  by  two  screws  instead  of  one,  and  as  regards  the  towers,  in 
having  two  instead  of  one,  and  of  being  supported  and  revolving  them  on  their 
circumference  instead  of  on  a  central  spindle.  The  drawings  of  the  hall  were 
completed  ;  those  of  the  machinery  were  made  in  detail  and  photographedj  and 
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the  specifications  for  it,  for  the  armor,  towers,  hull,  &c.,  were  printed  and  ready 
to  be  placed  io  the  cootractors'  hands  so  that  the  work  could  have  gone  forward 
without  intemiption  or  delay. 

The  directions  for  building  these  vessels  were  conntermaiided;  but  lately 
there  have  been  constructed,  and  are  in  progress  of  construction,  at  the  navy 
yards,  eight  vesaele  of  this  type,  with  tlie  exception  that  the  turrets  are  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Ericsson's  Bystem,  with  a  central  spindle,  and  that  they  were  made 
larger  to  carry  heavier  armor  and  thicker  turrets.  Of  these  vessels  the  Mouad- 
nock  has  been  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  in  service  of  varied  description, 
and  is  acknowledged  a  successful  iron-clad  vessel. 

We  also,  in  March,  1862,  made  a  report  to  the  department  on  the  subject  of 
iron-clad  sea-going  vessels,  and  to  the  opinions  of  which  we  still  adhei-e,  and  a 
copy  of  it  is  submitted.  We  prepared,  with  great  lab  ir,  complete  specifications 
and  drawings  of  the  largest  class  of  seagoing  iron-armored  vessels,  as  it  wits 
understood  at  the  time  the  department  contemplated  to  build  such  vessels,  and 
for  which,  indeed,  advertisements  were  issued  for  offers,  and  bids  received  ;  but 
the  policy  of  Congress  not  being  to  construct  a  navy  of  this  class,  further  ac- 
tion was  suspended  on  them. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  ConsCrKciioTi,  March  17, 1S62, 

Siii :  The  suhject  of  the  design  and  construction  of  naval  vessels-of-war  un- 
der the  new  conditions  which  recent  progress  has  imposed  having  for  some  time 
occupied  our  attention,  we  take  the  liberty  of  briefly  submitting  the  following 
considerations  in  relation  thereto ; 

After  the  preparation  of  drawings  and  speeifications  for  iron-plated  steam- 
batteries  we  were  brought  into  communication,  during  the  last  few  months,  in 
consequence  of  submitting  them  for  proposals  to  construct,  with  the  principal 
establishments  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  iron.  We  found  there  was  but 
little  reason  to  suppose  that  such  plates  as  it  was  desirable  to  have  could  he 
obtained  in  the  quantity  and  time  required.  There  were  but  few  forges  pre- 
pared to  undertake  them,  and  the  rolling-mills  would  need  new  and  expensive 
machinery  before  they  conld  produce  a  plate,  as  such  masses  of  rolled  iron  are 
not  used  in  private  business.  Indeed,  ^though  we  found  both  forges  and  mills 
willing  to  undertake  portions  of  the  work,  and  hopeful  of  success,  yet  douhtlese 
great  disappointment  and  delay  would  have  resulted.  No  meaiis  of  bending 
were  in  existence,  and  many  of  the  detdls  of  manufacture  have  stUl  to  be  con- 
tri^'ed.  Some  forged  plates  could  have  been  eomoieneed  at  once,  but,aftei-  the 
rolling-mills  were  once  prepared,  would  obviously  require  more  time  and  money 
for  their  production  than  the  rolled  ones;  and  it  appears,  judging  from  our  own 
and  foreign  expei-ience,  that  rolled  plates,  in  consequence  of  their  greater  cheap- 
ness and  rapidity  of  production,  must  be  mainly  relied,  on  for  such  ci  instruction  a. 

The  propositions  of  the  principal  rolling-mills  embodied  the  conditions  of  a 
large  order  a  long  time,  and  the  advance  of  a  very  considerable  sum  of  money. 
These  terms,  in  efFect,  were,  that  the  government  should  be  at  all  the  expense 
of  the  necessary  machinery,  but  have  no  right  to  the  final  ownership;  thus 
assuming  the  risk  of  a  large  loan,  and  establishing  a  monopoly  for  the  benefit 
of  individuals.  Nor  could  the  mills,  with  s^ifety,  accept  a  less  objectionable 
arrangement;  for  the  appliances  and  machinery  sufficient  for  the  manufacture 
of  the  plates  used  in  the  construction  of  ordinary  iron  vessels  are  wholly  inade- 
quate to  the  production  of  those  necessary  for  iron-plated  ships-of-war,  and  no 
private  establishment  can  be  expected  to  provide  them  unless  assured  of  con- 
stant employment  hy  the  government. 
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Oonaiderin^  tlieae  facts  in  connexion  with  the  state  of  transition  in  which 
the  methodw  of  naval  war  now  are,  and  with  the  inevitable  tendency  to  the  sub- 
Bticution  of  iron  in  place  of  wood  for  the  hulls  of  armed  vessels,  and  the  cer- 
tainty that  iron  ploting  nniBt  be  used  on  all  soch  vessels,  whether  of  wood  or 
iron,  we  are  led  to  respeetftilly  suggest  the  sidvantage,  if  not  the  absolute  neces- 
Bity,  of  the  government  at  once  preparing  a  factory  to  make  for  itself  the  most 
important  and  costly  parts,  both  for  the  iron  hulls  and  for  the  armature. 

HaviDg  an  efficient  establishment  of  its  own  of  this  kind,  it  can,  in  an  emer- 
gency, receive  u  h  a  d  n  h  e  parts  which  are  similar  to  what  are  used  in 
merchant  iron  s  am  -s  f  m  p  vate  parties,  without  diverting  them  from  their 
usual  course  of  man  fa  and  thus  moderate  prices  only  will  be  charged. 

The  establishmen     h  suggest  oug)it  to  contain  all  the  tools,  facilities, 

and  machinery  f      h  pi    e  preparation  of  the  materials  for  iron  ships  of 

the  largest  size  and  f  h  onstruction;  also  for  the  rolling  and  bending  of 
their  armor  pla  and  h  building  of  the  steam  machinery  for  their  propul- 
sion. It  should  be  altogether  a  storehouse  and  workshop,  and  not  a  military 
establishment.  It  should  be  situated  upon  deep  water,  and  have  a  large  water 
front;  and  the  location  should  be  convenient  for  coal  and  iron,  and  secnre  from 
the  possibility  of  attack  by  foreign  foes. 

We  do  not  consider  any  of  the  navy  yards  suitable  for  this  purpose,  and  the 
whole  of  their  resources  will  be  required  for  some  years  to  come  for  the  current 
wants  of  the  present  navy.  The  necessity  and  importance  of  an  establishment 
that  ia  to  provide  a  future  navy  sufficient  for  securing  a  country  like  ours  from 
foreign  aggression — for,  owing  to  our  trans-oceanic  position  to  the  great  powers 
of  the  world,  our  security  must  be  sought  in  a  navy — is,  we  respectfully  submit, 
a  national  question,  second  to  none,  and  as  such  we  strongly  urge  it  for  con- 
sideration. No  time  could  be  more  favorable  than  the  present  for  the  creation 
of  such  an  establishment.  The  recent  change  in  the  construction  of  naval  ves- 
sels has  rendered  nearly  useless  the  formidable  wooden  ships  composing  the 
navies  of  Europe,  and  the  few  we  [joaaesa  will  soon  be  worn  out. 

Under  such  circumstances  we  shall,  with  an  establiahment  in  operation  of  the 
magnitude  and  efficiency  we  propose,  start  equal  with  the  first  powers  of  the 
world  in  a  new  race  for  the  supremacy  of  the  ocean. 

We  shall  start  with  the  advantage  of  no  loss  of  old  stock  and  workshops ; 
with  matured  plans,  embodying  all  the  improvements  and  appliances  of  modem 
science,  gained  at  the  expense  of  the  dear-bought  experience  of  our  competi- 
tors. Every  dollar  will  be  fruitfully  spent,  and  a  few  years  will,  and  at  the 
least  practicable  coat,  put  the  nation  in  posaesaion  of  a  fieet  of  first-class,  in- 
vincible ocean  ships,  which  will  prove  notonly  the  efficient  protector  of  its  honor 
and  interests,  but  the  best  prevention  against  their  being  assailed. 

There  seems  no  doubt  that  this  country  must  hereafter  maintain  not  only  a 
larger  navy  than  it  has  heretofore  done,  but  of  an  essentially  different  character, 
and  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  cruising  vessels  on  which  alone  reliance  must  be 
placed  for  offensive  war,  and  the  preservation  of  our  ports  from  the  losses  and 
inconveniences  of  blockades,  should  be  frigate-built  iron  steamships  of  suf- 
ficient strength  to  be  used  as  rams,  clad  with  invulnerable  armor  plates,  fur- 
nished with  maximum  steam*power,  and  of  a  size  larger  than  any  vessel  we 

Such  a  vessel  could  be  adapted  to,  and  carry,  any  armamentdeemed  tliemost 
efficient.  Subordinate  to  these  should  be  a  class  of  corvettes,  of  the  same  char- 
acter, but  having  a  leas  draught  of  water. 

The  first  maritime  nations  of  Europe  havefor  some  years  pastbc' 
initiating  this  ayatem,  and  if  their  experience  is  to  profit  us,  now  if 
introduce  it.  It  is  obviously  cheaper,  more  effective,  and  more  sustaining  of  the 
national  honor  to  preserve  our  coasts  from  the  presence  of  an  enemy's  naval 
force  by  keeping  the  command  of  the  open  sea,  with  all  the  power  it  gives  of 
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aggression  upon  his  own  shores  and  commerce,  than  to  rely  on  any  system  of 
harbor  defence  which  requires  every  point  to  be  protected  that  may  be  assailed 
by  any  enemy,  having,  in  that  case,  the  choice  of  time  and  place,  and  the  ad- 
vantage of  perfect  security  for  his  own  porta  and  commerce.  In  addition  to 
these  considerations  a  clear  coast  is  manifestly  essential  to  any  effective  system 
of  privateering.  Though  harbor  defences  might  prevent  the  enemy's  entrance 
to  a  port,  they  could  not  drive  him  from  its  gates  ;  and  if  blockaded  by  his  large 
iron-plated  steamships,  no  privateer  could  either  get  out  hiiuself,  or  send  in  a 
prize. 

The  harbor  defences  are  indeed  valuable  adjuncts,  and  should  not  beneglected, 
but  they  cannot  constitute  a  navy,  or  perform  its  proper  functions. 

Wealth,  victory,  and  empire  are  to  those  who  command  the  ocean,  the  toil- 
gate  as  well  as  the  highway  of  nations,  and  if  ever  assailed  by  a  powerful  mari- 
time foe,  we  shall  find  to  our  prosperity,  if  ready,  how  much  better  it  is  to  fight 
at  the  threshold  than  upon  the  hearthstone. 

With  great  respect,  we  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 


Hon.  GiPBON  Wkli.es, 

Secretary  of  the  Naoi/. 


JOHN  LBNTUALL, 
B.  F.  ISHEKWOOD. 


llUHT-DRAUCir 

Navy  Department,  Febrwary  10,  1863. 
The  Navy  Department  will  receive  proposals  for  the  construction  and  com- 
pletion in  every  respect,  (except  guns,  ordnance  stores,  fuel,  pi'ovisions,  and 
nautical  insti'uments,)  for  Armored  Steamers,  of  about  seven  hundred  tons,  of 
wood  and  iron  combined,  having  a  single  revolving  turret. 

On  personal  application  at  the  Navy  Department  in  Washington  or  to  Rear- 
Admiral  Gregory,  No.  413  Broadway,  New  York,  parties  intending  to  offer  can 
examine  the  plans  and  specifications,  which  will  he  furnished  to  the  contractors 
by  the  department. 

No  offer  will  be  considered  unless  from  parties  who  are  prepared  to  execnt 
work  of  this  kind,  having  scitable  shops  and  tools,  of  which,  if  not  known  to  the 
department,  they  must  present  evidence  with  their  bid. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  July  17,  1862,  prohibits  the  transfer  of  any 
contract,  or  order,  or  interest  therein. 

The  bidders  will  state  the  price  and  the  time  within  which  they  will  agree  to 
complete  the  vessel  or  vessels,  and  the  bid  miistbeaccompaniedby  the  guarantee 
required  by  law,  that  if  awarded  to  them  they  will  promptly  execute  the  con- 
Propositions  will  be  received  until  the  2ith  day  of  Febitiary,  and  they  must 
he  indorsed  "Proposals  for  vessels  for  river  defence,"  to  distinguish  them  from 
other  business  letters. 
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Testimony  of  Mr.  B.  F.  Merwood. 

Washington,  Ajrril  25, 1S65. 

Ml'.  B.  F.  IsHKRwooD,  uHief  of  the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering,  appeared 
before  the  committee  and  aal>mitted  the  following  statement: 

Having  understood  that  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  in  hia  evidence  before  the 
Gomniittee  on  the  Oondnct  of  the  War,  made  statements  referring  to  me  in  con- 
nexion with  the  designing  and  constructing  of  the  vessels  popularly  known  as 
light-drawght  monitors,  I  addressed  the  committee  a  note  asking  for  a  copy  of 
those  parts  of  his  evidence,  and  received  from  it  the  following  exti'acta,  which  I 
presttme  contain  all  in  which  reference  is  made  to  me : 

"Mr,  Fox  said:  Now  that  our  heads  of  bureaus  are  confirmed  in  their 
places,  they  must  do  their  work.  We  have  taken  all  the  responsibility  thus 
far,  hat  now  these  men  must  take  their  responsibility.  I  have,  therefore,  sent 
the  plans  down  to  the  Bureau  of  Construction.  Mr.  Lenthall  says  that  he  does 
not  see  anything  in  his  part  of  the  ship  which  is  at  all  out  of  the  way,  and  he 
does  not  advise  any  changes.  I  have  alao  sent  the  plans  to  the  Bureau  of  En- 
gineering, to  see  if  the  chief  of  that  bnrean  has  any  objection  to  the  arrange- 
nient  of  the  machinery.  He  says  he  thinks  there  ought  to  be  some  modifica- 
tions ;  hut  he  is  out  of  town,  and  you  must  wait  until  to-morrow  to  see  him,  and 
then  you  will  find  out  his  views.  You  have  Captain  Ericsson's  views  about 
the  machinery;  if  you  fitid  that  the  chief  of  the  Bnreau  of  Engineering  has 
views  to  which  Captain  Ericsson  will  not  agi-ee,  try  to  get  tbe  two  together,  so 
that  we  caa  get  a  plan  on  which  both  will  agree,  because  we  want  these  ves- 
sels to  meet  Captain  Ericsson's  views  and  the  views  of  our  bureau.  If  you 
cannot  bring  them  together  so  that  they  will  be  reconciled,  then  we  will  build 
one  on  Ericsson's  plan,  and  one  on  the  plan  of  the  bureau;  and  if  you  have  a 
plan,  we  will  bnOd  one  on  your  plan  also.  Said  I,  '  No,  sir,  I  have  no  plan ; 
I  have  more  to  do  than  ever.' 

"  The  next  day  I  saw  Mr.  Isberwood,  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engi- 
neering, and  I  found  that  he  wanted  tbe  coal-bunkers  aiTauged  in  a  different 
way — he  wanted  entirely  different  boilers — he  wanted  different  engines.  In- 
stead of  their  being  athwart  engines,  connected  directly  with  the  screw-shaft, 
he  wanted  tbem  connected  with  bevel  gearing.  Not  to  go  througb  the  whole 
matter,  he  had  cbanged  everything — coal-bunkera,  boilers,  engines,  and  pro- 
pellers. I  discussed  these  matters  with  him,  and  brought  him  to  consent  to 
some  modifications  which  I  thought  perhaps  Captain  Ericsson  would  agree  to. 
He  gave  me  some  sketches,  plans,  &c.,  and  it  was  decided  that  as  I  had 
draughtsmen  I  should  take  them  to  New  York,  and  if  Captain  Ericsson  agreed 
to  them,  I  should  embody  them  in  a  new  plan  and  send  it  on  again  to  Wash- 
ington, I  went  to  Captain  Ericsson,  and  he  did  not  like  aay  of  the  proposed 
clmnges  at  all.  He  thought  each  one  injurious  to  the  vessel — that  it  made  the 
plan  less  excellent  than  hia  was.  'But,'  said  he,  'if  they  will  not  build  more 
than  one  of  these  vessels  unless  I  give  way,  of  course  I  think  the  government 
ought  to  have  them;  they  will  be  very  useful  indeed,  and  I  think  they  ought 
to  build  more  than  one  right  away.  The  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engi- 
neering knows  how  to  work  engines  and  drive  the  vessel  along,  of  course;  so  I 
think  we  better  consent,'  with  the  exception,  however,  that  he  would  not  listen 
to  gear  engines  at  all.  He  said  they  would  certainly  fail  if  placed  in  such  lim- 
ber vessels  as  these  would  be..  As  the  chief  of  the  bureau  had  given  me  these 
plans  and  these  directions  to  work  them  into  a  general  plan  if  I  found  I  could 
do  it,  with  the  understanding  that  I  was  to  retain  the  original  type  if  tbe  bevel- 
gear  arrangement  would  not  work  so  well,  I  withdrew  that  part,  and  Captain 
Ericsson  assented  to  all  the  rest.     I  after-wards  reported  to  the  chief  ot  tbe 
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Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering  that  I  found  I  cnnld  not  work  in  tUe  bevel-gear 
plane.  I  do  not  remember  tliat'I  told  liira  why  I  could  not  work  them  in,  bat 
I  told  him  that  I  could  not,  and  ho  gave  his  approval  to  the  plana  which  I  did 
work  in."  ****** 

"Question.  As  the  draught  of  water  in  these  vessels  could  vary  so  little 
without  destroying  tlieir  efficiency,  was  it  not  of  the  very  greatest  importance 
that  every  test  should  be  applied  to  determine  exactly  the  weight  of  the  ma- 
terials? 

"  Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  we  all  committed  errors  in  that  respect.  But 
these  two  bureaus  were  always  inimical  to  these  vessels.  I  always  had  the 
feelhig  that  they  would  naturally  oppose  anything  which  I  proposed,  because 
I  was  connected  with  them.  For  instance,  when  I  asked  the  chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering  for  engineers  to  inspect  the  work,  he  said,  'I 
have  nothing  to  do  with  them.  These  vessels  are  not  being  built  under  the 
bureau,  and  you  cannot  have  naval  engineers  for  that  purpose,'  I  answered, 
'  these  are  naval  vessels;  they  are  built  for  the  Havy  Department,  and  the 
navy  will  be  injured  or  benefited  as  they  are  bad  or  good  ;  therefore,  I  think 
we  ought  to  have  a  system  of  inspection  which  will  insure  their  excellence.' 
He  said,  '  I  am  not  going  to  order  good  inspectors  to  watch  the  riveting  of  a 
lot  of  old  boilrr  iren,  aad  that  is  the  end  of  it.'  I  went  to  him  agaiu ;  I  tried 
to  come  over  his  feelings  by  calling  to  mind  our  old  friendships  and  old  associ- 
ations. I  said  to  him, '  My  dear  fellow,  I  will  be  able  some  of  these  days  to  do 
yon  as  much  of  a  favor  as  this  will  be  for  you  to  do  me,'  putting  it  upon  the 
ground  of  a  personal  favor.  He  said,  '  I  intend  that  you  shall  do  everything 
for  me  that  1  ask  of  you,  and  that  I  shall  do  nothing  for  you  that  you  ask  of 
me.'     Of  course  there  was  nothing  mor«  to  be  said. 

"Question,  Then  there  was  not  that  co-operation  which  there  should  have 
been  upon  thepai't  of  the  Bureaus  of  Engineering  and  of  Construction  in  rela- 
tion to  these  monitors  t 

"  Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  always  felt  that  it  was  a  regular  fight — that  we  had  to 
conquer  them  before  we  could  get  them  to  do  anything.  On  the  one  side  it 
was  a  ilght  with  the  bureaus,  and  on  the  other  side  it  was  a  figlit  with  the  con- 
tractors to  make  them  do  anything  right.  It  was  a  very  unpleasant  position 
which  I  held. 

"  Question.  Who  do  you  say  is  the  author  or  designer  of  the  light-di'auglit 
irOB-clad  monitors  t 

"Answer,  Captain  Ericsson  first  designed  the  vessel;  the  Bureau  of  Engi- 
Beering  modified  the  machinery,  and  then  the  water-tank  was  added,  as  I  have 
explainEd.  I  was  obliged  to  have  these  drawings  made  ia  my  office,  and  I  had 
to  decide  a  great  many  points  about  the  details.  Captain  Ericsson,  therefore, 
aays  that  I  was  the  designer  of  the  vessel.  I  might  as  well  turn  around  and 
aay  tliat  such  a  man  who  drew  it  had  designed  it,  because  he  did  a  great  de^. 
"By  the  chairman: 

"  Question.  Did  not  Captain  Ericsson  furuish  a  plan  of  these  light -draught 
monitors  for  the  department  t 

"Answer.  Yes  sir, 

"  Question.  Did  you  also  exhibit  one  t 

"  Answer.  Not  then. 

"  Question.  Did  you  at  any  time  1 

"Answer,  No,  sir;  only  the  modifications  directed  by  the  bureau. 

*'  Question,  Then  you  did  not  furnish  the  department  with  any  draught  of 
monitor  on  your  own  plan  1 

"  Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  put  in  modifications  according  to  the  direction  of  the 
heads  of  the  bureaus  here." 


./Google 


LIGHT-DRAUGHT   MONITORS.  115 

Tlie  statementa  in  the  above  extracts,  so  far  as  I  have  knowledge,  are  false- 
liooda,  and  tlie  whole  tenorof  the  evidence  ia  of  the  same  nature.  The  true 
facts  are  as  follow : 

Id  the  construction  of  the  large  immber  of  monitors  previously  to  these  light- 
dranghts,  all  of  which  were  under  the  coutroi  of  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  I  had 
never  beea  (Nailed  oa  for  an  opinion ;  aor  had  any  reference  to  me  ever  beea 
made  of  the  smallest  detail  ia  connexion  with  them,  nor  is  it  pretended  to  the 
conti-ary  by  any  one.  They  had  been  whoily  confided  to  Mr.  Ericsson  and 
Chief  Engineer  Stimers ;  the  latter  waa  detailed  for  that  duty  by  the  depart- 
ment itself,  and  not  on  my  recommendation,  aa  he  falsely  asserts  in  a  letter  of 
the  15th  Mareh,  1865,  publiahed  in  tte  Army  and  Navy  Journal  of  March  IS. 
I  had  the  opinion  then,  which  after  experience  has  confirmed,  that  he  was 
utterly  incompetent  to  the  duties  aaaigned  liim.  All  the  recommendations  for 
detail  made  by  this  bureau  are  made  in  writing,  so  there  can  be  no  question  as 
to  this  fact.  The  raattei  la  not  unportant  iiirther  than  as  evidence  of  that 
reckless  want  of  veracity  which  vitiatea  all  the  statements  of  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers.  He  was  tuinished  vi  ith  a  suite  of  offices  in  New  York,  and  had  under 
him  some  forty  diaughtsmen  and  clerks — all  employed  by  himself — beaides  a 
number  of  naval  engineers  His  employes  were  nearly  as  numerous  aa  all  in 
ail  the  Bureaus  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  to  all  intents  and  purposes  he 
was  at  the  head  of  an  independent  bureau  of  the  largest  magnitude  located  in 
New  York  for  the  construction  of  monitor  vessels.  He  had  no  correspondence 
with  the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering,  either  direct  or  indirect;  referred  no- 
thing to  it,  and  received  no  instrHctiona  or  orders  from  it.  In  fact,  that  bureau 
had  no  knowledge  evftn  of  the  number  of  monitor  vessels  he  was  building,  and 
lie  waa  not  even  nominally  under  its  authority.  I  presumed  his  communica- 
tions to  the  department  were  made  direct,  the  same  aa  from  any  bureau. 

With  the  designing  and  construction  of  the  light-draught  monitors  I  had  as 
little  to  do  as  with  the  previoua  monitors,  or  with  the  Dictator,  and  presumed, 
as  I  had  every  reason  to,  that  they  were  to  be  controlled  by  the  same  i^ency, 
and  that  no  interference  waa  expected  from  me  any  more  than  with  them.  The 
department  never  refeixed  them,  or  anything  connected  with  them,  to  me — sach 
reference  is  always  made  in  writing — nor  had  I  any  knowledge  that  such  ves- 
sels were  to  be  built,  or  were  in  contemplation,  until  Chief  Kngineer  Stimera 
entered  my  office  with  a  sketch  which  had  been  made  for  them  by  Mr,  Ericsson, 
as  he  then  informed  me.  He  did  not  state  the  department  had  sent  him  to  me,  . 
nor  did  I  understand  from  him  that  he  came  to  submit  it  to  me  for  approval. 
On  the  coiiti-arj,  the  impression  he  gave  me  waa  that  his  visit  was  simply  a 
formal  call,  the  possession  of  the  sketch  an  accidental  oceun-ence,  and  its  exhi- 
bition made  merely  to  show  me  what  he  was  then  engaged  in.  Our  very  brief 
conversation — cert^ly  less  than  half  an  hour — was  confined  to  the  machinery 
alone,  the  hull  and  remainder  of  the  vessel  not  coming  within  my  province.  In 
the  course  of  this  conversation,  which  was  the  only  one  I  ever  had  with  him  or 
any  other  person  on  the  subject,  I  suggested  that  a  better  arrangement  of  boiler 
eoold  be  made,  and  a  better  type  employed,  giving  him  a  sketch  of  one  which  I 
had  formerly  used  in  some  gunboats  of  my  own  design.  I .  further  suggested 
that  the  two  screws  by  which  the  veaael  was  to  bo  propelled  had  better  be 
separated  far  enough  to  prevent  their  actions  from  interfering,  as  Mr.  Ericsson's 
sketch  showed  them  considerably  overlapping.  I  might  also  have  said  it  would 
be  found  difficult  to  manage  the  single  screw  engines  promptly  enough  in  start- 
ing and  backing,  but  that  this  objection  could  be  avoided  by  connecting  them 
with  a  particular  an-angemeat  of  bevel  gear,  {^not  to  multiply  the  speed,)  as  had 
been  very  suecessfully  practiced  on  some  light-draught  iron-clads  built  for 
the  Mississippi  river  and  its  tributaries.  Aa  before  stated,  the  interview  was 
very  brief,  and  certainly  a  stranger  witneaaing  it  would  have  inferred  from  the 
!r  and  language  of  Chief  Engineer  Stimera  that  he  waa  a  superior  conde- 
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BcendJng  to  explain  Lis  plana  to  an  inferior,  in  order  that  he  might  receive  his 
admiration.  Nothing  was  said  in  it  about  Mr.  Fox  or  Mr.  Eriteeon,  nor  ahoiit 
tte  detailhig  of  naval  engineers  for  the  inspection  of  these  vesaels  while  being 
constructed.  The  whole  of  Chief  Engineer  Stimers's  account  of  his  appeal  to 
"my  feelings"  and  asking  "as  a  personal  favor"  that  such  details  might  be 
made,  is  a  pure  invention,  which  will  be  easily  believed  when  you  are  informed 
that  at  that  very  time  he  was  endeavoring,  by  the  basest  aits,  the  vilest  calum- 
nies, and  the  most  dishonest  practices,  to  supplant  me  as  chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
St«am  Engineering,  which  facts  he  knew  at  the  time  I  was  well  aware  of. 
Further,  at  the  very  moment  when  he  says  he  was  asking  for  "  engineers  to 
inspect  the  work,"  he  already  had  a  large  number  detailed  to  him  and  under  his 
exdasive  ordei-s,  and  could  have  had  as  many  more  by  simply  asking  the 
department,  which  never,  so  far  as  I  know,  refused  any  request  of  his.  He 
selected  whichever  engineers  he  wished,  and  they  wei-e  ordered  direct  by  the 
department,  without  going  thi-ough  even  the  formality  of  a  detail  by  the  Bureau 
of  Steam  Engineering;  and  the  first  knowledge  I  had  of  who  were  detailed 
was  after  the  orders  were  issued.  Many  engineers  whose  services  were  really 
of  great  value  at  sea  on  board  their  respective  vessels  were  thus  transferred  to 
a  duty  which  could  have  been  as  well  done  by  others  without  their  rare  sea 
experience. 

A  long  time  after  the  interview  referred  to,  and  the  work  bad  been  contracted 
for  and  commenced,  the  department  required  me  to  give  an  estimate  of  the 
probable  speed  of  these  light-draught  monitors,  furnishing  me  for  data  a  memo- 
randum in  Chief  Engineer  Stimers's  handwriting,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy: 

"  Midship  section,  S50  square  feet  C  t  f  150  q  f  t  Diameter 
of  cylinders.  22  inches.  Sti-oke,  30  h  2  yl  d  rs  S  w  (two,)  9  feet 
diameter,  12  feet  pitch,  4  blades  ;1pf  w  lt9  h  Maximum 
Bteam  pressure,  60  pounds ;  cut  off,  H      ht    t    p        g     n  d  j  pipe  above 

top  of  water,  18  inches." 

These  figures  were  the  whole  dat    g  I      j  1   d        w  ti  g —  nd  I  will 

take  occasion  here  to  state  that  all  t  ti  f        h      t       b  tween  the 

department  and  bureau  have  been  in  w  t  g —  tat  g  I  h  1  \  the  calcula- 
tion on  the  assumptions  that  the  re  t  t  tl  1  p  1  &  foot  of 
greatest  immersed  transverse  section  h  m  as  tb  t  t  1  ly  modelled 
naval  vessels,  and  that  the  machi  jw  pplyd^jd  ts  details. 
Thus  it  will  still  be  seen  that  the  department  asked  no  approval  or  disapproval 
from  me  of  the  plans.  All  it  ever  required,  and  that  after  the  plans  were 
adopted  and  the  work  commenced,  was  an  estimate  of  the  speed  from  the  section 
of  the  vessel  and  the  quantity  of  machinery  to  be  used,  and  this,  it  will  be 
observed,  was  required  in  writing.  Had  an  opinion  of  the  vessel  or  its 
machinery  ever  been  asked,  it  would  have  been  required,  in  like  manner,  in 
writing. 

I  never  knew,  until  I  read  it  in  Chief  Engineer  Stimers's  evidence,  that  be 
had  repeated  my  suggestions  to  Mr.  Ericsson,  who  had  dissented  from  them  ; 
be  that  as  it  may,  however,  the  fact  is  that  but  one  of  mine  was  followed, 
namely,  the  mere  spreading  apai't  of  the  screws  until  they  did  not  overlap, 
which  did  not  require  the  slightest  change  of  hull  or  machinery.  Neither  the 
boiler  I  suggested,  nor  the  mode  of  connecting  the  single  engines  by  bevel-gear, 
were  accepted ;  but  instead  of  this  boiler.  Chief  Engineer  Stimei-s  put  in  the 
vessel  one  afterwards  patented  by  himself,  and  which,  as  he  must  have  sworn 
when  he  took  out  the  patent,  he  believed  to  be  original  with  himself,  he  could 
not  possibly  intend,  without  the  most  shocking  moral  obliquity,  to  attribute  to 
me.  I  knew,  however,  nothing  of  these  things  at  the  time,  nor  for  a  long  while 
afterwards.  I  believe  it  is  not  pretended  by  any  one  that  any  portions  of  the 
vessel  other  than  its  mfjtive  machinery  was  ever  the  subject  of  even  a  casual 
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conversation  witli  mo.  The  only  plan  I  ever  saw,  namely,  the  sketch  hy  Mi-. 
Kricsson,  was  so  meagre,  being  merely  an  outline  of  the  hull  with  the  position 
of  the  macbiiiery  indicated,  hut  no  details  given,  that  neither  I  nor  any  othei' 
person  could  Lave  formed  an  opinion  on  it;  the  data  necessary  for  that  was 
wholly  wanting. 

I  believe  the  truth  is,  that,  after  the  vessels  were  commenced,  most  of  the 
features  and  detail,  both  of  hull  and  machinery,  were  changed  by  Chief  Engi- 
neer Stimers,  without  the  authority  or  knowledge  of  any  one,  from  the  original 
plan  devised  by  Mr.  Ericsson,  which  was  the  only  one  I  ever  saw  or  heard  of. 
These  changes  were  so  far  from  being  submitted  to  me,  that  I  never  even  knew 
of  them.  I  never  saw,  and  to  this  day  have  never  seen,  any  of  the  drawings 
from  which  the  work  was  executed,  all  of  which  were  furnished  directly  by  him 
to  the  contractors,  and  signed  with  hia  name.  They  were  not  examined  by 
any  other  person,  and  the  whole  responsibUity  of  their  errors  rests  on  him 
alone.  So  far  was  Mr.  Ericsson  from  approving  them,  that  I  have  since  learned 
he  addressed  a  protest  in  writing  against  them  as  soon  as  he  became  aware  of 
the  facts.  The  entire  designing  and  superintending  of  this  work  was  left  in 
the  hands  of  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  alone,  the  department,  with  the  greatest 
liberality,  furnishing  him  with  everything  he  asked,  either  in  material  or  per- 
sonnel. 80  little  was  the  Bnreau  of  Steam  Engineering  concerned  in  the  mat- 
ter, that  not  even  a  copy  of  the  specifications  written  and  printed  hy  Chief 
Engineer  Stiniers,  and  distributed  largely  over  the  country  to  promote  hia  fame, 
was  ever  sent  to  it,  any  more  than  the  expensive  engravings  made  and  dis- 
tributed for  the  same  purpose. 

If  any  such  conversation  occurred  between  Mr.  Fox  and  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers  as  the  latter  relates,  in  regard  to  anticipated  disagreement  of  views  between 
Mr.  Ericsson  and  myself  on  the  subject  of  those  light-draught  monitors,  I  can 
only  say  I  never  had  any  knowledge  of  it,  nor  any  intimation  of  the  kind  from 
Mr.  Eox. 

In  relation  to  Chief  Engineer  Stimers's  statement  that  he  did  not  furnish  the 
department  with  any  draught  of  a  monitor  on  his  own  plan,  and  that  he  only 
"  put  in  modifications  to  Mr.  Ericsson's  plan  according  to  the  directions  of  the 
heads  of  the  bureaus  here,"  I  can  only  say  that  I  do  not  know  whether  or  not 
he  presented  a  plan  of  his  own,  but  most  certainly  none  of  tlie  modifications  he 
made  to  Mr.  Ericsson's  were  either  suggested,  or  approved,  or  known  to  the 
bureaus  referred  to. 

The  most  astonishing  part  of  the  whole  is  that,  with  the  facts  above  stated,  so 
well  known  to  scores  of  people,  and  capable  of  being  supported  both  by  docu- 
mentary proof,  and  not  less  so  by  its  absence.  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  should 
have  the  matchless  effrontery  to  attempt  throwing  the  responsibility  of  the 
parentage  of  his  wretched  abortions  upon  the  two  mechanical  bureaus  of  the 
navy.  He  has  said  these  bureaus'were  inimical  to  these  vessels ;  if  this  was 
true  they  could  not  have  approved  them  or  assisted  in  designing  them ;  but  this 
allegation  has  as  little  truth  as  .all  the  others  made  by  him.  They  simply  had 
nothing  to  do  with  them  whatever,  and  were  neither  friendly  nor  unfriendly. 
Their  construction  had  been  confided  to  other  pereons  and  a  separate  organiza- 
tion ;  the  result  is  before  the  world.  Chief  Engineer  Stimera  had  no  occasion 
"to  fight  these  bureaus  and  to  conquer  them,"  as  he  says.  The  department 
gave  him  direct  all  he  asked,  and  there  was  nothing  to  light  them  about. 

Further  corroborations  of  tbese  views  will  be  found  in  the  following  letters, 
published  over  the  names  of  the  chiefs  of  these  bureaus,  and  written  in  the  first 
moments  of  surprise  when  they  found  themselves  accused  of  things  of  which 
they  only  derived  knowledge  from  the  accusation  itself. 


./Google 
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"  WAfiinMGTO.\,  March  1,  18G5. 
''  To  the  Editors  of  tlie  Boston  Daily  Advertiser : 

"  In  your  issue  of  tlie  20th  ulimo,  I  find  a  letter  from  Chief  Engineer  A.  C. 
StimerH,  United  Statea  Navy,  in  relation  to  what  are  popularly  known  as  the 
"light-draught  monitors,"  which  contains  statements  so  utterly  at  variiiiice  with 
the  truth,  and  so  calctdated  to  convey  erroneous  impressions,  that  I  must  aak  a 
small  portion  of  your  space  to  correct  them.. 

"  The  original  design  of  these  Tessela  was  made  by  Mr.  Ericsson,  who  fur- 
nished, BO  far  as  I  am  aware,  merely  an  outline  plan,  no  details  and  no  specifica- 
tions ;  and  had  this  sketch  been  filled  up  with  ordinary  ability,  the  vessels 
would  proTiably  have  had  the  contemplated  draught  of  water. 

"  But  Chief  Engineer  Stimera,  to  whom  the  immediate  supervision  of  theircon- 
struction  was  committed  by  the  department,  not  content  with  carrying  out  Mr, 
Ericsson's  ideas  and  furnishing  working  drawings  upon  his  plan,  undertook 
many  and  expensive  alterations.  Neither  the  working  drawings  containing 
these  departures  from  the  original  plan,  nor  any  other  working  plan,  were  ever 
submitted  to  either  of  the  mechanical  bureaus  of  the  Navy  Department,  and 
they  first  learned  of  the  alterations  through  the  contractors,  who  complained 
that  after  they  had  completed  portions  of  their  work,  the  plans  had  been  with- 
drawn and  others  widely  different  substituted. 

"  On  the  discovery  of  this  system,  .or  rather  want  of  system.  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers  was  informed  that  these  alterations,  involving  large  espeuse,  must  not 
be  made ;  but  he  Btill  persisted  in  them,  and  it  was  only  whea  a  lettei'  was  writ- 
ten to  each  of  the  builders  directing  them  not  to  make  further  alterations  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  bureaus  and  an  agreement  beforehand  as  to  the  coat,  that 
the  department  was  enabled  in  the  least  degi-ee  to  control  the  construction  of 
the  vessels.  It  is  these  unauthorized,  and  at  the  time  unknown,  changes  and 
additions,  more  than  anything  else,  that  necessitated  the  enlargement  of  the 
vessels. 

"  So  far  was  this  carried,  that  patented  inventions  were  inserted  in  the  draw- 
ings, with  the  knowledge  of  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  by  persons  employed  in 
Lis  ofSce,  and  claims  were  afterwards  made  for  patent  fees  upon  the  contractors. 

"  When  the  advertisement  was  issued,  in  order  to  place  the  work  under  con- 
tract. Chief  Engineer  Stimers  deposited  in  the  Bureau  of  Oonsti-uction  an  out- 
line plan  and  some  general  epeeifleatione,  accompanied  by  his  estimate  of  the 
weights  of  the  vessel  and  machinery,  which  weigbts,  he  stated  in  it,  corre- 
sponded to  a  draught  of  water  6  feet  5j  inches.  Most,  if  not  all  of  the  con- 
tractors, have  a  copy  of  his  paper  containing  these  weights,  and  on  them  they 
based  their  bids.  Had  these  weights  been  adhered  to  by  him,  the  vessel  would 
not  have  required  enlargement. 

"  I  was  never  asked  to  make  any  calculations  of  the  weight  or  draught  of 
water  of  the  light-draught,  or  any  other  of  the  monitor  vessels.  I  never  ap- 
proved plans,  as  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  states,  in  relation  to  them,  and  was 
never  asked  to  do  so ;  and  the  statements  in  my  letter  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Crimea, 
read  by  him  in  the  Senate,  are  strictly  true  in  every  respect,  both  in  the  spirit 
and  the  letter. 

"There  were  never  any  plans  submitted  to  me  of  which  I,  or  any  other  per- 
son, could  give  an  opinion  or  make  a  calculation,  and  Chief  Engineer  Stimera's 
assertion  that  '  when  the  plans  were  finally  completed,  they  were  examined  and 
approved  by  the  two  Bureaus  of  Construction  and  Engineering,'  is  without  the 
slightest  color  of  truth. 

"  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  further  states  that '  his  auperintendent  of  draugbta- 
men,  Mr.  Orabb,  had  orders  from  him,  from  first  to  last,  to  take  all  drawings  to 
OMtaiu  Ericsson  for  approval' — conveying  the  impression  that  Captain  Ericsson 
dill  approve  them  ;  whereas  it  appears  he  protested  against  them  in  writing. 
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"  During  the  progreaa  of  the  construction  of  the  light-draught  monitors,  Chief 
Engineer  Stimers  assumed  the  entire  credit  of  them,  and  it  is  a  ludicrous  sur- 
prise to  the  hundreds  of  persons  who  recollected  his  pretensions  then,  that  he  ia 
now  endeavoring  to  shift  the  responsibility  of  his  errors  to  others.  He  seema 
to  shrink  as  abjectly  from  accepting  the  results  of  his  own  acts  when  fwlures, 
as  he  was  eager  and  bold  to  asanme  credit  for  labors  not  his  own  when  he 
thought  they  would  render  him  famous. 

"So  far  from  submitting  to  be  instructed  by  Mr.  Ericsaon,  he  aBauined  to  he 
his  rival,  and  in  the  endeavor  to  imitate  him  underwent  the  fate  of  the  frog  who 
attempted  to  expand  himself  to  the  balk  of  the  ox. 

"Ail  the  facts  herein  stated,  and  mucli  more,  are  well  known  to  hundreds, 
and,  in  the  endeavor  to  avoid  the  reaponsibility  which  belonga  to  him,  and  him 
alone,  he  forfeits  the  charity  which  might  be  extended  to  his  ignorance  as  an 

°         '  "  JOHN  LENTHALL." 


"Navy  Depabtme.vt, 
"  B-areau  of  Steam  E-agineering,  March.  2,  1S65. 
"  To  thi:  Editt/rs  of  ike  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  t 

"  My  attisntion  has  been  called  to  a  letter  in  your  issue,  of  the  20th  ultimo, 
on  the  aiibject  of  the  '  light- draught  monitora,'  signed  by  Chief  Engineer  A.  C. 
Stimera,  United  States  navy,  and  containing  aeaertione  ia  relation  to  my  con- 
nexion with  the  same,  so  oppoaed  to  the  truth  as  to  require  a  flat  denial,  with 
such  statements  iw  will  enable  the  public  to  justly  judge  between  us. 

"My  letter  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Grimes,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affaire  of  the  Senate,  read  to  that  body  and  referred  to  by  Chief  Engineer 
Stimera,  is  strictly  correct  in  every  particular;  and  the  tenor  of  its  statements, 
aa  quoted  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  'that  I  have  had  nothing  to  with  the  con- 
struction of  the  iron-elads  in  question,'  ia  known  to  be  true  by  every  one  of  the 
hundreds  of  persons  having  connexion  with  them,  and  by  none  so  well  aa  by 
Chief  Engineer  Stimers  himself.     The  real  facta  are  as  follows; 

"The  first  knowledge  I  had  of  any  intent  to  build  such  vessels  was  from 
Chief  Engineer  Stimera,  who  entered  my  office  with  a  sketch — aiid  it  was  hardly 
completo  enough  to  deserve  that  name — by  Mr.  Ericaaon  for  a  monitor  veaael 
of  six  feet  draught  of  water.  Hia  purpose  waa  to  show  me  the  machinery  alone 
for  the  hull,  tm'reta,  &c.,  and  the  making  of  the  eontracta  did  not  lie  within  my 
province.  On  this  sketch  no  detail  of  machinery  waa  given,  its  position  only 
was  indicated,  and  a  few  general  dimensions  expressed,  together  with  the  type 
of  boiler.  I  was  not  asked  to  approve  anything  in  relation  to  it,  nor  was  I 
consulted  about  it;  and  the  only  suggestions  I  offered  were,  first,  that  the  two 
screws  by  which  the  vessel  was  to  be  propelled  ought  to  be  separated  so  aa  to 
prevent  their  actions  interfering — the  sketch  showed  them  overlapping  greatly ; 
second,  that  if  the  boilei-s  were  arranged  with  a  fore-and-aft  fire-room,  as  almost 
universally  adopted  in  steamers,  it  would  be  a  better  distribution  of  them  for 
space  and  convenience  than  the  one  shown  on  the  sketch,  which  had  two 
athwavtship  fire-rooms,  one  at  each  end  of  the  boilers ;  and  I  further  suggested 
the  use  of  vertical  water-tubes  by  the  sides  of  the  fiirnaces.  In  place  of  this, 
however,  another  arrangement  of  tubes,  as  I  since  learned,  was  used,  devised  by 
Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  for  which  he  applied  for  a  patent,  and  on  which  one 
contractor  informed  me  in  presence  of  a  third  person  he  had  paid  a  fee.  A  long 
time  after  the  interview  referred  to,  ■which  was  the  only  one  that  ever  took 
place  on  the  subject,  I  waa  required  to  give  an  estimate  of  the  probable  speed, 
the  data  submitted  to  me  being  the  number  of  square  feet  of  grate  and  heating 
surface  in  the  boiler,  the  capacity  of  the  cylinders,  and  the  immersed  amidsljip 
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Bection  ia  square  feet  of  the  vessel  at  six  feet  (Irauelit  of 

were  the  whole  data;  and  I  replied,  stating  I  h, 

assumptions  that  the  resistance  of  the  vessel  per  square  foot  of  section  was  the 

same  as  that  of  ordinarily  modelled  naval  vessels,  ajid  that  the  machinery  waa 

properly  proportioned. 

"  The  whole  designing  and  superintending  of  this  work  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  I  had  no  further  communication  with  him  on 
the  Bubject,  gave  no  directions  in  regard  to  it  either  directly  or  indirectly,  and 
bad  not  the  slightest  knowledge  concerning  it.  I  never  saw,  and  to  this  day  have 
never  seen,  any  of  the  drawings  from  which  the  work  was  executed,  all  of  which 
were  ftimished  by  him  directly  to  the  contractors,  and  signed  with  his  name, 
nor  have  1  ever  seen  a  copy  of  the  specifications,  which  were  made  by  him  after 
the  contracts  were  executed,  though  they  were,  as  I  have  since  learned,  printed 
and  distributed  all  over  the  country;  but  not  a  copy  was  sent  to  me.  During 
the  progress  of  the  work.  Chief  Engineer  Stimei-a  claimed  all  the  merit  of  it, 
and  its  whole  responsibihty,  asserting  in  the  presence  of  dozens  that  he  and  he 
alone  was  the  author  of  every  part  and  parcel  of  it,  a  claim  which  no  tliorough 
engineer  would  have  dreamed  of  disputing  with  him,  after  examining  its  character. 
It  now  appears,  indeed,  that  the  plans  of  machinery  and  of  vessel  designed  by 
Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  including  his  water-chamber,  which  contributed  so 
much  to  overload  her,  were  so  completely  the  opposite  of  those  intended  by  Mr. 
Ericsson,  and  indicated  in  his  original  sketch,  that  he  protested  in  writing  against 
them.  Chief  Engineer  Slimers's  statement,  therefore,  that  'when  the  plans 
were  finally  completed  they  were  examined  and  approved  by  the  two  Bureaus  of 
Construction  and  Steam  Engineering,'  ia  not  only  an  untruth,  but  made  the 
more  contemptible  by  its  intent  to  throw  on  others  the  responsibility  of  his  own 
utter  incompetency.  That  a  person  should  not  have  ability  equal  to  the  per- 
formance of  a  task  which  his  self-conceit  makes  him  undertake,  is  not  uncom- 
mon; hut  it  is  very  uncommon  to  find  so  little  manhood  as  not  only  to  shrink 
irom  the  responsibility  of  the  failure  when  it  comes,  but  the  baseness  to  attempt 
screening  himself  by  falsely  charging  it  upon  the  well-won  reputation  of  others. 
"B.  F.  ISHEEWOOD." 
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TIIIIiTY-EIGHTll  COWGEESS,  SECOND  SESSION. 
CONGEESS  OF  THE  TIHITED  STATES, 
lis:  '['HE  House  op  Eepresp.jjtativjis,  Jaituary  10,  ISGri. 
On  moljon  of  Mr.  Ortli, 

Resolved,  That  tie  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War  be  required  to  inquire  into  and 
report  all  the  facta  connected  with  the  late  attack  of  the  third  regiment  of  Colorado  volnn- 
teora,  under  Colonel  Chiyingtoa,  on  iv  villa^  of  the  Cheyenne   tribe  of  Indiang,   near 

Atest:  ~,  CleTk. 


The  Joint  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

In  the  summer  of  1864  Governor  Evans,  of  Colorado  Territory, 
as  acting  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  sent  notice  to  the  various 
bands  and  tribes  of  Indians  within  his  jurisdiction  that  such  as  de- 
sired to  be  considered  friendly  to  the  whites  should  at  once  repair  to 
the  nearest  military  post  in  order  to  be  protected  from  the  soldiers 
who  were  to  take  the  field  against  the  hostile  Indians. 

About  the  close  of  the  summer,  some  Cheyenne  Indians,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Smoke  Hills,  sent  word  to  Major  Wynkoop,  the 
commandant  of  the  post  of  Fort  Lyon,  that  they  had  in  their  pos- 
session, and  were  willing  to  deliver  up,  some  white  captives  they  had 
purchased  of  other  Indians,  Major  Wynkoop,  with  a  force  of  over 
100  men,  visited  those  Indians  and  received  the  white  captives.  On 
his  return  he  was  accompanied  by  a  number  of  th^  chiefs  and  leading 
men  of  the  Indians,  whom  he  had  invited  to  visit  Denver  for  the 
piirpose  of  conferring  with  the  authorities  there  in  regard  to  keeping 
peace.  Among  them  were  Black  Kettle  and  White  Antelope  of  the 
Choyennes,  and  some  chiefs  of  the  Arapahoes.  The  council  was 
held,  and  these  chiefs  stated  that  they  were  friendly  to  the  whites, 
and  always  had  been,  and  that  they  desired  peace.  Governor  Evans 
and  Colonel  Chivington,  the  commander  of  that  military  district,  ad- 
vised them  to  repair  to  Fort  Lyon  and  submit  to  whatever  terms  the 
military  commander  there  should  impose.  This  was  done  by  the 
Indiana,  who  were  treated  somewhat  as  prisoners  of  war,  receiving 
rations,  and  being  obliged  to  remain  within  certain  bounds. 


Google 


n  MASSACJJE    OF    CHEYKSKE   INDIANS. 

All  the  testimony  goes  to  show  that  the  Indians,  under  the  imme- 
diate control  of  Black  Kettle  and  White  Antelope  of  the  Cheyennes, 
and  Left  Hand  of  the  Arapahoes,  were  and  had  been  friendly  to  the 
whites,  and  had  not  been  guilty  of  any  acts  of  hostility  or  depreda- 
tion. The  Indian  agents,  the  Indian  interpreter  and  others  examined 
by  your  committee,  all  testify  to  the  good  character  of  those  Indiana. 
Even  Governor  Evans  and  Major  Anthony,  though  evidently  willing 
to  convey  to  your  committee  a  faJse  impression  of  the  character  of 
those  Indians,  were  forced,  in  spite  of  their  prevarication,  to  admit 
that  they  knew  of  nothing  they  had  done  which  rendered  them  de- 
serving of  punishment. 

A  northern  band  of  the  Cheyennes,  known  as  the  Dog  Soldiers, 
had  been  guilty  of  acts  of  hostility  ;  bnt  all  the  testimony  goes  to 
prove  thatthey  had  no  connexion  with  Black  Kettle's  band,  but  acted 
in  despite  of  hia  authority  and  influence.  Black  Kettle  and  his  band 
denied  all  connexion  with  or  responsibility  for  the  Dog  Soldiers,  and 
Left  Hand  and  his  band  of  Arapahoes  were  equally  friendly. 

These  Indians,  at  the  suggestion  of  Governor  Evans  and  Colonel 
Chivington,  repaired  to  I'ort  Lyon  and  placed  themselves  under  the 
protection  of  Major  Wynkoop.  They  were  led  to  believe  that  they 
were  regarded  in  the  light  of  friendly  Indians,  and  would  be  treated 
as  such  so  long  as  they  conducted  themselves  quietly. 

The  treatment  extended  to  those  Indians  by  Major  Wynkoop  does 
not  seem  to  have  satisfied  those  in  authority  there,  and  for  some 
cause,  which  does  not  appear,  he  was  removed,  and  Major  Scott  J. 
Anthony  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  Fort  Lyon  ;  but  even  Ma- 
jor Anthony  seems  to  have  found  it  difficult  at  first  to  pursue  any 
different  course  towards  the  Indiana  he  found  there.  They  were  en- 
tirely within  the  power  of  the  military.  Major  Anthony  having  de- 
manded their  arms,  which  they  surrendered  to  him,  they  conducted 
themselves  quietly,  and  in  every  way  manifested  a  disposition  to  re- 
main  at  peace  with  the  whites.  For  a  time  even  he  continued  issu- 
ing rations  to  them  as  Major  Wynkoop  had  done  ;  but  it  was  deter- 
mined by  Major  Anthony  (whether  upon  his  own  motion  or  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  others  does  not  appear)  to  pursue  a  different  course  to- 
wards these  friendlj'  Indians.  They  were  called  together  and  told 
that  rations  could  no  longer  he  issued  to  them,  and  they  had  better 
go  where  they  could  obtain  subsistence  by  hunting.  At  the  sug- 
gestion of  Major  Anthony  (and  from  one  in  hia  position  a  suggestion 
was  equivalent  to  a  command)  these  Indians  went  to  a  place  on  Sand 
creek,  aboiit  thirty-five  miles  from  Fort  Lyon,  and  there  established 
their  camp,  their  arms  being  restored  to  them.  He  told  them  ihat 
he  then  had  no  authority  to  make  peace  with  them  ;  but  in  case  he 
received  such  authority  he  would  inform  them  of  it.  In  his  testimony 
he  says : 

' '  I  told  them  they  might  go  back  on  Sand  creek,  or  between  there 
and  the  headwaters  of  the  Smoky  Hill,  and  remain  there  until  I  re- 
ceived instructions  from  the  department  headquarters,  from  General 
Curtis  :  and  that  in  case  I  did  receive  any  a.uthority  to  make  peace 
with   them   1  would  go    riglit   over   and   let   them  know  it.     Idid 
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T>M  state  to  them  that  I  tcould  give  tlmn  notice  in  case  ive  intended  to  at- 
tach them.  They  went  away  with  that  understanding,  that  in  case  I 
received  instructionafrom  department  headquarters  I  was  to  let  them 
know  it," 

And  in  order,  as  it  wore,  to  render  these  Indiana  less  apprehensive 
of  any  danger,  One  Eye,  a  Cheyenne  chief,  was  allowed  to  remain 
with  them  to  obtain  information  for  the  use  of  the  military  author- 
ities. He  was  employed  at  $126  a  month,  and  several  times  brought 
to  Major  Anthony,  at  Fort  Lyon,  information  of  proposed  move- 
ments of  other  and  hostile  bands.  Jack  Smith,  a  half-breed  son  of 
John  S,  Smith,  an  Indian  interpreter,  employed  by  the  government, 
was  also  there  for  the  same  purpose.  A  United  States  soldier  was 
allowed  to  remain  there,  and  two  days  before  the  massacre  Mr.  Smith, 
the  interpreter,  was  permitted  to  go  there  with  goods  to  trade 
with  the  Indians.  Everything  seems  to  have  been  done  to  remove 
from  the  minds  of  these  Indians  any  fear  of  approaching  danger  ; 
and  when  Colonel  Chivington  commenced  his  movement  he  took 
all  the  precautions  in  his  power  to  prevent  these  Indiana  learning 
of  his  approach.  For  some  days  all  travel  on  that  route  was  forcibly 
stopped  by  him,  not  even  the  mail  being  allowed  to  pass.  On  the 
morning  of  the  28th  of  November  he  appeared  at  Fort  Lyon  with 
over  700  mounted  menand  two  pieces  of  artillery.  One  of  bis  first  acts 
was  to  throw  a  guard  around  the  post  to  prevent  any  one  leaving  it. 
At  this  place  Major  Anthony  joined  him  with  125  men  and  two 
pieces  of  artillery. 

On  the  night  of  the  28th  the  entii"e  party  started  from  Fort  Lyon, 
and,  by  a  forced  march,  arrived  at  the  Indian  camp,  on  Sand  creek, 
shortly  after  daybreak.  This  Indian  camp  consisted  of  about  100 
lodges  of  Cheyennes,  under  Black  Kettle,  and  from  8  to  10  lodges  of 
Arapahoes  under  Left  Hand.  It  is  estimated  that  each  lodge  con- 
tained iive  or  more  persons,  and  that  more  than  one-half  were  women 
and  children. 

Upon  observing  the  approach  of  the  soldiers,  Black-Kettle,  the 
head  chief,  ran  up  to  the  top  of  his  lodge  an  American  flag,  which 
had  been  presented  to  him  some  years  before  by  Commissioner 
Greenwood,  with  a  small  white  flag  under  it,  as  he  bad  been  ad- 
vised to  do  in  case  he  met  with  any  troops  on  the  prairies.  Mr. 
Smith,  the  interpreter,  supposing  they  might  be  strange  troops, 
unaware  of  the  character  of  the  Indians  encamped  there,  advanced 
from  his  lodge  to  meet  them,  but  %vas  fired  upon,  and  returned  to  his 
lodge. 

And  then  the  scene  of  murder  and  barbarity  began — men,  women, 
and  children  wsre  indiscriminately  slaughtered.  In  a  few  minutes, 
all  the  Indians  were  flying  over  the  plain  in  terror  and  confusion. 
A  few  who  endeavored  to  hide  themselves  under  the  bank  of  the 
creek  were  surrounded  and  shot  down  in  cold  blood,  offering  but 
i'oeble  resistance.  From  the  sucking  babe  to  the  old  warrior,  ail  who 
were  overtaken  were  deliberately  murdered.  Not  content  with  killing 
women  and  children,  who  were  incapable  of  offering  any  resistance, 
the  soldiers  indulged  in  acts  of  barbarity  of  the  most  revolting  char. 
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acter;  such,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  as  never  beibre  disgraced  the  acts  of 
men  claiming  to  be  civilized.  No  attempt  was  made  by  the  officers 
to  restrain  the  savage  cruelty  of  the  men  under  their  command,  but 
they  stood  by  and  witnessed  these  acts  without  one  word  of  reproof, 
if  they  did  not  incite  their  commission.  For  more  than  two  hours  the 
work  of  murder  and  barbarity  was  continued,  until  more  than  one 
Imndred  dead  bodies,  three-fourths  of  them  of  women  and  children,  lay 
on  the  plain  as  evidences  of  the  fiendish  malignity  and  cruelty  of  the 
officers  who  had  so  sedulouely  and  carefully  plotted  the  massacre,  and 
of  the  soldiera  who  had  so  faithfully  acted  out  the  spirit  of  their 


It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  beings  in  the  form  of  men,  and  disgracing 
the  uniform  of  United  States  soldiers  and  officers,  could  commit  or 
countenance  the  commission  of  such  acts  of  cruelty  and  barbarity  as 
are  detailed  in  the  testimony,  but  which  your  committee  will  not 
specify  in  their  report.  It  is  true  that  there  eeems  to  have  existed 
among  the  people  inhabiting  that  region  of  country  a  hostile  feeling 
towards  the  Indians.  Some  of  the  Indians  had  committed  acts  of 
hostility  towards  the  whites  ;  but  no  effort  seems  to  have  been  made 
by  the  authorities  there  to  prevent  these  hostilities,  other  than  by 
the  commission  of  even  worse  acts.  Ttie  hatred  of  the  whites  to  the 
Indians  would  seem  to  have  been  inflamed  and  excited  to  the  utmost; 
the  bodies  of  persons  killed  at  a  great  distance — whether  by  Indians 
or  not,  is  not  certain— were  brought  to  the  capital  of  the  Territory 
and  exposed  to  the  public  gaze  for  the  purpose  of  inflaming  still  more 
the  alreadj'  excited  feeling  of  the  people.  Their  cupidity  was  ap- 
pealed to,  for  the  governor  in  a  proclamation  calls  upon  all,  ' '  either 
individually  or  in  such  parties  as  they  may  organize,"  "to  kill  and 
destroy  as  enemies  of  the  country,  wherever  they  may  be  found,  all 
such  hostile  Indians ,' '  authorizing  them  to  ' '  hold  to  their  own  private 
use  and  benefit  all  the  property  of  said  hostile  Indians  that  they 
may  capture."  What  Indiana  he  would  ever  term  friendly  it  is 
impossible  to  tell.  His  testimony  before  your  committee  was  char- 
acterized by  such  prevarication  and  shuffling  as  has  been  shown  by 
no  witness  they  have  examined  during  the  four  years  they  have  been 
engaged  in  their  investigations;  and  for  the  evident  purpose  of 
avoiding  the  admission  that  he  was  fully  aware  that  the  Indians  mas- 
sacred so  brutally  at  Sand  creek,  were  then,  and  had  been,  actuated 
by  the  most  friendly  feelings  towards  the  whites,  and  had  done  all 
in  their  power  to  restrain  those  less  friendly  disposed. 

The  testimony  of  Major  Anthony,  who  succeeded  an  officer  disposed 
to  treat  these  Indians  with  justice  and  humanity,  is  sufficient  of  itself 
to  show  how  unprovoked  and  unwarranted  was  this  massacre.  He 
testifies  that  he  found  these  Indiana  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Lyon 
when  he  assumed  command  of  that  post;  that  they  professed  their 
friendliness  to  the  whites,  and  their  willingness  to  do  whatever  he  de- 
manded of  them;  that  they  delivered  their  arms  up  to  him;  that  they 
went  to  and  encamped  itpon  the  place  designated  by  him ;  that  they 
gave  him  information  from  time  to  time  of  acts  of  hostility  which  were 
meditated  by  other  and  hostile  bands,  and  in  every  way  conducted 
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tUomaelves  properly  and  peaceably,  and  yet  he  says  it  was  fear  and 
not  principle  which  prevented  his  killing  fchem  while  they  were  com- 
pletely in  his  power.  And  when  Colonel  Chivington  appeared  at 
Port  Lyon,  on  hia  mission  of  murder  and  barbarity,  Major  Anthony 
made  haate  to  accompany  him  with  men  and  artillery,  although  Colonel 
Chivington  had  no  authority  whatever  over  him. 

As  to  Colonel  Chivington,  your  committee  can  hardly  find  fitting 
terms  to  describe  liis  conduct.  Wearing  the  uniform  of  the  United 
States,  which  should  be  the  emblem  of  justice  and  humanity;  holding 
the  important  position  of  commander  of  a  military  district,  and  there- 
fore having  the  honor  of  the  government  to  that  extent  in  hia  keep 
ing,  he  deliberately  planned  and  executed  a  foul  and  dastardly  mas- 
sacre which  would  have  disgraced  the  veriest  savage  among  those 
who  were  the  victims  of  his  cruelty.  Having  full  knowledge  of  their 
friendly  character,  having  himself  been  instrumental  to  some  extent 
in  placing  them  in  their  position  of  fancied  security,  he  took  advan- 
tage of  their  inapprehension  and  defenceless  condition  to  gratify  the 
worst  passions  that  ever  cursed  the  heart  of  man.  It  is  thought  by 
some  that  desire  for  political  preferment  prompted  him  to  this  cow- 
ardly act;  that  he  supposed  that  by  pandering  to  the  inflamed  pas- 
sions of  an  excited  population  he  could  recommend  himself  to  their 
regard  and  consideration.  Others  think  it  was  to  avoid  the  being  sent 
where  there  was  more  of  danger  and  hard  service  to  be  performed: 
that  he  was  willing  to  get  up  a  show  of  hostility  on  the  part  of  the 
Indians  by  committing  himself  acts  which  savages  themselves  would 
never  premeditate.  Whatever  may  have  been  hia  motive,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  authority  of  this  government  will  never  again  be  dis- 
graced by  acts  such  as  he  and  those  acting  with  him  have  been  guilty 
of  committing. 

There  were  hostile  Indians  not  far  distant,  against  which  Colonel 
Chivington  could  have  led  the  force  under  his  command.  Major  An- 
thony testifies  that  but  three  or  four  days'  march  from  his  post  were 
several  hundreds  of  Indians,  generally  believed  to  be  engaged  in 
acta  of  hostility  towards  the  whites.  And  he  deliberately  testifies 
that  only  the  fear  of  them  prevented  him  from  killing  those  who  were 
friendly  and  entirely  within  his  reach  and  control.  It  is  true  that  to 
reach  them  required  some  days  of  hard  marching.  It  was  not  to  be 
expected  that  they  could  be  surprised  as  easily  as  those  on  Sand 
creek;  and  the  warriors  among  them  were  almost,  if  not  quite,  as 
numerous  as  the  soldiers  under  the  control  of  Colonel  Chivington. 
Whatever  influence  this  may  have  had  upon  Colonel  Chivington,  the 
truth  is  that  he  surprised  and  murdered,  in  cold  blood,  the  unsus- 
pecting men,  women,  and  children  on  Sand  creek,  who  had  every 
reason  to  believe  they  were  under  the  protection  of  the  United  States 
authorities,  and  then  returned  to  Denver  and  boasted  of  the  brave 
deeds  he  and  the  men  under  his  command  had  performed. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States,  at  its  last  session,  authorized 
the  appointment  of  a  commission  to  investigate  all  matters  relating 
to  the  administration  of  Indian  aifairs  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States.     Your  committee  most  sincerely  trust  that  the  result  of  their 
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inquiry  will  be  the  adoption  of  measures  which  will  vender  impossible 
the  employment  of  officers,  civil  and  military,  such  as  have  heretofore 
'  i  the  administration  of  Indian  affairs  in  this  country  a  byword  and 


In  conclusion,  yonr  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  for  the  pur- 
pose of  vindicating  the  cause  of  justice  and  upholding  the  honor  of 
the  nation,  prompt  and  energetic  measures  should  be  at  once  taken 
to  remove  from  office  those  who  have  thus  disgraced  the  government 
by  whom  they  are  employed,  and  to  punish,  as  their  crimes  deserve, 
those  who  have  been  giiilty  of  these  brutal  and  cowardly  acts. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

B.  P.  WADE,  Chairnum. 

NOTF„^See  jouioal  of 
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Testimony  of  Mr.  Jesse  H.  Lc/>/icwworth. 

WASHr.\GTON,  MarcA  13,  1S65. 

Mr.  Jbssg  H,  Lbavenwokth  sworn  aud  examined. 
By  the  chairmaa ; 

Question.  Whei'e  do  you  reside  ? 

Anewci'.  My  home  is  in  the  city  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin ;  but  I  am  the 
Indian  agent  of  the  Kiowas,  Camancbea,  and  Apaehe  Indiana,  who  roam  over 
the  plains  between  Fort  Lamed,  on  the  Santo  F6  road,  and  the  borders  of 
Mexico,  through  the  western  part  of  Texas. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  about  the  band  of  Indians  said  to  have  been 
massacred  by  a  force  of  troops  under  Colonel  Chivington,  of  Colorado  ? 

Answer.  I  am  perfectly  acq^uainted  with  tbem.  I  tave  known  tbem  intimately 
since  1862.  Being  in  command  of  that  south weatPin  fiontiei  I  ha\e  con'^tanth 
had  occasion  to  come  in  contact  with  them. 

Question.  What  is  that  band  called  t 

Answer.  That  band  is  called  the  Oheyennoa;  but  iheie  weic  aloo  ten  lodeo'* 
of  Arapahoes  with  them.  Their  reservation  is  on  the  ArkauKii"*  nver  LOm 
meucing  at  the  Big  Timbers  and  extending  up  the  rn  ei  nmeiy  milc«  ind 
bouuded  on  the  uorthby  the  Big  Sandy.  Fort  Ljon  is  situxted  upon  their 
reservation. 

Question.  Is  this  in  the  Territory  of  Colorado  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Fort  Lyon  was  my  headc[uaitere  for  nearly  two  years, 
and  I  had  occasion  to  meet  these  Indians  almost  daily.  The  chiefs  Black 
Kettle,  White  Antelope,  and  Big  Jake  have  travelled  with  me  hundreds  and 
hundreds  of  miles.  Left  Hand,  the  second  chief  of  the  Ai'apahoes,  and  Little 
Baven,  the  first  chief  of  the  Arapahoes,  have  been  with  me  on  scouts  and  in 
my  camps  for  months  together.  Left  Hand  was  killed  by  Chivingtou ;  so  I  am 
told  by  the  agent  and  by  others.  His  lodge  happened  to  be  one  of  the  ten.  A 
year  ago  Little  Raven  requested  me  to  try  and  get  the  military  removed  from 
his  reservation,  which  I  did,  through  Mi'.  H.  P.  Bonnet.  Yon  will  see  the  cor- 
respondence in  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  for  1864.  I 
can  say  that  they  were  always  friendly.  They  have  often  stated  to  me  that 
they  would  not  fight  the  whites  under  any  circumstances.  Left  Hand  particu- 
larly Las  said  that  the  whites  might  murder  their  men  and  do  anything  they 
pleased  to  them,  but  they  would  never  fight  the  whites. 

Question.  What  caused  our  troops  to  make  this  attack  upon  them? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  the  immediate  cause  of  Colonel  Chivington  attacking 
this  village.  I  know  that  a  year  ago  this  spring  Major  Waller,  of  the  regular 
army,  crossed  the  plains  and  passed  the  reservation  of  the  Cheyennes  and 
Arapahoes;  and  he  communicated  to  the  Indian  department  that  if  Colonel 
Chivington  was  not  stopped  in  his  courae  of  hunting  down  these  Indians  it 
would  get  us  into  a  war  tBa,t  would  cost  ua  millions  of  dollars.  I  also  saw  from 
tbe  reports  in  the  papers  that  Lieutenant  Ayres  was  hunting  these  Indians  from 
camp  to  camp.   Knowing  their  disposition,  and  knowing  Lieutenant  Ayres,  having 
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appointed  liim  niysi;!f  as  a  lieutenant,  I  stated  to  the  Indian  department  tliat 
if  Colonel  Ohivingtoa  was  not  stopppd  in  iiis  course  of  sending  Lieutenant 
Ayres  after  these  Indians  we  should  get  into  a  general  Indian  war  on  the 
iron  tier. 

Question.  What  was  their  object  in  bunting  these  Indians?  what  came  ■ms 
there  for  it  t 

Answer.  I  could  tell  you  the  ostensible  cause,  but  the  real  cau^e  is  beyond 
my  knowledge.  Colonel  Ohivingtou  was  ordered  by  General  Guitis  to  rendea 
vous  his  forces  idst  spring  ia  the  southeast  part  of  Oolorado  foi  the  ost*nsible 
purpose  of  making  a  raid  into  Texas.  But,  as  they  claimed,  the  Indian  difii 
cnlties  prevented  bim  from  doing  bo,  and  he  kept  his  troops  tliere  hunting  these 
Indians. 

Question.  You  say  that  these  Indians  were  of  a  remarkably  friendly  disposi- 

Auswer.  Yea,  sir. 

Question.  And  inoffensive  towards  our  people  ? 

Answer.  There  never  were  two  bands  of  Indiana  more  friendly  to  the  whites 
than  Black  Kettle's  band  and  White  Antelope's  band,  aiid  One  Eye,  who  was 
also  killed  in. this  massacre. 

(,^iestioij.  Where  were  yon  when  this  massacre  took  place? 

Answer.  I  was  between  i'ort  Leavenworth  and  the  Oamanche  country,  tiy- 
ing  to  meet  the  wild  tribes  of  wliieh  I  was  appointed  the  agent.  I  found  it 
very  difScnlt  to  get  to  them.  Little  Raven  had  escaped  from  the  massacre  and 
got  into  the  Oamanche  country.  He  was  half  a  Oamanche  himself,  speaking 
Bieir  language  well,  and  is  now  with  the  Camanches  with  his  band,  and  is  one 
of  the  best  men  there.     I  am  begging  protection  for  him,  if  I  can  get  to  him. 

Question.  Can  you  state  any;hing  more  in  regard  lo  this  massacre? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  positively,  because  I  was  not  there ;  hut  I 
have  my  information  from  persons  who  were  present.  One  of  them,  Captain 
Smith,  is  in  this  city  now.  He  was  there  trading  under  the  authority  of  Major 
Anthony  ;  and  I  thiok  Major  Anthony  is  also  in  this  city.  He  was  second  in 
command  in  that  expedition.  From  them  joii  can  get  more  reliable  information 
than  I  can  give  you,  for  mine  is  hearsay.  I  only  know  that  these  Indians  were 
of  a  moat  friendly  disposition.  Mr.  D.  D.  Oolley  ia  also  here ;  he  has  been  a 
trader  in  their  camp  for  two  years.  His  father,  Major  Colley,  is  their  agent, 
and  knows  them  intimately;  better,  if  anything,  than  I  do. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  these  Indians  had  ever  committed  any 
depredations  upon  the  whites  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not  aware  that  they  had ;  not  this  particular  baTid. 


TeslimOTiy  of  Mr,  John,  B.  Smith. 

WASHL\uTorj,  March  14,  1S65. 
Mr.  Jo!!\  a.  Smith  swom  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Gooch: 
Question.  Where  is  your  place  of  residence? 
Answer.  Fort  Lyon,  Colorado. 
Question.  What  is  yonv  occupation  ? 

Answer.  United  States  Indian  interpreter  and  special  Indian  agent. 
Question.  Will  yon  state  to  the  committee  all  that  you  know  in  relation  to 
the  attack  of  Colonel  Chivington  upon  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  Indians  in 
NoYcmber  last? 
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Answer.  Major  Antlioay  was  in  command  at  Fort  Lynn  at  the  time.  Those 
hidians  had  been  induced  to  remain  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Lyon,  and  were 
promised  protection  by  the  commanding  officer  at  Foil  Lyon.  The  eninniaiid- 
ing  officer  saw  proper  to  keep  them  some  thirty  or  forty  miles  distant  from  the 
fort,  for  fear  of  some  conflict  between  them  and  the  soldiers  or  the  travelling  popti- 
lation,  fov  Fort  Lyon  ia  on  a  great  thoroughfare.  He  advised  them  to  go  out 
on  what  is  called  t;and  creek,  about  forty  miles,  a  httle  east  of  north  from  Fort 
Lyon.  Some  days  after  they  had  left  Fort  Lyon,  when  I  had  joat  recovered 
from  a  long  spell  of  sickness,  I  was  called  on  hy  Major  S.  G-.  CoUey,  who 
asked  me  if  I  was  able  and  willing  to  go  out  and  pay  a  visit  to  these  Indians, 
ascertain  their  numbers,  their  general  disposition  toward  the  whites,  tind  the 
points  where  other  bands  might  be  located  in  the  interior. 

Question.  What  was  the  necessity  for  obtaining  that  information? 

Answer.  Because  thei-e  were  different  bands  which  were  supposed  to  be  at 
war ;  in  &ct,  we  knew  at  the  time  that  they  were  at  war  with  the  white  popu- 
lation in  that  country ;  but  this  band  had  been  in  and  left  the  post  perfectly 
satisiied.  I  left  to  go  to  this  village  of  Indians  on  the  S6th  of  November  last, 
I  arrived  there  on  the  27th  and  remained  there  the  28th.  On  the  morning  of 
the  a9th,  between  daylight  and  sunrise — nearer  sunrise  than  daybreak — a  large 
number  of  troops  were  discovered  from  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  a  mile  below 
the  village.  The  Indians,  who  discovered  them,  i-an  to  my  camp,  called  me  out, 
and  wanted  me  to  go  and  see  what  troops  they  were,  and  what  they  wanted. 
The  head  chief  of  the  nation.  Black  Kettle,  and  head  chief  of  the  Cheyennes, 
was  encamped  there  with  us.  Some  years  previous  he  Lad  been  presented  with  a 
iino  American  flag  by  Oolonel  Gtreenwood,  a  commissioner,  who  had  been  sent 
out  tliere.  Black  Kettle  ran  this  American  flag  up  to  the  top  of  his  lodge,  with 
a  small  white  flag  tied  right  under  it,  as  he  had  been  advised,  to  do  in  case  he 
should  meet  with  any  troops  out  on  the  prairies.  I  then  left  my  own  camp  and 
started  for  that  portion  of  the  ti'oops  that  was  nearest  the  village,  supposing  I 
could  go  up  to  them.  I  did  not  know  but  they  might  ho  strange  troops,  and 
thought  my  presence  and  explanations  could  reconcile  mutters.  Lieutenant 
Wilson  was  in  command  of  the  detachment  to  which  I  tried  to  make  my  ap- 
proach; hut  they  fired  several  volleys  at  me,  and  I  returned  back  to  my  camp 
and  entered  my  lodge. 

Question.  Did  these  troops  know  you  to  be  a  white  man  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  the  troops  tliat  went  there  knew  I  was  in  tlie  village. 

Question.  Lid  yon  see  Lieuti-nant  Wilson,  or  were  you  seen  hy  him  ^ 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  I  was  seen  by  him ;  hut  his  troops  were  the  first  to 
fire  at  me. 

Question.  Did  they  know  you  to  be  a  white  man  ? 

Answer.  They  could  not  help  knowing  it.  I  had  on  pants,  a  soldier's  over- 
coat, and  a  hat  such  as  I  am  wearing  now.  I  was  dressed  differently  from  any 
Indian  in  the  country.  On  my  return  I  entered  my  lodge,  not  expecting  to  get 
out  of  it  alive.  I  had  two  other  men  there  with  me  :  one  was  David  Louder- 
baeh,  a  soldier,  belonging  to  company  G,  Ist  Colorado  cavalry ;  the  other,  a 
man  hy  the  name  of  Watson,  who  was  a  hired  hand  of  Mr.  D.  tt.  Colley,  the 
son  of  Majov  Colley,  the  agent. 

After  I  had  left  my  lodge  to  go  out  and  see  what  was  going  on,  Colonel 
Chivington  rode  up  to  within  fifty  or  sixty  yards  of  where  1  was  camped  ;  he 
recognized  me  at  once.  They  all  call  me  Uncle  John  in  that  country.  He 
said,  "Run  here.  Uncle  John;  you  are  all  riffbt."  I  went  to  him  as  fast  as  I 
cculd.  He  told  me  to  get  in  between  him  and  his  tioopa,  who  were  then  coming 
up  very  fast;  I  did  so;  directly  another  officer  who  knew  me — Lieutenant  Bald- 
win, in  command  of  a  battery — tried  to  assist  me  to  get  a  horse ;  hut  there  wae 
no  loose  horse  tliere  at  the  time.     He  said,  "  Oatch  hold  of  the  caisson,  and  keep 
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By  this  time  tlie  Indians  had  fled ;  had  scattered  in  every  direution.  Tlie 
troops  were  some  on  one  side  of  the  river  aad  some  oa  the  other,  following  up 
the  Indians,  We  had  been  encamped  on  the  north  side  of  the  river ;  I  followed 
along,  holding  on  the  caisson,  sometimes  running,  sometimes  walking.  Finally, 
about  a  mile  above  the  village,  the  troops  had  got  a  parcel  of  tlae  Indians 
hemmed  in  under  the  bank  of  the  river ;  as  soon  as  the  troops  overtook  them, 
they  commenced  firing  on  them;  some  troops  had  got  above  tbem,  so  that  they 
■were  completely  suiTounded.  There  were  probably  a  hundred  Indians  hemmed 
in  there,  men,  women,  and  children;,  the  mpst  of  the  men  in  the  village  escaped. 

By  the  time  I  got  up  with  the  battery  to  the  place  where  these  Indiana  were 
snrrounded  there  had  been  some  considerable  firing.  Four  or  five  soldiers  had 
been  killed,  some  with  arrows  and  some  with  bullets.  The  soldiers  continued 
firing  on  these  Indians,  who  immbered  about  a  hundred,  until  they  had  almost 
completely  destroyed  them.  I  think  I  saw  altogether  some  eeytnty  dead 
bodies  lyingtherej  the  greater  portion  women  and  childroa.  There  may  have 
been  thirty  warriors,  old  and  young ;  the  rest  were  women  and  small  children 
of  different  ages  and  sizes. 

The  ti-oops  at  that  time  were  vei-y  much  scattered.  There  were  not  over 
two  hundred  troops  in  the  main  fight,  engaged  in  killing  this  body  of  Indians 
under  the  bank.  The  balance  of  t!ie  troops  were  scattered  in  different  direc- 
tions, running  after  small  parties  of  Indians  who  were  trying  to  make  their 
escape.  I  did  not  go  to  see  how  many  they  might  have  killed  outside  of  this 
party  under  the  bank  of  the  river.  Being  still  quite  weak  from  my  last  sick- 
ness, I  returned  with  the  first  body  of  troops  that  went  back  to  the  camp. 

The  Indians  had  left  their  lodges  and  property ;  everything  they  owned.  I 
do  not  think  more  than  one-half  of  the  Indians  left  their  lodges  with  their  ai-ms, 
I  think  there  were  between  800  and  1,000  men  in  this  command  of  United 
Slates  troops.  There  was  a  part  of  three  companies  of  the  1st  Colorado,  and  the 
balance  were  what  were  called  100-days  men  of  the  3d  regiment.  I  am  notable 
to  Bay  which  party  did  the  most  execution  on  t!io  Indians,  because  it  was  very 
much  mixed  up  at  the  time. 

We  remmned  there  that  day  after  the  fight.  By  11  o'clock,  I  think,  the 
entire  namber  of  soldiers  had  returned  baeli  to  the  camp  where  Colonel  Chi- 
vington  had  returned.  On  their  return  he  ordered  the  soldiei*  to  destroy  all 
the  Indian  propei'ty  there,  which  they  did,  with  the  exception  of  what  plunder 
they  took  away  with  them,  which  was  considerable. 

Question.  How  many  Indians  were  there  tliere? 

Answer.  There  were  100  families  of  Cheyennes,  and  i-ome  six  or  eight  lodges 
of  Arapalioee. 

Question,  How  many  persons  in  all,  should  you  aay  ? 

Answer.  About  500;  we  estimate  them  at  five  to  a  lodge. 

Question.  500  men,  women,  and  children? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  reason  for  that  attack  on  the  Indiiins  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  any  exact  reason.  I  have  heard  a  great  many  rea- 
sons given.  I  have  heard  that  that  whole  Indian  war  had  been  brought  on  for 
selfish  purposes.  Colonel  Chivington  was  ranning  for  Congress  in  Colorado, 
and  there  were  other  things  of  that  kind  ;  and  last  spring  a  year  ago  he  wjis 
looking  for  an  order  to  go  to  the  front,  and  I  understand  he  had  this  Indian 
war  in  view  to  retain  himself  and  his  troops  in  that  countiy,  to  carry  out  his 
electioneering  purposes. 

Question.  In  what  way  did  this  attack  on  the  Indians  farther  tlie  pxu'pose  of 
Colonel  Chivington? 

Answer,  It  was  said — I  did  not  hear  him  say  it  myself,  but  it  was  said  that  he 
would  do  something;  he  had  this  regiment  of  three-months  men,  and  did  not 
want  them  to  go  out  without  doing  some  sei-vice.     Wow  he  had  been  told  re- 
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peatedly  by  different  persons — by  myself,  as  well  as  otliisrs — where  he  conM  find 
the  hostile  bands. 

The  same  chiefs  who  were  killed  in  this  village  of  Oheyeniies  bad  been  up 
to  see  Colonel  Cliivington  in  DetiTei-  hut  a  short  time  previouB  to  this  attack. 
He  himself  told  them  that  he  had  no  power  to  treat  with  them ;  that  he  had 
received  telegrams  from  General  Oartis  directing  him  to  fight  all  Incliana  he  met 
with  in  that  country.  Still  he  would  advise  them,  if  they  wanted  any  assist- 
ance from  the  whites,  to  go  to  their  nearest  military  post  in  their  eoimtry,  give 
up  their  arms  and  the  stolen  property,  if  they  had  any,  and  then  they  would 
receive  directions  in  what  way  to  act.  This  was  told  them  hy  Colonel  Ohiving- 
ton  and  by  Governor  Evans,  of  Colorado.  I  myself  interpreted  for  them  and 
for  the  Indians. 

Question.  Did  Coloaoi  Chiviagton  hold  any  communication  with  these  In- 
dians, or  any  of  them,  before  making  the  atta^sk  upon  them? 

Answer.  Ko,  sir,  not  then.  He  had  some  time  previously  held  a  council 
with  them  at  Denver  city.  When  we  first  recovered  the  white  prisoners  from 
the  Indiana,  we  invited  some  of  the  chiffa  to  go  to  Denver,  inasmuch  as  they 
had  sued  for  peace,  and  were  willing  to  give  up  these  white  pi-isouers.  We  prom- 
ised to  take  the  chiefs*  to  Denver,  where  they  had  an  intei-view  with  men  who 
hud  more  power  than  Major  Wynkoop  bad,  who  wn,8  the  officer  in  command  of 
the  detacliment  that  went  out  to  recover  these  white  prisoners.  Governor  Evans 
and  Colonel  Ohivington  were  in  Denver,  and  were  present  at  this  council.  They 
told  the  Indians  to  return  with  Major  Wynkoop,  and  whatever  he  agreed  on 
doing  with  them  would  be  recognized  by  them. 

I  returned  with  the  Indiaus  to  Fort  tyon.  There  we  let  them  go  out  to 
their  villages  to  bring  in  their  families,  as  they  had  been  invited  threugh  the 
proclamation  or  circular  of  the  governor  during  the  month  of  June,  1  think. 
They  were  gone  some  twelve  or  fifteen  days  from  Port  Lyon,  and  then  they  re- 
turned with  their  families.  Major  Wynkoop  had  made  thera  one  or  two  issues 
of  provisions  previous  to  the  arrival  of  Major  Anthony  there  to  ^sume  com- 
mand. Then  Major  Wynkoop,  who  is  now  in  command  at  Fort  Lyon,  was  or- 
dered to  Fort  Leavenworth  on  some  business  with  General  Cnrtis,  I  think. 

Then  Major  Anthony,  through  me,  told  the  Indiana  that  he  did  not  have  it 
in  his  power  to  issue  rations  to  tliem,  as  Major  Wynkoop  liad  done.  He  said 
that  he  had  assumed  command  at  Port  Lyon,  and  his  orders  were  positive  from 
headijuarters  to  fight  the  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Lyon,  or  at  any  other 
point  in  tlie  Tenitory  where  they  could  find  them.  He  said  that  he  had  under- 
stood tliat  they  bad  been  behaving  very  badly.  Bat  on  seeing  Major  Wynkoop 
and  others  there  at  Fort  Lyon,  he  was  bappy  to  say  that  things  were  not  as  had 
been  represented,  and  he  could  not  pursue  any  othei'  course  than  that  of  Ma- 
jor Wynkoop,  except  the  issuing  rations  to  them.  He  then  advised  them  to  go 
out  to  some  near  point,  whei'e  there  was  buffalo,  not  too  fai'  from  Fort  Lyon,  or  they 
might  meet  with  troops  from  the  Platte,  who  would  not  know  them  from  the 
hostile  bauds.  I'his  was  the  southern  hand  of  Obeyennes ;  there  is  another 
band  called  the  northern  baud.  They  bad  no  apprehensions  in  the  world  of 
any  trouble  with  the  whites  at  the  time  this  attack  was  made. 

Question.  Had  thei-e  been,  to  your  knowledge,  any  hostile  act  or  demonsti'a- 
tion  on  the  part  of  these  Indians,  or  any  of  them  1 

Answer.  Not  ia  this  band.  But  the  northern  band,  the  band  known  by  the 
name  of  Dog  soldiers  of  Cheyennes,  had  committed  many  depredations  on  the 
Platte. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  Ooionel  Chivington  knew  tlie  friendly 
chai-acter  of  these  Indians  before  be  made  the  attack  uffii  them! 

Answer.  It  is  my  opinion  that  be  did. 

Question.  On  what  is  that  opinion  based  j 

Answer.  On  this  fact,  that  he  atoppedal!  persons  from  going  on  ahead  of  him. 
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He  stopped  tbe  mail,  and  would  not  allow  any  person  to  go  on  ahead  of  him  at 
the  time  he  was  on  hia  way  from  Denver  city  to  Fort  Lyon.  He  placed  a  guard 
around  old  Colonel  Bent,  the  former  agent  there;  he  stopped  a  Mr.  Hagues 
and  many  men  who  were  on  their  way  to  Fort  Lyon.  He  took  the  fort  by  sur- 
prise, and  as  soon  as  he  got  there  he  posted  pickets  all  around  the  fort,  and 
then  left  at  8  o'clock  that  night  for  this  Indian  camp. 

Question.  Was  that  anything  more  than  the  exercise  of  ordinary  precaution 
in  following  Indians? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  he  was  told  that  there  ■were  no  Indiana  in  the  vicinity  of 
Fort  Lyon,  except  Blaek  Kettle's  band  of  Oheyeniiea  and  Left  Hand's  band  of 
Arapahoes. 

Question.  How  do  you  linow  that  ? 

Answer.  I  was  told  so. 
By  Mr.  Buekalow : 

Question.  Do  yon  know  it  of  your  own  knowledge? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  I  do. 

Question.  You  did  not  talk  with  him  about  it  before  the  attack  1 

Answer.  No,  sir. 
By  Mr.  Gooeh  : 

Question.  When  you  went  out  to  him,  you  had  no  opportunity  to  hold  inter- 
course with  him  ? 

Answer.  None  whatover;  hehad  just  commenced  his  fire  against  the  Indians. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  communication  with  him  at  any  time  while  there? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qneation.  What  was  it? 

Answer.  He  asked  me  many  questions  abont  a  son  of  mine,  who  was  killed 
there  afterwards.     He  asked  me  what  Indians  were  there,  what  chiefs ;  and  I 
told  him  as  fully  as  I  knew. 
By  Mr.  Bucltalew  : 

Question.  When  did  you  talk  with  himt 

Answer.  On  the  day  of  the  attack.  He  asked  me  many  questions  about  the 
chiefs  who  were  there,  and  if  I  could  recognize  them  if  I  saw  them.  I  told  him 
it  was  possible  I  might  recollect  the  principal  chiefs.  They  were  terribly  muti- 
lated, lying  there  in  the  water  and  sand ;  most  of  them  in  the  bed  of  the  creek, 
dead  and  dying,  making  many  sb-uggles.  They  were  so  badly  mutilated  and 
covered  with  sand  and  water  that  it  was  very  hard  for  me  to  tell  one  from  an- 
other. However,  I  recognized  some  of  them — among  them  the  chief  One  Eye, 
who  was  employed  by  our  government  at  $125  a  month  and  rations  to  remain 
in  the  village  as  a  spy.  There  was  another  called  War  Bonnet,  who  was  here 
two  years  ago  with  me.  Thi-re  was  another  by  the  name  of  Standing-in-the- 
Water,  and  I  supposed  Black  Kettle  was  among  them,  hut  it  was  not  Black 
Kettle.  There  was  one  there  of  his  size  and  dimensions  in  every  way,  but  so 
tremendously  mtitilated  that  I  was  mistaken  in  him.  I  went  out  with  Lieu- 
tenant Oolonel  Bowen,  to  see  how  many  I  could  recognize. 
By  Mr.  Gooch  i 

Question.  Did  you  tell  Colonel  Ohivington  the  character  and  disposition  of 
these  Indians  at  any  time  during  your  interviews  on  this  day? 

Answer.  Yea,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  in  reply  1 

Answer.  He  said  he  could  not  help  it;  that  his  orders  were  positive  to  attack 
the  Indians. 

Question.  From  whom  did  he  receive  these  orders  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know;  I  presume  from  General  Curtis. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you? 
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Answer.  Not  to  loj  recolJection, 

Queatiou.  Were  the  women  and  children  slanghtcred  iudiscriininately,  or  only 
ao  far  as  they  were  with  the  wan'ioi-s  t 

Answer.  ludiacrimiaately. 

Question.  "Were  there  any  acts  of  barbarity  perpetrated  there  that  came  un- 
der your  own  observation  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  the  bodies  of  those  lying  there  cut  aii  to  pieces, 
worse  mutilated  than  any  I  ever  saw  before;  the  women  eiit  all  to  piccea. 
By  Mr.  Buckalew: 

Question.  Hoiv  cutt 

Answer.  With  knives;  scalpec!;  their  brains  knocked  out;  children  two  or 
three  months  old;  all  ages  lying  there,  from  sucking  infants  up  to  warriors. 
By  Mr.  Gooch  : 

Question.  Did  you  see  it  done? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  them  fall. 

Question.  Fall  when  they  were  killed  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  see  them  when  they  were  mutilated  1 

Answer.  Yes,  air. 

Question.  By  whom  were  they  mutilated  ? 

Answer.  By  the  United  States  troops. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  it  was  done  by  the  direction  or  eon- 
sent  of  any  of  the  officers  1 

Answer.  I  do  not;  I  hardly  think  it  was. 
By  Mr,  Buckalew ; 

Question.  What  was  the  date  of  that  massacre  ? 

Answer.  Oa  the  29th  of  November  last. 

Question.  Did  you  speak  of  these  barbarities  to  Colonel  Chivington  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  had  nothing  at  all  to  aay  about  it,  because  at  that  time 
they  were  hostile  towards  me,  from  the  fact  of  my  being  there.  They  probably 
supposed  that  I  might  be  compromised  with  them  in  some  way  or  other. 

Question.  Who  called  on  you  to  designate  the  bodies  of  those  who  were  killed  ? 

Answer.  Colonel  Chivington  himself  asked  me  if  I  would  ride  out  with 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Bowen,  and  see  how  many  chiefs  or  principal  men  I  could 
recognize. 

Question.  Can  you  state  how  maay  Indians  were  killed — how  many  woraen 
and  how  many  children  ? 

Answer.  Perhaps  one-half  were  men,  and  the  balance  were  women  and  chil- 
dren. I  do  not  tiiink  that  I  saw  more  than  70  lying  dead  then,  as  far  as  I  went. 
But  I  saw  parties  of  men  scattered  in  every  direction,  pursuing  little  bands  of 
Indians. 

Question.  What  time  of  day  or  night  was  this  attack  made  ? 

Answer.  The  attack  commenced  about  sunrise,  and  lasted  uutil  between  10 
and  11  o'clock. 

Question.  How  large  a  body  of  troops  ? 

Answer.  From  800  to  1,000  men. 
By  Mr.  Gooch : 

Question.  What  amount  of  resistance  did  the  Indians  make  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  probably  there  may  have  been  about  50  or  70  warrioi'S 
who  were  aiToed  and  stood  their  ground  and  fought.  Those  that  weie  unarmed, 
got  out  of  the  way  as  they  best  could. 

Question.  How  many  of  our  troops  were  killed,  and  how  many  wounded  1 

Answer.  There  were  ten  killed  on  the  ground,  and  thirty-eight  wounded; 
four  of  the  wounded  died  at  Fort  Lyon  before  1  came  on  east. 
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QneBtion.  Were  there  any  otlier  liarLarities  or  atrocities  com  a  tt  1  tl 
oilier  than  those  you  have  mentioned,  that  you  saw? 

Answer.  Yea,  sir;  I  had  a  half-breed  son  there,  who  gave  1  m  elf  ip  He 
started  at  tho  time  the  Indians  fled;  heing  a  half-breed  he  had  but  httle  hopf 
of  being  spared,  and  seeing  them  fire  at  me,  he  ran  away  witb  the  Ind  ans  for 
tie  distance  of  about  a  mile.  During  the  fight  up  there  he  walked  bad  to 
my  camp  and  went  into  the  lodge.  It  was  surrounded  by  soldiers  at  the  time 
He  came  in  quietly  and  aat  down  ;  he  remained  there  that  day,  that  night,  and 
the  next  day  in  the  afternoon  ;  about  four  o'clock  in  the  evening,  aa  I  was  sitting 
iuaide  tlie  camp,  a  soldier  came  up  outaide  of  tlie  lodge  and  called  mo  by  name. 
I  got  up  and  went  out;  he  took  me  ly  the  arm  and  walked  towards  Colonel 
Chivington'e  camp,  which  was  about  sixty  yards  from  my  camp.  Said  he, 
"  I  am  sorry  to  tel!  you,  but  they  are  going  to  kill  your  aon  Jack."  I  knew 
the  feeling  towarda  the  whole  camp  of  Indiana,  and  that  there  was  no  nse  to 
make  any  resistance.  I  said,  "  I  can't  help  it."  I  then  walked  on  towards 
whereOolonelChivington  was  standing  by  his  camp-fire;  when  I  had  got  within 
a  few  feet  of  bim  I  heai-d  a  gun  feed,  and  saw  a  crowd  ruu  to  my  lodge,  and 
they  told  me  that  Jack  wa3  dead. 

Question.  What  action  did  Colonel  Cbiyington  take  in  regard  to  that  matter  ? 

Answer.  Major  Anthony,  wlio  ^vm  present,  told  Colonel  Ohivington  that  he 
3iad  heard  some  remarks  made,  indicating  that  they  were  desirous  of  killing 
Jack;  and  that  he  (Oolooel  Ohivington)  had  it  in  his  power  to  save  him,  and 
that  by  saving  him  he  might  make  him  a  very  useful  man,  as  he  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  Cheyenne  and  Avapalioe  countj-y,  and  he  could  be  used 
as  a  guide  or  interpreter.  Colonel  Chivington  replied  to  Major  Anthony,  as  the 
Major  himself  told  me,  that  he  had  no  orders  to  receive  and  no  advice  to  give. 
Major  Anthony  is  now  in  this  city. 

By  Mr.  Buckalew: 

Question.  Did  Chivingtoi    ay  any  t!  n^toj  jou  to  bim,  about  the  firing? 

Answer.  Kothing  directly  tl  e  -o  w  a  mb  of  officers  sitting  aronnd 
the  fire,  with  the  most  of  wh  n  I  was  acq  a  ut  d 

Qnestion.  'Was  there  any  b  o  t    n  a  t    t  Cbivington's  camp  when 

you  were  brought  there  ^ 

Answer.  None  with  me;  e  pt  1  1 1  s  ted  to  go  there  and  remain  in 
ihat  camp,  aa  I  might  he  cons  d  1  In  t  1  ing  my  life  if  I  was  away 
from  there. 

By  Mr.  Goocb : 

Question.  Were  there  any    tl      I    1  1    It  b  eeda  there  at  ihat  time  1 

Answer.  Tes,  sir;  Mr.  B  at  I  al  ti  s  th  one  employed  as  a  guide 

for  theae  troops  at  the  time  and  two  th  -s  1  ng  there  in  the  village  with  the 
Indians ;  and  a  Mr.  Gerry  had  a  s  n  tl     e 

Question.  Were  there  any  other  muiders  after  the  first  day's  massacre  t 

Answer.  There  was  none,  except  of  my  son. 

Question.  Were  there  any  other  atrocities  which  you  have  not  mentioned  1 

Answer.  None  that  I  saw  myself.  There  were  two  women  that  white  men 
had  families  by;  they  were  saved  from  the  fact  of  being  in  my  lodge  at  the 
time.  One  ran  to  my  lodge;  the  other  was  taken  prisoner  by  a  soldier  who 
knew  her  and  brought  her  to  my  lodge  for  safety.  They  both  had  children. 
There  were  some  small  children,  six  or  seven  years  old,  who  were  taken  prisoners 
near  the  camp.  I  think  there  were  three  ol  them  taken  to  Denver  with  these 
troops. 

Question.  Were  the  women  and  children  that  wei-e  kiUed,  hilled  during  the 
figlit  witli  the  Indians  1 

Ans-wer.  During  the  Sight,  or  duriug  the  time  of  the  attack. 
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Question.  Did  you  see  any  women  or  chiJilreii  killed  after  the  fi^ht  was  over  1 
Answer.  None. 

Quealioii.  Did  you  EOe  auy  Indians  killed  after  tlic  fight  was  over  1 
Answer.  No,  sir. 
By  Mr.  Buckalew : 

Question.  Were  the  wamors  and  women  and  children  all  huddled  together 
when  they  were  attacked  t 

Answer,  They  started  and  left  the  village  altogether,  in  a  body,  trying  to 
escape. 

By  Mr,  Gooch : 

Question.  Do  you  know  aiiyLhing  as  to  the  amouvit  of  property  that  those  In- 
diaua  had  there  1 

Answer.  Nothing  more  than  their  horses.  They  were  supposed  to  own  ten 
horses  and  mules  to  .1  lodge ;  that  wowld  make  about  a  thousand  head  of  horses 
and  mules  in  that  camp.     The  soldiers  drove  off  about  six  hundred  head. 

Question.  Had  they  any  money  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  that  some  of  the  soldiers  found  some  money,  but  I  did 
not  see  it.  Mr.  D.  D.  Coliey  had  some  provisions  and  goods  in  the  village  at 
the  time,  ajid  Mr.  Louderback  and  Mr.  Watson  were  employed  by  him  to  trade 
there.  I  was  to  interpret  for  them,  direct  them,  and  see  that  they  were  cared 
for  in  the  village.  They  had  traded  for  one  hundred  and  four  buffalo  robes,  one 
fine  mule,  and  two  horses.  This  was  all  taken  away  from  them.  Colonel 
Chivington  came  to  me  and  told  me  I  might  rest  assured  that  he  would  see  the 
goods  paid  for.  Hehad  confiscated  these  buffalo  robes  for  the  dead  and  wounded; 
and  there  was  also  some  sugar  and  coffee  and  tea  taken  for  the  same  purpose. 

I  would  state  that  in  his  report  Colonel  Chivington  states  that  after  this  raid 
on  Sand  creek  against  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  Indians  he  travelled  north- 
east some  eighty  miles  in  the  direction  of  some  hostile  bands  of  Sioux  Indiana. 
Now  that  is  very  incorrect,  according  to  my  knowledge  of  matters;  I  remaiaed  with 
Colonel  Chivington's  camp,  and  returned  on  his  trail  towards  JTort  Lyon  from 
the  camp  where  he  made  this  raid.  I  went  down  with  him  to  what  is  culled  the 
forks  of  the  (Sandy.  He  then  took  a  due  south  eourae  for  the  Arkansas  river, 
iind  I  went  to  Fort  Lyon  with  the  killed  and  wounded,  and  an  escort  to  take  us 
in.  Colonel  Chivington  proceeded  down  the  Arkansas  river,  and  got  within 
eleven  miles  of  another  band  of  Arapahoe  Indians,  but  did  not  succeed  in  over- 
taking them.  He  then  returned  to  Fort  Lyon,  re-equipped,  and  started  imme- 
diately for  Denver. 

Question.  Have  yon  spent  any  considerable  portion  of  your  life  with  the  In- 
dians? 

Answer.  The  most  of  it. 

Question.  How  many  years  have  yon  been  v/ith  the  Indians  ? 

Answer,  I  have  been  twenty-seven  successive  years  with  the  Cheyonnes  and 
Arapahoes.  Before  that  I  waj  in  the  country  as  a  trapper  and  hunter  in  the 
Rocky  moim tains. 

Qnestion.  For  how  long  time  have  you  acted  as  Indian  interpreter  ? 

Answer.  For  some  fifteen  or  eighteen  yeai-s. 

Question.  By  whom  have  yon  been  bo  employed  1 

Answer.  By  Major  Fitzpatrick,  Colonel  Bent,  Major  Coiley,  Colonel  J.  W. 
Whitfield,  and  a  great  deal  of  the  time  for  the  military  as  guide  and  interpreter  ? 

By  Mr.  Buckalew : 
Qnestion.  How  many  warriors  were  estimated  in  Oolo:ieJ  Chivington's  report 
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Question.  How  many  were  there  1 

Answer.  Atout  two  ImndreS  warriors ;  tliey  average  about 
lodge,  and  iliere  wore  about  one  Imiicired  lodges. 


Testimony  of  Caplaifi  S.  M.  llohhins. 

Washington,  March  14,  18C5. 

CajiLain  S.  I\I.  Roe]>!KS  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Gooch  : 

Question.  What  is  your  position  in  the  army? 

Answer.  I  am  a  eaptain  of  the  Ist  Colorado  isavalry. 

Question.  Were  you  with  Colonel  Chivington  at  the  time  of  the  attayk  on  the 
Cheyenne  Indiana,  in  November  last  1 

Answer,  I  was  not. 

Question,  Have  you  any  knowledge  relating  to  that  attack  ! 

Answer.  I  have  no  personal  knowlege  of  anything  that  transpired  at  Sand 
creek. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  in  relation  to  matters  connected  with 
that  massacre  1 

Answer.  I  know  about  the  Indian  difficulties  in  that  country,  but  nothing 
with  regard  to  that  particular  difficulty. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  about  that  campaign  ? 

Answer.  I  only  know  that  a  campaign  was  organized  against  the  Indians. 

By  Mr.  Loan  : 

Question.  What  Indiaos? 

Answer.  The  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes,  and  all  others  that  were  hostile, 
or  were  supposed  to  be  hostile. 

By  Mr.  Gooch  : 

Qnestion.  Do  you  know  under  what  orders  Colonel  Cbivington  was  acting? 

Answer.  Ho.  sir.  I  never  saw  any  orders.  I  suppose  that  he  acted  under 
^he  authonty  of  the  department  commander.  General  Curtis ;  but  I  know  nothing 
positively  about  that. 

Question.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  of  this  attack  ? 

Answer.  In  the  city  of  Denver,  Colorado. 

By  Mr.  Loan ; 

Question.  Who  was  the  district  commander  at  Denver? 

Answer.  Colonel  Chivitigton  was. 

Question.  You  were  on  his  staff? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  wliat  capacity  ?  , 

Answer.  Chief  of  cavaliy. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  these  Cheyenne  Indians  on  Sand  creek  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  they  were  hostile  or  friendly  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  a  portion  of  their  chiefs  in  the  city  of  Denver,  some  two 
months  before  this  action,  or  massacre,  or  assault  took  place.  They  came  there 
under  an  escort  furnished  by  Major  Wynkoop.  They  came  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  a  consultation  with  the  governor,  who  I  believe  is  acting  8 nperintendent 
of  Indian  affairs  there.     They  were  all  the  tribe  I  e 
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ni-iestion.  Wliat  bands  were  killed  there? 
Aciswer.  The  Cbeyeunes  and  Arapahoes  1 
Question.  What  parlieular  bands  of  tbese  Indiana  1 
Answer.  I  merely  know  from  hearsay  the  aaraes  of  tboae  chiefs. 
Question.  As  chief  of  cavalry,  on  Colonel  Chivington's  staff,  do  you  know 
anything  of  ihe  orders  (general  Curtis  sent  bim  in  regard  to  this  matter  t 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  anything  about  the  organization  of  the  force  that 
went  out  under  Colonel  Cbivington? 
Answer.  I  do. 
Question.  State  it. 

Answer.  It  was  organized  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  operating  in  that  country  gainst  the  Indians.  It  was  a  huadred-days 
regiment. 

Question.  Was  Colonel  Chivington  the  colonel  of  it  1 

Answer.  No,  sir;  Colonel  .George  H.  Sboap  was  the  colonel  of  it.  There  was 
great  diiSculty  in  fnrQisbing  the  horses  and  ordnance  stores  necessary  to  mount 
and  et[uip  the  regiment.  Two  months  of  tJieir  time  bad  expired  before  they 
were  ready  to  move.  They  moved  from  that  point  about  the  first  of  Novoni- 
bei'.  And  on  the  29th  of  November,  I  think,  this  action  was  fought,  or  this 
raasaaere  was  made,  at  Sand  creek. 

■ij  Qnestion.  At  what  time  did  Colonel  Cbiviagton  join  this  command,  and  what 
other  troops  bad  he  with  bim  t 

Answer.  He  joined  the  command  in  pe 
of  November,  and  bad  with  bim  part  of  s 
Colorado  volunteers. 

Question.  What  was  his  whole  force? 
Answer.  I  should  judge  about  700  men. 

Question.  The  regiment  of  buiidred-days  men,  and  the  battalion  of  lat  Colo- 
rado volunteers  t 

Answer.  The  whole  of  the  hundred-days  regiment  were  not  there.  They  were 
not  all  mounted. 

Qnestion.  Will  you  state  a  little  further  about  the  Indiana  that  came  into 
Denver  with  Major  Wynkoop  ?     What  was  the  object  of  their  coming  in? 

Answer.  For  some  time  previous  there  had  been  miissacres  of  whites,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Denver,  by  Indians,  as  we  supposed,  and  prisoners  were  taken. 
Some  time  in  August  or  September  Major  Wynkoop,  commanding  at  Fort 
Lyon,  received  infoi-mation  from  the  Inflians  hi  the  vicinity  of  Smoky  Hill  that 
ibey  bad  some  white  prisonora  whom  they  were  anxious  to  give  ap,  or  exchange 
for  two  Indians  that  were  with  one  of  our  companira  as  scouts.  At  all  events, 
this  communication  from  the  Indians  induced  Major  Wynkoop  to  take  1.^0  men 
and  two  or  three  pieces  of  artillery  and  go  out  there.  He  went  out  there,  and, 
as  I  understood,  when  he  came  back  he  brought  the  white  prisoners  the  Indians 
had  held,  and  a  number  of  their  principal  chiefs  came  with  bim  to  Denver — out 
of  the  district  ia  which  Major  Wynkoop  was  serving  into  the  district  of  Colo- 
rado. There  they  had  a  consultation  with  Governor  Evans,  of  Colorado, 
Colonel  Chivington,  and  otbei-  prominent  and  leading  men.  The  Indians  made 
statements,  which  I  heai-d  inteipreted  by  Mr.  Smith,  in  regard  to  their  friendly 
feelings  towards  the  whites.  Whether  their  acts  justified  tiiem  or  not  wm 
rather  an  open  question.  They  stated  their  desire  for  peace.  My  recollection 
is  that  the  governor  told  them  they  had  levied  war  against  the  United  States, 
or  what  amonnte  to  that,  and  that  soon  the  white  soldiers  would  cover  the  plains. 
He  said  that  if  they  were  friendly,  as  they  had  said,  they  must  seek  the  protection 
of  the  military  posts,  for  the  whites  could  not  discriminate  between  IndiaiM  on  the 
plains.  That  their  going  on  the  mi.itary  reservations  would  afford  the  best  evi- 
dence of  their  friendly  feelings  towards  the  whites  ;  and  ray  understanding  is 
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that  a  portion,  of  those  Intliaiia,  if  not  all  of  tliera,  sought  the  military  reserva- 
tion at  Fort  Lyon  with  that  uaderstaiidiog. 

By  Mr.  Gooch  : 

Question.  Were  they  on  that  militmy  reservation  "when  this  attack  was  made 
on  them  1 

Answer,  No,  siv.  I  suppose  it  was  foimd  inconvenient  to  have  so  many  of 
them  in  the  vicinity  of  the  poet,  on  account  of  their  natural  thieving  propensi- 
ties, ftnd  tiey  wei-e  ordered  .off  on  this  Sand  creek,  about  thirty-five  miles  from 
the  fort,  on  their  own  reservation,  where  they  could  hunt. 

Question.  They  were  where  they  had  been  directed,  by  the  military  authori- 
ties, to  go  ? 

Answer.  So  I  understand.  Major  Anthony,  who  is  hei'e,  was  .a  portion  of 
the  time  in  command  at  B'orc  Lyon,  and  he  could  tell  about  that. 

For  the  in  formation  of  the  committee,  I  should  like  to  say  a  friendly  word,- un- 
der the  circun^tances,  iu  the  Chirington  interest.  For  a  year  and  a  half  past 
there  has  been  a  state  of  war  existing  between  the  Indians  and  the  whites,  as 
far  as  the  opinion  of  the  Indians  was  concerned ;  whether  by  the  authority  of 
the  head  chiefs  or  not  we  cannot  tell.  At  ail  events,  the  interruption  of  com- 
munication oa  tht!  Arkansas  route  and  on  the  Platte  route  raised  the  price  of 
everything  consumed  hy  the  people  out  here.  And  the  people  emphatically  de- 
manded that  something  should  be  done.  The  point  I  wish  to  make  is,  that  per- 
haps Colonel  Ohivingtoa  might  have  been  forced  into  this  by  the  sentiment  of 
the  people. 

Question.  Would  the  sentiment  of  the  people  lead  a  man  to  attack  Indians 
who  were  known  to  be  friendly,  and  who  were  known  to  be  trying  to  avert 
hostilities  t 

Answer.  I  should  say  it  wouJd.  They  wanted  some  Indians  killed ;  whether 
friendly  or  not  they  did  not  stop  long  to  incjuii'e. 


T'xtimoTiy  of  Mr.  D,  D.  CoUey. 

WASHmiiTON,  March  14,  18G5. 

Mr.  II.  I).  CoLLEY  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Gooch ; 

Question.  Where  is  your  place  of  residence  % 

Answer.  At  Fort  Lyon. 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  1 

Answer.  I  have  been  trading  with  the  Indians  more  or  less  for  the  last  three 
years. 

Question.  Will  you  state  what  you  know  in  relation  to  the  attack  on  the 
Cheyenne  Indians  by  Colonel  Chivingtou,  on  the  29th  of  November  last? 

Ahswer.  I  was  in  St,  Louis  at  that  time.  But  I  was  at  Fort  Lyon  when  two 
Indians  came  in  and  told  Major  Wynkoop  that  they  had  some  white  prisoners. 
They  rode  in  and  rode  up  to  the  major's  headquarters.  Tiie  major,  as  well  as 
the  balance  of  us.  felt  like  using  them  a  iittle  rough,  for  we  were  all  feeling  a 
little  hard  towards  the  Indians.  I  went  out  and  saw  they  were  two  Indians  with 
whom  I  was  well  acquainted,  and  who  I  knew  had  been  tiying  to  keep  peace 
between  the  Indians  and  the  whites.  Just  as  I  went  up  to  them  the  major 
came  up  and  spoke  very  harsh  to  them,  and  told  them  to  get  down  off  their 
horses.  I  tuld  the  major  that  I  knew  them,  and  that  they  were  both  friendly. 
They  then  got  down  off  tlieir  horses  and  went  into  the  major's  room,  and  told 


C^.oot^lc 


MASSACRE    OF    CHEYENNE   INDIANS.  15 

hjra  that  tliej  had  some  white  priaonera,  and  that  ho  could  get  thcra  by  goiag 
after  til  em. 

The  major  took  hia  command  of  125  or  150  men,  and  was  gone  about  two 
wpelta,  aad  brought  tiie  white  prisoDers.  Some  Indiana,  I  do  not  know  how  many, 
20  or  30  of  them,  came  back  with  him,  and  went  to  Denver  with  him.  I  went 
there  also.  There  they  bad  a  council  with  Colonel  Chivington  and  Governor 
Evans,  and  promisea  were  made  to  them.  Thei'C  waa  also  a  council  held  with 
thcra  by  Major  Wjnkoop.  Major  Anthony,  after  he  took  eoinmand  at  Fort 
Lyou,  also  held  a  council  with  them.  It  waa  thought  best  to  have  them  come 
in  at  Fort  Lyon,  Major  Wynkoop  promised  them  protection  if  they  would  coma 
in,  and  they  came  in  on  the  strength  of  those  promiaeH.  1  talked  with  them 
scveraJ  times  afier  they  had  brought  their  families  in.  The  major  promised  them 
protection  until  he  could  hear  from  General  Ourtia.  Tden  if  they  proposed  to 
make  a  treaty,  all  right ;  if  not,  he  would  let  them  go  in  time  to  get  out  of  the 
country. 

Shortly  after  that.  Major  Anthony  took  command  of  l''oit  Lyon  by  order  of 
General  Curtis.  Ha  said  he  was  ordered  to  kill  these  Indiana  and  drive  them 
away.  I  told  him  what  promises  had  been  made  them.  Tiiey  were  called 
together,  and  they  told  him  that  they  considered  themselves  priaoners  of  wart 
and  that  they  would  not  fight  under  any  circumstances.  I  know  that  a  num- 
ber of  the  chiefa  present  there  had  been  laboring  over  a  year  to  keep  peace  be- 
tween the  Indians  and  whites.  They  told  Major  Anthony  that  he  could  take 
ihem  out  and  kill  them  if  he  saw  fit.  He  told  them  he  was  sent  tliere  to  fight 
Indiana.  But  he  would  aak  them  to  give  up  their  arms,  and  some  stock  thej- 
had  which  belonged  to  the  government;  and  if  they  did  so  he  would  issue  to 
them  prisoners'  rations  until  such  time  as  he  had  other  ordera.  And  they  were 
living  there  and  getting  these  rations  until  Ileft  Fort  Lyon  to  come  t,o  St.  Louia. 

Question.  Did  they  comply  with  the  terms  proposed  by  Major  Anthony  ? 

Answer.  Tea,  sic. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Colonel  Chivivigtoii  was  informed  of  this 


Answer.  I  know  that  he  waa. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  that  1 

Answer.  Because  the  Indian  agent  told  me  he  had  informed  him. 

Question.  Informed  him  before  he  made  his  attack? 

Answer.  Tea,  air.  When  he  came  down  there  to  make  the  attack  ho  was 
told  that  the  Indians  were  out  there  nnder  promise  of  protection.  They  had 
been  at  the  post  until  a  short  time  before,  when  they  had  moved  out  on  the  Big 
Sandy  at  the  rec^uest  of  Major  Anthony.  The  Sioux,  and  a  party  of  Cheyences 
called  the  Dog  soldiers,  were  at  war  with  the  whites.  And  these  Indiana  on 
the  Big  Sandy  would  come  in  occasionally  and  report  what  the  other  Indiana 
were  doing. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  induced  Ci)Ioue]  Chivington  to  attack  these 
Indians? 

Anawer,  I  do  not  know ;  I  have  my  opinion. 

Question,  Can  you  think  of  any  reason  which  induced  him  to  make  the  at- 

Answer.  I  have  thought  for  more  than  a  year  that  he  was  delermiiied  to  have 
a  war  with  these  Indians.  That  has  been  the  general  belief  of  men  in  our  part 
of  the  country,     I  was  acquaint.ed  with  all  the  chiefs  who  were  there,  and  I 

-"'  they  had  all  tried  hard  to  keep  peace  between  the  Indians  and  whites. 
I  was  viiik  a  portion  of  this  same  village  a  year  ago  last  winter,  when  the  first 
talk  of  an  outbreak  commenced.  All  the  chiefe  who  wei-o  killed  hy  Colonel 
Chivington  have  labored  aa  hard  aa  men  conld  to  keep  peace  hetween  the  whites 
und  Indians.  They  could  not  control  the  band  called  Dog  soldiers,  who  had 
undoubtedly  committed  tlopredation^j. 

•      !le 
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Question.  Do  you  know  nnylbing  else  in  uonncxiou  witli  this  iriattt'i-  tliat  is 
important,  which  you  have  not  stated  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  do. 
By  Mr.  Loan : 

Question.  What  ie  the  distinguishing  name  of  this  band  of  Indians  upon 
which  the  attack  was  made  1 

Answer.  They  were  known  as.  Black  Kettle'a  band.  Black  Kettle  was  the 
chief  of  the  whole  Cbeyenne  nation;  but  this  was  the  band  that  was  always 
with  him.     The  other  chiefs  that  were  there  were  also  with  him. 

Question.  There  must  have  been  a  chief  to  have  led  tlie  hostile  Indians  ^ 

Answer.  Tes,  sir.    But  this  hand  was  the  one  always  with  Black  Kettle. 

Question.  Abnut  what  namher  do  yon  suppose  were  killed  on  Sand  creek  ? 

Answer.  I  should  judge  there  were  between  100  and  150.  What  I  judge 
from  is  this  :  the  inspector  of  the  district  went  with  me  to  Fort  Lyon,  and  he 
went  out  to  the  battle-field.  The  bodies  were  lying  there  then.  They  spent 
hair  a  day  on  the  battle-field,  and  feund  69  bodies. 

Question.  Were  there  any  women  and  children  killed! 

Answer.  The  inspector  told  me  that  about  three-fourths  of  thera  were  women 
and  children. 


Testimony  of  Major  Scott  J.  AntJwny. 

WAS^HiNOTON,  March  14,  1865. 

Major  Scott  J.  Anthony  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Loan ; 

Question.  What  is  your  place  of  residence  ? 

Answer.  Fort  Lyon,  Colorado  Tenitory. 

Questioa.  l)o  you  hold  any  position  in  the  military  or  civil  service  of  the 
govenimeiit ! 

Answer.  None  at  present. 

Question.  Have  you  held  any  at  any  time  1 

Aaawer.  I  was  major  of  the  1st  Colorado  cavalry  from  the  1st  of  November, 
1S63,  until  the  2l3t  of  January,  1S65. 

Qnestioa,  Were  you  present  at  the  killing  of  the  Cbeyeano  Indians,  on  their 
resei've,  not  far  from  Fort  Lyon,  on  Sand  creek  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not  an  Indian  reserve.     I  was  present  at  the  time. 

Qnestion.  State  what  force  was  organized,  under  what  orders  it  acted,  under 
whose  command  it  was,  and  what  was  done. 

Answer.  The  command  reached  Fort  Lyon  on  the  morning  of  the  2Sth  of  No- 
vember last,  under  command  of  Colonel  Ohivington.  It  consisted  of  a  portion  of 
the  let  regiment  of  Colorado  cavalry,  and  about  600  men  of  the  3d  regiment  of 
Colorado  cavalry;  numbering  in  all  in  the  neighborhood  of  700  men,  with  two 
pieces  of  artillery.  I  joined  them  there  with  1^5  men  and  two  pieces  of  artillery. 
We  left  on  the  night  of  the  28  th,  for  Sand  creek,  and  reached  there  on  themorn- 
ang  of  the  29th  at  daybreak.  We  found  an  Indian  camp  of  about  130  lodges,  con- 
sisting mostly  of  Cheyemies;  there  were  a  small  band  of  Arapahoe  Indians  with 
them.  The  Indians  were  attacked  by  us,  under  command  of  Colonel  Chivington, 
about  sunrise  in  the  morning.  Detachments  from  the  command  took  position  on 
two  sides  of  their  camp.  There  had  been  a  little  firing  before  that.  When  I 
first  came  up  with  my  commafld,  the  Indians,  men,  women,  and  children,  were 
in  a  group  together,  and  there  was  firing  from  oiir  command  upon  them.  The 
Indiana  attempted  to  escape,  the  women  and  children,  and  oar  artillery  opened 
on  them  while  they  were  running.     Quito  a  party  of  Indians  took  position  under 
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the  bank,  in  tlie  beiJ  of  the  creek,  and  retitmed  fire  itpon  ua.  Wo  fought  thfim 
about  seven  hoars,  I  should  think,  there  being  firiag  on  both  sidea.  'rhe  loss  on 
our  Bide  was  49  men  killed  and  wounded ;  on  theirs  I  suppose  it  was  about  123. 

Question.  Under  what  chief  was  that  band  of  Indians  1 

Answer.  Black  Kettle,  I  think,  was  the  principal  chief.  Tbeve  were  several 
chiefs  in  the  camp,  but  Black  Kettle,  I  think,  was  the  head  chief. 

Question.  Were  there  any  warriors  in  that  camp  1 

Answer.  There  were. 

Question.  What  number,  do  you  suppose  t 

Answer.  I  would  not  be  able  to  tell  very  accurately.  There  were  a  great 
many  men  who  fought  us;  I  should  think  tbeve  were  in  the  neighborhood  of  a 
hundred  men  who  were  fighting  ns  while  we  were  there.  Perhaps  there  were 
iiiit  quite  so  maay  as  that,  bat  as  near  as  I  eonld  judge  there  were  from  75  to 
100  Ini^ians  returning  onr  fire.  I  was  in  command  at  Fort  Lyon,  and  had  held 
a  council  with  these  Indians  before ;  had  talked  with  them,  and  had  recognized 
Black  Kettle  as  their  head  chief. 

Question.  What  was  the  result  of  the  conference  you  had  with  them? 

Answer.  The  circumstances  were  about  these  :  I  was  in  command  at  Port 
Larned.  240  miles  east  of  Fort  Lyon,  which  place  the  Indians  had  attacked  in 
the  spring,  stealing  all  the  stock  at  the  post,  burning  the  bridges,  and  damaging 
the  post  considerably.  Major  Wynkoop,  who  had  been  in  command  at  Fort 
Lyon,  had  hadeome  difficulty  with  the  Indians  at  that  point.  Ho  had  proposed 
terms  of  peace  with  tbe  Indians,  which  aciion  was  not  approved  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  department  or  district. 

Qaestion.  Were  there  any  military  orders  issued  disapproving  his  arrange- 

Answer.  There  were. 

Question.  Can  you  give  the  numbers  of  these  orders,  and  by  whom  issued  1 

Answer.  I  have  copies  of  them,  I  think.  One  was  Special  Order  No.  4,  para- 
graph No.  7,  from  headquarters  of  the  district  of  Upper  Kansas,  Tiiere  were 
seiferal  orders  in  regai-d  to  the  same  matter. 

Question.  What  1  want  is  the  order  of  department  headquarters  disapproving 
of  what  Major  Wynkoop  had  done,  and  also  the  oider  of  district  headquarters. 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  I  have  those  orders  in  the  city. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  has  them  ?  ' 

Answer.  I  do  not.  General  Curtis  was  the  commander  of  the  department 
at  the  time  this  difficulty  took  place  between  Major  Wynkoop  and  the  Indians 
at  Smoky  Hill,  and  Major  General  Blunt  was  in  command  of  the  district.  I 
was  out  with  Major  General  Blunt  in  a  campaign  against  the  Indians. 

Question.  Did  yoo  ever  see  those  orders  from  the  department  headquarters 
disapproving  of  Major  Wynkoop's  action  in  regard  to  that  matter? 

Answer.  Only  so  far  an  it  related  to  his  uamilitary  conduct. 

Question.  I  mean  his  attempt  to  pacify  the  Indiana  1 

Answer.  I  have  never  seeu  those  orders;  I  have  heard  of  them. 

Question.  Now,  to  return  to  the  point  when  you  were  in  command  at  Fort 
Ljon. 

Answer.  I  took  eommaiid  there  on  the  second  day  of  November. 

Question.  Ton  say  you  held  a  conference  with  the  Indians?  State  what 
occurred. 

Answer.  At  the  time  I  took  command  at  the  post  there  was  a  band  of 
Arapahoe  Indians  encimped  about  a  mile  from  the  post,  numbering,  in  men, 
women,  and  children,  652  They  were  visiting  the  post  almost  every  day.  I 
met  them  and  had  <i  talk  with  them.  Among  them  was  Left  Hand,  who  was  a 
chief  among  tlie  Aiap  tl  oes  He  with  his  band  was  with  the  party  at  that 
tiino.  I  talked  inth  the  md  they  proposed  to  do  whatever  I  said;  whatever 
Put  VI ^ 
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I  BRid  for  them  to  do  they  ■would  do.  1  told  them  that  I  could  not  feed  them; 
that  I  could  not  give  them  anything  to  eat;  that  there  were  positive  orders  for- 
bidding that;  and  that  I  could  not  permit  them  to  come  withia  the  limits  of 
the  post.  At  the  same  time  they  might  remain  where  they  were,  and  I  would 
tieat  them  aB  prisonera  of  war  if  they  remained;  that  they  would  have  to  sur- 
render to  me  ail  their  arms  and  turn  over  to  me  all  stolen  property  they  had 
taken  from  the  government  or  citizens.  These  terms  they  accepted.  Tliey 
turned  over  to  me  some  twenty  head  of  stock,  mules,  and  horses,  and  a  few 
arms,  hut  not  a  quarter  of  the  arms  that  report  stated  they  had  in  their  poB- 
session.  The  arms  they  turned  over  to  me  were  almost  useless.  I  fed  them 
for  some  ten  days.  At  the  end  of  that  time  I  told  them  I  could  not  feed  them 
any  more ;  that  they  hetter  go  out  to  the  buifalo  country  where  they  could  kill 
game  to  subsist  upon.  I  returned  their  arms  to  tliem,  and  they  left  the  post. 
But  before  leaving  they  sent  word  out  to  the  Oheyennes  that  I  waa  not  very 
friendly  towards  them. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  that  1 

Answer.  Through  several  of  their  chiefs;  Neva,  an  Arapahoe  chief;  Left 
Hand,  of  the  Arapahoes ;  thea  Black  Kettle  and  War  Bonnet,  of  the  Cheyeuiies. 
A  delegation  of  the  Cheyennes,  numbering,  I  suppose,  fifty  or  sixty  men,  came 
in  just  before  the  Arapahoes  left  the  post.  I  met  them  outside  of  the  post  and 
talked  with  them.  ITiey  said  they  wanted  to  make  peace;  that  they  had  no 
desire  to  fight  against  ua  any  longer ;  that  there  had  been  difficulty  between  the 
whites  and  Indians  there,  and  they  had  no  desire  to  fight  any  longer.  I  told 
tiiem  I  had  no  authority  fi-om  department  headquarters  to  make  peace  with 
them;  that  I  could  not  permit  them  to  visit  the  post  and  come  within  the 
lines;  that  when  they  had  been  permitted  to  do  so  at  Fort  Lamed,  while  the 
squaws  and  children  of  the  different  tribes  that  visited  that  post  were  dancing 
in  front  of  the  officers'  quarters  and  on  the  parade  gi'ound,  the  Indians  had  made 
an  attack  on  the  post,  fired  on  the  guard,  and  run  off  the  stock,  and  1  was 
afiaid  the  same  thing  might  occur  at  Fort  Lyon.-  I  would  not  peimit  them  to 
visit  the  post  ai  all.  I  told  them  I  eonld  make  no  offers  of  peace  to  them  until 
I  heaa'd  ft-om  disti-ict  headquarters.  I  told  them,  however,  that  ihey  might  go 
out  aud  camp  on  Sand  creek,  and  remain  tliere  if  they  chose  to  do  so;  but  they 
should  not  camp  in  the  vicinity  of  the  post;  and  if  I  had  authoiity  to  make 
peace  with  them  I  would  go  out  and  let  them  know  of  it. 

In  the  mean  time  I  was  writing  to  district  headquarters  constantly,  stating  to 
them  that  there  was  a  band  of  ladjans  within  fnty  mile^  of  the  post — a  small 
band — while  a  very  large  band  was  ahont  100  miles  from  the  poet.  That  I  was 
strong  enough  with  the  foi'ce  I  had  with  me  to  fight  the  Indians  on  Sand  creek, 
but  not  strong  enough  to  fight  the  main  baud  That  I  should  try  t,o  keep  the 
Indiana  quiet  until  such  time  as  I  received  re  enfjiccments,  and  that  as  soon  aa 
re-enforcements  did  ariive  we  should  go  furdiet  and  find  the  main  party. 

But  before  the  re- enforcements  came  from  distrn,t  headquaiters.  Colonel  Chiv- 
ington  came  to  Fort  Lyon  with  his  command,  and  I  jomed  him  and  went  out  on 
that  expedition  to  Sand  creek.  I  never  made  any  offer  to  the  Indians.  It  was 
the  understanding  that  I  was  not  in  favor  of  peace  with  them.  They  so  under- 
stood me,  I  suppose;  at  least  I  intended  they  should.  In  fact,  I  often  heard  oT 
it  through  their  interpreters  that  they  did  not  suppose  we  were  friendly  towards 

Question.  What  number  of  men  did  you  have  at  Fort  Lyon  ? 

Answer.  I  had  about  280  men. 

Question.  What  was  the  number  of  Indiana  around  Fort  Lyon  at  any  one 
time  when  yon  were  talking  to  them? 

Answer-  I  do  not  diink  there  were  over  725  Indians — men,  women  and 
children — within  the  vicinity  of  the  post. 
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Question.  At  tlie  time  you  Leld  the  conference  with  the  Aiapalioes,  Left' 
Hand,  and  others,  how  many  men  Trere  present  above  the  age  of  eighteen  1 

Answer.  I  should  suppose  from  80  to  100. 

Question.  Wty  did  you  not  capture  those  Indians  at  that  time  1 

Answer.  I  might  say  I  did,  I  did  not  talie  them  because  I  had  instructions 
from  district  headquarters,  as  I  construed  them,  to  go  and  fight  them  wherever 
I  met  them.  While  they  were  there  at  the  post  I  did  intend  to  open  fiie  upon 
them,  in  accordance  with  my  instructions. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  do  it  'i 

Answer.  They  were  willing  to  accede  to  any  icqueet  I  might  make.  They 
turned  over  to  me  their  arms  and  the  pi-operty  they  had  stolen  from  tlio  govern- 
>  niQBt  and  citizens. 

Qnestion.  What  property  did  they  turn  over? 

Answer.  Fourteen  head  of  mules  and  six  head  of  horses. 

Question.  Was  it  property  purportmg  to  have  been  stolen  by  them  1 

Auswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  From  whom  ? 

Answer.  They  did  not  say.  Yet  some  of  it  was  recognized;  some  of  it  was 
branded  "U.  S."  Some  was  recognized  as  being  stock  that  belonged  to  citizens. 
It  was  generally  underatood  aftei-wards — I  did  not  know  it  at  that  time — that  the 
son  of  the  head  chief  of  the  Arapahoes,  Little  Raven.and  I  think  another,  had 
attacked  a  small  government  train  and  killed  one  man. 

Question.  What  had  Little  Eaven  to  do  with  Black  Kettle's  band  t 

Answer.  He  was  not  with  them  at  the  time;  Left  Hand  was. 

Question.  These  Indians  surrendered  to  you,  and  you  took  their  arms  from 
them? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  issue  rations  to  them  ? 

An.swer.  I  did. 

Question.  What  authority  had  you  for  returning  their  arms  to  them  and  order- 
ing tiem  off  1 

Answer.  I  had  no  orders  in  the  matter.  My  instrnctions  wcro  to  act  upon 
niy  own  judgment.  At  the  same  time  there  were  orders  issued  that  they  should 
not  be  fed  or  clothed  at  the  post. 

Question.  Who  issued  those  orders  t 

Answer.  General  Curtis. 

Question.  Were  those  orders  issued  after  you  had  received  the  arms  of  the 
Indians '! 

Answer.  Before  that. 

Question.  Then  why  did  you  receive  those  arms,  and  feed  those  Indiana  in 
violation  of  General  Ourtis's  orders  ? 

Answer.  I  received  the  arms  and  told  the  Indians  I  could  only  issue  them 
rations  as  prisoners.  I  fed  them  while  there  as  prisoners,  but  afterwards  re- 
leased them. 

Question.  That  is  what  I  want  to  get  at.  Where  did  you  get  authority  for 
releasing  the  prisoners  that  were  captured  t 

Answer.  I  had  no  written  authority  for  it. 

Question.  You  did  it  upon  your  own  judgment. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  That  was  my  instructions,  to  act  upon  my  own  judgment 
in  the  matter.  I  thought  we  could  not  afford  to  feed  them  at  the  post ;  and 
they  were  in  the  buf&do  country  where  they  could  subsist  themselves. 

Question.  If  they  were  dangerous  to  the  government,  why  did  you  release 
them? 

Answer.  I  did  not  so  consider  them  then.  They  were  most  all  women  and 
children,  this  Arapahoe  band;. 

Question,  Who  was  the  chief  of  tliat  band? 
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Answer.  Little  Raven  waa  the  chief  of  those  I  held  as  prisoners. 

Question.  Waa  Black  Kettle  with  his  hand  at  the  fort  at  any  time  you  were 
in  command  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  at  the  fort;  they  passed  hy  it. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hold  any  conference  with  them  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  At  what  place? 

Answer.  At  the  commisBary  huilding,  ahout  a  half  a  mile  from  the  fort. 

Question.  What  numbei;  of  men  were  with  Blaek  Kettle  at  that  time  1 

Answer.  I  should  think  not  far  from  sixty. 

Question.  State  what  passed  at  that  conference,  so  far  as  you  can  rememher. 

Answer.  They  came  in  and  inquired  of  me  whether  I  had  any  authority  to 
make  peace  with  them.  They  said  that  they  had  heard  through  the  Arapahoes 
that  "  things  looked  dark" — that  was  the  term  they  used— that  we  were  at  war 
with  them  ;  that  they  had  come  in  to  ascertwn  whether  these  bad  reports  they 
had  received  were  correct  or  not.  I  stated  to  them  that  I  had  no  authority  to 
make  peace  with  tbem.  That  their  young  men  were  tlien  out  in  the  field  fight- 
ing against  ua,  and  that  I  had  no  authority  and  no  ineti-uctions  to  make  any 
peace  with  them.  I  told  them  they  might  go  hack  on  Sand  creek,  or  hetween 
ihei'C  and  the  headquarters  of  the  Smoky  Hills,  and  remain  there  until  I  received 
instructions  from  the  department  hesid quarters,  from  General  Curtis ;  and  that 
in  case  I  did  receive  any  authority  to  make  peace  with  them  I  woald  go  right 
over  and  let  them  know  it.  I  did  not  state  to  them  that  I  would  give  them 
notice  iu  case  we  intended  to  attack  them.  They  went  away  with  that  under- 
standing, thatin  case  I  received  instructions  from  department  headquarters  I 
was  to  let  them  know  it.  Eut  before  I  did  receive  any  auch  instructions 
Colonel  Ohivington  arrived  there,  and  thia  affair  on  Sand  creek  took  place. 

Question.  "W  hy  did  you  not  arrest  Black  Kettle  and  his  band  there,  or  attack 
them  when  you  had  them  at  your  mercy  ? 

Answer,  I  did  not  do  it,  because  I  did  not  consider  it  a  matter  of  policy  to 

Question.  Why  not  ? 

Answer.  Because  within  100  miles  of  ns  was  a  party  of  2,500  or  3,000  In- 
diana. Black  Kettle's  band  belonged  to  the  same  tribe  of  Indians,  and  I  be- 
lieved that  so  soon  as  I  made  any  attack  upon  Black  Kettle's  party,  thia  whole 
tribe  of  Indians  would  riae  and  cut  o£f  our  communication  on  both  routes. 

Question.  How  did  you  know  that  that  party  of  3,000  Indians  were  within 
100  miles  1 

Answer.  Black  Kettle  told  me  so  himself.  Jack  Smith,  the  eon  of  the  Indian 
interpreter  there,  a  half-breed,  told  me  the  same.  One  Eye,  a  Cheyenne  chief, 
told  me  the  same.  On  two  different  occasions  One  Eye  told  me  when  small 
raiding  parties  were  going  to  start  out  from  the  main  Sioux  and  Cheyenne  camp 
to  commit  depredations  on  the  road,  and  depredations  were  committed  just  ahout 
the  time  they  said  they  would  he,  yet  too  soon  for  us  to  prevent  it.  I  was  sat- 
isfied in  my  own  mind  that  if  I  had  attacked  Black  Kettle  there,  although  I 
might  have  taken  his  entire  camp  at  any  time,  it  would  he  the  cause  of  opening 
up  a  genei'al  Indian  war,  and  I  was  not  strong  enough  to  defend  the  settlements 
in  ease  they  commenced  again. 

Question,  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  Indians  were  ali-eady  at  war  with 
the  whitea. 

Answer.  Yes,  eir.  That  is,  they  were  sending  ont  their  raiding  parties. 
Their  men  came  there  on  Smoke  Hill,  and  every  little  while  a  raiding  party 
would  make  an  attack  on  some  train  or  some  ranch,  yet  there  was  no  large 
party  at  that  pailicular  time. 

Question.  Were  there  any  other  Indians  at  Sand  creek,  except  Black  Kettle's 
band  and  the  Arapahoes  of  whom  you  have  spohenf 
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Answer.  There  were  none  but  Black  Kettle's  Land,  and,  as  I  have  since  ascer- 
tiiined,  a  few  lodges  of  Arapahoes,  imder  Left  Hand. 

Qneation.  Little  Raven's  band  waa  not  there? 

Ansivef.  No,  sir.  There  waa  but  a  small  portion  of  Black  Kettle's  band 
there.     He  was  tlie  cbief  of  all  the  Oiieyennes. 

Question.  There  waa  a  particular  hand  that  went  with  him,  of  wliich  he  was 
the  immediate  chief,  notwitb standing  he  waa  also  the  chief  of  the  whole  nation  1 

Answer.  Yea,  sir. 

Question.  And  it  waa  tlie  subordinate  chiefs  who  were  at  war  with  the 
whites. 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  Black.  Kettle  had  a  baud  which  were  always  witli  him  1 

Answer.  Tes,  air, 

Question.  Now,  what  1  want  to  know  is,  what  other  Indians  were  at  Sand 
creek  when  you  advised  Black.  Kettle  and  his  band  to  go  over  there  1 

Answer.  I  thick  there  were  only  a  very  few  Arapahoea  under  Left  Hand. 

Question.  Did  they  have  their  women  and  children  with  them  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qttestiou.  How  long  were  they  at  Sand  creek  liefore  Colonel  Oliivingtoiicanie 
along  with  his  force  ? 

Answer.  I  ahould  think  about  twelve  days. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  any  communication  from  those  Indians  on  Sand 
crock  during  those  twelve  days  f  Did  they  furnish  you  with  information  of 
any  kind? 

Answer.  I  received  some  information ;  I  do  not  know  that  it  came  from  that 
band.  I  had  employed  at  that  time,  on  a  salary  of  8125  a  month  and  a  ration. 
One  Eye,  who  was  a  chief  of  the  Oheyennes.  He  was  to  remain  in  this  Chey- 
enne camp  as  a  spy,  and  give  me  information  from  time  to  time  of  the  move- 
ments of  this  particular  band,  and  also  to  go  over  to  the  head  of  the  Smoke 
Hill  to  the  Sioux  and  Cheyenne  camp  there,  and  notify  me  whenever  any 
movement  was  made  by  those  Indians  ;  but  he  had  gone  only  as  far  as  Sand 
ci-eok  when  Colonel  Chivington  made  this  attack  on  the  Indians  at  Sand  creek, 
and  he  was  killed  there.' 

Question.  Then  you  cannot  tell  whether  you  had  any  commiinieat  o  a  du  ng 
those  twelve  days  from  the  Indians  on  Sand  creek? 

Answer,  They  would  aend  in  to  the  post  frequently.  General  C  rt  s  had 
issued  an  order  that  no  Indian  should  be  permitted  to  visit  the  post  I  1  d. 
ordered  them  away,  and  the  guard  had  fired  upou  them  when  they  lefu  ed  to 
obey  that  order — fired  upon  them  several  times.  I  told  them  they  co  Id  not 
come  ia,  and  that  if  they  had  any  commuaication  to  make  with  me  I  would 
meet  them  outside  of  the  post  and  talk  with  them.  They  sent  to  me  several 
times,  but  they  were  always  begging  parties. 

Question.  Did  they  give  yon  any  information  whatever  of  the  movements  of 
any  of  the  hostile  Indiana? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  One  Eye  did,  and  I  think  Jack  Smith  did.  He  came  in 
at  one  time  and  stated  that  a  party  of  Indiana  were  going  to  make  an  attack  on 
the  settlementa  down  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mouth  of  Walniit  creek.  I  reported 
the  matter  to  the  district  headquarters,  stating  that  there  would  ho  an  attack 
made  about  such  a  day.  The  attack  was  made  at  about  that  time,  so  that  the 
information  he  gave  was  correct. 

Question.  "Were  the  women  and  children  of  this  band  of  Black  Kettle  in 
ciimp  with  him  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  About  what  number  of  souls  were  in  that  camp  wlicn  yon  at- 
tacked it  ? 

Answer.  I  thought  at  the  time  there  were  a  thousand  or  more ;  but,  from  in- 
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formation  I  have  received  since,  I  am  satisfied  that  there  were  not  so  many  as 
tlial ;  probably  in  the  neighborhood  of  700  men,  women,  and  children. 

Question.  Did  you  send  any  word  to  Black  Kettle  that  you  intended  to 
attack  him  or  his  hand  at  any  time? 

Answer.  None,  whatever.  It  was  a  surprise,  made  without  any  notice  what- 
ever to  them. 

Question.  What  niimher  of  women  and  children  were  killed  there? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know.  I  made  a  report  to  Colonel  Ohlvington  the  next 
day,  I  made  it  partly  upon  information  I  had  received  through  the  men  who 
were  with  me,  and  partly  from  observation.  I  stated  to  him  that  there  were 
300  Indians  killed,  including  women  and  children.  I  have  ascertained  since 
that  there  were  not  so  many  killed ;  at  least  I  am  satisfied  tbat  there  were  not 
over  125  killed.  At  one  time  I  seat  out  a  scouting  party  and  told  them  to  look 
over  the  ground.  They  came  hack  and  reported  to  me  that  they  had  counted 
69  dead  bodies  there.     About  two-thirds  of  those  were  women  and  children. 

Question.  Was  your  command  a  mounted  command? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  the  remainder  of  the  Indiana  escape? 

Answer.  On  foot. 

Question.  What  kind  of  country  was  it  ? 

Answer.  Prairie  countiy,  slightly  rolling ;  grass  very  short. 

Question.  Do  you  say  that  Colonel  Ohivington's  command  of  700  mounted 
men  altowed  500  of  these  Indiana  to  escape? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  and  we  ourselves  lost  49  in  killed  and  wounded. 

Questiou.  Why  did  you  not  pursue  the  flying  Indians  and  kill  them  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  that  was  the  fault  I  found  with  Oolonci  Chivington 
at  the  time. 

Question.  Did  he  call  off  the  troops  1 

Answer,.  No,  sir.  The  Indians  took  a  position  in  the  bed  of  the  creek,  which 
was  from  300  to  500  yards  wide.  The  banks  upon  the  side  of  the  creek  weie 
two  or  three  feet  high,  in  some  places  ae  high  as  ten  feet ;  the  bed  of  the  creek 
was  of  sand,  and  perfectly  level.  The  Indian  warriors  took  their  position  r^ht 
along  the  hank,  dug  holes  in  the  sand  in  which  to  secrete  themselves,  and  fired 
upon  our  men  in  that  way.  We  fought  them  there.  While  the  women  and 
children  were  escaping,  the  men  stood  under  the  bank  and  fought  us  all  day. 

Question.  How  many  pieces  of  ai'tillery  did  you  have  ? 

Answer.  We  had  four  pieces. 

Question.  And  the  Indians  held  you  in  check  there  for  seven  hours  ? 

Answer.  I  think  fully  seven  hours,  I  was  ordered  hack  eighteen  miles  on 
the  road  before  the  firing  ceased. 

Question.  Did  you  capture  any  pi-isoners? 

Answer.  Before  I  left  I  saw  two  prisoners  in  the  Indian  lodges,  in  their 
camp,  where  our  men  were  quartered. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  those  prisoners  after  Colonel  Cbivington  re- 
turned? 

Answer.  Only  one  of  them,  dharles  Bent. 

Question.  What  became  of  the  other? 

Answer.  I  only  ascertained  from  common  report,  I  went  to  Colonel  Cbiv- 
ington and  told  him  that  Jack  Smith  was  a  man  he  might  make  very  useiiil  to 
him ;  that  he  could  be  made  a  good  guide  or  scout  for  us ;  "  but,"  said  I  to  him, 
"unless  you  give  your  men  to  understand  that  you  want  the  man  saved,  he  is 
going  to  be  killed.  He  will  he  killed  before  to-morrow  morning,  unl^s  you 
give  your  men  to  understand  that  you  don't  want  him  killed."  Colonel  Cbiv- 
ington rephed,  "  I  have  given  my  insti'uctions  ;  have  told  my  men  not  to  take 
any  prisoners.  I  have  no  further  instructions  to  give."  I  replied  to  him 
that  he   could  make   that   man    very   useful,  and    I   thought   that   perhaps 
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In;  had  better  give  the  men  to  understand  tbat  he  did  not  want  him  killed. 
Tlie  colonel  replied  again,  "  I  said  at  the  start  that  I  did  not  want  any  prisoners 
taken,  and  I  have  no  farther  instrnctions  to  give."     I  then  left  him.     I  learned 
aftci-wai-ds  that  Jack  Smith  was  killed  in  the  camp,  in  an  Indian  lodge. 
Question,  Jack  Smith  was  a  half-breed  I 

Question.  And  an  interpreter? 

Answer.  I  had  never  met  him  but  once.     He  spoke  English  and  Indian. 

Question.  Wliere  was  Jack  Smith's  father  at  that  time? 

Answer.  He  was  ia  the  Indian  camp,  trading  with  the  Indians  by  my  per- 
mission ;  and  at  the  same  time  I  had  sent  him  there  partly  as  a  spy  u))on  the 
tamp.  I  wanted  to  know  what  movementB  they  were  going  to  make.  When  I 
was  about  to  send  him  out  there  he  said  he  wasted  to  take  some  goods  out  there 
to  trade  with  the  Indiansj  and  I  gave  my  permission. 

Question.  What  property  was  captured  there? 

Answer.  Abont  700  horses,  I  should  think  ;  c[uit«  a  lai^ge  number  of  buffalo 
robes.  I  do  not  know  how  many,  though  I  think  I  saw  150  buffalo  robes.  There 
were  a  great  many  lodges,  which  wei'e  all  burned.  There  were  a  great  many 
bliiukets  ;  some  few  bows  and  arrows,  and  I  saw  some  few  guus.  However, 
outside  of  horses,  the  value  to  the  white  man  of  the  whole  would  be  very  little. 
By  Mr.  Backalew : 

Question.  Were  there  any  midest 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  tliere  were  some  mnles  ;  I  saw  a  few  mules  branded  "  U. 
&.,"  that  were  being  driven  away. 
By  Mr.  Loan  : 

Qnt^tioa.  What,  was  done  with  that  property  '( 

Answer.  I  have  never  learned  since. 

Question.  Did  you  have  possession  or  control  of  any  of  that  property  ? 

Answer.  Colonel  Ohivington  instmcted  me  to  order  my  ijuai-termaster  to  re- 
ceive the  stock,  and  feed  them  full  rations  of  com  and  hay  while  they  remained 
at  Fort  Lyon.  But  there  were  only  407  head  received  at  Fort  Lyon,  as  I  after- 
wards ascertained.  As  to  the  balance.I  received  information  that  led  me  to  believe 
that  225  head  of  the  stock  was  tnn  off  into  New  Mexico  by  a  portion  of  Ool- 
onel  Ohivjngton's  command;  60  more  driven  np  the  river  nearly  100  miles, 
were  there  met  by  an  ofScer  who  was  coming  down,  and  he  brought  thgm  back 
to  Fort  Lyon.  When  Colonel  Chivington's  command  left  Fort  Lyon  lie  took 
away  all  of  this  stock  that  was  there,  and  I  have  never  heard  of  it  since. 

Question.  Who  Ksued  the  order  to  your  quartermaster  directing  him  to  de- 
liver this  property  over  to  Colonel  Chivington  t 

Answer.  There  was  no  written  order.  A  verbal  order  was  given  me  by 
Colonel  Chivington,  which  I  turned  over  to  the  quartermaster. 

Question.  To  whom  was  that  stock  delivered  t 

Answer.  To  Colonel  Shoup. 

Question.  What  position  did  he  hold  as  an  accounting  officer  ] 

Answer.  There  was  no  qnartermaster,  I  think,  that  ever  had  it  in  chai'ge, 
with  the  exception  of  the  acting  assistant  quartermaster  at  Fort  Lyon,  who  took 
it  in  charge  for  a  few  days,  by  verbal  order  from  Colonel  Chivington,  and 
turned  it  over  again  in  the  same  manner. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  acts  of  hostility  committed  by  Black  Kettle 
or  any  of  his  band  that  were  encamped  on  9and  creek  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  except  this  :  I  was  out  with  Major  General  Blunt  in  an 
engagement  with  the  Indians  on  Pawnee  fork.  There  was  one  man  there  at 
that  time  whom  I  afterwards  recognized  as  being  of  Black  Kettle's  party,  and 
who  fonght  US  at  Pawnee  fork;  that  was  War  Bonnet.  He  was  at  Pawnee 
fork,  and  was  very  active  there.  He  apparently  bad  charge  of  a  small  baad 
of  Indians.     It  was  on  the  2fith  of  August  that  we  fought  them  thertf."^  -..-,^1.1 
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Quostioii.  How  long  liad  yoii  been  acquiuated  with  War  Bonuet  ? 

Answer.  I  had  met  him  but  twice,  with  the  exception  of  that  fight  I  hiid 
with  him  on  Pawnee  fork. 

Question.  Ton  had  met  liim  twice  previous  to  that  t 

Answer.  Sicce  that. 

Question.  Where  did  you  firat  meet  him  after  that  J 

Answer.  At  Fort  Lyon. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  then  arrest  him  and  punish  him  for  fighting  at 
Pawnee  forlt  ? 

Answer.  I  thought  if  I  did  so  it  would  enrage  the  balance  of  the  Indiana, 
vho  were  then  encamped  at  Smoke  Hiil,  and  I  was  trying  to  keep  them  quiet, 
until  such  time  as  a  snfBcient  number  of  troops  had  arrived  to  enable  us  to  go 
out  and  fight  the  whole  party. 

Question.  If  you  had  reasoa  to  think  that  Black  Kettle,  or  any  of  his  party, 
intended  to  fight  against  the  United  States,  or  the  whites,  state  what  that 

Answer.  I  had.  no  reason  to  suppose  it  further  than  my  general  knowledge  of 
the  Indian  cbai'acter.  I  have  been  there  for  upwards  of  two  years,  and  during 
that  time  it  has  been  the  constant  complaint  of  travellers  upon  the  road  that 
the  Indiana  were  annoying  their  trains,  even  when  they  did  not  profess  to  be 
at  war  at  all.  It  had  always  been  a  source  of  constant  annoyance  to  us  there. 
Trains  came  into  the  post  and  complained  that  the  Indians  were  taking  their 
property  from  them. 

Question.  How  far  from  Fort  Lyon  were  Black  Kettle  and  hia  people  en- 
camped when  you  made  the  attack  ? 

Aiiswer.  Between  30  and  40  milca. 

Question.  Why  was  not  Mr.  Smith,  the  trader,  also  killed  1 

Answer,  As  I  came  up  with  my  command,  my  men  formed  in  line  very  close 
to  the  Indian  camp ;  among  the  first  persons  I  saw  was  John  Smith.  X  had  not 
given  any  instructious  to  my  men  to  fire.  Firing  waa  going  on  on  both  aides 
of  me,  a  portjon  of  Colonel  Chivington's  com.mand  on  the  right  and  another 
portion  on  the  left  were  firing.  I  did  not  give  any  instructions  to  my  men  to 
fire.  I  saw  John  Smith,  who  appeared  to  be  frightened,  and  I  rode  out  in  front 
of  my  men  and  called  out  to  him  to  come  to  me.  I  held  up  my  hands,  called  him 
by  name,  and  swung  uxy  hat  at  him.  He  started  towards  me,  and  aa  he  started, 
I  supposed  he  imagined  some  one  was  firing  at  him.  Whether  they  were  or  not  I 
do  not  know ;  I  did  not  see  any  shots  fired  at  him.  I  am  sure  no  man  of  mine 
fired.  At  that  lime  all  tlie  command,  with  the  exception  of  my  men,  were  firing. 
As  I  was  calling  out  to  him  to  come  to  me,  he  turned  and  started  to  run  the 
other  way.  Just  at  that  time  one  of  my  men  lode  out  and  said,  "  Major,  let 
me  bring  him  out."  The  man  rode  past  me,  and  aa  he  rode  around  Smith,  to 
take  hold  of  him  and  lead  him  out  of  the  Indian  camp,  he  was  shot;  at  least 
I  thought  ao  from  his  motiona  in  the  aaddle.  He  passed  on  by  again,  and  hla 
hoi'se  waa  shot  down.  After  hia  horse  waa  shot  down  he  attempted  to  get  up, 
and  some  Indian  ran  up  to  him,  snatched  hie  gnn  from  him,  and  be^t  Iiim  over 
the  head  and  killed  him.  That  waa  the  firat  man  of  our  command  I  saw  killed. 
The  Indians  at  that  time  commenced  firing  upon  me,  and  then  my  men  com- 
menced firing. 

By  Mr.  Buckalew : 
Question.  What  became  of  Smith  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  what  became  of  him ;  I  did  not  sec  him  for  tbree  or 
four  houKi  afterwards.     Xlie  next  I  saw  of  him  he  was  coming  down  the  bjuik 
of  the  river,  with  some  of  our  soldiers. 
By  Mr.  Loan: 
Question.  What  became  of  the  buffalo  robe.?  that  were  taken  there  J 
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Aaswpr.  I  do  not  know.  I  had  soma  buffalo  robes,  my  own  bedding,  which 
went  al;  the  same  time,  and  we  have  never  been  able  to  ascertain  what  became  of 
them.  I  went  to  Oolonel  Ohivington  and  reported  to  him  that  John  Smith  had 
]ost  all  his  tuffalo  robes;  I  wanted  them  recovered.  He  eaid  to  me,  "  You  go  to 
John  Smith  and  tell  him  tbat  he  need  have  no  fear  at  all  about  the  mattei';  I 
will  give  an  order  couflscating  that  property  for  the  use  of  tbe  hospital. "  I 
afterwards  ascertained  that  I  had  lost  all  my  own  bedding  and  buffalo  robes, 
and  also  provision  for  ten  men  for  thirty  days,  that  I  had  taken  out  tbere.  The 
colonel  said,  ''Well,  we  will  give  you  an  order  confiscating  that  for  the  nae  of  the 
hospital,  and  you  can  be  reimbursed;  you  shall  not  lose  a  cent. "  However, 
the  order  never  was  issued,  confiscating  the  property. 

Question.  Do  you  know  by  what  authority  the  iiSS  head  of  stock  were  taken 
off  to  New  Mexico  1 

Answer.  I  do  not.  Captain  Oook  told  me  he  knew  how  many  men  there 
were,  and  he  knew  who  had  them  in  chaise;  but  he  never  gave  me  the  names. 

This  is  theway  in  which  we  have  been  situated  out  there.  I  have  been  in  com- 
mand of  a  body  of  troops  at  E'ortLai'ned  or  Fort  Lyon  for  upwards  of  two  years. 
About  two  years  ago  in  September  the  Indians  were  professing  to  be  perfectly 
frieadly.  These  were  the  Cheyennes,  the  Camanches,  the  Apaches,  the  Arapa- 
hoes,  the  Kiowas.  encamped  at  different  points  on  the  Arkansas  river  between 
Fort  Lamed  and  Fort  Lyon.  Trains  were  going  up  to  Fort  Lyon  frequently, 
and  scarcely  a  train  came  in  but  had  some  complaint  to  make  about  the  Indians. 
I  recollect  that  one  particular  day  three  trains  came  in  to  the  post  and  reported 
to  me  tbat  the  Indians  had  robbed  them  of  their  provisions.  We  at  the  post 
had  to  issue  provisions  to  them  constantly.  Trains  that  were  carrying  govern- 
ment freight  to  New  Mexico  would  stop  there  and  get  their  supplies  replenished 
on  account  of  the  Indians  having  taken  theirs  on  the  road. 

At  one  time  I  took  two  pieces  of  artillery  and  I25men,acdwentdowntomeet 
the  Indians.  As  soon  as  I  got  there  they  were  apparently  friendly.  A  Kio- 
wa chief  perhaps  would  say  to  me  that  his  men  were  perfectly  friendly,  and 
felt  all  right  towards  the  whites,  but  the  Arapahoes  were  very  bad  Indians. 
Cfo  to  the  Arapahoe  camp,  they  would  perhaps  charge  eveiything  upon  the  Ca- 
manches, while  the  Camanches  would  chaise  it  upon  the  Cheyennes  ;  yet  each 
band  there  was  professing  friendship  towards  us. 

These  troubles  have  been  going  on  for  some  time,  until  the  settlers  in  that 
part  of  the  country,  and  all  through  western  Kansas  and  Colorado  do  not  think 
they  can  hear  it.  When  these  troubles  commenced  upwards  of  a  year  ago  I 
received  information  that  led  me  to  believe  that  the  Indians  were  going  to  make  a 
general  war  this  last  spring.  Isupposedsoat  the  time.  They  were  endeavoring 
by  every  means  to  purohasearmsandammnnition.  They  wouldofferthebest  horse 
they  had  for  a  revolver,  or  a  musket,  or  a  little  ammunition. 

This  last  spring  it  seemed  to  have  commenced;  I  do  not  know  how.  I  know, 
however,  that  at  the  different  posts  they  were  professing  friendship.  They  were 
encamped  in  pretty  large  numbers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  posts,  and  while  their 
women  and  children  were  dancing  right  alongside  the  officers'  quarters,  the 
Indians  secreted  themselves  in  a  ravine  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  post,  and  at 
a  signal  jumped  out  and  run  off  the  stock,  firing  at  the  guards;  at  the  same  time 
the  women  and  children  jumped  on  their  ponies,  and  away  they  went.  They 
burned  down  the  bridges,  and  almost  held  the  post  under  their  control  for  three 
or  four  days.  About  the  same  time  they  commenced  depredations  on  the  road. 
The*  mails  could  not  pass  without  a  pi-etty  large  escort.  At  least,  whenever  we 
sent  them  without  aa  escort  the  Indians  attacked  them,  and  the  people  consid- 
ered it  very  unsafe  to  travel  the  roads. 

When  the  Indians  took  their  prisoners  (in  fact,  however,  they  generally  took 
no  prisoneis)  near  Simmering  spring,  they  killed  ten  men.  1  was  told  by 
Gnptain  Davis,  of  the  California  volunteers,  that  the  Indiana  cut  off  the  heads 
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of  the  men  after  they  had  scalped  them,  and  piled  them  in  a  pHe 
and  danced  around  them,  and  kicked  their  bodies  aionnd  over  the  ground,  &c. 
It  is  the  general  impression  among  the  people  of  that  country  that  the  only  way 
to  fight  Indians  ia  to  fight  them,  as  they  fight  ua  ;  if  they  scalp  and  mutilate  the 
bodies  we  must  do  the  same. 

I  recollect  one  occasion,  when  I  had  a  fight  on  Pawnee  fork  with  the  In- 
dians there,  I  had  fifty-nine  men  with  me,  and  the  Indians  numbered  several 
hundred.  I  was  retreating,  and  they  had  followed  me  then  about  five  miles, 
I  had  eleven  men  of  my  party  shot  at  that  time,  I  had  with  my  party  then  a 
few  Delaware  Indians,  and  one  Captain  Fall-Leaf,  of  the  Delaware  tribe,  had 
hia  horse  shot;  we  had  to  stop  every  few  minutes,  dismount  and  fire  upon  the 
Indiana  to  keep  them  off.  They  formed  a  circle  right  around  us.  Finally  we 
shot  down  one  Indian  very  close  to  us.  I  saw  Fall-Leaf  make  a  movement  as 
though  he  wanted  to  scalp  the  Indian.  I  asked  him  if  he  wanted  that  Indian's 
Bcalp,  and  he  said  he  did.  We  kept  up  a  fire  to  keep  the  Indians  off,  while  he 
went  down  and  took  off  his  scalp,  and  gave  his  Delaware  war-whoop.  That 
seemed  to  atiike  more  terror  into  those  Indians  than  anything  elae  we  had  done 
that  day.  And  I  do  think,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  that  one  thing,  we  should 
have  lost  a  great  many  more  of  my  men.  I  think  it  struck  a  terror  to  them,  ao 
that  they  kept  away  from  ua. 

It  is  the  general  impression  of  the  people  of  that  country  that  the  only  way 
to  fight  them  ia  to  fight  aa  they  fight;  kill  their  women  and  children  and  kill 
them.     At  the  same  time,  of  course,  we  consider  it  a  barbarous  practice. 
Question.  Did  the  troops  mutilate  the  Indians  killed  at  Sand  creeks 
Answer.  They  did  in  some  instances  that  I  know  of;  bat  I  saw  nothing 
to  the  extent  I  have    'n     h      1   tated. 
Question.  State  wta  y  u   aw 

Answer.  I  saw  on  man  1  ra  u  t  from  Lis  horse;  he  was  standing  by  the 
side  of  Colonel  Ohivi  n  Th  was  a  dead  squaw  there  who  had  apparently 
been  killed  some  lit  1      m    b  f  The  man  got  down  ofi'  his  horse,  took  hold 

of  the  squaw,  took  u  h  kn  f  a  d  tried  to  cat  off  her  scalp.  I  thought  the 
squaw  had  been  scalp  lb  a    pot  on  the  side  of  the  head  had  evidently 

been  cut  off  before  with  a  knife;  it  might  possibly  have  been  done  by  agi-ape-shot, 
or  something  of  that  kind.  I  saw  a  great  many  Indiana  and  squaws  that  had 
been  scalped ;  I  do  not  know  how  many,  but  several.  There  have  been  different 
reports  about  these  matters.  I  heard  a  report  some  twenty  days  after  the 
fight — I  saw  a  notice  in  Colonel  Chivington's  report — that  a  scalp  three  days 
old,  a  white  woman's  scalp,  was  found  in  the  Cheyenne  camp.  I  did  not  hear 
anything  about  that  until  after  Colonel  Chivington  had  reached  Denver.  1  waa 
with  him  for  ten  days  after  the  fight,  and  never  heard  a  word  about  a  white 
■woman's  scalp  being  found  in  the  camp  untU  afterwards. 

On  the  other  hand,  on  the  day  I  left  Fort  Lyon  to  come  east,  on  the  30th  of 
January,  I  saw  an  official  report  from  Major  Wynkoop,  together  with  affidavits 
from  different  men;  among^them  was  one  man  who  was  my  adjutaot  at  that 
time;  he  speaks  in  his  affidavit  about  the  bodies  of  the  Indians  having  been  so 
badly  mutilated,  their  privates  cut  off,  and  all  that  kind  of  thing.  I  never  saw 
anything  of  that ;  and  I  never  heard  it  until  I  saw  it  in  those  affidavits  at  Fort 
Lyon,  two  months  after  the  fight.  Yet  it  was  a  matter  of  daily  conversation 
between  us  at  the  posts.  I,  however,  did  myself  aee  some  bodies  on  the  ground 
that  were  mutilated. 

Question.  Anything  further  than  yon  have  stat«d1 

Answer,  Ho,  sir.     I  saw  what  convinced  me  that,  in  attempting  to  escape 

with  two  children,  one  squaw  had  been  mortally  wounded,  and  had  drawn  her 

e,  gathered  her  two  children  near  her,  and  cut  both  of  their  throats.     That 

not  done  by  our  men.     I  did  not  see  any  one  mutilating  any  Indian,  with 
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tLe  exception  of  tKe  one  man  I  have  spoken  of,  while  Colonel  Chivingtoii  was 
standing  by  the  side  of  him. 

I  saw  0)16  instance,  however.  There  waa  one  little  child,  probably  throe 
years  old,  just  big  enough  to  walk  through  the  sand.  The  Indiana  had  gone 
ahead,  and  this  little  child  was  behind  following  after  them.  The  little  fellow 
was  perfectly  naked,  tiuvelling  on  the  sand.  I  saw  one  man  get  off  his  horse, 
at  a  distance  of  about  seventy-five  yards,  and  draw  wp  his  rifle  and  fire — he 
Kiiaaed  the  child.  Another  man  came  up  and  said,  "Let  me  try  the  son  of  a 
bitch;  I  can  hit  him."  He  got  down  off  his  horse,  kneeled  down  and  fired  at 
the  little  chOd,  hut  he  miaaed  him.  A  third  man  came  up  and  miide  a  similar 
li'iaark,  and  fired,  and  the  little  fellow  dropped. 
By  Mr.  Buckalew: 

Question.  Those  were  men  of  your  commands 

Answer.  Of  Colonel  Chivington's  command. 
By  Mr.  Loan : 

Question.  Had  the  officers  control  of  their  men  at  that  time? 

Answer.  There  did  not  aeem  to  be  any  control. 

Question.  Could  the  officers  have  controlled  their  men,  or  were  the  men  act- 
ing in  defiance  of  the  orders  of  their  officers  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  any  orders  given  but  what  were  obeyed.     Aa  a  geu- 
eral  thing  the  officers  and  men  were  doing  just  what  they  aaw  fit  to  do. 
By  Mr.  Gooch : 

Q.Tiestiou.  Did  yon  communicate  to  Colonel  Ohivington,  when  he  came  to 
I'ort  Lyon,  the  relatioaa  yoa  had  had  with  those  Indians  1 

Answer.  Tea,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you,  under  tbe  circnmstances,  approve  of  this  attack  upon 
those  Indians? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  you  not  feel  that  you  were  bound  in  good  fiiith  not  to  attack 
those  Indiana  after  they  had  surrendered  to  you,  and  after  they  had  taken  up  a 
position  which  you  yourself  had  indicated? 

Answer.  I  did  not  conaider  that  they  had  suiTendered  to  me  ;  I  never  would 
consent  that  they  should  surrender  to  me.  My  instructions  were  such  that  I 
felt  in  duty  bound  to  fight  them  wherever  I  found  them;  provided  I  considered 
it  good  policy  to  do  ao.  I  did  not  conaider  it  good  policy  to  attack  this  paity 
of  Indians  on  Sand  creek  unless  I  was  strong  enough  to  go  on  and  fight  the 
main  band  at  the  Smoke  Hills,  some  seventy  miles  further.  If  I  had  had  that 
force  I  should  have  gone  out  and  fought  this  band  on  Sand  creek. 

Question.  The  Arapahoes  had  surrendered  to  you? 

Answer.  I  considered  them  differently  from  the  Cheyennes. 

Question.  They  were  with  the  Cheyennea,  or  a  part  of  them  were? 

Answer.  I  understood  aftei-waj-ds  that  Bom.e  six  or  eight  or  ten  lodges  of  the 
Arapahoes  were  there. 

Question.  Did  you  not  know  at  the  time  you  made  this  attack  that  those 
Arapahoes  were  there  with  the  Cheyennes  t 

Answer.  I  did  not.  A  part  of  the  Cheyennes  had  left ;  a  part  of  them  said 
they  did  not  believe  we  at  the  post  felt  friendly  towai-da  them ;  aud  X  have  since 
learned  that  a  part  of  them  had  left. 

Question,  These  very  Indians  had  come  in  and  held  communication  with 
you,  and  had  taken  up  the  position  you  had  directed  them  to  take? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  told  them  they  should  not  i-emain  on  the  road,  but  they 
might  go  back  on  Sand  ei-eek,  or  some  place  where  they  could  kill  game. 
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Question.  You  advised  tliem  to  go  tlitre  1 

Answer,  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Did  yoa  not  suppose  that  they  underatnod  from  you  that  if  they 
went  there  and  behaved  themselves  they  would  not  be  attacked  by  you  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  thought  so.  I  think  they  were  afraid  I  was 
going  to  attack  them.  I  judge  so  from  words  that  came  to  me  hke  tliis  :  "  That 
they  did  not  like  that  red-eyed  chief;  that  they  believed  he  wanted  to  fight 

Question.  Ton  say  you  did  not  approve  of  the  attach  upon  them  hy  Colonel 
Chivington.  Did  you  remonstrate  witln  Colonel  Chivington  against  making  that 
attack  f 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  You  felt  that  you  ought  not  to  make  the  attack  under  thu  cii'cum-- 
stances  t 

Answer.  I  did,  I  made  a  great  many  harsh  remarks  in  regard  to  it.  At  the 
same  time  I  did  not  ao  much  object  to  the  killing  of  the  Indians,  aa  a  matter 
of  principle — merely  as  a  matter  of  policy.  I  considered  it  a  very  bad  policy, 
as  it  would  open  up  the  war  in  that  whole  country  agaia,  which  was  quiet  for 
the  time.  I  am  very  well  satisfied  the  Indians  intended  a  general  outbreak  as 
soon  as  the  weather  would  permit. 

Question.  You  think  the  attack  made  upon  those  Indians  there,  in  addition  to 
the  other  characteristics  which  it  posaesses,  was  impolitic  ? 

Answer.  I  do.veiymuehso.  I  think  it  was  the  occasion  of  what  has  occurred 
on  the  Platte  since  that  time.  I  have  bo  stated  in  my  report  to  the  headquarters 
of  the  district  and  of  the  department.  I  stated  before  Colonel  Chivington  arrived 
there  that  the  Indians  were  encamped  at  this  point ;  that  I  had  a  force  with  me 
snfiiciently  strong  to  go  out  and  fight  them  ;  but  I  did  not  think  it  policy  to  do 
so,  for  I  was  not  strong  enongh  to  fight  the  main  band.  If  I  fought  tliis  band, 
the  main  band  would  immediately  strike  the  settlements.  But  so  soon  as  the 
party  should  be  strong  enough  to  fight  the  main  band,  I  should  be  in  favor  of 
making  the  war  general  against  the  Indians.  I  stated  to  them  also  that  I  did 
not  believe  we  could  fight  one  hand  without  fighting  them  all;  that  in  case  we 
fought  one  party  of  Indians  and  whipped  them,  those  that  escaped  would  go 
into  another  band  that  was  apparently  friendly,  and  that  band  would  secrete 
those  who  had  been  committing  depredations  before.  As  it  was  with  Little 
Haven's  band ;  his  own  sons  attacked  a  train  a  short  distance  above  Fort  Lyon, 
kQled  one  soldier,  took  a  government  wagon  and  males,  some  horses,  and  took 
some  women  prisoners.  One  woman  they  afterwards  outraged,  and  she  bang 
herseli';  the  other  one,  I  think,  they  still  hold.  Some  of  the  Indians  have 
.  married  her,  as  they  call  it,  and  she  is  still  held  in  their  camp,  aa  I  have  nnder- 
Btood  ;  not  now  in  the  camp  of  those  who  toolc  her  prisoner,  but  she  has  been 
sold  to  the  Sioux  and  Cheyennes.  The  instruetioas  we  constantly  received 
from  tlie  headquartere,  both  of  the  district  and  the  department,  were  that  we 
should  show  as  little  mercy  to  the  Indians  as  possible. 
By  Mr.  Loan : 

Question.  Could  you  furnish  us  copies  of  those  instructions  ? 

Answer.  I  have  in  the  city  some  private  letters,  and  I  think  I  have  also 
some  confidential  communications,  that  go  to  show  something  of  that  nature. 

Question.  I  should  be  glad  to  have  copies  of  some  of  them. 

Answer.  I  think  I  have  some  of  them.  I  have  copies  of  some  letters  I  wrote 
to  department  and  district  headquarters.  My  reports  were  always  approved  ; 
they  sent  back  word  every  time  that  my  reports  were  approved.  I  stated  that 
I  would  hold  on  to  those  Indiana ;  let  them  remain  dormant  until  such  time  as 
troops  enough  arrived  to  fight  the  main  band.  They  always  approved  my 
action  in  tha  matter.  When  Colonel  Chivington  arrived  there  witli  his  c 
mand,  I  immediately  reported  to  headijuai-ters  that  he  had  a 
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Question.  Who  was  the  district  commander  ? 

Answer.  Major  Henning. 

Question.  How  did  a  major  command  a  colonel  ? 

Answer.  Colonel  Chivington  was  in  entirely  another  district.  The  district  I 
was  in  was  in  upper  Arkansas,  and  was  commanded  by  Major  Henning.  Oolonel 
Chivicgton  commanded  tlie  district  of  Colorado. 

Question.  Then  Fort  Lyon  waa  not  in  Colonel  Chivington's  district? 

Answer.  No.  sir. 

Question.  By  what  authority  did  you  act  in  concert  with  Colonel  ChiTington  t 

Answer.  By  the  authority  of  the  instructions  I  had  received  from  my  own 
district  commander,  that  I  should  fight  the  Indians  wherever  I  met  them.  Whea 
Colonel  Chivingtoa  came  down  I  talked  with  him;  he  told  me  where  he  was 
going,  and  asked  me  if  I  wanted  to  go  with  him.  I  told  him  if  be  was  going 
to  make  a  general  war  with  the  Indians  I  did.  He  gave  me  to  understand  that 
he  was  going  to  make  it  general. 

Question,  Can  you  furnish  us  a  copy  of  those  instnictions  that  authorized  you 
to  go  under  Colonel  Chivington  when  be  was  out  of  his  disti-ict  1 

Answer.  I  had  no  instructions  to  go  under  him  at  all.  I  have,  however,  some 
papers  to  show  the  feeling  in  regai-d  to  the  district.  I  told  Colonel  Chivington, 
several  times  on  that  mai'ch  to  Sand  creek,  that  One  Eye  was  there,  employed 
by  roe ;  that  Black  Kettle  was  there,  and  that  I  considered  Black  Kettle  friendly 
towards  US ;  that  Left  Hand  was  there ;  that,  probably,  John  Smith  was  there 
by  my  permission  ;  that  there  was  a  soldier  there  with  Smith  whom  I  had.  sent 
olf  as  a  sort  of  spy,  too ;  and  that  1  wanted,  if  he  did  fight  those  Indiana,  by  all 
means  to  save  those  parties ;  that  if  he  did  light  them  he  should  give  notice 
beforehand  in  order  to  get  them  out.  I  advised  him  to  surround  this  camp,  and 
not  let  one  escape,  and  then  push  right  forward  and  fight  the  main  band ;  tliat 
lie  was  strong  enough  for  them.  I  believed  at  the  time  that  if  we  should  attack 
the  main  band,  it  would  put  an  end  to  all  our  Indian  troubles  there.  And  I 
supposed  he  was  going  to  do  it;  that  was  the  underetanding  at  the  time  we  left 
Fori  Lyon,  I  took  twenty-three  days'  rations  for  my  men,  with  the  under- 
standing that  we  were  to  be  gone  at  least  that  length  of  timo. 


Testimony  of  Major  B.  G.  Colhy. 

■Washington,  Marah  li,  1865. 

Major  S.  G.  CoLLEY  swom  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Loan : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside? 

Answer.  At  Fort  Lynn. 

Question.  Do  you  bold  any  official  position,  civil  or  military  1 

Answer.  I  ara  an  Indian  agent. 

Question.  Will  you  state  what  you  know  of  the  Indians  out  there,  their  dis- 
position towards  the  whites,  &c,,  and  what  you  know  about  the  massacre  at 
Sand  creek  1 

Answer.  I  was  not  present  at  that  fight. 

Question.  How  long  have  yon  been  agent  for  those  Indians  ? 

Answer.  My  appointment  was  in  July,  1861. 

Question.  Were  yon  intimately  acquainted  with  the  character  and  conduct  of 
Black  Kettle  and  Lis  band  of  Indians  t 

Answer.  I  think  I  was. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  about  Left  Hand's  band  of  the  Arapaboes? 
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Answer.  I  know  nothing  bad  about  them.  I  have  been  with  them  liiindreda 
of  times. 

Question.  What  has  been  their  general  character  for  peace  and  good  conduct 
towards  the  whites  1  Have  they  been  guilty  of  any  acts  of  hostility,  theft,  or 
anything  of  the  kind  1 

Answer.  Nearly  a  year  ago  I  heard  of  some  troahles  on  the  Platte  witli  some 
Cheyenne  Indians.  When  the  treaty  was  made  with  those  Indiana  in  1860, 
before  I  went  out  there,  there  was  claimed  to  be  two  bands  of  Cheyennes  and 
Arapahoefl ;  the  one  of  the  North  Platte,  and  the  one  of  the  South  Platte. 
This  North  Platte  band  was  aot  a  party  to  that  treaty,  and  were  dissatisfied 
with  it.  There  was  an  effort  made  to  get  those  Indians  to  join  the  southern 
band,  as  it  was  called,  but  the  effort  was  never  successful.  The  governor,  my- 
self, and  another  man  met  the  northern  Indians  to  see  if  we  could  not  get  them 
to  unite  with  the  aonthem  Indians,  and  all  go  on  a  reservation.  But  we  failed 
in  that.  Early  in  the  spring  of  last  year  I  understood  from  Denver,  perhaps 
from  Governor  Evans  himself,  that  there  had  been  a  collision  between  the  sol- 
diers and  Indians.  I  did  not  know  what  effect  it  would  have  upon  our  Indians 
below.  I  immediately  went  out  and  found  all  the  Indiana  I  could,  and  commu- 
nicated with  them,  and  told  them  there  had  been  trouble  on  the  Platte,  and 
asked  them  if  they  knew  anything  about  it.  They  said  they  had  heard  of  it, 
but  supposed  it  was  some  of  the  Dog  Soldiers  over  there,  as  this  northern  hand 
is  called.  They  said  they  themselves  did  not  want  to  have  any  trouble,  but  if 
the  soldiers  followed  them  up  they  supposed  they  would  have  to  fight.  I  told 
them  I  wished  they  would  come  in  on  the  Arkansas  as  close  as  they  could  and 
stay  there,  and  be  out  of  trouble.  Previous  to  this,  for  two  years,  we  have  been 
satisfied  that  there  was  an  effort  being  made  by  the  Sionx  Indians  to  indnce 
these  Indians  lo  join  them  and  make  war  upon  the  whites.  We  have  labored 
for  two  years  to  keep  it  down.  The  Sioux  Indiana,  many  of  them  from  Min- 
nesota, are  there  in  that  country,  and  have  been  endeavoring  to  unite  these 
Indians  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  general  war  npon  the  whites.  These 
Indians  said  the  Sioux  had  been  there  with  the  war-pipe,  but  they  did  not 
mean  to  go  to  war  with  the  whites. 

There  were  a  great  many  depredations  committed  below  onr  place,  at  Lamed, 
by  some  Indians.  It  was  sometimes  reported  that  all  the  bands  were  engaged 
in  them;  then  it  was  reported  that  they  were  committed  by  the  Sionx.  It  was 
impossible  to  ascertain  what  Indians  were  engaged.  But  so  far  as  I  met 
the  Cheyennes  and  the  Arapahoes  on  the  Arkansas,  they  disclaimed  it,  and 
pretended  to  be  fiiendly. 

In  June  last  I  received  a  circular  from  Governor  Evans,  requesting  me  to 
invite  any  of  the  Indians  tliat  had  not  been  at  war  with  the  whites  to  Fort 
Lyon;  the  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes  of  the  Norlh  Platte  to  Fort  Collins  ;  the 
Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes  of  tbe  Arkansas  at  Fort  Lyon;  the  Kiowaa  and 
Oamanches  at  Lai^ied,  and  tell  them  if  they  would  come  in  and  behave  them- 
selves, they  should  be  fed  and  cared  for.  I  immediately  sent  Mr.  Smith,  Jack 
Smith,  who  was  killed,  and  Colonel  Bent,  to  all  tliese  Indians  to  carry  them  this 
information.  During  this  time  occurred  this  trouble  at  Fort  Lamed,  by  the 
Kiowaa  running  off  the  stock.  Orders  were  then  issued  that  no  Indians  should 
come  to  that  post,  as  I  understood  it.  After  One  Eye  had  come  back  and  said 
he  had  seen  Black  Kettle,  who  said  he  would  bring  in  his  Indians,  I  sent  him 
out  again  to  see  what  was  going  on. 

During  this  time  orders  were  issued,  I  understood  from  General  Curtis,  that 
no  Indians  should  visit  a  military  post;  hut  it  was  a  long  while  before  One  Eye 
got  in;  he  did  not  get  in  until  the  4th  day  of  September,  and  he  got  in  then  by 
accident.  If  he  had  been  met  by  a  soldier  he  would  have  been  shot;  hut  he 
happened  to  meet  some  other  soldiers,  who  took  him  prisoner  and  brought  him 
in  then.     Major  Wynltoop  took  him  and  kept  him  in  the  guard-house  that  day. 
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He  tolil  113  that  t!iere  were  some  white  pi-isonera  with  the  Cheyennea  whom 
they  had  brought,  and  whom  they  were  willing  to  deliver  up,  if  wy  would  go 
out  for  them.  Major  Wynkoop  went  out  with  one  hundred  men,  had  a  conver- 
safion  with  the  Indiana,  and  brought  in  four  prisoners,  one  girl  and  three 
children. 

Black  Kettle  and  his  principal  men,  some  twenty  or  thirty  of  them,  came  in 
with  Major  Wynkoop,  and  went  to  Denver  aad  had  a  conference  with  Governor 
Evana.  The  governor  declined  to  make  any  peace  with  them,  hut  turned  them 
over  to  the  military.  Black  Kettle  went  out  and  hrougtt  in  quite  a  number  of 
lodgea,  and  the  yonng  men  came  in  to  tlie  post. 

Before  this  time,  General  Ourtis,  thi'ough  repreaentations  from  some  quarter, 
was  apparently  led  to  believe  that  the  Indians  were  behaving  very  badly  at 
Tort  Lyon;  and  Major  Wynkoop  was  relieved  of  hia  command  by  Major 
Anthony.  At  that  time  the  Arapahoes  were  there,  being  fed  by  Major  Wynkoop. 
When  Major  Anthony  came,  he  said  he  was  ordered  to  fight  thMe  Indiana;  but 
he  found  thiugs  different  from  what  he  expected,  and  he  did  not  think  it  policy 
then  to  fight  them;  that  there  was  no  danger  from  those  Indians;  they  could 
be  kept  there,  and  killed  at  any  time  it  was  necessary.  He  told  them  that  he 
did  not  feel  authonzed  to  give  them  any  rations,  and  that  tliey  better  go  out 
a  piece  where  they  could  kill  baffalo. 

After  Major  Wynkoop  had  brought  those  Indiana  in,  and  until  after  this 
fight,  I  do  not  know  of  any  depredations  having  been  committed  in  our  country. 
There  may  have  been  some  committed  below  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  learned; 
but  during  that  time,  two  months  or  over,  the  Indiana  in  our  country  did  not 
commit  any  depredations. 

Queatioo.  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  the  number  of  Indians  in  that 
camp  on  Sand  creek  1 

Answer.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  number  of  lodges  there.  But 
there  were  about  one  hundred  lodgea  of  the  Arapahoes  at  the  post  at  the  time 
Major  Anthony  took  the  command  there.  Left  Hand's  band  had  gone  out 
to  Band  creek,  and  Black  Kettle's  band  of  the  Cheyennea. 

Queation.  How  many  were  in  Left  Hand'a  band  '( 

Answer.  About  eight  lodgea. 

Question.  How  many  to  a  lodge  f- 

Answer,  Ahont  five. 

Question.  About  how  strong  was  Black  Kettle's  band  1 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  of  niy  own  knowledge.  I  only  know  from  what 
men  told  me  who  had  eounted  them.  At  one  time  when  One  Eye  was  out,  we 
did  suppose,  from  what  we  had  heard,  that  the  Indiana  were  all  going  to  unite 
againat  us. 

Question.  Judging  from  all  your  information  aa  Indian  agent,  have  you  any 
reason  to  believe  that  Black  Kettle  or  Left  Hand  had  been  guilty  of  or  intended 
any  hostility  towarda  us  1 

Answer.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  of  either  of  them. 

Question,  Have  you  any  reason  to  know  that  they  desired  to  remain  at  peace, 
and  were  opposed  to  fighting  the  people  of  the  United  States  f 

Answer.  Left  Hand,  who  speaks  Engliah,  told  me  that  he  never  would  fight 
the  whitea.  He  said  that  some  of  his  boya  got  mad  after  he  was  fired  ^t  at  Eort 
Lamed,  Left  Hand  had  come  in  there  and  offered  to  assiat  in  the  recovery  ot 
somoatockthathadbeen  stampeded  there.  He  wasfiredonbythe  aoldiei-s  at  Fort 
Lamed,  He  said,  "I  was  not  much  mad;  but  my  boya  were  mad,  and  I  could 
not  conti-ol  them.  But  as  for  me,  I  wiU  not  fight  the  whitea,  and  you  cannot 
make  me  do  it.  You  may  impi-iaon  me  or  kill  me ;  hut  I  will  not  fight  the 
whites." 

Question.  What  waa  the  feeling  of  Black  Kettle  ? 

Answer.  He  himself  always  appeared  to  be  friendly.  ^ 

Hose,  b,  Google 
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Qnestion.  Did  you  ever  know  of  his  committhtg  any  act  of  hostility  towarcls 
the  whites,  or  saDctioning  it  in  others? 

Answer.  I  never  did, 

QuMtion.  "What  relation  did  he  bear  to  the  Cheyenne  tribe  of  Indians  t 

Answer.  He  was  acknowledged  as  the  liead  chief  of  the  southern  bands  of 
Cheyeones,      There  were  anbordinate  chiefs  who  were  heads  of  bands. 
By  Mr,  Buckalew  : 

Question.  What  has  become  of  Black  Kettle  1 

Answer.  I  have  seen  a  half-breed  who  was  there  with  Mr,  Smith,  and  conld 
not  get  back  to  the  soldiers,  and  ran  off  with  tbe  Indians,  and  was  with  them  for 
fourteen  days  after  they  got  over  to  the  Sioux  Indians.  From  what  he  told  me — 
andlcoaldrely  uponit — Black  Kettle  was  not  killed,  but  Left  Hand  was  wounded, 
and  died  after  he  got  over  there. 

Question.  Of  tbe  fight  itself  you  know  nothing  1 

Answer,  l^o,  sir;  I  was  not  there ;  I  was  at  i'ort  Lyon  at  the  time. 

Quration.  The  Jack  Smith  who  was  killed  there  was  the  son  of  a  white  man  1 

Acswei.  Yes,  sir;  of  John  Smith. 

Question.  He  was  an  interpreter  t 

Answer.  He  interpreted  for  me ;  he  spoke  both  English  and  Indian. 

Question.  Had  you  any  reason  to  think  that  Mr.  Smith  or  Lis  sou  entertained 
any  hostility  to  the  whites  1 

Answer.  The  old  gentleman  was  always  onr  main  man  tliere,  communicating 
with  the  Indians,  for  he  had  lived  with  them  so  long.  Uobody  doubted  his 
fidelity  to  the  govemiuent. 

Question.  Was  there  any  reason  to  doubt  that  of  the  son  J 

Answer.  Captain  Hardee  informed  me,  when  he  went  out  there  on  the  stage, 
that  he  thought  Jack  Smith  was  one  of  the  party  that  attacked  the  stage.  When 
Jack  came  I  told  him  what  I  had  heard.  He  said  he  had  rode  up  to  the  stage 
and  wanted  to  know  if  his  father  was  in  the  coach  ;  and  he  wanted  to  know  what 
the  trouble  was  that  he  had  heard  of  in  the  east;  that  they  then  fired  upon 
them,  and  then  the  Indians  retnrned  the  fire. 

Question.  Was  there  any  other  act  of  Jack  denoting  hostility  1 

Answer,  I  never  heard  of  any.  He  was  at  Fort  Lyon  at  work  haying  there 
for  some  men.  In  July  last,  I  think.  Colonel  Chivington  was  at  Fort  Lyon. 
This  One  Eye  was  near  about  the  fort,  and  wanted  to  go  out  and  see  the  Indians, 
but  was  afraid  of  tlie  soldiers.  Colonel  Chivington  wrote  out  a  certificate  of  his 
good  character,  staling  that  he  was  a  friendly  Indiaw,  and  then  told  him  if  he  came 
across  any  soldiers  -to  show  that  to  them ;  if  they  shot  before  he  got  to  tliem  to 
show  a  white  flag,  and  that  would  protect  him.  He  was  an  Indian  we  relied 
upon  a  great  deal  for  information.  He  was  killed  at  Sand  creek.  I  asked 
Colonel  Chivington  if  there  was  any  way  these  Indians,  Black  Kettle,  Left  Hand, 
and  some  others,  could  he  treated  with.  He  said  his  orders  from  General  Cuitis 
were  that  it  could  be  done  on  these  conditions;  that  tbeymustgivenp  their  stolen 

Eroperty,  make  restitution  for  any  damage  they  had  done,  &c.,  andT  I  supposed 
e  waa  going  to  do  that. 


Tesiimmiy  of  Governor  John  Evans. 

Washi.\(JTON,  March  15,  1865. 
Governor  John  Evans  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Loan  ; 
Question.  What  is  your  present  olEcial  position? 
Answer.  Governor  of  Colorado  Territoiy,  and  sup  en  n  ten  dent  of  Indian  affairs. 
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Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  a  band  of  Indians  under  the  lead  of  a 
chief  of  the  name  of  Black  Kettle  1 

Answer.  Tbei-e  is  a  band  of  Cheyenne  Indians  nnder  a  chief  of  that  name, 
roaming  over  the  plains, 

Qaestion.  In  what  part  of  the  countiy  were  they  located,  i-elative  to  the  other 
bands  of  Indians? 

Answer.  The  Indians  that  were  with  Black  Kettle — I  do  not  know  that  he 
was  the  leader  of  them  entirely,  but  the  Indians  he  went  with,  and  was  the  chief 
among,  were  mainly  roaming  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Smoke  Hilt  and  Repub- 
lican fork,  and  down  on  the  south  Arkaas^.  Sometimes  they  went  np  as  far  as 
the  Pktte. 

Question.  How  many  other  bands  were  there  ? 

Answer.  There  is  a  band  up  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Laramie,  some  of 
whose  chiefs,  the  Shield  and  Spotted  Horse,  were  with  them. 

Question.  Was  there  any  other  band  of  the  tribe  of  Cheyenne  Indians  than 
those  on  the  Platte  and  those  on  the  Arkansas? 

Answer.  Yea,  sir;  I  thuik  so.  How  far  they  were  divided  into  bands  it  is 
rather  diificult  to  say;  and  where  each  band  is  located  is  very  difficult  to  say, 
because  they  range  from  away  below  the  Arkansas  to  above  Fort  Laramie,  or  to 
Powder  river.  For  yews  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  roaming  hack  and  forth 
over  the  plains. 

Question.  Will  you  give  us  the  names  of  the  head  chiefs  of  the  Cheyennes 
that  you,  as  superiotendent  of  Indian  affairs,  recognized? 

Answer.  There  was  Black  Kettle,  White  Antelope,  and  Bull  Bear  among  them. 

Question.  Having  the  supreme  control  of  the  Cheyenne  nation? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  such  chief  recognized.    They 

had  aparty  of  about  forty  young  men,  called  the  Dog  soldiers,  who  several  years 

ago  took  the  control  of  the  tribe  mainly  out  of  the  hands  of  the  chiefs.     They 

were  clubbed  together  as  a  band  of  braves,  and  the  chiefs  could  not  control  them. 

Question,  What  part  of  the  country  did  Black  Kettle  and  the  Indians  with 

him  occupy  during  last  summer? 

Answer.  From  infonaatioa  which  I  have  received  I  think  they  were  mainly 
on  the  head  of  the  Smoke  Hill, 

Question.  How  far  fi-om  Fort  Lyon? 

Answer.  Sometimes  nearer,  sometimes  farther  off.  Aa  I  stated  before,  they 
are  entirely  nomadic,  and  they  pass  from  one  part  of  the  country  to  another. 
The  most  precise  information  I  have  of  their  precise  locality,  at  any  particular 
time,  is  the  report  of  Major  Wynkoop,  who  went  out  and  saw  their  camp,  in  tlie 
latter  part  of  August,  or  in  the  early  part  of  September  last. 
Question.  Where  were  they  then? 

Answer,  At  what  is  called  Big  Timbers,  on  the  head  of  Smoke  Hill. 
Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  that  they  were  north  of  Denver  at  any 
time  during  last  summer?    If  so,  state  at  what  places  they  were. 

Answer.  I  have  the  information  from  the  chiefe  that  during  the  summer  they 
were  on  the  Platte,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Plum  creek,  a  little  west  of  Fort 
Kearney;  and  on  the  Blue,  east  of  Port  Kearney.  They  ranged  away  down  into 
Kansas  and  Nebraska  there  during  the  summer. 

Question.  ii\'omwhom  did  you  derive  this  information? 
Answer.  It  was  either  Black  Kettle  or  White  Antelope  who  told  me  so. 
Question.  At  what  time? 

Answer.  At  the  time  of  the  depredations  on  the  trains  that  were  perpetrated 
in  Augnst  last. 

Question.  I  mean  at  what  time  did  they  tell  you  this? 
Answer.  They  told  me  so  on  the  9Sth  of  September, 
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Question.  Yon  say  tliey  were  down  on  Plum  creek  at  tlie  time  these  depre- 
dations were  committed? 

Answer.  They  said  the  Cheyennes  committed  them. 

Question.  What  I  want  to  know  is  whether  you  have  information  that  Black 
Kettle,  or  any  of  the  band  that  travel  with  him,  had  been  nortb  of  Denver  last 
summer.  Did  Black  Kettle  tell  you  that  either  he  himself,  or  any  of  the  band 
uodei  his  immediate  control,  had  been  there? 

Answer,  I  inferred  tliey  had  from  bis  saying  that  the  Cheyennes  had  com- 
mitted those  depredations.  As  a  matter  of  coarse  I  told  him  they  had  committed 
tliem,  because  they  had  some  white  prisoners  who  had  been  captured  there,  and 
■ivhom  they  claimed  as  theirs.  He  did  not  answer  to  that  proposition.  He  siiid 
'the  CEieyeunes  committed  the  depredations  east  of  Kearney.  He  did  not  say 
directly  that  they  had  been  on  the  Blae.  They  gave  up  to  Major  Wynkoop 
the  prisoners  that  were  captured  on  the  Little  Blue,  and  then  he  siud  that  the 
Cheyennes  committed  the  depredations. 

Question.  Did  Black  Kettle  say  that  his  band  had  done  it  J 

Answer.  Ho  did  not  say  which  band  of  Cheyennes.  I  inferred  that  they 
were  his  band  because  they  did  not  speak  of  any  other  hands.  These  Cheyennes 
that  range  on  the  head  of  the  Smoke  Hill  and  Republican  seem  all  to  band  to- 

Queetion.  What  is  the  distance  from  their  location  about  Fort  Lyon  to  Fort 
Kearney,  and  from  tliere  to  Little  Bluet 

Answer.  I  should  have  to  ^less  at  the  distance. 

Question,  You  have  travelled  that  country  fi-equently,  have  you  niitl 

Answer.  Not  across  in  that  direction. 

Question,  You  have  a  general  knowledge  of  that  country  and  the  bearing  of 
it,  and  can  estimate  it  from  the  route  you  have  travelled? 

Answer.  From  the  Big  Timbers  on  the  bead  of  the  Smoke  Hill. 

Question,  Or  about  Fort  Lyont 

Answer.  It  is  at  least  from  ninety  to  one  hundred  miles  from  Fort  Lyon,  and 
fromBig  Tnnhere  to  Fort  Kearney  would  probably  be  150  miles.  I  may  be  mis- 
taken as  tK)  that. 

Question.  How  far  east  of  Denver  is  Fort  Lyon  1 

Answer.  It  is  southeast. 

Question.  How  far  east? 

Answer.  Something  like  100  miles. 

Question.  What  distance  is  Fort  Lyon  from  Denver  by  a  right  line? 

Answer.  I  suppose  about  SOO  miles.  It  is  about  250  miles  the  way  they 
travel.     It  must  be  quite  200  miles  on  an  air  line. 

Question.  Where  was  it  that  Black  Kettle  was  telling  you  about  this? 

Answer.  At  Denver. 

Question.  State  the  circumstances  under  whieli  that  conversation  arose. 

Answer.  He  with  other  chiefs  and  headmen 

Question.  Please  name  them. 

Answer.  I  cannot  give  all  their  names. 

Question.  State  as  many  as  you  can  remember. 

Answer.  Black  Kettle,  Wliite  Antelope,  and  Bull  Bear,  of  the  Cheyennes ; 
Nevy  and  two  or  three  others  of  the  Arapahoes.  They  were  brought  to  Denver 
for  the  purpose  of  council  by  Major  Wynkoop,  after  he  had  been  out  to  their 
camp,  brought  there  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  treaty  of  peace. 

Question,  Yoii  were  acting  as  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  propositions  did  you  make  to  them,  and  what  was  the  con- 
clusion of  that  conference  ? 

Answer.  Major  Wynkoop's  report  is  published  in  my  report  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs. 
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Questiou.  That  may  be;  but  you  can  state  it  i 

Answer.  In  brief,  he  reported  that  he  had  been,  out  to  their  camp,  and  foand 
them  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  lie  sent  in  an  Indiau  he  had  witit  him  to  get 
them  to  eotmetl  instead  of  to  fight;  and  he  held  a  conncil  in  the  presence  of 
their 'Warriors  ■with  their  bows  and  arrows  drawn.  They  agreed  to  allow  these 
men  to  come  to  see  me  in  reference  to  making'  peace,  with  the  assurance  that  he 
would  see  them  safe  back  again  to  their  camp,  as  he  states  in  his  report  or  lettec 
to  me  in  regard  to  it. 

Question.  When  you  saw  the  Indians,  what  occurred  ? 

Answer.  The  Indians  made  their  statement,  that  they  had  come  in  through 
great  fear  and  tribulation  to  see  me,  and  proposed  that  I  should  make  peace 
with  them;  or  they  said  to  me  that  they  desired  me  to  make  peace.  To  which 
1  replied  that  I  was  not  the  projier  authoiity,  as  they  wei-e  at  war  and  had  been 
fighting,  and  had  made  an  alliance  with  the  Sioux,  Kiowas,  and  Comanchee  to  go 
to  war;  that  they  should  make  their  terms  of  peace  with  the  military  authorities. 
I  also  told  them  that  they  should  make  such  arrangemente,  or  I  advised  them 
to  make  such  arrangements  as  they  could,  and  submit  to  whatever  terms  were 
imi'osed  by  the  military  authorities  as  their  best  course. 

Question.  What  reply  did  they  make  to  that  t 

Answer.  They  proposed  that  that  would  be  satisfactory,  and  that  they  would 
make  terms  of  peace.  The  next  day  I  got  a  despatch  from  Major  General 
Curtis,  commanding  Ihe  department,  approving  ray  course,  although  he  did  not 
know  what  it  was.  But  the  despatch  contained  an  order  that  no  peace  should 
be  made  with  the  Indians  without  his  assent  and  authority ;  dictatiug  some 
terms  for  them  to  be  governed  by  in  making  the  peace. 

Question.  Have  you  a  copy  of  that  despatch  with  you  1 

Answer.  It  is  published  in  my  annual  report. 

Question.  Did  you  communicate  that  fact  to  the  Indians  1 

Answer.  It  was  after  the  Indians  had  left  that  I  received  a  despatch.  The 
despatch  came  to  the  commander  of  the  district ;  and  a  copy  was  sent  to  me 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  me  notice. 

Question.  Was  anything  further  said  in  that  conference  with  the  Indiana  t 

Answer.  I  took  occasion  to  gather  as  mach  information  as  I  could  in  regard 
to  the  extent  of  hostile  feelings  among  the  Indians,  and  especially  in  regard 
to  what  bands  had  been  committing  the  depredations  along  the  line  and  through 
the  settlements,  which  had  been  very  extensive. 

Question,  What  did  Black  Kettle  say  in  regard  to  his  band ;  and  what  did 
the  other  Indiaus  say  in  regard  to  their  bands  1 

Answer.  Black  Kettle  said  he  and  White  Antelope  had  been  opposed  all  the 
time  to  going  to  war,  but  they  conld  not  control  their  young  men — these  Bog 
soldiers;  they  have  been  veiy had. 

Question.  These  Dog  soldiers  were  on  the  Blue  1 

Answer.  They  were  in  his  camp ;  they  were  his  young  men ;  Black  Kettlo 
was  an  old  man. 

Question.  Where  was  his  camp  ? 

Answer.  At  the  Big  Timbers. 

Question.  Where  Major  Wynkoop  found  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  do  you  know  that  fact  1 

Answer.  By  the  statement  that  their  warriors  were  there. 

Question,  Did  Major  Wynkoop  make  that  statement  to  you? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  his  letter  to  me  giving  the  circumstances  under  which 
he  brought  these  Indiaus  to  me. 

Question.  Did  Major  Wynkoop  report  to  you  that  the  Dog  soldiers,  of  the 
Cheyenues,  were  in  Black  Kettle's  camp  ? 
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Answer.  He  did  not  mention  the  Dog  soldiers;  but  tLe  Dog  soldiere  are 
■warriors  of  the  Cheyenne  trihe. 

Question.  I  understand  that ;  but  you  say  there  is  no  head  chief  that  you 
recognized  as  such.  I  wanted  to  know  if  these  Dog  soldiers  belonged  to  the 
band  under  the  lead  of  Black  Kettle  'i 

Answer.  The  Dog  soldiers  belonged  to  the  bands  commanded  by  Black 
Kettle,  White  Antelope,  and  Bull  Bear,  which  all  run  together.  There  is  no 
known  separation  among  them. 

Question.  Do  I  anderetand  you,  then,  to  say  that  the  Indians  indiscriminately 
occupy  that  country  from  below  the  Arkansas  to  the  North  Platte  t 

Answer.  The  Cheyenne  Indians,  the  Sioux  Indians,  the  Arapahoe  Indians, 
roam  indiscriminately  throngh  there. 

Question.  Then  there  was  no  particular  band  that  made  their  homes  about 
the  head  of  the  Smoky  fork  ? 

Answer.  There  were  a  number  of  bands  and  tribes  that  hunted  through  there 
indiscriminately. 

Question.  What  I  want  to  know  is  the  usual  locality  of  Black  Kettle's  band  ? 

Answer.  It  was  like  all  the  rest.     He  goes  where  he  thinks  there  is  the  best 
hunting ;  be  ranges  from  one  part  of  the  country  to  the  other. 
.   Question.  Do  yon  know  that  the  Indians  known  as  Dog  sol 
in  Black  Kettle's  camp ;  and  if  so,  at  what  time,  and  how  io  you  know  the 
fact? 

Answer.  I  will  not  name  them  as  Dog  soldiei-s. 

Question.  I  mean  the  warriors  known  as  the  Dog  soldiers  of  the  Choyennes 
Indiana.     Ha-ve  they  ever  been  ia  his  camp  at  any  time  that  you  know  of  1 

Answer.  Bull  Bear,  who  was  to  see  me,  was  the  head  of  the  Dog  soldiers 
himself,  the  head  one  of  that  band,  a  sub-chief.  They  said  they  left  nearly 
all  their  warriors  at  this  bunch  of  timbers. 

Qnestion.  Where  Black  Kettle's  camp  was  ? 

Answer.  Blaclc  Kettle  was  in  the  camp.  Tou  have  the  idea  that  Black 
Kettle  had  some  particular  camp.  The  distinction  between  White  Antelope 
and  Black  Kettle,  as  an  authority  among  the  tribes,  has  varied  at  different 
times.  The  government  has  never  recognized  either  of  them  as  head  chief  that 
I  know  of. 

Question.  Tou  have  omitted  to  answer  the  question  whether  you  know  of 
these  Dog  soldiers,  at  any  time  or  at  any  place,  being  in  Black  Kettle's  camp 
or  under  his  conti'ol  ? 

Answer.  I  know  the  answer  that  Bull  Bear  gave  when  he  came  to  Denver. 
He  was  recognized  as  tJie  leader  of  tlie  Dog  soldiers.  He,  with  Black  Kettle 
and  White  Antelope,  said  that  they  left  their  warriors  down  at  the  bunch  of 
timbers;  and  Major  Wynkoop  reports  the  same  thing. 

Question.  Tou  inferred  that  the  warriors  i-eferred  Jo  were  the  Dog  soldiers  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Que&tion.  At  this  conference,  when  Bull  Bear  tolA  you  this,  what  did  ho  say 
in  regard  to  war  and  peace? 

Answer.  He  said  he  was  ready  to  make  peace.  They  spoke  of  some  of  their 
wairiors  bemg  out.  Their  war  is  a  guerilla  warfare.  They  go  off  in  little 
bands  of  twenty  or  thirty  together  and  commit  those  depredations,  so  that  there 
is  scarcely  ever  more  than  that  many  seen  in  any  of  these  attacks.  They  re- 
ported that  some  of  their  young  men  were  out  upon  the  war-path,  or  had  been 
out,  and  they  did  not  know  wlieiher  they  were  in  at  the  time.  That,  I  think, 
was  stated  at  that  time,  or  in  a  communication  that  came  from  them  a  short 
time  before  this.  I  got  a  letter  fi-om  Black  Kettle  through  Bent;  it  was  sent 
up  to  me.  Upon  which  Major  Wynkoop  went  out  to  their  camp,  and  either 
that  or  their  statement  at  the  conference  gai'e  m.e  the  information  that  a  portion 
of  then-  warriors  were  still  out. 
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Q^ftstioa.  How  did  Major  Wyukoap  know  in  regard  to  tkis  letter  or  its  con- 
tents ? 

Answer.  It  was  bi-onght  in  to  Major  Oolley,  at  Fort  Lyon,  where  Major  Wyn- 
koop  was  in  command,  by  two  or  three  Indians;  and  immediately  upon  their 
coming  in  Major  Wytikoop  took  tliese  Indians,  and  went  with  them,  as  gnides. 

Question,  That  was  before  yon  saw  tlie  letter  1 

Answer.  Yea,  sir;  and  they  immediately  sent  me  a  copy  of  the  letter. 

Qnestion.  Did  these  Indians  propose  to  do  anything  that  yoti,  as  tbeir  super- 
intendent, directed  them  to  do  in  this  matter,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping-  peacel 

Answer.  They  did  not  anggestaboat  keeping  peace;  they  proposed  to  make 
jteace.  They  acknowledged  that  they  were  at  war,  and  had  been  at  war  during 
the  spring.  They  esipressed  themselves  as  satisfied  witb  the  references  I  gave 
tbnm'  to  the  military  antliorities ;  and  they  went  back,  as  I  understood,  with  the 
cxpeetatioa  of  making  peace  with  "  the  soldiers,"  as  they  termed  them — with 
tiie  military  authorities. 

Question.  Why  did  you  permit  those  Indians  to  go  back,  under  the  circum- 
stances, when  yon  knew  they  were  at  war  with  the  whites  ? 

Answer.  Because  they  were  under  the  control  and  authority  of  the  military, 
over  which  I,  as  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  had  no  control. 

Question.  Did  you  make  application  to  the  district  commander  there  to  detain 
those  Indiana  t 

Answer.  No,  air. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  do  it! 

Answer.  Becattse  the  military  commander  was  at  the  couucil. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  t 

Answer.  Ooloitel  Chiviagtoii.  I  told  the  Indians  he  was  present  and  could 
speak  in  reference  to  those  matters  we  had  been  speaking  about. 

Question.  Were  any  orders  given  to  Major  Wynkoop,  either  by  yourself  or 
by  Colonel  Chivingtnn,  in  regard  to  his  action  towards  those  Indians? 

Answer.  I  gave  no  orders,  because  I  had  no  authority  to  give  any. 

Question.  Did  Colonel  Chivington  give  any? 

Answer.  He  made  these  remarks  in  the  presence  of  the  council :  that  he  was 
commander  of  the  district ;  that  his  rule  of  fighting  white  men  and  Indians  was 
fo  fight  them  until  they  laid  down  their  arms ;  if  they  were  ready  to  do  that, 
then  Major  Wynkoop  was  nearer  to  them  than  be  was,  and  they  could  go  to 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  be  issued  any  ordera  to  Major  Wynkoop  to 
giivern  his  conduct  in  the  matter  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not.  Major  Wynkoop  was  not  under  bis  command,  however. 
J  understood  that  Fort  Lyon  was  not  in  the  command  that  Colonel  Chivington 
w.'ts  exercising  at  the  time.  It  wa;^  a  separate  command,  under  Greneral  Blunt, 
of  the  military  district  of  the  Arkansas,  as  I  understood  it. 

Question.  Were  the  Indian  chiefs  sent  back  to  tbeir  homes  in  pursuance  of 
any  orders  given  to  Major  Wynkoop,  that  you  know  of  ^ 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  will  say  further,  in  regard  to  my  course,  that  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  Indian  bureau,  and  approved  by  the  Indian  bureau  as  proper,  not 
to  interfere  witli  the  military,  which  will  appear  in  my  annual  report.  I  have 
no  official  knowledge  of  what  transpired  after  this  council,  so  far  as  these 
Indiana  are  concerned,  except  that  I  notified  the  agent  that  they  were  under 
the  military  authority,  and  I  supposed  they  would  be  treated  as  prisoners. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  superintendent  of  Indian  affaire  there? 

Answer.  Since  the  spring  of  1862. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  acte  committed  by  either  of  those 
cliiefs,  or  by  the  bands  immediately  under  their  control — any  personal  knowl- 
edge? 

Answer.  In  1S6S,  a  party  of  these  Dog  soldiers ^  . 
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Question.  I  am  not  asking  about  the  Dog  soldiers,  l)ut  aljout  Black  Kettle's 

Answer.  Tbey  are  the  same  Indians.  The  Bog  soldiers  were  a  sort  of  vigi- 
lance committee  under  those  old  chiefs. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say,  a  few  minutes  Ago,  that  the  Dog  soldiers 
threw  off  the  authority  of  the  old  chiefs,  and  wei'e  independent  of  them? 

Answer.  That  they  managed  the  tribe  instead  of  the  chiefs. 

Qnestion.  What  act  of  hostility  was  oommitted  by  the  Dog  soldiers,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  authority  of  any  of  the  chiefs  of  the  nation  1 

Answer.  That  I  could  not  say,  for  I  have  no  way  of  aflcert.aiuing  what  au- 
thority they  have — only  what  I  gather  from  the  agent,  who  was  intimate  ^s'ith 

Question.  What  is  the  name  of  that  agent? 

Answer.  Colley.  He  is  familiar  with  those  Indians,  and  said  that  the  Dog 
soldiers  were  to  blame  for  their  ngly  conduct. 

Question.  That  is  what  I  understand ;  and  I  wanted  you,  as  snperinteiidejit 
of  Indian  affairs,  to  tell  us  if  these  Dog  eoldiere  were  under  the  command  of  any 
chief  that  had  control  of  them,  and  the  oame  of  that  chief,  if  you  know  it. 

Answer.  The  identification  of  the  chief  that  commands  them  is  what  I  am 
not  able  to  do,  because  they  have  in  that  band,  or  ti'ibc,  the  chiefe  that  I  have 
mentioned.     Wiiich  of  them  is  superior  in  authority  I  am  not  advised. 

Question.  What  was  the  general  reputation  of  Black  Kettle,  as  a  hostile  or  a 
fiiendly  Indian,  during  your  control  there  as  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  1 

Answer.  Black  Kettle  has  had  the  reputation  of  being  himself  a  good  Indian, 

Question.  Peaceably  inclined,  and  well  disposed  towards  the  whites  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  White  Antelope  more  particularly.  Bat  I  was  going 
on  to  state  in  regard  to  their  conduct.  In  the  summer  of  186S  a  party  of  war- 
riors of  the  Cheyennes  came  to  Denver  and  called  on  me,  and  wanted  some- 
thing to  eat. 

Question.  Can  you  designate  what  particular  band  they  belonged  to? 

Answer.  They  were  of  the  same  hand  woai*  fighting  about  the  BUie — Black 
Kettle,  White  Antelope,  and  Bull  Beaa^'s  Indians,  that  riinge  maioly  down  in 
the  ueighboihood  of  Smoke  HiD.  They  came  to  Denver  on  a  wur  esrpedition 
against  the  Utes.  I  advised  them  to  cease  their  hostilities.  When  I  went 
there  I  had  an  idea  of  trying  to  get  everybody  to  live  without  fighting,  the  I«- 
dians  among  the  rest.  The  Indians  on  the  mountains  and  on,  the  plains  spent 
their  time  in  chasing  one  another.  I  was  in  this  delicate  position:  the  Uti'S, 
who  are  a  very  waj-like  and  dangerous  ti-ibe,  had  got  a  jealousy  of  the  lodians 
on  the  plains,  and  the  whites  who  live  on  the  plains  also.  The  whites  were  cflu- 
stantly  giving  preaenla  to  the  begging  portion  of  the  plains  Indians.  The  eu- 
perintendency  and  the  agency  were  constantly  giving  goods  to  them;  and  the 
Utes  complained  that  the  whites  were  fitting  out  the  plains  Indians  in  their 
war  parties  ag&inst  the  Utes,  which  was  true  to  some  extent.  The  Utes  said 
that  when  tliey  chased  the  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes,  which  run  together 
almost  conataatly,  and  the  Sioux — there  are  parties  of  Sioux  with  the  Arapa- 
hoes aud  Cheyennes  in  neai-ly  all  their  war  parties — when  the  Utes  would 
chase  them  down  into  the  plains,  they  had  to  stop  because  the  whit  s  interfered, 
and  they  did  not  dare  to  go  down  into  the  plains.  They  were  of  the  opinion 
that  the  whites  were  taking  the  side  of  the  Indians  of  the  plains ;  and  they 
were  on  the  point  of  going  to  war  with  us. 

I  suggested  to  these  Indians  that  it  wag  better  for  them  to  make  peace.  I 
went  with  Colonel  Leavenworth  down  to  the  camp  of  the  Sioux,  Arapahoef, 
and  Cheyennes,  at  a  subsequent  peiiod,  and  tried  to  aiTange  with  them.  I  had 
a  Ute  agent  with  me  to  make  the  arrangement  to  quit  fighting.  When  this 
party  came,  in  1S62,  I  Mentioned  these  things,  showing  the  s  '       ' 
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e  they  would  go  ba«k ;  I  gave  them  some  bacon  and  flour,  and 
other  things,  for  auhsistenee.  They  started  under  &  promise  that  they  would 
go  back,  and  not  go  up  to  the  XJtes,  and  jeopard  our  safety  with  them.  In- 
stead of  that,  they  started,  for  the  South  Park,  the  Ute  battle-gi'Ouud,  where 
they  usually  fight,  and  the  next  day  or  two  afterwards  messengers  came  in 
from  the  settlers  on  the  road,  saying  that  the  Indians  were  committing  depre- 
dations; that  tliey  had  cleaned  out  and  outraged  one  landlord;  had  insulted  a 
woman;  had  gone  in  and  taken  poaaession  of  several  of  these  sparsely  settled 
places ;  had  made  one  woman  cook  for  the  whole  party,  and  I  think  they  had  sent 
in  for  protection.  Some  six  soldiers  went  up  to  protect  the  aeighborhood ;  but 
when  they  got  there,  these  Indians  had  gone  back  on  the  plains  by  another 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  chief  in  command  of  that  party  J 

Answer.  I  do  not  know;  that  was  their  first  visit. 

Question.  Was  it  Black  Kettle,  or  White  Antelope,  or  Bull  Bear? 

Answei'.  I  could  not  say  it  was  not  them,  nor  that  it  was.  It  was  a  party 
of  warriors  from  the  same  party  that  Black  Kettle,  White  Antelope  and  Bull 
Boar  ranged  with. 

Question,  Although  you  had  a  conversation  with  them,  and  furnished  them 
with  supplies,  and  induced  them  to  retiini,  you  do  not  know  tlie  name  of  tlie 
chief? 

Answer.  There  wore  several  chiefs. 

Question.  Can  you  name  any  one  of  them? 

Answer.  I  cannot  give  the  name;  I  might  get  it  if  I  wore  in  my  ofBce. 

Qaestion.  As  governor  of  Colorado  TeniCory,  did  you  have  any  troops  or- 
ganized thei-c  last  summer  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  I  organized  a  regimeut. 

■Qnestion.  For  what  term  of  service? 

Answer.  For  one  hundred  days. 

Question.  Who  was  the  colonel  of  that  regiment  ? 

Answer.  George  L.  Shoup. 

Questioa.  Did  you  ever  issue  any  orders  to  that  rcgimeat,  or  to  any  part  of 
it? 

Answer.  No,  sic. 

Question.   Were  they  organized  as  United  States  troops  1 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  placed  under  the  control  of  the  district  commander  as 


Answer,  Befora  they  were  organized,  for  this  reason ;  while  the  regiment  was 
being  raised,  there  was  information  come  in  of  a  camp  of  about  800  of  these  In- 
dians ;  a  report  of  which  will  be  found  in  my  annual  report  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs.  It  came  in  in  this  way:  Little  (ieary,  a  grandson  of  the 
signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  lives  on  the  Platte,  sixty  miles  south 
of  Denver.     In  the  night  two  Cheyenne  chiefs  came  to  him. 

Question.  Wliat  were  their  names? 

Answer.  It  seems  to  me  one  of  them  was  Crooked  Neck.  The  statement  I 
was  going  to  make  was  this:  these  Indians  caiae  in  and  notified  Geary  to  get 
out  of  the  way.  He  was  living  on  ranch  with  a  laige  amoant  of  stock,  and 
with  a  Cheyenne  wife.  He  had  Spotted  Horse  there  with  him  under  protec- 
tion. Spotted  Horse,  a  Clieyenuc  Indian  of  Fort  Laramie,  had  been  friendly 
all  the  time,  and  was  there  under  protection.  These  Indians  made  these  state- 
ments to  him,  as  you  will  see  in  the  printed  copy  of  my  report  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs. 

I  think  about  SOO  Indians  were  camped  at  the  head  of  Beaver,  at  the  Point 
of  Rocks  on  the  Beaver,  which  is  about  ISO  miles  east  of  Denver,  composed  of 
Ai-apahoes,  Cheyennes,  Sioux,  Kiowas,  Camauches  and  Apaehes.     They  said 
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tliat  tlieir  plan  was,  in  two  or  three  nights,  to  divide  into  small  parties  of  abont 

200,  going  in  the  neighborhood  of ,  which  was  about  40  miles  below 

Gfeaiy'sj  100  going  just  above  Geary's  to  Fort  Lumpton;  about  250  to  the  head 
of  Oheny  creek,  which  is  a5  or  30  miles  south  of  Denver;  and  the  remainder 
of  them  to  go  to  the  Arkanaaa,  at  FounEaine  que  Bonille.  That  these  parties 
were  to  he  divided  into  liltle  bands,  and  each  take  a  farm-bonse,  clean  it  out 
and  steal  the  stock,  and  in  this  way  commit  the  most  wholesale  and  extensive 
massacre  that  has  ever  been  known.  I  have  no  doubt  it  would  have  been  so, 
but  for  the  vigilance  that  was  taken  to  prevent  it. 

Geaiy,  who  is  an  educated  and  sensible  man,  immediately  took  Spotted 
Horse,  who  heard  these  Indiana  give  their  account ;  it  waa  done  confidentially 
by  them.  Geary,  who  has  been  in  my  employ  as  a  spy  ovei-  the  Indiana,  who 
lias  been  out  among'  them  as  a  messenger,  started  the  nest  morning — they 
got  to  hia  house  about  midnight,  or  3  o'clock.  Geary  started  immediately  in 
the  morning  with  Spotted  Horse,  and  got  to  my  house  at  11  o'clock;  riding 
between  60  and  70  miles  dtiring  the  day,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  me  thia  in- 
formation. I  immediately  notified  the  district  commander,  and  put  the  recruits 
which  were  supposed  to  be  subject  to  my  command  under  his  command,  by 
an  order;  and  any  militia  that  might  he  organized  was  subject  to  hia  command 
for  the  purposes  of  defence.  He  sent  espreaa  in  every  direction  to  notify  the 
aettlera.  I  telegraphed,  and  also  aent  raesaengera.  It  so  happened  that  a  mili- 
tia company  had  gone  down  there,  and  were  near  that,  and  that  a  militia  com- 
pany had  gone  to  Fort  Iiumpton,  or  near  there. 

The  Indians  came  in  at  these  different  points  on  the  second  night,  skulking 
along  under  the  blufis,  where  theii-  trails  were  seen.  They  fonnd  tlie  settle- 
ments all  alanned,  and  went  back  again,  except  at  the  head  of  Cherry  creek, 
where  they  killed  two  or  three  and  took  quite  a  large  number  of  cattle ;  and  at 
Fort  Lumpton  they  killed  one  man.  And  before  Geary  got  back  they  stole  some 
of  his  horses  and  the  horses  of  one  or  two  of  his  neighbers,  and  ran  them  off. 

Question.  At  what  time  was  thia  t 

Answer.  It  must  have  been  early  in  August. 

Question.  At  what  time  was  this  hundred-days  regiment  organised  ? 

Answer.  Early  in  September. 

Question.  At  what  t^e  was  it  mounted  t 

Answer.  Some  companies  were  mounted  before  the  i-egimeiit  was  full ;  others 
.were  mounted  subseqiiently,  as  they  could  get  horses. 

Question,  How  were  horses  obtained,  and  from  whom  1 

Answer,  The  quartermaster  of  the  depaitment. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  further  than  yon  have  stated  in  connexion 
with  thia  attack  upon  Black  Kettle  and  his  band  on  Sand  creek  1  Did  you 
issue  any  ordeis,  or  take  any  part  in  any  transaction  having  in  view  any  such 
attack  ? 

Answer.  I  dad  not  know  anything  about  it.  Ai^er  I  got  here,  I  got  a  letter 
from  the  secretary  of  the  territory,  saying  it  was  rumored  they  were  going 

Question.  Whom  did  "they"  refer  to? 

Answer.  Colonel  Chivington  and  his  force.  I  think  he  said  it  was  surmised 
that  they  were  going  to  Fort  Lyon.  It  is  proper  for  me  to  say  tiiat  I  under- 
stood they  were  going  to  make  an  expedition  against  the  Indians.  Hut  I  had 
no  knowledge  of  where  they  were  going. 

Question.  After  Major  Wynkoop  left  you  in  September,  do  you  know  what 
was  done  with  these  Indians  1 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  action  the  Indians  took  afterwards  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  Ihcy  were  encamped  1 
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Answer,  I  accidentally  heard — I  had  no  official  knowledge  of  the  fact — that 
tlicro  were  several  hundred  of  them  at  Fort  Lyon.  The  next  day  after  this 
council  I  started  for  a  place  about  300  miles  off,  to  bold  a  treaty  with  the 
Utes  down  on  the  Rio  Grande,  and  was  gone  nearly  a  month. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  yoa  start  to  come  east  t 

Answer.  I  think  I  started  on  the  15th  of  November. 

Question.  Is  Colonel  Slioup  yet  in  service  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  when  I  came  nway  he  was  encamped  at  Bijou  Basin,  about 
75  milea  east  of  Denver,  where  they  had  been  for  a  considerable  length  of  time. 

Question.  How  did  he  get  out  of  the  service? 

Answer.  His  time  espired,  and  he  was  regularly  mustered  out,  so  J  under- 
stand. 

Question.  You  have  not  been  back  since  1 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  property  accounted  for  to  you,  or  to  any  officer  of 
the  government,  so  far  aa  you  know,  that  was  taken  at  Black  Kettle's  camp  1 

Answer.  Not  any.  1  would  say,  however,  that  any  property  the  army  cap- 
tured they  would  not  be  likely  to  turn  over  to  me. 

I  was  asked  if  I  knew  of  any  depredations  committed  by  these  Indians,  and 
J  stated  what  was  done  in  18G3.  Before  going  further,  I  will  say,  that  Black 
Kettle  told  me  in  that  couucii  that  he  and  White  Ant*Iope  had  been  opposed 
to  depredatioas  all  the  time,  hut  could  not  conti-ol  their  tribes.  They  admit- 
ted that  tlieic  tribes,  that  the  Arapahoes  and  Sioux,  tiad  made  a  lai^e  number 
of  attacks,  and  told  me  where  each  depredation  I  inquired  about  had  been 
committed  by  the  different  tribes. 

I  gave  to  the  committee  of  investigation  on  Indian  affairs,  the  other  day,  a 
sketch  of  the  minutes  kept  of  that  council.  There  was  quite  a  large  number 
of  these  depredations  referred  to  and  inquired  of  in  that  council,  bat  not  by 
any  means  all  the  depredations  that  were  committed  last  summer. 

The  Oheyennes  commenced  their  depredations  early  in  the  spring  with  the 
Arapahoes,  Kiowas,  Comanehes,  and  Sioux;  Agi-eeably  to  a  previous  treaty 
or  coiincit  held  by  them  in  the  whiter  of  1863  and  1864 — irhich  treaty  was  the 
conanramation  of  an  arrangement  that  the  Sioux  tried  to  make  with  our  Indians 
in  1863,  which  I  reported  to  the  Indian  bureau,  and  they  sent  me  out  authority 
to  treat  with  them — I  went  to  the  head  of  the  Republican,  and  spent  about  a 
month  thei-6  trying  to  get  them  together,  having  my  messengers  out.  Little 
Geary  went  to  the  camp  of  Bull  Bear,  Black  Kettle,  White  Antelope,  and  a 
large  number  of  others.  The  report  of  this  attempt  is  published  in  luy  annual 
report  for  1863. 

The  result  of  that  failure  was,  that  they  told  Mr.  Geary,  after  agreeing  first 
to  come  and  see  me,  that  they  had  made  up  their  minds  to  have  nothing  more 
to  do  with  us  ;  that  they  did  not  want  any  more  of  our  goods ;  that  they  might 
as  well  he  killed  as  starved  to  death  ;  that  they  were  being  driven  out  of  their 
country  by  the  whites  ;  that  they  i-epndiated  the  treaty  of  Fort  Wise,  under 
which  we  were  making  preparations  to  settle  them,  as  you  will  see  by  looking 
into  my  report,  in  which  I  give  Geaiy's  sworn  statement. 

After  coming  back  a  portion  of  these  Indians  ran  together.  Ton  will  ob- 
serve that  they  made  the  treaty  of  1861  together.  A  portion  of  them  com- 
menced committing  depredations  that  fall.  They  stole  a  lot  of  horses,  a  por- 
tion of  which  we  recovered  in  the  autumn.  A  man  who  was  present  at  their 
"  big  medicine  "  on  the  Arkansas,  hy  the  name  of  Nortli,  came  to  me  privately 
and  secretly  trom  this  hand  of  Indiana  that  committed  depredations  in  No- 
vember, 1363,  within  about  twenty  miles  of  Denver  ;  he  came  to  me  from 
their  camp,  and  made  a  statement  which  I  forwarded  to  the  War  Department 
and  to  the  Indian  bureau,  which  is  also  in  my  annual  report  for  this  year. 
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North  told  me  that  the  Kiowas,  Comanclies,  Apaches,  Oheyennes,  a  portiou 
of  the  Arapahoes,  and  the  Sioas,  had  held  a  council,  at  'which  he  waa  pi'ssent, 
and  shook  hands  ovei-  it.  That  they  would  pi-etend  to  be  fi-iendiy  with  the 
whites  until  they  could  get  sufficient  ammunition  ;  then  in  the  spring  they 
would  divide  into  little  parties  and  coanuenee  a  war  on  the  whites.  Early  last 
spring  the  first  depredation  they  committed  was  to  steal  one  hundred  and  seveuty- 
five  head  of  cattle,  which  wM  done  by  the  Oheyennes,  from  Irwin  &  Jaclcman, 
government  contractors,  for  transportation  across  the  plains.  Irwin  &  Jack- 
man's  men  followed  them  about  twenty  miles  down  Sand  creek,  nntil  they  struck 
off  to  tlie  bead  of  the  Kepnblican.  They  then  came  to  Denver  and  reported  to 
the  military  commander.  Colonel  Obivington,  and  req^uested  a  force  to  go  with 
them  to  recover  their  cattle.  That  force  was  sent  out,  and  after  being  gone  a 
week  or  two  they  returned,  having  recovered  about  a  dozen  of  the  cattle,  one 
soldier  having  been  wounded.  He  retnrned  for  the  want  of  subsistence,  and  was 
sent  again,  and  went  throtigh  to  Fort  Larned  on  the  route.  That  was  Lieuten-.. 
ant  Ayres,  and  during  the  time  he  waa  gone  he  had  a  battle  with  the  Indians, 
in  which  they  drove  him.  They  attacked  bim  as  he  was  passing  through  with 
his  battery  to  Fort  Larned,  which  is  in  Kanaaa.  At  that  battle  one  of  the  In- 
dians, who  was  said  to  be  a  very  friendly  Indian  to  the  whites,  waa  killed.  He 
was  said  to  bo  in  favor  of  making  peace,  and  preventing  the  battle,  and  was  in 
the  act  of  tiying  to  pacify  the  Indiana  wheu  he  waa  shot.  But  Lieutenant 
Ayres's  report  has  never  been  fuiiiished  to  me,  and  conaeciuently  I  cannot  give 
the  details  of  it;  bat  this  was  the  statement  the  lieutenant  made  when  he  got 
back.  He  got  away  from  tlie  Indians  without  being  captured.  TTiey  were  in 
very  large  force.  He  got  away  and  got  to  Fort  Larned.  That  ia  the  end  of  the 
effort  to  get  back  these  cattle.  He  and  the  rest  of  his  battery — ^he  had  a  sec- 
tion of  a  battery,  I  think,  two  guns — was  at  Fort  Larned  for  some  time. 
Bat  the  commander  there,  who  was  said  to  be  an  intemperate  man,  waa  not  on 
the  alert;  and  the  Kiowas  and  some  other  Indians,  mainly  Kiowas,  captured 
the  whole  of  the  battery's  horsea,  one  hundred  and  forty,  and  ran  them  off  riglit 
from  the  fort.  While  Satant,  the  commander  of  the  Indians,  was  talking  with 
the  officer  in  command,  making  great  professions  of  friendship  at  the  time, 
th^  made  this  raid  upon  the  battery's  horses  and  got  away  with  them. 

I  wonld  say  still  further,  that  to  give  a  description  of  all  the  depredations 
that  were  committed  during  the  summer,  and  fall,  and  this  winter,  would  re- 
quire a  statement  which  would  he  very  extensive.  I  would  like  this,  aa  rJiere 
ia  an  impression  in  the  iainda  of  people  here  that  the  Indian  war  out  there  has 
not  amounted  to  mach — I  would  like  this,  that  thia  committee,  for  the  ptirpoae 
of  ascertaining,  would  deputize  aomebody  to  gather  the  reports  of  the  attacks, 
the  number  of  people  killed,  and  the  amount  of  property  destroyed  daring  tlie 
past  year. 

ByMr.  Gfooch; 

Queatirm.  With  all  the  knowledge  you  have  in  relation  to  these  attacks  and 
depredations  by  the  Indians,  do  you  think  they  afford  any  jastitication  for  the 
attack  made  by  Colonel  Chivington  on  these  friendly  Indians,  under  the  circum- 
stances under  which  it  was  made  1 

Answer.  As  a  matter  of  course,  no  one  could  justify  an  attack  on  Indians 
while  under  the  protection  of  the  flag.  If  those  Indians  were  there  under  the 
protection  of  the  flag,  it  would  be  a  question  that  would  be  scarcely  worth  ask- 
ing, because  nobody  could  say  anytlriiig  in  favor  of  the  attack.  I  have  heard, 
however — that  is  only  a  report— that  there  was  a  statement  on  the  part  of 
Colonel  Chivington  and  his  friends  that  these  Indiana  had  assumed  a  hostile  at- 
titude before  he  attacked  them.  I  do  not  know  whether  that  ia  so  or  not  I 
have  said  all  I  have  had  to  do  with  them.  I  supposed  they  were  being  treated 
as  prisoners  of  war  in  some  way  or  other. 
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I  had  a  letter  from  General  Om-tis,  after  I  got  here,  saying  lie  was  troubled 
to  know  -what  to  do  with  so  many  nominal  prisonei-a  of  war,  as  they  were  so 
expensive  to  feed  there.  The  subsistence  of  the  fort  wasishoi-t,  and  it  was  a 
long  way  to  get  siihsistence,  and  through  a  hostile  country,  and  he  Vios,  troubled 
to  know  what  to  do  with  them. 

Question.  But  from  all  the  circumstances  which  you  know,  all  the  facta  in 
relation  to  that  matter,  do  you  deem  that  Colonel  ChiviogloB  had  any  justifica- 
tion for  that  attack? 

Answer.  So  far  as  giving  an  opinion  is  concerned,  I  would  say  this;  That 
the  reports  that  have  been  made  here,  a  great  many  of  them,  have  come  through 
pereons  whom  I  know  to  be  personal  enemies  of  Colonel  Chiviagtou  for  a  long 
time.  And  I  would  rather  not  give  an  opinion  on  the  subject  until  I  have  heard 
the  other  side  of  the  question,  which  I  have  not  heard  yet. 

Question.  I  do  nofask  for  an  opinion.  Do  you  know  of  any  circumstance 
which  would  juslify  that  attack  3 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  of  any  circumstance  connected  with  it  subsequent  to 
the  time  those  Indians  left  me  and  I  started  for  another  part  of  the  country.  It 
is  proper  for  me  to  say,  that  these  attacks  duiing  the  summer,  and  up  to  the  time 
I  came  away,  were  of  very  frequent  occnrvence.  The  destruction  of  property 
was  very  great.  Our  people  suffered  wonderfully,  especially  in  their  property, 
and  in  their  loaa  of  life.  They  murdered  a  famiiy  some  twenty-odd  miles  east 
of  Denver.  The  attacks  by  hostile  Indians,  about  the  time  I  came  away,  were 
very  numerous  along  the  Platte.  There  was  an  attack  as  I  come  in,  about  the 
mouth  of  November.  It  was  in  the  evening,  about  sundown,  and  I  passed  over 
the  gi-ound  in  the  night  in  the  stage  with  my  family,  and  a  few  days  afterwards 
a  party  of  emigrants,  returning  from  Colorado,  were  murdered  near  the  same 
ground,  which  was  near  Plum  cieek;  and  for  a  considerable  length  of  time, 
immediately  after  I  came  in,  the  attacks  were  very  numerous  and  very  violent, 
until  the  stage  was  iatewupted  so  that  it  has  not  been  running  since,  until  within 
a  few  days. 

I  started  hom^  and  coald  not  get  there  because  there  was  no  transportation. 
I  came  back  here  and  shall  return  in  a  few  days  again.  I  mention  tliis  in  order 
to  do  away  with  the  impression  that  might  exist  that  hostilities  had  ceased,  and 
that  this  attack  of  Colonel  Chivington  had  excited  the  recent  hostilities. 

These  Indians  told  me,  when  they  were  there,  that  the  Sioux  were  in  large 
force  on  the  head  of  the  Eepublican,  and  would  make  an  attack  about  the  time 
I  expected  to  come  in.  I  delayed  my  coming  in  a  short  time  on  account  of 
what  they  told  me,  and  when  1  did  come  in  I  found  some  Indiana  eommeucbg 
their  depredations,  which  they  continued  about  tlie  month  following,  both  be- 
fore and  after  the  attack  made  by  IJoionel  Chivington.  General  Curtis  wrote 
to  me  that  he  did  not  think  Ohiviagtoii's  attack  was  the  instigation  of  the 
hostilities  perpeti-ated  along  the  Platte. 


Ti'sliviony  of  Mr.  A.  C.  Hunt. 

Washi^jutox,  March  15,  1866. 
Mr.  A.  C-  Hunt  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Loan : 
Question.  Where  do  you  reside  1 
Answer.  I  reside  at  Denver,  Colorado. 
Question,  What  is  your  official  position  1 

Answer.  I  am  United  States  marahai  for  tlic  district  of  Colorado.     I  have 
been  in  Denver  since  1859. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  in  connexion  with  the  killing  of  the  In- 
dians at  Sand  cieek,  about  the  last  of  November,  1SG4?  /  -  i 
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Answer.  I  do  not  suppose  I  know  anything  that  would  be  admissible  as 
evideaee.  All  I  know  is  from,  genei'al  rumor,  not  being  on  the  gi'ouud  at  all, 
I  waH  in  Denver  when  the  regiment  returned. 

Qaestion.  Did  you  hear  anything  about  it  from  Colonel  Ohiviugton,  or  any 
one  of  his  command  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  an  immense  sight  from  soldiers  in  his  command. 

Question,  State  what  they  told  you. 

Answer.  1  also  talked  a  long  time  witii  the  guide,  James  Bed  with,  after  they 
retui-ned. 

Question.  State  anything  that  was  said  by  any  one  connected  with  that 
trttiisa«tion  in  regard  to  what  was  done. 

Answer.  I  talked  longer  with  Melrose,  a  private  in  Captain  Baxter's  com- 
pany, under  Colonel  Shonp.  He  gave  me  quite  a  history  of  the  fight,  and 
eveiyliiing  pertaining  to  it.  He  enlisted  from  the  Arkaiis^.  There  is  a  gen- 
eral disposition,  on  the  part  of  those  who  enlisted  from  that  neighborhood,  to 
cry  down  the  whole  transaction  as  being  very  badly  managed,  and  very  mur- 
derous. They  made  no  secret  of  telling  what  had  been  done,  but  made  no 
boast  of  it  at  all.     They  said  they  were  heartily  ashamed  of  it. 

Question.  State  what  they  said  was  done. 

Answer.  According  to  their  understanding,  when  they  started  out,  they  were 
enlisted  for  the  purpose  of  fighting  hostile  Indians,  there  being  any  c^nantity 
of  them  on  the  plains.  They  knew  nothing  of  their  whereabouts.  They  went 
under  the  orders  of  Colonel  Ohivington,  who  led  the  command.  They  came 
within  80  miles  of  Foit  Lyon,  where  they  wei-e  halted  for  some  days,  and  all 
communication  stopped.     No  person,  not  even  the  United  States  mail,  was 

Eermitted  to  go  down  the  road  for  quite  a  length  of  time,  until  the  forces  which 
ad  been  stru^ling  back  had  all  been  collected  together.  When  they  did 
march  to  Fort  Lyon  they  went  very  rapidly,  taking  every  person  about  the 
fort  by  surprise,  no  person  anticipating  their  coming  at  all.  Their  first  move- 
ment was  to  throw  a  guard  around  the  fort.  That  surprised  the  soldiers  very 
much ;  they  said  they  did  not  know  the  object  of  it.  That  night  they  were 
ordered  to  march  again  in  a  northeast  direction.  I  think  that  and  perhaps  the 
next  night  they  mai'ched  some  35  miles  to  fall  upon  this  camp  of  Indians  on 
Sand  creek.  None  of  the  soldiers  were  posted  as  to  what  Indians  they  were 
fighting,  or  anything  about  it,  until  they  got  an  explanation,  after  the  attack 
was  made,  from  various  white  men  in  the  camp.  Those  white  men  told  the 
soldiers  that  they  were  Bla«k  Kettle's  band,  who  had  been  there  for  sometime; 
a  part  of  the  time  had  been  drawing  rations  from  the  fort — were,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  friendly  Indians.  Beyond  that  I  know  that  the  colonel,  as  soon 
as  the  fight  was  over,  came  back  to  Denver.  I  met  him  the  day  he  came  in. 
The  command  afterwards  returned  in  marching  time.  They  had  evidences  of 
what  they  had  been  doing — among  the  rest.  White  Antelope's  medal ;  I  think 
they  had  about  20  of  Black  Kettle's  scalps — quite  that  many,  I  think,  were 
exhibited  J  they  had  Whit*  Antelope's  commission,  or  something  like  that, 
from  Commissioner  Dole — something  like  a  recommend ;  they  had  a  thousand 
and  one  trophies  in  the  way  of  findy  worked  buffalo  robes,  spurs,  and  bits, 
and  things  of  that  kind ;  all  of  which,  I  suppose,  was  contraband  of  war — 
they  were  taken  on  the  field  of  battle. 

Question,  Did  they  say  anything  about,  how  the  attack  was  made,  at  what 
time,  and  under  what  eu'cumstances  t 

Answer.  I  understood  them  to  say  it  was  made  just  at  daylight.  The  In- 
dians that  were  not  armed  almost  all  fled  and  escaped.  The  impression  of  the 
men  I  talked  with  was  that  they  had  killed  over  100  of  them ;  the  impression 
of  some  others  was  that  they  had  killed  400  or  500. 

Question.  Was  anything  said  about  killing  women  and  children! 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  killed  everything  alive  in  the  camp  that  they  could 
get  at.  I  believe  that  was  part  of  the  understanding,  that  none  should  be 
spared.  I  believe  it  is  generally  the  understanding  that  you  fight  Indians  in 
that  way. 

Question.  What  were  those  ornamented  buffalo  robes  worth  in  the  market  ? 

Answer,  Tljey  aa-e  veiy  valuable — worth  from  $20  to  $50  each. 

Question.  In  whose  possession  did  you  see  them  ? 

Answer.  They  were  most  y  in  private  hands — in  the  hands  of  the  men  who 
were  in  the  fight;  by  permission,  I  suppose.  I  do  not  suppose  there  was  any 
demand  made  for  them  by  any  peison.  I  suppose  each  man  who  bad  one  of 
them  thought  he  was  entitled  to  it. 

Question.  Is  that  the  rale  out  there,  that  the  soldiers  of  the  United  States 
are  entitled  to  all  they  capture  t 

Answer.  That  is  the  only  battle  they  liave  ever  had ;  so  that  I  do  not  know 
as  there  is  any  particular  rale  about  that  matter. 

Question.  How  long  did  they  say  the  fight  continued  1 

Answer.  I  am  under  the  impression  now  that  they  smd  it  continued  some 
two  or  three  hours.  That  is  my  impression  from  the  representations  made  by 
the  parties  engaged  in  the  fight. 

Question.  How  many  Indians  did  they  say  were  engaged  in  the  fight  1 

Answer.  It  has  been  estimated  that  there  wore  from  600  to  3,000  there,  I 
suppose  the  agent  knows  almost  exactly  how  many  there  were  of  them.  They 
judge  from  the  lodges,  and  there  are  from  five  to  six  in  a  lodge,  so  far  as  my 
experience  goes.  From  the  heat  information  I  could  get  thei'e  were  from  100 
to  120  lodges  there. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  said  about  the  number  that  escaped  t 

Answer.  A  large  proportion  of  them  escaped ;  that  was  the  supposition  of 
the  soldiers  I  talked  with. 

Qnestion.  In  what  way,  on  horseback  or  on  foot  1 

Answer.  Those  of  the  warriors  who  had  horses  that  tJiey  could  get  hold  of 
escaped  on  horseback.  The  women  and  young  ones,  who  had  no  horses,  went 
on  foot. 

Question.  Did  they  take  any  prisoners  in  that  fight? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  any  prisoners  being  taken  that  were  brought  in. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  whether  they  captured  any  property  from  the  In- 
dians t 

Answer.  I  think  they  were  possessed  of  no  property  except  what  I  have 
mentioned. 

Question.  Did  they  have  no  horses,  ponies,  and  mules  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  a  great  many  ponies.  A  New  Mexican  company 
was  mostly  mounted  on  ponies  that  they  had  captured.  I  saw  them  come  in 
on  Indian  horses  ;  they  were  poor,  thin  horsM. 

Question.  Did  yoa  hear  Colonel  Chiviogton  himself  say  anything  about  that 
transaction  t 

Answer.  No,  sir,  except  in  a  public  speech  he  made  afterwards,  and  in  that 
he  did  not  say  much  about  it. 

Question.  Did  he  assign  any  reason  why,  under  the  circumstances,  he  at- 
tacked that  band  of  Indians  ? 

Answer.  He  said  all  the  time  that  they  were  hostile  Indians,  and  was  very 
wroth  with  any  of  the  community  who  knew  anything  about  the  Indians,  who 
had  been  in  the  country  a  long  while,  who  knew  something  about  Black  Kettle 
and  White  Antelope,  and  who  denominated  them  fiiendly  Indians,  and  who 
differed  with  him  as  to  the  policy  of  bringing  those  Indians  down  upon  us  at 
that  time.  He  was  very  wroth  with  me  particularly,  and  one  or  two  others; 
and  I  suppose  that  was  what  brought  forth  the  remarks  that  he  naade. 

Question.  What  was  his  policy  1 
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Auswer,  To  esterminate  the  Indiaus. 

Question.  To  kill  them  all  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  should  judge  so  ;  and  that  seemed  to  be  quite  a  popular 
notion  too. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  means  of  knowing  the  reputation  of  Black 
Kettle  and  White  Antelope? 

Answer,  We  have  always  regarded  Black  Kettle' and  White  Antelope  as 
tlie  special  friends  of  the  white  man  ever  since  I  have  been  in  the  countiy. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  acts  of  hostility  committed  by  them,  or  with 
their  consent  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  any  acts  of  hostility  attributed  to  them  by  any 
one  i 

Answer,  No,  sir. 
By  Mr.  Gooch: 

Question.  Is  there  a  general  feeling  among  the  whites  there  in.  favor  of  the 
extermination  of  the  Indiana-? 

Answer.  That  feeling  prevails  in  all  new  eountrie?  where  the  Indians  have 
committed  any  depredations.  And  most  especmlly  will  people  fly  off  the  bandls 
in  that  way  when  you  exhibit  the  corpse  of  some  one  who  has  been  murdeied 
by  the  Indiana.  When  they  come  to  their  aobei  st-uses  thej  teflect  that  the 
Indians  have  feelings  as  well  as  we  have,  and  iie  entitled  tj  ceitain  iighti, 
which,  by  the  by,  they  never  get. 

Question.  Had  there  been  any  such  acts  committed  hj  the  Indians  at  thit 

Answer.  No,  air;  not  for  montha.  But  la"*!  summei  there  were  p'^hihitions 
that  were  horrid  to  tell,  and  there  were  ternble  imprudences  m  consequence 
Persons  killed  thiity  or  forty  miles  off  were  bionght  mf>  Denver  ani  exhibited 
there. 

Question.  There  had  been  nothing  of  that  kind  for  some  time  previous  to 
this  attack  by  Colonel  Ohiviagton  1 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  motive  which  actuated  Colonel  Ohivington  in 
making  this  attack  1 

Answer.  It  may  be  invidious  in  me  to  give  my  idea  of  hia  motive.  I  was 
entirely  satisfied  that  his  motive  was  not  a  good  and  virtuous  one — so  much  so, 
that  when  I  waa  where  he  stopped  hia  command  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Judge  Ben- 
nett, giving  him  my  views  about  the  matter,  and  telling  him  what  I  thought  was 
hia  object.  We  regarded  those  Indians  on  the  i-esei-vation  as  safe,  and  ought 
not  to  be  attacked.  That  opinion,  perhaps,  waa  not  shared  by  the  community, 
though  I  presume  the  great  majority  of  the  command  were  awai'e  of  the  Indians 
tbey  were  going  to  kill. 

Queation,  If  you  have  no  objection,  I  would  like  you  to  state  what  you 
think  was  hie  motive. 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  hope  of  promotion.  He  had  i-ead  of  Kit  Carson, 
General  Harney,  and  others,  who  had  become  noted  for  their  Indian  fighting,  I 
have  no  objection  to  state  that. 

Mr.  Gooch,  The  reason  why  I  ask  these  questionB  is,  that  this  attack  seems 
to  us  to  be  of  such  a  character  that  we  are  anxious  to  ascertain,  if  possible, 
■what  could  have  been  the  motive  which  actuated  an  officer  to  make  such  an 
attack  under  the  circumstances. 

The  witness.  I  have  no  doubt  that  what  I  have  stated  was  one  motive. 
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Papei's  submitted  hy  Hon.  H.  P.  Bennei,  delegate  in  Congress  fiom  Colorado 
Territory. 

Washinqton  City,  March  20,  1865. 

SiB  :  I  am  cnnipdled  to  leave  to-night  for  New  York,  to  be  gone  several  days, 
aii'l  it  will  Jikely  l>e  impossibJe  for  me  to  appear  before  the  committee  at  all. 
But,  as  you  reijnested,  I  will  funiish  the  committee  with  such  of&cial  and  nn- 
official  documents  as  I  Lave  touching  upon  the  "  Sand  creek  affair." 

Herewith  enclosed  please  find  the  official  reports  of  all  the  principal  officers 
engaged  in  the  transaction;  also,  a  copy  of  Goyernor  Evans's  proclamation,  after 
ivhich  the  one-hundred- day  regiment  was  raised;  also,  some  slips  cut  from  the 
"Rocky  Mountain  News,"  the  organ  of  Governor  Evans,  and  edited  hy  the 
postmaster  at  Denver;  also,  find  an  extract  from  Secretary  Elbert's  message 
made  to  the  legislature  and  published  in  the  "Kocky  Mountain  News."  All 
the  foref^oing  papera  I  believe  to  be  genuine  copies  of  what  they  purport  to  be. 
Very  respectfully, 

n.  P.  BENNET. 

Hon.  Mr.  Goocii. 


Proclamation  hij  Govei-nor  Eeans,  of  Colorado  Tfi-rilorij. 
PEOCLAMATION. 

Having  sent  special  messengers  to  the  Indians  of  the  plains,  directing  the 
friendly  to  rendezvous  at  Fort  Lyon,  Fort  Lamed,  Eort  Laramie,  aad  Camp 
Collins  for  safety  and  protection,  warning  them  that  all  hostile  Indians  would 
be  pursued  and  destroyed,  and  the  last  of  said  messengers  having  now  returned, 
and  the  evidence  being  conclusive  that  most  of  the  Indian  tribes  of  the  plains 
aie  at  war  and  hostile  to  tie  whites,  and  having  to  the  utmost  of  my  ability 
endeavored  lo  induce  all  of  the  Indians  of  the  plains  to  come  \x>  said  places 
of  rendezvous,  promising  them  subsistence  and  protection,  which,  with  a  few 
esceptions,  they  have  refusedto  do  ; 

Now,  therefore,  I,  John  Evans,  governor  of  Colorado  TeiTitory,  do  issue  this 
my  proclamation,  authorizing  all  citizens  of  Colorado,  either  individually  or  in 
such  parties  as  fhey  may  organize,  to  go  in  pursuit  of  all  hostile  Indians  on  the 
plains,  acrnpulously  avoiding  those  who  have  responded  to  my  said  call  to 
rendeavous  at  the  points  indicated;  also,  to  kill  and  destroy,  ^  enemies  of  the 
country,  wherever  they  may  be  found,  all  such  hostile  Indians.  And  further,  as 
the  only  reward  I  am  authorized  to  offer  for  such  services,  I  hereby  empower 
such  citizens,  or  paities  of  citizens,  to  take  captive,  and  hold  to  their  own  private 
use  and  benefit,  all  the  property  of  said  hostile  Indians  that  they  may  capture, 
and  to  receive  for  all  stolen  property  recovered  from  said  Indians  such  reward 
as  may  be  deemed  proper  and  just  therefor. 

I  farther  offer  to  all  such  parties  as  will  organize  under  the  militia  law  of  the 
Territory  for  the  purpose  to  furnish  them  ai'ms  and  ammunition,  and  to  present 
their  accounts  for  pay  as  regular  soldiers  for  themselves,  their  horses,  their  sub- 
sistence, and  transportation,  to  Congress,  under  the  assurance  of  the  department 
commander  that  they  will  be  paid. 

The  conflict  is  upon  us,  and  all  good  citizens  are  called  upon  to  do  their  duty 
foi'  the  defence  of  their  homes  and  families. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  great  seal 

of  the  Territory  of  Colorado  to  be  affixed  this  11th  day  of  Aiigust,  A.  I>.  1864. 

[SEAL.]  JOHN  EVANS. 

By  the  governor : 

S.  H.  Elbert,  Secretary  of  Colorado  Territory.  f  -»  ~i  il  ^ 
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Fi7-st  report  of  Colonel  O/dmngton. 

Headquartegs  District  of  Colokauo, 
In  the  field,  on  Big  Bend  of  Sandy  Greek,  Col.  Ter.,  Nov.  S9,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  not  the  time  to  give  you  a  detmled  history  of  our  engftgement  of 
to-day,  or  to  meBtion  those  officers  and  men  who  dietiagnished  themselvea  in 
one  of  the  most  bloody  Indian  battles  ever  fought  ou  these  plains.  You  will 
flad  enclosed  the  report  of  my  surgeon  in  charge,  which  will  bring  to  many 
anxious  friends  the  sad  fate  of  loved  ones  who  are  and  have  been  risking 
everything  to  avenge  the  horrid  deeds  of  those  savages  we  have  so  severely 
handled.  We  made  a  foi-eed  march  of  forty  miles,  and  surprised,  at  bi'eak  of 
day,  one  of  the  moat  powerful  villages  of  the  Cheyenne  nation,  and  captured 
over  five  hundred  animals ;  killing  the  celebrated  chiefs  One  Eye,  White  An- 
telope, Knock  Kno,  Black  Eettle,  and  Little  Robe,  with  about  five  hundred  of 
their  people,  destroying  all  their  lodges  and  equipage,  making  almost  an  aniii- 
hilatioa  of  the  entire  tribe, 

I  shall  leave  here,  as  soon  as  I  can  see  our  wounded  safely  on  the  way  to  the 
hospital  at  Fort  Lyon,  for  the  villages  of  the  Sious,  which  are  reported  about 
eighty  miles  from  here,  on  the  Smoky  Hill,  and  three  thousand  strong;  so  look 
out  for  more  fighting,  I  will  state,  for  the  consideration  of  gentlemen  who  ai'e 
opposed  to  fighting  these  red  scoundrels,  that  I  was  shown,  by  my  chief  surgeon, 
the  scalp  of  a  white  man  taken  from  the  lodge  of  one  of  the  chiefs,  which  coald 
not  have  been  more  than  two  or  tliree  days  taken ;  and  I  conld  mention  many 
more  things  to  show  how  these  Indians,  who  have  been  drawing  government 
rations  at  Fort  Lyon,  ai-e  and  have  bteu  acting. 
Vei-y  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  OHIVINGTON, 
Col.  Vomd'g  Colorado  Expedition  against  Indians  on  Plains. 
Chas.  Whegi.br,  a.  a.  a.  G., 

Eeadq^uartcrs  District  of  Colorado,  Denver. 


Second  report  of  Colonel  Chivington. 

Headquarteks  District  of  Colorado, 

Denver,  C.  T.,  December  16,  1S64. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  report  of  operations  of 
the  Indian  expedition  ander  my  command,  of  which  brief  notice  was  given  yoii 
by  my  telegram  of  November  29,  1864: 

Having  ascertained  that  the  hostile  Indiana  had  proceeded  south  from  the 
Platte,  and  were  almost  within  striking  distance  of  Fort  Lyon,  I  ordered  Colonel 
Greo.  L.  Shoup,  3d  regiment  Colorado  volunteer  cavalry,  (lOO-day  sei-vice,) 
to  proceed  with  the  mounted  men  of  his  regiment  in  that  direction. 

On  the  20th  of  November  I  left  Denver  and  Booneville,  C.  T.  ;  on  the  24th  of 
November  joined  and  took  command  in  person  of  the  expedition  which  had 
been  increased  by  a  battalion  of  the  1st  cavalry  of  Colorado,  consisting  of  de- 
tachments of  companies  C,  E  and  H.  1  proceeded  with  tlie  utmost  caution 
down  the  Arkansas  river,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  SSth  instant  arrived  at  Fort 
Lyon,  to  the  snrprise  of  the  garrison  of  that  post.  On  the  same  morning  I  re- 
sumed my  march,  being  joined  by  Major  Scott  J.  Anthony,  1st  cavalry  of  Col- 
orado, with  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  men  of  said  regiment,  consisting  of 
detachments  of  companies  D,  G  and  H,  with  two  howitzers.     The  command 
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tlien  proceeded  u\  a  northeasterly  direction,  travelling  all  night,  and  at  daylight 
of  the  29th  November  striking  Sand  creek  about  forty  (40)  miles  from  Fort 
Lyon. 

Here  was  discovered  an  Indian  villageof  one  hundred  and  thirty  (130)  lodges, 
composed  of  Black  Kettle's  hand  of  Cheycnnes  and  eight  (S)  lodges  of  Arapahoea, 
with  Left  Hand,  My  liae  of  hattle  was  formed  with  Lieutenant  Wilsoa'a  bat- 
talion of  the  1st  regiment,  numbering  about  125  men,  on  the  right,  Colonel 
Shoiip's.Sd  regiment,  numbering  about  4S0  men,  in  the  centre,  and  Major  An- 
thony's battatiott,  oumbering  125  mea,  let  regiment,  on  the  left. 

The  attack  ivaB  immediately  made  upoa  the  Indian's  camp  by  Lieutenant 
Wilson,  who  dashed  forward,  cutting  the  enemy  off  from  their  herd,  and  driv- 
ing them  out  of  their  camp,  which  was  subsequently  desti-oyed. 

The  Indians,  numbering  from  900  to  1,000,  though  taken  by  surprise,  speed- 
ily rallied  and  formed  a  line  of  battle  across  the  creek,  about  three-fourths  of  a 
mile  above  the  village,  stubbornly  contesting  every  icch  of  g    u  d 

The  commands  of  Colonel  Shoup  and  Major  Anthony  p  d  aj  dlyfrward 
and  attacked  the  enemy  sharply,  and  the  engagement  bee  m     s;  n      I  con- 

stantly driving  the  Indians,  who  fell  back  from  one  posit  to  an  h  r  five 
miles,  aad  finally  abandoned  resistance  and  dispersed  in  all  d  n     nd  were 

pursued  by  my  troops  until  nightfall. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  state  that  I  p  d  n  p  onera. 
Between  five  and  six  hundred  Indiana  were  left  dead  upon  the  field.  About 
five  hundred  and  fifty  ponies,  mules  and  horses  were  captured,  and  all  their 
pdgea  were  destroyed,  the  contents  of  which  has  served  to  supply  the  command 
with  an  abundance  of  trophies,  comprising  the  paraphernalia  of  Indian  warfare 
and  life.  My  loss  was  eight  (S)  killed  on  the  field  and  forty  (40)  wounded,  of 
which  two  have  since  died.  Of  the  conduct  of  the  3d  regiment  (100-day  sei'- 
vice)  I  have  to  say  that  they  well  sust-ained  the  reputation  of  our  Colorado 
troops  for  bravery  and  effectiveness ;  were  well  commaaded  by  their  gallant 
young  Colonel,  Geo.  L.  Shoup,  ably  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  L,  L.  Bow- 
en,  Major  Hal  Sayi-  and  Captain  Theodore  G.  Cree,  commanding  1st,  2d  and  3d 
battulious  of  that  regiment 

Of  the  conduct  of  tlie  two  battalions  of  the  1st  regiment  I  have  but  to  remark 
that  they  sustained  their  reputation  as  second  to  none,  and  were  ably  handled 
by  their  commanders.  Major  Anthony,  Lieutenant  Wilson  and  Lieutenant  Clark 
Bunn,  upon  whom  the  command  devolved  after  the  disability  of  Lieutenant 
Wilson  from  wounds  received. 

Night  coming  on,  the  pursuit  of  the  flying  Indians  was  of  necessity  abandoned, 
and  my  command  encamped  within  sight  of  the  field. 

On  the  1st  instant,  having  sent  the  wounded  and  dead  to  Fort  Lyon,  the  first 
to  be  cared  for,  and  the  latter  to  be  buried  upon  our  own  soil.  I  resumed  the 
pursuit  in  the  direction  of  Camp  Wynkoop  on  the  Arkansas  river,  marching  all 
night  of  the  3d  and  4th  instant,  in  hopes  of  overtaking  a  large  encampment  of 
Arapahoes  and  Oheyennea,  luider  Little  Eaven,  but  the  enemy  had  been  apprized 
of  my  advance,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant,  at  3  o'clock,  precipitately 
broke  camp  and  8ed.  My  stock  was  eshauated.  For  one  hundred  miles  the 
anow  had  been  two  feet  deep,  and  for  the  previous  fifteen  days — excepting  on 
November  29  and  30 — the  marches  had  been  forced  and  incessant. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  the  fact  of  the  time  of  the  3d  regiment  being 
nearly  out,  I  determined  for  the  present  to  relinquish  the  pursuit. 

Of  the  effect  of  the  punishment  sustained  bythelndiansyoE  will  be  the  judge. 
Their  chiefs  Black  Kettle,  Whit«  Antelope,  One  Eye,  Knock  Knee,  and  Little 
Robe,  were  numbered  with  the  killed  and  their  bands  almost  annihilated.  I  was 
shown  the  scalp  of  a  white  man,  found  in  one  of  the  lodges,  which  could  not 
have  been  taken  more  than  two  or  tliree  days  previous.  For  full  particulars  and 
reports  of  the  several  commanders  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  following  copies 
Partvi 4  il,> 
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herewith  enclosed,  of  Colonel  George  L.  Sloup,  3(1  regiment,  December  G,  1864; 
Colonel  Sliorsp,  3d  regiment,  December  7,  1864;  Ooloncl  L,  L,  Bowen,  3d  regi- 
ment, November  30,  1864;  Major  Hal  Sayr,  3d  regimeut,  December  6,  1864; 
Captain  Theodore  G.  Cree,  3d  regiment,  December  6,  1864;  Major  Scott  J. 
Authoay,  lat  regiment,  December  1,  1864;  Lieutenant  Clark  Dunn,  1st  regi- 
ment, November  30,  1864;  Lieutenant  J.  J.  Kennedy,  November  30,  1864. 

If  all  the  companiea  of  the  lat  cavalry  of  Colorado  aad  the  11th  Ohio  vol- 
unteer cavalry,  stationed  at  camps  and  post*  near  here,  were  ordered  to  report 
to  me,  I  could  organize  a  campaiga,  which,  iu  «iy  judgment,  would  effectuJilly 
lid  the  country  between  the  Platte  and  Arkansas  rivers  of  these  red  rebels. 

I  woald  respectfully  request  to  he  informed,  if  another  campaign  should  be 
authorized  fi'om  here,  whether'  I  could  employ  one  or  two  buudred  friendly  If  tea, 
(Indians,)  furnishing  them  subsistence,  arms  and  ammunition  for  the  campaign. 

I  am,  genera],  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  CHIVINGTON, 
Col,  IH  Cavalry  of  Colorado,  Commanding  District  of  Colorado. 


First  repmt  of  Colonel  Shovp. 

HEADauARTERS  Third  Colorado  Cavalry, 
Infield,  100  fmlea  below  Foil  Lyon,  December  6,  1864, 

Captain  :  In  answer  to  your  communicatioa  of  this  date,  asking  me  to  cou- 
ault  with  the  officers  of  my  regiment,  and  report  then  opinion  as  to  the  propriety 
and  willingness  of  themselves  and  the  enlisted  men  under  ray  command  to  con- 
tinue this  expedition  against  the  Indians  to  the  Smoky  Hill  and  Eepublicau,  I 
have  to  say — 

My  "officers  and  men"  will  obey  orders  ind  go  to  the  Smoky  Hill  and  Re- 
publican, if  the  colonel  commanding,  after  due  dehberation,  will  bo  order.  How- 
ever, they  are  nearly  all  of  the  opinion,  {the  officeis,)  that  an  expedition  to  the 
above  named  atreams  at  present  must  fail.  This  opinion  is  based  upon  the 
fact  that  their  horses  are  worn  out,  and  ia  an  unserviceable  condition;  most  of 
the  animals  woald  fail  on  the  first  forced  march. 

They  are  of  the  further  opinion  that  many  of  these  meuwill  re-enlist  to  pros- 
ecute tiiiB  campaign  if  we  meet  with  no  reverse  and  the  men  are  not  woim  out 
and  disheartened  in  a  fmitlesa  march  juat  before  the  expiration  of  their  term  of 
enlistment. 

AH  the  above  is  fully  indorsed  by  me;  and  while  I  am  more  than  eager  to 
duplicate  the  great  victory  of  Hovember  29, 1  tliink  an  espedition  to  the  Smoky 
Hill  and  fiepublican,  considering  the  worn-out  condition  of  my  horses,  would 
prove  more  of  a  disaster  than  a  success,  at  present;  the  failure  of  which  would 
so  dishearten  my  men,  that  no  inducement  could  be  held  out  that  would 
cause  them  to  rc-onlist.  All  of  which  is  moat  respectfully  submitted, 
GEOEGE  L.  SHOUP, 

Colonel  Zd  Colorad,o  Cavalry. 

CapUia  J.  8.  Maynard, 

A.  A.  A.  General,  District  of  Colorado,  in  Oie  field. 


Second  report  of  Colonel  Bhrnip. 

Hkauqoarters  District  of  Colorado, 

In  the  field,  December  7,  1864. 
DeahStr:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  pai-t  taken  by  my  regiment,  3d 
Colorado  cavalry,  in  tie  engagement  with  the  Indians  on  Sand  creek,  forty  (40) 
miles  north  of  Fort  Lyon,  Colorado  Territory,  November  29,  1864. 
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T  Lroi-tglit  my  regiment  into  action  at  sunrise.  The  first  order  given  was  to 
Captain  John  McOannon,  company  I,  to  cut  off  the  Indiana  from  their  ponies 
on.  the  aonth  side  of  the  village;  this  order  was  obeyed  with  great  celerity  and 
succeaa.  Captain  McUannon  eaptnred  about  two  hundred  (200)  ponies  at  the 
first  daah,  but  being  closely  pressed  by  hundreds  of  Indians,  sent  the  ponies  to 
the  rear,  and  opened  a  terrible  and  withering  fire  on  the  Indians,  completely 
checking  them,  killing  many,  and  causing  them  to  retreat  up  Sand  creek. 

Captain  O.  H.  P.  Baxter,  with  his  company  G,  was  sent  to  re-enforce 
Captain  McCanuon.  The  two  companies  then  fought  the  Indians  up  the  south 
side  of  the  creek  for  about  two  (3)  miles,  and  at  this  point  many  of  the  Indiana 
1<:ink  refuge  in  the  tanks  of  the  creek,  where  they  had  prepared  rifle-pitB. 
Captain  McCannon,  with  his  company,  remained  at  that  place  until  late  in  the 
afternoon,  and  was  the  last  to  leave  the  field  of  battle.  His  brave  company 
killed  twenty-six  (26)  Indians  in  one  pit,  and  must  have  kiiled  fifty  (50)  or 
more  during  the  engagement.  Company  Q,  led  by  Captain  Baxter-  and  Lieu- 
tenant Templeton,  pursued  the  demoralized  and  flying  savages  to  the  eonth  and 
west,  killing  npwards  of  twenty  Indiana.  Lieutenant  W.  E.  Grinnell,  with  a 
detachment  of  21  men  of  company  K,  fought  .during  part  of  the  engagement 
on  the  southwest  side  of  the  battle-field.  Thia  brave  little  detachment  deserve 
honorable  mention  for  their  gallant  conduct  on  the  field.  They  lost  one-fifth  of 
their  number,  killed  and  wotinded.  At  the  opening  of  the  engagement  I  led 
about  four  hundred  (400)  of  my  men  up  the  north  aide  of  the  creek  and  engaged 
the  main  body  of  the  Indiime,  who  were  retreating  to  the  west.  I  dismounted 
my  men  and  fought  them  for  aome  time  on  foot. 

At  this  point  Captain  Talbott,  of  company  M,  fell  severely  wounded,  while 
bravely  leading  his  men  iu  a  charge  on  a  body  of  Indiana  who  had  taken  refuge 
on  the  banks  on  tlie  north  side  of  the  creek.  Here  a  terrible  hand-to-hand  en- 
counter ensued  between  the  Indiana  and  Captain  Talbott's  men  and  others  who 
had  rushed  forward  to  their  aid — the  Indiana  trying  to  aecure  the  scalp  of  Cap- 
tain Talbott.  I  think  the  hardest  fighting  of  the  day  occurred  at  that  point, 
aome  of  our  men  fighting  with  clab  muakets;  the  1st  and  3d  Coloi-adoans 
fighting  side  by  side,  each  trying  to  excel  in  bravery,  and  each  ambitious  to  kill, 
at  least  one  Indian.  Many  valuable  lives  of  officers  and  men  were  saved  by  the 
bravery  of  others  just  as  the  fatal  knife  was  raised  to  perform  its  work  of  death. 
Early  in  the  engagement,  Captain  Niekols,  with  his  company  D,  pursued  a. 
hand  of  Indians  that  were  trying  to  escape  to  the  northeast;  he  overtook  and. 
punished  them  severely,  killing  twenty-five  or  thirty  aai  captured  some  ponies. 

Other  companies  of  my  regiment  fought  with  zeal  and  bravery,  but  after  10- 
o'clock  a.  m.  the  battle  became  so  general  and  covered  ao  wide  a  field -that  it 
became  necessary  to  divide  my  command  into  small  detachments,  sending  them 
in  all  directions  to  pureue  tlie  flying  Indians. 

I  am  told  by  my  officers  and  men  that  aome  of  their  comrades  engaged  the 
Indians  in  close  combat.  I  am  satisfied,  from  my  own  observation,  that  the 
historian  will  search  in  vain  for  braver  deeds  than  were  committed  on  that  field 
of  battle. 

My  loss  ia  nine  (9)  men  killed,  one  missing,  auppoaed  to  be  killed,  and  forty- 
four  (44)  wounded. 

Capt^n  Presley  Talbott  and  Lieutenant  0.  H.  Hawley  ai^e  the  only  officers 
wounded  of  my  regiment ;  Captain  Talbott  in  left  side,  and  Lieutenant  Hawley 
in  shoulder. 

Enclosed  herewith  you  will  find  copy  of  the  reports  of  my  battalion  com- 
manders to  me.     Aell  of  which  ia  moat  respectfully  submitted. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOKGE  L.  SHOUP, 

Colonel  ^d  Colorado  Cavalri/. 

Colonel  J.  M.  ChiVingtox,  Commanding  Didrict  of  Colorado.  f""(^nolp 
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Report  of  lAeutenant  Colonel  Bowen. 

Sasdv  Creek,  November'  30,  1864. 
SiH  :  I  have  tL.e  honor  to  enclose  yon  the  reports  of  the  company  commanders 
of  the  fiiat  battalion,  commanded  by  myself,  in  tlie  action  of  yesterday.  1  fnily 
iudoi-ae  all  contained  in  these  reports ;  all  behaved  well,  each  vieing  widi  the  other 
aa  to  who  eonld  do  the  enemy  the  moat  injury.  This,  I  think,  can  tmly  be  said 
of  the  whole  regiment.  I  was  in  position  during  the  action  to  see  most  of  the 
regiment,  and  did  not  see  one  coward.  Permit  me  to  congratulate  yon  upon 
the  signal  puuishment  meted  out  to  the  savages  on  yesterday,  "who  so  ruth- 
lessly have  murdered  our  women  and  children,"  ia  the  language  of  the  colonel 
commanding,  although  I  regret  the  loss  of  so  many  brave  meu.  The  third 
regiment  cannot  any  longer  be  called  the  "bloodless  third." 

From  the  most  reliable  information,  from  actual  count  and  positions  occupied, 
I  have  no  douht  that  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty  Indiana  were  killed  by 
my  battalioQ. 

I  cannot  apeak  in  terms  of  too  high  praise  of  all  the  officers  and  men  under 
my  command. 

The  war  flag  of  this  band  of  Cheyennes  is  in  my  possession,  presented  by 
Stephen  Decatur,  commissary  sergeant  of  company  C,  who  acted  as  my 
battalion  adjutant. 

Very  respectfully, 

LEAVITT  L.  BOWES, 
Lieut.  Col.  Zd  Colorado  Cavalry,  Commanding  1st  Battalion. 
Colonel  Ueobgb  L.  Shouf, 

Third  Regiment  Colorado  Cavalry, 


Report  of  Major  Sayr. 

Camp ,  Decemher  6,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
my  battalion  in  the  action  of  November  29,  on  Sand  creek.  The  battalion 
consisted  of  company  B,  Captain  H.  M.  Orahood,  First  Lieutenant  Chai'les  H. 
Hawley,  Second  Lieutenant  Harry  Richmond,  and  sixty-four  men;  company  I, 
Captain,TohnMcCannon,FiratLieutenant  Thomas  J.  Davis,  and  fifty- three  men; 
company  G-,  Captain  0.  H.  P.  Baxter,  Second  Lieutenant  A.  J.  Templeton,  and 
forty  men;  company  K,  Lieutenant  W.  E.  Grinnell,  and  twenty-one  men; 
making  a  total  of  178  men.  Company  I  was  sent  at  the  beginning  of  the 
action  to  the  west  of  the  field,  where  diey  remained  during  the  day,  much  of 
the  time  sustaining  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  who  were  secreted  under  a 
high  bank,  on  the  south  side  of  Sand  creek.  This  company  did  good  service 
in.  preventing  the  escape  of  the  Indians  to  the  west.  Companies  B,  G,  and 
K,  moved  across  the  creek  and  went  into  tlie  action  on  the  north  aide  of  the 
creek'  and  west  of  the  Indian  town,  where  they  remained  for  several  hours, 
doing  good  service,  while  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  who  were  con- 
cealed in  rifle-pits  in  the  bed  of  the  creek. 

The  action  became  general,  and  lasted  from  6.30  a.  m.  until  1  p.  m.,  when  the 
companies  divided  into  small  squads  and  went  in  pursuit  of  the  Indiana,  who 
were  now  flying  ia  every  direction  across  the  plains,  and  were  pursued  until 

Both  officers  and  men  conducted  themselves  bravely.  The  number  of  Indians 
killed  by  the  battalion,  as  estimated  by  company  commanders,  is  about  175  to 
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200.  Company  B,  Lieutenant  Hawley,  woTindetl  in  shoulder;  priyate  Mavrion 
wounded  ia  thigh;  company  I,  thi-ee  killed  and  three  wounded;  company  G. 
none  killed  or  wounded;  company  K,  two  killed  and  two  wounded  ;  making  a 
total  of  five  killed  and  seven  wounded. 

Hoping  the  above  will  meet  your  approval,  I  am,  colonel,  veiyreepeetfdly,  &e., 

HAL.  SAYR, 
Major  Commanding  2d  Battalion,,  3d  Colorado  Cavalry. 
Colonel  George  L.  Shoup, 

Commanding  TIdri  Colorado  Cavalry. 


Report  of  Captain  0)-e.e. 

Camp  Skudaddlk,  December  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  part  taken  by  the  third  battalion 
in  the  fight  of  the  29th  of  November.  TheJ-  first  formed  on  the  left  of  the  regi- 
ment, in  the  rear  of  the  village,  then  removed  upon  the  right  bank  of  the  creek, 
near  one-half  mile;  there  dismounted  and  fought  the  red-skins  about  an  hour, 
where  the  boys  behaved  like  veterans. 

After  finding  that  we  had  done  all  the  good  that  we  could  do  there,  removed 
■companies  D  aridE,  (companyF  having  gone  with  Colonel  Boweu's  battalion,) 
and  moved  to  the  right,  across  the  hill,  for  the  purpose  of  killing  Indians  that 
were  making  their  escape  to  the  right  of  the  command,  in  which  movement  we 
succeeded  in  killing  many.  I  thenmadeadetailfromcompanyD,  of  fifteen  (15) 
men,  and  sent  them  to  capture  some  twenty  (20)  ponies,  which  I  could  see  some 
four  (4)  mjli^  to  the  right  of  the  village;  bat  before  they  reached  the  pedes 
some  twenty  Indians  attacked  them,  when  a  fierce  fight  ensued,  in  which  private 
McFarland  was  killed  in  a  hand-to-hand  engagement;  but,  like  trae  soldiers, 
they  stood  their  grourjd,  Jcilling  five  (5)  Indians,  and  wounding  several  others. 

The  Indians  finding  it  rather  warm  to  be  healthy,  left.  The  boya  pursued 
tliem  some  eight  or  ten  miles,  and  finding  that  they  could  not  overtake  them, 
returned,  bringing  with  them  the  ponies  they  wei-e  sent  for.  I  then  returned 
with  the  command  to  tlie  village  to  take  care  of  their  killed  and  woanded  com- 
panions. 

Company  E  lost  one  killed  and  one  wounded ;  company  D,  two  killed  and 
one  woanded. 

A,a  for  the  bravery  displayed  by  any  one  in  particular,  I  have  no  distinctions 
to  make.  All  I  can  say  for  ofScere  and  men  is,  that  they  all  behaved  well,  and 
won  for  themselves  a  name  that  will  be  remembered  for  agca  to  come. 

The  number  of  Indians  killed  by  my  battalion  is  sixty  (60.) 
I  am,  colonel,  yours  traly, 

T.  G.  CSEE, 
Captain  Commanding  3d  Battalion,  3d.Golorado  Cavalry. 

Colonel  GEOiitiE  L.  Seour. 


Report  of  Major  Anthony. 

HeADdUARTEGS,  IN  THE  FlELD, 

Battalion  First  Colorado  Cavalry,  Dece^nher  1,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  Fort  Lyon,  Colorado  Territory, 
with  detachments  from  companies  D,  G,  and  H,  Ist  Colorado  cavalry,  number- 
ing one  hundred  and  twenty-five  men,  and  two  howitzers,  and  joined  Colonel 
Chivington's  brigade  one  mile  below  Fort  Lyon,  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  November 
28,  and  proceeded  with  his  command,  on  Indian  expedition,  in  a  nort.boastfrly 
direction,  striking  Sand  creek  at  daylight  of  the  29th  November,  forty  miles  from 
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Fort  Lyon,  when  we  came  opoii  a  herd  of  Indian  horses,  and  I  was  sent  for- 
ward with  my  battalion  to  eaptnie  stock.  After  proceeding  about  one  mile  we 
came  in  sight  of  an  Indian  camp,  some  two  miles  fnrther.  I  immediately  sent 
word  to  the  colonel  commanding  that  an  Indian  camp  was  iii  sight,  and  pro- 
ceeded with  my  command  in  the  diiectiou  of  the  camp,  which  I  reached  just 
before  sunrise.  I  found  Lieutenant  Wilson,  with  a  detachment  of  1st  Colorado 
cavalry,  upon  the  right  and  south  of  the  camp,  and  Lieutenant  Dunn,  with 
a  detachment  of  the  lat  Colorado  cavaliy,  posted  npon  the  west  bank  of 
Sand  creek,  and  opposite  the  camp,  both  commands  Keeping  up  a  brisk  fire 
npnn  the  camp.  Upon  my  oearing  the  camp  upon  the  west  side  I  was  attacki'd 
by  a  small  force  of  Indiaus  posted  behind  the  bank  of  the  creek,  who  commenced 
firing  upon  me  with  arrows,  and  who  had  collected  on  the  opposite  side  of  camp. 
Colonel  Chivingtnn  coming  up  at  this  time  with  Colonel  ohoup'e  regiment,  3d 
Colorado  cavalry,  and  two  howitzers,  charged  through  the  camp,  driving  the 
Indians  completely  out  of  their  camp  and  into  the  creek,  in  holes  or  rifle-pits 
dug  in  the  sand.  The  fighting  now  became  general.  The  Indians  fought 
desperately,  apparently  resolved  to  die  npon  that  ground,  hut  to  injure  na  aa 
much  as  possible  before  being  killvd.  We  fought  them  for  about  six  hours, 
along  the  creek  for  five  miles. 

The  loss  to  my  command  was  one  killed  and  three  wounded.  The  loss  to 
the  entire  command,  ten  killed  and  tbrty  wounded.  Lieutenant  Baldwin,  com- . 
manding  the  section  of  howitzers,  attached  to  my  battalion.  Lad  a  fine  private 
,  horse  shot  ftom  under  him.  Seven  horses  were  killed  from  my  command.  The 
loss  to  the  Indians  was  about  three  hundred  killed,  some  six  hundred  ponies, 
and  one  hundred  and  thirty  lodges,  with  a  large  quantity  of  hufFalo  robes,  and 
their  entire  camp  equipage.  ■ 

The  camp  proved  to  be  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  Indians,  aild  numbered 
about  1,100  persons,  under  the  leadership  of  Black  Kettle,  head  chief  of  the 
Cheyenne  tribe.     Black  Kettle  and  three  other  chiefs  were  killed. 

All  the  command  fought  well,  and  observed  all  orders  given  them.  We 
camped  npon  the  ground  occupied  by  the  Indiana  the  day  before,  destroyed 
the  entire  camp  of  the  Indians,  and  then  pushed  rapidly  in  a  sontheasterly 
direction,  in  pursuit  of  Little  Raven's  camp  of  Arapahoes,  reported  to  be  on  the 
Arkansas  river. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

SCOTT  J.  ANTHONY, 
Major  First  Colorado  Cavalry,  Commanding  Battalion. 

A.  A.  A.  General  Colonel  Obivinoton's 

Brigade,  Indian  Expedition. 


Ri'port  of  Lieutenant  Kennedy. 

Headquaeteus  Co.  0,  FiasT  Colorado  Cavalry, 

Camp,  South  Bend  of  Big  Sandy,  November-  30,  1864. 

Colonel  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  company  C, 
lat  cavalry  of  Colorado,  on  the  expedition  against  the  Cheyenne  Indians,  in 
pursuance  of  apecial  orders  fmm  headquai'tera,  district  of  Colorado,  No,  138,  of 
November  13,  1864. 

I  left  camp  Wheeler,  Colorado  Territory,  on  the  20th  of  November,  1864, 
with  forty-two  men  of  company  C,  1st  cavalry  of  Colorado,  en  route  for  Fort 
Lvon,  Colorado  Territory,  a  distance  of  two  hundred  and  forty  miles,  at  which 
pface  I  arrived  on  the  28th  of  November,  1864.  I  left  Fort  Lyon  at  eight  (8) 
o'clock  p.  m  the  same  day,  with  thirty-five  (3i>)  men  of  C  company,  under 
command  of  First  Lieutenant  Luther  Wilson,  commanding  battalion  1st  cavalry 
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of  Colorado,  inade  a  march  of  forty  milea  to  South  Bend  of  Big  Sandy,  Colorado 
Territory,  at  which  place  I  anived  a  little  after  daybreak  on.  the  moniing  of 
the  29th,  where  we  came  upon  a  large  village  of  hostile  Cheyenne  Indians, 
numbering  from  nine  hundred  to  one  thousand,  which  ws  immediately  attacked ; 
after  which  a  general  engagement  ensued,  which  lasted  until  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  in 
which  the  Indians  were  defeated  and  nearly  annihilated ;  after  which  we  re- 
turned to  the  Indian  village,  which  we  helped  to  destroy,  and  then  went  into 

I  had  one  private,  Oliver  Pieraon,  mortally  wounded,  (who  has  since  died  ;} 
two  privates,  August  Mettle  and  John  B.  Calhoun,  severely  wounded  ;  Sergeant 
M.  H.  Linnell,  saddler  Elias  South,  and  privates  C.  J.  Ballon  and  William  Boyls, 
slightly  wounded.  And  I  would  most  respectfully  acknowledge  to  the  colonel 
commanding  the  services  rendered  by  my  platoon  commandei's,  sergeant  John 
C.  Turner  and  M.  H.  Linnell,  and  recommend  them  for  their  bravery  dnring 
the  entire  engagement. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ohedient  servant, 

J.  J.  KENNEDY, 
Second  Lieat.  IH  Colorado  Caodhy,  Commanding  Co.  G. 
Colonel  J.  M.  Ohivington, 

f  Indian  Ea^edition. 


Rcj'orl  of  Lieutenant  Dunn. 

Headquarters  Oo.  E,  First  Colorado  Cavalry, 

Camp  South  Bend  of  Big  Sandy,  C.  T.,  Nouember  30,  1S64. 

CoLOMBL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  company  E;  1st 
cavalry  of  Colorado,  on  an,  expedition  against  Indiana. 

On  the  25Eh  instant  I  left  Camp  Fillmore  witli  my  company,  pnvsnant  to 
Special  Order  Ko.  3,  headquarters.  District  of  Colorado,  dated  in  the  field  No- 
vember 23,  1864.  I  joined  the  column  then  in  the  field  the  same  evening  at 
Spring  Bottom,  thirty  miles  distant.  I  continued  the  march  the  next  day  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Wilson,  commanding  battalion  of  the  1st  cavalry  of 
Colorado.  We  i-eached  Fort  Lyon,  aeventy  milee  further  down  the  Arkansas, 
on  the  S8th  instant,  about  noon.  About  7  o'clock  the  same  evening  I  started 
from  that  place  with  eighteen  men  of  my  company,  taking  three  days'  cooked 
rations  on  om'  horses,  and  travelled  in  a.  northeasterly  course.  At  daylight  we 
came  in  sight  of  a  large  village  of  hostile  Indiaaa,  Oheyennes  and  Arapahoes, 
numbering  nine  hundred  or  one  thonsand,  nearly  two  miles  north  of  as.  We 
immediatdy  proceeded  to  the  attack  by  moving  down  a  small  ravine  and 
making  a  chai-ge  on  the  village  from  the  north  side,  taking  the  Indians  com- 
pletely by  surprise.  They  rallied  immediately  and  the  engagement  became 
general,  and  lasted  till  afternoon,  when  they  were  utterly  routed  and  half  their 
number  left  dead  on  the  field. 

We  continued  the  pursuit  till  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  our  horses  being  much 
fatigued,  and  our  ammunition  nearly  exhausted,  we  returned  to  the  village, 
which  we  helped  to  destroy,  and  then  went  into  camp  for  the  night. 

I  lost  no  men  killed,  and  but  two  wounded.  Sergeant  Jackson  had  his  hip 
broken,  and  private  Mull  was  shot  through  the  leg. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ohedient  servant, 

CLARK  DUNN, 
Second  Lieut.  1st  Colorado  Cavalry,  Comm,anding  Co.  E, 

Colonel  Ohivingto.v, 
First  i 
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Editorial  articles  from  the  Rocky  Mountain   Neias,  ilie  organ  of  Governor 
Evans,  and  edited  by  Mr.  William  N.  Byers,  P.  M.at  Denver. 

THE   BATTLE   OF   SAND   CREEK. 

Among  tlie  brilliant  feats  of  arms  in  Indian  warfare,  the  recent  campaign  of 
our  Colorado  volunteers  will  ataad  in  history  with  few  rivals,  and  none  to 
exceed  it  in  final  resnlts.  We  are  not  prepared  to  write  ita  hiatory,  which  can 
only  be  done  by  Some  one  who  accompanied  the  expedition,  but  we  have  gath- 
ered from  those  who  participated  in  it,  and  from  others  who  were  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  some  fa«ts  which  will  doubtless  interest  many  of  our  readers. 

The  people  of  Colorado  are  well  aware  of  the  situation  occupied  by  the  third 
regiment  during  the  great  snow-storm  which  set  in  the  last  of  October.  Theii 
rendezvous  was  in  Bijou  Basin,  about  eighty  miles  southeast  of  this  city,  and 
close  up  nnder  the  foot  of  the  Divide.  That  point  had  been  selected  as  the  base 
for  an  Indian  campaign.  Many  of  the  companies  reached  it  after  the  storm  set 
in  ;  marching  for  days  through  the  driving,  blinding  clouds  of  snow  and  deep 
drifts.  Once  there,  they  were  exposed  for  weeks  to  an  Arctic  climate,  surrounded 
by  a  treeless  plain  covered  three  feet  deep  with  snow.  Theu'  animals  sufiiered 
for  food  and  with  cold,  and  the  men  fared  but  little  better.  They  were  insuffi- 
ciently supplied  with  tents  and  blankets,  and  theii' sufFe rings  were  intense.  At 
the  end  of  a  month  the  snow  had  settled  to  the  depth  of  two  feet,  and  the  com- 
mand set  out  upon  its  long  contemplated  march.  The  rear  guard  left  the  Basin 
on  the  23d  of  November.  Their  course  was  southeast,  crossing  the  Divide  and 
thence  heading  for  Fort  Lyon.  For  one  hundred  miles  the  snow  was  qiiite 
two  feet  in  depth,  and  for  the  next  hundred  it  ranged  from  six  to  twelve  inches. 
Beyond  that  the  ground  was  almost  bare  and  the  anew  no  longer  impeded  their 
march. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  28th  the  entire  command  i-eached  Foi-t  Lyon,  a  dis- 
tance of  tiBO  hundred  and  sixty  miles,  in  less  tlian  sia;  days,  and  ao  quietly  and 
expeditiously  had  the  march  been  made  that  the  command  at  the  fort  was  taken 
entirely  by  surprise.  When  the  vanguard  appeared  in  sight  it  was  reported 
that  a  body  of  Indians  were  approaching,  and  precautions  were  taken  for  their 
reception.  No  one  upon  the  route  was  permitted  to  goinadvaaiceof  the  column, 
and  persons  who  it  was  suspected  would  spread  the  news  of  the  advance  were 
kept  under  surveillance  until  all  danger  from  that  source  was  past. 

At  Fort  Lyon  the  force  was  strengthened  by  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  men 
of  the  first  regiment,  arid  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  command  set  ont 
for  the  Indian  village.  The  course  was  due  north,  and  their  guide  was  the 
Polar  star.  As  daylight  dawned  they  came  in  sight  of  the  Indian  camp,  after  a 
forced  midnight  march  of  forty -two  miles,  in  eight  hoars,  across  the  rough,  nn- 
broken  plain.  But  little  time  was  required  for  preparation.  The  forces  had 
been  divided  and  arranged  for  battle  on  the  march,  and  just  as  the  sua  rose 
they  dashed  upon  the  enemy  with  yells  that  would  put  a  Comanche  anay  to 
blush.  Although  utterly  surprised,  the  savages  were  not  unprepared,  and  for  a 
time  their  defence  told  terribly  against  our  ranks.  Their  main  force  rallied  and 
foimed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  blufi^s  beyond  the  creek,  where  they  were  pro- 
tected by  rudely  constructed  rifle-pita,  from  which  they  maintained  a  steady 
fire  until  the  shells  from  company  O's  (third  regiment)  howitzers  began  drop- 
ping among  them,  when  they  scattered  and  fought  each  for  himself  in  genuine 
Indian  fashion.  As  the  battle  progressed  the  field  of  cai-nage  widened  until  it 
extended  over  not  less  than  twelve  miles  of  ten'itory.  The  Indiana  who  could, 
escaped  or  secreted  themselvea,  and  by  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  carnage 
had  ceaaed.  It  waa  estimated  that  between  three  and  four  hundred  of  the 
savages  got  away  with  their  lives.     Of  the  balance  theio  ''^^"^  neither  wou^od 
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nor  prisoners.     Their  atrengtii  at  tlio  bcginniiio  of  the  action  was  estimated  at 
nine  hundred. 

Their  village  cnnaiated  of  one  hundifd  aad  thirty  Cheyenne  and  eight  Ara- 
pahoe lodges.  Theae,  with  their  contents,  were  totally  destroyed.  Amnng 
their  effects  were  lai^  aappliea  of  Sour,  augar,  coffee,  tSa,  &e.  Women's  and 
chJldren'a  clothing  were  fouad;  also  hooka  and  many  other  articles  which  must 
have  been  taken  from  captured  trains  or  hou?^.  One  white  man'a  scalp  was 
found  which  had  evidently  been  taken  but  a  few  days  before.  The  chiefs 
fonght  with  unparalleled  bravery,  falling  in  front  of  their  men.  One  of  them 
charged  aloae  against  a  force  of  two  or  three  hundred,  and  fell  pierced  with 
balls  far  in  advance  of  bis  braves. 

Our  attack  was  made  by  five  battaliona.  The  first  regiment,  Colonel  Chiv- 
ington,  part  of  companies  0,  D.  E,  G,  H  and  K,  numbering  altogether  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  was  divided  into  two  battaiioaa;  the  first  under 
command  of  Major  Anthony,  and  the  second  under  Lieutenant  Wilaon,  until  the 
latter  was  disabled;  when  the  command  devolved  upoD  Lieutenant  Dunn.  The 
three  battalions  of  the  third,  Colonel  Shonp,  were  led,  respectively,  by  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Bowen,  Major  Sayr,  and  Captain  Cree.  The  action  was  begnaby 
the  battalion  of  Lieutenant  Wilson,  who  occupied  the  right,  and  by  a  quick  and 
hold  movement  cut  off  the  enemy  from  their  herd  of  stock.  From  this  circnm- 
stanee  we  gained  our  great  advantage.  A  few  Indians  aeenred  horses,  bat  the 
great  majority  of  them  had  to  fight  or  fiy  on  foot.  Major  Anthony  was  on  the 
left,  and  the  third  in  the  centre. 

Among  the  killed  were  all  the  Cheyenne  chiefs.  Black  Kettle,  Wliite  Ante- 
lope, Little  Sobe,  Left  Hand,  Knock  Knee,  One  Eye,  and  another,  name  un- 
known. Not  a  single  prominent  man  of  the  tribe  remains,  and  the  tribe  itself 
is  almost  annihilated.  The  Arapahoes  probably  suffered  but  little.  It  has 
been  reported  that  the  chief  Left  Hand,  of  that  tribe,  waa  killed,  but  Colonel 
Chivington  is  of  the  opinion  that  he  was  not,  Amnng  the  stock  captured  were  . 
a  number-  of  government  horses  aad  mules,  inclading  the  twenty  or  thirty 
stolen  from  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Chase  at  Jimmy's  camp  laat  aummer. 

The  Indian  camp  was  well  supplied  with  defensive  works.  For  half  a  mile 
along  the  creek  there  was  an  almost  continuous  chain  of  rifle-pita,  and  another 
similar  line  of  works  crowned  the  adjacent  bluff.  Pits  had  been  dug  at  all  the 
salient  points  for  miles.  After  the  battle  twenty-three  dead  Indians  were  taken 
from  one  of  these  pits  and  twenty-seven  from  another. 

Whether  viewed  as  a  marcher  as  a  battle,  the  exploit  has  few,  if  any,  paral- 
lels. A  march  of  360  miles  in  hut  a  fraction  more  than  five  days,  with  deep 
snow,  scanty  forage,  and  no  road,  is  a  remarkable  feat,  whilst  the  utter  surprise 
of  a  large  Indian  village  is  unprecedented.  In  no  single  battle  in  North 
America,  we  believe,  have  so  many  Indians  been  slain. 

It  is  said  that  a  short  time  before  the  command  reached  the  scene  of  battle 
an  old  squaw  partially  alarmed  the  village  by  reporting  that  a  gi-eat  heard  of 
buffalo  wei-e  coming.  She  heard  the  rumbling  of  the  artillery  and  tramp  of  the 
moving  aqaadrons,  htit  her  people  doubted.  In  a  little  time  the  doubt  was  dis- 
pelled, but  not  by  buffaloes. 

A  thousand  incidents  of  individual  daring  and  the  passing  events  of  the  day 
might  he  told,  but  space  forbids.  We  leave  the  task  for  eye-witnesses  to 
chronicle.  All  acc[uitted  themselves  well,  and  Colorado  soldiers  have  again 
covered  themselves  with  glory. 


The  issue  of  yestei-day's  News,  containing  tlie  following  despatch,  created 
considerable  of  a  sensation  in  this  city,  particularly  among  the  Thirdsters  and 
others  who  participated  ia  tho  recent  campaign  atid  the  battle  on  Sand  creek  : 
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"Washington,  Decemher  SO,  1864. 

"  The  affair  at  Fort  Lyon,  Colorado,  in  which  Colonel  Chivington  destroyed 
a  large  Indian  village,  and  all  its  inhabitants,  is  to  be  made  the  subject  of  con- 
gveasional  investigatioif.  Letters  received  from  high  officials  in  Colorado  say 
that  the  Indians  were  killed  after  smreadeiing,  aad  that  a  large  proportion  of 
them  were  women  and  children." 

Indignation  was  loudly  and  unequivocally  expressed,  and  some  less  consid- 
erate ot  the  boys  were  very  persistent  in  their  inquiries  as  to  who  those  "  high 
officials"  weie,  with  a  mild  intimation  that  they  had  half  a  mind  to  ''  go  for 
tbem."  This  talk  about  "friendly  Indiana"  and  a  "  surrendered"  village  will 
do  to  "  tell  to  marines,"  bat  to  us  out  here  it  is  all  bosh. 

The  confeme.i  murderers  of  the  Hungate  family — a  man  and  wife  aad  their 
two  little  babes,  whose  scalped  and  mutilated  remains  were  seen  hy  all  our 
citizens — were  "friendly  Indiana,"  we  suppose,  in  the  eyes  of  these  "high 
officials."     They  fell  in  the  Sand  creek  battle. 

The  confessed  participants  in  a  score  of  other  murders  of  peseefiil  settlers 
and  inoffensive  travellers  upon  our  borders  and  along  out  roads  in  the  past  six 
months  must  have  \t?:e,njriendly,  or  else  the  "high  officials"  wouldn't  say  so. 

The  band  of  maraudei-s  in  whose  possession  were  found  scores  of  horses  and 
mules  stolen  from  government  and  from  individuals ;  wagon  loads  of  flour, 
coffee,  sugar  and  tea,  and  rolls  of  broad  cloth,  calico,  books,  &c ,  robbed  from 
freighters  and  emigrants  on  the  plains ;  underclothes  of  white  women  and 
children,  stripped  from  their  murdered  victims,  were  probably  peaceably  dis- 
posed toward  tome  of  those  "  high  officials,"  but  the  mass  of  our  people  "  can't 
Bee  it." 

Probably  those  scalps  of  white  men,  women  and  children,  one  of  them  fiesh, 
not  three  days  taken,  found  drying  in  their  lodges,  were  taken  in  a,  fiimiMy, 
playful  manner;  orpossibly  those  Indian  saddle-blankets  trimmed  with  the  seaipa 
of  white  women,  and  with  braids  and  fringes  of  their  hair,  were  kept  simply  as 
mementoes  of  their  owners'  high  affection  for  the  pale  face.  At  any  rate,  these 
delicate  and  tasteful  ornaments  could  not  Lave  been  taken  from  the  heads  of  the 
wives,  sisters  or  daughters  of  these  "high  officials." 

That  "surrendering"  must  have  been  the  happy  thought  of  an  exceedingly 
vivid  imagination,  for  we  can  hear  of  nothing  of  the  kind  from  any  of  those  who 
were  engaged  in  the  battle.  On  the  contrary,  the  savages  fought  like  devils  to 
the  end,  and  one  of  our  pickets  was  killed  and  scalped  by  tliem  the  nest  day 
after  the  battle,  and  a  number  of  others  were  fired  upon.  In  one  instance  a 
party  of  the  vidette  pickets  were  compelled  to  beat  a  hasty  retreat  to  save  their 
lives,  full  twenty-four  hours  after  the  cattle  closed.  This  does  not  look  much 
like  the  Indians  had  sorrendered. 

But  we  ai-e  not  sure  that  an  investigation  may  not  be  a  good  thing.  It  should 
go  back  of  the  "affair  at  Fort  Lyon,"  as  they  are  pleased  to  term  it  down  east, 
however,  and  let  the  world  know  who  were  making  money  by  keeping  those 
Indians  under  the  sheltering  protection  of  Fort  Lyon ;  learn  who  was  interested 
in  systematically  representing  that  the  Indians  were  friendly  aad  wanted  peace. 
It  is  unquestioned  and  undenied  that  the  site  of  the  Sand  creek  battle  was  the 
rendezvous  of  the  thieving  and  marauding  hands  of  savages  who  roamed  over 
this  country  last  summer  and  fall,  and  it  is  shrewdly  suspected  that  somebody 
was  all  the  time  making  a  very  good  thing  out  of  it.  By  all  means  let  there  be 
an  investigation,  but  we  advise  the  honorable  congressional  committee,  who  may 
be  appointed  to  conduct  it,  to  get  their  scalps  insui'ed  before  they  pass  Plum 
creek  on  their  way  out. 
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1  the  message  of  Hon.  .S'.  H.  Elhert,  acting  governor  of  Colorado 
Territory. 


The  before  unbroken  peace  of  our  TeiTitary  haa  been  diatuibed,  since  tlie  last 
spring,  by  an  Indian  war.  Allied  and  boetile  tribes  have  attacked  our  frontier 
settlements,  driven  in  onr  settlei-B,  destroyed  tlieir  homes,  attacked,  burned,  and 
plundered  our  freight  and  emigrant  trains,  and  thus  suspended  agricultural  pur- 
suits in  portions  of  our  country,  and  interrupted  our  trade  and  commerce  with 
the  States.  This  has  for  the  time  seriousiy  i-etarded  the  prosperity  of  our  Ter- 
ritory. 

At  tbe  commencement  of  the  war  the  general  goverament,  taxed  to  the  utmost 
in  subduing  the  rebellion,  was  unable  t(>  help  us,  and  it  became  necessary  to 
look  to  our  own  citizens  for  protection.  Tbey  everywhere  responded  with  pa- 
triottam  and  alacrity.  Militia  companies  were  organized  in  the  frontier  counties, 
and  secured  local  protection.  Much  credit  is  due  to  Captain  Tyler's  company 
of  militia  for  the  important  aei-vice  they  rendered  in  opening  and  protecting  out 
line  of  communication  with  the  States. 

In  response  to  the  call  of  the  governor  for  a  regiment  of  cavalry  for  hundred- 
day  service,  over  a  thousand  of  our  citizens — the  large  majority  of  them  leaving 
lucrative  employment — rapidly  volunteered,  and  in  that  short  time,  despite  the 
greatest  diffieultiea  in  securing  proper  equipments,  organized,  armed,  made  a 
long  and  severe  campaign  amid  the  snows  and  storms  of  winter,  and  visited  upon 
these  merciless  murderers  of  the  plains  a  chastisement  smiting  and  deserved. 
The  gi'atitude  of  the  country  is  due  to  the  men  who  thus  sacrificed  so  largely 
their  peraonal  interests  for  the  public  good,  and  rendered  such  important  service 
to  the  Territory ;  and  tlieir  work,  if  it  can  be  followed  up  with  a  vigoi-ous  winter 
campaign,  would  result  in  a  permanent  peace. 

The  necessity  of  such  a  campaign,  and  the  imperative  demand  for  immediate 
and  complete  protection  for  our  line  of  communication  with  the  States,  has  been, 
and  is  now  being,  eai'nestly  urged  on  the  government  at  Washington,  and  with 
a  prospect  of  success.  These  efforts  should  be  seconded  by  your  honorable 
body  with  whatever  influence  there  may  be  in  resolution  or  raeraorial,  setting 
forth  the  facts  and  necessities  of  our  situation. 


papers  from  the  war  department. 

War  Department,  Adjutant  Ghneeal's  Office. 

Washington,  March  28,  1865. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  Iett«r  of  the  15th  instant,  addressed  to  the  Secretai-y 
of  War,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  hereivith  copies  of  the  orders  and  reports 
called  for  in  relation  to  Indian  afPairs  in  the  depaatment  of  Kansas,  when  com- 
manded by  Major  General  Curtis. 

I  am,  sir,  very  I'eapectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Hon.  D,  W.  GoocH, 

Acting  Ckairmatt  Committee  on  Conduct  of  the  War. 
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OoLOBADO-SrPGHINTRVlJBNCY, 

Deneer,  C.  T.,  June  16,  1864. 

Ser  :  YoH  will  immediately  mate  neeeasary  avrangementa  for  the  feeding  and 
support  of  all  the  friendly  Indians  of  tlie  OUeyenne  and  Arapahoe  IndianB  at 
Fort  Lyon,  and  direct  the  friendly  Comanches  and  Kiowas,  if  any,  to  remain  at 
Fort  Larned.  You  will  make  a  requiaition  on  the  military  commander  of  the 
post  for  subsistence  for  the  friendly  IndianB  of  his  neighborhood. 

If  no  agent  there  to  attend  to  this,  deputize  some  one  to  do  it.  These  friendly 
bands  mast  be  collected  at  places  of  rendezvous,  and  all  intercoui'se  between  tbem 
and  tribes  or  individuals  engaged  in  wai'fare  witli  na  prohibited;  this  aiTauge- 
meat  will  tend  to  withdraw  from  the  conflict  all  who  are  not  thoroughly  iden- 
tified with  the  hostile  movement,  and,  by  affording  a  safe  refuge,  will  gradually 
collect  those  who  may  become  tired  of  war  and  desire  peace. 

The  war  is  opened  in  earnest,  and  upon  your  efforts  to  keep  quiet  the  friendly, 
as  nucleus  for  peace,  will  depend  its  duration  to  aome  extent  at  least.  Ton  can 
send  word  to  all  these  to  come  as  directed  above,  but  do  not  allow  the  families 
of  those  at  war  to  be  introduced  into  the  camp,  I  have  established  a  camp  for 
our  northern  friendly  bands  on  Oache-la-Poudre,  and  as  soon  as  my  plan  is  ap- 
proved by  the  military  I  will  issue  a  proclamation  to  the  Indians  ;,  pleaae  spare 
no  effort  to  carry  out  this  instruction,  arid  keep  me  advised  by  every  mail  of 
the  Bitnatiott. 

Very  respeetfuDy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  EVANS, 
GovEi'^OT  and  Ex-Offi,cio  Swperinlendenl  Indian  Affairs.' 

Major  S.  G-.  Colbv,  Fm-t  Lyon,  Giilorado  Territory. 

A  true  copy ; 

W.  W.  DENISOW, 
Second,  Lieutenant  Lit  Colorado  Veteran  Cavalry,  and 

Acting  Regimental  Adjutant. 


U.  S,  Military  Telegraph. 

[By  Telegraph  fvom ,  136—.] 

To — — _. 

G-eovge  Evans  to  Major  Colby,  at  Fort  Lyon,  instructing  him  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  feeding  friendly  Indiana  near  Fort  Lyon.  General  instructions 
about  collecting  together  all  friendly  Indians  at  places  of  rendezvous,  as  a  mea- 
sure to  stop  the  war  with  the  red  shins.  Thinks  by  affording  refuge  of  this 
kind  that  those  at  war  now  may  become  tired,  and  collect  at  those  places,  and 


e  for  peace,  &c. 
Official : 


Adjutant  G-enehal's  OpifiCB,  March - 


Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


ExECuTivB  Drfaktmunt,  Colorado  Tp.RKiToiiv, 

Denver,  June  29,  1S64. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  enclose  a  circular  to  the  Indians  of  the  plains.     You  will,  by 
every  means  you  can,  get  the  contents  to  all  these  Indians,  as  many  that  are 
now  hostile  may  come  to  the  friendly  camp,  and  when  they  all  do,  the  war  will 
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be  endecl.  Use  the  utmost  economy  in  pioviding  for  those  who  come  in,  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  coofinea  me  to  the  amount  of  our  appropriations,  and 
they  may  he  exhausted  befoie  the  summer  m  out. 

Ton  will  arrange  to  carry  out  the  plan  ot  the  circular  at  Lyon  and  Larned. 
Ton  will  use  your  utmost  vigilance  to  ascertain  how  many  of  your  Indians 
are  hostile,  where  they  are,  and  what  plans  they  propose,  and  report  to  me  by 
every  mail  at  least.  'For  this  purpose  you  will  enlist  the  active  aid  of  Mr.  John 
Smith  aad  his  son,  and  of  such  other  parties  as  you  may  ju^ge  can  be  of  essen- 
tial service.  Mr.  C,  A.  Cook  reports  to  me  that  Mr.  Bent  baa  given  you  import- 
ant information  ia  regard  to  the  plans  and  strength  of  the  hostile  combinations 
on  the  plains. 

Please  be  careful  and  report  to  rae  in  detail  all  the  reliable  information  you 
can  get  promptly,  as  above  directed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  EVAK8, 
Governor  Colorado  Territory  and  Superintetident  Indian  Affairs. 
Major  S.  G.  Ooi.by, 

U.  S.  Indian  Agent,  Fort  Lyon,  Colorado  Tei-ritory. 


W.  W.  DENISON, 
ufenaTit,  1st  Colorado  Veteran  Cavalry, 

Acting  Regimental  Adjwtant, 


CoLOBAlio    SUPKR!.\TEKDENUY,  T™d<A\  AfFAIKS, 

Denver,  Junn  37,  1864. 
"Po  ikejriendly  Indiana  of  ike  plains  : 

Agents,  interpreters,  and  traders  will  inform  the  friendly  Indians  of  the  plains 
that  some  members  of  their  tribea  have  gone  to  war  with  die  white  people;  they 
steal  stock  and  run  it  off,  hoping  to  escape  detection  and  punishment. 

In  some  instances  they  have  attacked  and  killed  soldiers  and  murdered 
peaceable  citizens.  For  this  the  Great  Father  is  angi-y,  and  will  certainly  hunt 
them  out  and  punish  them;  but  he  does  not  want  to  injure  those  who  remain 
friendly  to  the  whites.  He  desires  to  protect  and  take  care  of  them.  For  this 
purpose  I  direct  that  all  friendly  Indians  keep  away  from  those  who  are  at 
war,  and  go  to  places  of  safety. 

Friendly  Arapahoes  and  Cheyennes  belonging  on  the  Arkansas  river  will  go 
to  Major  Oolby,  United  States  Indian  agent,  at  Fort  Lyon,  who  will  give  them 
provisions,  and  show  them  a  place  of  aatety.  Friendly  Kiowas  and  Oomanches 
■will  go  to  Fort  Larned,  where  they  will  be  cared  for  in  the  same  way. 

Friendly  Sioux  will  go  to  their  agent  at  Fort  Laramie  for  directions.  Friendly 
Arapahoes  and  Cheyennes  of  the  Upper  Platte  will  go  to  Camp  Collins,  on  the 
Cache-la-Poudre,  where  they  will  be  assigned  a  place  of  safety,  and  provisions 
will  be  given  them. 

The  object  of  this  is  to  prevent  friendly  Indiana  from  being  killed  through 
mistake ;  none  but  those  who  intend  to  be  friendly  with  the  whites  must  come 
to  these  places.  The  families  of  those  who  have  gone  to  war  with  the  whites 
must  be  kept  away  from  among  the  friendly  Indians. 
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The  war  on  lioatile  Indians  will  be  continued  until  they  are  all  eflcctually 
Buhdned. 

JOHN  EVANS, 
Governor  of  Colo7-ado  and  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs. 


A  true  copy  r 


W.  W.  DENISON, 
icond  Lieutenant  1st  Colorado  Veteran.  Cavalry, 

Acting  Regimental  Adjutant. 

AujLTANT  Gknkhal's  Office,  March  — ,  1865, 


Asuistant  Adjutant  Genm-al. 


Fort  Eilby,  July  23,  1864. 
Major  Geueral  H.  W.  Halleck  : 

The  Indian  difficulties  west  of  this  point  are  eeriouB,  and  I  have  come  here  to 
rally  a  force  on  the  borders  to  repress  the  mischief.  The  st^ea  not  coming 
through,  we  have  not  definite  intelligence.  We  only  know  that  they  have  run 
off  our  stock  from  Lamed  and  Walnut  creek,  murdering  some  men.  Small 
parties  of  Indians  have  come  within  thiity  miles  of  this  place.  I  have  ordered 
the  quartermaster  to  buy  horses  to  mount  dismounted  cavalry,  and  requested 
militia  colonels  to  call  out  seven  hundred  militia  to  join  me.  In  this  way  I 
hope  to  raise  a  thousand  men.  I  go  on  to  Saline  to-morrow.  I  think  stealing 
is  the  main  object  of  the  Indians. 

S,  R.  CURTIS,  Major  General. 

Headuuagters  of  tub  Ahmy,  March  18,  18G5. 
Oificial : 

D.  C.  WAGEE,  A.  A.  G. 


Sal[.\e,  Ka?iisa.s,  Jvly  26,  ISei,  via  Leavenworth. 
General  H.  W.  Halleck  : 

The  stage  has  just  arrived  from  Laramie.  The  damage  done  by  Indiana 
amounts  to  ten  teamsters  killed,  five  wounded,  two  of  them  scalped,  and  the 
stealing  of  about  three  hundred  cattle.     Our  posts  aix!  safe. 

S.  E.  0UETI8,  Major  General. 

HEADCiUARTEHS  OF  THE  AbMY,  MoTch  18,  1865. 

Official : 

D.  C,  WAGEE,  A.  A.  G. 


Port  Leavenworth,  Attgmt  8,  JS64. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Chief  of  fitaff: 

I  have  returned  from  Upper  Arkansas.  At  Lamed  divided  my  force  in  all 
directions,  goin^  myself  with  those  scouting  southward  towards  Ked  river. 
Oould  not  overtake  Indians,  but  scared  them  away  from  Santa  Ee  route,  where 
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Plages  and  trains  move  regularly.  Have  made  district  of  Upper  Arkansaa,  as- 
signing General  Blunt  to  command.  Have  increased  and  improved  the  organi- 
zation of  troops,  giving  stringent  orders  against  allowing  Indians  inside  of  our 
line.  Discharged  militia,  and  directed  continual  caution.  The  Kiowas,  Ooman- 
ches  and  Big  Mouth  Arapahoes  are  evidently  determined  to  do  all  the  mischief 
they  can.  I  hope  no  favor  will  be  offered  them  hj  authorities  at  Washington 
till  they  make  ample  remuneration  for  their  outrages. 

8.  R.  CURTIS. 

Major  General. 

HBAnHUAKTKKS  Army,  Marc7i  IS,  1865. 
OfGcial : 

D.  C.  WAGER,  A.  A.  G. 


Fort  Leavenworth,  August  10,  18fi4. 
Major  General  IlALLacK,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Indians  have  attacked  and  killed  inhabitants  on  Little  Blue,  this  side  Fort 
Kearney,  on  overland  stage  route.  Stage  just  arrived  at  Atchison  without  pas- 
sengers. I  have  requested  governor  to  send  militia  after  them,  and  telegraphed 
commander  of  Kearney  to  come  down  on  them  if  he  has  force,  but  foi-ces  are 
scarce  in  that  region.  Cannot  some  of  General  Sully's  con.mand  move  to  Ne- 
braska ? 

S.  R,  CURTIS, 

Major  General. 

Hbauquarters  Army,  March  18, 1865- 
Official : 

D.  C.  WAGER,  A.  A.  G. 


Headqttartkrs  of  the  Army, 

Waskingttm,  D.  C,  August  13,  1864. 
Major  General  Ouktis,  Fort  Leavenworth: 

The  contractor  of  the  overland  mail  line  has  represented  through  the  Post 
Office  Department  that  more  protection  against  Indians  is  required  along  the 
line,  and  that  two  armed  men  should  accompany  each  coach.  He  also  asks 
tbat  orders  be  given  to  the  military  not  to  i\se  the  grain,  forage,  and  stores  of 
the  line. 

Please  see  tbat  these  requests  are  carried  out  as  far  as  you  are  able. 
H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Maj&r  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Headquartbrs  of  the  Army,  March  18,  1865. 
Official ! 

D.  C.  WAGER,  A.  A.  G. 
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Fort  Leavenwoeth,  Av-gust  13,  ISSi. 
Genoral  Hallgck  : 

Tour  despatch  just  received,  and  telegraphed  to  G-enera!  Curtis,  at  Omaha, 
The  following  has  jnst  been  received  front  General  Mitchell,  commanding  dis- 
trict of  Kebraska,  to  General  Curtis,  Fort  Leavenworth : 

"Just  heard  from  a  compaay  of  militia  seat  up  the  Little  Blue  from  Kearney. 
They  scoured  the  country  for  forty  miles  up  and  down  the  stream;  found  no 
Indians.  I  have  parties  out  ia  every  direction  from  each  post  cliasing  Indians. 
Everything  will  ha  done  that  I  can  do  with  my  present  force.  I  am  raising 
militia  as  fast  as  I  can  ;  the  governor  has  authorized  the  raising  of  twelve  com- 
panies.    I  have  received  to-day toward  one  company  in  this  Ticinity,  of 

BtauQcb  men. 

"  B.  B.  MITCHELL,  Brigadier  General:' 
0.  S.  CHARLOTTE, 
Major,  A.  A.  G.,  Department  of  Kansas. 

Headudarteks  Army,  March  18,  1865. 
Official ! 

J).  0.  WAGER,  A.  A.  G. 


Omaha,  August  16,  1864. 
Major  General  H.  W.  Hallbck,  CMefof  Staff: 

Yours  of  the  13th,  concerning  the  furnishing  of  escorts  for  overland  mail  line 
to  defend  it  against  Indians,  will  be  complied  with.  I  am  here  to  look  after 
Indian  troubles  that  are  quite  extensive  on  the  line  and  against  the  border  set- 
tlements. I  have  troops  arriving  on  the  Blue,  where  the  mischief  was  greatest. 
General  Mitchell  telegraphs  from  Fort  Kearney  that  he  thinks  that  region  is 
threatened  by  a  large  force  of  Indians  collecting  on  the  Republican.  I  am 
sending  out  militia  in  small  parties  to  join  forces  which  I  have  gathered  below, 
and  will  soon  be  upon  them,  be  tiiey  many  or  few. 

S.  E.  CURTIS,  Major  General. 

Headuuarters  Army,  MarcJi  IS,  1865. 
Official; 

D.  C.  WAGER,  A.  A.  G. 


Omaha,  Atigust  18,  1864. 
MajorGenerai  H.  W.  Halleck; 

General  Mitchell  telegraphs  from  Fort  Kearney  that  Captain  Mussey  encoun- 
tered five  hundred  well-armed  Indians  on  Elk  creek,  near  Republican ;  had  a 
fightj  killed  ten  Indians,  and  lost  two  soldiers;  drove  Indians  ten  miles,  but 
had  to  fall  back,  pursued  by  Indians,  thirty  miles, 

S.  R.  CUfiTIS,  Major  General 

Heauquartehs  Army,  March.  18,  1865. 
Official 

D.  0.  WAGER,  A.  A.  G. 
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De.weg,  Augiiei  18,  136i. 
Hon.  Kowix  M.  STAriTON,  t'ecrdari/  of'  War; 

Extensive  IndUu  depredations,  witli  murder  of  familitis,  oecniTed  yeaterday 
i.liirty  miles  soiuh  of  Diinvcr.  Our  lines  of  comiaiiiiicatioQ  are  ant,  aad  our 
crops,  our  sole  depisndRnce,  are  all  in  espied  localitios,  aad  cannot  ba  gitbered 
by  our  scattered  population.  L  irge  bodies  of  [udians  are  undiiubtelly  near,  to 
iJenvcr,  and  wo  are  ia  danger  of  destruction  both  from  attack  of  Indiaaa  and 
starvation.  I  earnsstly  requeat  that  Colonel  Ford's  regiment  of  21  Colorado 
voluDtoera  be  iinmndiately  sent  to  our  relief.  It  is  impossiblB  to  exaggerate  our 
(Lingni-.     We  aru  doiug  all  wp.  can  for  our  defence. 

JNO.  EVAKS,  Governor. 
Headquauthrs  Army,  MarcA  19, 1S&5. 
OfScial : 

D.  0.  WAGEE,  j1.  J.  G. 


Denvhu,  .higmt  S2,  18S4. 
I'l  M.  Staktow,  SccrciaTy  of  War.- 

No  government  saddles  witiiiu  seven  hundred  miles  from  lievo;  no  govern- 
ment boreea  to  mount  liundred-daya  regiment  of  cavalry,  nearly  full.  Uiilim- 
iteil  information  of  contemplated  attack  by  a  large  body  of  Indians,  in  a  few 
daya,  along  the  entire  line  of  our  settlements.  Order  Captaia  Mullin,  quarter- 
miiater  here,  to  purchase  horses,  and  Lieutenant  Hawley,  disjtrict  ordnance 
olficer,  to  nuruhaae  horao  equipments.     Necesaity  imperative. 

JNO.  EVANS, 
Governor  of  Colorado  Territwy, 

This  appliciitioti  should  be  framed  at  mice. 

J.  M.  CHTV1^■GT0S, 

Colonel  Commanding. 
HiiAuaiTAiiTKHS  AitMY,  MarcJt  18,  1865. 
Oilicial; 

V>.  C.  WAGER,  A.  A.  0. 


HEAnQUARTaES   UP   THK  AeMV, 

WusAinston,  D.  C,  August  S3,  1S64. 
Governor  Joh;v  Evans,  Denver,  Colorado  Tei-rilory: 

'i'iie  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  say  that  a  recent  law  requires  all  caval- 
ry horses  to  be  purchased  under  dirtcttons  of  Cjlonel  Ekia,  of  the  quanerum'j- 
ter'a  department.  Jf  there  is  such  a  pressing  necessity  that  purchases  cannot 
be  made  in  time,  the  military  nuiliorities  can  resort  to  impressment.  Reaer.al 
Curtis  is  the  proper  judge   of  such  necessity  in  his  department. 

H.  VV.  HALLEOK, 
Major  Gi-ncml,  Chief  of  Staf. 

HuAiHiL'AiiTEiis  Ajij^iv,  &Iai-c/i  IS.  leeS. 
Oflicial: 

D.  0.  WAGEIt,  A.  A.  Q. 
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Departmknt  of  Ka.vsas, 

Fort  Kearney,  August  28,  18C4. 
Major  General  Hallbck,  Chief  of  Staff': 

Indiana  in  small  bands  continue  to  commit  i^epredationa,  but  seem  more  cau- 
tious moving  westward.  Have  effectually  scoured  the  country  east  of  99tU 
meridian.  Indians  going  west  of  settlements.  Oveiland  mail  agents  liave 
withdrawn  stock  and  gone  east.  I  think  they  can  run  through  with  such  es- 
corts as  I  can  furnish.  Militia  veiy  tardy  in  coming  forward,  many  turning 
back  before  reaching  this  point. 

Some  fifty  murders  have  been  committed  by  Indians  on  this  line,  and  consid- 
erable private  stock  stolen,  but  governmeat  has  lost  but  little. 

8.  R.  0UETI8,  Major  General. 


HeadquartbkS   Army,  March  18,  1865. 
D.  0.  WAGEE,  A.  A.  G. 


HEnOUOAHTEnS   OK   TUG   AllMY, 

Waskinglon,  D.  C,  Seple?nher  3,  1864. 

Major  General  Curtis,  Fo>i  Kearney: 

The  civil  ofScers  of  Montana  have  asked  for  military  escort  to  that  Territory, 
The  Secretary  of  War  authorizes  you  to  give  such  escort,  if,  in  your  opinion, 
you  can  spare  troops  for  that  purpose ;  but,  first  of  all,  the  overland  mail  route 
and  the  frontier  posts  require  protection  from  the  Indians. 

The  Secretary  of  War  authorizes  you  to  raise  hundred-days  men  in  Nebraska, 
without  bountiKS. 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 
Major  General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

Heauudarters  Army,  March  18,  1865. 
Official : 

U.  C.  WAGEE,  A.  A.  G. 

Denver,  Se2ytemhi'.r  7,  ISfi'J. 
Hon.  Edwi\  M.  Stanto\,  Secretary  of  War: 

Pray  give  positive  orders  for  oar  second  Colorado  cavalry  lo  come  out. 
Have  notice  published  that  they  will  come  in  detachments  to  escort  trains  up 
the  Platte  on  certain  days.  Unless  escoi'ts  are  sent  thus  we  will  inevitably  have 
a,  famine  in  addition  to  this  gigantic  Indian  war.  I'lour  is  forty-five  dollars  a 
.barrel,  and  the  supply  growing  scarce,  with  noue  on  the  way.  Through  spies 
we  got  knowledge  of  the  plan  of  about  one  thousand  warriors  in  ca,mp  to  strike 
our  frontier  settlements,  in  small  bands,  simultaneously  in  the  nigbt,  for  an  ex- 
tent of  300  miles.  It  was  frustrated  at  the  time,  but  we  have  to  fear  another 
such  attempt  soon.  Pray  give  the  order  for  our  troops  to  come,  as  requested,  at 
once,  as  it  will  be  too  late  for  trains  to  come  this  season. 

JOHN  EVANS,  Governor. 

Headhuarters  Army,  March  18,  1865. 
rifficial : 

D.  C.  WAGER,  A.  A.  G. 
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S  RlVEB,   ■ 

encc,  Kansas,  Sepicinler  16,   1864. 

Major  General  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff : 

I  struck  this  river  near  lOOtli  parallel ;  sent  scouts  eontli  to  head  of  Saiiue, 
fiDding  no  large  body  of  Indiana.  Divided  comniand ;  sent  large  portion  up 
valley,  to  strike  Ofallon's  bluff;  with  remainder,  two  hundred  and  eighty-five, 
came  down,  scouring  the  country  on  all  sides.  Buffalo  plenty.  Indians  only 
in  small  parties,  escaping  soulh.  Shall  reach  settlementa  on  Smoky  Hill  river 
to-morrow.  No  signs  of  great  concentration  of  Indians.  Bands  of  hunters 
steal  and  scalp,  but  can  be  routed  by  small  ai-raed  force.  Stage  stations,  ranches, 
and  settlements  must  have  enclosures  for  themselves  and  stock,  and  a  few  troops, 
carefully  distributed,  can  protect  settlements  and  lines  of  commerce. 

S.  R.  CURTIS,  Major  General. 

IlEADiiUAUTERS  Abmv,  March  IS,  18GS. 
Official: 

D.  G.  WACER,  A.  A.  G. 


Headquarters  Drpartmbnt  of  Kansas, 

Fort  Leaventeorth,  September  19,  1864. 

I  am  ill  receipt  of  a  copy  of  letters  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  and  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  with  your  indorsement  to  take 
such  action  as  I  may  "  deem  best,"  It  is  stated  that  I  have  ordered  the  In- 
dians not  to  make  their  usual  hunt.  This  is  erroneous.  I  may  have  suggested 
that  it  would  be  dangerous  for  our  friendly  Indiana  to  go,  but  I  have  desired 
the  Pawnees  to  follow  and  operate  when  I  Lad  driven  away  the  hostile  bands. 
Yet  I  see  great  difficulty  in  discriminations,  and  also  fear  that  some  bands  of 
our  friendly  Indians  might  mingle  with  foes  if  thoy  come  in  proximity.  If  tlie 
friendly  Indians  could  be  united  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  and  fighting  with 
our  troops,  it  would  be  easy  to  organize  and  so  equip  them  as  to  avoid  difficulty. 
In  my  i-econt  reconnoissance  I  took  about  seventy-five  Pawnees  with  me  as 
scouts,  and,  to  avoid  mistakes,  dressed  them  with  a  blowse  and  hats.  It  gave 
them  a  distinctive  and  graphic  appearance,  which  could  not  be  mistaken.  Any 
other  than  an  associate  arrangement  seemB  almost  impossible. 

I  appreciate  the  importance  of  allowiug  or  aiding  the  friendly  Indians  to  hunt 
buiialo ;  but  any  general  movement  by  them  would  lead  tci  confusion  and  diffi- 
culty, not  only  with  my  troops,  but  with  the  border  settlements  ;  for  the  people, 
beiug  terribly  alaimed,  would  make  very  little  difference  in  their  resentment 

I  will  do  all  I  can  to  favor  the  friendly  Indians  in  any  rational  ai-cangement 
to  hunt  the  buffalo,  and  believe,  with  the  honorable  Secretary,  that,  properly 
associated  with  the  troops,  they  would  strengthen  our  efforts  to  suppress  the 
hostile  tribes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  CURTIS, 

Major  General. 
MajorGeneralH.  W.  Hallgck,  Chief  of  Staff,   Washington. 

HEAnQiiARTKBs  Army,  March  18,  1865. 
Offi<;iul  copy  : 

J.  0.  KELTON,  A.  A.  Q, 
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l)i!NVKi!,  t'cYiti^mber  li),  1864. 
Hon.  35,  M.  Stanton,  t'enrelary  of  War  .- 

Ti-atn  with  ordnance  and  ordnancH  stores  en  route  to  'New  Mexico,  with  mnlcs, 
stolen  by  Indians  at  Fort  Lyon,  Coloiado.  We  need  euch  stores  for  3d  regi- 
ment Coliirado  volunteers,  cavalry,  one  hundred  day  men.  nnw  full.  Authorize 
me  by  telegraph  to  take  them.  Will  not  he  iiacd,  if  reach  New  Mexico,  before 
next  year.  I udian  warriors  con grtgaled  eighty  miles  from  Lyon,  three  thousand 
stroug. 

J.  M.  CHlvmGTON, 
Colonel  Commanding,  District  Colorado. 

Hkadquartehs  Army,  March  18,  1865. 
Official  : 

I).  0.  WAGER,  A.  A.  G. 


HKADmiAKTEBa  op  THK  Arimy, 
Washmgttm,  D.  C,  St'/itember  20,  l}i64. 
Colonel  Chivtnoton,  Denver  City : 

The  tlii<f  rf  ordnance  olijeeia  to  the  divei'Sion  of  the  train  sent  to  New 
Mexico.     You  mnst  make  requisition  for  your  warns  in  the  usual  way. 
U.  W.  HALLEOK, 
Major  General,  VM'fof  Staf. 

HKAiJQifAriTUBS  Army,  March  18,  18G5. 
OiKcial ; 

D.  0.  WAGER,  A.  A.  G. 


DKNViiE  OiTY,  SeptcmleT  22,  1864. 
Major  General  Hallrck,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Have  regiment  100  days  men  ready  tor  field.     Train  on  the  way  from  Fort 

jLeavenwoilh,  but  cannot  get  here  in  time  because  of  the  Indian  troubles  on  the 

Platte  route.     Are  four  hundred  miles  back,  and  laid  up.     The  time  of  this 

vef imcnt  will  espiie  and  Indians  will  siill  hold  load.     Tliis  is  no  ovditiary  case. 

J.  M.  CHIVINGTON, 

Colvnil  C/mmandiivg. 

PlEADCiUAltTKBS  Akhy,  March  18,  18C5. 
Official : 

D.  0.  WAGEE,  A.  A.  G. 


IlEADtSUAiiTliRS  OF  THR  ArMY, 

Washivston,  D.  C,  September  23,  1864. 
Colonel  Chivikoton,  Deritcr  City: 

You  will  communicate  your  wants  to  your  superior  ofScer,  General  CiirtiSi 
at  I'ort  Lea  veil  worth  ■ 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major  General,  Chief  of  Staff, 

IIiiADeuARTEBS  Army,  March  18,  1865. 
Official ; 

I).  C.  WAGER,  A.  A.  G. 
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Headquabteks  of  the  Army, 

Wus/'.ing:ait,  D.  0.,  Si-ptember  24,  1884. 
Major  GcL-.E^rai  Clktis,  Fori,  Leavenwrtk: 

General  Roaecrans  has  been  direclcil  to  give  you  the  regiment  of  Colorado 

cavalry  at  or  near  Kansas  cify.     All  ymir  available  forces,  nut  required  againat 

weBterii  Indiana,  shoulJ  be  thrown  south  cm  the  Fort  Scott  route.     Laige  re- 

enfoi-cemeuta  have  been  Bent  to  the  Arkaiiaas  river  to  cut  off  the  enemy's  rutreat. 

H.  W.  HAIXEOK, 

Major  General,  Chief  of  Slaf. 


HuAUQUARTEBS  Agmy,  March  18,  1805. 
D.  C.  WAGER.  A.  A.  G. 


VoKT  Lkavknvvokti;,  Niylemlicr  2ti,  18{34. 
Major  Genera!  IIalleck: 

Despatch  received.  Had  already  begun  moving  troops  and  supporting  my 
southeast.  But  a  full  regiment  of  liuud red- days  men  and  part  of  the  Ist 
Colorado  going  out  thi4  week.  My  main  dependence  must  be  in  militia.  If 
Price's  foiT.os  comf^  westward  the  m.litia  arc  notified  fo  be  ready. 

S.  R.  CURTIS,  M/rji^r  General 

HEAriQdARTEiis  Armv,  3I:irck  18,  18G5. 
Oaicial : 

U.  0.  WAGER,  A.  A.  G. 


FoiiT  LiJAVU^woaTH,  October  "I,  1S64. 
Major  Genera!  Hali.eck,  C/tif  of  Staff: 

General  Bhiat  came  upon  a  party  of  Arapahoes  and  other  hosL'ic  Indians, 
eupposec!  to  bo  four  thousand,  with  fifteen  hundred  warriors,  on  the  twenty-fifth 
ultimo.  This  was  about  one  hundred  miles  west  of  Laraed,  in  Pawnee  fork. 
The  Indians  overpowered  the  advance,  but  tbo  main  force  coming  up  routed 
and  pursued  them.  Ninety-one'  dead  Indiana  were  left,  and  we  lost  two  killed 
and  acven  wounded.  General  Blunt'fl  force  was  less  than  five  hundred.  He 
pursued  for  several  days. 

e.  il.  CURTIS,  Major  General. 

Hkadquarters  Army,  March  18,  1S65. 
Official : 

VI.  C.  WAGER.  A.  A.  G. 


HliADmiAilTERS  OP  ■\ 

Was/tm^toK, 
yral  OONNfiG,  k'ak  Lake  Cilij: 
pvoteetion  in  your  power  to  tho  overlaiifl  route  between  yon  and 
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t  Kpai'ney,  witlioiit  regard  to  d e part m put  linos.    General  Ourtis'a  forces  have 
Li  diverted  by  rebel  raids  irora  Arkiinsa?. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 
Mnjw  General,  Chief  of  Staf. 

HuADQrAItTBRS  Army,  March  18,  1865. 
ifficwl: 

J).  0,  WAGER,  A.  A.  G. 


HKADfurARTERS,  FoH  Lyon,  C.  T.,  Noveinher  6,  1864. 

Silt:  I  have  the  lionor  to  report  tliat  I  arrived  at  tUis  post  and  assumed 
oommand  November  3,  in  obedience  to  Special  Orders  No.  4,  headquarters  of 
district,  October  17,  1864.  Ma.jor  E.  W.  Wynkoop,  lat  cavalry  of  Oolorado, 
was  in  command  of  the  post.  One  hundred  and  thirteen  lodg^  of  Arapahoe 
Indians,  nnder  their  chiefs  Little  Raven,  Left  Hand,  Nervah,  Storms,  and 
Knock  Enee,  and  numbering,  in  men,  women  and  children,  653  persons,  were 
encamped  in  a  bod^  about  two  miles  from  the  post,  and  were  daily  visiting  the 
post,  and  receiving  supplies  from  the  commissary  department,  the  supplies  being 
issued  by  Lieutenaat  O.  M.  Copett,  assistant  commissary  of  supplies,  under 
ordei-s  from  Major  E.  "W.  Wynkoop,  commanding  post. 

I  immediately  gave  inatmctious  to  arrest  all  Indians  coming  within  the  post, 
until  leonld  learn  something  move  about  them.  Wentdown  and  met  their  head 
chiefs,  half  way  between  tke  post  and  their  camp,  and  demanded  of  them  by 
what  authority  and  for  what  purpose  they  were  encamped  here.  They  replied 
that  they  had  always  been  on  peaceable  terms  with  the  whites,  had  never  de- 
sired any  other  thau  peace,  and  eould  not  be  induced  to  fight.  That  other 
tribes  were  at  war,  and,  therefore,  they  had  come  into  the  vicinity  of  a  post,  in 
ordei'  to  show  that  they  desired  peace,  and  to  be  where  the  travelling  public 
would  not  be  frightened  by  them,  or  the  Indians  he  harmed  by  travellers  or 
soldiei-s  oil  the  read. 

I  informed  tliem  that  I  could  not  permit  any  body  of  armed  men  to  camp  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  post,  nor  Indiana  visit  the  post,  except  as  prisoners  of  war. 
They  replied  that  they  had  but  very  few  arms  and  but  few  horses,  but  were 
here  to  accept  any  terms  that  I  proposed.  I  then  told  them  that  I  shonld  de- 
mand tlieir  arms  and  all  the  stock  they  had  in  their  possession  which  had  ever 
belonged  to  white  men ;  they  at  once  accepted  these  terms.  I  tlien  proceeded 
with  a  company  of  cavalry  to  the  vicinity  of  their  camp,  leaving  my  men  se- 
creted, and  crossed  to  their  cam^>,  received  their  arms  from  them,  and  seat  out 
men  to  look  through  their  herd  for  United  States  or  citizens'  stock,  and  to  take 
all  Block  except  Indian  poniwt ;  found  ten  mules  and  four  horses,  which  have 
beea  turned  over  to  the  acting  assistant  quartermaster.  Their  arms  are  in  very 
poor  condition,  and  but  few,  with  little  ammunition.  Their  horses  far  below 
the  avei-age  grade  of  Indian  horses.  In  fact,  these  that  are  here  could  make 
but  a  feeble  fight  if  they  desired  war.  I  have  peimitted  them  to  remain  ea- 
cunped  near  the  post,  unarmed,  as  prisoners,  until  yom-  wishes  can  be  heard  in 
the  matter;  in  the  interval,  if  I  can  learn  that  any  of  their  warriors  have  been 
en,jaged  in  any  depredations  that  have  beeu  committed,  shall  arrest  them,  and 
place  all  such  in  close  confinement. 

Bam  of  opinion  that  the  waraors  of  the  Arapahoes,  who  have  been  engaged 
In  wai-,  are  all  now  on  the  Smoky  Hill,  or  with  the  Sioux  Indians,  and  have  all 
the  serviceable  anas  and  horses  beiongiug  to  the  tribe,  while  these  here  are  too 
poor  to  fight,  even  thoagli  thoy  desired  war. 
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Nine  Clieyeune  Indiana  to-day  Bent  in,  ivialiing  to  see  me.  Tiiey  state  that 
600  of  tJiat  tribe_aie  now  35  miles  north  of  here,  coming  towards  tbe  post,  and 
2,000  about  75  miles  away,  waiting  for  better  weather  to  enable  them  to  come 
in.  I  shail  not  permit  them  to  come  in,  even  as  prisoners,  for  the  reason  thatif 
I  do,  1  shall  have  to  subsist  them  npon  a  prisoner's  i-ationa.  I  shall,  however, 
demand  their  aims,  all  stolea  stock,  and  the  perpetrators  of  all  depredations.  I 
am  of  the  opinion  that  they  ivill  not  accept  this  propoaition,  but  that  they  will 
return  to  the  Smoky  Hi!!.  They  pretend  that  they  want  peace,  and  I  think 
they  do  now,  as  they  cannot  fight  dnring  the  winter,  except  where  a  small  baud 
of  them  can  find  an  unprotected  train  or  frontier  settlement.  I  do  not  think  it 
is  policy  to  make  peace  with  them  now,  until  all  perpetrators  of  depredations 
iire  surrendered  up  to  be  dealt  with  as  we  may  propose. 

The  force  efiective  for  the  field  at  the  post  is  only  abotit  100,  and  one  com- 
pany, (K,  New  Mexico  volunteers,)  sent  here  by  order  of  General  Carlton,  com- 
majadiog  department  of  New  Mexico,  were  sent  with  orders  to  remain  sixty 
days,  and  then  report  back  to  IToit  Union.  Their  sixty  days  will  expire  on 
the  10th  of  November  (instant.)  Shall  I  keep  them  here  for  a  longer  period,  or 
permit  them  to  retnmf 

The  Kiowas  and  Comanches,  who  Lave  all  the  stock  stolen  upon  the  Arkan- 
sas route,  are  reported  soutli  of  the  Arkansas  river  and  towards  the  Red  river. 
The  Cheyennes  are  between  here  and  the  Smoky  Hill;  part  of  the  Ai-apahoee 
are  near  this  post ;  theremainder  north  of  the  Platte.  With  tlie bands  divided  in 
this  way,  one  thousand  cavalry  could  now  overtake  them  and  punish  some  of 
them  severely,  I  think,  but  with  the  force  here  it  can  only  he  made  available  to 
protect  the  fort.  1  shall  not  pci-mit  the  Cheyennes  to  camp  here,  but  wil!  per- 
mit the  Arapahoes  now  here  to  remain  ia  their  present  camp  as  prisoners  until 
your  action  is  had  in  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully,  vonr  obedient  sei-vant, 

'  SCOTT  I.  ANTHONY, 
Major  Isl  Cavalry  of  Colorado,  Commanding  Post. 

To , 

A.  A.  A.  G.  District  of  U-pftr  Arlcama.-^,  Fort  RiUy,  Kiinsai,. 


liudovstd.] 

Headquarters  District  of  Upper  Arkansas, 

Fort  Riley,  Noaemher  22,  1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  for  tlie  information  of  the  general  commanding,  re- 
spectfully asking  for  instruction  iu  regard  to  the  Arapahoe  Indians  kept  and 
fod  aa  prisoners  at  l''ort  Lyon.  Major  Anthony  has  been  inatmcted  to  carry  out 
general  field  order  No.  2,  July  31,  1864,  fully,  until  further  instructions  from 
department  headquarters.  I  would  also  state  that  I  have  learned,  unofiicially, 
that  on  Saturday,  the  12t]i  instant,  two  white  men  were  killed  and  five  wagons 
destroyed  near  Fort  Larned  hy  a  party  of  Indians  numbering  about  thirty. 
Have  written  to  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Larned  in  reference  to  it,  and  in- 
structed him  to  report  all  cases  of  Indian  depredations  that  may  come  to  his 
knowledge. 

B.  I.  HENNING, 
Major  --id    msi:onsiu  Cavalry,  C'jmmanding  Bislrid. 
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FoiiT  Leavr\worth,  Decemher  1,  1864. 
Major  Genera!  H.  W.  ITallkck,  Chief  of  Slaff: 

I  am  informed  by  telegrapli  fj'iiin  Ncoulio  ci-ORsing,  about  one  Imntlreri  and 
twenty  tnilea  bdoiv  Fort  Scott,  tlint  the  train  cavryiog  sHp|)]ieB  to  Fort  Gibson 
is  halted  because  of  a  large  rebel  ibi'ce  in  front.  This  is  bt'yond  ray  depai't- 
ment  lincaj  and  I  am  unable  to  do  mueli,  bat  have  ordered  a  regiment  of  my 
troops  under  OiiloHel  Moonlight  to  support  the  escort  commanded  by  Major 
Pbillips  in  goinp;  furward  or  back  aa  circumstances  aeem  to  reqaire.  Indian 
ti'onbleG  now  demand  ail  my  force,  and  Isige  numbers  are  crowding  into  Fort 
Lyon  as  prisonerj  of  war,  while  others  in  arnnll  bande  are  attacking  stages  and 
trarna.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  cannot  furnish  escorts  to  carry  provisions 
for  Indians  and  troops  beyond  my  department  lines ;  and  yoar  attention  is  called 
to  the  necessity  of  furnjishing  General  Steele  ■with  forcee  sulficient  and  in  posi- 
tion to  guard  the  lines  to  Foi-t  (Jibson  and  Fort  Scott,  or  have  the  troops  mid 
Indiana  now  ibero  to  fall  back  where  they  get  provisions. 

3.  R.  CURTIS,  Major  General. 

ITHAiiftUARTRRB  Armv,  March  18,  IS6&. 

D.  C.  WAGKR,  A.  A.  G. 


F(,K'r  Leavunwokth,  December  8,  11SG4. 
Major  General  H.  W.  HalluCK,  Chi-f  of  Staff: 

Oolonel  Ohivington,  after  a  march  of  three  huudrad  miles  in  ten  days,  on  the 
29th  returned.  He  came  upon  a  Cheyenne  camp  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 
lodges  at  the  eouth  bend  of  Big  Sandy,  Cheyenne  county,  Oalorado.  He  at- 
tacked at  daylight,  hilling  over  foLir  bnndred  Indians  and  caijf.nring  the  same 
number  of  ponies.  Among  the  killed  are  chiefs  Black  Kettle,  White  Antelope, 
and  Little  Kobe.  Our  loss  is  nine  killed  a.iid  thirty-eight  wounded.  Our  troops 
encor.ntorrd  snow  two  fcet-  rlee|>. 

S.  R.  CURTIS, 
Major  Genera},  Commanding. 

IlBAJHiHAUTUBs  ArmV,  Marct).  IS,  1865. 
Official : 

11.  C.  WAGER,  A.  A.  G. 


HKAl>a!:AHTERS  DkPAKTMENT  of  JiANSAS, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  December  30,  1864. 

Several  papers  have  been  rei'erred  to  me  concerning  irregularities  charged  on 
General  BluDt  and  others  before  I  came  in  this  command,  and  entirely  outside. 
Yet,  as  some  of  the  parties  are  in  my  command,  I  may  do  something  if  I  can 
get  men  disconnected  with  Kansas  affairs  and  worthy  of  credence.  There  is  so 
much  political  and  personal  strife  in  our  service,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get 
on  honest,  impartial  determination  of  facte. 

,  A  shift  of  troops,  so  as  to  put  officers  and  men  out  of  their  own  home  localities, 
wou'd  greatly  improve  my  command,  and  1  wish  especially  that  some  of  my 
Kansas  regiments  may  he  sent  to  the  float  and  troopsof  other  States  sent  to  me. 
I  have  ordered  the  IJth  Kansas  to  Colorado,  far  enough  from  their  homes,  but 
the  ISth  and  IGib  Kansas  might  well  be  changed. 

The  lat  Colorado,  the  3d  Colorado,  and  many  companies  of  other  regiments, 
have  to  bo  mastered  out  under  the  provisions  of  Circular  No,  36;'  -  i 
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I  am  aiao  inforsned  that  Fort  Smitb  and  Fayetteville,  in  the  department  of 
Avkaneaa,  are  being  evacuated.  Fort  Gibson,  in  the  same  dipavtnient,  ia  gar- 
riaoned  with  dismounted  Indian  troops,  so  that  my  soutliern  border  ie  more  ex- 
posed than  formerly. 

The  Indians  on  the  plains  continue  to  act  in  hands  of  fifly  or  one  handred  at 
various  points,  and  I  desire  to  make  new  efforts  to  crush  thi'm  dunng  the  letter 
pait  of  winter.  Undertiiese  eircumefancps,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  urge  the  sending 
of  mors  troops  of  other  States  to  aid  in  keeping  open  the  overland  lines,  escort 
trains,  put  down  the  Indians,  and  stTeogtheu  the  defenca?  whioh  overlook  the 
enemy's  approaches  from  Texas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  genernl,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  E.  CIIKTJS,  Major  Gmeral. 
Kajor  General  H.  W,  HAi.LEric, 

'  Chief  of  Stuf.   WashiiigtoK,  D.  C. 

HEADQITAiiTl^KS  AilAlV,  Mttfch  18,  1S65, 

Offi.i.l..0i,y: 

•i.  C.  KKI/J'ON,  A..  A.  a. 


Hkadciuahteks  of  thu  Army, 

Wasliington,  D.  (J.,  January  3,  181)6, 
Genehal:  Yoar  com municat ions  proposing  a  winter's  campaign  against  the 
Indians,  and  asking  for  more  troops,  were  SL>nt  to  General  Grant  immediately 
on  their  receipt.     If  lie  has  acted  ou  the  matter,  his  orders  liave  gone  directly 
to  you,  aa  nothing  on  the  subject  has  been  received  hei'C. 

I  write  this  to  inform  you  that  the  matter  was  duly  attended  to  by  me. 
Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  sei-vant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Majm-  General,  Chief  if  l-taff. 
Major  General  Ourith, 

¥ort  Leavenworth.  Kansas. 

\lRMici\;.\wi-v.m  Ahmv,  Mare.h  18,  ISti,'}. 
Official  copy : 

,T.  0.  KEL'l'OK,  A.  A.  G. 


[Dated  Denver,  Jdivuiiiy  8,  IBBS  —Rewivrd  Jitiiiiaty  H,  ;i  ,i,  m  ] 

J.  B.  Ohapfee,  45  William  : 

Urge  the  govtriiment  to  send  ti-oops  on  Platte  roiiti^.    Indians  burning  trains 

and  slaying  emlgrantB. 

GEO.  E.  CLARK, 
CHAS.  A.  OOOK. 

IlKADaiiAUTERS  AttMV,  Marc}/,  18,  1865. 
Oifieial  copy : 

J.  0.  KELTON,  A.  A.  G. 

New  York,  January  10,  181)5, 
Dear  Judoe  :  I  received  the  enclosed  despatch  this  a.  m.  You  cannot  he 
too  urgent  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  the  President,  about  our  Indian  troubles. 
Unless  something  is  done  to  settle  this  trouble,  we  are  virfually  killed  aa  a 
Territoiy.  You  can  hardly  realiae,  without  seeing  it,  the  large  amount  of  ma- 
chinery en  route  for  our  Territory  to  work  the  mines  with.     Every^ffin^  ilji^llfi. 
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way  of  supplies  is  exorbitantly  higli,  all  oii  account  of  tlie  hazard  of  transport- 
ation. Emigration  is  limited  on  account  of  the  clanger  of  travel.  It  ia  pecu- 
liarly disastrous  to  us  now  because  so  many  eastern  capitalists  have  been  and 
ai'e  investing  in  our  mines,  and  are  preparing  to  open  and  develop  them. 

I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  our  admiuiatration,  toth  civil  and  military, 
have  failed  to  comprehend  the  situation,  I  mean  Evana  and  Ohivington.  I 
think  thia  whole  difficulty  could  have  been  aiTested  j  but  thia  ia  nothing  to  the 
case  now.  This  must  be  attended  to  immediately,  or  onr  prospects  are  blaated 
for  aome  time  to  come,  and  the  development  of  a  rich  mining. country  indefinitely 
poatponed.  For  God's  sake,  urge  some  action.  I  can't  come  over  just  now,or 
I  would  give  you  my  views  regarding  what  action  ought  to  bo  taken ;  but 
anything,  so  that  some  steps  are  taken  to  protect  the  Hue  of  travel. 

There  ia  no  use  to  depend  on  General  Curtis,  Evans,  Ohivington,  or  any  other 
politician. 

Yours  of  the  9th  r(^i;eivi^<!  this  morning. 


Truly,  &e., 
C)fiicia!  copy  r 


J.  B.  CHAFFEE. 

Heaiiuuartkgs  Army,  March  18,  1865. 

J.  C.  KELTON,  A.  A.  G. 


Hkadquakters  of  tug  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  11,  186.^. 
Major  General  Ourtls,  Fort  Leavenworth  : 

Statements  from  respectable  sources  have  been  received  here  that  the  conduct 
of  Colonel  Chivington'a  command  towards  the  friendly  Indians  has  been  a  aeries 
of  outrages  calculated  to  make  them  all  hostile.  You  will  inquire  irito  and  re- 
port on  thia  matter,  and  will  take  measures  to  have  preserved  and  accounted  for 
all  plunder  taken  from  the  Indians  at  l''orl;  Lyons  and  other  places. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
i!%"or  General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

HEAJmiARTBRS  Akmv,  MarrJi  18,  1865. 
Oihcial  : 

D.  C.  "VVAG-Elt.  A.  A.   G. 


War  Depaktaient,  January  11,  1865. 
Judge  Beniict,  delegate  from  Colorado  Territory,  presents  a  letter  and  tele- 
g  J.  B.  Chaffee  relative  to  the  Indian  depredations  on  the  mail  route  to 

C  1      d    and  the  general  unsettled  condition  of  the  country,  owing  to  the  active 
h       1  J     f  the  Indiana,  incited  mainly  by  the  recent  attack  of  Colonel  Ohiving- 
ton ait  Lyons.     The  attention  of  the  government  ia  called  to  the  immediate- 
n       s  y  of  sending  additional  troops  to  that  region  to  protect  the  route. 
R  sp     fully  referred  to  General  Halleck. 
By     d  r  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

JAS.  A.  HARDIE, 
Colonel  and  Inspector  General. 
JlKAUiiUAK'fEHS  Army,  March  18,  1865.. 
OihciHlcopy: 

J.  C.  KELTON,  A.  A.  G. 
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llEADaUARTBES  DePAKTMENT  OP  KaKSAS, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  January  12,  1865. 

General  :  Your  despatch  of  yesterclay,  directing  me  to  investigate  Coloiiei 
Ohivington's  conduct  towards  the  Inciiaiia,  ia  received,  and  wiil  be  obeyed. 
Colonel  Chiviogton  taa  been  relieved  by  Colonel  Moonlight,  and  is  probably  out 
of  tho  service,  under  provisions  of  Circular  No,  36,  War  Department. 

Although  the  colonel  may  liave  transgressed  my  field  orders  concerning  Indian 
warfare,  (a  copy  of  which  is  here  enclosed,)  and  otherwise  acted  very  much 
against  my  views  of  propriety  in  his  assault  at  Sand  creek,  still  it  is  not  true, 
m  Indian  agents  and  Indian  traders  are  representing,  that  sucL  extra  severity 
lb  mcieasiDg  Indian  war.  On  the  conti'ary,  it  tends  to  reduce  their  numbers,  aud 
liimg  them  to  terms.  Their  bauds  are  more  united,  perhaps,  at  this  time  than 
duiing  the  'jiimmer,  but  this  results  from  their  necessities  and  snrronndings. 
They  are  lu  a  destitute  condition,  and  must,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  resort  to 
despeiote  measaros  to  procure  horses  and  provisions ;  hence  we  eee  a  continual 
I  ftoi  t  to  ovei power  our  little  poats,  or  oar  trains  and  stages.  Their  lodges  are 
-lOw  betw  eon  the  Arkansas  and  Platte,  and  they  shift  their  assaults  so  as  to 
attack  to  the  best  advantage.  I  am  collecting  and  arranging  troops  near  Fort 
Etley,  but  need  more  force  to  make  another  effort  to  destroy  them.  I  will  be 
glad  to  save  the  few  honest  and  kindly  disposed,  and  protest  against  the  slaughter 
of  women  and  children  ;  altboogh,  siuce  General  Harney's  attack  of  the  Sioux 
many  years  ago  at  AsL  Hollow,  the  popular  cry  of  settlers  and  soldiers  on  the 
trontier  favors  an  indiscriminate  slaughter,  which  is  very  difficult  to  restrain.  I 
abhor  this  style,  but  so  it  goes  from  Minnesota  to  Texas.  I  fear  that  Oolonei 
Obivingtou's  assault  at  Sand  creek  was  upon  Indians  who  had  received  some 
encouragement  to  camp  in  that  vicinity  under  some  erroneous  supposition  of  the 
commanding  officer  at  Lyon  that  he  could  make  a  sort  of  "  city  of  refuge"  at 
such  a  point.  However  wrong  that  may  have  been,  it  should  liave  been  respected, 
and  any  violation  of  known  arrangements  of  that  sort  should  be  severely  rebuked. 
But  there  is  no  doiibt  a  portion  of  the  tribe  assembled  were  occupied  in  making 
assaults  ou  our  stages  and  trains,  and  the  tribes  well  know  that  we  have  to  hold 
the  whole  community  responsible  for  acts  they  could  restrain,  if  they  would 
properly  exert  their  efforts  in  that  way.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  properly  try 
officers  in  my  command,  if  they  have  a  high  rank,  my  troops  all  being  widely 
scattered  and  much  employed. 

I  h.ave  the  honor  to  be  youi-  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  CURTIS,  Majm-  General. 

Headuoarters  of  the  Akmy, 

Washmgtwi,  March  18,  ISe.'i. 


(iEKtUiAL  FIELD  Ol;J>Kl{,S  Y.«. 


HEAnmrASTBRS  Department  oe  Kansas, 

/n  the  Field,  Fort  Ellsworth,  July  27,  1864. 


object  of  om-  pui^uit  and  distinction,  but  women  and  children  must  be  spared. 
All  horses,  ponies,  aud  property  taken  will  be  placed  in  charge  of  Quartermas- 

tlose.b,  Google 
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ic-r  I'.  0.  Taylor,  wlio  will  Imve  it  propei-ly  eolloetec!.  or  sent  bnck  to  sate  piac 
for  future  diapoaidun ;  ihis  is  necessary  to  preve;it  tlie  accumulation  of  iinclcr 
iiaggage. 


By  or<I(;r  of  Majoi'  General  Curtis, 


JOHS  WXLLIAAIS, 

Assistant  Adjutant  Gsneral. 

JOHN  WILLIAMS.  A.  G.  A. 

Headhuahtbrs  ov  thh  Army, 

Washington,  March  IS,  18GS. 

,  A.  A.  O. 


GENEKAL  VIELD  ORDEKS  No.  2. 

HEftotiuARTisBS  Department  or  Ka^vwas, 

In  the  Fidd,  Fort  Larned,  Jaly  31,  1864. 

I,  At  all  militaiy  posts  or  atatious  west  of  the  K^llsaa  and  Nebraska  eottle- 
jnenta  in  this  department,  stockades  or  abatis  enclosures  must  be  made  for  the 
troops  and  stock,  and  animala  must  be  kept  in  such  enclosures  at  night,  and 
never  lioided  during  tho  day  without  distant  and  careful  pickets,  who  can  give 
wariiing  of  approaching  enemies  in  time  to  preserve  the  stock  from  surprise. 

II.  Indians  and  their  allies  or  associates  will  not  be  allowed  withia  the  forts 
except  bliudfulded,  and  then  they  must  be  kept  totally  ignorant  of  the  chai'aetcr 
and  number  of  our  forces.  Neglect  of  this  concealment  w.l!  bo  followed  by 
the  most  severe  and  summary  pnnishmctit. 

Commanders  of  fovls  and  stations  will  farnish  CBCorts  according  to  tteiv 
best  judgments,  keeping  in  view  the  safety  of  their  own  posts,  the  stage  or 
public  property  to  be  guai-ded,  and  the  preservation  of  the  horses. 

These  precautions  must  not  he  relaxed  without  permission  of  the  commander 
of  the  department,  a»d  all  officers,  of  whatever  grade,  will  report  promptly  to 
tJie  nearest  and  most  available  assistance,  and  to  didtrict  and  departmcQt  head- 
quarters, any  patent  neglect  of  this  order,  or  any  palpable  danger  to  a  command. 

Tlie  industry  and  skill  displayed  by  Lieutenant  Ellsworth,  and  the  troops 
under  his  eommand,  in  the  erection  of  a  block-house  and  other  protection  for 
hib  troops  and  animals  at  Smoky  Hill  erassing,  deserve  special  commendation, 
while  the  negligence  exhibited  elsewhere,  especially  at  this  post,  while  under 
its  former  comtnander,  is  deprecated  and  denounced. 

By  cnmmjind  of  Major  Genera!  S.  ft.  Curtis. 

JOHN  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant,  General. 

Offieiiil : 

JOHN  WILLIAMS,  A  A.  G. 

Hkadquartebs  of  thb  Ahmv, 

Washit/gtim,  March  18, 1865. 


llEADaCARTEBS  DEPARTMENT  OF  Ka.\SAS, 

Fori  Leaeenworth,  Jomtary  30,  1865. 
Governor  ;  Yome;  of  the  20th  is  just  received,  and  I  telegraph  the  latest 
news.     I  was  piovoked  at  llie  course  taken  by  the  commanding  ofGier  at 
Julesburg,  who  took  his  entire  force  to  escort  prisoners  thrnugl^  Icaying^ihgit 
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poat  for  a  few  days  entirely  yaeated.  I  have  tclpgraphecl  a  proper  rebuke,  autl 
truat  this  will  ncit  again  occur.  None  of  my  iiiiliiaiy  Btfitious  liave  been  dis- 
tmbed.  1'liey  aie  all  intact,  aod  generally  too  strong  lo  bo  tiiken  by  assault. 
Ail  we  need  i.^  three  or  four  icgimeiirs,  which  it  seems  to  me  will  be  sufficient. 
Must  of  theae  I  would  keep  moving  in  die  country  infested  by  foes.  1  fear 
ynur  Interior  Department  will  make  me  trouble,  by  pioposiiig  military  evolutiona 
which  conflict  with  my  own.  After  traversing  moat  of  the  plains  last  sumoier, 
)ip  the  Aikansas,  up  the  Platte,  and  aear  the  Iii'ad  of  every  stream  between 
these  rivera,  my  personal  knowledge,  coupled  wiih  that  obtained  from  my 
officers,  is  abundant  to  enable  me  to  uiideistand  the  matter,  and  I  am  only  de- 
sirous of  doing  whiit  I  consider  necessary  to  make  a  finish,  as  near  as  may  be, 
of  these  troubles.  But  I  cannot  carry  on  war  on  other  people's  plans.  I  want 
no  fancy  movements,  such  as  occurred  last  summer,  when  one  of  your  militia 
companies  marched  down  the  line,  passing  my  troops,  and  claiming  to  Lave 
"  opened  the  overland  route,"  as  though  others  had  not  been  over  moat  of  the 
places  on  the  Blue,  and  on  Plum  cret^k  and  elsewhere,  where  most  of  the  losses 
bad  transpired.  This  move  of  Obivington  against  the  baoda  that  had  been 
congregated  on  Sand  creek,  at  the  instance  of  Major  Wynkoop,  was  also  an 
inspiration  of  over-zeal  which  did  not  emanate  fnim  my  headquarters.  I  name 
theae  things,  governor,  to  secure  unity  of  action,  not  to  find  fault. 

On  every  occasion  last  summer  I  took  the  field  promptly,  and,  although  I 
did  not  get  to  Denver,  I  was  at  the  tflaughter- ground  near  Larned  on  the 
Arkansas,  and  on  the  Plum  and  Blue  on  the  Platte,  making  overland  journeys 
between,  with  active,  efficient  forces  extending  over  two  thousand  miles;  so 
that  my  zeal  and  energy  cannot  be  doubted.  I  protest  my  desire  to  pursue 
aud  punish  the  enemy  everywhere,  in  bis  lodges  especially;  but  1  do  not  be- 
lieve in  killing  women  and  children  who  can  be  taken,  and,  if  need  he,  camped 
east  of  the  Missisaippi,  where  they  can  be  kept  and  cared  lor.  I  always  did 
and  do  consider  the  Aab  Hollow  massacre  a  monstrous  outrage,  but  the  pro- 
motion and  laudation  that  followed  that  transaction  should  excuse  tbo  indiscre- 
tion and  CI  uelty  of  excited  and  outraged  frontier  soldieis,  who  have  al  ways  lieard 
Ash  Hollow  warfare  extolled  as  the  very  brilliant  point  of  gloiious  Indian  waifare. 

In  my  first  movement  last  summer,  when  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians,  I  tried 
to  restrain  this  plan  of  warfare,  by  issuing  an  order  against  the  massacre  of 
women  and  children,  believing  that  taking  such  captive  and  bringing  them 
away  would  just  as  eflectually  mortify  and  aunoy  the  Indian  robbers  and  war- 
riors, liet  me  say,  too,  that  I  see  nothing  new  in  all  this  Indian  movement 
since  the  Cbivington  affair,  except  that  Indians  art;  more  frightened  and  keep 
furlber  away,  liy  pushing  them  hard  this  next  mouth,  before  grass  reci'uita 
their  ptinies,  they  will  be  better  satisfiud  with  making  war  and  robbery  a  bu^-i- 
ness,  1  would  send  into  iheir  lines  some  fiiendly,  reliable  Arapahoes  and 
Oheyennea,  and  aepai-ate  tiibes,  so  as  to  save  auch  as  may  be  willing  lo  make 
peace  and  fight  t!ie  bad  Indians. 

Such  are  my  views.    I  am  not  anxious  to  have  the  job  of  operating  matters ; 
but  while  I  have  command,  I  want  unity  of  action,  or  no  cross  or  coanter  cur- 
rents.    I  have  written  this,  because  I  see  by  telegraph  that  matters  are  spoken 
of  as  being  organized  at  Washington,  where  1  fear  less  is  known  of  details. 
1  am,  governor,  yours  truly, 

S.  R.  CURTIS,  Mnjor  GcmraJ. 

His  Excellency  Governor  J  no.  Evans,  Washington,  D    C 

HEADdllARTKRS  OF  THE  ArMV, 

Waskiiiglon,  March  18,  1866. 
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HKADai:ARTERS  DkPARTM  KNT  OF  KANSAS, 

Fort  Leavc-iMorth,  January  30,  18G5. 

GisNiiBAL;  Gtovenior  Evaiia  writea  me,  ttat  lie  feara  Chivington'a  conduct 
at  Sand  ereek  may  embarrass  military  matters  on  the  plains.  I  have  written 
hini  fully,  and  enclose  yoii  a  copy  of  my  letter. 

There  is  no  new  featore  in  these  Indian  trouhlea,  except  that  Indians  seem 
more  frightened.  More  forces  and  more  prudence  will  keep  the  lines  ogen  and 
subdue  the  hostile  tribes.  Some  accounts  of  great  combiti&tions  go  the  rounds  ; 
but  I  pat  no  confidence  in  siich  stories. 

The  Indians  of  the  plains  are  generally  robbci's  and  murderers,  and  act  only 
from  motives  of  hunger  and  avarice  in  their  nssaults,  and  by  feav  in  their  for- 
bearajice. 

Settlements  tiave  increased,  and  our  lines  of  commuiiication  have  become 
more  convenient  for  their  assaults,  till  they  become  more  troublesome  and  ven- 
turesome. The  careiesBnesB  of  emigration  invited  their  assaults.  It  is  folly  to 
attribute  the  Indian  troubles  to  the  wrongs  committed  by  white  men.  While 
we  may  condemn  these,  it  is  really  more  indulgence  than  cruelty  that  endured 
aud  continue  their  warfare.  They  have  no  great  armies ;  tliey  are  not  com- 
bined ;  their  action  is  in  separate  bands  of  separate  tribes,  A  thousand  men 
with  light  artillery  can  whip  their  greatest  possible  combinations;  but  it  is  de- 
sirable to  Lave  three  or  four  more  regiments,  so  that  a  movable  force  of  say 
two  thousand  can  take  a  shifting  attitude,  going  to  a  central  point  and  tliroiv- 
ing  out  detachments  as  circumstances  seem  to  require.  Such  a  force  mnst  fol- 
low the'buffalo,  as  the  Indians  do,  aiid  must  not  go  beyond  reasonable  prox- 
imity to  the  lines  of  ti-avel,  but  remain  near  enough  to  the  little  posts  that  guai-d 
the  travel  and  trains  that  follow  the  routes  up  the  Platte  and  up  the  Arkansas. 

I  send  you  a  map  of  the  overland  route  to  the  mountains  with  stations  marked. 
I  have  required  our  troops  to  erect  defence  against  Indian  assaults,  and  a  few 
men  can  in  this  way  hold  position,  and  a  few  more  accompany  the  stage  or 
train  to  adjacent  stations.  Such  forts  cost  nothing  of  conse.|Uenee,  and  have 
already  saved  men  and  stores  in  several  instances. 

Forces  are  necessary  on  these  lines  and  in  the  edge  of  settlements;  but  a 
movable  force  generally  stationed  between  the  Platte  and  Arkansas,  as  I  have 
suggested,  and  nearest  the  eastern  settlements  where  it  can  be  most  economi- 
cally supplied,  will,  in  ray  judgment,  be  ibo  proper  orgauiaation  for  the  coun- 
try. I  have  in  a  former  letter  expressed  my  purpose  to  do  all  I  can  to  con- 
tinue the  campaign  during  the  winter. 

I  specially  urge  the  extension  of  the  telegraph  at  least  to  Kiley,  The  ad- 
vantage will,  in  my  judgment,  greatly  exceed  the  cost.  I  need  connexion  with 
■  the  Indian  and  buffalo  range,  so  I  can  direct  matters  on  the  Platte  to  corre- 
spond with  intelligence  arriving  from  the  Santa  Fe  route.  Our  telegraph  com- 
pany can  extend  the  line  with  only  a  cost  of  about  ten  thousand  dollars ;  but 
it  is  proper  to  say  my  request  last  season  was  disapproved  by  the  honorable 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  this  is  a  renewal  of  the  request. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  CUETIS,, 

Mqjor  General. 

Major  General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,   Waski-agton,  D.  O. 

P.  S. — February  2. — I  delayed  this  for  the  map,  which  does  not  satisfy  mo, 
and  will  be  delayed  a  few  dttys  for  revision.  I  have  ordered  all  possible  force 
to  Julesburg,  wliero  Indian  difficulties  continue.  I  have  information,  also,  that 
a  council  of  the  chiefs  have  determined  to  try  to  draw  off  troops  from  the  Ar- 
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kansas  line,  by  attacking  the  Platte  line.     I  have  to  act  in  view  of  their  shift- 
S.  R.  CURTIS,  Major  Gene,-aL 

llEADmiAHTEBS  OF  THE  ABMY, 

Washington,  March  18,  1866. 


HEADdUARTER?     i    IHE  ArMY, 

WasJington   D    C,  February  1,  1865. 
Oenbral:  I  transmit  herewith  a  c  pj  ff  a  letter  from  General  Conner  in 
regard  to  the  defence  of  the  overland  mail  loutt  and  also  several  papers  from 
General  Curtis  on  this  subject. 

These  papers  and  others  were,  on  thfir  leceipt  forwarded  to  Lieutenant  Gen- 
eral Grant,  and  have  been  returned  without  any  instiuctions  from  him,  so  far 
as  I  am  informed. 

It  is  therefore  presumed  that  he  deems  the  large  cavalry  force  in  the  depart- 
ment of  Kansas  as  sufficient  lor  present  pnrpobPS  without  taking  others  from 
du  y  'n  the  field. 
I       p    per  to  state  in  this  connesi  n   that  others  leport  theae  stories  of  In- 
d    n  1       1  ies  as  greatly  exaggerated  if  not  mfstly  gotten  up  for  purposes  of 
p      la     n    and  respectable  aathoritie's  isseit  th»t  they  are  encouraged  by  the 
n       f    1  e  Overland  Mail  Company  m  oider  to  cover  their  frequent  failure 
a    p       the  mails  according  to  contract 
B     1  it  may,  it  is  highly  important  that  the  roads  to  New  Mexico,  Col- 

d     TJ  ah  and  Idaho  should  be  propeily  piotected  from  Indian  liostilities,  so 
1        h        nay  be  no  interruption  in  the  trauf-mission  of  auppHes  and  the  mails. 
Y  u  w  11  transmit  these  papers  with  the  necessary  instructions,  to  General 
D  dj,        1     will  give'the  whole  matter  his  imm  diate  care  aud  attention. 
Very  respectfully,  yom  oled  ent  s 


M.yor  General  John  Pope, 
St.  LoKU,  Missour, 


Official  copy  :  - 


H  W.  HALLECK, 

Mafr  General,  Chief  of  Staff . 


■i.  Army,  March  18, 1865, 


J.  0.  KELTOH",  A.  A.  6. 


Sknate  Chamber, 

February  13,  1865. 
Sir  :  We  are  appointed  by  the  Committee  ou  Indian  Afiairs  of  ilie  Senate  a 
aub-committre  to  confer  with  the  President  and  yourself  on  the  subject  of  trans- 
ferring the  Indian  country,  with  one  tier  of  counties  of  western  Arkansas,  to 
the  Missouri-Kansas  Department.  We  refrain  from  giving  reasons  ou  argu 
ment,  believing  you  are  already  of  opinion  the  change  should  be  promptly  made, 
and  merely  submit  the  request. 
Yours,  &c,, 

JAMES  HARLAN, 
J.H.LANE. 
Hon.  E.  H.  Stanton, 

Sccreta'y  of  War. 
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N.  B. — r  Baw  Geneva!  Grant  Satui'tlay  night,  who  informed  me  he  had  no 
objection  to  tlifi  cliungo. 

J.  11.  LANE. 

We  earnestly  recommecd  tliut  the  Indian  troops  now  in  tlie  service  in  the 
Indian  country  bo  muaten-d  out  of  the  service  with  their  arms  in  time  to  raise  a 
crop  fur  iheir  destitnte  fitmilina  lliia  sesaon,  if  other  troops  are  substituted. 
JAME-^  HARLAN, 
J.  It.  DOOLriTLK, 
M.  8.  WlLliLNSON, 

B.  GRATZBIIOWN, 

C.  a.  BUOKALEW, 
CommiUee  on  Indian,  Affairs. 

HEAlKiliAKTKUS  AliMV,  March  W,  1865. 

Oi?ii'ial  reitv  ; 

J.  U.  KELTON,  A.  A.  G. 

War  Despartment, 

January  23,  1S65. 
Case  of  application  of  Ben  Holladsiy  tliat  Genera!  Cartia  may  be  ordered  to 
re-enfbrce  Jule>>burg  (crossing  of  the  JPlatte)  immediately, 
Kfferred  to  Majoi'  General  Halleck,  chief  of  staff. 
By  ordi-r  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

JAMES  A.  HAKBIE, 
Colonel  and  laiptctor  GKneral. 


J.  0.  KELTOiV, 

Colonel  and  Asuistant  AtljulaM  General. 

[Frail.  ,Ji!:L-sburg,  dafod  M.--I.icroiveti  Jsiuuiny  W,  Ififi"..] 
BkN  iloi-LADAY: 

I  arrived  hero  to-day  with  fifteen  (15)  men;  shall  try  and  hold  station;  eoi- 
diera  al!  gone  ;  only  the  wounded ;  station  badly  torn  up  ;  messenger  robbed ; 
great  deal  of  properiy  destroyed. 

It.  B.  THOMAS, 
Diolnon  Adjutant. 

lifSAIJUUARTKUS  liV  THE  ABMY, 

March  18,  i8(i5. 
Ofiicial  (iiipy : 

J.  0.  KELTON, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

[Dntotl  Sow  Yoik  dl,  ]f^65.— Euceived  WasWcgifln,  January  Ul,  J865.] 

(Care  of  Senator  Pomehoy,  loth  and  F  sts.) 

Iteub En  Thomas  teiegcapba  cannot  hold  Jidefiburfj.     If  he  does  not  the  In- 
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diaiis  have  conijiiered  the  country,  from  Kearney  to  Denver,  beyond  hope  this 

BENHOLLADAT. 


J.  0.  KELTON, 
Colonel  and  Amistant  Adjutant  General. 

[Dated  New  York  21, 1865,  II  o'clock.— Received  WHsljington,  Janaary  21,  1365.  ] 

To  (rKORflfci  B.  JoLis,  caic  of  Senator  Pomgroy  : 

Try  to  have  order  sent  to  Curtis  or  Mitchell  to  help  them  at  Julesburg,  or  h 


will  abandon. 


Official  copy : 


B.  HOLLADAT. 


Headquaktebs  of  the  Army, 

March  IS,  1865. 


J.  0.  KELTON, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Fort  Lyo.v,  Colorado  Territory, 

January  15,  1865. 

SiR:  In  pursuance  of  Special  Order  No.  i3,  headquarters,  district  of  Upper 
Arkansas,  directing  me  to  assume  command  of  Fort  Lyon,  as  well  as  to  investi- 
gftte  and  immediately  report  in  regard  to  late  Indian  proceedings  ia  this  vicinity, 
I  iave  the  honor  to  state  that  I  arrived  at  this  post  on  the  evening  of  the  14th 
of  January,  1865,  assumed  command  on  the  morning  of  the  ]5th  of  January, 
1865,  and  the  result  of  my  investigation  is  aa  follows ; 

As  explanatory,  I  beg  respectfully  to  state  that,  while  formerly  in  command 
of  this  post,  on  the  4th  day  of  September,  1864,  and  after  certain  hostilities  on 
the  part  of  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  Indians,  induced,  aa  I  have  had  ample 
proof,  by  the  overt  acta  of  white  men,  three  Indians  (Cheyeunes)  were  brought 
as  prisoners  to  me,  who  had  been  found  coming  toward  the  post,  and  who  had 
in  their  possession  a  letter  written,  as  I  ascert^ned  afterwards,  by  a  half-breed 
in  the*  Cheyenne  camp,  as  coming  from  Black  Kettle  and  other  prominent  chiefs 
of  the  Cbeyenne  and  Arapahoe  nations,  the  purport  of  which  was  that  they  de- 
sired peace,  had  never  desired  to  be  at  war  with  the  whites,  5sc.,  as  well  as  stat- 
ing that  they  had  in  their  possession  some  white  prisoners,  women  and  children, 
whom  they  were  willing  to  deliver  up  providing  that  peace  was  granted  them. 
Knowing  that  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  insure  and  offer  them  the  peace  for 
which  they  sued,  but  at  the  same  time  anxious,  if  possible,  to  accomplish  the 
rescue  of  the  white  prisoners  in  their  possession,  I  finally  concluded  to  risk  an 
expedition  with  the  command  I  could  raise,  numbering  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  mea,  to  their  rendezvons,  where  I  was  informed  they  were  congregated 
to  the  number  of  two  thousand,  and  endeavor  by  some  means  to  procure  the 
aforesaid  white  prisoners,  and  to  he  governed  in  my  course  in  a«coniplishing  the 
same  entirely  by  circumstances.  Having  formerly  made  lengthy  reports  in  re- 
gard to  the  details  of  my  expedition,  I  have  bat  to  say  that  I  succeeded,  pro- 
Part  V! 6 
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cured  four  wlite  captives  from  the  hands  of  these  Indians,  simply  giving'  them 
in  return  a  pledge  that  I  would  endeavor  to  procure  fur  thetn  the  peace  for  which 
they  so  anxiously  sued,  feiling  that,  trader  the  proclamation  issued  by  John 
Evans,  governor  of  Colorado  and  superintendent  of  Indian  aSairs,  a  copy  of 
which  becomes  a  portion  of  this  report,  even  if  not  by  virtue  of  my  position  as  a 
United  States  officer,  higheet  iu  authority  in  the  country  iiieluded  within  the 
bounds  prescribed  as  the  country  of  the  Arapahoe  and  Cheyenne  nations,  I 
could  offer  them  protection  untiJ  such  time  as  some  measures  might  be  taken 
by  those  higher  in  authority  than  myself  ia  regard  to  them.  I  took  with  mo 
eeven  of  the  principal  chiefs,  including  Black  Kettle,  to  Denver  city,  for  the 
purpose  of  allowing  them  an  interview  with  the  governor  of  Colorado,  by  that 
means  making  a  mistake  of  whicli  1  have  since  become  painfully  aware — that  of 
proceeding  with  the  chiefs  to  the  governor  of  Colorado  Territory,  instead  of  to 
the  headquarters  of  my  district,  to  my  commanding  officer.  In  the  consultation 
with  Governor  Evans,  the  matter  was  referred  entirely  to  the  military  authorities. 
Colonel  J.  M.  Ohivington,  at  that  time  commander  of  the  district  of  Colorado, 
was  pri^fent  at  the  council  held  with  these  Indian  chiefs,  and  told  them  that  the 
whole  matter  was  referred  to  myself,  who  would  act  toward  them  according  to 
the  beat  of  my  judgment,  until  such  time  as  I  could  i-eceive  instructions  from 
the  proper  authorities.  Reluming  to  Fort  Lyon,  I  allowed  the  Indians  to  bring 
their  villages  m  the  vicinity  of  the  post,  including  their  squaws  and  pappooses, 
and  in  such  a  position  that  I  could  at  any  moment,  with  the  garrisoTi  I  had, 
have  annihilated  them,  had  they  given  any  evidence  of  hostility  of  any  kind,  in 
any  quarter, 

1  thf.n  immediately  despatched  ray  adjutant.  Lieutenant  W.  W.  Denison, 
■with  a  full  statement,  to  the  commanding  general  of  the  department,  asking  for 
instiuctions ;  but  in  the  mean  while  various  false  rumors  having  reached  district 
headqu  rters  in  regard  to  my  enutse,  1  was  relieved  from  the  command  of  Fort 
Lyon,  and  ordered  to  report  at  headquarters.  Mftjor  Scott  J.  Anthony,  1st 
cavalry  of  Colorado,  who  had  been  ordered  to  assume  command  of  Fort  Lyon, 
previous  to  my  departure  held  a  consultation  with  the  chiefe,  in  my  presence, 
and  told  them  that  thongh  acting  under  strict  orders,  under  the  circumstances, 
he  could  not  materially-  differ  from  the  course  which  I  had  adopted,  and  allowed 
them  to  remain  in  the  vicinity  of  the  post,  with  their  families,  assuring  them 
perfect  safety  until  sucli  time  as  positive  orders  should  be  received  from  head- 
quaiters  iu  regard  to  them.  I  left  the  post  on  the  26th  day  of  November,  for 
me  purpose  of  reporting  at  district  headquarters.  On  the  second  day  after  leav- 
ing Fort  Lyon,  while  on  the  plains,  I  was  approached  by  three  Indiana,  one  of 
,  whom  stated  to  me  that  he  had  been  sent  by  Black  Kettle  to  warn  me  that 
about  two  hundred  Sioux  warriors  had  proceeded  down  the  road  between  where 
I  was  and  Fort  Larned,  to  make  war,  and  desired  that  1  should  be  careful; 
another  evidence  of  these  Indians  good  faith.  All  of  hie  statement  proved  after- 
wards to  be  correct.  Having  an  escoit  of  twenty-eight  men,  X  proceeded  on  my 
way,  but  did  not  happen  to  fall  in  with  thi  m. 

From  evidence  of  officers  at  this  post,  I  understand  that  on  the  27th  day  of 
November,  1864.  Colonel  J.  M.  Chiyhigton,  with  the  3d  regiment  of  Colorado 
cavalry  (one- hundred-days  men)  and  a  battalion  of  the  1st  Colorado  cavalry, 
arrived  at  Fort  Lyon,  oidered  a  portion  of  the  garrison  to  join  him,  under  the 
conimand  of  Major  tJcott  J.  Anthony,  and  against  the  remonstrance  of  the 
officers  of  the  post,  who  stated  to  him  the  circumstances  of  which  he  was  well 
aware,  attacked  the  camp  of  friendly  Indians,  the  m^jor  portion  of  which  were 
composed  ol  women  and  children.  The  affidavits  which  become  a  portion  of 
this  report  will  show,  more  particularly  than  I  can  state,  the  full  partieulars  of 
that  massacre.  Fvery  one  whom  I  have  spoken  to,  either  officer  or  soldier, 
agrees  in  the  relation  that  the  most  fearful  atrocities  were  committed  that  ever 
were  heard  of.     Women  and  children  were  killed  and  scalped,  children  shot  at 
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tbeir  mothers'  breasts,  and  all  the  bodies  mutilated  in  the  moat  horrible  manner. 
Numerous  eye-witnesBes  have  described  scenes  to  me,  coming  under  the  eye  of 
Colonel  Chiyington,  of  the  most  disgusting  and  horrible  ehai-act«r;  the  dead  bodies 
of  fomalefl  profaned  in  such  a  manner  that  the  recitjil  is  sickening ;  Colonel  J.  M- 
Chivitigton  all  the  time  inciting  Lis  troons  to  these  diabolical  outn^es.  Pre- 
Yious  to  the  slaughter  commeucing  he  addressed  his  command,  arousing  in  tfaem, 
by  his  language,  all  their  worst  passions,  ui^ng  them  on  to  the  work  of  com- 
mitting all  these  atrocities.  Kiiowiug  himself  all  the  circumstances  of  these  In- 
diiitis  resting  on  the  assurances  of  protection  from  the  government,  given  them 
by  myself  and  Major  Scott  J.  Anthony,  he  kept  bis  command  in  entire  igno- 
rance of  the  same ;  and  when  it  was  suggested  that  such  might  be  the  case  he 
denied  it,  positively  stating  that  they  were  atill  continaing  their  depredations, 
and  laid  there  threatening  the  fort.  I  beg  leave  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
colonel  commanding  to  the  fact  established  by  the  enclosed  aiBdavits,  th^t  two- 
thirds  or  more  of  that  Indian  village  were  women  and  children,  and  he  is  awaie 
whether  or  not  the  Indians  go  to  war  taking  with  them  their  women  and  chil- 
dren. I  desire  also  to  state  that  Colonel  J.  M.  Chivingtoii  is  not  my  supeiiot 
officer,  but  is  a  citizen  mustered  out  of  the  United  StJitea  service,  and  also, 
that  at  the  time  this  inlmman  monster  committed  this  unprecedented  atrocity 
ho  was  a  citizen,  by  reason  of  Im  term  of  service  having  expired,  ho  havmg 
lost  Lis  regulation  command  some  months  pi'evious. 

Colonel  OhivingtOQ  reports  officially  that  between  five  and  sis  hundred  In- 
dians were  left  dead  upon  the  field.  I  have  been  informed  by  Captain  Booth, 
district  inspector,  that  he  visited  the  field  and  counted  but  sixty-nine  bodies,  and 
by  others  who  were  present  that  but  a  few,  if  any,  over  that  number  were  killed, 
irnd  that  two-thirds  of  them  were  women  and  children.  I  beg  leave  to  further 
state,  for  the  information  of  the  colonel  commanding,  that  I  have  talked  to  every 
officer  in  Fort  Lyon,  and  many  ealiated  men,  and  that  they  unanimously  agree 
that  all  the  statements  I  have  made  in  this  report  are  correct, 

Jn  conclusion,  allow  me  to  say  that  fiom  the  time  I  held  the  consultation  with 
the  Indian  chiela  on  the  head-waters  of  Bmoky  Hill,  up  to  the  date  of  the  mas- 
sacre by  Colonel  Chiviugton,  not  one  single  depredation  had  been  committed  by 
tlie  Cheyenne  and  Aiai.ahoe  Indians.  The  settlers  of  tLe  Arkansas  valley 
hiid  returned  to  their  ranches  from  wLich  they  had  fieri,  had  taken  in  their  crops, 
and  had  been  resting  in  peifeet  security  under  assurances  tVom  myself  that  they 
would  be  in  no  danger  for  the  present,  by  that  means  saving  the  country  from 
what  must  inevitably  become  almost  a  famine  were  they  to  lose  their  crops;  the 
lines  of  communication  were  opened  and  travel  across  the  plains  rendered  per- 
fectly safe  through  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  country.  Since  this  last  hor- 
rible murder  by  Colonel  Chivington  the  country  presents  a  scene  of  desolation. 
All  commanicatioQ  is  cut  off  with  the  States  except  by  sending  large  bodies  of 
troops,  and  already  over  a  hundred  whiles  have  fulieu  as  victims  to  the  lewfal 
vengeance  of  these  betrayed  Indians.  All  this  country  is  rained.  There  can 
be  110  such  thing  as  peace  in  the  future  but  by  the  total  annihilation  of  all 
the  Indians  on  the  plains.  I  have  the  most  reliable  information  to  the  effect 
that  the  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes  have  allied  themselves  with  the  Kiowas 
Curnanches,  and  Sioux,  and  ai-o  congregated  to  the  numuer  of  five  or  six  thou- 
sand on  the  Smoky  Hill, 

Let  me  also  draw  the  attention  of  the  colonel  eomnanding  to  the  fact  stated 
by  affidavit,  that  John  Smith,- United  States  interpreter,  a  soldier,  and  a  citi- 
Eim,  were  present  iu  the  Indian  camp,  by  permission  of  the  commanding  officer 
of  this  post — another  evidence  to  the  fact  of  ihese  same  Indians  being  regaided 
as  friendly;  also,  that  Colonel  Chivington  states,  in  his  official  report,  that  he 
fouglit  -from  nine  hundred  to  one  thousiind  Indians,  and  left  from  five  to  six 
hundred  dead  upon  the  field,  the  sworn  evidence  being  that  there  were  hut  five 
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haadi-ed  sonla  in  the  village,  two-tbirds  of  them  being  women  and  children,  anil 
tliat  there  were  but  ii'om  sisty  to  seventy  killed,  the  major  portion  of  whom 
■were  women  and  child i-en. 

It  will  take  many  more  troops  to  give  security  to  travellers  and  settlers  in  this 
couutry,  and  to  make  any  kind  of  successful  warfare  against  these  Indians.  I 
am  at  work  placing  Fort  Lyon  in  a  state  of  defence,  having  all,  both  citizens 
and  Boldiers,  located  here  employed  upon  the  works,  and  expect  soon  to  have 
them  completed,  and  of  such  a  nature  that  a  comparati  .'ely  small  garrison  can 
hold  the  fort  againBt  any  attack  by  Indians. 

Hoping  that  my  report  may  receive  the  particular  attention  of  the  colonel 
commanding,  I  respectfully  submit  the  same. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  WYNKOOP, 
Major  Com'g  Xst  Colmada  Cavalry  and  Fort  hyon. 

Lieutenant  J.  E.  Tappan, 

Act'g  Ass't  Adj't  Generol,  District  of  Upper  Arkansa». 

Adjutant  GJenkhal's  Office,  March,  1865. 
Official ; 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Fort  Lyom,  Colorado  Territory, 

January  15,  1H6S. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Johu  Smith,  United  States  Indian  interpreter, 
who,  after  being  duly  sworn,  says  :. 

That  on  the  4th  day  of  September,  1864,  he  was  appointed  Indian  interpreter 
for  the  post  of  Port  Lyon,  and  has  continued  to  serve  in  that  capacity  up  to  the 
present  date;,  that  on  the  4th  day  of  September,  1864,  by  order  of  Major  E.  W. 
Wynkoop,  commanding  post  of  Fort  Lyon,  he  was  called  upon  to  hold  a  con- 
versation with  three  Cheyenne  Indians,  viz :  One  Eye,  and  two  others,  who 
had  been  brought  in  to  the  post  that  day;  that  the  result  of  the  interview  was 
as  follows :  One  Eye,  Cheyenne,  stated  that  the  principal  chiefs  and  sub- 
chiefe  of  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaboe  nations  had  held  a  consultation  and 
agreed  to  a  man,  of  the  chiefs  and  snb-chiefe,  to  come  or  send  some  one  who  vias 
well  acquainted  with  the  parties  at  the  post,  and  finally  agreed  to  send  himself. 
One  Eye,  with  a  paper  written  by  George  Bent,  Jialf- breed,  to  the  effect 
that  they,  the  Oheyennes  and  Arapahoes,  had  and  did  agree  to  turn  over  to 
Major  E.  W.  Wynkoop,  or  any  other  military  authority,  all  the  white  prisoners 
they  had  in  their  possession,  as  they  were  all  anxious  to  make  peace  with  the 
whites,  and  never  desired  to  be  at  war.  Major  E.  W.  Wynkoop  then  asked 
One  Eye,  he  having  lived  among  whites,  and  known  to  have  always  been 
friendly  disposed  towards  them,  whether  he  thought  tbe  Indians  were  sincere, 
and  whether  they  would  deliver  the  white  prisoners  into  his  {Major  Wynkoop's) 
hands.  His  reply  was,  that  at  the  risk  of  his  life  he  would  guarantee  their  sin- 
cerity. Major  Wynkoop  then  told  him  that  ho  would  detain  him  as  a  prisoner 
ibr  the  time,  and  if  he  concluded  to  proceed  to  the  Indian  camp  he  would  take 
him  with  him  and  hold  him  as  a  hostage  for  their  (the  Indian's)  good  faith. 

One  Eye  also  stated  that  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  nations  were  congre- 
gated, to  the  number  of  two  thousand,  on  the  head-waters  of  the  Smoky  Hill, 
including  some  forty  lodges  of  Sioux;  that  they  had  rendezvoused  there,  and 
brought  in  their  war  parties  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  what  would  be  the  result 
of  their  message  by  which  they  had  sued  for  peace,  and  would  remain  until  they 
heard  something  definite.    Major  Wynkoop  told  One  Eye  that  he  would  pro- 
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ceed  to  tLe  Indian  camp  and  take  him  with  him.  One  Eye  rephed  that  he  was 
perfectly  willing  to  be  detained  a  prisoner,  as  well  as  to  I'emain  a  hostage  for  the 
good  faith  of  the  Indians,  but  desired  the  major  to  start  as  soon  as  possible,  for 
fear  the  Indiiins  might  sepfirate. 

On  the  6th  day  of  September  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  with  Major  Wynkoop 
and  his  command  in  the  direction  of  the  Indian  encampment  After  a  four  days' 
march,  came  in  sight  of  the  Indians,  and  one  of  the  three  Indians  before  men- 
tioned was  sent  to  acquaint  the  chiefs  with  whit  was  the  object  of  the 
expedition,  with  the  statement  that  Major  Wynkoop  desired  to  hold  a  con- 
sultation with  the  chiefs.  On  the  10th  day  of  September,  1864,  the  consnltatton 
■was  held  between  Major  Wynkoop  and  his  officers,  and  the  principal  chiefs  of 
the  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  nations.  Major  Wynkoop  stated  throngh  me, 
to  the  chiefs,  that  he  had  i-eceived  their  message;  that  acting  on  that,  he  had 
come  to  talk  with  thera ;  asked  them  whether  they  all  agreed  to  and  indoi-sed 
the  contents  of  the  letter  which  he  had  in  his  possession,  and  which  had  been 
brought  in  by  One  Eye.  Keceiving  an  answer  in  the  affii-mative,  he  then  told 
the  chiefs  that  he  had  not  the  anthority  to  conclude  terms  of  peace  with  them, 
but  that  he  desired  to  make  a  proposition  to  them  to  the  effect  that  if  they  would 
give  him  evidence  of  their  good  faith  by  delivering  into  his  hands  the  white 
prisoners  they  had  in  their  possession,  he  wonld  endeavor  to  procure  for  tliem 
peace,  which  would  be  subject  to  conditions  that  he  would  take  with  him  what 
principal  chiefs  they  might  select,  and  conduct  them  in  safety  to  the  governor 
of  Colorado,  and  whateyer  might  be  the  result  of  their  interview  with  him,  return 
them  in  safety  to  their  tribe, 

Elack  Kettle,  the  head  chief  of  the  Cheyenne  nation,  replied  as  follows : 

That  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  nations  had  always  endeavored  to  observe 
the  terms  of  their  treaty  with  the  United  States  government;  that  some  years 
previously,  when  the  white  emigration  first  commenced  coming  to  what  is  now 
the  Territory  of  Colorado,  the  country  which  was  in  possession  of  the  Cheyenne 
and  Arapahoe  nations,  they  could  have  successfully  made  war  against  them, 
the  whites,  ITiey  did  not  desire  to  do  so — had  invariably  treated  them  with 
kindness,  and  had  never,  to  their  knowledge,  committed  any  destruction  what- 
ever ;  that  until  the  last  few  months  they  had  gotten  along  in  perfect  peace  and 
harmony  with  their  white  brethren,  but  while  a  hunting  pai  ty  of  their  young 
men  were  proceeding  north,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  South  Platte  river,  hav- 
ing found  some  loose  stock  belonging  to  white  men,  which  they  were  taking  to 
a  ranch  to  deliver  them  up,  they  were  suddenly  confronted  hy  a  party  of  United 
States  soldiers  and  ordered  to  deliver  up  their  arms.  A  difficulty  immediately 
ensued,  which  resulted  in  the  killing  and  wounding  several  on  both  sides. 

A  short  time  after  this  occuiTonce  took  place,  a  village  of  pappooses,  squaws 
and  old'  men,  located  on  what  is  known  as  the  Cedar  caiion,  a  short  distance 
north  of  the  South  Platte,  river,  who  were  perfectly  unawai-e  of  any  difficulty 
having  occurred  between  any  portion  of  their  tribe,  Cheyenne,  and  the  whites, 
were  attacked  by  a  large  paxty  of  soldiers,  and  some  of  them  killed  and  their 
ponies  driven  off.  After  this,  while  a  body  of  United  States  troops  were  pro- 
ceeding from  the  Smoky  Hill  to  the  Arkansas  river,  they  reached  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Sean  Bears'  hand  of  the  Cheyenne  nation.  Sean  Bears',  second 
chief  of  the  Cheyennes,  approached  the  column  of  troops  alone,  his  warriors  re- 
maining off  some  distance,  he  not  dreaming  that  there  was  any  hostility  between 
his  nation  and  tlie  whites.  He  was  immediately  shot  down,  and  fire  opened  upon 
his  band ;  the  result  of  which  was  a  fight  between  the  two  parties.  Presuming 
from  all  these  circumstances  that  war  was  inevitable,  the  young  men  of  the  Chey- 
enne nation  commenced  to  retaliate  by  committing  various  depredations  all  the 
time,  w-hich  he.  Black  Kettle,  and  other  principal  chiefe  of  the  Cheyenne 
nation,  was  opposed  to,  and  endeavored  by  all  means  in  their  power  to  restore 
pacific  relations  between  that  tribe  and  their  white  brethren,  but  at  various. 
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times,  wien  endeaToring  to  approacli  the  military  post  for  the  purpose  of  accom- 
plishing the  same,  were  fired  upon  and  driven  off.  In  the  mean  time,  while  their 
brothers  and  allies,  the  Arapahoes,  were  on  perfectly  friendly  terms  ■with  the 
whitea,  and  Left  Hand's  hand  of  that  nation  were  camped  in  close  vicinity 
to  Fort  Laraed,  Left  Hand,  one  of  the  principal  chiefs  of  the  Arapahoe  na- 
tion, learning  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Kiowaa  on  a  certMn  day  to 
drive  off  the  stock  from  Fort  Lamed,  proceeded  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
that  post  and  informed  him  of  the  fact.  No  attention  was  paid  to  the  informa- 
tion he  gave,  aud  on  the  day  indicated  the  Kiowas  run  off  the  stock.  Left 
Hand  again  approached  the  post  with  a  portion  of  his  warriors,  for  the  pur- 

Sose  of  offering  hi<  services  to  the  commanding  officer  there  to  pursue  and  en- 
eavor  to  regain  the  stock  from  the  Kiowa  Indians,  when  he  was  fired  upon 
and  was  obliged  hastily  to  leave. 

The  yonng  men  of  the  Arapahoe  nation,  snpposing  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
whites  to  make  war  upon  them  as  well  as  the  Oheyennes,  also  commenced  retal- 
iating as  they  were  able,  and  against  the  desire  of  most  of  their  principal  chiefs, 
who,  as  well  as  Black  Kettle  and  other  chiefs  of  the  Cheyennes,  were  bitterly 
opposed  to  hostility  with  the  whites. 

He  then  said  that  he  had  lately  heard  of  a  proclamation'  issued  hy  the  gov- 
ernor of  Colorado,  inviting  all  friendly  disposed  Indians  to  come  in  to  the  differ- 
ent military  posts,  and  that  they  wonld  be  protected  by  the  government.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  although  he  thought  the  whites  had  been  the  aggres- 
sors and  forced  the  trouble  npon  the  Indians,  and  anxious  for  the  welfare  of  his 
people,  he  had  made  this  last  effort  to  communicate  agiun  with  the  military  au- 
thority, and  he  was  glad  he  succeeded. 

He  then  arose,  shook  hands  with  Major  Wynkoop  and  his  officers,  stating 
that  he  was  still,  as  he  always  had  been,  a  friend  to  the  whites,  and,  as  far  as 
he  was  concerned,  he  was  willing  to  deliver  up  the  white  prisoners,  or  anything 
that  was  required  of  himj  to  procure  peace,  knowing  it  to  be  for  the  good  of  his 
people,  but  that  there  were  other  chiefs  who  still  thought  that  they  were  badly 
treated  by  the  "  white  brethren,"  who  were  willing  to  make  peace,  but  who  felt 
unwilling  to  deliver  up  the  prisoners  simply  on  the  promise  of  Major  Wynkoop 
that  he  would  endeavor  to  piocurc  them  [juace  They  desired  that  the  deliver 
ing  up  the  white  pnsoneis  should  be  an  assuiance  of  peace  He  also  went  on 
to  state  that  e^en  if  Slajjr  Wynkoop  a  proposition  ■^vas  not  accepted  there  by 
the  chiefs  assembled  and  although  they  had  sufficient  force  to  entnely  ovtr 
power  Mijor  Wjul,(ops  small  crmmatid  trDm  the  fict  thit  he  had  come 
in  good  faith  to  hold  this  consultation  he  'should  letum  mimile'-ted  to  liit 
Lyon 

Ihe  espreBSioni  of  othei  chiefs  weie  to  the  effect  that  they  losis ted  upon 
peace  as  the  conditions  of  their  dclivtnng  up  the  white  prisoners 

Maj  ir  Wynkoop  hnally  leplied  that  he  lepeated  what  he  had  said  betore, 
that  It  was  not  in  his  power  to  insure  them  peace,  and  that  all  he  had  to  b\y 
in  closing  was  that  they  might  think  about  his  proposition,  that  he  would  march 
to  a  certain  locality,  distant  twelve  miles,  and  there  await  the  result  of  their 
consultation  for  two  days,  advising  them  at  the  same  time  to  accede  to  his  pro- 
position as  the  best  means  of  procuring  that  peace  for  which  they  were  anxious. 

The  white  prisoners  were  brought  in  and  turned  over  to  Major  Wynkoop 
before  the  time  had  expired  set  by  him,  and  Black  Kettle,  White  Antelope,  and 
Bull  Bear,  of  the  Cheyenne  nation,  as  well  as  Nevah  Nattanee,  Borcu,  and  Heap 
Buffalo,  of  the  Arapahoe  nation,  all  chiefs,  delivered  themselves  over  to 
Major  Wynkoop.  We  then  proceeded  to  Fort  Lyon,  and  from  there  to  Denver, 
Colorado  Territory,  at  which  place  Governor  Evans  held  a  consultation  with 
these  chiefs,  the  result  of  which  was  as  follows; 

He  told  them  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  them;  that  they  would  return  with 
Major  Wynkoop,  who  would  reconduct  them  in  safety,  and  they  would  have  to 
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await  tliC  action  of  militaiy  autliorities.  Colonel  Oliivington,  tlien  in  eoiamani 
of  the  district,  also  told  thera  that  they  would  remain  at  the  disposal  of  Major 
Wynkoop  until  higher  authority  had  acted  in  their  ease.  The  Indiana  appeai*ecl 
to  be  perfectly  satisfied,  preBuming  that  they  would  eventually  he  all  right  as 
soon  as  these  authorities  could  be  hesird  from,  and  expressed  themselves  so. 
Black  Kettle  embraced  ihe  governor  and  Major  Wynkoop,  and  shook  hands 
with  all  the  other  oiScials  present,  perfectly  coutenteil,  deeming  that  the  niatt«r 
was  settled.  Oa  our  retwm  to  Fort  Lyon  I  wm  told  by  Major  Wynkoop  to  aay 
to  the  chiefs  that  they  could  bring  their  different  bands,  including  their  families, 
to  the  vicinity  of  the  post  until  be  had  heard  from  the  big  chief;  tliat  he  pre- 
ferred to  have  them  nnder  his  eye  and  away  from  other  quarters,  where  they, 
were  likely  to  get  into  difficulties  with  the  whites. 

The  chiefs  replied  that  they  were  wihing  to  do  anything  Major  Wynkoop 
might  choose  to  dictate,  as  they  had  perfect  confidence  in  him.  Accordingly, 
the  chiefs  went  after  their  families  and  villages  and  brought  them  in  ;  they  ap- 
peared satisfied  that  they  were  in  perfect  security  and  safety  after  their  viUages 
were  located,  and  Major  Wynkoop  had  sent  an  officer  to  headquarters  for  in- 
striiclious.  He,  Major  Wynkoop,  was  relieved  from  command  of  the  post  by 
Major  Scott  J.  Anthony,  and  I  was  ordered  to  interpret  for  him.  Major 
Aathimy,  in  a  consultation  he  desired  to  hold  with  these  Indians.  The  con- 
eukatioii  that  then  took  place  between  Major  Anthony  and  these  Indians  was 
as  follows : 

Major  Anthony  told  them  that  he  had  been  sent  here  to  relieve  Major  Wyn- 
koop, and  that  he  would  from  that  time  be  in  command  of  this  post;  that  he 
had  come  here  under  orders  from  the  commanders  of  all  the  troops  in  this 
country,  and  that  he  had  ordei-s  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  Indians  whatever, 
for  they  heard  at  headquarters  that  the  Indians  had  lately  been  committing 
depredations,  &c.,  in  the  very  neighborhood  of  th'a  post,  hut  that  sioce  his 
arrival  he  had  leai'oed  that  these  reports  were  all  iklse ;  that  he  would  write  to 
headquartei-s  liimself  and  correct  the  rumor  in  regard  to  them,  and  that  he 
would  have  no  objection  to  their  remaining  in  the  vicinity  of  Sand  creek,  where 
they  were  then  located,  until  such  a  time  as  word  might  be  received  from  the 
commander  of  the  department ;  that  be  himself  would  forward  a  complete  state- 
ment of  all  that  he  had  seen  or  heard  in  regard  to  them,  and  that  he  was  in 
hopes  tliat  he  would  have  some  good  news  for  the  Indians  upon  receiving  an 
answer,  but  that  he  was  sorry  that  his  orders  were  such  as  to  render  it  im- 
possible for  him  to  make  thera  any  issues  whatever. 

The  Indians  then  replied  that  it  would  he  impossible  for  them  to  remain  any 
great  length  of  time,  as  tbey  were  short  of  provisions.  Major  Anthony  then 
told  them  that  they  could  let  their  villages  remain  where  they  were  and  send 
their  young  men  out  to  hunt  buffalo,  as  he  uaderatood  that  the  huffalaea  had 
lately  come  close  in.  The  Indians  appeared  to  be  a  little  dissatisfied  with  the 
chavige  in  the  commanders  of  the  post,  fearing  that  it  boded  them  no  good ;  but 
having  received  assurancesofsafet.yfrom  Major  Anthony,  they  still  had  no  fears 
of  their  families  being  disturbed. 

Oh  the  26th  of  November  I  i-eceived  permission  from  Major  Seott  J.  Anthony, 
commaadiHg  post,  to  proceed  to  the  Indian  village  on  Saad  creek  for  the*  purpose 
of  trading  with  the  Indians,  and  started,  accompanied  by  a  soldier  named  David 
Louderhack,  and  a  citizen,  Watson  Clark.  I  reached  the  village  and  commenced 
to  trade  with  them.  On  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  November  the  village  was 
attacked  by  Colonel  J.  M.  Oliivington  with  a  command  of  from  nine  hundred  to 
one  thousand  men.  The  Indian  village  numbered  about  one  hundred  lodges, 
counting  altogether  five  hundred  souls,  two-thirds  of  whom  were  women  and 
children.     From  my  observation,  I  do  not  think  there  were  over  sixty  Indiana 
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that  m^e  any  defence.  I  rode  over  the  field  after  the  slaughter  was  over  and 
counted  from  sixty  to  seventy  dead  bodies,  a  large  majovity  of  which  were 
women  and  children,  all  of  whose  hodies  had  been  mutilated  in  the  most  horrible 
manner.  When  the  troops  first  approached,  I  endeavored  to  join  them,  but  was 
repeatedly  fired  upon,  as  also  the  soldier  and  the  citizen  with  me. 

When  the  troops  began  approaching,  I  saw  Black  Kettle,  the  head  chief, 
hoist  the  American  flag  over  his  lodge,  as  well  as  a  white  flag,  "fearing  there 
might  be  some  mistake  as  to  who  they  were.  After  the  fight  Colonel  Chiving- 
ton  returned  with  his  command  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Lyon,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded down  the  Arkansas  river. 

JOHN  S.  SMITH, 

V.  S.  Interpreter. 

Sworn  and  subacribed  to  at  Fort  Lyon,  Colorado  Territory,  this  27th  day  of 
January,  1865. 

W.  P.  MINTON, 
Second  Lieut.  \sl  Nevi  Mexico  Voh.,  Post  Adjutant, 


Fort  Lvon,  Oolokado  Terbitoby, 

January  16,  1865. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Lieutenant  James  D.  Cannan,  Ist  New 
Mexico  volunteer  infantry,  who,  after  being  duly  aworn,  says: 

That  on  the  28th  day  of  November,  1864, 1  was  ordered  by  Major  Scott  J. 
Anthony  to  accompany  him  on  an  Indian  expedition  as  hia  battalion  adjutant. 
The  object  of  that  expedition  was  to  be  a  thorough  campaign  against  hostile  In- 
dians, as  I  was  led  to  understand.  I  referred  to  the  fact  of  tliere  being  a  friendly 
camp  of  Indiana  in  the  immediate  neighborhood,  and  remonstrated  against 
fiimi^y  attacking  that  camp,  as  1  was  aware  that  they  were  resting  there  iu 
fancied  security,  under  promises  held  out  to  them  of  safety  from  Major  G.  W. 
Wynkoop,  from  commander  of  the  post  of  Fort  Lyon,  as  well  as  by  Major  S.  J. 
Authony,  then  lo.  command.  Our  Dattalton  was  attached  to  the  command  of 
Colonel  J.  M.  Chivington,  and  left  Fort  Lyon  on  the  night  of  the  28th  of  No- 
'  vember,  1864.  About  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  November  we 
came  in  sight  of  the  camp  of  the  friendly  Indiana  aforementioned,  and  waa  or- 
dered by  Colonel  Chivington  to  attack  the  same,  which  was  accordingly  done. 
The  command  of  Colonel  Chivington  was  composed  of  about  one  thousand 
men.  The  village  of  the  Indiana  consisted  of  fi-om  one  hundred  to  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  lodges,  and,  aa  far  aa  I  am  able  to  judge,  of  from  five  hundred 
to  six  hundred  souls,  the  majority  of  whom  were  women  and  children. 

In  going  over  the  battle-ground  the  next  day,  I  did  not  see  a  body  of  man, 
woman,  or  child  but  was  scalped;  and  in  many  instances  their  bodies  were 
mutilated  in  the  most  horrible  manner,  men,  women,  and  children — privates 
cut  out,  &c.  I  heard  one  man  say  that  he  had  cut  a  woman's  private  parts 
out,  and  had  them  for  exhibition  on  a  stick ;  I  heard  another  man  say  that  he 
had  cut  the  fingers  off  of  an  Indian  to  get  the  tings  on  the  hand.  According 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  these  atrocities  that  were  committed 
were  with  the  knowledge  of  J.  M,  Chivington,  and  I  do  not  know  of  his  tak- 
ing any  measures  to  prevent  them.     I  heard  of  one  instance  of  a  child  a  few 
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months  old  beiiiff  thrown  in  the  feed-hox  of  a  wagon,  and  after  being  carried 
some  distance,  left  on  the  ground  f  o  perish.  I  also  heard  of  numerous  instances 
in  which  men  had  cut  out  the  private  parts  of  females,  and  atretched  them  over 
the  saddle-hows,  and  wore  them  over  their  hats,  while  riding  in  the  ranks.  All 
these  matters  were  a  subject  of  general  conversation,  and  eould  not  help  being 
knowQ  hy  Colonel  J.  M.  Ohivington. 

JAMES  D.  CANNAN, 
First  Lieutenant  1st  htfantry.  New  Mexico  Volunteers. 

Sworn  ar.d  subacribed  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  January,  1865,  at  Fort 
Lyoii,  Colorado  Territory. 

W.  P.  MINTON, 
Seeond  Lieut.,  \xt  New  Mexico  Vols.,  Post  Adjutant. 


t  of  lAewtenant  Cannan,  \st  Nnw  Mexico  Volunteers. 

Was  ordered  by  Major  Anthony  to  accompany  him  as  his  adjutant  on  au 
Indian  expedition — object,  thorough  campaign.  States  that  he  referred  to  the 
camp  of  friendly  Iidians,  and  remonstrated  against  attacking  that  camp. 

About  daybreak,  Kovember  29,  Colonel  Ohivington  ordered  the  attack;  gives 
f  the  bar'narities  of  our  men,  cutting  out  privates,  Sfc. 

AmuTANT  Genekal's  Office,  March  — ,  ISCiS. 


Adjutant  General. 


I'oaT  Lyon,  Colorado  Te 

Janiiary  16,  1865, 
Personally  appeared  before  mo  Captain  B.  A.  Hill,  1st  New  Mexico  volunteer 
infantry,  who,  after  beipg  duly  sworn,  says : 

That,  as  an  officer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  he  was  on  duty  at 
Fort  Lyon,  Colorado  Territory ;  at  the  time  there  was  an  understand  in  g  between 
the  chiefe  of  the  Arapahoe  and  Oheyenoe  nations  and  Major  E.  W.  Wynkoop 
with  regard  to  their  resting  in  safety  with  their  villages  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort 
Lyon  until  such  time  as  orders  in  regard  to  tliem  conld  be  received  from  the 
commanding  general  of  the  department;  that  after  Major  Wynkoop  being  re- 
lieved from  the  command  of  Fort  Lyon,  Colorado  Territory,  the  samo  nnder- 
standing  existed  between  Major  Scott  J.  Anthony  and  the  aforesaid  Indians; 
that,  to  the  beet  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  the  village  of  Indiana  massacred 
by  Colonel  J.  M.  Ohivington  on  the  29th  day  of  November,  1864,  were  the  same 
friendly  Indians  heretofore  referred  to. 

R.  A.  HILL, 
Captain  Ist  Infantry,  New  Mexico  Volunteers. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  January,  1865. 
W.  P.  MiNTON, 
Second  Lieut.  \sl  Infantry,  New  Mexico  Vols.  Post  Adjutant. 
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Deposition  of  Captain  R.  A.  Hill,  IsC  New  Mexico  infantry. 

Was  oa  duty  at  Fort  Lyon  at  time  these  Indiana  wsrc  camping  n«ar  said  fort; 
that  they  were  then,  by  permission  of  Major  Wynkuop  and  Major  Anthony, 
waiting  until  ioBtructionB  could  he  received  from  headquarters  how  to  act  lu 
their  caJ5e. 

To  the  best  of  bis  knowledge,  these  Indiana  were  the  same  massacred  by 
Colonel  Chivington  November  29. 

Adjutant  Genbbal's  Office,  March  — ,  186S. 


Assistant  Adjittant  General 

Fort  Lyon,  Colorado  Tereitouv, 

January  27,  1865. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Spcond  Lieutenant  W.  P.  Minton,  fii'st  regiment, 
New  Mexico  infantry  volunteers,  and  Lieutenant  C.  M.  CossiW,  first  cavalry  of 
Colorado,  who,  after  beiag  duly  sworn,  say; 

That  on  the  28th  day  of  Sovembei-,  18t>4,  Otdouel  J.  M.  CBivington,  with  the 
third  regiment  of  Colorado  cavalry  (one-hundred -days  men^  and  a  battalion  of 
the  first  cavalry  of  Colorado,  arrived  at  this  post,  and  on  the  99th  of  November 
attacked  a  village  of  friendly  Indians  in  this  vicinity,  and,  according  to  representa- 
tions made  by  otJiers  ia  our  presence,  murdered  their  womeu  and  children,  and 
committed  the  most  horrible  outrages  upon  the  dead  bodies  of  the  same;  that 
the  aforesaid  Indians  were  recognized  as  friendly  by  ail  parties  at  this  poet, 
under  the  following  circumstances,  viz: 

That  Major  E.  W.  Wynkoop,  formerly  commander  of  the  post,  had  given 
them  assurances  of  safety  until  such  time  as  he  eoulo  bear  from  the  command- 
ing general  of  the  department  in  consequence  of  tZieir  having  sued  for  peace, 
and  given  every  evidence  of  their  sincerity  by  delivering  up  the  white  prisuners 
they  had  in  their  posseasioa,  by  congregating  their  families  together  and  leaving 
them  at  the  mercy  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Lyon,  who  could  have  massacred 
them  at  any  moment  they  felt  so  disposed ;  that  upon  Major  Wynkoop  being 
relieved  from  the  command  of  Fort  Lyon  and  itfajor  Scott  J.  Anthony  assuming 
command  of  the  same,  it  was  still  the  understauding  between  Major  Anthony 
and  the  Indians  that  they  could  rest  in  the  security  guaa-anteed  them  by  Major 
Wynkoop. 

Also,  that  Colonel  J.  M,  Chivington,  on  bis  arrival  at  the  post  of  Fort  Lyon, 
was  aware  of  the  circumstances  in  regaid  to  these  Indians,  from  the  fact  that 
different  officers  remonstrated  with  him,  and  stated  to  him  how  these  Indians 
were  looked  upon  by  the  entire  g-arrisoii;  that,  notwithstanding  these  re- 
monstrances, and  in  the  face  of  aJI  these  facts,  he  committed  the  massacre 

W.  P.  MINTON, 

Second  Lieut.  1st  Infantry,  New  Mexico  Volunteers. 
0.  M.  OOSSITT, 
First  Lieutenant  1st  Cavalry  of  Colorado. 

n  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  27tb  day  of  January,  1865. 
W.  W.  DENISON, 
Second  Lieutenant  1st  Colorado  Veteran  Cavalry, 

Acting  Rfgimental  Adjutant. 
j^DJUTANT  Ge.\eiial's  Office,  March  — ,  1865. 

d :  , 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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Fort  Lvon,  Colorado,  January  27,  1865. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Sanmel  G.  Colley,  who,  being  duly  aworn,  oa 
oatli  depoBee  and  says: 

Tbat  be  is  now,  and  has  beea  for  the  past  three  years.  United  States  agent 
for  the  Arapahoe  aud  Obeyenne  Indians, 

Tbat  in  the  month  of  June  last  be  received  instructions  from  Hon,  John 
Evajis,  governor  and  ex-officio  superintendent  Indian  afEiira  for  Colorado  Terri- 
tory, directing  him  to  send  oat  persons  into  the  Indian  country  to  distribute 
printed  proclamations,  (wbicli  he  was  fumiabed  with,)  inviting  all  friendly  In- 
dians to  come  in  to  the  different  places  designated  in  said  proclamation,  and 
they  would  be  pi-otected  and  fed.  Tbat  be  caused  the  terms  of  said  proclama- 
tion to  be  widely  disseminated  among  the  different  tribes  of  Indiana  under  hia 
charge,  and  that  in  accordance  therewith  a  large  number  of  Arapaboea  and 
Cbeyennea  came  into  this  post,  and  provisions  wore  issued  to  tbem  by  Major  E. 
W.  Wynkoop,  commanding,  and  myself 

That  on  the  4tb  day  of  September  last  two  Cheyenne  Indians  (One  Eye  and 
Manimick)  came  into  this  post  with  information  tbat  the  Arapaboes  and  Cbey- 
ennea bad  several  white  prisoners  among  tbem  tbat  they  had  purchased,  and 
■were  deairooa  of  giving  tbem  up  and  making  peace  with  the  whites. 

Tbat  on  the  6ih  day  of  September  following  Major  E.  W.  "Wynkoop  left  this 
post  with  a  detachment  of  ti'oofia  to  reaeue  said  prisoners;  and  that  after  an  absence 
of  several  daya  be  returned,  bringing  with  him  four  white  prisoners  which  he 
i-cceivcd  from  the  Arapahoe  and  Cheyenue  Indians,  He  was  acco'mpanied  on 
his  return  by  a  number  of  the  most  influential  men  of  both  tribes,  who  were 
unanimously  opposed  to  war  with  the  whites,  and  desired  peace  at  almost  any 
terms  tbat  the  whites  might  dictate. 

That  immediately  npon  the  arrival  of  Major  Wynkoop  at  this  post  large 
numbers  of  Arapahoes  and  Cbeyennes  came  in  and  camped  near  the  post. 

Major  Wynkoop  selected  several  of  the  most  prominent  chiefs  of  both  na- 
tions and  proceeded  to  Denver  to  council  with  Superintendent  Evans ;  after  bis 
return  he  held  frequent  councils  with  the  Indians,  and  at  all  of  them  distinctly 
stated  that  he  was  not  empowered  to  treat  with  them,  but  tbat  be  had  de- 
spatched a  messenger  to  the  headquarters  of  the  department,  stating  their 
wishes  in  the  matter,  aud  tbat  as  soon  as  be  received  advices  from  there  be 
would  inform  tbem  of  the  decision  of  General  Curtis  respecting  them. 

Tbat  until  tliat  time,  if  they  placed  themselves  under  bis  protection,  they 
should  not  be  molested.  That  the  Indians  remained  quietly  near  the  post  until 
the  arrival  of  Major  Antbouy,  who  relieved  Major  Wynkoop. 

Major  Anthony  held  a  council  with  the  Indians,  and  informed  them  tbat  be 
was  instructed  not  to  allow  any  Indians  in  or  near  the  post,  but  that  be  bad 
found  matters  here  much  better  than  he  had  expected,  and  advised  them  to  go 
out  and  camp  on  Sand  creek  until  he  could  hear  from  General  Curtis.  He 
wished  them  to  keep  him  fully  advised  of  aU  tlie  movements  of  the  SiouXj 
which  they  promptly  did. 

He  also  promised  them  tbat  as  aoon  as  be  beard  from  General  Curtis  lie 
would  advise  them  of  hia  decision. 

Erom  the  time  that  Major  Wynkoop  left  tbia  post  to  go  out  to  rescue  the 
white  priaonera  until  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Cbivington  here,  which  took  place 
on  the  aStb  of  November  last,  no  depredations  of  any  kind  had  been  committed 
by  the  Indians  within  two  hundred  miles  of  this  post. 

That  upon  Colonel  Cbivington's  arrival  here  with  a  large  body  of  troops  be 
waa  informed  where  these  Indians  were  encamped,  and  was  fully  advised  under 
what  circumstances  they  had  come  in  to  this  post,  and  why  tbey  were  then  on 
Sand  creek.     That  be  waa  remonstrated  with  both  by  officers  and  civilians  at 
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this  post  against  making  war  upon  tlioso  Indiana.  That  he  was  iufiirmed  and 
fully  advised  that  tliere  was  a  large  number  of  friendly  Indiana  there,  together 
■with  several  white  men  who  were  there  at  the  request  of  himself  (Oolley)  aud 
by  permiaeion  of  Major  Anthony,  That  notwithstanding  his  knowledge  of  the 
facts  as  above  set  forth,  he  is  informed  that  Ooloue!  Ohivington  did,  on  the 
morning  of  the  29th  of  November  last,  surprise  and  attack  said  camp  of  friendly 
iBdiana,  and  maaaacie  a  large  number  of  them,  (mostly  women  and  children,) 
and  did  allow  the  troops  under  his  command  to  mangle  and  mutilate  them  in 
the  most  horrible  manner. 

S.  G.  COLLEY, 
United  States  Indian  Agent. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  Jaauaiy,  1865,  at  Eoi-t 
Lyon,  Colorado  Territory. 

W.  P.  MINTON, 
Second  Ziieut.  1st  Irvfanirij,  New  Mexico  Vols.,  Post  Adjutant. 


HEADdTIARTERS  DePABTMENT   OP  THE   MISSOURI, 

St.  Louis, ,  186—. 

Deposition  of  Samuel  Gf.  Colley,  United  States  agent  for  the  Arapahoe  and 
Cheyenne  Indians,  says  that  in  June  last,  obedient  to  instructions  from  Governor 
Evans,  Colorado  Territory,  he  distributed  printed  proclamations  through  the  In- 
dian country,  inviting  all  friendly  Indians  to  come  te  the  different  places  desig- 
nated in  said  proclamation.  That  the  Indians  in  qnestion  came  to  Fort  Lyon; 
provisions  were  issued  to  them  by  Major  Wynkoop,  That  two  of  the  chiefs  re- 
poi-ted  they  had  several  white  prisoners  which  they  purchased,  and  which  they 
wished  to  give  up.  That  Major  Wynkoop,  on  the  6th  of  September,  went  and 
rescued  the  prisoners.  On  his  return,  was  accompanied  by  influential  men  of 
both  tribes  unanimously  for  peace  at  any  terms  almost  the  whites  might  dictate. 
Major  Wynkoop  proceeded  with  the  chiefs  to  council  with  Governor  Evans. 
Major  Wynkoop  repeatedly  stated  that  he  had  not  the  power  to  ti-eat  with  them, 
but  was  waiting  instructions  from  General  Curias,  and  until  that  time  he  wouSd 
protect  them.  These  Indians  kept  the  commander  of  the  post  fuUy  advised  of 
liie  movements  of  the  Sioux.  No  depredations  were  committed  within  two 
hundred  miles  of  the  post  while  these  Indians  were  in  the  vicinity  of  the  post. 

Upon  Colonel  Ohivington's  amval  he  was  informed  whei-e  the  Indians  were 
and  advised  of  the  circumstances  that  brought  them.  He  was  remonstrated 
with  by  officers  and  civilians  against  making  war.  Notwithstanding  Colonel 
Chivington's  knowledge  of  these  facts,  on  the  29th  November  he  surprised 
and  attacked  said  camp  of  friendly  Indians,  killed  a  large  aamber,  mostly 
women,  aud  allowed  his  troops  to  mangle  and  mutilate  bodies. 


Deposition  of  lAeutmants  Minton  and  Cossitt. 

Colonel  Ohivington,  with  3d  Colorado  cavalry  and  battalion  of  1st  Colorado 
cavalry,  attacked,  on  the  29th  November,  a  village  of  friendly  Indians,  and, 
according  to  representation,  murdered  women  and  children  in  horrible  manner. 
Indians  were  recognized  friendly.     They  were  there  and  on  assui'ance  from 
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Major  Wynlfoop  of  safety.  Indians  eainod  the  fii'endship  by  giving  up  white 
ptiaonera.  Colonel  Ohivingtoii  was  acquainted  with  circ  am  stances,  and  was 
lemenstrated  with  agavust,  &c. 

Adjutant  Ge^ehal's  Office,  March  — ,  1865. 


AssutatiC  Adjutant  General, 


Fort  Lyon,  Colorado  Trrbitorv, 

January  27,  1S65. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Private  David  Louderhack,  1st  cavalry  of 
Colorado,  and  B.  W.  Clai-k,  citizen,  who,  after  being  duly  awom,  say : 

That  they  accompanied  John  Smith,  United  States  Indian  interpreter,  on 
the  26th  day  of  November,  1864,  by  permiaaion  of  Major  Scott  J.  Anthony, 
commanding  post  of  Fort  Lyon,  Colorado  Territoiy,  to  the  village  of  the 
friendly  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  Indiana,  on  Sand  creek,  close  to  Fort  Lyon,  , 
Colorado  Territory,  he,  John  Smith,  havinff  received  permiaaion  to  trade 
with  the  aforesaid  friendly  Indians ;  that  ou  the  morning  of  the  29th  day  of 
November,  1864,  the  said  Indian  village  waa  attacked,  while  deponents  were 
in  the  aame,  by  Colonel  J.  M.  Chivington,  with  a  command  of  about  1,000 
men  ;  that,  according  to  their  beet  knowledge  and  belief,  the  entire  Indian  vil- 
lage was  composed  of  not  roore  than  500  souls,  two-thirds  of  which  were 
women  and  children;  that  the  dead  bodies  of  women  and  children  were  after- 
wards mutilated  in  the  most  horrible  manner ;  that  it  was  the  understanding 
of  the  deponents,  and  the  general  understanding  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Lyon, 
that  thia  village  were  friendly  Indiana  ;  that  they  had  beoH  allowed  to  remain 
in  the  locality  they  were  then  in  by  permiaaion  of  Major  Wynkoop,  former 
commander  of  the  poat,  and  by  Major  Anthony,  then  in  command,  as  well  as 
from  the  fact  that  permiaaion  had  been  given  John  Smith  aad  tl      ^  '     ' 

visit  the  said  camj)  for  the  purpose  of  t 


lud  subsciibed  to  before  me  this  37th  day  of  Januaiy,  1865. 

W.  P.  MINTON, 
Second  Lieut.  New  Mexico  Vols.,  Post  Adjutant. 


Deposition  of  David  Jjov,derbach,  \st  Colorado  cavalry,  and  R.  W,  Clark, 
citizev.. 

They  were  in  camp  of  Indiana -with  John  Smith,  interpreter,  who  had  per- 
mission to'trade  with  the  Indians.  On  the  morning  of  29th  November  camp 
waa  attacked  by  Colonel  Chivington's  command  of  1,000  men,  while  they  were 
in  camp ;  dead  bodies  of  women  and  children  were  horribly  mutilated  ;  that  it 
waa  their  nnderatanding,  and  general  understanding  of  garrison  Fort  Lyon, 
that  these  Indians  were  friendly ;  that  they  were  allowed  to  remain  there  by 
Major  Wynkoop  and  Major  Anthony. 

Adjutant  General's  Office,  March  — ,  1865. 

Official : 


Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Hosier  b/GOOgIC 
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War  Department,  Fehruary  14-,  1863. 
Resolutions  of  Kansas  legislature,  requesting  the  Secretary  of  War  to  place 
a  aafS-cient  force  under  General  Ctirtis  to  enable  him  to  protect  the  Kansas 
frontier  and  fhe  overland  and  Santa  F^  routes. 

Referred  to  Genera!  HalLECe,  chief  of  staff,  February  14,  1865. 
Copy  aeut  to  General  Grant  some  days  ago, 

H.  W.  HAT.LECK, 
Major  General,  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


J.  C.  KELTON,  CoJmtl,  A.  A.  G. 


CONCURRENT  RESOLUTIONS  in  relati.m  lo  tlie  ovcriand  travel  and  the  setHera  upon 
the  froulier. 

"Whereas  the  Indian  massacres  which  occurred  upon  the  border  of  our  State 
during  the  summer  and  fall  of  1864,  and  which  are  now  being  re-enacted  by 
the  hostile  tribes  of  Indians  upon  the  overland  route  to  California,  Nevada,  and 
New  Mexico,  and  the  Territories  of  Coloiado  and  Idaho,  interfere  and  retard 
the  settlement  and  development  of  the  mmeral  tesourcps  of  these  Temtories, 
and  interrnpt  the  overland  communication  to  and  from  the  Pacific  and  the 
Territories  of  Colorado  and  Idaho ;  and  ■«  hereas  the  military  force  on  said  route 
is  entirely  inadequate  and  insufficient  to  chastise  the  hosliie  tribes  of  Indians, 
and  to  keep  them  from  committing  their  murderous  attacks  upon  emigrants  to 
those  Territories  and  Pacific  States,  and  to  keep  the  Ime  of  communication 
open  fi-om  the  Missouri  river,  in  the  State  of  Kansas,  to  said  States  of  Cali- 
fornia and  Nevada,  and  Teiiitories  of  Colorado  and  Idaho  and  New  Mexicu ; 
and  whereas  it  is  necessary  to  the  settlement  of  the  northern  and  western  por- 
tion of  our  State  that  the  hostile  tribes  of  Indians  be  prevented,  if  possible, 
fi'Om  committing  their  murderous  attacks  upon  our  frontier  settlers  and  the 
overland  mail ;  Therefore 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  house  of  representatives  of  ike  State  of  Kansas,  (the 
senate  concurring  therein,)  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
requested  to  place  a  sufficient  military  force  in  the  hands  of  Major  General 
Curtis,  commanding  this  department,  to  enable  him  to  give  sufficient  and  ample 
protection  to  the  frontier  of  Kansas  and  the  overland  and  Santa  Fe  routes. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  state  be  inatracted  to  forward  copies  of  this 
preamble  and  resolution  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  our  senators  and  rep- 
resentatives in  Congress. 

Paesed  by  both  houses. 

D.  M.  EMMERT,  Chief  Clerk. 

I,  R.  A.  Barker,  secretary  of  state,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a  tme 
and  correct  copy  of  a  concurrent  resolution,  the  original  of  which  is  on  file  ia 
my  office. 
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In  teslimnny  ■whereof,  I  have  set  my  hand  ami  afBsed  the  official  aeal  of  my 
)ffico  this  aist  day  of  Januaiy,  A.  D.  1865. 

E.  A.  BARKER, 

Secretary  of  Sia/,e. 

Heauuuarters  of  the  Akmy,  March  18,  1865. 
Official  copy : 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
■  C'olo'/iel  ami  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HEADauAhTBKS  District  of  Ooi.oRAro, 

Beaver,  February  13,  1865. 

GB-NKGAL:  The  condition  of  military  affsurs  in  this  Twritory  for  the  last 
three  nwniha  has  caused  quite  a  stir  at  home,  and  a  very  great  commotion 
abroad,  and  justly  bo.  To  enable  yoa  to  properly  appreciate  the  wauts  and 
necessities  of  tbis  people,  BO  as  to  apply  a  remedy ;  to  ai'rive  at  a  desirable  cou- 
clusion  as  to  the  cause  of  existing  hostilities  on  the  part  of  the  Indians ;  to 
define  my  position  as  district  cflmmander,  and  to  lay  before  yoa  the  many  diffi- 
culties and  embari'assments  which  I  have  had  to  contend  against  since  aaaaming 
command,  as  well  as  to  inform  you  of  the  steps  taken,  and  the  means  provided 
for  can-ying  out  the  behests  ol'  the  government  and  protection  of  this  Territory, 
I  deem  it  my  duty,^r*i  dAity,  to  give  you  a  concise  history  of  events  which 
may  be  relied  upon  for  present  information  and  future  guidance.  Had  I  been 
possessed  of  eerfeiin  facts  from  reliable  sowrceg  when  1  assumed  command  of  this 
district,  oil  the  4th  of  January,  but  a  little  ovei-  a  month  ago,  it  might  have 
been  possible  to  an-ange  matters  so  as  to  have  fended  off  part,  at  least,  of  the 
present  troubles,  which  will  have  (if  not,  indeed,  already)  one  good  effect,  viz; 
to  change  the  policy  of  the  government  respecting  the  treatment  of  the-Indians 
on  the  plains.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  origin  of  the  present  difficultiee, 
whether  the  white  men  or  the  red  were  the  aggressors,  matters  not  now.  We 
are  in  eveiy  respect  the  superior  of  the  Indians,  and  can  afford  to  wage  a  war 
of  their  own  choosing,  even  to  extermination. 

When  I  assumed  command  of  this  district  there  were  but  about  two  hun- 
dred (aOO)  men  all  told,  and  they  were  scattered  over  an  area  of  three  hundred 
(300)  miles,  and  yet  with  this  command,  I  was  expected  to  protect  the  route 
from  Denver  to  Julesburg,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  niuety  (ISO)  miles, 
while' only  forty  (40)  of  the  two  hundred  (200)  soldiers  were  on  that  line, 
stationed  forty  (-lO)  miles  from  Denver.  The  balance  were  ou  the  Arkansas 
river  aiid  at  Jb^ort  (iarland.  My  district  extends  about  sixty  (60)  miles  on  the 
overland  route  from  Denver,  and  yet  I  am  called  upon  to  protect  as  far  as 
Julesburg,  in  the  northeast  corner  of  Colorado  Territory,  with  no  troops  at 
my  eommaud,  while  on  the  north  there  are  plenty,  as  also  from  Julesburg  to 
Kearney,  which,  in  my  opinion,  from  what  I  have  seen  of  them,  and  heard  from 
reliable  sources,  had  better  be  sent  to  some  new  field  of  operations.  I  have 
special  reference  to  the  statioDS  from  Kearney  to  Julesburg.  I  cannot  say  who 
is  to  blame  for  this,  but  it  is  not  the  less  true.  I  see  every  reason  why  the 
district  of  Colorado  should  embrace  the  Territory,  and  none  for  it  being  as  it  now 
stands  defined.  Fort  Lyon  was  not  in  my  command  when  I  arrived  here,  and 
Las  but  lately  been  added,  which  gives  me  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  (250) 
more  effective  men  in  the  district,  but  not  for  operations  on  the  overland  route, 
as  they  are  needed  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  Territory  to  protect  the  Santa 

About  the  end  of  December,  1864,  the  3d  regiment  Colorado  cavalry  (oue- 
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hundred-days  men)  were  mnBtered  out  of  the  service,  thus  denuding  the  diati-ict  of 
ti-oops,  imd  at  a  time,  too,  when  the  Indians  had  suffered  an  overwhelming  defeat, 
or  heeu  stthjected  to  a  wholesale  massacre  at  the  hands  of  Colonel  Chivingtoa, 
then  commanding  district;  (I  give  you  these  distinctions,  as  the  people  here 
are  divided  on  the  qneatton ;)  at  a  time  when  the  Indians  were  burning  for  revenge 
on  the  white  men,  women,  and  children,  in  retaliation  for  the  tilled  by  Colonel  . 
Chiviogton,  commanding,  for  it  is  useless  to  deny  this  fact;  at  a  time  when  the 
severity  of  the  winter  prevented  the  making  of  a  campaign  with  any  hope  of 
success  on  our  side,  even  had  the  troops  been  at  my  command.  In  view  of  these 
facts,  and  knowing,  as  he  did,  that  the  Territory  would  be  exposed  to  Indian 
assaults  and  deprecations,  while  denuded  of  troops,  I  question  much  the  policy 
and  propriety  of  the  Sand  creek  battle  fought  by  Colonel  Ohivington  on  the 
29th  of  November,  1864.  This  matter  is  now  under  investigation  by  a  commis- 
sion appointed  under  instructions  from  Major  General  Cuitis,  so  that  iu  course 
of  time  it  will  speak  for  itself. 

After  having  become  poss^ed  of  all  these  facta,  I  looked  around  to  see  what 
could  he  done  in  the  premises  to  save  the  country.  I  first  made  a  statement  to 
Major  General  Curtis,  which,  by  the  way,  has  never  been  acknowledged,  and 
impressed  upon  him  the  necessity  for  making  certain  changes  and  of  hui-rying 
out  re-enforcements.  Finding  no  response  or  relief  from  that  quarter,  I  next 
called  upon  the  governor  regai-ding  the  turning  out  of  the  militia,  which  was 
deemed  impracticable,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  law  has  so  many  defections. 
I  then  suggested  to  the  legislature,  which  was  in  session,  the  propriety  of 
amending  the  militia  law,  but  no  answer  came  or  action  taken.  In  consulta- 
tion with  the  governor  and  other  prominent  men  of  tbp  Territory,  it  was  deemed 
most  expedient  and  beat  to  nrge  the  passage  of  a  bill  issuing  territorial  bonds, 
which  conld  be  cashed  at  par  hy  moneyed  men,  and  the  same  used  to  pay  volun- 
tefirs  a  bounty  for  three  (3)  months'  service,  and  purchase  horses  on  which  to 
mount  them,  (for  there  are  none  in  the  quartermaster's  hands,  nor  any  money 
to  purchase  them  with ;)  and  these  men  were  to  be  placed  under  my  command, 
and  used  in  opening  and  keeping  open  the  overland  stage  route.  The  honae 
and  council  could  not  agree  on  this  biU;  so  after  over  two  weeks'  delay,  and  no 
good  resulted  from  their  action,  I  was  compelled  to  proclaim  martial  law,  shut 
up  all  houses  of  business,  stop  all  labor  and  traffic,  and  keep  matters  so  until 
they  furnished  me  tlu-ee  hundred  and  sixty  (360)  mounted  men,  which  I  would 
arm  and  equip.  These  men  are  now  being  raised,  and  I  expect  by  the  20th 
to  have  the  most  of  them  in  the  field.  My  position  has  been,  and  is,  anything 
hut  a  pleasant  one — isolated  from  all  support,  a  stranger  in  the  land,  cut  off  from 
all  communication,  threatened  and  attacked  by  hostile  Indians,  being  ia  a  com- 
munity divided  against  itself,  and  compelled  to  proclaim  martial  law,  with  not 
a  man  at  my  back  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  same ;  yet  I  have  succeeded  by 
first  stirring  up  the  public  mind,  and  preparing  it  for  the  result  which  had  to 
follow,  unless  I  chose  to  back  down,  and  yield  my  authority,  which  no  living 
soldier  will  do. 

I  enclose,  for  your  information  on- this  subject,  copies  of  a  correspondence  be- 
tween myself,  the  governor,  and  the  legislature  on  these  ti-oahles,  also  an  article 
from  the  Journal,  a  newspaper  published  in  the  mountains,  which  will  define 
to  you  my  position,  and  show  you  what  I  have  had  to  contend  with.  I  made 
it  my  buaineaa  to  visit  the  mountains  officially  on  the  very  day  when  excite- 
ment was  at  the  highest  pitch.  On  the  day  but  one  after  that  article  was  writ- 
ten I  addressed  a  meeting  of  about  fifteen  hundred  (1,500)  citizens,  ia  which  I 
pointed  out  to  them  at  whose  door  the  blame  lay,  the  duties  they  owed  them- 
selves and  the  government,  and  my  reasons  for  proclaiming  mai-tial  law.  I 
was  unanimously  sustained,  and  that  night  one  hundred  and  twenty  (120)  men 
were  sworn  in  for  three  months.  This  was  the  quota  required  by  the  governor 
to  fill  uiy  call. 
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I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  order  eBtabliehing  martial  law,  as  also  the  gov- 
einor'e  call  in  accordance  therewith.  To  assert  your  authority  here,  in  trying 
cases,  is  very  different  from  asserting  it  in  any  other  portion  of  the  TJnion. 

Men  of  influence  aad  wealth  in  the  east  are  interested  to  a  veiy  great  amoant 
ia  the  mining  companies,  so  that  they  readily  ohtaia  an  official  ear  in  Washing- 
ton to  a  one-sided  story,  which  invariably  works  injnsticc  to  those  in  authority 
and  responsible.  I  therefore  respectfully  ask,  general,  that  you  forward  this, 
or  a  copy,  to  Washington,  that  I  may  stand  right  on  the  record. 

I  am  not  afraid  to  assume  any  responsibility  commensurate  with  the  sur- 
rounding circumstances,  and  which  is  for  the  good  of  the  service ;  but  I  am. 
afraid  of  the  snake-like  wmdmg  ot  hjpoi.ruj  backed  by  a  grovelling,  sensual 
desire.     If  men  will  adht,ie  to  tiuth  I  will  cheerfully  abide  every  issae. 

In  the  hope  this  will  pio\e  'fatiifactory  and  of  use  to  you  in  your  adminis- 
tralioit,  and  satisfy  your  mmd  legardmg  my  position  and  the  steps  I  have 
taken  in  the  premises, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  verv  i  =pei,tfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
T.  MOONLIGHT.  _ 
Colonel  11th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding. 

Major  General  G.  M.  DoDGE, 

Commandrng  Department  of  the  S/Iissouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas. 


Hraoquarturs  District  of  Colorado, 

Denver,  January  7,  1865. 
Sir  :  As  matters  now  stand  in  this  district  (having  in  a  manner  no  troops) 
there  is  great  danger  of  being  overrun  by  the  Indians.  Troops  could  at  the 
present  time  be  raised  better  than  at  any  other  time,  and  now  is  the  time  we 
req^uire  tliem.  Will  you,  as  acting  governor,  communicate  with  the  authorities 
on  the  subject  {the  governor  being  in  Washington)  to  obtain  this  authority?  It 
ia  of  immense  importance  to  the  Territory,  and  the  only  way  to  receive  speedy 
relief  from  the  danger  surrounding,  and  prevent  starvation. 

I  submit  this  for  your  consideration  and  action,  and  my  name  may  be  used  by 
you  ia  this  connexion  on  your  despatches. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MOOHLIGHT, 
Colonel  llth  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding. 
Hen,  Samuel  H.  Elbkrt. 


Hbadqttartbrs  District  op  Colorado, 

Denver,  G.  T.,  January  8,  1865. 
Slit :  Owing  to  tho  depredations  of  Indians,  we  are,  at  present,  shut  up  from 
telegraphic  commoni cations  with  the  east,  and,  therefore,  beyond  the  reach  of 
immediate  support  from  any  quarter,  leaving  ns  to  ourselves  to  act  in  the  prem- 
ises. Should  the  troubles  continae,  I  will  be  constrained  to  call  on  the  able- 
bodied  men  to  muster  for  the  protection  of  the  line  of  transportation.  If  you 
have  any  special  views  on  tlie  subject,  I  would  be  pleased  to  have  them. 
Very  respectfnlJy,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 
Colonel  llth  Kmisas  Cavalry,  Commanding. 
Hon.  S.  H.  Elbert,  ^ 

Secretary  and  Acting  Governor.  |,  (^,OOQIc 

Part  VI 7  ■  O 


JIASSACliE    01''    CliEYEKNE    INDIANS. 


Hrabwl'aktkhs  District  op  Colorauo, 

Denver,  January  9,  1S65. 
Gentlemen  :  Learning  that  the  legiaJative  body  of  Colorado  Ten-itory  ia 
non'  in  aesaion,  I  reapectf'ully  Buggeat  for  your  consideration  the  propriety  of  im- 
mediately reorganizing  the  militia  law.  Your  country  is  in  a  manner  isolated 
from  the  balance  of  the  federal  goveroment,  on  which  you  depend  for  supplies 
Your  line  of  transportation  ia  now  inoperative,  and  it  deyolrea  upon  you,  th  ' 
representatives  of  the  people,  to  take  a  step  in  a  direction  that  will  insure  you 
at  least,  an  active  and  efficient  militia  force  to  guard  over  your  interests.  As- 
matters  now  stand,  tlie  militia  ranat  be  called  out  sooner  or  later,  and  I  make 
these  saggestions  that  there  may  be  no  misunderstanding  between  the  civil  and 
military. 

Gentlemen,  pardon  my  intniaion,  I  mean  it  for  your  good. 
Very  respectfuily,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MOOHLIGHT, 
Colonel  W-ik  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding. 
Speaker  of  the  House  op  Rgpresbntatjvus, 

Colorado  City,  Colorado  Teirilory. 


HEAiniUAKTEns  District  of  Colorado, 

lienvcr,  January  17,  1865. 

SrR  :  By  I'eaaon  of  the  scarcity  of  troops  in  th  is  district,  our  natural  enemies 
the  Indiana,  have  poaaessed  themselves  of  our  lines  of  commnnicatJon.  They 
have  bumed  ranches,  killed  innocent  women  and  children,  destroyed  goTernment 
property  wherever  it  was  found,  driven  off  the  stage  stock,  killed  the  drivers  and 
passengers  travelling  on  the  coaches ;  in  short,  they  are  making  it  a  war  of  ex- 
termination. We  may  look  ia  vain  for  snch  timely  militaiy  aasiatance  aa  will 
protect  the  lives  and  property  of  settlers ;  nor  can  we  hope  for  an  eastern  com- 
munication tliis  winter,  nnlesa  the  citizena  of  the  Territory  band  themselves 
together  in  a  military  organization,  and  spring  to  arms  at  yonr  call  as  chief 
executive.  The  blood  of  the  innocent  and  unoffending  martyrs  cries  aloud  for 
vengeance,  and  starvation  stares  in  the  face  the  living.  You  nor  I  cannot  longer 
remain  inactive,  and  be  considered  guiltless.  It  devolves  npon  the  militia,  as 
matters  now  stand  to  open  the  overland  route,  and  keep  it  open  until  troops  can 
be  had  from  the  east  to  make  war  on  these  savages  of  the  plains,  nntil  there 
remains  not  a  vestige  of  their  originality.  On  behaif  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, and  on  my  own  responsibility,  (trusting  to  the  justice  of  the  cause  for  my 
own  protection,)  I  will  furnish  carbines  to  the  first  mounted  and  accepted  com- 
pany, and  rifled  weapons  of  improved  pattern  to  all  the  balance ;  also,  rations  for 
the  same  as  United  States  troops,  and  forage  for  the  animals,  with  the  proper 
allowance  of  transportation,  and  also  hoi-se  equipments.  My  scouts  inform  me 
that  the  Indian  spies  are  now  prowling  aronnd  the  very  skirts  of  this  place,  so 
that,  ill  addition  to  your  call  for  militia  for  field  service,  the  city  companies 
should  at  once  be  placed  on  a  war  footing,  having  daily  drills,  with  appointed 
places  of  rendezvous,  that  we  may  not  be  caught  napping. 
I  am,  very  respeclfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 
Colonel  11th  Kansas  Cai:aJry,  Commanding. 

Hon.  S.  H.  Elbert, 

Acting  Governor,  Colorado  Tarritm-y. 
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HnAriQUABTEGS  "District  of  Colorado, 

Denver,  January  S5,  1865. 

Sin  :  I  hjive,  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tliQ  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
yesterdttv,  from  Golden  City,  making'  inquiries  as  to  the  number  of  troops  in  this 
di;stiict,  and  the  disposition  made  of  them.  I  will  cheerfully  giTe  you  the  desired 
information. 

At  Fort  Lyon,  which  has  lately  beea  placed  in  my  district,  tliere  are  about 
300  men.  The  mustering  officer,  Captaia  J.  0.  Andersoa,  has  but  returned 
after  completing  the  organization  of  the  1st  regiment,  by  consolidating  it  into 
six  maximum  companies.  About  forty  men  are  at  Fort  Garland,  but  these  now 
will  ho  increasoi!  to  100.  About  forty  men  are  at  Oamp  Fillmore,  hut  these  will 
he  increased  to  100  also,  as  companies  will  be  stationed  together  at  poate  so 
remote.  One  company  will  be  stationed  here  of  100  men  in  place  of  the  Btvag- 
glei-s  now  doing  duty.  One  company  will  be  divided  and  stationed  at  Bijou 
Baain  and  Living  Springs.  This  leaves  only  two  companies  at  Fort  I^on,  In 
addition  to  these,  there  are  about  seventy-five  (75)  reci'uits  of  the  Sd  Colorado  ; 
part  of  them  are  now  at  or  near  Junction,  and  the  balance  will  join  in  a  few  days. 
There  are  aboat  sixty  men  now  at  Valley  Station,  but  these  must  be  changed, 
owiug  to  the  new  organization.  There  are  about  500  men,  all  told,  for  duty, 
scattered  from  Fort  Lyon,  ^-ia  Garland,  Filhnore,  Denver,  and  on  route  to  Valley 
Station,  a  distance  of  about  450  miles. 

The  committee  will  see  from  this  that  so  widely  spread  are  the  troops,  that, 
even  in  a  case  of  emergency,  it  would  not  bo  possible  to  get  together  more  than 
SOO  men  in  thirty-six  hours. 

Trusting  this  may  be  of  service  to  yow  in  your  proceedings,  I  remain,  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 
Colonel  i\th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Oo?nma'iiding. 

T>.  H.  K'icaoLS, 

CJiairman  of  Committee  on  Military/  Affairs. 


HKADiiUAitTKKS  District  of  CoLOBAno, 

Denver,  January  31,  1865. 
Sir  ;  I  have  been  looking  eagerly  and  waiting  patientlyfor  the  passage  of  the 
bill  which  was  designed  to  relieve  the  people  of  this  Territory  from  the  rav- 
ages of  the  Indians.  That  bill  was  introduced  at  my  suggestion,  as  the  most 
feasible  of  all  plans  to  raise  troops  rapidly  and  voluntai-ily  for  the  opening  of 
the  overland  route,  and  tlie  keeping  of  it  open  until  succor  could  arrive  from  the 
States,  The  Indians  are  every  day  becoming  more  desperate,  and  to-day  there 
Htauds  not  a  ranch,  out  of  the  many  that  were  between  Valley  Station  and 
Julesbnrg,  and  but  very  few  on  this  side,  and  all  since  the  inti-oduetion  oi  that 
bill.  I  trnsted  implicitly  in  the  patriotism  and  fidelity  of  the  legislature,  and 
that  their  wisdom  and  judgment  would  at  once  foresee  the  necessity  of  taking 
steps  to  defend  their  homes,  their  little  ones,  and  the  property  of  the  people  whom 
they  represent.  Am  I  mistaken  J  God  forbid !  Yet  every  indication  of  late 
seems  to  blight  my  fondest  hopes.  I  cannot  longer  await  the  action  of  youc 
honorable  body,  for  this  night's  despatches  from  Junction  inform  me  that  about 
three  thousand  (3,000)  Indians  are  marching  up  the  Platte  on  both  sides. 
Unless  the  legislature,  within  forty-eight  hours,  does  something  to  relieve  suffer- 
ing humanity,  and  save  this  country  from  ruin  and  devastation,  I  will  he  com- 
pelled, much  against  my  will,  to  proclaim  martial  law,  shut  up  all  houses  of 
business,  and  force  every  man  able  to  bear  arms  into  the  ranks,  and  send  them 
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out  to  protect  then  hiethren,  kill  off  tlie  Indiaoe,  and  estalilisli  permanent 
communication  with  the  east.  I  cannot  quietly  look  oa  and  perform  my  duty 
to  this  people  my  country,  and  my  God. 

I  htve  weighed  thid  matter  well  in  my  own  mind,  and  whst  I  have  stated  is 
"    n  resolve,  Trith  a  lingering  hope  that  your  honorable  body  will  yet,  and 
tave  thia  Territory  from  destraction,  and  themselveB  from  the  in- 
lignation  ot  an.  infuriated  people. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  veiy  respectfully,  yoixr  obedient  servant, 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 
Colonel  11th  Kansas  Cavalry,  Cmninandmg. 
SpEAEEii  OF  THE  HousE  OF  ItRi'iiESENTATiVES,  Golden  City. 


HEADaUAKTEBS  DiSTEICT  OF  COLORADO, 

Denver,  February  4,  1865. 

Dear  Sir:  I  send  this  comumni  cation  by  special  messenger,  and  respectfully 
aek  that  an  answer  to  this,  as  well  as  that  of  January  31,  ultimo,  be  returned. 
Time  passes,  and  the  danger  increases — heuee  the  urgency  of  my  request. 

I  have  been  informed  from  various  souiees  that  a  portion  of  the  house  took 
exceptions  to  my  letter  of  the  31st  of  Januai-y,  as  being  threatening  and  coer- 
cive in  its  tone.  Permit  me  to  say  that  nothing  was  further  from  my  mind  or 
intention.  Liberty  is  a  boon  I  prize  too  highly  to  wilfully  deprive  oUiei'S  of  its 
blessing,  and  the  course  that  I  fear  I  must  pursue  for  the  salvation  of  this  peo- 
ple is  forced  upon  me  by  a  coKabination  of  circumstances  which,  io  my  humble 
opinion,  the  legislature  might,  within  the  past  two  weeks,  have  scattered  to  the 
winds.     This  they  have  not  done;  therefore  I  must  do  something. 

On  invitation  of  your  honorable  body,  and  on  the  speaker's  stand,  in  their 
presence,  did  I  make  known  aiy  feelings  on  the  Indian  question.  There  I 
urged  the  passage  of  that  bill,  and  there  I  told  them  that  I  was  opposed  to 
martial  law.  My  acts  have  not  belied  ray  words ;  but  the  time  has  come  when 
"patience  ceases  to  be  a  virtue,"  and  when  inactivity  is  a  wilful  "dereliction 
of  duty,"  So  far,  I  have  been  patient  m  the  extreme,  though  not  inactive.  I 
have  nothing  to  reti'act  in  my  letter  of  January  31,  but  will  adhere  closely  to 
my  decision.  I  may  err  in  addressing  the  house,  and  not  the  council.  Should 
such  be  the  case,  it  must  be  attributed  to  my  ignorance  of  parliamentary  rules, 
for  I  suppose  that  a  measure  of  this  kind  would  be  acted  upon  in  joint  ballot. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  youi-  obedient  servant, 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 
Colonel  llth  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanding. 

Hon,  S['EAi>i!R  OP  House  of  Representatives, 

Golden  City.  Colorado  Territory. 


HEADatlARTERS  DISTRICT  OK  COLORADO, 

Denver,  Colorado  Te)-ritory,  Fehruary  G,  1SS5. 
SiK:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  4th  instant,  (in  behalf  of  the  house  of  which  you  are  an  honorable  member,) 
in  which  I  am  informed  that  the  bill  authorizing  the  issuing  of  $300,000  bonds  for 
Uie  purpose  of  mounting  the  militia  called  foi  paying  the  bounty  &.c  was  not 
likely  to  pass ;  and  also  that  a  bill  was  likely  to  pass  (supersedmg  the  bond 
bill,)  giving  bounties  to  men  who  would  enlist  in  the  two  Ooloiiido  regiments 
now  in  the  field,  and  also  that  it  had  been  repreientod  to  the  houie,  as  e<  ming 
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from  me,  that  a  enfBcient  Dumber  of  men  could  ibe  obtained  in  tliia  way,  so  as 
to  avoid  tlie  necessity  of  pioclaiming  martial  law. 

In  reply,  I  would  state  that  I  am  very  Bony  the  bond  bill  did  not  pass  over 
two  weeks  ago,  for,  to  my  mind,  it  was  the  awvest  and  most  houorable  way  that 
men  could  be  raised  and  horses  procured.  I  have  never  stated  that  a  sufficient 
number  of  men  could  be  enlisted  for  the  old  regiments,  so  as  to  meet  the  esi- 
geucies  of  the  case;  and  even  could  these  men  be  persuaded  to  enlist,  I  have 
not  at  present  tbe  horses  on  which  to  mount  them.  I  should  he  pleased  to  see 
a  bill  pass  authorizing  the  paj'iiient  of  a  liberal  bounty  to  recruits  for  the  1st  and 
2d  Colorado  regiineats,  for  I  think  the  regiments  might  be  recruited  up  to  the 
maximum;  but  1  am  sorry  to  say  that  anch  a  bill  at  this  late  hour  would  not 
meet  the  necessities  of  the  times.  Men  and  horses  must  be  had  immediately, 
or  else  we  must  yield  oui-selvea  living  sacrifices  to  inhuman  savages ;  and  who 
of  us  all  are  prepared  to  do  this  ?  I  beg  of  yon  not  ta  defeat  the  bounty  bill  be- 
cause of  the  lateness  of  the  hour  which  gave  it  birth,  for,  in  my  estimation,  it 
will  he  of  great  assistance  and  good,  I  am  more  than  sorry  that  I  have  now 
no  other  alternative  hut  to  proclaim  martial  law  and  suspend  all  business  until 
a  sufficient  number  of  men  (mounted)  are  had  to  open  the  overland  road  and 
pi-otect  the  frontier  settlere  of  the  Territory,  When  I  modified  martial  law,  as 
it  existed  under  tlie  formei-  district  commander,  I  never  expected  to  be  com- 
pelled to  recreate  it  with  renewed  severity. 

Accept  my  thanks  for  your  courtesy,  and  believe  me,  with  esteem  and  re- 
spect, your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MOONLIGHT, 
Colonel  Wih  Kansas  Cavalry,  Commanili»ff. 

Hon.  E.  T.  Holland, 

Cliairman  of  Military  Committee. 

HeATKIUARTEHS  DEPAKTMK^T  OF  THK  MlSSOUR[, 

St.  Louis,  Missouri,  March  9,  1865. 
A  true  copy : 

J.  F.  BENNETT,  A.  A.  G. 

ADJUTAr^T  General'^  Office,  March  — -,  1865. 
Official : 

_,  A.  A.  G. 


Testimony  of  Colonel  J.  M.  Ghivington. 

Interrogatories  propounded  to  John  M,  Ghivington  by  the  Joint  Committee 
on  the  Conduct  of  the  "War,  and  answers  thereto  given  hy  said  Ghivington  re- 
duced to  writing,  and  subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  AJexander  W.  Atkins, 
notary  public,  at  Denver,  in  the  TeiTJtoiy  of  Colorado. 
1st  question.  What  is  yoar  place  of  residence,  your  age  and  profession  ? 
Answer.  My  place  of  residence  is  Denver,  Colorado;  my  age,  forty-five  years ; 

I  have  been  colonel  of  Ist  Colorado  cavalry,  and  was  mustered  out  of  the 

service  on  or  about  the  eighth  day  of  January  last,  and  have  not  been  engaged 

in  any  business  since  that  time. 

8d  q^uestion.  Were  you  in  November,  1864,  in  any  employment,  civil  or 

military,  under-  the  authority  of  the  United  States ;  arid  if  so,  what  was  that 

employment,  and  what  position  did  you  hold  ? 
Answer.  In  November,  1864,  I  was  colonel  of  1st  Colorado  cavalry,  and  in 

command  of  the  disti-ict  of  Colorado. 

Jdjquestion.  Did  you,  as  colonel  in  commaDd  of  Colorado  troops,  about  the  29th 

of  November,  lSG4,make  an  attack  on  an  Indian  village  or  camp  at  a  place  known 
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aa  Sand  creek  ?  If  so,  state  particularly  the  number  of  men  uudei-  your  com- 
mand ;  how  armed  and  ecjnipped ;  whether  mounted  or  not ;  and  if  you  had  any 
artillery,  etate  the  number  of  guns,  and  the  batteries  to  which  they  belonged. 

Answer.  On  the  29th  day  of  NoTemher,  1S64,  the  troops  uader  my  com- 
mand attacked  a  camp  of  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Indians  at  a  place  known 
as  Big  Bend  of  Sandy,  about  forty  miles  north  of  Fort  Lyon,  Colorado  Terri- 
tory. Thei-e  were  in  my  command  at  ttat  time  about  (500)  fire  hundred  men  of 
the  3d  regiment  Colorado  cavalry,  under  the  iramediate  command  f)f  Colonel 
George  L.  SIioup,  of  said  3d  regiment,  and  about  (250)  two  hundred  and  fifty 
men  of  the  1st  Colorado  cavalry;  Major  Scott  J.  Anthony  commanded  one  bat- 
talion of  said  lat  regiment,  and  Lieatenant  Luther  Wilson  commanded  another 
battalioa  of  said  1st  regiment.  The  3d  regiment  was  armed  with  rifled 
muskets,  and  Star's  and  Sharp's  carbines.  A  few  of  the  men  of  that  regiment 
had  revolvers.  The  men  of  the  1st  regiment  were  armed  with  Star's  and 
Sharp's  carbines  and  revolvers.  The  men  of  the  3d  regiment  were  poorly 
equipped ;  the  supply  of  blankets,  boots,  hats,  and  caps  was  deficient.  The 
men  of  the  1st  regiment  were  well  equipped  ;  all  these  troops  were  mounted. 
1  had  four  12-pound  mountain  howitzers,  manned  by  detachments  from  cavalry 
companies ;  they  did  not  belong  to  any  battery  company. 

4th  question.  State  as  nearly  as  you  can  the  number  of  Indians  that  were 
in  the  village  or  camp  at  the  time  the  attack  was  made ;  how  many  of  them 
wore  warriors ;  how  many  of  them  were  old  men,  how  raauy  of  them  weie 
women,  and  how  many  of  them  were  children  ? 

Answer.  From  the  best  and  most  reliable  information  I  could  obtain,  there 
were  in  the  Indian  camp,  at  the  time  of  the  attack,  about  eleven  (11)  or  twelve 
(12}  hundred  Indiana:  of  these  about  seven  hundred  were  wavriore,  and  the 
remainder  were  women  and  children.  I  am  not  aware  that  there  were  any  old 
men  among  them.  There  was  an  unusual  number  of  males  among  them,  for  the 
reason  that  the  war  chiefs  of  both  nations  were  assembled  there  evidently  for 
some  special  purpose, 

5th  question.  At  what  time  of  the  day  or  night  was  the  attack  made  ?  Was 
it  a  snrprise  to  the  Indians  1  What  preparation,  if  any,  had  they  made  for  de- 
fence or  offence  1 

Answer.  The  attack  was  made  about  sunrise.  In  my  opinion  the  Indians  were 
surprised ;  they  began,  as  soon  as  the  attack  was  made,  to  oppose  my  troops,  how- 
ever, and  were  soon  fighting  desperately.  Many  of  the  Indians  were  armed 
with  rifles  and  many  with  revolvers;  I  think  all  had  bows  and  arrows.  They 
had  excavated  trenches  under  the  bank  of  Band  creek,  which  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Indian  eamp  is  high,  and  in  many  places  precipitous.  These  trenches 
were  two  to  three  feet  deep,  and,  in  eonneiioa  with  the  banks,  were  evidently  de- 
signed to  protect  the  occupants  from  the  fire  of  an  enemy.  They  were  found 
at  various  points  extending  along  the  banks  of  the  creek  for  several  milea 
from  the  camp ;  there  were  marks  of  the  pick  and  shovel  used  in  excavating 
them  ;  and  the  fact  that  snow  was  seen  in  the  bottoms  of  aome  of  the  trenchea, 
while  all  anow  had  disappeared  from  the  surface  of  the  country  generally, 
sufSciently  proved  that  they  had  been  constructed  some  time  previously. 
The  Indians  took  shelter  in  these  trenches  as  soon  as  the  attack  was  made, 
and  from  thence  resisted  tlie  advance  of  my  troops. 

6th  question.  What  namber  did  yoa  lose  in  killed,  what  number  in  wounded, 
and  what  number  in  missing  ? 

Answer,  There  were  seven  men  killed,  forty-seven  wounded,  and  one  was 

7th  question.  What  nnmher  of  Indians  were  killed ;  and  what  number  of 
the  killed  were  women,  and  what  number  were  children  1 

Answer.  From  the  best  information  1  could  obtain,  I  judge  there-were  five 
hundred  or  six  hundred  Indians  killed  ;  I  cannot  state  positively  the  number 
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killed,  nor  can  I  state  positively  the  irambei-  of  women  and  children  killfid. 
Officers  wiio  passed  over  the  field,  by  my  orders,  after  the  battle,  for  the  pni: 
pose  of  ascertaining  the  uumber  of  Indians  kiUed,  report  that  they  saw  bat 
few  women  or  children  dead,  no  more  than  would  certainly  fall  in  an  attack 
upon  a  camp  in  which  they  were.  I  myself  passed  over  some  portions  of  the 
field  after  the  fight,  and  I  saw  but  one  woman  who  had  been  killed,  and  one 
who  had  hanged  herself;  I  saw  no  dead  children.  I'Vona  all  I  could  learn,  I 
arrived  at  tte  conclusion  that  bat  few  women  or  children  had  been  slain.  I  am 
of  the  opinion  tliat  when  the  attack  was  made  on  the  Indian  camp  the  greater 
number  of  aq^tiawB  and  children  made  their  escape,  while  the  warriors  remained 
to  fight  my  troopa. 

sSi  question.  State,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  the  number  of  Indiana  that  were 
wounded,  giving  the  number  of  women  and  the  number  of  children  among 
the  wounded. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  any  Indians  were  wounded  that  were  not  killed ; 
if  there  were  any  wounded,  I  do  not  think  they  could  have  been  made  pris- 
oners without  endangering  the  lives  of  soldiers  ;  Indians  uanaliy  fight  as  long 
as  they  have  strength  to  resist.  Eight  Indians  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  troops 
alive,  to  my  knowledge ;  these,  with  one  exception,  were  sent  to  Fort  Lyon  and 
properly  eared  for. 

9tli  question.  What  property  was  captwred  by  the  forces  nnder  your  com- 
mand ?  State  the  namher  of  horses,  mules  and  poneya,  bnffalo  robes,  blankets, 
and  also  all  othei'  property  talcen,  specifying  particularly  the  kinds,  quality,  and 
value  thereof. 

Answer.  There  were  horaes,  mules,  and  poneys  captured  to  the  number  of 
about  six  hundred.  There  were  about  one  hundred  buffalo  robestaken.  Some 
of  this  stock  had  been  stolen  by  the  Indians  from  the  government  during  laat 
spring,  summer  and  fall,  and  some  of  the  stock  was  the  property  of  private 
citizens  from  whom  they  had  been  stolen  during  the  same  period.  The  horses 
that  belonged  to  tlic  government  were  returned  to  the  ofSeers  responsible  for 
them ;  as  nearly  aa  could  be  learned,  the  horaes  and  mules  that  were  owned  by  pri- 
vate citizens  were  returned  to  them  on  proof  of  ownership  being  furnished ; 
such  were  my  orders  at  least.  The  poneys,  horses,  and  mules  for  which  no  owner 
conld  be  found,  were  put  into  the  hands  of  my  provost  marshal  in  the  field, 
Oaptiun  J.  J.  Johnson,  of  company  E,  3d  Colorado  cavalry,  with  insti'uetions 
to  drive  them  to  Denver  and  turn  them  over  to  the  acting  quartermaster  as 
captured  stock,  taking  his  receipt  therefor.  After  I  arrived  in  Denver  I  again 
directed  Captain  Johnson  to  turn  these  animals  over  to  Captain  Gorton,  aasist- 
ant  quartermaster,  as  captured  atock,  which  I  presume  he  did.  Colonel  Thos. 
Moonlight  relieved  me  of  the  command  of  the  district  soon  after  I  arrived  in 

Denver,  that  is  to  say,  on  the  day  of ,  A.  D.  186-,  and  I  wfus 

mustered  out  of  the  service,  the  tej'm  of  service  of  my  regiment  having  expired. 
My  ti-oops  were  not  fully  supplied  with  hospital  eqnipage,  having  been  on  forced 
marches.  The  weather  was  exceedingly  cold,  and  additional  covering  for  the 
wounded  became  necessary  ;  I  ordered  the  buffalo  robes  to  be  used  for  tliat  pur- 
pose. I  know  of  no  other  property  of  value  being  captured.  It  is  alleged  that 
groceries  were  taken  from  John  Smith,  United  States  Indian  interpreter  for  Upper 
Arkansas  agency,  who  was  in  the  Indian  camp  at  the  time  of  the  attack,  trading 
goods,  powder,  lead,  caps,  &c.,  to  the  Indiana.  Smith  told  me  that  these  gro- 
ceries belonged  to  Samuel  C  Colby,  United  States  Indian  agent.  I  am  not 
aware  that  these  things  were  taken  ;  I  am  aware  that  Smith  and  D.  D.  Colby, 
son  of  the  Indian  agent,  have  each  presented  claims  against  the  government 
for  these  ai'ticles.  The  buffalo  robes  mentioned  above  were  also  claimed  by 
Samuel  G-.  Colby,  D.  D.  Colby  and  John  Smith.  One  hale  of  buffalo  robes 
was  marked  S.  S.  Soule,  ist  Colorado  cavah'y,  and  I  am  informed  that  one 
halo  was  marked  Anthony,  Major  Anthony  being  in  command  of  Port  Lyon  at 
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that  time.  I  cannot  aay  what  has  been  done  with  the  property  since  1  was  re- 
lieved of  the  command  and  mustered  out  of  service.  There  was  a  large  qnan- 
iity  of  Indian  trinkets  taken  at  tlie  Indian  camp  which  were  of  no  value.  Tiie 
aoldiera  retained  a  few  of  tliese  as  trophies ;  tlie  remainder  with  the  Indian 
lodges  were  destroyed. 

loth  question.  What  reason  had  you  for  making  tlie  attack?  What  reasons, 
if  any,  had  yoa  to  believe  that  Black  Kettle  or  any  other  Indian  or  Indians  in 
the  camp  entertained  feelings  of  hostility  towards  the  whites  t  G-ive  iu  detail 
the  names  of  all  Indians  so  believed  to  be  hostile,  with  the  dates  and  places  of 
their  hostile  acts,  so  far  as  you  may  be  able  to  do  so. 

Answer.  My  reason  for  making  the  attack  on  the  Indian  camp  was,  that  I 
believed  the  Indians  io  the  camp  were  hostile  to  the  whites.  That  they  were  of 
the  same  ti'ibes  with  those  who  had  murdered  many  persons  and  destroyed  much 
valuable  property  on  the  Platte  and  Arkansas  rivers  during  the  previous  spring, 
summer  and  fall  was  beyond  a  doubt.  "When  a  tribe  of  Indians  is  at  war  with 
the  whites  it  is  impossible  to  determine  what  party  or  band  of  the  tribe  or  the 
name  of  the  Indian  or  Indians  belonging  to  the  tribe  so  at  war  are  guilty  of 
the  acts  of  hostility.  The  most  that  can  be  ascertained  is  that  Indians  of 
the  tribe  have  performed  the  acts.  During  the  spring,  summer  and  fall  of  the 
year  1864,  the  Arapaho  and  Cheyenne  Indians,  in  some  instances  assisted  or  led 
on  by  Sioux,  Kiowae,  Comanehes  and  Apaches,  had  committed  many  acts  of  hos- 
tility in  the  country  lying  between  the  Little  Blue  and  the  Eocky  mountains 
and  the  Platte  and  Arkansas  rivers.  They  had  murdered  many  of  the  whites 
and  taken  others  prisoners,  and  had  destroyed  valuable  property, probably  amount- 
ing to  $aOO,000  or  $300,000.  Their  rendezvous  was  on  the  headwaters  of  the 
Kepublicaii,  probably  one  hundred  miles  from  where  the  Indian  camp  was  lo- 
cated. I  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  these  Indians  were  either  directly 
or  indirectly  concerned  in  the  outrages  which  had  been  committed  upon  the 
whites.  I  bad  no  means  of  ascertaining  what  were  the  names  of  the  Indians 
who  had  committed  these  outrages  other  than  the  declarations  of  the  Indians 
themselves  ;  and  the  character  of  Indians  in  the  western  country  for  truth  and 
veracity,  like  their  respect  for  the  chastity  of  women  who  may  become  pris- 
oners iu  their  hands,  is  not  of  that  order  which  is  calculated  to  inspire  confidence 
in  what  they  may  say.  In  this  view  I  was  supported  by  Major  Anthony,  1st 
Colorado  cavairy,commandingat  Fort  Lyon,  and  Samnel  G.  Colby,  UnitedStates 
Indian  agent,  who,  as  they  had  been  in  communication  witli  these  Indians,  were 
more  competent  to  judge  of  their  disposition  towards  the  whites  than  myself. 
Previous  to  the  battle  they  expressed  to  me  the  opinion  that  the  Indians  should 
be  punished.  We  found  in  the  camp  the  scalps  of  nineteen  (19)  white  persons. 
One  of  the  surgeons  informed  me  that  one  of  these  scalps  had  been  talten  from 
the  victim's  head  not  more  than  four  days  previously,  I  can  furnish  a  child 
captured  at  the  camp  ornamented  with  six  white  women's  scalps  ;  these  scalps 
must  have  been  taken  by  these  Indians  or  furnished  to  them  for  their  gi-atification 
and  amusement  by  some  of  their  brethren,  who,  like  themselves,  were  in  amity 
with  the  whites. 

11th  question.  Had  you  auy,  and  if  so.  what  reason,  to  believe  that  Black 
Kettle  and  the  Indians  with  him,  at  the  time  of  your  attack,  were  at  peace  with 
the  whites,  and  desired  to  remain  at  peace  with  them  ] 

Answer.  I  had  no  reason  to  believe  that  Black  Kettle  and  tlie  Indiana  with 
him  were  in  good  faith  at  peace  with  tlie  whites.  The  day  before  the  attack 
Major  Scott  J.  Anthony,  1st  Colorado  cavalry,  then  in  command  at  Fort  Lyon, 
told  me  that  these  Indians  were  hostile  ;  that  he  had  ordei-ed  his  sentinels  to 
fire  on  them  if  they  attempted  to  come  into  the  post,  and  that  the  sentinels  had 
fired  on  them  ;  that  he  was  apprehensive  of  an  attack  from  these  Indians,  and 
had  taken  every  precaution  to  prevent  a  surprise.  Major  Samuel  G.  Colby, 
United  States  Indian  agent  for  these  Indians,  told  me  on  the  same  day  that  he 
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had  done  everything  in  liis  power  to  make  them  behave  tliemaelvos,  and  tliat 
for  the  last  six  mnnths  lie  could  do  nothing  with  them ;  that  nothing  but  a 
sound  whipping  would  hring  a  lasting  peace  with  them.  These  statements  were 
made  to  me  in  the  presence  of  the  officers  of  my  staff  whose  statements  can  be 
obtained  to  corroborate  the  foregoing, 

12th  question.  Had  you  reason  to  kuow  or  believe  that  those  Indians  had 
sent  their  chief  and  leading  men  at  any  time  to  Denver  city,  in  order  to  take 
meaflure  in  connection  with  the  snperintendent  of  Indian  affairs  there,  or  with 
any  other  person  having  authority,  to  secure  friendly  relations  with  the  whites  1 

Answer.  I  was  present  at  an  interview  between  Grovemor  Evans  on  the  part 
of  the  wliites,  and  Elack  Kettle  and  six  other  Indians,  at  Gamp  Weldraar, 
Denver,  about  the  27th  of  September,  1864,  in  which  the  Indians  desired  peace, 
but  did  not  propose  terms.  Genei'al  Ourtis,  by  telegraph  to  mo,  declined  to 
make  peace  with  them,  and  said  that  there  could  be  no  peace  without  his  con- 
sent. Governor  Evans  declined  to  treat  with  them,  and  as  General  Cortia  was 
then  in  command  of  the  department,  and,  of  course,  I  could  not  disobey  his  in- 
structions. Geceral  Onrtis's  terms  of  peace  were  to  require  all  bad  Indians  to 
be  given  np,  all  stock  stolen  by  the  Indians  to  be  delivered  np,  and  hostages 
given  by  the  Indians  for  their  good  conduct.  The  Indians  never  complied  with 
these  terms. 

13th  question.  Were  those  Indians,  to  your  knowledge,  referred  by  the  super- 
intendent of  Indian  affairs  to  the  military  authorities,  as  the  only  power  under 
the  government  to  afford  them  protection  1 

Answer.  Governor  Evans,  in  the  confei'ence  mentioned  in  my  last  answer,  did 
not  refer  the  Indians  to  the  military  authorities  ioi  protection,  but  for  terms  of 
peace.  He  told  the  Indians  "that  he  was  the  peace  chief,  that  they  had  genu 
to  war,  and,  therefore,  must  deal  with  the  war  chiefs."  It  was  at  this  time  I 
gave  them  the  terms  of  General  Curtis,  and  they  said  they  had  not  received 
power  to  make  peace  on  such  tenns,  that  they  would  report  to  their  yonng  men 
and  see  what  they  would  say  to  it ;  they  would  like  to  do  it,  but  if  their  young 
men  continued  the  wai-  they  would  have  to  go  with  them.  They  said  there 
were  three  or  four  small  war  parties  of  their  young  men  out  on  the  war  path 
agfMdst  the  whites  at  that  time.     This  ended  the  talk. 

14th  question.  Did  the  officer  in  command  of  Port  Lyon,  to  your  knowledge, 
at  any  time  extend  the  protection  of  our  flag  to  Elack  Kettle  and  the  Indians 
with  him,  and  direct  them  to.  encamp  upon  the  reservation  of  the  fort  t 

Answer.  Major  E.  W.  Wynkoop,  1st  cavalry,  Colorado,  did,  as  I  have  been 
informed,  allow  some  of  those  Indians  to  camp  at  or  near  Foit  Lyon,  and  did 
promise  them  the  protection  of  our  flag.  Subsequently  he  was  relieved  of  the 
command  of  Fort  Lyon,  and  Major  Anthony  placed  ia  command  at  that  post, 
who  required  the  Indians  to  comply  with  General  Ourtis'e  tei-ms,  which  they 
failed  to  do,  and  thereupon  Major  Anthony  drove  them  away  from  the  post. 

15th  question.  Were  rations  ever  issued  to  those  Indians  either  as  prisoners 
of  war  or  otherwise? 

Answer.  I  have  been  informed  that  Major  Wynkoop  issued  rations  to  the 
Indians  encamped  near  Fort  Lyon  while  ho  was  in  command,  but  whether  as  pris- 
oners of  war  I  do  not  kuow.    I  thinkthat  Major  Anthony  did  not  issue  any  rations. 

16th  question.  And  did  those  Indians  remove,  in  pnrsuance  of  the  directions, 
insti-uctions,  or  suggestions  of  the  commandant  at  Fort  Lyon,  to  tlie  place  on 
Sand  creek,  where  they  were  attacked  by  yon  ? 

Answer.  I  have  been  informed  that  Major  Anthony,  commandant  at  Fort 
Lyon,  did  order  the  Indians  to  remove  from  that  post,  but  I  am  not  aware  that 
they  were  ordered  to  go  to  the  place  where  the  battle  was  fought,  or  to  any  other 
place. 

17th  question.  What  measures  were  taken  by  you,  at  any  time,  to  render  tlie      . 
attack  on  those  Indians  a  surpiise  i  L.OOQIC 

T>.».f  VI  O  C^ 
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AuBiver.  I  took  eveiy  precaution  to  i-eudeu  tlie  attack  upon  the  Indiana  a 
saiprise,  foi'  tlie  reaeon  that  we  had  been  chasing  small  parties  of  them  all  the 
suminer  and  fall  n'ithout  heing  able  to  catch  theia,  and  it  appeared  to  me  that 
the  only  way  to  deal  with  them  was  to  surprise  them  in  their  place  of  rendezvous. 
General  Curtis,  in  hia  campaign  against  them,  had  failed  to  catch  them ;  General 
Mitchel  had  met  ■with  no  Better  success;  General  Blunt  had  been  surprised  hy 
them,  and  his  command  nearly  cut  to  pieces. 

18th  ijuestion.  State  in  detail  the  disposition  made  of  the  vai'ious  articles  of 
property,  horses,  mules,  ponies,  buffelo  robes,  &c,,  captured  by  you  at  the  time 
of  wiis  attack,  and  by  what  authority  was  such  disposition  made  t 

Answer.  The  horses  and  mules  that  had  been  stolen  from  the  government 
were  tinned  over  to  the  officer  who  had  beeu  responsible  for  the  same ;  and  the 
animals  belonging  to  Atzins  was  returned  to  them  upon  proof  being  made  of 
such  ownership.  The  animals  not  disposed  of  in  this  way  were  turaed  over  to 
Captain  8.  J.  Johnson,  3d  regiment  Colorado  cavalry,  with  instructions  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  same  to  Denver,  and  turn  them  into  tlie  quartermaster's  department. 
After  the  command  arrived  in  Denver,  I  again  directed  Captain  Johnson  to  turn 
overthestockto  Captain  C.L.  Gorton, assistant  quartermaster,  at  that  place.  The 
buffalo  robes  were  turned  into  the  hospital  for  use  of  the  wounded  as  before  stated. 

19th  question.  Make  such  further  statement  as  you  may  desire,  or  which  may 
be  necessary  to  a  full  understanding  of  all  matters  relating  to  the  attack  upon 
the  Indiana  at  Sand  creek. 

Answer.  Since  August,  1S63, 1  had  been  in  possession  of  the  most         1 
evidence  of  the  alliance,  for  tlio  purposes  of  hostility  against  the'whit        f  th 
Sioux,  Cheyennes,  Arapahoes,  Camanche  river,  and  Apache  Indian       Th 
plan  was  to  interrupt,  or,  if  possible,  entirely  prevent  all  travel  on  th  t 

along  the  Arkansas  and  Platte  rivers  from  the  States  to  the  Rocky  m  nta  n 
and  thereby  depopulate  this  country.  Rebel  emissai'ies  were  long  n  s  nt 
among  the  Indians  to  incite  them  against  the  whites,  and  afford  a  medium  of 
communication  between  the  rebels  and  the  Indians ;  among  whom  was  Gerry 
Bent,  a  half-breed  Cheyenne  Indian,  but  educated,  and  to  all  appearances  a 
white  man,  who,  having  served  under  Price  ia  Missouri,  and  aftei-wards  becoming 
a  bushwhacker,  being  taken  prisoner,  took  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  was 
pai-oled,  after  which  he  immediately  joined  the  ladiaas,  and  has  ever  since  been 
one  of  their  most  prominent  leaders  in  all  depredations  upon  tlie  whites.  I  have 
been  reliably  informed  that  this  half-breed.  Bent,  in  order  to  incite  the  Indiana 
against  the  whites,  told  them  that  the  Great  Father  at  Washington  having  all 
he  could  do  to  fight  his  children  at  the  south,  they  could  now  regain  their  country. 

When  John  Evans,  governor  of  Colorado  Territory,  and  ex  officio  superin- 
tendent of  indian  afiairs,  visited  by  appointment  tho  Cheyenne  Indians  on  the 
Repahlican  fork  of  the  Kansas  river,  to  talk  with  them  in  regard  to  their  rela- 
tions with  the  government,  the  Indians  would  have  nothing  to  say  to  him,  nor 
would  tbey  receive  the  presents  sent  them  by  the  goverament,  but  immediately 
on  his  arrival  at  the  said  point  the  Indians  moved  to  a  great  distance,  all  their 
villages  appearing  determined  not  to  have  any  intercourse  with  him  individuaUy 
or  as  the  agent  of  the  government. 

This  state  of  affairs  continued  for  a  number  of  months,  dui'ing  which  time 
white  men  who  had, been  trading  with  the  Indians  informed  me  that  the  Indians 
bad  determined  to  make  war  upon  the  whites  &a  soon  as  tho  grass  was  green, 
and  that  they  were  making  preparations  for  such  an  event  hy  the  lai^e  number 
of  arrows  they  were  making  and  the  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition  they 
were  collecting ;  that  the  settlers  along  the  Platte  and  Arkansas  rivers  should 
be  warned  of  the  approaching  danger;  that  the  Indians  had  declai-ed  their 
intention  to  prosecute  the  war  vigorously  when  they  commenced.  With  very 
few  troops  at  my  command  I  could  do  but  little  to  protect  the  settlers  except  to 
collect  the  latest  intelligence  from  the  Indians'  country,  communicate  it  to 
General  Curtis,  commanding  department  of  Missouri,  and  warn  the  settlers  of 
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the  rehitioiis  exiiitiiig  betiveen  the  Indians  and  the  wbites,  and  tba  probability 
of  trouble,  all  of  wbich  I  did. 

Last  April,  1864,  the  Indians,  Cheyennea,  Avapaboea,  and  otliers,  eom- 
moneed  their  depredations  upoa  the  wliitea  by  entering  their  isolated  habita- 
tions in  the  distant  parts  of  this  territory,  taking  tbei-efrom  everything  tliey 
desired,  and  destroying  the  balance;  driving  off  their  atock,  horses,  miilea  and 
cattle.  I  sent  a  detachment  of  troops  after  the  Indians  to  recover  tlie  Btfllen 
property,  ivhen  the  stock,  &c.,  being  demanded  of  them  they  (the  Indians) 
refused  to  surrender  the  property  so  taken  from  the  whites,  and  stated  that  they 
wanted  to -fight  the  troops.  Again,  when  a  few  weeks  after  the  country  along 
the  Platte  river,  near  Fremont's  oi-ehavd,  became  the  theatre  of  their  depreda- 
tions, one  Ripley,  a  ranchman,  living  on  the  Bijon  creek,  near  camp  Sanborn, 
came  into  camp  and  informed  Captain  Sanborn,  commandiog,  that  his  stock  had 
all  been  stolen  by  the  Indians,  requesting  assistance  to  recover  it.  Captain  San- 
born ordered  Lientenant  Clark  Dunn,  with  a  detachment  of  troops,  to  pursue 
the  Indians  and  recover  the  stock  ;  but,  if  possible,  to  avoid  a  c5llision  with 
them.  Upon  approaching-  the  Indians,  Lieutenant  Dunn  diamouated,  walked 
forward  alone  about  fifty  paces  from  his  command,  and  requested  the  Indians 
to  return  the  stock,  which  Mr.  Ripley  had  recognized  as  his  ;  but  the  Indians 
treated  him  with  contempt,  and  commenced  firing  upon  him,  which  resulted  in 
four  of  the  troops  being  wonaded  and  about  fifteen  Indians  being  killed  and 
wounded,  Lieutenant  Dunn  narrowly  escaping  with  his  life.  Again,  about  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  head  of  cartle  were  stolen  from  Messrs.  Irwin  and 
Jackman,  goveniment  freighters,  when  troops  were  sent  in  pursuit  toward  the 
headwaters  of  the  Republican,  They  were  fired  upon  by  the  Indians  miles 
from  where  the  Indians  were  camped.  In  this  enconnter  the  Indians  killed  one 
soldier  and  wounded  another.  Again,  when  the  troops  were  near  the  Smoky 
Hill,  after  stock,  while  passing  throngh  a  canon  iboot  eighty  mdes  f 'om  Fort 
Larned,  they  were  attacked  by  these  same  Oheyen  e  Indians,  and     tl  d 

almost  cut  to  pieces,  there  being  about  fifteen  hnnd  ed  Indians.     A  wh 

on  a  Sunday  morniag  the  Kiowas  and  famanchesw  re  at  Fort  L        d  t 
obtain  the  rations  that  the  commanding  oflieer  on  bel  alf  of  the  g  m     t 

was  issuing  to  them,  they,  at  a  preconcerted  s  g  al  fi  el  npon  the        tit 
the  fort,  making  a  general  attack  upon  the     ns  spectu  g  garrison    wh  1    tl 
balance  of  the  Indians  were  driving  off  the  stock  belonging  to  the  g  m     t 

and  then  as  suddenly  departed,  leaving  the  gan-ison  afoot  except    g     b     t 
thirty  artillery  hoi'ses  that  were  saved ;  thns  obtaining  in  al!  about  tw   1     d    d 
and  eighty  head  of  stock,iincluding  a  small  herd  taken  from  the  anttle     t  th  t  p    t 
Again,  a  few  days  after  this,  the  Cheyennes  and  Arapalioes  Id  tl 

whom  I  had  the  fight  at  Sand  creek,  meeting  a  government  train  boi    If     '^  w 
Mexico,  thirty  miles  east  of  Fort  Laraed,  at  Walnut  creek,  who,  af  t     m      f    t 
■    ing  a  great  deal  of  friendship  by  shaking  hands,  &c.,  with  every  p  tl 

train,  suddenly  attacked  them,  killing  fourteen  and  wounding  a  numb      m 
scalping  and  mutilating  in  the  most  inhuman  manner  those  they  k  11  d   wh  1 
they  scalped  two  of  this  party  alive,  one  a  boy  about  fourteen  y  f 

who  has  since  become  an  imbecile.  The  two  persons  that  were  scalped  alive  I 
saw  a  few  days  after  this  occnrred.  Though  it  occnrred  within  sight  of  Fort 
Zarah,  the  oificer  commanding  considered  his  command  entirely  inadequate  to 
render  any  assistance.  But  we  think  we  have  related  enough  to  satisfy  the 
most  incredulous  of  the  determined  hostility  of  these  Indians;  suffice  it  to  say 
that  during  the  spring,  summer,  and  fall  such,  atrocious  acts  were  of  almost 
daily  occnrrence  along  the  Platte  and  Arkansas  routes,  till  the  Indiana  becom- 
ing so  bold  tliat  a  family,  consisting  of  a  man,  woman,  and  two  children,  by  the 
name  of  Hungate,  were  brutally  murdered  and  scalped  within  fifteen  miles  of 
Denver,  the  bodies  being  bronghttoDenverforinterment.  After  seeing  which,  any 
person  who  could  fora  moment  believe  that  these  Indians  were  ftieBd^Ciq^^ffilC 
least,  must  have  strange  ideas  af  their  habits.     We  conld  not  see  it  in  that  li^rt 
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This  last  atrnciona  act  was  referred  to  by  Govercor  Evane  in  liis  talk  with 
the  Oheyeiiiies  and  Avapahoea  Indians  on  about  the  27th  day  of  September, 
1864,  at  Denver,  Colorado  Territory.  The  Indiana  then  atated  that  it  had  been 
done  by  membera  of  their  tribe,  and  that  they  never  denied  it.  All  these  thinga 
were  promptly  reported  to  Major  General  S.  R.  Curtis,  commanding  department, 
who  repeatedly  ordered  rae,  regardless  of  district  lines,  to  appropriately  chastise 
the  Indiaus,  which  I  always  endeavored  to  do.  Major  Genernl  S.  R.  Onrtis 
himself  and  Urigadear  General  B.  B.  Mitchell  made  campmgos  against  the 
Indians,  but  could  not  find  them;  the  Indians  Bueeeeded  in  keeping  entirely 
from  their  view.  Again,  Major  General  J.  P.  Blunt  made  a  campaign  against  the 
Indians ;  was  surprised  by  them,  and  a  portion  of  hie  command  neat-ly  cutto  pieces. 

Commanding  only  a  district  with  veiy  few  troops  under  my  control,  with 
hundreds  of  milea  between  my  headquarters  and  rendeavons  of  the  Indiana, 
with  a  large  portion  of  the  8ante  Fe  and  Platte  routes,  besides  tho  sparaely 
settled  and  distant  settiomenta  of  this  Territory,  to  protect,  I  could  not  do  any- 
thing till  the  3d  regiment  waa  organized  and  equipped,  when  I  determined  to 
strike  a  blow  against  this  aavage  and  determined  foe.  When  I  reached  Fort 
Lyon,  after  passing  over  from  three  to  five  feet  ot  snow,  and  greatJy  suffering 
from  the  iiitenaity  of  the  cold,  the  thermometer  ranging  from  38  to  30  degrees 
below  zero,  I  questioned  Major  Anthony  in  regard  to  the  whereabouts  of  hos- 
tile Indians.  He  said  there  was  a  camp  of  Oheyeunes  and  Avapahoes  about 
fifty  miles  distant;  that  he  would  have  attacked  before,  but  did  not  eoaaider  his 
force  safScient ;  that  these  Indiana  had  threatened  to  attack  the  post,  &e.,  and 
ought  to  be  whipped,  all  of  which  was  eoncuiTed  in  by  Major  Colley,  Indian 
agent  for  the  district  of  the  Arkansas,  which  information,  with  the  poeitiTe 
orders  from  Major  General  Curtis,  commanding  the  department,  to  punish  these 
Indians,  decided  my  course,  and  reaulted  in  the  battle  of  Sand  Greek,  which 
has  created  such  a  sensation  in  Congress  through  the  lying  reports  of  interested 
and  malicious  parties. 

On  my  arrival  at  Fort  Lyon,  in  all  my  conversations  with  Major  Anthony, 
commanding  the  post,  and  Major  Colley,  Indian  agent,  I  heard  nothing  of  this 
recent  statement  that  the  Indiana  were  under  the  protection  of  the  government, 
&c.;  but  Major  Anthony  repeatedly  stated  to  me  that  he  had  at  diiforent  times 
fired  npoa  these  Indians,  and  that  tliey  were  hostile,  and,  dnring  my  stay  at 
Fort  Lyon,  urged  the  necessity  of  my  immediately  attacking  the  Indians  before 
they  could  learn  of  the  number  of  ti-oops  at  Fort  Lyon,  and  eo  desirous  waa 
Major  Colly,  Indian  agent,  that  I  should  find  and  also  attack  the  Arapahoes, 
that  he  sent  a  messenger  after  the  fight  at  Sand  creek,  nearly  forty  mUes,  to 
inform  me  where  I  could  find  the  Avapahoea  and  Kiowas  ;  yet,  strange  to  say, 
I  have  learned  recently  that  these  men,  Anthony  and  Colly,  are  the  most  bitter 
in  their  denunciations  of  the  attack  upon  the  Indiana  at  Sand  creek.  There- 
fore, I  would,  in  conclusion,  most  respeetfnlly  demand,  as  an  act  of  justice  to 
myself  and  the  brave  men  whom  I  have  had  tho  honor  to  command  in  one  of 
the  hardest  campaigns  ever  made  in  this  country,  whether  sgainst  white  men 
or  red,  that  we  he  allowed  that  right  guarranteed  to  every  American  citizen,  of 
introducing  evidence  in  our  behalf  to  suatain  ua  in  what  we  believe  to  have 
been  an  act  of  duty  to  ourselvea  and  to  civiiization. 

"We  simply  ash  to  introduce  as  witnesses  men  that  were  present  during  the 
ti  and  know  al!  the  facts. 

J.  M.  CHIVINGTON, 
Lieut  Col.  lit  Catalry  of  Colerado,  Com'd'g  Dist.  of  Colorado. 

«iid  subscribed  So  before  me  this  26th  day  of  April,  1865. 

ALEXANDER  W.  ATKINS. 

Notary  Piih/ic. 
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Testimony  of  Mr.  Addison  Gage. 

WASumoTON,  February  6,  1864. 

Mr,  Addison  Gagb  sworn  and  examiued. 
By  Mr.  Gfooch : 

Question.  Where  is  your  place  of  residence  ? 

Answer.  Boston,  MasBachu setts. 

Question.  What  is  your  occupatioaJ  How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in 
your  preseat  business,  and  to  what  extent? 

Answer.  I  have  been  twenty-five  years  iu  the  iee  business,  and  tliat  is  my 
business  now,  I  think  the  average  amount  of  my  business  for  twenty  years 
past  would  reach  75,000  tons  of  iee  a  year.  The  business  of  Addison  Gage  & 
Co.  is  confined  to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  shipping  ice  from  Boston.  I  have 
been  interested  for  a  great  many  years,  in  connexion  with  others,  in  supplying 
the  cities  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  Savannah,  Georgia,  Mobile,  Alabama, 
s.nd  New  Orleans  with  ice. 

Question.  Have  you  snpplied  any  ice  to  the  government  at  New  Orleans 
since  its  recapture  by  our  forces^ 

Answer.  From  some  time  in  June,  1862,  to  about  the  first  of  April,  1863,  I 
supplied  the' hospitals  in  New  Orleans  under  written  coatract  with  the  Surgeon 
General, 

Question,  Do  you  recollect  what  you  received  per  ton  for  your  icol 

Aaswer.  I  had  %\  50  per  hundred  pounds,  delivered  daily,  as  they  rei^uired. 

Question.  Delivered  to  the  hospitals,  or  delivered  to  them  to  be  taken  to  the 
hospitals  ? 

Answer,  Sometimes  it  was  delivered  by  us  at  the  hospitals,  and  sometiraes 
delivered  at  the  ice-house.  We  delivered  it  at  the  hospitals  immediately  in  the 
city.  Those  outside  of  the  eity  would  send  their  ambulances  or  wagons  to  the 
ice-house  for  it. 

Question.  You  delivered  it  at  $150  per  hundred  pounds  at  tho  hospitals 
within  the  city  proper,  where  it  was  wanted,  and  it  was  carried  by  the  govern- 
ment from  the  ice-house  to  the  hospitals  outside  of  the  city  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  amount  of  ice  you  delivered,  or  the  amount  of 
yoitf  bills  for  ice  during  that  period  % 

Answer.  I  cannot  now  give  the  exact  amount.  Bat  the  whole  amount  I  re- 
ceived from  the  government  for  ice  during  that  time  was  inside  of  $2,000. 

Question.  Dici  you  supply  ail  the  iee  the  government  rec[aired  during  that 
time? 

Answer.  I  think  I  supplied  all  the  ice  that  was  required  for  the  hospitals 
there,  \vith  the  exception  of  perhaps  some  eight  days  that  I  was  out  of  ice,  and  I 
cannot  say  now  that  I,  or  my  partner  there,  did  not  bring  the  ice  during  that  time 
and  deliver  it  to  the  hospitals;  at  least,  with  that  exception,  I  delivered  all  the 
ice  that  was  required. 

Question,  Have  you  been  supplying  the  government  with  ico  during  the  past 
year  at  New  Orleans  % 
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Answer.  Not  to  the  government,  but  I  supplied  ice  iu  New  Orleans. 

Question.  At  what  rate  did  you  deliver  ice  in  New  Orleans  during  last  year  ? 

Answer.  The  price  of  ice  during  the  last  year  varied  considerably.  During 
1863  the  price  was  $2  per  hundred  pounds.  But  at  one  time,  in  conseq^uence 
of  vessels  making  very  long  passages,  the  price  went  up  very  high.  I  think 
ice  was  sold  as  high  as  $100  a  ton,  delivered  in  New  Orleans.  But  that  was 
only  for  a  short  time — for  two  or  three  weeks. 

Question.  Was  your  contract  with  the  government  an  open  contract  ?  ■  Were 
you  continuing  to  supply  them  without  limit  as  to  time  t 

Answer.  I  think  so ;  I  think  it  merely  stated  that  I  was  to  supply  them. 
Either  party,  I  think,  could  dissolve  the  contract  at  any  time  by  giving  notice. 

Question.  When  did  that  contract  terminate,  and  under  what  circumstances  t 

Answer.  We  were  notified  about  the  first  of  April,  I  think,  that  the  govern- 
ment had  ice  of  their  own,  and  did  not  wish  us  to  furnish  it  to  them  any  lon- 
ger. 

Question.  Did  you  know,  prior  to  that  time,  that  the  government  hnd  adver- 
tised for  ice  for  New  Orleans? 

Answer.  Yea,  sir. 

Question,  Tell  us  all  you  know  in  relation  to  that. 

Answer.  Some  time  in  February,  1863,  a  gentleman  calling  himself  Major 
Tiffany,  representing  that  he  had  been  connected  with  the  government,  and 
was  a  sort  of  agent  for  the  government,  called  at  our  office  in  Boston  and  asked 
if  I  was  going  to  put  in  any  bid  for  supplying  ice,  under  the  proposals  then 
out  to  supply  the  government  with  ice.  I  informed  him  that  I  did  not  think  I 
should;  that,  with  the  exception  of  NewOrieans, I  did  not  eaie  to  supply  ice, 
and  as  I  was  already  supplying  the  government  there  as  low  as  I  could  afford 
to  do  it,  I  did  not  think  I  would  put  in  any  bid  at  all,  for  I  did  not  suppose 
the  government  would  give  a  higher  price  for  ice  without  fii'st  ascertaining 
whether  I  would  continue  to  supply  at  the  rates  for  which  I  was  then  supply^ 
ing  ice.  He  stated  that  he  should  have  the  giving  out  of  those  contracts,  as 
he  had  got  up  the  advertisements,  and  if  I  wanted  any  of  them  I  must  get 
them  through  him,  as  he  had  the  management  of  that  business.  I  declined  to 
put  in  any  bid,  and  never  did. 

Question.  Do  you.  know  who  did  supply  the  government  with  ice  at  New 
Orieans  "i 

Answer.  This  Major  Tiffany. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  at  what  rate  and  in  what  manner? 

Answer.  He  informed  me  that  he  supplied  it  at  the  rate  of  $28  50  per  ton, 
putting  it  in  at  invoice  weight,  leas  15  per  cent,  wastage  on  the  passage. 

Question.  Where  delivered,  and  how  1 

Answer.  He  delivered  it  on  board  the  vessels  aloBgaide  the  levee  in  New  Or- 
leans, charging  for  the  q^uantity  invoiced  as  put  in  when  the  vessels  were  loaded, 
less  15  per  cent. 

Question.  Did  the  government  diacliarge  the  veasels,  or  did  lie  discharge  them  ? 

Anewei'.  Tlie  government  discharged  the  vessels,  and  paid  demurrage,  allow- 
ing four  days  to  discharge  each  vessel. 

Question,  What  would  be  the  ordinary  wastage  of  ice  in  shipping  it  as  that 
was  shipped,  and  from  the  points  where  that  was  shipped  1 

Answer.  That  is  a  ijuestion  I  cannot  answer  accurately,  for  this  reason  :  iee 
cannot  be  well  loaded  where  these  parties  loaded  that  ice.  Ordinarily  for  vessels 
loading  ice  in  Boston  and  taking  it  to  New  Orleans  the  wastage  during  the 
winter  months  would  probably  be  15  per  cent.,  and  during  the  summer  months 
30  per  cent.  But  the  wastage  upon  cargoes  shipped  as  those  were  would,  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  business  during  the  year,  be  more  than  three  times  that, 

firobably,  and  I  do  not  know  but  what  more,  in  consequence  of  their  being 
oaded  by  inexperienced  men,  not  acquainted  with  the  proper  manner  of  pack- 
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e  of  getting  propor  pactiiig  mate- 
a  the  State  of  Maine, 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  was  done  with  this  ice  after  it  was  delivered 
at  the  levee  at  New  Orleans  ? 

Answer.  It  was  put  into  one  of  my  ice-houaoB. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  vessels  in  which  that  ice  was 
shipped — the  amount  they  carried  J 

Answer,  I  have  not,  except  of  one.  There  was  one — I  cannot  give  the  name 
of  it  now,  because  I  did  not  bring  my  memorandum  with  me — whose  invoice 
was  nearly,  if  not  quite,  double  the  amount  she  could  carry,  as  I  was  infonned 
in  New  Orleans  by  the  officer  wbo  discharged  her.  But  that  can  be  very  easily 
ascertained,  because  a  man  experienced  in  loading  vessels  with  ice  can  tell  the 
tonnage  within  a  very  few  tons  ;  be  can  measure  it  almost  as  accurately  as  the 
ice  could  be  weighed. 

Question,  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  time  required  to  dischai'ge  any 
of  those  vessels  ! 

Answer.  Not  of  my  own  knowledge  ;  I  only  know  from  report. 

Question,  What  would  have  been  a  fair  price  for  furnishing  ice  under. that 
contract  according  to  its  terms  t 

Answer.  Ishouldhave  been  willing  to  have  taken  thecontract  at  the  timehe  took 
it,  and  delivered  the  ice  there  at  invoice  weight,  as  he  delivered  it,  for  $  1 1  or  $12 
a  ton,  and  I  would  have  had  the  quantity  certified  to  which  I  should  put  on 
boaid  the  vessels  at  Boston.  The  freight  would  have  been  about  $8  a  ton,  and 
the  ice  from  $3  to  S4  a  ton  ;  and  I  would  have  conducted  the  business  as  I  usu- 
ally do  it,  have  had  good  ice  and  shipped  it  in  good  order ;  and  as  I  should 
have  put  up  that  ice,  the  loss  by  wastage  on  the  passage  to  New  Orleans  would 
nothave  been  over  15  per  cent,  during  the  winter  months,  and  not  over  30  per  cent, 
during  the  summer  months. 

Question,  I  find,  from  evidence  furnished  this  committee  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment, that  it  cost  the  government  $91,108  30  to  supply  ice  to  the  hospitals  in 
New  Orleans  during  the  year  1863.  You  say  you  supplied  ice  to  the  hospitals 
there  from  June,  1862,  to  April,  1863,  and  the  whole  amount  of  your  bills  with 
the  government  for  that  was  less  than  $3,000  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Can  you  explain  to  the  committee  how  it  is  that  there  is  such  a 
remarkable  difference  in  the  cost  of  ice  for  those  hospitals  during  the  time  in 
which  you  supplied  it,  and  during  the  time  in  which  it  was  supplied  by  this  con- 
tractor. Tiffany? 

Answer.  In  the  first  place,  the  ice  never  was  properly  shipped ;  the  quantity 
that  the  government  paid  for  probably  never  was  piit  on  board  the  vessels.  In 
the  next  place,  they  took  an  ice-house  and  opened  it  just  as  often  to  furnish 
what  httle  a  hospital  wanted  as  it  would  have  been  to  furnish  four  times  aa 
much,  or  any  large  quantity.  And  the  wastage  in  opening  an  ice-honse  is  rel- 
atively the  same  to  take  out  a  very  small  quantity  as  to  take  out  a  lai^e  quantity. 
The  percentage  of  waste  is  much  less  in  delivering  a  large  quantity  of  ice  than 
in  delivering  a  small  quantity.  The  manner  in  which  the  goveiument  has  done 
their  business  is  not  the  same  that  individuals  would  follow.  As  ice  dissolves 
into  water  very  rapidly  when  the  thermometer  stands  at  90°,  it  generally  goes 
very  quick  if  it  is  not  taken  care  of.  I  have  no  other  knowledge  of  my  own  in 
regard  to  the  matter.  There  are  probably  various  other  causes  which  tended 
to  increase  the  cost. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  ice  delivered  there  under  that  contract 
was  treated  as  free  ice — delivered  very  freely  to  everybody  who  wanted  it  1 

Answer.  I  was  informed  so  when  I  was  down  there,  but  1  do  not  know  how 
reliable  that  information  was. 
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Qneation.  What  would  have  been  the  best  and  most  economical  way  for  ihe 
goverament  to  have  supplied  ico  to  its  hospitals  in  New  Orleans  ? 

Answer.  To  have  bought  it  of  the  dealers,  day  hy  day,  as  thoy  did  in  186S. 
There  were  plenty  of  dealers  there  who  would  have  contracted  to  keep  ico  on 

Question.  At  what  rate  could  the  government  have  been  supplied  with  ice 
there  ? 

Answer.  I  should  have  continued  to  have  supplied  ice  to  the  hospitals  during 
the  year  1863  for  the  same  that  I  supplied  it  iu  1862,  if  they  had  not  stopped 
me.  If  I  had  had  to  make  a  new  contract  for  1863,  I  think  I  should  not  have 
agreed  to  supply  ice  at  less  than  $40  a  ton. 

Question.  Deliver  it  as  you  were  then  delivering  it  1 

Answer.  As  I  delivered  it  in  1862. 

By  Mr.  Odell : 
Question.  Do  you  count  by  the  long  or  short  ton  1 
Answer.  The  shoi-t  ton — 3,000  pounds. 

By  the  chairman : 

Question.  What,  in  your  judgment,  would  it  have  cost  the  government  for 
ice  there  had  you  supplied  them  during  1863  upon  the  terms  at  which  you  sup- 
plied it  in  1862? 

Answer.  From  the  knowledge  I  have  of  the  number  of  hospitals  in  New 
Orleans  I  do  not  believe  it  would  have  cost  the  government  over  $5,000  for 
the  year  1863  ;  at  any  rate,  it  could  not  possibly  have  been  $10,000. 
By  Mr.  Gooch : 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  what  cost  the  government  191,108  30, 
uuder  the  contract  with  Tiffany,  could  have  been  furnished  by  you  for  from 
$5,000  to  $10,000  ? 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  mean  to  say;  and  allow  me  to  say  that  the  amount 
stated  to  have  been  paid  to  Major  Tiffany  does  not  include  the  rent  of  the  ice- 
house, the  expense  of  discharging  the  ice  from  the  vessels  and  the  expense  of 
men  to  take  cai-e  of  the  ice-house  and  deliver  th 

Question.  Could  you,  or  not,  ia  yonr  opiui       h  ppl   d  tl      g  m    t 

with  all  the  ice  they  needed  in  New  Orleans  1    t  y  ixf     wh  t  t        t  th 
ernment  to  take  care  of  and  deliver  ice  after    tw       lb        Itthm        1 
this  contract ! 

Answer.  I  would  have  been  willing  to  fum  h  th  n: 
■wanted  there,  delivered  daily,  for  what  it        t  th    ; 
amount  paid  the  contractor;  that  is,  $3,000  f     th 
ernment  have  to  pay  me ;  then  discharging  th       e —  t 
invoice  weight,  to  get  the  ice  from  the  vessel     t    th 
expense  of  the  men  to  take  care  of  the  ice-h  d 

last  item  depends  upon  the  amount  delivered     H    k    p    f  ur  tl 

house  to  deliver  this  year,  and  if  he  does  n  t  1  1         m        th       200        300 
pounds  a  day  it  comes  higher. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  put  in  a  bid  f     th  t        t      tt 

Answer.  Because  when  Major  Tifeny  call  dp       mh        p  tlhm 

self  as  an  agent  of  the  government,  and  ash  th  h  tl        tht 

no  bid  could  be  received  except  through  him. 
By  Mr.  Harding : 

Question.  He  was  the  man  who  linally  got  the  contract  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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By  Mr.  GoocL  : 

L.  Do  you  know  wlietlier  lie  called  on  other  iec  dealers  in  New 


Answer.  He  told  me  that  he  had. 

Question,  Did  any  dealer  you  know  of  bid  for  this  contract? 

Answer.  I  think  not, 

By  Mr.  Odel! : 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  advertised  proposals  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  bid  ? 

Answer.  For  the  reasons  I  have  already  given.  I  supposed  at  the  time  that 
the  government  would  not  alter  the  contract  ia  New  Orleans  and  pay  a  higher 
price  without  first  taking  some  steps  to  find  ont  whether  I  would  continue  to 
furnish  it  as  I  was  then  doing  it.  He  represented  that  no  contract  could  he 
given  out  except  with  his  eauetion.  I  therefore  determined  to  have  nothing  to 
do  with  it. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  him  to  be  in  the  employ  of  the  government  at 
that  time  ? 

Attawer.  Yes,  sir,  from  his  representations. 

Question.  By  whom  were  these  advertisements  for  ice  signed  1 

Answer.  By  Surgeon  General  Hammond,  I  think ;  they  may  have  been 
signed  by  Mr.  Smith  as  acting  Surgeon  General. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Tiffany's  name  appear  at  all  in  the  advertisement  1 

Answer.  No,  sir.  He  brought  the  advertisement  into  my  office  when  he 
came  in,  and  wanted  to  know  if  I  had  seen  it.     I  told  him  I  had. 

Question.  And  the  result  of  that  interview  with  Major  Tift'any  induced  yoii 
not  to  bid  for  the  contract? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  yon  suppose  there  was  no  use  in  bidding? 

Answer,  It  was  that,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  situation  that  I  held  in 
Now  Orleans  in  supplying  ice.  I  told  him  that  there  was  no  other  point  I  cared 
about,  and  I  would  let  the  matter  rest  and  see  how  it  would  come  out.  1  think 
if  I  had  not  been  supplying  the  government  in  New  Orleans,  and  had  wished 
to  do  so,  I  should  have  put  in  a  hid ;  bnt  having  things  represented  to  me  as 
they  were,  and  not  being  exactly  satisfied  with  the  man,  I  concluded  not  to 
mis  myself  up  with  it  in  any  way. 

Question.  Was  the  advertisement  for  any  other  points  than  New  Orleans  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  whole  coast,  clear  down,  I  think. 

Question.  During  the  time  you  supplied  ice  to  the  government,  did  you  fail 
to  comply  with  any  of  its  req^uiremen^  ! 

Answer.  Only  for  the  few  days  I  have  referred  to. 

Question.  Was  that  a  time  when  there  was  a  pressure  upon  the  hospitals? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  and  I  do  not  know  but  my  man  there  furnished  it  all  the 
time;  but  I  would  not  like  to  state  that  positively. 

Question.  Was  the  government  induced  to  make  other  aiTangemcnts  from 
any  failure  on  your  part  1 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  after  the  eight  days  were  out  my  ice  arrived,  and  I  had 
plenty  of  ico  from  that  time,  and  continued  to  supply  it  to  the  governraent  all 
the  time. 

Question.  Were  you  complained  of  to  the  government  at  any  time  during 
the  time  of  your  contract  ? 

Answer.  Not  at  all. 

Question.  So  far  as  you  know,  your  manner  of  conducting  business  with  the 
government  was  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  parties  who  bad  knowledge  of  it  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  i    OolKJIc 


8  ICE   CONTRACTS. 

By  tlie  cliaii'man  : 

Question.  Did  the  Surgeon  General  give  any  reaaoB  for  taking  the  contract 
from  you  and  giving  it  tt»  other  parties  1 

Answer.  No,  air.     The  medical  purveyor,  or  the  man  who  had  clwrge  there, 
said  that  the  government  had  their  own  ice,  or  that  thsir  own  ice  bad  arrived, 
and  they  would  take  no  more  from  me  after  that  time. 
By  Mr.  OdoD : 

Queatiou.  Did  they  take  your  ice-house  hy  agreement  with  you  1 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  eaid  that  military  necessity  required  them  to  take 
the  ice-house.  I  had  two  or  three  there,  and  had  not  nsed  tliis  one  to  put  ice  in 
since  I  built  it. 

By  Mr.  Gooch: 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  would  have  been  a  fair  price  for  ice  supplied 
to  the  hoapitaJa  in  New  York  and  vicinity  during  the  last  year  t 

Answer,  The  only  knowledge  I  have  of  dellveriug  ice  iu  New  York  is  at 
David's  island,  whei-e  I  think  is  the  lai-gest  hospital.  It  would  cost  about  five 
dollars  a  toa,  invoice  weight,  there. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  during  the  last  season  to  cause  any  variation 
in  the  price  of  ice  purchased  in  open  market  in  New  York  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  theprieeof  ice  varied  very  much  last  season  iu  consequence 
of  the  government  using  or  waating  bo  much,  and  of  there  not  being  an  over- 
stock of  ice.  The  price  during  the  summer  went  up  to  a  high  rate — ^higher  than 
I  have  ever  known  before. 

Question.  What  was  the  maximum  price  in  Boston,  where  you  were  familiar 
with  it? 

Answer.  In  the  month  of  August  I  sold  it  as  high  as  fifteen  dollars  a  ton  on 
board  the  vessel. 

Question.  For  how  long  a  time  did  that  rate  continue? 

Answer.  For  only  two  or  three  weeks. 

Question.  What  would  have  been  a  fair  price  during  the  last  yoar  to  have 
delivered,  say,  eighty  tons  of  ice  at  Annapolis,  Maryland  ] 

Answer.  The  way  I  have  generally  delivered  there,  it  would  be  about  five 
dollars  a  ton.  I  am  basing  thcso  prices  upon  the  idea  that  the  contracts  were 
made  at  the  time  the  proposals  advertised  they  should  be  made — not  at  a  time 
during  the  snmmer,  because  there  was  a  great  change  in  the  price. 

Qaestion.  What  would  have  been  a  fair  price  for,  say,  3,500  tons  of  ice  de- 
livered here  in  Washington  during  the  last  yeai' — I  mean  delivered  in  the  ves- 
sel at  the  wharf,  aud  taken  out  by  the  government? 

Answer.  Between  six  and  seven  dollars  a  ton. 

Question.  What  would  it  have  cost  per  ton  to  have  got  it  into  the  ice-honse? 

Answer.  I  could  not  state,  because,  though  1  kuow  where  the  government 
ice-house  is  here,  1  do  not  know  the  facilities  for  discharging  vessels  there. 

Question.  Properly  stored  and  taken  care  of,  how  many  people  would  3,500 
tons  of  ice  have  supplied  in  the  city  of  Washington  last  year? 

Answer.  I  should  not  want  to  state  that,  because  I  have  no  data  to  go  upon. 

Question.  What  would  have  been  a  fair  price  for  delivering  1,428  tons  of  ice 
at  Fortress  Monroe  during  last  year  according  to  the  terms  of  the  advertise- 
ment you  have  already  referred  to  t 

Answer.  These  contracts  were  not  given  out  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
advertisement  j  if  I  recollect  now,  the  advertisement  was  for  delivering  so  much 
ice  at  these  places.  Aft«r  making  the  contract,  it  was  changed  so  as  to  take  the 
ice  at  invoice  weight.  The  way  we  understood  the  advertisement,  it  was  to  de- 
liver ice  at  those  place  at  so  much,  weighed  there  ;  whereas  the  coatracts,  after 
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tliey  were  awarded,  were  changed  to  taking  the  ice  at  invoice  weight,  with  cer- 
tain percentage  allowed  for  wastage  from  places  of  loading  to  the  places  of  dis- 
charging, so  that  there  was  no  chance  for  anybody  to  bid  underetandingly,  the 
advertisement  was  so  ambiguous.  Accordiog  to  the  terms  of  the  proposal  ice 
would  be  worth  about  the  same  at  Fortress  Monroe  as  at  Washington — perhaps 
a  little  less. 

Question.  Did  the  government  suffer  much  by  this  diffefenee  between  the 
terms  of  the  contracts  and  the  terms  of  the  proposals  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  very  much. 

Question.  What  would  have  been  a  fair  price  for  delivering  ice  at  Newhern 
last  year?  Understand  that  in  all  these  cases  the  ico  is  to  be  taken  from  the 
Yessels  by  the  goyernment. 

Answer.  Between  eight  and  nine  dollars  a  ton,  I  should  think. 

Question.  What  would  have  been  a  fair  price,  under  the  terms  of  this  pro- 
posal, for  delivering  say  1,762  tons  of  ice  last  year  at  Hilton  Head  1 

Answer.  About  the  same  price  as  at  Newbern.  The  ft-eight  would  have  been 
about  the  same.     The  ice  would  have  coat  no  more  when  invoiced. 

Question.  What  would  have  been  a  fair  price  for  the  delivery  of  three  hun- 
dred and  twelve  tons  of  ice  at  Key  West  last  year  ? 

Answer.  About  eleven  dollars  a  ton  ;  about  the  same  as  at  New  Orleans,  be- 
cause the  freight  would  have  been  about  the  same,  and  the  ice  would  have  been 
worth  about  the  same  on  boai'd  the  vessel. 

Question,  What  would  have  been  a  fair  price  for  the  delivery  of  four  hundred 
t<in8  at  Pensacola,  Florida? 

Answer.  About  the  same  as  at  New  Orleans — from  eleven  to  twelve  dollars  a 
ton.  It  is  the  freight  that  mafeea  the  difference ;  the  ice  is  worth  no  more  on 
the  vessel. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  what  was  done  with  the  ice  at  Pen- 
sacola last  year? 

Answer.  The  medical  purveyor,  who  has  charge  now  of  the  ice-bouses  at  New 
Orleans,  told  mo  that  he  was  at  Pensacola  last  year  when  that  cargo  of  ice  ar- 
rived there.     The  government  had  no  place  in  which  to  put  it,  and  they  dug  a 
hole  in  the  sand  and  buried  it  up,  and  in  four  days  the  ice  was  all  gone. 
By  Mr.  Harding ; 

Question,  How  long  could  the  ice  have  been  kept  in  the  vessel  1 

Answer.  Ice  can  be  packed  in  a  vessel  so  as  to  stay  six  months ;  but  packed 
as  that  was  it  probably  would  not  have  lasted  very  long. 
By  the  chairman! 

Question.  Would  an  ice  merchant,  who  had  conti'acted  to  be  paid  for  what 
was  put  on  board,  be  likely  to  take  much  pains  in  packing  or  storing  the  ice  ? 

Answer.  That  would  depend  somewhat  upon  the  character  of  the  man. 
By  Mr.  Gooch : 

Question.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  delivery  of  ice  at  Baton  Rouge? 

Answer.  I  am  constantly  sending  ice,  by  the  hogshead,  from  New  Orleans  to 
Baton  Rouge. 

Question.  What  would  ice  cost  per  ton  delivered  at  Eaten  Rouge — say  a  cargo 
of  325  tons? 

Answer.  When  wo  are  selling  ice  ia  New  Orleans  at  $2  per  100,  we  charge 
packed  to  go  up  the  river,  to  any  of  those  points,  half  a  cent  a  pound  extra — 
that  ia,  $2  50  per  100  pounds.  The  men  who  take  it  up  there  to  sell  again 
usually  add  about  fifty  per  cent,  to  that,  in  order  to  make  their  profit  in  retafling 
in  those  places.  A  cargo  of  326  tons,  towed  to  Eaton  Eougo  by  the  government, 
coniil  be  delivered  there  at  about  $300  more  the  cargo  than  it  would  cost  at  New 
Orleans, 
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Quegtiou.  Have  you  any  information  aa  to  wiietlior  tliis  cargo  of  ice  was 
towed  up  by  the  government  i 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  kuowledge.     I  was  told  that  it  was. 

Question.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  price  of  ice  at  St.  Louis,  Cairo,  Louisville, 
KasLville,  Memphis,  or  Vickahurg? 

Answer.  I  am  not. 

Question.  Can  you  inform  the  committee  whether  or  not  ttis  J.  C.  Tifiany 
has  been  known  in  the  ice  trade? 

Answer.  He  never  haa  until  the  last  year. 

Question,  Has  A.  T.  Edgerton  been  known  to  the  ice  trade  ! 

Answer,  Never  until  the  last  year. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  the  business  of  these  men  has  been  heretofore? 

Answer,  Not  of  my  own  knowledge.  Mr.  TifEauy  said  he  had  been  connected 
with  the  army. 

Question.  Did  he  say  in  what  capacity? 

Answei'.  He  remarked  that  in  so  many  months  he  had  had  so  many  millions  of 
dollars  of  government  money  pass  through  his  hands.  I  supposed  from  what 
he  said  that  he  was  a  paymaster,  though  he  did  not  use  that  word. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  at  all  of  Mr.  Edgerton  t 

Answer.  Prom  information  that  I  received  from  himself — nothing  very  defi- 
nite— I  think  he  has  been  a  speculator  following  the  army;  a  sutler,  or  some- 
thing of  that  kiud. 

Question.  Is  there  any  connexion  between  Edgerton  and  Tiffany  that  you 
know  of  I 

Answer.  Mr.  Edgerton  told  me  that  he  was  interested  in  all  contracts  taken 
with  Tifiany. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  recent  contracts  made,  or  proposed 
to  be  made,  by  the  War  Department  for  the  supplying  of  ice  for  this  year?  If 
so,  state  all  that  you  know  about  it. 

Answer.  I  have.  On  the  31st  day  of  December  last,  my  son  and  partner 
made  a  contract  with  J.  W.  Parrish  &  Co.,  of  St.  Louis.  The  person  they  made 
the  contract  with  was  Gfeorge  C.  Hadley,  who  signs  himself  "  for  Parrish  &  Co." 
He  represented  that  he  had  made  a  contract  with  the  government — though  the 
contract  had  not  then  been  completed — to  put  3,000  tons  of  ice  into  the  ice- 
house at  New  Orleans  at  $25  a,  ton,  measured  iu  the  house  iu  New  Orleans.  My 
son  took  that  contract  fiwm  him  at  #18  75  per  ton  ;  the  ice  to  be  put  in  between 
now  and  the  lat  of  May  next,  measured  and  paid  for  as  soon  as  put  into  the 
house.  The  house  is  to  be  furnished  by  me,  and  the  government  ia  to  take  the 
ice  with  the  free  use  of  the  house. 

Question.  What  have  Parriah  &  Co.  to  do  with  the  ice  after  you  have  put  it 
into  your  ice-house,  and  it  is  ready  for  dehvery? 

Answer.  Nothing  at  all. 

Question.  Does  the  government  accept  the  ice  as  you  store  it  in  your  ice- 
bouse,  or  is  it  to  be  delivered  by  Parrish  &  Co.? 

Answer.  The  government  receives  the  ice  in  the  ico-hou3e ;  aud  it  ia  their  ice 
and  ice-house  an  long  as  the  ice  lasts. 

By  the  ehau-man ; 

Question.  So  that  the  difference  between  what  the  government  contracted  to 
pay,  and  what  you  have  agreed  to  deliver  it  for,  is  so  much  clear  gam  to  Par- 
rish &Co.? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  $18,750. 

By  Mr.  Odell : 
Question,  In  fulfilling  this  contract  have  Parrish  &  Co.  any  expenditure  to 
make? 
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Auewer.  None  at  all.     I  should  have  bid  for  thia  contract  had  I  seen  tlie  ad- 


By  Mr.  G-ooch : 

Question.  IIow  did  it  happen  tliat  you  did  not  see  the  adTertieeinent  1 

Answer.  It  was  only  advertised  in  the  western  papers. 

Question.  In  your  judgment,  for  what  amount  can  the  government  hospitals 
in  New  Orleans  and  vicinity  be  supplied  with  ice  from  the  New  Orleans  market 
for  the  present  year? 

Answer.  Not  to  exceed  $10,000. 

Question.  That  includes  all  the  ice  that  would  be  necessary  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 


of  Mr.  L.  J.  Middleton. 

Washington,  February  9,  1864. 

Mr.  L.  J.  !BtiDDLETON  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Gooch: 

Question.  What  is  your  residence;  your  present  business;  and  how  long  have 
you  been  engaged  in  it  ? 

Answer.  My  place  of  residence  is  this  city.  My  business  is  dealing  in  ice ; 
and  this  is  tlie  ninth  year,  I  think,  that  I  have  been  engaged  in  it. 

Question.  Can  you  tell  me  about  what  quantity  of  ice  you  dispose  of  in  a 
year  in  this  place — that  is,  how  much  do  you  deliver  to  your  customers  ? 

Answer.  We  buy  in  the  neighborhood  of  10,000  tons ;  we  do  not  sell  more 
than  half  of  it,  or  very  little  more. 

Question.  What  proportion  of  the  population  in  this  city  do  you  supply? 

Answer.  I  really  cannot  tell. 

Question.  Do  you  and  Mr,  Grodey  supply  the  city  of  Washington  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  we  do  pretty  much.  I  do  not  think  that  for  the  last  two 
or  three  years  there  has  been  anybody  but  Mr.  G-odey  and  myself  in  the  busi- 

Queation,  At  what  season  of  the  year  do  you  contract  for  your  ice,  and 
where  ? 

Answer.  We  eontractas  soon  as  the  ice-cutting  is  over ;  about  this  time  of  the 
year  generally.  We  generally  purchase  our  ice  in  Boston,  sometimes  in  Maine; 
but  we  generally  purchase  in  Boston,  because  the  ice  is  packed  better,  and  the 
freight  is  a  httle  lower  in  Boston,  and  more  easily  obtained. 

Question,  Where  is  the  quantity  of  your  ice  determined  ?  That  is,  do  yon 
take  it  by  the  amount  pnt  on  board  the  vessels  in  Boston  ? 

Answer.  We  suppose  it  to  be  weighed  in  Boston  ;  we  know  nothing  about 
that  part  of  it.  We  generally  deal  with  men  whom  we  can  rely  upon.  They 
say:  We  have  sent  you,  per  bill  of  lading,  so  many  tons  of  ice,  and  we  take 
it  for  granted  that  it  is  so.  Of  course  when  we  weigh  it  here  we  do  not  find  so 
much,  on  account  of  the  loss. 

Question.  Is  there  any  diiference  between  ice  packed  in  Boston  and  ice 
packed  in  Maine  % 

Answer.  I  think  we  get  more  from  the  ice  packed  in  Boston.  In  ]!(Iaine  the 
ice  does  not  sometimes  come  out  in  good  shape  ;  some  pieces  are  six  feet,  some 
three,  and  some  two  feet  long;  there  is  no  regular  shape  to  it.  In  Boston  it  is 
gauged  to  about  twenty-two  inches,  audit  packs  much  better  in  the  vessel. 
And  it  is  packed  more  nicely  in  Boston ;  in  Maine  they  do  not  take  that  trouble. 
As  to  weighing  it,  I  do  not  know  bow  it  is  done  in  Maine  ;  I  do  not  know  that 
it  is  done  at  all;  it  is  measured,  perhaps,  ■*|(j 
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Question.  Do  you  remember  wliat  your  ice  cost  jon  last  year,  here  in  your 
ice-house  1     .,^ 

Answer.  Under  the  first  contract  that  we  made  it  eoet  us  ahout  $6  a  ton  here. 
Question.  Could  you  have  contracted  at  that  time  for  all  that  you  wanted  ? 
Answer.  Tea,  sir.     The  cost  of  ice  here  depends  upon  tlie  freights ;  they 
Taiy  sometimes,  but  at  that  time  freight  was  from  $2  50  to  $3  a  ton. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  what  you  paid  for  ice  in  Boston  last  year  under 
your  contract  1 

Answer.  The  contract  price  was  $8  50  a  ton  from  Januaiy  until  May,  $3  a 
ton  from  May  to  July,  and  $3  50  a  ton  after  July  for  the  balance  of  the  con- 
tract. The  freights  varied  from  $2  50  to  $5  a  ton,  but  not  often  as  high  as 
$5.     It  averaged,  I  suppose,  about  $3. 

Question.  Can  you  tell  me  what  would  be  the  average  percentage  of  waste 
during  the  year  between  Boston  and  this  place,  when  tiie  ice  is  delivered  and 
put  into  your  ice-house  in  this  city  ? 

Answer,  I  have  never  made  an  exact  calculation,  but  it  is  supposed  that  the 
waste  between  Boston  and  here  is  10  per  cent.  It  depends  very  much  upon  the 
time  the  vessel  stays  out ;  they  sometimes  stay  out  a  month,  and  when  yon 
get  into  the  river,  where  the  water  is  warm,  it  wastes  a  great  deal.  If  you 
make  a  quick  passage  the  waste  is  not  so  much.  We  have  estimated  it  to  be  in 
the  neighborhood  of  10  per  cent,  on  an  average. 

Question.  At  what  rate  per  pound  did  you  deliver  ice  here  during  last  year? 
Answer.  We  sold  it  List  year,  in  the  beginning,  to  the  govei-nment  hospitals 
at  76  cents  per  100  pounds,  before  this  contractor  commenced  :  the  ice  weighed 
and  delivered  at  my  office.  We  sold  it  to  our  regular  customers  for  about  tho 
same  price,  delivered  about  in  the  city.  We  had  to  raise  it,  because  our  con- 
tractor in  Boston  failed  to  perform  his  part,  and  we  were  compelled  to  buy  else- 
where, and  charged  a  cent  a  pound. 

Question,  At  what  rate  could  you  have  supplied  the  hospitals  from  your 
ice-house  during  the  last  season? 

Answer.  I  proposed  to  do  it  for  75  cents  per  100  pounds,  or  SIO  a  ton,  put 
up  in  my  ice-house,  and  the  key  of  the  house  handed  to  the  medical  purveyor. 
Question.  Weighed  as  it  was  put  into  the  ice-house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  say  that  I  am  very  glad  I  did  not  get  the  contract, 
for  I  should  have  lost  money  by  it.  Still  I  should  have  carried  it  out  if  I  had 
got  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  why  your  proposal  to  supply  at  75  cents  per  100 
pounds  and  deliver  as  wanted  was  not  accepted  by  the  government  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not.  I  put  in  my  proposal  about  half  an  hour  before  the  time 
for  opening  the  bids.  I  did  not  remain  to  see  them  opened ;  but  I  called  upon 
Dr.  Smith  the  nest  day  and  asked  if  he  could  tell  me  who  was  the  successful 
bidder.  He  said  it  had  been  given  to  Mr.  <jodey  by  the  medical  purveyor,  hut 
the  bid  was  not  exactly  acceptable.  I  did  not  learn  why  it  was  not  acceptable. 
He  said  he  thought  the  contest  was  between  a  Mr.  Ti^ny  and  myself.  I  told 
him  that  if  I  got  the  contract  I  should  comply  with  it,  and  do  everything  I 
could  to  give  satisfaction.  He  told  me  that  the  bids  had  to  be  re-examined; 
that  there  was  some  difficulty  about  them,  but  I  should  know  the  next  day. 
I  called  upon  Dr.  Smith  the  next  day,  ami  said  that  I  wanted  to  know  about 
the  matter  in  order  to  make  my  arrangements  in  time.  He  said  he  would  let 
me  know  in  the  afternoon.  I  received  a  note  from  him  that  afternoon,  stating 
that  Mr,  Tiffany's  bid  was  so  far  below  mine  that  he  should  ho  obliged  to  give 
it  to  him. 

Question,  Have  you  a  copy  of  your  proposal  under  that  advertisement? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.     This  is  it. 
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"Washington,  D.  C,  Fehrwary  83,  1863. 
"We,  the  underaigne^,  propose  to  ftirniah  the  medical  and  hospital  depart- 
ment of  the  army,  until  the  first  day  of  Jannary,  1864,  with  all  the  ice  rec[uii'ed 
at  Washington,  District  of  Oolumhia,  stored  in  suitable  ice-hoHses,  for  3610  per 
ton  of  2,000  pounds ;  the  ice  gathered  in  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  and  of  the 
best  quality. 

"  Or  we  propose  to  deliver  it  to  the  hospitals  and  other  places  to  be  supplied 
within  the  limits  of  Washington  and  Georgetown,  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity, 
the  amount  required  at  75  cents  per  100  weight. 

"  L.  J.  MIDDLETON, 
"WILLIAM  W.RUSSELL, 

"  Firm,  of  L.  J.  Middleton.  ^  Co. 
"We  have  ample  facilities  for  storing  10,000  tons." 

Question.  There  was  to  bo  no  charge  to  the  government  for  the  use  of  the 
ice-house? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  had  a  house  that  would  hold  from  2,000  to  S,500  tons, 
which  I  presumed  would  be  sufficient,  at  any  one  time,  to  supply  all  that  the 
government  would  want.  I  do  not  now  recollect  whether  the  government  got 
any  ice  from  na  at  a  dollar  the  100  pounds.  Bivt  our  prices  were  put  up  after 
the  difficulty  with  our  folks  in  Boston,  who  had  a  short  allowance  of  ice,  and 
therefore  failed  to  perform  their  contract.  The  government  ran  out  of  ice,  and 
sent  to  me.  I  told  them  I  would  charge  them  $1  a  hundred -weight,  or,  if  tiiey 
wished,  I  would  run  them  a  cargo.  They  preferred  to  borrow  a  cargo,  which 
they  returned. 

Question.  Mr.  Tiffany  received  the  contract? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  arrangements  were  made  by  Mr.  Tiffany,  or 
where  the  ice  was  stored  here^ 

Answer.  It  was  deposited  in  the  government  ice-house,  as  I  understood  it ;  the 
way  was  this:  I  called  upon  Dr.  Smith  to  know  about  the  matter;  he  said  the  gov- 
ernment woold  have  a  house  of  its  own  very  shortly,  and  they  intended  to  allow 
Mr.  Tiffany  $3  a  ton  more  for  the  ice,  and  the  house  would  belong  to  the  govern- 
ment after  the  contract  ended.  I  asked  how  much  ice  was  wanted ;  he  said  he 
did  not  know — 3,000  or  3  000  ton^  I  laid  if  they  allowed  $2  a  ton  for  the 
house  it  would  cost  a  greit  deal  of  maney.  He  said  the  government  would 
want  an  ice-house.  I  have  been  near  enough  to  the  house  to  see  through  it. 
It  is  at  the  foot  of  11th  atieet  It  was  not  made  very  tight;  but  I  have  not  ex- 
amined it  very  closely. 

Question.  Erom  the  esammation  that  you  have  given  it,  are  you  of  the  opin- 
ion that  it  was  a  suitable  pUte  in  whii.h  to  store  ice? 

Answer,  No,  sii'.  I  do  not  thmk  it  was  tight  enough  to  secure  ice,  for  unless 
ice  is  kept  from  the  air,  you  might  as  well  keep  it  out  of  doors,  perhaps  better ; 
for  the  wind  would  cut  it  all  to  pieces,  and  there  would  be  no  telling  but  what 
it  would  melt  in  twenty-four  hours. 

Question.  Will  you  deaciibe  that  ice-house  as  nearly  as  you  can ? 

Answer.  I  have  never  examined  it  very  closely,  and  I  should  not  like  to 
trust  my  eyes  in  regard  to  it.  If  I  expected  to  get  anything  like  the  amount 
out  of  a  house  ag^n  that  I  put  in  it,  I  would  put  a  house  up  as  we  do,  in  this 
way:  we  usually  build  bouses  with  two  walla,  three  feet  apart,  filled  in  with 
tan  or  sawdust  to  exclude  the  aun  and  air.  I  do  not  know  what  was  the  thick- 
ness of  this  house. 

Question.  What  would  an  ice-house  suitably  built  have  cost,  sufBciently  large 
to  have  hold  3,000  tons  of  ice  1 
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Answer.  1  built  one  on  my  wtarf  two  years  ago,  a  very  nice  one,  ono  of  tte 
best  in  the  city — except,  perhaps,  that  of  Mr,  Godoy,  who  bas  put  one  up  ia 
the  best  style — which  coat  from  $1,800  to  $2,000;  it  could  contain  from  1,800 
to  2,000  tons  of  ice. 

Question.  How  much  would  this  iee-honse  contain  that  Mr.  Tiffany  built? 

Answer.  I  have  not  examined  it  closely ;  perhaps  a  thcmsand  tons  or  some- 
thing like  that. 

By  Mr.  OdeD: 

Question.  "Was  it  built  on  goTornment  land,  or  on  private  land? 

Answer.  I  cannot  state;  I  have  never  made  any  int[uiHea  about  the  matter. 
It  is  down  about  the  lltb  street  wharf.  I  have  not  been  there  since  the  house 
was  built  but  once,  and  that  was  an  accidental  visit. 

By  Mr.  Gooch : 

Question.  How  is  it — could  you  or  not  have  supplied  the  government  with 
ice,  delivered  from  your  own  ice-houae,  very  much  cheaper  than  they  could  ob- 
tain it  from  a  house  kept  by  themselves,  taking  out  only  what  was  wanted  for 

Answer.  Tes,  sir;  there  is  a  great  differeuce,  When  we  deliver  it  wo  sus- 
tain the  loss,  and  the  government  does  not. 

Question.  The  taking  out  a  large  quantity  of  ice  does  not  waste  more  than 
taking  out  a  small  ciuantity  1 

Answer.  No,  sir.  We  take  all  the  loss  from  the  time  it  leaves  Boston  until 
we  serve  it  out  to  our  customers.  We  proposed  to  deliver  it  to  the  government 
at  75  cents  per  100  pounds,  delivered  at  the  hospitals  iu  the  city,  weighed  there, 
of  course,  that  they  may  be  satisfied. 

Question.  Have  you  at  any  time  supplied  the  hospitals  here? 

Answei-.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Uuring  what  period? 

Answer.  I  supplied  them  in  1862,  until  the  army  left  Harrison's  landing.  I 
had  anorder  from  the  Surgeon  General  to  supply  ice  to  the  hospitals  here.  I 
have  forgotten  the  price,  but  I  think  it  was  75  cents  per  100  pounds ;  I  do  not 
know  but  what  it  may  have  been  60  cents;  in  fact,  I  believe  it  was.  I  saw  a 
copy  of  an  order,  when  the  ice  was  brought  up  from  Harrison's  landing,  sent 
to  all  the  hospitals  by  the  medical  director,  requiring  them  to  purchase  their  ice 
from  Mr.  Godey,  or  to  get  it  from  him;  I  do  not  know  what  arrangement  was 
roade  exactly ;  it  was  government  ice,  though.  1  said  nothing  about  it,  but  squared 
up  my  books,  made  out  my  bills,  &c.,  and  settled  up  with  the  government,  and 
1  had  nothing  more  to  do  with  the  hospitals  until  last  spring.  I  commenced 
then  ^ain  without  any  formal  proposal;  they  came  to  me  and  asked  if  I  would 
sell  them  ice,  and  I  said  "Tes,  at  75  cents  per  100  pounds,"  and  I  did  so  until 
June  or  July,  but  I  did  not  supply  them  after  that. 

Question.  Did  you  dni-ing  that  time  supply  all  the  hospitals  1 

Answer.  No,  air;  I  think  Mr.  Godey  had  a  part  of  them. 

Question.  Can  you  give  us  copies  of  your  bills — the  amounts  of  ice  delivered 
and  the  prices  charged  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so.  The  bills  are  on  my  books  and  I  can  copy  them.  You 
mean  for  1863,  I  believe  1 

Question.  Yes,  sir.  And  I  should  like  for  you  to  state  about  the  year  before. 
State  to  us  what  you  supplied  to  the  hospitals  for  such  and  such  a  time,  and  at 
what  prices. 

Answer.  They  settled  up  with  me  every  month,  and  it  would  be  an  easy 
matter  to  give  that  statement. 

Question.  Which  ia  the  most  economical  way  in  which  the  government  can 
supply  itself  with  ice  for  hospitals  in  Washington  and  its  vicinity^ 
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Answer.  I  think  the  elieapest  plaa  is  to  purchase  tie  ice  irom  the  defilers, 
and  let  contracts  alone.  We  can  furnish  them  with  all  the  ice  they  want  at  a 
specified  rate.  It  would  not  cost  half  what  it  would  for  the  government  to  buy 
it  and  deliver  it  theroselves. 

Question.  How  is  it  that  you  can  furnish  it  cheaper  than  the  government  can 
snpply  itself? 

Answer.  Because  the  government  takes  the  loss,  and  not  the  dealers.  If  you 
contract  it  at  $10  a  ton  at  the  ice-house,  you  will  not  get  more  than  half  of  it 
teaUy.  Now,  wo  employ  our  own  teams  to  supply  it  through  the  town,  and 
they  can  as  well  take  the  hospitals  in  tlieir  turn.  We  charge  individuals  a  cent 
a  pound  for  16,  18,  or  20  pounda  a  day.  We  charge  the  government  a  cent  a 
pound  and  deliver  it  to  the  hospitals  every  day,  givijig  them  600,  800  or  1,000 
pounds  a  day,  and  we  take  the  loss,  and  not  the  government. 

Question.  You  are  acquainted  with  all  the  principal  ice  dealers  of  the  country  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  with  most  of  them. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Goslow  &  Scott  as  ice  dealers  1 

Answer.  No,  air. 

Question.  Bo  you  know  J.  C.  Tiffany  as  an  ice  dealer  1 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  of  him  until  last  year. 

Question.  Do  you  know  A,  Tracy  Edgerton  or  J.  W.  Parrish  &  Go,  as  ice 
dealers? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Washington,  February  10,  1864. 
Mr,  L,  J.  MiDDLBTOM  recalled  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Gooch : 
Question,  Have  you  prepared  the  statement  asked  for  by  the  committee  show- 
ing the  amount  of  ice  furnished  to  the  hospitals  in  Washington  and  vicinity  by 
you  during  the  years  1863  and  1863? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  this  is  the  statement: 

Jce  Jurnished  the  following  hospitals  in  1863  a^id  1863  b]/  L.  J.  Middle- 
ton,  ^  Go. 
1863. 

Clifburn  Hospital,  5,400  pounds  of  ice  from  May  23  to  June  31,  at 

75  cents $40  60 

Douglas  Hospital,  65,800  pounds  of  ice  from  July  1  to  September 

30,  at  50  cents 279  89 

Eckington  Hospital,  35,400  pounds  of  ice  from  May  26  to  Novem- 
ber 18 177  00 

Patent  Office  Hospital,  9,800  pounds  of  ice  from  May  26  to  Jane 
36,  at  50  cents.  This  bill  was  not  collected.  Surgeon  in  charge 
left  and  never  heard  from 

Einiptive  Fever  Hospital,  11,900  pounds  of  ice  from  May  26  to  Sep- 
tember 30,  at  60  cents 89  25 

St.  Elizabeth  Hospital,  10,087  pounds  of  ice  from  June  7  to  August 

30,  at  75  cents 75  65 

Insane  Hospital,  9,343  pounds  of  ice  from  July  7  to  October  27,  at 

75  cents 09  31 

Casparia  Hospital,  11,700  pounds  of  ice  from  July  6  to  August  30, 
at  75  cents 87  25 

Ascension  Hospital,  4,000  pounds  of  ice  from  June  18  to  August 

18,  at  60  cents 24  00 
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Ninth  Street  Church  Hospital,  3,200  pounds  of  ice  from  July  5  to 

Augusts,  at  76  cents $21  20 

Epiphany  Church  Hospital,  17,700  pounds  of  ice  from  June  20  to 

August  31,  at  60  cents 10(i  20 

13th  Street  Baptist  Church  Hospital,  IS.flOO  pounds  of  ice  from  June 

S8  to  August  31,  at  50  cents    7o  CO 

Unitarian  Chui-ch  Hospital,  5,300  pounds  of  ice  from  July  1  to 

August  15,  at  50  cents 20  00, 

Judiciary  Square  Hospital,  54,200  pounds  of  ice  from  July  1  to 

August  31,  at  50  cents 271  00 

Union  Chapel  Hospital,  4,800  pounds  of  ice  from  July  7  to  Au- 
gust 31.  at  50  cents 24  00 

Amory  Square  Hospital,  73,850  pounds  of  ice  from  July  1  to  Sep- 
tember 30,  at  50  cents 3C9  25 

Columbia  College  Hospital,  26,949  pounds  of  jce  &om  Augfiat  12, 

to  September  30,  at  50  cents 134  75 

Small    hospitals;    Providence;    Ebinezer  Churchj     Odd-Fellows' 

Hall;  Trinity  Church;  Capitol;  about 200  00 

S,070  25 

1863. 
Judiciary  Square  Hospital,  3,200  pounds  of  ice  from  June  1  to  June 

8,at75cent8 §24  00 

Kalorania  Hospital,  1,035  pounds  of  ice  from  June  1  to  June  13, 

at  75  cents 7  7G 

Post  Hospital,  (Camp  Barry,)  9,100  pounds  of  ice  from  June  1  to 

October  31,  at  SI 91   00 

Mount  Pleasant  Hospital,  4,630  pounds  of  ice  from  May  I5to  June 

]  0,  at  75  cents 34  72 

Campbell  Hospital,  9,340  pounds  of  ice  from  May  13  to  June  8,  at 

75  cents 68  55 

Harewood  Hospital,  20,800  pounds  of  ice  from  May  12  to  June  11, 

at  75  cents 156  00 

Fiiiley  Hospital,  10,275  pounds  of  ice  from  May  11  to  June  11,  at 

75  cents 77  05 

Emory  Hospital,  18,464  pounds  of  ice  from  May  6  to  June  10,  at 

75  cents 124  62 

St.  Aloystus  Hospital,  5,800  pounds  of  ice  from  May  2  to  June  7,  at 

75  cents 43  50 

Stanton  Hospital,  14,566  pounds  of  ice  from  Juno  1  to  June  8,  at 

75  cents 109.24 


736  49 


Question,  About  what  percentage  of  the  year's  sttpply  of  ice  would  be  used 
during  the  months  of  May,  (the  last  seven  days  of  ^May,)  June,  July,  and 
August  t 

Answer.  I  could  not  tell  exactly.  But  we  generally  call  the  ice  season  five 
months ;  that  is  about  as  much  as  we  can  get  out  of  the  year.  The  rest  of  the 
year  is  scarcely  profitable  at  all,  unless  it  happens  to  be  a  very  warm  fall.  I 
think  we  delivered  two-thirds  and  more  of  our  whole  year's  work  in  that  time. 
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Tcnibnmnj  of  Mr.  Walter  Godeij. 

WA3HI^^GT0^•,  February  9.  1SG4. 

Mr.  Walteu  GonriV  sworn  aud  exuraincd. 
By  Mr.  Goocli : 

Question.  What  ia  your  present  bnsiuosa,  how  long  Lave  you  been  engaged 
in  it,  and  where  ia  it  carried  on  % 

Answer.  My  busitteae  is  the  ice  baaiuesa;  I  have  been  in  it  five  yea.rs  last 
Octolior;  my  place  is  in  Greorgetown,  iii  thia  Dietrict. 

Question,  ion  cany  on  the  ice  bnsinese  in  Georgetown  anil  Washington? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  sec  the  government  advertisement  for  ioe  last  year  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qaestioa.  Have  you  a  copy-  of  your  hid  % 

Answer.  I  did  not  bring  it  with  me. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  terms  of  youi'  bid  for  snp^iiying  ice  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Queatioa.  Will  you  state  them  1 

Answer.  I  agreed  to  furnish  all  the  ice  they  would  want  in  the  hospitals  in 
the  District,  they  hauling  it,  at  iS14  a  ton,  weighed  to  tliem  eveiy  mominp'  as 
they  got  it. 

Question.  Did  you  make  any  other  offer  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  for  the  hospitals  here.  I  agreed  to  furnish  iee  at  Al- 
esaiidria  and  Fortress  Mouroe  at  $13  a  ton,  hy  hill  of  lading,  the  government 
to  take  charge  of  the  iee  as  it  was  delivered. 

Question.  Were  you  to  he  paid  for  the  amount  pot  on  boai-d  the  vessels 
where' you  purchased  the  ice  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  agreed  to  give  it  to  them  at  that  jn'ice,  weighed  at  thr 
different  points. 

Question.  Did  yon  agree  to  deliver  it  as  tliey  wanted  day  by  day,  or  wwe 
you  to  deliver  it  by  the  cargo  1 

Answer.  I  was  to  deliver  it  here  in  Washington  day  bj'  day  as  it  was  wanted. 

Question.  How  at  other  points  ? 

Answer.  Atthe  otherpoiots  they  were  to  take  the  caigotiiatl  ordered  to  them. 

Question.  Will  you  furnish  the  committee  with  a  copy  of  your  proposal  'f 

Answer.  I  think  I  have  it  at  home;  I  may  have  left  it  at  the  medical  pur- 
veyor's office.  I  had  two  as  good  men  as  there  are  in  our  town  for  securities. 
The  contract  was  at  first  awarded  to  me  by  Mr.  Johnson.  An  estimate  was 
made  under  the  proposals  submitted  by  Mr.  Tiffany,  Middleton,  and  myself, 
and  it  was  shown  by  the  calculation  that  my  proposal  was  some  $8,000  to 
#10,000  better  than  that  of  Mr.  Tiffany.  I  fought  the  matter  with  Dr.  Smith  for 
a  month.  He  said,  "  Mr.  Godey,  I  know  yon,  and  I  know  Mi'.  Middleton ;  but 
this  Tiffany  I  do  not  know.  But  we  have  given  Tifiaiiy  the  contract,  and  we 
do  not  like  to  take  tilings  back."  I  said,  "Doctor,  I  will  bring  you  a  Bl;atB- 
mcnt  fi'om  the  office,  of  your  own  clerks,  showing  that  you  will  save  $8,000  or 
SlOjOOO  to  the  government  hy  taking  my  bid."  Said  he,  "  We  will  investigate 
the  whole  matter."  I  went  there  from  time  to  time  to  see  abont  it.  I  went  to 
the  office  and  got  a  etatemeat  of  the  saving  to  the  government  under  my  bid 
and  showed  it  to  him.  He  said,  "  We  do  not  do  business  haphazard;  we  have 
competent  clerks  here  to  attend  to  it,  and  there  is  no  such  loss  iu  iee."  I  then 
said,  "  Doctor,  I  do  not  suppose  it  is  warth  while  for  me  to  come  ia  very  often 
here."  He  said,  "  I  will  have  the  thing  investigated."  After  a  lime  I  went 
there  again,  and  he  went  into  the  Surgeon  Ueueral's  office,  and  said  a  few  words, 
and  came  out  again,  and  said  to  me,  "  We  have  thoroughly  investigated  the 
matter,  and  I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any  cheating  in  it."  I  hade  him  "  good 
morning,"  and  came  away. 
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Question.  Wore  the  lerraa  on  which  yoxi  proposed  to  furnish  the  ice  better 
than  those  of  any  other  bidder  I 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  Mr.  Miildleton'a  hid  was.  But  the  contract 
was  at  first  awarded  to  me. 

Question.  Were  jon  present  when  the  hids  were  opened. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  were  they  opened  I 

Answer.  At  the  medical  purveyor's  office. 

Question.  By  whom  were  they  opened  t 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Henry  Johnson,  then  acting  medical  purveyor. 

Question.  And  waa  it  declared  by  him  that  the  contract  was  yours  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  it  was  then  refused  to  you  by  Dr.  Smith,  and  tljia  conversation 
subsequently  occurred  as  you  have  stated. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  If  you  will  look  at  the  booka  of  the  oSce  where  tlie  ac- 
counts of  the  hospitals  are  kept,  and  take  the  amount  of  ice  delivered  to  the 
hospitals,  and  the  amount  of  ice  shipped  here,  you  will  see  for  yourselves  that 
there  would  have  been  from  $8,000  to  $10,000  saved  on  my  bid. 

Question.  For  the  hospitals  in  the  city  of  Washington  and  vicinity  ? 
.  Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  happened  to  be  at  the  ofSce  about  a  month  ago ;  the 
clerk  there  is  a  very  clever  feUow,  and  I  wanted  to  know  what  the  ice  cost 
them.  He  told  me  that  there  was  so  much  ice  shipped,  and  so  much  ice  de- 
lived  to  the  hospitals.  My  bid  was  $14  a  ton  weighed  to  them  here.  They 
paid  S9  45  a  ton  by  bill  of  lading.  I  made  the  difference  to  be  abont  SlO.OOO. 
Their  own  books  will  show  that. 

Question,  Have  you  furnished  ice  to  the  hospitals  here  during  any  period ; 
and  if  so,  wheu^ 

Answer.  I  fnrnisbed  ice,  from  the  commencement  of  the  hospitals  here,  for 
the  same  time  Mr.  Middleton  furnished. 

Question.  For  how  long  a  time  1 

Answer.  Up  to  this  contract,  except  a  year  ago  last  fall,  when  they  had  some 
come  up  here  with  the  army  from  Harrison's  landing. 

Question.  Can  you  give  us  the  periods  during  which  you  furnished  ice,  and 
the  amount  per  month  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  the  time  you  were  furnishing  ice,  was  there  anybocly  else  hot 
Mr.  Middleton  furnishing  ice  to  them  1 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  believe  not. 

Question.  Did  you  and  he  furnish  to  the  hospitals  all  the  ice  required  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  the  stewards  told  me  they  were  never  better  accom- 
modated or  better  supplied. 
By  the  chairman ; 

Question.  Where  do  you  get  yonr  ice  ? 

Answer.  From  Hoston  and  Maine;  principally  from  Boston,  when  there  is  a 
good  supply  there. 
By  Mr.  Gooch : 

Question.  Do  yoti  know  at  what  rate  you  could  have  contracted  for  ice, 
making  your  contract  as  early  in  the  season  as  P'ebruary  or  March  t 

Answer.  I  bought  some  1,600  tons  of  ice  ia  Febraary,  shipped  in  March  and 
April,  and  it  cost  me  $2  a  ton  in  Boston.  I  contracted  for  5,000  tons,  but  did 
not  get  this  contract,  and  therefore  did  not  take  but  1,600  tons. 

Question.  What  does  it  cost  you  to  ship  ice  from  Boston  to  this  place  7 

Answer.  From  $2  to  ®3  and  S3  50  a  ton. 

Question.  According  to  the  season  of  the  year  in  which  it  is  shipped  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.     Later  in  the  season  ice  got  higher,  and  when  my  con- 
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Iract  iim  through  I  bought  at  higher  prices.  Of  cotii'se,  if  I  had  got  this  con- 
tract I  should  have  got  a,  larger  supply. 

Queatiou.  What  would  he  the  ordinary  amount  of  waste  between  Boston  and 
here  in  ice  1 

Atiawei'.  I  have  weighed  it  in  June,' July,  and  August,  and  I  always  find 
that  I  lose  about  25  per  centum. 

Question.  And  to  points  further  south  the  waate  would  he  greater? 

Answer.  I  should  think  eo.  Get  it  on  eai-ly  in  the  season,  it  comes  on  dry, 
and  you  do  not  lose  so  mach. 

Question.  What,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  beat  and  most  economical  way  in 
wiiieh  the  government  can  furnish  ice  to  the  hospitals  in  Washington  and  vicinity? 

Answer,  Ti-om  the  dealers  here,  I  think. 

Question.  Purchasing  daily  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  you  get  your  net  weight  then,  and  we  have  all  the  losses. 

Question,  The  government  can  havewliat  it  wants,  and  pay  for  what  it  uses? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Which  ice  turns  out  best  hfre,  ice  packed  in  Boston,  or  ice  packed 
in  Maine  ? 

Answer,  The  Boston  ice.  I  have  been  ti-eated  very  badly  in  Maine  ice. 
Last  year,  when  they  got  short,  the  firm  I  deal  with  in  Boston  honght  ice  in  Maine 
and  shipped  it  to  me.  And,  instead  of  their  weighing  their  ice  there,  I  under- 
stand they  measure  it.  There  were  two  cargoes  came  here,  one  said  to  1^&  ?00 
tons,  whjcli  I  weighed  and  had  but  102  t,ons ;  the  other  cargo  of  2-50  tonft,'  iind 
1  did  not  get  90  tons  out  of  it. 

By  tlie  chairman ; 
Question.  What  was  the  occasion  of  such  great  waste  '! 
Answer.  WelJ,  they  did  not  put  it  in  the  vessel. 

By  Mr.  Gooch : 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  the  government  kept  its  ice  hci-e  last  summer  ? 

Answer.  They  kept  it  on  the  11th  street  wharf. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  house  that  the  ice  was  kept  iu  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  it. 

Question.  By  whom  was  it  built  1 

Answer.  I  understood  that  it  vms  built  by  Tiflany,  and  that  he  got  more  per 
ton  for  hia  ice  on  that  account. 

Question.  How  much  more? 

Answer.  I  nndevstood  it  was  ^3  a  ton  until  the  house  was  paid  for. 

Question.  Was  the  house  a  suitable  one,  and  properly  built  for  storing  ice? 
•  ■  Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  been  up  to  it.  The  house  ia  built  with  scantling 
or  joists,  about  eight  inches  wide,  and  stuffed  with  sawdust,  or  hay,  or  any 
trash.  It  was  no  house  to  keep  ice  ia,  that  ia  certain.  I  would  not  put  a 
pound  of  ice  in  such  a  house  as  that.  I  looked  at  it  a  month  ago  when  1  was 
down  by  there,  and  the  roof  had  sunk  down  considerably.  I  am  myself  a  car- 
penfer  by  trade,  and  know  what  kind  of  work  it  ia.  If  you  will  look  at  the 
houses  built  by  me  and  Mr,  Middleton,  and  then  at  the  one  Tiffany  built,  yon 
will  see  the  difference  at  once. 

Question.  Can  you  tell  what  that  house  ought  to  have  coat  ? 

Answer.  That  hoaao  cost,  I  should  judge,  from  $1,200  to  $t,400  ;  mine  ha? 
mat  me  nejirly  ^3,000. 

By  Mr.  Loan : 
Question,  Would  yoa  have  lost  money  in  furnishing  ice  to  the  government 
under  the  contract  you  proposed  ? 
Answer.  If  we  make  a  contract ^^  , 
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Question.  That  is  not  my  q^uestioii.  Would  you  have  lost  money  under  the 
contract  you  propoaecl  1 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  caa  you  make  a  profit  and  furnib^h  ice  to  tie  goveniim^nt 
cheaper  than  it  caa  f«r»is]i  its  pwii  ice  ? 

Answer.  We  fill  onr  ice-houses  u[i,  and  are  generally  taking  it  out  and  putting 
it  in  all  the  time.  We  keep  our  ice  moving ;  our  cargoes  do  not  stand  long, 
not  more  than  a  week  or  so.  If  the  government  puts  a  large  quantity  of  iee  in 
an  icc-hoTiae,  and  use  but  a  small  q^nantity  daily,  the  iee  is  wasiiiig  all  the  time. 
But  our  ico  ia  constantly  moving.  It  would  not  do  for  us  to  keep  a  cargo  oa 
hand  more  than  a  week  or  two,  because  we  should  lose  our  profits.  The  faster 
we  can  push  our  ice  out  the  letter  for  us.  If  you  put  all  your  ice  into  an  iee- 
Iionse  you  will  be  subject  to  a  dead  waste  tliere.  If  you  put  up  a  thousand  tons 
and  let  it  lay  there  two,  or  three,  or  four  months,  you  are  losing  all  the  tilne.  Wc 
put  up  a  thousand  tons  and  it  lasts  us  three  or  four  weeks ;  there  is  the  difference. 

Question.  Wlmtia  the  percentage  of  loss  by  wastage  in  ice-houses  per  month? 

Answer,  I  could  not  tell  that. 

Question.  Ai-e  there  any  other  advantages  in  favor  of  the  dealer — any  other 
reasons  why  you  should  make  it  profitable  in  preference  to  the  government? 

Answer.  Where  we  supply  it,  the  government  is  not  bothered  with  a  check 
against  each  hospital,  or  with  men  to  handle  the  ice.  We  keep  the  men  our- 
selves to  attend  to  the  business,  and  thus  that  much  is  saved  to  the  governmeut. 

Question.  Are  thei-e  any  other  means  of  saving  that  you  can  state  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  of  any  now. 
By  the  chairman ; 

Question.  Do  not  men  who  transact  business  for  themselves  generally  do  it 
better  and  with  less  waste  than  government  agents  do  1 

Answer.  Tee,  air,  certainly. 

ByMi-.  Gooch: 
Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  principal  ice  dealers  in  the  country  ? 
Answer.  I  know  a  great  many  of  them. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Gosner  &  ScotI,  or  J.  C.  TifFLiiiy,  or  A.  Tj-.ncy 
Edgerton,  or  Pan'ish  &  Co.,  as  ice  dealers  1 
Answer.  Ko,  eir,  I  do  not. 


WAsruNOTON,  Fchrwary  iO,  1S64. 
Mr.  Walter  Gudev  recalled  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Gooch  : 
Question,  Have  you  prepared  the  statement  asked  for  by  the  committee,  of 
tlie  amounts  of  ice  furnished  by  you  to  the  hospitals  in  this  city  1 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  this  is  it : 

Ice   ddicereil    to   different   Jiospitals   in   Washington   and  vicinity  in  1862    by 
Walter  GoAey. 

Pounds. 

Seminary  hospital 28,  9  Ifl 

Clifford  hospital !21,  450 

Carver  hospital 149,  090 

Mount  Pleasant  hospital 102,  ^itJO 

Ci-lnmbian  College 30,  490 
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Stmic!  hospihil j.9,  800 

ilyland  Chqiel - 7,  795 

Oanip  Sprague -iH,  9-55 

Emo  J  hiapiial - - SS,  639 

Union  Lospital - - :>3,  382 

8th  Street  liospilal - 3,  OSO 

Ascension  Church,  9th  street 5,  asO 

10th  street ;>,  COO 

Corner  6th  and  E  Ktrcets : 3,  ISO 

Corner  6tb  and  B  streets 3,  a85 

Georgetown  Collfge 5,  7C0 

Waters's  Warehouse S,  575 

Presbyterian  Church 1, 133 

Total - 621,  lOS 

Tons -    -...- ^IQijg-l 

By  Mr.  Loan  : 

Question.  Wliat  price  did  you  cliarge  the  government  for  thin  ice  ? 

Answer.  I  charged  sixty  cents  per  100  pounds,  or  twelve  dollars  a  ton. 

Question.  What  quautityof  ice  was  bronght  np  with  the  army  of  the  Potomac 
and  stored  in  your  ice  house  at  the  time  you  have  mentioned  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  state  positively  now;  but  I  think  it  was  between  600  and 
700  tons.  It  was  not  ireighed  ;  that  is  merely  my  judgment,  for  I  would  not 
weigh  the  ice  at  my  own  espeuse.  I  made  rather  a  loose  bai-gain.  I  paid  for 
discharging  the  ice,  and  gave  my  house  to  store  it  in,  for  which  I  was  to  receive 
one  ton  of  ice  out  of  every  two  tons. 

By  Mr.  Gooch : 
Qaestion.  Did  you  take  one  toii  of  ice  out  of  I'vcvy  Iv/o  tons  for  lln'  n-e  of 
your  ice-houae  1 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
Qaestion.  Did  the'balance  of  the  ice  supply  the  hospitals  fiir  the  lest  of  the 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  until  the  spring. 

Question.  Do  you  concur  with  Mr,  Micidlelni:  in  what  he  lias  Kaid  nboiil  the 
length  of  the  ice  season? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 


Testimony  of  Mi:  Rahcrt  A.  Payne. 

Washikhtox,  Fthruary  10,  1S64. 
Mr.  KocEiiT  A.  Paynk  sworn  and  examined. 

Ey  Mr.  Loan : 
Question.  What  is  your  place  of  residence  ? 
Answer.  Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia. 
Question.  In  what  capacity  were  yon  engaged  in  March,  18G3  ? 
Answer   Chief  clerk  to  the  medical  purveyor. 

Question.  Wil!  you  examine  this  contract  (contract  with  J.  C.  Tiffany)  and 
state  if  you  were  in  the  office  at  the  time  that  contract  was  made  % 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  was. 
Question.  Will  yon  state  what  you  know  about  the  advertisement  for  this 
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coutraet,  and  the  Lida  in  i-elatdon  to  it,  and  everything  attending'  iL,  up  to  ilie 
fiaal  consummation  of  that  contract,  so  far  aa  you.  remember  '! 

Answer.  All  tliat  I.  can  atate  is,  that  proposals  were  advertised  for  in  due 
form  for  fumisliing  ice.  There  were  some  five  or  six  biddera  for  the  places 
embraced  in  Tiffany's  contract. 

Question.  State  who  they  were. 

Answer.  Mr.  Godoy,  of  Georgetown,  was  the  principil  bidder  for  Wash- 
iagton,  Georgetown,  Aqnia  Creek,  and  Fortress  Monroe,  Mr.  Middletou  was 
a  bidder  for  Washington,  but  1  have  no  recollection  whether  ho  made  any 
further  bids,  I  think  there  were  several  other  bidders  for  Washington,  but  I 
do  not  recollect  their  uamea  now. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  the  bids  were  opened  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  upon  opening  the  bida  we  at  the  office  decided  that  Mr. 
Walter  Godey,  of  Georgetown,  was  the  lowest  bidder  for  Washington.  I 
tbiak  Mr.  Tifeiny  was  in  the  office  at  the  time,  but  he  immediately  went  out; 
where  he  went  I  do  not  know.  Bat  after  the  notice  from  our  office  was  sent 
down  to  the  Surgeon  General's  ofSce  that  the  bida  had  been  opened  and  we  had 
awarded  to  Mr.  Godey  the  coutraet  for  famishing  ice  to  Washington,  and  I 
do  not  know  but  what  of  Aqnia  Creek  and  the  other  points,  the  thing  was 
afterwai-ds  changed  at  the  Surgeon  General's  office  and  the  contract  ^ven  to 
Mr.  Tiffany. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  reasons  induced  this  change  1 

Answer.  I  understood  that  Dr.  Smith,  the  Assistant  Surgeon  General  at  the 
time,  said  that  he  thought  that  Mr.  Tiffany's  bid  was  the  lowest.  But  wo  were 
universally  of  the  opinion — and  I  made  oat  several  statements  myself  that 
would  convince  any  youngster  of  12  or  13  years  of  age — that  Mr.  Godey's 
proposition  was  the  cheapest  for  the  government  by  some  $15,000  or  S20,000. 
And  the  result  has  proved  it  to  be  so,  as  I  have  undei-stood  since  Mr.  Tiffany 
famished  the  ice.  Mr.  Godey's  proposition,  I  think,  was  to  furnish  the  ice  and 
deliver  it  at  $13  or  $14  a  ton.  I  do  not  recollect  what  Mr.  Tif&iiiy's  proposi- 
tion, was;  but  this  contract  will  show.     (Reads:) 

"That  for  each  and  every  ton  of  ice  delivered  at  Washington,  D.  C,  and 
accepted  by  the  medical  officer  in  charge,  the  said  J".  C-  Tiffany  shall  receive 
the  sum  of  $10  50." 

Then  there  was  an  arraugement  that  he  should  be  paid  per  bill  of  lading, 
and  also  paid  for  building  au  ice-hoase,  and  also  paid  for  wagoning  this  ice.  All 
this  made  a  difference,  so  that  under  this  contract  the  loss  to  the  government 
was  some  $10,000  or  $15,000,  and  I  do  not  know  but  more.  As  I  said  be- 
fore, I  made  out  several  statements  showing  the  whole  cost  raider  the  different 
proposals.  Aud  I  think  that  at  the  time  there  was  also  a  bid  for  New  Orleans 
lower  than  the  one  put  in  by  Mr.  Tiffany;  in  fact,  I  am  almost  confident  of  it. 

Question.  Cau  you  state  who  the  party  ivas  who  submitted  a  lower  hid  for 
New  Orleans  t 

Answer.  I  caunot.  We  made  out  a  written  statement  for  the  Surgeon  General, 
setting  forth  who  were  the  bidders  and  what  were  their  bids. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  in  regard  to  the  ice-house  that  was  built  by 
Mr.  Tiffany  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  much  about  it;  I  know  that  it  was  a  long  time  in 
being  built,  and  that  we  had  to  purchase  ice  from  dealers  hei'e — from  Mr.  Mid- 
dletou and  Mr.  Godey — for  some  two  or  three  months  after  the  contract  was 
given  out  to  Mr.  Tiffany.  I  have  understood  that  the  ice-house  was  very  poorly 
put  up. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  upon  that  matter  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  was  down  there  while  it  was  being  built,  but  I  have  no 
been  there  since  it  was  built. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  capacity  of  that  liouse  ? 
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Answer.  I  do  uot. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  ivhy  this  cliange  was  made,  and  tlie  contract 
given  to  Mr,  Tififany  1 

Answer.  No  sir;  I  do  not  know  tlie  reasons  for  changing  it,  fnrtlior  tlian  I 
understood  at  the  time  that  Dr.  Smith  conceived  Mr.  Tiffany's  bid  to  be  the 
lowest. 

Question.  The  paper  you  sent  to  the  Surgeon  General's  office  was  not  re- 
ferred back  to  your  ofBce  for  further  explanation  1 

Answer.  Ko,  sir;  after  we  had  given  them  the  list  of  bidders,  they  sent  for 
the  proposals,  and  we  sent  them. 

Question.  Was  it  the  usual  practice  for  the  Surgeon  General's  ofSce  to  act  upon 
your  decisions  npon  these  questions,  or  was  it  usual  for  them  to  review  yottr 
decisions  1 

Answer.  As  far  as  I  can  recollect,  this  was  the  only  contracl^  ever  given  out 
at  that  office. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  reason  why  the  qtiantity  of  ice  should  have 
been  increased  in  Washington  at  that  time  over  what  it  had  been  prior  to  that 
time — you  had  been  purchasing  bat  a  very  small  quantity  of  ice  previously  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  necessity,  if  any,  was  there  for  increasing  the  quantity  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  was  any ;  and  I  do  not  know  that  the  quantity 
of  ice  delivered  and  used  was  actually  increased.  I  think,  from  what  I  under- 
stood at  the  time,  that  iee  was  brought  here  by  Mr.,  Tiffany  without  orders 
from  any  person.  As  I  understood,  no  orders  came  from  Mr.  Johnson,  or  the 
medical  director,  for  so  much  iee.  I  think  the  contract  says  the  ice  is  to  be 
famished  from  time  to  time  in  such  quantities  as  required.  I  know  of  no  reason 
for  the  increase,  further  than  I  believe  there  was  some  ice  shipped  to  the  army 
of  the  Potomac.  I  know  that  the  year  previous  we  occasionally  sent  ice  to  the 
army  of  the  Potomac  while  I  was  there  in  the  oIEce, 

Qttestion.  Under  Tiffany's  contract? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  yoa  know  of  any  reason  why  the  quantity  of  ice  required 
should  be  increased  under  Tiffany's  contract? 

Answer.  Ko,  air,  farther  tlian  1  imagine,  if  there  was  an  increase,  it  was  be- 
cause of  iee  being  shipped  to  the  array  of  the  Potomac,  as  we  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  doing  the  season  before ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  that  was  done.  One 
reason  why  the  consumption  of  ice  the  year  before  was  smaller  was,  I  think, 
that  when  General  McCiellan  came  up  from  the  Peninsula  with  the  aimy  of. 
the  Potomac  they  brought  up  some  ice,  which  was  all  turned  over  to  Doctor 

Question,  What  quantity  was  brought  up? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you.  I  only  know  that  there  was  a  great  discrepancy 
between  the  bills  of  lading  and  the  amoimt  of  ice  turned  over  to  us  from  the  army 
of  the  Potomac.  We  understood  from  the  captains  of  vessels  that  the  ice  had 
laid  there  a  long  time  and  had  lost  by  melting.  In  fact,  Doctor  Lamb  has  never 
receipted  for  any  of  the  ice  yet,  and  says  he  will  not  because  there  was  such  a. 
discrepancy. 

Question,  Were  there  any  orders  given  to  JEr.  Tiffany  under  his  contract  to 
furnish  ice  for  any  parties  that  you  know  of? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Who  i-eceived  the  ice  from  Mr,  Tiffany  under  this  contract? 

Answer,  It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  medical  director  to  receive  the  ice  under 
the  contract. 

Question.  Wlio  did  receive  it,  in  fact?     Do  you  know? 

Ansiver.  That  I  do  uot  know, 

Qacstion,  You  liave  no  mean.s  of  knoM'ing  what  quantity  was  delivered  t 
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Answer.  Ho,  sir ;  I  htive  not.  I  only  know  tliat  a  gi'eat  many  hospitals  ivcio 
oomplaining  about  the  quautity  of  ice  delivered;  that  it  ivaa  amaliei'  than  tho 
quantity  proposed  to  be  delivered  by  Mr,  TifEany'a  man  who  Iiad  charge  of 
the  ice-houae.  The  whole  arrangement  was  very  blundering.  The  goTcrnment 
paid  for  their  ice,  pat  it  in  their  own  iee-honae,  and  Mr.  Tillany  sent  it  out  in 
his  own  wagon,  by  his  owa  man.  The  hospitals  complained  that  they  received 
their  ice  at  nnBeaaonable  howra;  instead  of  getting  it  at  eight  or  nine  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  they  got  it  in  the  afternoon,  at  four  or  five  o'clock.  I  think  the 
medical  diiectoi'  receipted  for  tlie  ice  as  it  was  received  here  on  the  vessels. 

ByMr.  Odell: 

Question.  Did  be  receive  the  ice? 

Answer.  He  must  have  received  it  if  be  receipted  for  it. 

Question.  Who  is  responsible  for  the  amount  of  ice  received '( 

Answer.  The  medical  director  is  responsible  for  receiving  as  m.iny  tons  an  tlio 
bill  of  lading  called  for.     It  is  his  duty. 
By  Mr,  Loan : 

Question.  Is  be  the  maii  who  did  rct'eive  it,  iind  receipt,  for  it '! 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Who  was  he  ? 

Answer.  It  was  Doctor  E.  0.  Abbott. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  quantity  of  ice  was  actually  received  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Question.  You  were  not  connected  with  that  part  of  the  business? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  The  whole  an-angement  was  at  first  intended  by  the  Sur- 
geon General  to  have  been  turned  over  to  the  medical  director.  And  at  all  th& 
other  posts  further  down  south  I  believe  that  is  done. 

By  the  chairman : 
Question.  Is  this  contract  of  'I'lffany's  made  according  to  usage  iiiid  custom 

n  not  very  couversaut  with  making  contracts. 
By  Mr.  Loan : 
Question.  Where  are  yott  now? 
Answer.  In  the  Provost  Marshal  Uenerai's  office. 
Question.  How  came  you  there  ? 

Answer.  I  left  the  medicsl  director's  ofiicc,  Hiid  Akh  w-cut  in  lAudor  Coioucl 
Fry. 

By  Mr.  Gooch : 
Question.  Is  this  a  copy  of  the  advertised  proposala  under  which  bids  were 
received  for  ice  last  year  at  the  tame  to  which  you  have  referred? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
The  following  is  tlie  copy  referred  to  : 

peoposals  for  ice. 

Medical  Pokvevob's  Offfce, 

Washinglon.  January  22, 18C3. 
Scaled  proposids  iviil  bo  received  at  this  oiKce  until  Monday,  the  23d  day 
of  Pebruary,  1363,  at  twelve  (13)  o'clock  in.,  for  furnishing  the  medical  hospital 
department  until  the  lat  day  of  January,  1S64,  ivith  a  supply  of  pure  ice,  to  be 
delivered  at  the  foUowing  places,  via  : 

Hilton  Head,  South  Carolina;  Hewhern,  North  Carolina;  Fortress  Monroe, 
Virginia;  Pensacola,  Florida ;  Kashville,  Tenues&oe  ;  NeivOrleans,  Louisiana; 

,  Coogk- 
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St.  Louis,  MinsDuri ;  Cairo,  Illinois ;  Washiugtoii,  Uiatnctof  Oolambia;  Mem- 
pi  lia,  Teaiteesee. 

As  the  quantity  recLuirod  at  the  respective  posts  is  not  precisely  known,  bid- 
ders will  state  the  quantity  of  ice  they  can  furnish,  where  it  is  gathered,  price 
per  ton  of  §,000  pounds,  and  within  what  period  they  can  furnish  the  amount 
of  their  bids;  although  it  is  desirable  that  bidders  should  propose  to  furnish 
the  whole  amount  required  at  any  one  of  the  places  proposed  to  be  supplied. 

Bidder-s  will  state  what  facilities  they  possess,  if  any,  for  storing  the  ice  at 
the  posts  they  propose  to  supply. 

The  ice  must  be  of  the  best  qaality,  subject  to  tho  inspection  and  iipproTal  of 
the  officer  in  charge  of  the  post  where  it  is  delivered.  The  full  name  and  post 
office  address  of  the  bidder  must  appear  in  the  proposal. 

If  a  hid  is  made  in  the  name  of  a  firm  the  names  of  all  the  parties  must  ap- 
pear, or. the  hid  will  be  considered  as  the  individual  proposal  of  the  party  sign- 
ingit. 

I'roposals  from  disloyal  parties  will  not  be  considered,  and  an  oath  of  allegi- 
ance must  accompany  each  proposition. 

Proposals  must  be  addressed  to  Henry  Johnson,  M.  8.  K.,  U.  8.  A.,  and 
Acting  Medical  Purveyor,  Washington,  D.  C,  and  should  be  plainly  marked 
"  Proposals  for  Ice." 

The  ability  of  tho  bidder  to  fill  tho  contract,  should  it  be  awarded  to  iiim, 
must  be  guaranteed  by  two  responsible  persons,  whose  sigaaturea  are  to  be  ap- 
pended to  the  guarantee,  and  said  guarantee  must  accompany  the  bid. 

The  responsibility  of  the  guarantors  must  be  shown  by  the  ofBcial  certificate 
of  the  clerk  of  the  nearest  district  conrt,  or  of  the  United  States  district  attorney. 

Bonds  in  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  signed  by  the  contractor  and  both 
his  guai-autors,  wi!!  be  required  of  the  successful  bidder  upon  signing  the  con- 
tract. 

Form,  of  guarajiiee. 

Wc,  ■ — —,  of  the  county  of ,  and  state  of ,  and ,  of  the  county 

of  — ,  and  State  of ,  do  hereby  guarantee  that is  able  to  fulfil 

the  contract,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  his  proposition,  and  that,  should 
his  proposition  he  accepted,  he  will  at  once  enter  into  contract  in  accordance 
therewith. 

Should  the  conti'act  be  awarded  him  we  are  prepared  to  become  his  securities. 

(To  this  guarantee  must  be  appended  the  official  certificate  above  mentioned.) 

The  Surgeon  General  reserves  to  himself  tho  right  to  reject  any  or  all  bids 
that  he  may  deem  too  high  or  unsuitable.  , 

HENRY  JOHNSON,  M.  S.  K,  TJ.  S.  A., 

Acting  Medical  Furvcyo-r. 


Testimony  of  Mr.  Manchester  Eldridge. 

WaBHINGTGN,  Fehruary  10,  1864. 
Mr.  JVlANCHESTiiR  Eldkidgb  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Gooi,h 
Question.  What  is  >  rui  pr(  ti  nt  bu  mt,ii  ind  how  1  in„  h jvi  you  been  en- 
gaged in  it,  and  wheie? 

Answer.  I  hive  bf  en  in  Alexaudna  about  ten  year^  I  have  been  engaged 
ia  what  is  generally  termed  the  commission  and  shippmg  business  ;  but  owing 
to  the  war  I  ^a^  compelled  to  change  ray  busmess  somewhat  and  two  years 
ago  I  went  into  tlie  ice  hu^mess  aud  hive  f  llowed  it  nntil  the  present  time. 
I  was  in  it  sciion  before  last  anc*  h^t  season  nd  ■aa  nj^  rngaged  in  it,  in 
a  with  my  othu.  buiinris  .,  . 
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Question.  Have  you  fumisLcd   aiiy  iee  to  the  government  or  govt 
hoapitala  during  this  period  ?     If  so,  hnw  much  have  you  furniahed,  and  for 
what  periods? 

Answer.  Season  before  iast  I  furnished  ieo  to  all  the  hospitals  in  Alexandria. 
I  also  furnished  a  great  deal  to  the  army;  at  one  time  I  sent  out  some  thirty 
odd  tons,  at  the  time  of  the  defeat  of  General  Pope. 

Question.  Can  you  give  the  committee  the  accounts  from  your  books? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  can  do  so ;  but  I  came  away  in  a  great  hmry  this 
imoi-niDg  and  did  not  have  time  to  prepare  myself. 

Qnestion.  Will  you  prepare  for  the  committee  a  statemeut  of  all  the  ice  de- 
livered by  you  to  the  government  or  to  government  hospitals,  and  the  months 
in  which  it  was  delivered  1 

Answer.  I  think  I  can  give  such  a  statement  very  nearly,  and  will  do  so. 

Question.  Who  supplied  the  ice  last  year  to  the  government  hospitals  and 
for  government  purpose  in  Alexandria  t 

Answer.  I  supplied  them,  I  think,  up  to  about  the  SOth  of  June;  it  might 
have  been  to  nearly  the  6rst  of  July.  I  do  not  now  remember  the  exact  date 
at  which  I  ceased  to  supply  the  government.  After  that  it  wais  supplied  by 
the  contractor. 

Question.  By  what  oonti-actor  1 

Answer.  I  cannot  answer  that  positively.     I  had  si^p^l   d  th    1     j  t  1    tl 
year  before,  and  the  surgeons  seemed  all  to  be  very      11     at   h  i       th  tl 
manner  in  which  I  had  done  it.     Several  times  I  had  b    u     all  d  op  n  at  10 
or  11  o'clock  at  night  for  ice  when  thei-e  had  been  wo  nd  d  h    a  1 1  d  I 

had  gone  to  the  ice-house  and  delivered  to  them  what  ce  th  y  w  nt  I  Th  y 
took  no  more  iee  from  day  to  day  than  they  wanted ;  when  it  wonld  he  weighed 
out  to  them  on  the  pavement,  where  they  could  see  it  weighed  if  they  wished. 
Last  year  I  made  application  to  supply  iee  again  to  the  hospitals.  They 
said  that  so  far  as  they  were  concerned  they  had  been  perfectly  satisfied  with 
me,  and  hoped  I  would  get  the  order  to  do  it  again.  But  they  said  there  had 
been  an  intimation  that  there  would  be  a  conti-act,  and  told  me  tJiat  if  I  desired 
to  supply  them,  I  better  see  the  Surgeon  General  or  the  medical  purveyor  about 
it.  I  came  to  Washington  and  went  to  the  Surgeon  General's  office,  but  I  must 
say  I  did  not  have  much  opportnnity  to  speak  with  him.  He  merely  said  there 
was  going  to  be  a  contract.  I  also  made  an  application  to  the  medical  purveyor, 
and  he  told  me  the  same  thing — that  there  was  to  be  a  contract,  and  that  the 
contractor  would  supply  Alexandria  ;  that  is,  that  they  had  given  out  a  con- 
tract for  Washington  to  supply  all  the  ice  necessary  for  the  army  and  the  hos- 
pitals ai-ound  Washington,  and  Alexandria  would  be  included  and  supplied  by 
the  same  contractor.  I  therefore  gave  the  matter  up,  and  did  not  pretend  to 
try  any  further. 

Question.  At  what  price  per  100  pounds  did  you  sell  ice  to  the  government 
year  before  last  ? 

Answer,  I  think  I  supplied  the  hospitals  for  75  cents  a  100  pounds  for  the 
whole  season. 

Question.  And  at  what  price  did  you  supply  the  government  with  ice  last 
year,  so  far  as  you  supplied  any  1 

Answer.  At  the  same  price  I  tliink.  1  am  under  the  impression  that  I  did 
not  raise  on  them  at  all,  np  to  the  time  they  quit  getting  ice  of  me. 

Question.  At  what  price  woidd  you  have  continued  to  supply  ice  to  the  go- 
vei-nment  last  year  1 

Answer.  The  probability  is  that  I  would  have  taken  a  contract  to  supply 
'the  hospitals  during  the  season  at  $1  per  100  pounds. 

Que3ti6n.  Delivered  where  ? 

Answer.  Delivered  at  the  hospitals  as  they  wanted  it.  We  got  more  tlian 
that  for  our  ice  during  the  season. 
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Question.  Do  you  know  in  what  maniier  ice  was  tnkcn  from  "Wasliington  to 
Aloxaadria  to  be  supplietl  tLere  ? 

Answer.  The  aurgeons  told  me  that  they  i-eceived  it  at  very  great  incou- 
venienee  aometimes.  At  times  it  was  brought  down  on  a  tng-hoat  and  put  out 
on  the  wharf.     Afterivards,  I  think  it  was  delivered  from  their  own  wagons. 

Question.  Would  there  neeessai'ily  be  a  great  amount  of  wastage  in  taking  ice 
from  Washington  to  Alexandria? 

Answer,  I  should  suppose  there  would  be.  I  have  on  several  occasions  been 
compelled  to  call  oa  Washington  for  ice  in  order  to  keep  going.  I  would  some- 
times have  a  cargo  out  over  time.  In  one  instance  I  came  to  Washington  and 
got  ice,  and  took  it  down  to  Alexandria  at  very  great  inconvenience  and  extra 
expense,  in  order  that  the  hospitals  should  not  be  short  of  ice,  and  1  have  gtai- 
erally  found  that  not  much  less  than  fifty  per  cent,  ran  away  between  Wash- 
ington and  Alexandria  in  transpoi-ting  it.  Probably  a  small  amount  put  on 
board  a  tug-boat  and  nni  right  down  would  not  waste  so  mucli.  And  I  gen- 
erally calculate  on  about  twenty-five  per  cent,  loss  in  distributing  from  the  ice- 
house around  to  the  inhabitants.  But  what  we  got  from  Washington  from  time 
to  time  generally  turned  out  with  not  much  less  than  fifty  per  cent.  loaa. 

Question.  When  yon  supplied  the  hospitals  did  yoa  deliver  the  ice  at  youv 
ice-house,  or  at  the  hospitals  ? 

Answer.  It  is  weighed  oat  at  each  hospital,  and  it  is  charged  with  what  it 
weighs  there. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  manner  m  which  ice  was  sup- 
plied to  the  government  by  the  contract  last  year  1 

Answer.  I  heard  something  about  it  from  otlier  parties.  I  bought  a  cargo  of 
ice  loaded  at  Gardiner,  Maine,  and  when  it  arrived  here  I  went  on  board  the 
vessel,  the  schooner  Marshall  Perrin,  Captain  Gibbs.  I  said  to  the  captain : 
"Did  you  see  tUie  ice  weighed  in?"  Sajd  he,  "I  did."  I  asked:  "Do  you 
think  I  got  good  weight?"  He  replied,  "I  thiak  you  did,  very  good  weight, 
indeed-."  I  said  :  "  It  is  important,  when  I  am  paying  so  high  a  price  for  ice, 
and  such  high  freight,  that  I  should  get  all  I  pay  for,"  He  said  :  "  I  think  you 
have.  The  man  who  loaded  this  ice  seems  to  be  a  very  fair  man.  But  if  you 
bad  to  pay  aa  much  freight  ou  your  ice  as  government  is  paying  other  parties, 
you  might  have  cause  to  complain."  I  asked  him  why  ho  said  that.  He  said: 
"The  vessels  that  were  trading  there  for  the  government  told  me  they  carried 
more  ice  than  they  ever  had  carried  or  possibly  coiild  carry  coal."  Now,  gen- 
erally, BO  fai'  as  my  knowledge  goes,  a  vessel  cannot  carry  much  more  than  two- 
thirds  as  many  tons  of  ice  as  they  can  carry  tons  of  coal.  The  ice  would  fill 
the  vessel  long  before  she  had  loaded  her  full  number  of  tons.  Ice  does  not 
load  a  vessel  heavy  at  all. 

Question.  In  your  opinion,  in  what  way  can  the  government  supply  itself 
with  ice  most  economically  for  hospital  use  1 

Answer.  1  think  there  is  no  better  way  than  for  the  government  to  make  a 
contract  with  somebody  on  the  spot  already  in  the  ice  business,  or  take  it  at  the 
ruling  prices  during  the  season  froui  the  dealers  in  the  vicinity. 

Question.  During  the  time  you  were  supplying  ice  to  the  government  did  you 
furnish  all  that  was  wanted — all  that  was  required  at  the  hospitals  i 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  TJiere  was  once  or  twice  that  I  ran  out  of  ice  on  account 
of  the  vessels  having  extremely  long  passages ;  but,  notwithstanding  that,  I 
went  to  great  expense  and  gi-eat  trouble  to  get  it  elsewhere,  in  order  that  the 
hoapitak  should  not  fall  short.  And  I  bad  letters  from  the  head  surgeons  of  tlie 
three  departments  in  Alexandria  last  year  giving  me  very  high  recommendations ; 
and  I  also  had  one  this  year. 

Question.  Will  you  explain  why  an  ice  dealer  in  the  vicinity  can  supply  the 
government  with  ice  cheaper  than  it  can  be  supplied  in  any  other  way? 

Auswer.  Frem  the  fact  that  he  is  already  in  the  business,  has  madejill  bis  . 
preparations  for  supplying  ice  to  the  citizens,  and  it  comes  i-ightiiafiDhp«ni>&©$IC 
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■ffith  Ilia  I'egiilai'  business  ti>  supply  Iho  iiospitals.  I  supplied  the  govenraieat 
■with  ice  year  before  last  at  less  prices  than  I  supplied  the  inhahitanta;  and  so  I 
did  last  year,  ao  far  as  I  did  supply  the  hospitals.  It  does  not  make  much  dif- 
fei-enee  to  me  whether  I  get  two  or  three  cai-goes  more  or  less,  I  can  get  it  a 
little  cheaper,  perhaps,  by  takiag  two  or  three  cargoes  more.  But  the  outfit  aud 
every  arrangement  for  supplying  ice  are  already  prepared  by  ice  dealers  in  tlie 
businees,  and  all  the  expense  attending  the  ice  business  is  parliaJly  paid  by 
distributing  ice  to  the  inhRhitantn. 


Wasiknuton,  Febmary  12,  1SG4. 

Hr.  MAi\i"i!(iS'i'BK  iJLur.TDOt:  recalled  iind  examined. 
15yMr.  Gooch: 

Qneation.  Have  you  brought  with  you  tlwi  acconnla  which  the  eoiiimittee 
asked  of  you  when  you  were  here  before  1 

Answer.  1  liave  brought  the  account  of  the  ice  furnished  the  hospitals  in  1862 
aa  near  aa  I  can  get  it.  I  find  that  one  or  two  memorandum  books  have  been 
loBt;  the  aecounts  were  kept  in  little  memorandum  books.  I  presume  the 
account  will  not  he  far  either  way  from  the  amount  furnished  for  that  year.  I 
have  also  made  it  up  for  the  year  1863  to  the  time  we  quit  furnishing  ice,  in 
June.  For  1862  the  amount  ol  ice  furnislied  the  hospitals  in  Alexandria  was 
about  320,000  pounds,  which,  at  three-quarters  of  a  cent  per  pound,  would 
amount  to  $2,400.  For  the  year  1863,  until  July  20,  it  was  about  60,000 
pounds,  amounting  to  $450,  I  have  calculated  it  at  three-quarters  of  a  cent  per 
pound,  though  for  aomo  of  it  we  charged  a  cent  a  pound. 

Queation.  When  did  you  commence  to  furnish  ice  to  the  hospitals  in  Alex- 
andria 1 

Answer.  In  June,  1862,  and  furnished  it  all  that  season,  and  up  to  July  90, 1863. 

Question.  Jiuring  that  period  did  you  furnish  to  tlio  hospitjils  all  the  ice  that 
they  required  ? 

Answer.  I  did.  Here  are  some  certificates  from  the  surgeons  there — all  ex- 
cept one,  who  has  left — in  relation  to  the  manner  in  which  I  supplied  the  hos' 
pitals  with  ice  : 

HbADIiL  VKTERS  2d  DiVISlON,  XJ.  S.  GkNBRAL  HOSPITAL, 

"  Alexandria,  Virginia,  January  9,  18C4. 
"  Sib  ;  it  ifiords  me  pleasure  to  state  that  Mesars.  Eldridge  &  Co.  aupplied 
tliis  hospitil  with  ice  dming  the  season  of  1868  and  a  portion  of  1863  in  a  man- 
ner entirely  ^atiifactoiy ,  indeed,  much  more  so  than  by  the  system  adopted 
aftei' wards 

"  Veiy  leBpcctfuliy, 

■'T.  KUSH  SPENCER, 
" /'■'urgeoii  Untied  States  Volunteers,  in  CJiarge. 

■'  HE^RV  JOHNSO.V, 

"  M.  8.  K.,  A'!-hig  Medical  Pumeym;  Washington,  D.  C." 

"  IST  Division  Gb.neral  Hospital, 
"Alexandria,  Virginia,  February  12,  1864. 
"  Thia  is  to  certify  that  Sir.  JJI.  Eldridge  supplied  this  Iiospital  last  summer 
with  ice  until  about  the  .20th  of  July,  and  t^iat  his  supply  was  regular,  of  good 
quality,  aud  every  way  satisfactory. 

"OHAELES  PAGE, 
"  S-nrgcon   United  States  Vohcateers,  in  CkaTge." 
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"3u  Division  UNiTiiD  States  General  Hospital, 

"  Alexandria,  Virginia,  February  12,  1864. 
"I  chceifnlly  represent  tliat  Mr.  M.  EUridge'a  aapply  o£  ice  and  dealiuga 
with  tlie  hospital  have  always  been  honorable  and  satisfactoiy. 

"EDWIN  BENTLET, 
"Swgeon  United  Stales  Vohmteers,  in  Charge." 
The  witness.   During  1802  the  hospitala  were  constantly  full  of  aiek  and 
wounded.     There  never  has  been,  since  I  have  been  there,  such  a  number  of 
wounded  and  sick  men  in  the  hoBpitale  as  there  was  in  1862. 

TeUimony  of  Dr.  IL  0.  AihoU. 

WASiJiXfiTox,  Fthnmnj  11,  3SG4-, 

Dr.  R.  0.  AiiuoTT  Bwoni  nnd  examined. 
By  Mr.  Gooeh : 

Question.  What  is  yonr  present  rank  and  position  in  the  army^ 

Answer.  I  am  a  surgeon  in  the  army  of  tlie  United  States,  and  medical  di- 
rector for  the  department  of  Washington,  at  present. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  in  relation  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
government  haii  been  supplied  with  ice  for  hospitsil  purposes,  &c.,  since  this    - 
war  began? 

Answer.  Only  so  far  as  this  department  k  concerned. 

Question.  Over  what  period  of  time  does  your  knowledge  extend  in  regard 
to  this  department? 

Answer.  Prom  about  June,  18C3,  until  the  prescTit  time. 

Question.  Only  that  portion  of  time  covered  by  the  contract.^  iiiade  iaal  year! 

Answer.  That  is  all. 

Question.  Will  you  state  to  the  committee  all  the  knowledge  you  have  in 
relation  to  that  matter? 

Answer.  A  contract  was  made  with  Mr.  Tiffany,  of  Maine,  at  $10  50  per 
ton,  less  10  per  cent.,  to  be  delivered  here — making  about  $9  45  per  ton.  He 
was  to  have  Si3  a  ton  for  freight.  The  ice  was  to  bo  loaded  in  Maine,  and  the 
bill  of  lading  sworn  to  was  to  be  the  voucher  npou  which  it  was  to  be  receipted 
for  here.  I  think  the  cargoes  I  received,  in  all,  amounted  to  nearly  4,000  tons, 
which  arrived  here  in  eight  or  ten  different  schooners;  and,  npou  ascertaining 
that  they  had  an-ived,  and  that  the  ice  had  been  dischai-g;ed  into  the  govern- 
ment iee-houso,  I  always  receipted  the  bill  npou  this  sworn  invoice  and  affidavit. 
Mr.  Tiffany  contracted  to  build  an  ice-house  and  to  put  the  ice  in  it,  and  then 
deliver  it  from  there  to  the  hospitals  at  50  cents  a  ton  upon  reijuiaitions  ap- 
proved by  me.  That  arrangement  went  on  until  abont  September,  when  I 
found  that  he  could  not  well  deliver  the  ice  to  the  hospitals,  and  that  part  of 
the  agi'eement  was  broken  by  common  consent,  and  the  surgeons  sent  to  the  ice- 
house for  their  ice.  They  made  requisitions  for  the  amonnt  of  ice  needed  for 
each  month,  which  I  approved.  Those  requisitions  were  then  taken  to  the  ice- 
house and  deposited  witli  Mr.  Hull,  Mr.  Tiffany's  agent,  and  with  a  hospital 
steward  that  1  had  down  there;  and  tlie  ice  was  given  out  on  those  requisitions 
i'rom  time  to  time  until  they  wei-e  filled.  Out  of  4,000  tons  delivered  in  that 
way,  I  suppose  I  did  not  get  over  1,B00  tons,  owing  to  the  want  of  knowledge 
in  the  parties  who  managed  the  ice.  There  still  remains  in  the  government 
ice-house  about  400  tons.  But  I  knew,  nothing  of  the  contract  until  I  was 
■called  upon  to  receive  the  first  cargo. 

Question.  Why  could  not  Mr.'l'iffiiny  caiiy  ont  his  contract  and  deliver  the 
ice  to  the  hospitals? 

Answei'.  There  was  nothing  said  abont  his  delivering  it  at  certain  houi-s, 
and  the  hospitals  were  so  far  apart  that,  dnring  the  long  summes-Aays -cspp-. 
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cially,  it  was  very  late  before  lie  made  liia  rounds;  iind  il;  was  found  i;  bi;  more 
aonvenient  to  send  our  own  wagous  for  the  ice. 

Question.  Yon  only  received  the  bill  of  lading? 

Answer.  I  received  the  bill  of  lading  and  ascertained  that  the  ice  had  ar- 
i-ived  and  been  put  into  the  government  ice-house.  The  bill  of  lading  was 
sworn  to. 

Question.  You  had  no  knowledge  of  the  amount  that  the  vessels  actually  dis- 
charged here? 

Answer,  No,  sir,  escept  in  one  instance.  Mr.  Middletoii,  of  this  city,  was 
very  anxious  to  exchange  a  cargo  of  ice ;  he  was  expecting  some  which  had  not 
arrived,  and  the  government  ice-liousea  werefuU.  I  agreed  to  let  him  have  a 
cargo,  weight  for  weight ;  and  I  know  that  in  weighing  that  one  cargo  it  fe!l 
short  considerably  over  JO  per  cent. 

Question.  How  much  over? 

Answer.  The  cargo,  I  think,  wa«  350  tons,  and  I  do  no!  think  T  got  over  300 

QuestioD,  Do  you  remember  what  you  did  get? 
Answei',  I  got  about  300  toiisi,  I  think. 

ByMr.Odelh 

Question.  How  many  tons  of  that  cai^o  did  you  pay  for  ? 

Answer,  I  must  have  receipted  for  the  full  amount,  350  tons,  less  ten  pei' 
cent.     I  took  the  bill  of  lading  as  it  was  sworn  to,  without  inquiry. 
By  Mr.  Gooch : 

Question.  Who  has  those  hills  of  lading? 

Answer.  I  retained  copies  of  them  in  my  olBce ;  tiie  originals  were  given  to 
Mr.  Tiffany  to  be  enclosed  with  bis  vouchers. 

Question.  Can  you  furnish  this  committee  with  copies  of  tlujse  hiUe  of  lading, 
and  will  you  do  so  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  person  who  has  any  knowledgu  of  the  actual 
amount  of  ice  that  was  received  under  this  contract  7 

Answer.  It  is  known  at  the  Suj^on  General's  office. 

Question.  I  mean  any  one  who  has  personal  knowledge  of  the  amount  of  ice 
Mr.  Tiffany  really  deJivered  here;  not  the  amount  he  contracted  to  deliver,  or 
the  amount  the  bills  of  lading  called  for,  but  tlio  actual  amount  delivered  here. 

Answer.  Nobody  but  myself. 

Question.  The  ice  was  not  weighed  hei'e  when  received? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  except  in  the  one  instance  I  have  mentioned.    'J'he  waste 
was  BO  very  great  in  the  ice-house  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  at  anything  like 
a  correct  estimate.     It  was  weighed  only  wlien  given  out  to  the  liospitals. 
ByMr.  Odell: 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  any  agent  at  the  point  of  ship- 
ment to  ascertain  the  quantity  put  on  board  the  vessels? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  knew  nothing  about  it  until  it  arrived  here.  In 
fact,  I  did  not  know  I  was  to  receipt  for  the  ice  until  the  first  cargo  arrived.  I 
was  not  previously  notified. 

Question.  You  took  no  measures  yourself,  either  at  the  point  of  embarcation 
or  the  point  of  delivery,  to  ascertain  if  the  quantities  agreed  witli  the  quantities 
called  for  by  the  bills  of  lading? 

Answei'.  I  did  not,  as  the  contract  stated  the  voucher  wnt*  to  he  svvoiti  to,  iind 
I  was  to  receipt  accordingly. 

Question.  "VVliere  were  those  bills  of  lading  sw<irn  to  1 

Answer.  In  Maine,  the  plate  of  shipment. 
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Question.  By  whom  1 

Answer.  By  Mr.  Tiffany  himaelf. 

Question.  Did  tlie  captaia  of  the  vessel  swear  to  tlieui? 

Answer.  I  am  not  so  certain  about  thstt. 

By  Mr.  Gooch : 
Question.  Did  vou  liavo  in  your  possession  a  copy  of  tlie  contract  witli 
Tiffany  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not.     I  read  the  copy  of  the  contract  in  the  Surgeon  General's 

Question.  Here  is  an  extract  from  the  contract: 

"All  the  ice  delivered  under  this  contra,ct  to  be  aubject  to  the  inspection  and 
approval  of  the  medical  officer  in  ehai^  of  the  post  where  it  is  deliverec!,  and 
such  as  does  not  conform  to  the  specifications  set  forth  in  this  contract  shall  be 
rejected." 

Was  it  not  your  duty  under  that  article  to  see  that  this  ice  was  inspected? 

Answer.  I  sent  officers  down  from  my  office  several  times  to  inspect  it,  and 
the  surgeons  universally  reported  to  me  that  the  quality  of  the  ice  was  very 
good  indeed.  They  said  that  it  was  very  fine  clear  ice,  aiid  I  had  no  reason  to 
believe  that  it  was  not. 

By  Mr.  Julian : 

Question.  That  relates  to  the  c[uality  onlyl 

Auswer.  Tes,  sir;  the  quality  was  to  he  detenuiucd  by  the  sworn  vouchers. 
By  Mr.  Gooch ; 

Question.  "What,  in  your  judgment,  ia  the  best  manuer  for  the  government  to 
supply  itself  with  icel 

Answer.  To  make  contracts  for  ice  to  be  delivered  at  the  hospitals  where 
needed,  not  at  the  government  ice-houae. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  at  each  hospital? 

Answer.  Contract  that  each  hospital  shall  make  requisition  for  the  amount  of 
ice  they  want;  the  requisition  for  each  month  to  be  left  with  the  contractor;  the 
ice  to  be  called  for  d^y  by  day.  delivered  and  weighed  at  eacli  hospital  until 
the  requisition  is  filled. 
By  Mr.  Julian : 

Question.  Get  the  ice  from  the  dealers  in  tlie  city  here? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
EyMr.  Odelh 

Question.  Do  you  arrive  at  the  conciusion  that  that  is  the  best  way  from  any 
esperience  that  you  liave  hadi 

Auswer.  From  the  experience  of  the  past  season,  for  the  work  is  too  great  in 
putting  it  in  the  hands  of  parties  who  are  not  acquainted  with  ice. 
By  Mr.  Gooch; 

Question.  Why  was  the  change  made  last  year  from  the  previoas  practice! 

Anawer.  I  understood  that  contracts  bad  been  given  out  for  many  points 
where  there  were  no  dealers,  and  where  the  government  took  the  ice  by  the 
cargo  and  furnished  the  ice-housea,  and  it  was  made  a  sort  of  general  rule.  But 
I  am  convinced  that  in  places  where  there  are  dealers  it  is  better  to  buy  of  the 
dealei'3. 

Question.  Was  there  any  necessity  for  blending  this  city,  and  Baltimore  and 
Sew  York,  &c.,  with  those  remote  places  where  there  are  no  dealers  in  ice? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say.  I  think  the  Suigeon  General  will  not  contract  again 
except  in  the  way  I  recommended. 

Question.  Haa  tbeio  been  any  faiJure  on  the  part  of  dealers  here  to  supply 
any  quantity  and  quality  required  for  the  use  of  the  hospitals? 
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Answer.  None  that  I  am  awfti-e  of.  I  recollect  that  wliuu  I  first  came  to  this 
city  as  medical  director  I  found  that  the  Lori[)itala  were  ia  the  habit  of  buying 
ice  where  they  could  get  it  cheapest,  and  paying  for  it  out  of  the  hospital  fund. 
But  provisions  rose  in  price  so  rapidly,  and  became  so  expensive,  that  they  had 


to  do  away,  as  far  as  possible,  with  purchasing  i 
nothing  to  do  wiih  that  at  all.  They  bought  i 
else  that  was  needed. 

Question.  How  did  the  number  of  patients  i 
witli  the  number  in  1863? 

Answer,  In  the  fall  of  1862,  and  early  i 
here  than  there  Lave  been  at  any  other  time 
sick  and  wounded  in  this  city,  I  could  gi 
patients  from  the  time  J  took  hold  of  tlie  offie 

Question.  The  greatest  number  of  patic 
hospitals  here  in  any  year  was  prior  to  1863, 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  X  think  so;  there  were 
here  after  the  second  Bult  Run  battle. 

Question.  Do  you  kuow  when  the  delive  ; 
Tifi'any  conimeaced? 

Answer.  1  think  it  commenced  in  April,  18 

Question.  When  did  the  government  requ 
this  department;  prior  to  April,  1863,  or  sin 

Answer,  yiuce  that  time,  1  think.  During 
not  use  much  ice.  Last  summer  was  an  e 
used  a  great  deal  of  tee. 

Question.  Was  not  the  number  of  patien 
greater  tliau  at  any  other  period? 

Answer.  I  cannot  speak  as  to  that,  for  Iw 
but  the  number  of  patients  would  not  be  a 
amonnt  of  ice  required,  except  you  take  it  ii 
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consumed,  while  dur 
have  found  that  in  the  summer  muiithi 
pounds  of  ice  from  the  ice-house  in  orde 
By  Mr.  Odell : 

Question.  Aud  before  this  contract  system  all  that  loss 
goverumenC? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  that 
By  Mr.  Gooeb : 

Question.  Would  nut  any  man  of  ordinary  intelligence  know  that  ice  delivered 
at  the  hospitals  day  by  day,  as  i-equred,  at  75  cents  per  100  pounds,  would  be 
veiy  much  cheaper  for  the  goverument  than  to  purchase  it  by  the  cargo  at 
410  flO  a  ton  invoice  weight  at  pl.ice  of  shipme 
discount  for  wastage  iu  [lansporting  it  here? 

Answer.  It  would  seem  that  any  one  who  had 
and  knew  anything  about  ice  would  sue  thai;. 

Question.  Were  tliere  any  complaints  from  the  hospitals  while  Tiffany  was 
delivering  ice  under  his  contract? 

Answer.  There  were  complaints,  particularly  from  the  hospitals  in  Alexandria, 
who  complained  that  they  never  got  half  the  ice  thoy  ought  to  have  got. 
It  was  put  oil  a  boat  and  carritd  do«n  iheie,  and  exposed  a  great  deal.     By 


srted  against  thecontract  system 


1  Maine,  with  10  per  cent. 
)ugbt  upon  the  subject 


side. 


By  Mr.  Odell: 

Question.  Were  the  hospitals,  gcnernlly,  satisfied  with  Mr. 
of  supplying  ice,  as  to  time,  quantity,  &c.? 
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■e  not;  the  moat  of  them,  I  think,  preferred  to  send  for  the 


Bfe  transmitted  to 


The  bills  of  lading  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  testimony  ' 
the  committee,  with  the  following  indorsement; 

Medical  Director's  Office, 

February  12,  1864. 
Respectfully  foi-warded,  as  requested. 

These  hills  of  lading  comprise  all  received  from  Mr.  J.  0.  Tiffany,  except 
the  bill  of  lading  of  the  schooner  Richmond,  whereof  N.  T,  Dill  was  master, 
which  has  been  mislaid.  The  Richmond  was  freighted  with  140  tons  of  ice, 
one  of  the  firet  cargoes  received. 

R.  0.  ABBOTT,  Surge(»i  U.  S.  A., 
Medical  Director,  Department  of  Washington, 

Sis  days'  time  was  allowed  for  discharging  cargo,  and  after  that  12^  cents 
per  i'egiBtere<l  ton  allowed  for  demmTage. 
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ice  for   Washington,  D 

C,  furnished  under  contract 

with  J.  C.  Tifany 
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Hame  of  vesaoL 
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Testimony  of  Mr.  Henry  Johnson. 

Washing  TOM,  February  11,  1864. 


Mr,  Henry  Johnson  sworn 

By  Mr.  Gooch : 
Question.  Will  you  state  if  you  are  nov 
and  how  long  you  have  beea  so  employed,  ; 
Part  V 3 


:he  employ  of  the  government, 
Q  what  capacity  ? 
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Answer.  I  have  been  employed  in  the  capacity  of  medical  storekeeper  since 
ahont  the  Ist  of  November,  1862,  I  was  assigned  to  duty  aa  acting  medical  pur- 
veyor of  Waehington  about  the  10th  of  November,  1862,  and  have  beeu  so 
employed  since  that  time. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  manner  in  whicb  the  government 
has  been  supplied  with  ice  since  yon  have  held  your  present  position  1        • 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Proposals  were  advertised  for,  bide  received,  and  contracts 
drawn  up  under  the  bids  according  to  tlie  proposals. 

Question.  Will  you  state  fully  to  the  committee  all  the  knowledge  you  have 
in  rektion  to  that  matter  t 

Answer.  Advertisements  were  given  ont,  and  the  proposals  were  received  and 
opened  by  myself,  and  contracts  were  awarded,  according  to  onr  decisions,  to 
the  lowest  bidders.  It  then  rested  for  the  final  decision  of  the  Surgeon  Genei'al, 
who  had  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  onr  awards.  In  this  city,  for  tlie  last 
year  the  proposals  were  forwarded  to  the  Sni'geon  General's  office  for  his  de- 
cisi  n  and  he  awaided  the  contract  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Tiffany,  instead  of  to  the  one 
I  had  decided  to  be  the  lowest  b  dder,  as  he  said,  becanse  he  thought  Mr.  Tif- 
fany s  bid  the  cheapest  I  afterwards  went  to  Dr.  Smith,  who  was  the  repre- 
sentative fthe  Sirgem&eneral  and  stated  that  I  thought  my  award  for  Wash- 
ington c  ty  was  lower  than  the  one  he  had  made  in  reference  to  Mr.  Tiffany, 
and  I  sttted  my  reason'  Mi  Grodey,  to  whom  I  awarded  it,  had  agreed  to 
w  e  gh  the  ice  at  the  ice  house  for  the  hospitals  at  S13  a  ton.  I  told  Dr.  Smith 
thit  I  thought  tl  e  wastage  on  the  ice  would  he  probably  so  great  that  the  pro-, 
position  ot  Mr  Godey  was  the  cheaper  one,  and  I  endeavored  to  show  him 
why  I  thought  so  Thit  m  ship]  ing  ice  there  was  considerable  loss,  25  or  30 
per  cent.;  and  that  the  government  would  have  to  pay  for  the  ice-house ;  while 
Mr.  Godey  had  an  ice-honse  of  his  own,  and  submitted  to  all  this  loss  himself, 
delivering  and  being  paid  for  just  the  amount  of  ice  required.  He  replied  that 
he  had  good  calculators  in  bis  office,  and  seemed  to  think  that  Mr.  Tiffany's 
proposal  was  the  cheapest. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  amonnt  of  Mr.  Tiffany's  bid? 

Answer.  His  bid  was,  I  think,  $10  50  per  ton  shipped,  with  10  per  cent,  off 
for  wastage. 

Question,  Do  yoa  know  what  Mr.  Tiffany  was  to  have  for  building  an  ice- 
honse  1 

Answer,  He  was  to  have  a  dollar  and  a  half  per  ton  in  Washington. 

Question.  So  that  he  was  to  receive. about  #9  45  a  ton;  then  the  price  of  the 
ice-house  added  would  make  it  $10  95  per  ton. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  bnt  that  would  depend  upon  how  much  ice  was  required 
for  the  season. 

Question.  Could  there,  in  your  judgment,  be  an  honest  difference  of  opinion 
as  to  which  of  those  two  bids  was  the  more  advantageous  to  the  government  at 
that  time? 

Answer.  It  was  a  matter  I  knew  nothing  abont.  I  merely  took  the  word  of 
Mr,  Godey,  and  of  disinterested  parties  who  wrote  to  me  at  the  time,  stating 
that  the  loss  of  ice  in  shipping  and  transporting  would  be  25  or  30  per  cent.  I 
mentioned  that  to  Dr.  Smith,  and  he  said  that  he  could  not  consider  those  things  ; 
that  the  parties  were  probably  interested. 

Question.  Did  you  have  more  than  one  conversation  with  Dr.  Smith,  or  the 
Surgeon  General,  about  that  matter  1 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  I  went  to  see  him  more  than  once.  As  they  had 
made  the  decision  I  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  go  there  again  about  it. 

Question.  Had  they  decided  the  matter  peremptorily  when  you  saw  them, 
rgecting  the  bid  of  Mr.  Godey  ? 

Answer.  They  had  decided,  stating  that  they  had  made  a  calculation  in 
their  oilice,  and  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  Tiffany's  bid  was  lowest. 
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Question.  Is  this  the  advertisement  isBued  by  yon,  and  under  wliicli  propo- 
aale  were  received  1     (Showing  witness  the  advertisement  at  close  of  testimony 
of  Mr.  Robert  A.  Payne.) 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  terms  were  changed  in  making  the  con- 
tract with  Mr.  Tiffany? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  they  were. 

Question.  In  the  fourth  item  of  the  contract  with  Mr.  Tiffany  I  find  this : 

"  AH  the  iee  delivered  under  this  contract  to  be  received  and  paid  for  as  per 
bill  of  lading,  fifteen  per  cent,  being  deducted  from  the  face  of  bill  of  lading 
for  wastage  on  iee  delivered  at  Peneacola,  Floiida,  and  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 
and  ten  per  cent,  deducted  on  ice  delivered  at  Washington,  D.  C-" 

la  that  in  accordance  with  your  advertised  proposals  t  If  so,  point  out 
where,  in  the  advertisement,  that  is  stiggeated  or  provided  for? 

Answer.  The  propositions  were  not  all  in  conformity  to  the  advertisement; 
but  then  they  were  taken  ia  reference  to  the  lowest  bidders. 

Question,  Have  you  the  various  propositions  that  were  ai  ' 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Who  has  them  1 

Answer.  They  were  witlidrawu  from  my  ofSce  by  order  of  the  Surgeon  Gen- 
eral, and  forwarded  to  the  War  Depfutmenl.  I  made  a  ret^uest  that  thoy  may 
be  returned  to  me  in  order  to  he  filed. 

Question.  This  provision  in  the  contract  was  not  specially  provided  for  in  your 
advertisement? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qnestion.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  any  such  suggestion  as  that,  or  any 
provision  for  that  article,  in  Mr,  Tiiiiany's  proposal  ? 

Answer.  I  leally  forget  all  about  the  forms  of  hia  proposals. 

Question.  By  whom  was  that  contract  drawn? 

Answer.  It  was  drawn  by  my  clerk,  in  my  office. 

Question.  Between  whom  were  the  terms  of  the  contract  agreed  upon? 

Answer.  The  contract  was  based  upon  the  proposals  of  Mr.  Tiffany,  after 
they  had  been  accepted  at  the  Surgeon  General's  office.  We  were  ordered  to 
make  the  contract  with  Mr.  Tiffany. 

Question.  Is  this  contract  drawn  precisely  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
his  proposals  1 

Answer.  I  think  ao. 

Question.  Are  you  positive  on  that  point? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  as  near  as  we  could  possibly  get  it. 

Qaestion.  Had  you  any  knowledge  in  relation  to  the  ice  business  ? 

Answer.  Ho,  sir;  I  have  had  no  expeiience  in  it. 

Question.  Then  how  did  you  know  what  would  be  a  proper  percentage  for 
waste  1 

Answer.  I  knew  nothing  about  it.     I  had  to  go  according  to  the  proposals. 

Question.  How  could  yon  tell  which  proposition  was  best  if  you  knew  nothing 
of  the  rate  of  wastage  of  ice  in  being  transported  and  delivered  ?. 

Answer.  The  matter  was  left  to  me  to  decide  in  drawing  up  the  proposals, 
and  I  had  to  do  the  besD  I  could.  I'had  no  judgment  in  the  matter  of  the  con- 
tracts. As  I  said  before,  that  was  left  entirely  to  the  decision  of  the  Surgeon 
Gt-neral ;  and  his  decision  was  final.  I  recommended  Mr,  Godey's  bid,  because 
he  took  upon  himself  the  whole  matter  of  loss  and  wastage  in  shipping  and  put- 
ting the  ice  into  the  ice-house. 

Qnestion.  Then  are  we  to  understand  that  you  made  this  contract  with  Mr. 
Tiffany  in  compliance  with  the  order  of  the  Surgeon  General? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  Ton  did  not  make  it  because,  ia  your  opinion,  it  was  the  test  for 
the  governmont  t 

Answer.  No,  air. 

Question.  You  did  not  make  it  because  yon  believed  that  particular  contract 
to  be  beat,  but  becauae  you  were  oi-dered  to  make  it? 

Answer.  Becauae  I  was  ordered  to  do  so. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  any  inatructions  from  tbe  Surgeon  General  in  re- 
lation to  tbe  terms  of  tbe  contract] 

Answer,  No,  sir;  we  had  to  take  juat  such  terms  aa  be  bad  proposed  in  hia 
bid.     Upon  those  terms  the  contract  was  based. 

Question.  Do  yon  remember  whether  any  of  tbe  other  bids  coatsined  terms 
similar  to  tba.t? 

Answer.  There  was  a  party  of  the  name  of  Cheeseman,  I  think — I  will  not 
be  positive  about  the  name — who  made  a  proposal  similar  to  that,  offering  to 
Bupply  ice  at  so  much  for  New  Orleans. 

Question.  Do  yon  remember  what  percentage  he  proposed  to  allow  for  wast- 
age t 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  allowed  any  wastage  at  ail. 

Question.  Then  it  was  not  like  this  1 

Answer.  It  was  similar  to  it  in  some  respects. 

Question,  But  in  this  respect  of  wastage  it  was  not  like  it] 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  Mr.  Tiffany! 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  had  ever  been  engaged  in  the  ice  busi- 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  at  all  about  him. 

Question.  Where  did  you  first  see  him? 

Answer,  He  came  in  my  office  and  asked  some  qneatioiia  about  this  ice  busi- 
ness.    That  is  about  the  first  I  saw  of  him. 

Question.  Do  you  issue  advertisements  andi-eceive  proposals  for  other  things 
besides  ice? 

Answer,  I  have  done  so,  but  the  matter  has  been  cancelled  by  the  Surgeon 
General.  I  advertised  for  proposals  to  furnish  hospital  furniture.  I  received 
proposala,  and  forwarded  them  to  the  Surgeon  General's  office ;  but  it  waa  decided 
there  to  be  inexpedient  to  act  upon  them.  It  was  thought  that  the  things  could 
be  purchased  to  greater  advantage  iu  the  open  market,  I  alao  prepared  the  ad- 
vertisement for  ice  this  year. 

Question.  Did  your  agency  in  this  ice  matter  ceaae  when  yon  had  made  out 
the  contract,  or  were  you  bound  to  receive  it  and  ouperiutend  its  delivery? 

Answer,  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  that.  It  was  left  to  the  medical  director 
to  receive  the  ice. 

Question.  Yonr  agency  terminated  with  the  execution  of  the  contract  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is,  so  far  as  tliis;  The  medical  director  received  all 
the  ice,  and  was  accountable  for  its  quality,  &c. ;  hnt  I  had  a  hospital  steward 
assigned  to  duty  to  take  charge  of  the  ice-house,  and  he  reported  to  me  and  to 
Dr.  Abbott;  but  I  received  none  of  the  iee,  and  did  not  examine  any  of  it;  it 
was  all  receipted  for  by  the  medical  director's  department. 

Question.  Who  made  the  contract  for  building  the  ice-house  ? 

Answer.  That  was  included  in  Mr.  Tiffany's  proposition. 

Question,  At  whose  suggestion  w^  that  item  about  the  ice-house  inserted? 

Answer.  He  insei-ted  in  hia  proposition  that  he  would  build  the  ico-bouse  at 
a  dollar  and  a  half  a  ' 


Question.  That  was  a  part  of  hia  proposJtioi 
Answer.  Tea,  sir. 
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Question.  Did  you  purcliase  any  ice  or  make  any  arrangemcnta  for  the  pur- 
chase of  ice  before  tliese  contracts? 
Answer,  No,  air. 

By  Mr.  Odell : 
Question.  Did  the  medical  director  understand  the  nature  of  this  contract? 
Answer.  I  should  suppose  so. 

By  Mr.  Gooch : 
Question.  Was  a  copy  of  tLis  contract  furnished  to  the  niedical  director  1 
Answer.  I  furnished  none.     I  had  a  copy  in  my  office,  and  a  copy  waa  fur- 
nished to  t!i6  Surgeon  General,  and  one  lo  the  Second  Comptroller. 
By  Mr.  Odell : 
Question.  Did  you  in  making  this  contract  institute  any  means,  through  the 
medical  department  or  otherwise,  to  aacei-tain  that  the  terms  of  the  contract  were 
complied  with  as  to  quantity  and  quality? 

Answer.  Ko,  sir;  that  was  left  entirely  to  the  medical  director.  It  was  hia 
duty  to  receive  it,  and  it  waa  for  him,  I  auppose,  to  take  the  proper  meajia  to 
ascertain  that. 

By  Mr.  Gooch : 

Question.  What  waa  the  name  of  the  hospital  steward  you  sent  to  take  chaise 
of  the  ice-house? 

AiiBwer.  Ezra  Holden,  I  think ;  he  is  atill  in  charge  of  the  ice-house. 

Question.  Did  yon  make  this  contract  (handing  witness  a  copy)  with  A 
Tracy  Edgei'ton  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  By  whom  was  that  contract  awarded  to  him  1 

Answer.  That  was  awarded  on  my  own  decision,  accepted  and  approved  hy 
the  Surgeon  General. 

Question.  Were  there  any  other  proposals  to  furnish  ice  at  the  places  em- 
braced in  this  contract  beside  the  proposal  of  Edgerton ! 

Answer.  I  think  there  were, 

Question.  Have  you  in  your  possession  the  proposals  in  this  case  1 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  no  proposals  at  all.     They  were  all  withdrawn. 

Question.  Where  do  yon  nnderetand  those  proposals  now  to  be  ? 

Answer.  In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  presume.  I  have  a  letter 
here  in  reference  to  that  matter.  I  made  a  request  that  the  proposals  be  re- 
turned to  my  office,  in  order  that  I  might  file  them  in  the  returns  of  my  office 
according  to  law.     This  is  the  answer  I  received  : 

Surgeon  General's  Office, 
Washington  dit/.  D.  C,  August  17,  1863. 
Sir  !  Your  communication  of  the  14th  instant,  requesting  that  certain  propo- 
sals for  ice  may  he  returned  to  your  office,  has  been  received. 

Tou  ai-e  respectfully  informed  that  these  proposals  were  sent  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  on  the  28th  of  April  last,  and  have  not  yet  been  returned. 
Very  reepectfulty,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  R.  SMITH, 
Acting  SuTgeon  General. 
Henry  Johnson,  M.  S.  K.,  U.  S.  A.,  Wasliingtm,  D.  C. 

Question.  Will  you  state  to  us  what  you  understand  to  be  the  meaning  of  the 
sisth  item  in  this  contract  with  A.  Tracy  Edgerton  ?     "  That  payment  shall  be 
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made  from  time  to  time  npon  receipted  billa  of  lading  and  duplicate  accounts 
certified  to  by  the  medical  officer  in  charge  of  the  post  where  it  is  delivered," 

Answer.  The  bill  of  lading  accompanied  the  account  as  evidence  upon  which 
■  tp  base  the  correctnesB  of  the  account.  The  account  is  made  out  in  duplicate 
and  certified  to  by  the  medical  officer  in  charge  of  the  post  where  it  is  delivered. 

Question.  What  was  that  certificate  to  be  ? 

Answer.  Something  in  this  form,  T  suppose  :  "  I  certify  that  the  above  ac- 
count is  correct  and  just,  and  that  the  ice  was  received  as  specified,"  or  "as 
Stated,"  or  "  that  the  ice  was  received  by  me" — something  to  that  effect,  to  be 
attached  below  the  account. 

Question.  Do  you  expect  the  bill  of  lading  and  certificate  to  agree  m 
amount  'f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir 

Question.  That  tl  1 1    1   11  1     f    j     t  y  t  th  b  U    1 1  d    g 

called  for? 

Answer.  This  isdff       tfrafmthpplfMTffyth 
no  deduction  for  wat  Ithtt  tdl  t  t 

of  ice  to  each  of  th       p      t 

Question.  Then  th    bU     fl   1  d  tl  tfi    t  11       t    g  t 

quantity  t 

Answer.  That  w    Id  d  p     d     p      tl  pt    f  th        d     1     fii  If  ) 

received  the  amount       thbUfld  f        rslwidh        t       k        1 

edge  it  to  be  correct 

Question.  You  u  1  t  nd  th  t  I  t  t  Hi  th  d  1  y  f  000 
pounds  of  ice  per  to      t    ai,h    f  tl        i       t   I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  is  not  sufficient  that  so  many  tone  at  2,000  pounds  per  ton  shall 
be  stated  on  the  bill  of  lading? 

Answer.  Ko,  sir,  it  is  that  so  much  ice  shall  bo  delivered  at  the  ice-houae. 

Question.  Why  did  you  put  in  the  provision  in  relation  to  the  bill  of  lading  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  the  proposal  read  in  that  way — to  take  the  receipted  bill 
of  lading. 

Question,  That  would  not  prove  anything,  would  it  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  if  the  officer  received  so  many  tons,  at  2,000  pounds  per 
ton,  according  to  the  bill  of  lading,  lie  should  receipt  for  it. 

Question.  Have  you  not  knowledge  enough  of  the  ice  huaineaa  to  know  that 
no  vessel  can  deliver  in  a  southern  port  as  maoy  tons  of  ice  as  are  put  on  board 
the  vessel  in  New  England? 

Answer.  1  know  that  veiy  well.  But  Mr.  Edgeiton  stated  to  me  that,  iu 
order  to  invoice  the  full  quantity  of  ice  at  these  points,  he  should  put  2,240 
pounds  to  the  ton  on  board  the  vessel,  and  by  the  time  it  reached  the  point  of 
delivery  he  had  no  doubt  that  3,000  pounds  would  be  delivered  at  the  ice-house- 
Still  that  was  a  matter  that  was  to  be  decided  by  the  receiving  oificer. 

Question,  Can  you  tell  who  suggested  that  particular  clause  of  the  contract  1 

Answer,  I  presume  it  was  suggested  by  the  proposal. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  by  payment  being  made  upon  the  receipt  of 
the  medical  ofiicer,  that  so  much  ice  has  been  received  under  that  bill  of  lading  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  there  was  receipted  for  on  the  bill  of  lading  the  amount 
actually  delivered  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that,  I  presume,  is  it. 

Question.  Then  why  did  you  have  your  conversation  with  Mr.  Edgerton  in 
relation  to  his  putting  on  board  2,240  pounds  to  the  ton,  in  the  expectation  that 
it  would  hold  out  3,000  pounds  at  the  time  of  delivery,  if  it  was  to  be  then 
weighed,  and  the  esaet  amount  received  to  b 


lore,  b,  Google 


ICE    COSTEACTS.  39 

Answer.  He  merely  made  tliat  remark  in  conversation.  I  told  liim  lie  would 
have  to  deliver  the  actual  quantity  stated  ;  and  he  said  there  would  be  no  dif- 
ficulty abont  that,  because  he  could  put  the  ice  on  by  the  long  ton,  and  by  the 
time  it  reached  the  point  of  delivery  the  wastage  would  not  make  it  less  than 
a, 000  pounds  to  the  tion.  It  was  merely  in  conversation  that  that  matter  was 
mentioned.  I  enjoined  upon  him  that  he  was  hound  to  deliver  2,000  pounds  to 
the  ton. 

Question,  The  amount  of  wastage  would  depend  very  mueh  upon  the  post 
at  which  it  was  delivered? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
By  Mr.  Odel! : 

(Question,  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  principle  upon  which  Mr.  Edger- 
t«n's  accounts  were  settled  ;  whether  he  was  paid  for  the  whole  amount  called 
for  by  the  bill  of  lading,  or  for  the  amount  actually  delivered  1 

Answer.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  that,  I  paid  pretty  much  all  the  biils. 
They  were  all  audited  in  the  Surgeon  General's  office,  and  sent  to  me  with  an 
order  on  them  to  pay. 

Question,  Do  you  know  upon  what  principle  those  bills  were  audited  "i 

Answer.  I  do  not.  They  had  the  contract  in  the  Surgeon  General's  office, 
and  they  should  have  been  audited  accoi-ding  to  the  contract. 

Question.  You  say  yon  do  not  know  whether  the  full  amount  called  for  by 
the  bill  of  lading  was  paid  for,  or  only  the  amount  actually  delivered  t 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Having  made  the  contract  yourself,  and  knowing  the  terms  of  it. 
should  you  not,  as  a  good  business  man,  have  seen  whether  you  paid  for  more 
ice  than  was  actually  delivered  J 

Answer.  When  an  account  has  been  examiaed  in  the  Surgeon  General's  ofBce, 
and  comes  to  me  with  an  order  on  it  to  pay  it,  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  any 
right  to  question  the  matter  further.  The  Surgeon  General  is  my  superior  offi- 
cer, and  I  must  obey  hie  orders.     It  does  not  do  for  me  to  question  his  orders. 

Question.  I  understand  that  you  must  obey  his  orders.  But  I  understand 
another  thing  :  that,  as  you  made  the  contract,  if  you  thought  it  was  not  com- 
plied with,  you  should  have  called  the  attention  of  the  Surgeon  General  to  that 

Answer.  I  should  have  done  so  if  I  bad  thought  there  was  anything  wrong 
about  the  matter. 

Question.  Your  answer  is  that  yon  did  not  examine  into  that  fact. 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  it  was  done  by  my  cleik,  who  has  my  instructions 
to  audit  every  account  that  comes  in. 
By  Mr,  Gooch : 

Question.  Do  you  remember  in  what  paper  these  advertisements  for  propo- 
sals for  ice  were  inserted? 

Answer.  I  could  not  recall  them  just  now. 

Question.  In  what  portions  of  the  country  1 

Answer.  All  over  the  country  :  in  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Balti- 
more, Washington,  Ohio,  Wisconsin,  and,  I  think,  in  Illinois. 

Question.  Waa  this  contract  with  Parrish  &  Co.  [showing  witness  a  copy] 
made  by  you  "i 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  there  any  other  contracts  for  ice  made  by  you  except  with 
Tiffany,  Edgerton,  and  Tarrish  &  Go. 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  there  were  any  other  proposals  to  furnish 
ice  at  the  points  covered  by  the  contract  with  Parrish  &  Co.  ? 
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Answer.  I  think  there  must  have  heen  ;  tlierc  were  a  great  many  proposals 

Question.  Were  any  proposals,  so  far  as  yon  know,  rejected  merely  for  in- 
formality 1 

Answer.  Yes,  air  ;  I  think  there  were  several  that  were  informal ;  probably 
informal  so  far  as  the  want  of  a  certificate — some  evidence  to  show  the  ability 
of  the  party  bidding  to  comply  with  the  contract  if  awarded  to  him.  There 
were  several  informalitiea  in  many  of  the  proposals. 

Question.  Did  yon  have  any  conversation  with  any  one  in  relation  to  the 
terms  of  that  advertisement  before  it  was  published  1 

Answer.  Uo  you  mean  in  relation  to  the  form  of  tho  advertisement  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  The  matter  was  submitted  to  the  Surgeon  General's  office  for  de- 
cision, and  he  ordered  me  to  advertise ;  the  advertisement  was  drawn  up  by 

Question.  Was  it  changed  in  the  Surgeon  General's  office  1 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Did  any  persons  call  on  you,  or  have  any  intei-view  with  you,  ia 
relation  to  that  advertisement  before  it  was  sent  by  you  to  the  Swi^on  General's 
office,  or  after? 

Answer.  ITo,  sir.  The  Surgeon  General  directed  me  to  draw  up  an  adver- 
tisement for  ice,  and  1  did  bo,  and  immediately  forwarded  it  to  his  office  for  ap- 
proval, and  it  was  returned  after  approval. 

Question.  When  did  yon  first  see  Mr,  Tiifany  1 

Answer.  About  the  first  time  I  saw  Mr,  Tiffany 

Question.  I  want  the  first  time  you  saw  him,  not  ahoul  the  first  time. 

Answer.  It  was  some  time  between  inserting  the  advertisement  and  receiving 
the  proposals. 

Question.  Had  you  not  seen  him  before  that  time  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  you  first  see  Mr.  Kdgerton  1 

Answer,  About  the  same  time. 

Question.  Had  you  any  conversation  with  either  of  them  before  issuing  llse 
advertisement? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Nor  with  Mr,  Panish  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  know  either  of  the  parties. 

Question.  Have  yon  made  any  contracts  for  ice  for  the  coming  year  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  yon  issued  any  advertisements  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  1 

Answer.  I  have  inserted  the  same  advertisement  in  14  or  15  differcat  papers. 
The  bids  will  be  opened  on  the  25th  of  this  month. 

Question.  Have  you  changed  the  terms  of  the  advertisement  in  any  way  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  first  one  was  withdrawn,  and  a  second  one  inserted, 
more  in  detail,  and  asking  for  more  information. 

Question.  Why  was  tbe  first  withdi-awa  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  An  order  was  sent  to  me  from  the  Surgeon  Gen- 
eral's office  to  withdraw  it,  without  intimating  any  reason  for  it. 

Question.  Who  prepared  the  second  proposals  now  issued  t 

Answer.  I  prepared  them,  based  upon  instructions  given  to  me  from  the 
Surgeon  General's  office. 

Question.  Ton  changed  the  advertisement  according  to  instructions  given  to 
you  by  the  Surgeon  General  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Queatiou.  Were  you  not  notified,  in  tliat  connexion,  tliat  the  a^vertiaement 
which  you  had  iaeued  was  so  indefinite  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  any  in- 
telhgent  man  to  bid  under  it  1 

Answer,  No,  air ;  I  received  no  notice  of  that  kind.  I  was  ordered  to  with- 
draw it,  and  I  did  so,  according  to  orders,  without  aaltiag  any  reason  for  it. 
There  were  one  or  two  parties  who  wanted  to  put  in  proposals  who  stated  that 
the  matter  was  indefinite ;  biit  at  the  same  time  the  information  called  for  by 
the  advertisement  could  be  received  from  the  medical  ofBcers  at  the  different 
points.  It  was  impossible  for  me  to  know  the  amount  reqaired,  or  whether 
there  were  ice-bouses  at  the  different  points.  That  information  conld  be  ob- 
tained from  the  medical  directors  at  the  different  points. 

Question.  Would  it  not  have  been  very  mueb  moi-e  busioesa-like  for  yon  to 
advertise  what  facilities  the  goveniment  had,  and  to  inform  persons,  who  de- 
aired  to  bid,  whether  the  ice  was  to  be  received  by  the  cargo  or  by  the  ponnd, 
and  whether  it  was  to  be  distributed  by  them  or  by  the  government  'i 

Answer.  I  think  the  better  plan  is  that  the  ice  should  be  distributed  to  the 
various  hospitals  as  required,  and  the  actual  weight  delivered  there  receipted 
for.  It  appears  to  me  that  that  would  he  the  better  plan.  I  think  that  by 
that  plan  the  government  wonld  save  all  the  loss  in  shipping  and  transporting 
it,  and  the  expense  of  storing  it  and  taking  care  of  it,  and  make  the  party  who 
receives  the  contract  responsible  for  all  that  thing.  The  ice-dealer  knows  what 
the  wastage  would  be,  and  can  put  in  hie  proposals  at  such  a  price  as  would 
be  proper  under  the  circumstances. 

Question.  Have  you  made  any  such  recommendation  to  the  Surgeon  Genera!? 

Answer,  I  made  that  recommendation  when  I  drew  up  the  first  proposals.  I 
had  a  consultation  with  him  about  it,  and  suggested  that  plan,  and  he  also 
thought  that  would  bo  the  better  plan,  and  I  accordingly  drew  up  the  pro- 
Question.  The  second  proposals  1 

Answer.  The  first  ones. 

Question.  It  did  not  contain  that. 

Answer.  It  did  not  state  the  amount  required. 

Question.  It  did  not  state  whether  the  ice  waa  to  be  delivered  at  the  hos- 
pitals or  where. 

Answer,  It  was  to  be  delivered  at  the  hospitals  at  this  point. 

Question.  Did  your  first  advertisement  so  state  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  a  copy  of  it  1 

Answer.  Not  with  me. 

Question.  Did  your  first  advertisement  specify  that  the  contractor  was  to 
deliver  the  ice  at  each  of  the  hospitals  in  the  vicinity  of  the  several  points 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  form  of  that  advertisement  was  similar  to  the  one  I 
now  have  in,  except  in  regard  to  certain  portions  of  the  country  north  of  this. 

Question.  Can  yon  state,  of  your  own  knowledge,  how  the  hospitals  were 
supplied  witli  ice  before  these  contracts  1 

Answer.  1  cannot  state  positively. 


Testimony  nf  Dr.  Josej>h  R.  Smith. 

Washixgtox,  Febumry  IS,  1S64. 
Dr.  Joseph  K.  Smith  s«'orn  and  esarained. 

By  Mr.  Gooch  : 
Question.  What  is  year  rank  and  position  in  the  army,  and  where  have  yoa 
been  stationed  since  the  commencement  of  the  war!  ("lOolp 
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Answer.  I  am  a  surgeon  in  the  United  States  army ;  I  was  taken  prisoner 
in  Texas  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  when  I  came  north  on  parole  I  was 
stationed  in  Georgetown  in  charge  of  the  hospitals  there,  from  Jalj,  1861,  until 
July,  1862,  when  I  was  put  on  duty  in  the  Surgeon  Gfeneral's  oificeas  principal 
aesistaot  in  that  office ;  I  remained  there  until  September,  1863,  when  I  was 
ordered  west;  I  have  been  serving  since  as  mediwil  director  of  the  army  of 
Arkansas . 

Question.  Haye  you  any  kuowledge  of  the  manner  in  which  the  government 
has  been  supplied  with  ice  for  hospital  purposes,  &c.] 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  State  to  the  committee  what  knowledge  you  have  in  relation  to  it. 

Answer.  While  I  was  in  charge  of  the  hospitals  in  this  city,  the  ice  was  pur- 
chased from  tlie  hospital  fund  ;  some  time  in  the  winter  of  1862  and  1863,  tlie 
Surgeon  General  directed  advertisements  to  be  put  in  the  paper  for  supplying 
ice  at  different  points  in  the  country,  where  there  were  ti'oops  and  hospitals.  In 
answer  to  those  advertisements,  bids  were  received  and  contracts  were  made 
with  several  parties,  whose  names  I  do  not  now  recollect,  with  the  exception 
of  three,  Mr.  Edgerton,  Mr.  Tiffany  and  Mr.  Parrish. 

Question.  By  whom,  or  under  whose  directions,  were  the  contracts  made  with 
those  paitiea  1 

Answer.  Under  dii-ection  of  the  Surgeon  General. 

Question,  Who  examined  thfe  proposals  received  in  response  to  the  advei-- 
tisements,  and  who  awarded  the  conti'acts? 

Answer.  The  propnsals  were  iivst  taken,  I  think,  to  the  medical  purveyor  in 
this  city,  who  examined  ihem  and  made  a  decision  in  the  matter.  Then  they 
were  brought  by  him  to  the  Surveyor  General's  office  and  brought  to  me.  I 
happened  to  be  busy  at  the  time.  I  requested  Dr.  Alden,  who  was  an  assistant 
iu  the  office,  and  whose  business  it  was  to  take  charge  of  contracts,  requisitions, 
and  things  of  that  kind,  to  come  down  in  the  evening  and  look  them  over.  He 
came  down  in  the  evening  and  we  looked  them  over ;  after  having  decided 
which  we  thought  to  be  the  cheapest,  they  were  presented  the  next  day  to  the 
Surgeon  General,  who  directed  the  contracts  to  he  made  accordingly. 

Question.  Were  any  of  the  awai-ds  changed  that  were  made  by  the  medical 
purveyor,  Mr.  Johnson? 

Answer.  I  think  three  or  four  were. 

Question.  Will  you  state  what  awai-da  you  changed,  and  the  reasons  for  the 
change  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  which  were  changed ;  they  were  changed  because 
it  was  thought  in  the  office  that  the  bids  he  took  were  not  the  most  advanta- 
geous 10  the  government. 

Question.  Was  there  a  change  made  awarding  the  contract  to  Mr.  Edgerton? 

Answer.  I  do  not  now  recollect. 

Question.  Was  there  a  change  made  awarding  the  contract  to  Mr.  Tiffany  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  a  change  made  awarding  the  contract  to  Mr,  Parrish  i 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question.  Wa^  there  a  change  made  awarding  the  contract  to  Gosnell  and 
Scott? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  to  whom  Mr.  Johnson  awarded  the  contract 
which  was  subsequently  awarded  to  Mr.  Tiffany  1 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  The  change  was  made  by  you  and  Dr.  Alden? 

Answer.  The  examination  was  made  by  us,  and  the  next  day  the  matter  was 
submitted  to  the  Surgeon  General,  and  he  directed  a  contract  to  be  as  was  deemed 
most  advantageous. 

MoslecbyGOOgle 
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Question.  In  accordance  with  yoar  recommendation? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  yon  or  Dr.  Aldea.  any  knowledge  in  relation  to  the  iee  husi- 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Then  how  could  you  determine  which  contract  was  the  moat  ad- 
vantageous, and  why  did  you  change  the  award  made  by  the  medical  purveyor  t 

Answer.  We  examined  the  terms  of  the  proposals. 

Question.  Take  for  instance  this  departmeut.  If  I  remember  rightly,  Mr. 
Tifi'any  offered  to  furnish  iee  for  $10  60  per  ton,  invoice  weight,  as  per  bill  of 
lading,  delivered  here  by  the  cargo-^tliat  is,  the  weight  at  the  point  where  it 
was  loaded  into  the  vessels,  with  ten  per  cent,  discount,  was  to  be  accepted 
aa  the  weight  here.  Do  yon  remember  that  snob  were  the  terms  of  his  con- 
tract? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  exactly;  they  were  something  of  that  character. 

Question.  Mr.  G-odey,  of  this  city,  otfered  to  famish  iee,  weighed  ont  every 
morning  at  his  ice-honse,  at  $14  a  ton,  and  Mr.  Middleton,  of  this  city,  offered 
to  supply  iee  at  seventy-five  cents  per  hundred  pounds,  delivered  at  the  hospi- 
tals every  morning.     Do  you  remembtr  anything  about  that  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  the  exact  prices;  but  I  recollect  that  the  ice-deal- 
ere  here  proposed  to  deliver  ice  at  the  hospitals,  or  from  their  ice-houses. 

Question.  Had  you  not  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  ice  business  to  know  that 
it  was  more  advantageous  to  the  government  to  have  the  ice  delivered  at  the 
hospital  at  75  cents  per  100  pounds  than  to  take  it  at  the  invoice  weight  loaded 
in  Maine  at  $10  50  per  ton,  with  only  10  per  cent,  off  for  wastage,  the  govern- 
ment having  to  take  it  from  the  vessel,  put  it  into  an  ice-house  build  by  themselves, 
and  deliver  it  here  by  themselves,  suffering  ail  the  loss? 

Answer.  The  decision  that  was  made  was  that  which  was  supposed  to  be  the 
best  for  the  government,  after  considering  the  matter. 

Question.  Did  you  consult  anybody? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  consult  any  ice-men,  or  any  person  who  had  any  knowl- 
edge of  the  ice-business  1 

Answer.  1  talked  with  Mr,  Godey  about  it  for  one.  I  know  Mv.  Godey 
very  well,  for  he  had  been  supplying  the  hospitals  when  I  was  in  charge  of 
them,  and  also  supplied  my  own  family  with  ice.  I  think  I  talked  with  Mr. 
Middleton  upon  the  subject. 

Question.  Did  they  not  both  tell  you  that  it  was  more  economical  for  the  go- 
vernment to  take  ice  at  the  rate  at  which  they  offered  it? 

Answer.  They  both  thought  their  bids  were  the  best. 

Question,  Then  it  was  not  in  accordance  with  their  advice  that  you  changed 
the  award  the  medical  purveyor  had  made  to  Mr.  Godey,  and  gave  the  contract 
to  Mr,  Tiffany? 

Answer,  I  did  not  ask  their  advice  on  the  subject.  I  inquired  of  them  in 
reference  to  various  points,  among  those  concerning  wastage  in  vessels,  Thei-e 
was  great  discrepancy  in  reference  to  the  amount  of  wastage  in  the  statements 
of  the  different  persons  whom  I  ai^ked. 

Question.  Did  anybody  fix  it  aa  low  as  10  per  cent.? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Any  ice  man? 

Answer.  I  forget  who. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  conference  with  Mr,  Tiffany  in  relation  to  the 
matter  J 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  Mr.  Tiffany  came  to  the  of&ce  when  the  awards  had  been 
made  by  Mr.  Johnson,  and  represented  what  he  considered  the  facts  of  the  cMe, 

^'      "    .  Had  you  kuown  Mr.  Tiffany  before?  .-  i 
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Answer.  S"©,  sii- ;  I  never  had  any  other  conference  witli  him. 

Question.  Was  there  any  change,  made  in  the  contract  differhig  from  the 
proposals  made  by  Mr.  Tiffany?  If  so,  state  what  was  that  change,  and  why 
it  was  made 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  any.  If  there  was  any,  if  I  should  hear  it  men- 
tioned, I  probably  would  remember  it. 

Question,  Did  hia  original  proposition  cont-ain  a  clause  providing  that  the  ice 
should  be  taken  by  the  weight  in  Maine,  at  10  per  cent,  discount  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  the  terms  of  his  contract. 

f  A  copy  of  the  contract  with  Mr.  Tiffany  was  then  shown  to  the  witness, 
upon  examining  which,  he  said — J 

I  do  not  recollect  any  change  from  the  tenna  of  the  proposal. 

Question.  Had  you  not  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  ice  business  to  iiimw  that 
it  would  be  more  economical  to  the  government  to  have  its  ice  delivered  to  it  in 
Washington  in  such  quantities  as  it  wanted,  irom  an  ice-dealer  here,  at  S14  a 
ton;  or  delivered  at  the  hospitals  in  such  quantities  t^  were  required  day  by 
day,  at  $15  a  ton,  than  it  would  be  for  the  government  to  pay  for  it  at  the  rate 
of  $9  45  a  ton  in  Maine,  and  then  suffer  all  the  loss  that  would  result  by  wast- 
age in  transporting  it  from  Maine  to  this  place,  then  put  it  into  an  ice-house 
here,  and  deliver  it  from  the  ice-house  in  such  quantities  as  might  be  wanted 
by  the  hospitals ;  adding  thereto  the  expenses  of  building  the  ice-house,  and 
the  taking  the  ice  to  the  hospitals? 

Answer.  It  was  iny  opinion  after  consultation .     I  recollect  now  that 

I  consulted  the  medical  storekeeper,  Mr.  Johnson,  on  the  subject,  after  hav- 
ing sent  for  him,  and  told  him  the  views  of  the  office  upon  the  subject,  and  he 
agreed  that  the  contract  which  was  adopted  by  the  Surgeon  General's  office  was 
the  most  advantageous  one. 

Question.  I  will  state  that  we  understand  the  testimony  of  Mr,  Johnson  to  be 
exactly  the  revei-se;  that  he  ui^ed  Mr.  Godey's  proposal  in  preference  to  that 
ofMr.  TifEamy. 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  that  he  did  that. 

Question.  Do  yon  remember  that  he  did  assent  to  the  contract  with  Tiffany? 

Answer.  I  remember  distinctly  that  he  did,  after  talking  the  matter  over. 

Question.  Where  is  Dr.  Alden,  the  gentleman  with  whom  you  consulted? 

Answer.  I  think  he  is  in  Philadeipbia.  He  was  assistant  surgeon,  on  duty  in 
the  Surgeon  General's  office. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  TifEany  was  a  man  who  had  been  in 
the  ice  business  prior  to  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not :  I  know  nothing  about  that  but  what  he  said.  He  said 
tliat  he  had  delivered  some  ice  previously  to  the  army  of  the  Potomac, 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  in  relation  to  the  delivery  of  ice  under 
any  of  these  contracts  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  manner  in  which  New  Orleans 
was  being  supplied  with  ice  at  the  time  this  contract  was  made  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  was  being  supplied;  I  do  not  know  that  it  was. 

Question.  You  have  no  knowledge  on  that  point? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  yon  any  knowledge  in  relation  to  the  manner  in  which  ice 
was  being  supplied  at  that  time,  or  had  been  previously  supplied,  at  the  other 
places  covered  by  these  contracts? 

Answer.  I  recollect  now  that  some  ice  had  been  ordered  to  Hilton  Head  from 
a  6rm  in  Boston,  on  an  intimation  being  given  to  the  office  that  ice  was  needed 
there;  I  think  that  was  under  some  previous  contract,  before  I  entered  the  Sur- 
geon Geneial's  ofSce ;  hut  1  do  not  know.     I  am  under  the  impression  that  a 
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majai-ity  of  the  hospitals  tli  rough  out  the  country  purchased  their  ice  from  the 
hospital  fund. 

Queatiott.  From  ice-dealers  ia  the  vicinity  J 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  ibcre  anytliing  else  in  connexion  with  this  matter  that  you  wish 
to  state? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  wish  to  give  the  committee  any  informatioo  I  have. 

Mr,  Uoocli.  I  have  asked  you  questions  in  relation  to  the  points  brought  in 
question. 

The  witness.  When  bills  were  bronght  in,  questions  came  up  for  discussion, 
Buch  as  demurrage,  the  number  of  working  days,  and  such  as  are  referred  to  the 
office  for  decision. 

Qnestion,  You  mean,  under  these  contracts  1 

Answer,    Yes,  sir.     I  understand  that  contracts  are  now  being  made  to  ftir- 
nish  ice  to  the  hospitals  in  the  west.    I  received  a  notification  from  the  Assistant 
Surgeon  General's  office,  inquiring  how  much  ice  was  needed  at  Little  Eoek, 
where  I  was  stationed. 
By  Mr.  Loan : 

Question  Do  you  know  where  the  proposals  for  this  contract  ■nhich  Mr. 
Tiffany  took  were  drawn  up  and  by  whom  ? 

Answer.  I  think  by  Mr.  Johnson,  the  medical  purveyor;  I  am  not  certain 
about  that. 

Question.  By  whose  direction? 

Answer.  Under  the  general  directions  which  he  received  from  the  Surgeon 
General's  office  to  make  out  proposals. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  terms  of  the  advertisement  were  pre- 
scribed to  Mr.  Jolmson  by  the  Surgeon  General,  or  any  other  person  ? 

Answer.  As  I  recollect  it,  Mr.  Johnson  was  directed  to  prepare  an  advertise- 
ment and  put  it  in  the  papers.  He  made  it  out  himself  and  brought  it,  or  a 
copy  of  it,  to  the  Surgeon  General's  office,  and  it  was  approved. 

Question.  Do  you  know  at  whose  suggration  the  manner  of  famishing  ice 
was  cbauged  from  the  daily  supplies  obtained  from  Mr.  Godey  and  Mr.  Mid- 
dletoa  to  the  system  of  obtaining  it  under  contracts? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  All  these  things  were  discussed  from  time  to  time 
in  the  Surgeon  General's  office,  and  had  been  discussed  a  great  many  times  i  and 
the  Surgeon  Genei'al  directed  the  proposals  to  be  issued. 

Question.  Can  you  tell  about  what  quantity  of  ice  was  fiimished  monthly  to 
the  hospitals  ia  this  city  and  Georgetown  by  Mr.  Godey  and  Mr.  Middleton 
while  they  furnished  it  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  When  I  was  in  charge  of  Seminary  hospital,  in 
Georgetown,  we  purchased  about   300  pounds  a  day. 

Question,  I  believe  you  have  stated  that  yon  have  no  means  of  knowing  the 
motives  for  changing  the  manner  of  supplying  ice  ? 

Answer.  Oongi-ess  had  made  an  appropi'iation  for  ice  which  had  not  been  done 
previously.  The  hospital  funds  were  believed  to  be  unable  to  supply  sufficient 
ice  for  the  hospitals,  so  that  the  Surgeon  General  determmed  to  furnish  it  from 
the  medical  appropriation. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  the  Surgeon  General  assigned  that  as  a  reason 
for  the  change  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  that  he  said  so.  In  talking  the  matter  over  that 
was  the  reason  given. 

Qnestion.  Upon  what  basis  was  it  that  the  quantity  of  ice  ws.j  ao  largely  in- 
creased under  toe  contract  with  Mr.  Tiffany  ? 

Answer.  The  medical  director  in  this  city,  as  elsewhere,  in  every  other  place 
where  ice  was  furnished,  was  required  to  report  the  probable  amount  needei^  for     . 
the  sick  in  bis  charge;  audit  was  on  that  data  that  the  quantiiiy.:-w«e,  tj.4@(^QlC 
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Question.  By  ■whom  waa  it  ordered  1 

Answer.  By  flie  medical  purveyor,  generally;  or,  in  some  eases,  wli  ore  letters, 
calling  for  ice,  came  from  the  medical  directors  to  the  Surgeon  General's  office,  it 
Tvaa  ordered  from  there. 

Question.  Do  you  rememter  to  have  seen  any  such  orders  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember,  certainly,     I  think  I  did,  several. 

Question.  Conld  you  state  about  what  quantities  were  named  in  those  orders  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  that  can  be  ascertained  from  tlie  office.  The  orders  and 
letters  are  on  file,  abont  that  time,  calling  for  about  tliat  amount  of  ice. 

Qnestion,  Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  originating  this  contract,  in 
prescribing  its  terms  in  any  way,  or  in  determining  its  acceptance  1  If  so, 
state  precisely  what  part  you  took. in  the  transaction. 

Answer.  All  that  I  did  vaa  what  I  have  aii-eady  stated.  When  the  contracts 
Tvere  brouglit  in  for  the  aenitiny  of  the  Surgeon  General,  I  looked  them  all  over 
in  conjunction  with  Dr,  Alden. 

Question.  And  recommended  their  acceptance  by  the  Surgeon  General  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  selected  those  I  deemed  the  most  advantageous  to  the 
government,  and  took  them  to  the  Surgeon  General. 

Question.  Did  you  recommend  the  acceptance  of  those  you  reported  to  him  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir;  that  is,  I  recommended  them  as  the  best  contracts. 

Qnestion.  That  is  what  I  mean. 

Answer.  I  deemed  those  that  we  selected  the  most  advantageous  to  the  gov- 
ernment. 

Question.  And  recommended  them  to  the  Surgeon  Genei-al  to  be  accepted  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  had  nothing  to  do  in  any  way  with  the  matter  of  recom- 
mending at  that  time.     The  Surgeon  General  dii-euted  the  contracts  to  be  made. 

Question.  How  came  you  in  possession  of  these  contracts  ? 

Answer.  I  was  theprincipalnssistantin  the  Surgeon  General's  office.  All  the 
papers  that  came  into  the  Sui'geon  General's  office  came  to  me. 

Question.  For  what  purpose  1 

Answer.  To  do  what  was  proper  in  the  case;  to  send  such  as  required  the 
action  of  the  Surgeon  General  to  be  presented  to  him ;  to  send  others  to  proper 
officers  for  consi delation. 

Question.  Why  did  you  undertake  to  determine  on  the  relative  merits  of 
these  bids  ? 

Answer,  Because  there  were  a  great  many  people  came  into  the  ofBce;  every 
ice-dealer  who  had  made  a  bid  came  ia,  each  advocating  the  merits  of  his  own 
proposal;  and  where  there  was  so  much  dispute  about  it  I  deemed  it  worthy 
the  attention  and  consideration  of  the  Surgeon  General.  I  looked  thcui  over  and 
took  them  to  him. 

Qnestion.  You  looked  them  over  at  your  own  suggestion,  not  beca\ise  you 
deemed  it  your  duty  to  do  so  t 

Answer.  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  do  it. 

Question.  And  having  discharged  that  duty,  you  reported  to  th<;  Surgeon 
General  those  that  you  deemed  it  most  advisable  to  accept? 

Answer.  I  took  all  the  bids  in  to  him. 

Questitiu.  What  was  your  recommendation,  if  any  1 

Answer.  I  made  no  recommendation  on  the  subject.  I  informed  the  Surgeon 
General  which  contracts  I  deemed  most  advantageous  to  the  government.  H« 
looked  them  over  also,  and  directed  them  to  be  so  awai-ded. 

Question.  By  whom  was  the  iee  received  which  was  delivered  by  Mr.  Tiffany  1 

Answer.  I  think  the  medical  purveyor,  Mr.  Johnson,  did.  I  do  not  know 
It  may  possibly  have  been  the  medical  director,  Dr.  Abbott.  It  was  one  of  the 
two. 
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Question.  What  position  does  Dr.  Abbott  bold  1 

Answer.  He  ia  the  medical  director  of  this  department. 

Question.  Are  you  able  fo  state  the  quantity  of  ice  ordered  from  Mr.  Tifiany 
under  tbis  contract? 

Answer.  I  have  not  the  slightest  idea.  It  is  on  record,  however,  I  would 
state  here  that  when  I  ordered  ice  I  bad  no  individual  action  in  the  matter.  My 
action  was  by  order  of  the  Sui^eon  General. 

Question.  Yon  acted  undei-  hia  directions,  I  suppose.  Bat  I  wanted  to  know 
to  what  eitent  those  orders  wei-e. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Have  jon  any  means  of  knowing  whether  Mr.  Tiffany  advised  the 
form  of  this  proposal,  or  the  terms  of  the  contract,  or  anything  of  that  kind,  in 
advance  of  the  time  of  the  contract  being  completed  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  he  did. 

Question.  Had  you  seen  him  prior  to  the  acceptance  of  this  contract,  or  prior 
to  the  time  his  bid  was  put  in,  and  had  any  conversation  with  him  in  regard  to 
this  matter  1 

Answer.  No  special  conversation. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him? 

Answer.  Mr.  Tiffany  had  come  into  the  office ;  all  the  ice-dealers  had  come 
into  the  office  and  spoken  upon  the  subject.  I  recollect  tliat  Mr.  Tiffany  came 
into  the  office  once  and  recommended  that  the  date  for  the  reception  of  the  ice 
be  hastened,  on  account  of  the  probabilities  of  the  ice  season  being  over  ;  which 
was  not  done,  however. 

Question.  Is  that  the  only  conversation  you  remember  to  tiavc  had  with  Mr. 
Tiffany  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 


Testimony  of  Dr.  David  L.  Magruder. 

"WASHiNiiTON,  Fahrwary  15,  18C4. 

Dr.  David  L.  Maghuuer  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Gooch : 

Question.  What  ia  your  position  in  the  army  1 

Answer.  I  am  a  surgeon  of  the  United  States  anny. 

Question.  Where  are  you  stationed  1 

Answer.  At  Louisville,  as  medical  director. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowled^  of  the  manner  ia  which  the  govei-nment 
has  supplied  itself  with  ice  since  the  war  began  1 

Answer.  The  last  year  I  knew  there  was  a  contract  made  by  the  Surgeon 
General  with  J.  W.  Parrish  &  Co.,  of  8t.  Louis,  to  supply  ice  to  the  general 
hospitals  of  the  west,  I  believe;  hut  as  to  the  terms  of  that  contract  I  could 
not  say.  I  was  then  medical  director  for  St.  Louis,  that  is,  the  department  of 
Missoun. 

Question,  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  that  contract,  or  the  making  of  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  nothing  at  all.  The  eontmct  was  made  and  sent  out,  and  I 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it  but  to  sign  the  papera  when  received,  and  to  prove  the 
receiving  by  the  acting  medical  purveyor. 

Question.  Do  you  know  when  and  where  the  contract  was  made  1 

Answer.  Here,  in  Washington. 

Question.  Yon  have  no  knowledge  of  its  terms  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  a  copy  of  the  contract  of  it,  but  I  really  did  not  notice 
it.  All  I  had  to  do  was  to  see,  as  medical  director  of  the  department,  that  it 
was  not  improperly  issued.  OoOqIc 
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Question,  Did  you  receive  the  ice  under  tliat  contract? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Who  did  receive  it  ? 

Answer.  The  man  who  did  receive  it  was  Mr.  Robert  T.  Creamer,  medical 
storekeeper,  and  acting  medical  purveyor  in  St.  Louis. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  other  contract  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  contract  made  this  year  was  made  by  mc,  under  in- 
structions from  the  Acting  Surgeon  General, 

Question.  Who  was  the  Acting  Surgeon  Genera!  at  that  time? 

Answer.  Dr.  Joseph  K.  Barnes, 

Question.  Wheu  did  you  receive  instructions  fi-om  him  1 

Answer.  The  instructions  were  dated  Novemher  27,  and  I  received  them  a 
few  days  afterwards,  probably  on  the  Ist  or  2d  of  December.  I  will  not  bo 
positive  as  to  the  exact  day;  bat  on  the  4th  of  December  I  advertised  proposals 
in  the  papers  for  bids. 

Question.  ITor  the  supply  of  what  points  did  you  advertise,  and  in  what  pa- 
pers did  you  insert  the  advertisement  t 

Answer.  This  is  a  copy  of  the  advertisement: 

"Army  Medical  Purveyor's  Office, 

"  ZitmisvUle,  Kentucky,  December  4,  1S63. 
"Proposals  will  be  received  at  this  office  until  December  SO,  1863,  for  fiu'nish- 
ing  ice  to  all  tlie  United  States  general  hospitals  at  the  west  (those  of  the 
division  of  tlie  Mississippi,  and  of  the  department  of  the  Gulf  upon  the  Missis- 
sippi and  its  tributaries)  in  such  quantities  as  may  be  reijuiied  for  the  use  of  the 
sick  and  wounded  during  the  year  1864. 

"  In  all  cases  the  ice  to  be  well  packed  and  stored  in  properly  constructed  ice- 
houses previous  to  the  15th  of  April,  1864,  at  such  points  nearest  the  hospitals 
as  may  he  designated  from  this  office. 

"  The  ice  either  to  he  delivered  by  actual  weight  of  issues  to  the  hospitals  by 
the  contractors,  or  by  inspection  and  measurement  by  the  issuing  officer,  (on  or 
hefore  the  let  of  May,  18G4,)  who  will  then  receipt  for  actual  contents  of  ice- 
houses, 

"D.  L.  MAGRUDER, 
"  SiiTgcon  United  States  Army,  Medical  Purvci/or." 

That  advertisement  was  put  into  the  Cincinnati  Gazette,  the  Louisville 
Journal,  the  Chicago  Tribune,  the  St.  Louis  Union,  and  the  St.  Louis  Democrat- 
Question.  Who  determined  the  papers  in  which  the  advertisement  was  in- 
serted ? 

Answer,  A  list  of  papers  in  which  I  might  advertise  was  sent  me  from  the 
Surgeon  General's  office. 

Question.  And  you  selected  from  the  list  such  papers  as  you  thought  ad- 
visable ? 

Answer.  I  selected  what  I  thought  the  best  papers  in  the  list  sent  to  me  in 
each  city  west,  I  supply  the  department  of  the  west.  I  do  not  advertise  in 
eastern  papers,  because  thei-e  are  medical  purveyoi-s  in  the  cities  of  Hew  York 
and  Philadelphia, 

Question.  Did  you  advertise  for  ice  in  any  of  the  New  England,  New  York, 
or  other  eastern  papers  1 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  advertised  in  none  of  them. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  advertise  in  some  of  the  eastern  papers  ? 

Answer.  I  had  no  particular  orders  to  do  so.  The  fact  is,  the  only  articles 
I  supply  are  articles  produced  or  manufactured  in  the  west.  All  diugs  and 
articles  of  that  kind,  I  get  my  requisitions  on  the  parveyors  of  New  York  and 
Philadelphia,     After  putting  this  advertisement  in  the  papers  I  have  mentioned, 
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1  wrote  a  letter,  December  7,  to  tLe  Acting  Surgeon  General,  stating  what  I  liad 
done,  apeciiyiiig  the  papers  in  which  I  had  put  the  advertia  erne  lit,  and  stated 
that  1  had  limited  the  time  of  receiving  proposala  to  the  20th  of  December,  giv- 
ing my  reasons  for  doing  eo.  I  then  asked  whether  what  I  had  done  was  cor- 
rect; if  any  alteration  was  required  in  the  advertisement ;  whethei-  the  time  al- 
lowed was  too  abort ;  and  if  anything  else  was  required,  1  wished  to  be  instructed 
in  regard  to  it, 

Quealion.  When  was  the  advertisement  first  inserted  ? 

Answer.  On  the  4th  of  December. 

Question,  Why  did  you  allow  only  sixteen  days  for  receiving  proposals  ? 

Answer.  I  gave  my  reasons  in  this  letter  of  December  7,  which  is  on  file  in 
the  Snrgeon  General's  department  and  in  the  War  Department.  I  have  not  a 
copy  of  the  letter  with  me.  I  did  so  because,  as  I  understood,  the  crop  of  ice 
in  the  west  has  to  he  gathered  during  the  latter  part  of  December  and  the  early 
part  of  January.  After  that  time  there  is  always  a  thaw,  and  ice  gathered  after 
it  baa  thawed  and  becomes  porous  is  not  so  merchantable. 

Question.  Yon  were  not  to  receive  the  ice  hefore  the  20th  of  December,  but 
only  the  proposals  J 

Answer,  Only  the  proposals. 

Question.  The  ice  was  not  to  be  received  at  that  time  t 

Answer.  No,  Sir.  The  ice  would  have  to  be  cut  in  the  latter  part  of  Decem- 
ber and  the  early  part  of  January. 

Question.  My  question  is.  Why  did  you  limit  the  time  of  receiving  proposals 
to  the  20th  of  December,  thereby  allowing  only  sixteen  days  for  proposals  to 
be  sent  in  under  this  advertisement? 

Answer.  I  gave  the  reasons  for  that  in  my  letter  of  the  7th  of  December. 

Question.  I  do  not  care  what  reasons  you  gave  the  Surgeon  General.  I  ask 
you  now  what  reasons  you  had  for  limiting  the  time  in  that  way? 

Answer.  I  did  so  for  the  i-eaaon  that  I  thought  it  would  require  some  time 
for  the  contractor,  whoever  he  should  be,  to  cut  his  crop  of  ice,  and  get  his 
barges  to  put  the  ice  in.  As  I  understand  from  all  the  ice  men  in  the  west,  the  ice 
is  usually  cut  in  the  Upper  Illinois  river  and  in  Lake  Pepin,  and  has  to  be  cut 
in  a  particular  portion  of  the  year,  and  some  time  and  preparation  are  required 
by  a  man  who  has  a  large  contract  of  this  kind. 

Qaeation.  Did  it  make  any  difference  to  the  government  whether  it  was  sup- 
plied with  ice  that  had  already  been  cut,  or  cut  after  the  proposals  were  received  1 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  did  not  look  upon  it  in  that  light.  When  the  contract 
was  given  out  the  weather  was  rather  bad  for  ice.  We  had  bids  from  Chicago, 
St.  Louis,  and  Louisville;  I  do  no.t  recollect  that  we  had  any  from  Gincinnati. 

Question.  The  weather  being  bad  at  that  time,  made  the  short  time  you  al- 
lowed for  proposals  to  come  in  the  more  unlavorahle  instead  of  favorable  for 
the  government,  did  it  not? 

Answer,  The  ice  business  was  something  I  never  had  had  anything  to  do 
with,  and  I  did  not  wish  to  make  the  contract,  and  did  not  make  it  at  that  time. 
I  wrote  and  sent  on  this  letter  of  December  7,  in  reply  to  the  instructions  1  had 
got  from  my  chief,  and  the  best  light  I  had. 

Question.  Have  you  given  all  the  reasons  yon  can  for  limiting  the  time  for 
receiving  proposals  to  sixteen  days,  under  that  heavy  contract? 

Answer.  That  was  the  only  reason;  I  have  forgotten  the  exact  terms  of  my 
letter. 

Question.  Did  you  confer  with  anybody  in  relation  to  this  matter^ 

Answer,  No,  sh-;  that  was  my  own  idea. 

Question.  You  had  no  conversation  with  anybod  v  1 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  on  that  point 
Part  V 4 
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Question.  Tou  say  you  were  ignorant  of  the  ice  business  J 

Answei.  Tea,  sir. 

Question.  And  yoa  determined  this  question  witliout  any  consultation  with 
any  one  who  had  any  knowledge  of  the  subject? 

Answer.  I  had  talk-d  with  persons  in  Louisville — ice  men;  and  I  had  seen 
ice  men  the  year  before  in  St.  Louis,  and  some  of  them  had  been  in  Louisville 
that  year. 

Qtieation.  With  whom  had  you  talked  about  these  proposals? 

Answer.  I  did  not  talk  with  any  one  about  these  proposals;  I  only  talked 
with  them  about  ice  being  cut  in  the  early  part  of  tJie  year,  and  they  all  agreed 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  advertise  in  the  eastern  papers — in  New  Eng- 
land and  New  York  papers? 

Answer.  I  never  advertise  in  eastern  papers  for  anything  I  purchase. 

Question.  Did  you  not  know  that  New  Orleans,  and  that  vicinity,  had  always 
been  supplied  with  ice  from  New  England? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  knowledge  in  relation  to  that  subject  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  from  what  point  New  Oi'leans  has  been  supplied 
with  ice  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  ani  not  aware  of  that. 

Question.  If  you  had  known  tliat  New  Orleans  had  always  been  supplied 
with  ice  from  New  England,  would  you  have  deemed  it  proper  to  have  confined 
your  advertising  to  the  western  papers  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  probably  not. 

Question.  Ought  you  not,  before  assuming  to  determine  the  papers  in  which 
to  advertise  for  ice,  have  ascertained  the  points  from  which  the  places  could  be 
best  supplied  1 

Answer.  All  I  can  say  is,  that  after  I  put  the  advertisement  in  these  papers 
I  wrote  to  my  chief  for  instructions  as  to  whether  there  should  be  any  change 
in  what  I  had  done. 

Question.  Did  yon  receive  any  reply  ? 

Answer.  I  received  a  reply  dated  December  11,  to  the  effect  that  what  I 
had  done  was  satisfactory,  and  that  nothing  else  was  necessary. 

Qiiostion.  How  many  proposals  did  yon  receive  in  response  to  this  advertise- 

Answer.  I  think  there  were  eleven  of  them;  I  will  not  be  certain. 

Question.  Can  you  tel!  ua  from  whom  they  were  received  ? 

Answer,  I  couM  not  now  give  their  names.  They  are  all  on  file  in  the  office 
of  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Mr,  Dana. 

Question.  He  has  all  the  proposals  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  Oan  you  name  the  points  covered  by  thia  advertisement  ? 

Answer.  All  the  general  hospitals  in  the  west  1 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  I  could  name  the  points  where  there  are  general  ho.spitals.  They 
are  Oincinnati  and  vicinity,  Camp  Denison,  Camp  Chase,  Cleveland ;  Louis- 
ville and  vicinity,  embracing  JefFersonville  and  New  Albany,  Indiana;  Madison 
and  Evansville,  Indiana ;  Nashville,  Memphis,  Cairo,  Mound  City,  Jefferson  Bar- 
racks, in  St.  Lonis ;  Quincy,  Illinois ;  Keokuk,  Iowa ;  also  New  Orleans,  Natchez, 
Vicksburg,  and  Little  Hock. 

Question.  Did  your  proposals  cover  all  these  points,  or  were  these  proposals 
for  each  particular  point  ? 

Answer.  As  I  understood  the  instructions  I  had,  the  proposals  covered  every 
place. 
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Queatioii.  Do  you  mean  by  tliat  that  you  were  to  awiird  the  contract  to  the 
man  whose  proposal  was  the  lowest  for  all  the  points  together  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  way  I  underetood  it. 

Question.  Would  it  not  have  been  very  much  better  to  have  had  a  distinct 
proposal  for  each  point,  and  to  have  taken  that  which  was  lowest  for  each  par- 
ticular place  1 

Answer,  I  presume  it  might  have  been. 

Question,  Did  not  the  proposals  show  it  would  have  been  1  That  is,  I  mean 
this:  could  you  not  have  selected  from  the  different  proposals  parties  to  have 
supplied  each  particular  point,  and  have  obtained  the  supply  for  the  government 
cheaper  than  you  now  have  done  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  tell  that  unless  I  had  the  proposals  before  me,  for  I  have 
forgotten  now  what  they  were. 

Question.  The  award  was  to  Parrish  &  Co.  ? 

Answer,  Yea,  sir. 

Question,  You  made  the  award  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  they  were  the  lowest  for  supplying  each 
particular  hospital  'i 

Answer.  They  were  a  great  deal  the  lowest  for  tlie  whole  together. 

Question.  Wore  they  the  lowest  for  each  particultir  hospital  ? 

Answer.  That  I  could  not  state  now.  There  waa  one  lower  bid  for  St.  Louis , 
and  one  lower  bid  for  Mound  City.     I  do  not  recollect  any  others. 

Question,  You  recollect  that  there  were  lower  bids  for  St.  Louis  and  Mound 
City? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  for  those  particular  places.  But  they  were  bids  from  men 
whom  I  did  not  know.  They  did  not  offer  any  bond ;  the  bid  ivas  on  a  little 
slip  of  paper,  without  any  reference  to  anybody;  aad  1  did  not  know  the  men 
at  all. 

Question.  Did  you  reject  those  bids  on  account  of  informality  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  sent  all  the  bids  on  to  Washington;  enclosed  them  all  to 
the  Surgeon  General,  and  asked  for  further  instructions.  I  wrote  that  I  did  not 
feel  authorized,  under  the  instructions  1  had,  to  make  a  contract  where  it  was 
for  so  large  an  amount,  and  therefore  I  did  not  care  to  assnme  the  responsibility. 

Question.  Who  made  the  award  ) 

Answer.  I  made  an  award,  under  the  instructions  of  my  chief.  On  the  aist 
of  December,  aft«r  all  the  bids  had  come  in,  I  enclosed  all  the  bids  to  the  Sur- 
geon General.  I  stated  that  I  did  not  think  that  the  instructions  were  specific 
enough  to  warrant  me  to  make  a  contract  for  so  lai'ge  aa  amonnt  of  ice  ;  I  en- 
closed all  the  bids  to  him  for  his  action,  and  for  further  instructions. 

Question.  Before  making  the  award  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  iuatructiona  did  you  receive  t 

Answer.  The  bids  were  all  returned  to  me,  and  I  was  instructed  to  make  a 
contract  which  1  should  think  the  moat  advantageous  for  the  government. 

Question.  Did  your  iustmctions  confine  you  to  the  making  of  one  contract  for 
all  the  points,  or  were  you  left  at  liberty  to  make  contracts  for  the  respective 
points '{ 

Answer.  The  way  I  construed  it  was,  that  I  should  make  a  contract  the  most 
ad^'antageous  for  the  government,  which  I  did. 

Question.  The  most  advantageous  contract  for  the  government  would  have 
beea  to  have  let  each  man  supply  that  point  which  he  would  supply  the  cheap- 
est, would  it  not  ? 

Answer.  I  construed  it  as  I  made  the  award. 

Queation.  I  ask  if  it  is  not  the  fact  that  it  would  have  been  the  moat  advan- 


_~.ooglc 


52  ICE    CONTEACTS. 

tageons  for  the  governmenl^  to  have  let  each  man  supply  the  point  he  would 
have  supplied  the  cheapest  1 
Aaswer.  It  probably  might  have  be«n,  but  I  did  not  look  at  it  so. 
Question.  Is  it  not  a  mathematical  certainty  that  it  would  have  been  ? 
Answei'.  {After  a  pause.)  I  made  the  contract,  subject  to  the  approval  of  my 
chief.     After  I  had  drawn  up  the  contract  with  the  best  light  I  had,  I  wrote  to 
my  chief  that  I  had  made  an  agreement  with  J.  W.  Parrisb  &  Co.,  but  it  would 
not  be  binding  on  either  party  unless  approved  by  himself. 

Question.  If  they  were  the  lowest  bidders,  and  if  their  bid  was  the  most  ad- 
vantageous to  the  government,  why  did  you  hesitate  to  make  the  contract,  after 
having  received  the  instructions  to  do  so  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  trouble  about  ice  last  year,  and  I  did  not 
want  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  matter,  if  possible.  I  wanted  to  send  the 
matter  on  here  and  let  the  contract  be  made  in  Washington,  so  that  I  should  not 
be  come  upon  for  it.  As  medical  purveyor,  the  supply  of  ice  was  not  usually  in 
my  province.  My  business  is  with  drug^,  hospital  property,  &e.  For  that 
reason  I  sent  the  matter  back  here  for  approval,  because  I  knew  that  where  one 
man  got  the  contract,  every  one  else  who  bid  would  be  disappointed  and 
feel  sore  on  the  subject,  and  1  did  not  care  about  being  held  responsible  for  it, 
and  therefore  the  award  I  made  was  forwarded  here  to  Washington.  I  sent  all 
the  papers,  everything  connected  with  it — all  the  bids,  all  my  correspondence, 
and  all  the  correspondence  of  the  Surgeon  General,  and  enclosed  them  to  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

Just  before  I  left  Louisville  to  come  here  I  received  a  telegram  from  Mr. 
Dana,  the  new  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  stating  that  in  the  place  of  the  con- 
tract I  had  made  with  Pamsh  &  Co.,  one  would  be  drawn  up  by  the  solicitor  of 
llie  War  Department.  I  had  done  the  best  I  could,  but  they  desired  to  close  the 
'  doors  against  al!  possible  frauds  by  the  use  of  technical  terms  that  I  had  no 
knowledge  of,  1  hat  contract  was  drawn  up.  I  have  never  seen  it.  It  was 
sent  out  to  Louisville  for  my  signature,  to  take  the  place  of  the  one  I  had  made, 
and  which  had  been  approved  by  the  Surgeon  General.  Before  that  contract  ar- 
rived I  was  ordered  here  as  a  witness  before  this  court-martial.  Since  I  have 
been  here  I  have  been  told  unofficially  that  the  contract  sent  out  was,  in  sub- 
stance, like  the  one  I  had  made. 

Question.  You  have  not  executed  that  contract  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it  still  remains  unexecuted.     It  may  be  now  in  Louisville, 
or  it  may  have  been  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Question.  It  requires  your  signature  to  execute  it? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  it  requires  now.  I  act  under  instructions,  and 
until  I  get  another  telegram  fi'om  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  additional  authority 
from  the  Surgeon  General,  I  shall  take  no  further  action. 

Question.  I  see  that  your  advertisement  contains  the  following  clause ; 
"  The  ice  either  to  be  delivered  by  actual  weight  of  issues  to  the  hospitals  by 
the  contractors,  or  by  inspection  and  measurement  by  the  issuing  officer,  on  or 
before  the  1st  of  May,  1864,  who  will  then  receipt  for,  the  actual  contents  of 
ise- houses." 

Which  of  these  conditions  is  executed  in  the  contract  1 

Answer.  It  is  to  be  delivered  in  the  ice-houses  and  taken  by  actual  measure- 
Question.  Is  the  ice  then  to  be  delivered  to  the  hospitals  by  the  contractor 
or  by  the  government? 

Answer.  After  the  government  has  received  the  ice  from  the  contractor,  it 
delivers  it  to  its  hospitals. 

Question.  The  contractor  has  nothing;  to  do  with  the  ice  after  he  hjw  put  it 
a  the  ice-hous^,  had  it  measured,  and  delivered  it  to  the  government? 
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Answer.  No,  sir;  those  provisions  in  tlie  advertisement  are  taken  almost  ver- 
batim ft'ora  my  letter  of  iiisti-uctioaa  from  the  Surgeon  General's  office.  My 
letter  of  inatructions  was  as  follows  : 

"Sdrgeon  General's  OFprcB, 
"  Washing/on  City,  D.  C,  November  S7,  1S63. 
"Doctor;  You  are  instructed  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  furnishing  ice 
for  all  the  United  States  general  hospitals  at  the  west,  those  of  the  divisions  of 
the  MiBsissippi  and  of  the  department  of  the  Gulf,  upon  the  Mississippi  and  its 
iribntaries,  in  such  qiiantities  as  may  be  required  for  the  use  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  during  the  year  1864.  In  all  cases  the  ice  to  he  well  packed  in  prop- 
erly constructed  iee-houses  (previous  to  the  15th  of  April)  at  such  points 
nearest  the  hospitals  as,  upon  consultation  with  medical  disbursing  officers  at 
St.  Louis,  Cairo,  Cincinnati,  Nashville,  Meiaphis,  Vicksburg,  and  elsewhere,  you 
may  consider  most  advantageous. 

'■  The  ice  to  be  delivered  by  actual  weight  of  issues  to  hospitals  by  contrac- 
tors, or  by  inspection  and  measurement  by  the  issuing  officer,  on  the  1st  of  May, 
1864;.  who  will  then  receipt  for  the  actual  contents  of  ice-houses. 

"In  those  few  cases  where  it  may  be  found  necessary  to  contract  for  delivery 
from  barges  daring  the  summer,  you  will  carefully  protect  the  United  States  by 
so  wording  contracts  that  only  the  amount  of  ice  actually  delivered,  as  shown 
by  receipts  of  medical  officers,  will  be  paid  for. 

"  It  is  believed  that  an  immense  saving  can  thus  be  effected  upon  the  expen- 
ditures for  ice  of  past  year,  and  your  attention  is  particularly  directed  to  the 
importance  of  such  a  reduction.     The  reports  of  Medical  Storekeeper  Stevens, 
and  propositions  of  Pairish  &  Co.,  and  of  Alger,  are  enclosed. 
"  Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"O.H.  CRANE, 
"  Surgeon  United  States  Army.. 
"By  order  of  the  Acting  Surgeon  General. 
"  Surgeon  I)  L.  Magrudbr,  U.  S.  A., 

"Medical  Purveyor,  XjoidmiUe,  Ky. 

The  propositions  referred  to  there  were  those  which  bad  nothing  to  do  with 
this  contract. 

Question.  Propositions  made  before  the  advertisement  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  before  there  was  any  advertisement  at  all.  Tlicy  were  sent 
to  me  from  Washington ;  they  bad  nothing  to  do  with  the  bids  at  all. 

Question.  "  In  all  cases  the  ice  to  be  well  packed  and  stored  in  properly  con- 
structed ice-houses,  prior  to  the  15th  of  April,  1864,  at  such  points  nearest  the 
hospitals  as  may  be  designated."     Who  provided  the  ice-houses? 

Answer.  The  contractor. 

Question.  Did  not  the  government  own  ice-houses  at  some  of  these  points  1 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Was  the  price  of  building  the  ice-houses  to  be  a  part  of  the  price 
of  the  ice  1 

Answer.  Of  course  the  contractor  had  to  furnish  the  ice-houses,  and  had  to 
build  them. 

Question.  Then,  as  by  the  terms  of  your  proposals,  an  ice-house  was  to  be 
built  at  every  point  where  it  was  needed.  What  is  meant  by  having  ice  deliv 
ered  from  barges  ? 

Answer.  That  is,  if  it  should  be  found  necessary  to  do  so.  Last  year  ice  was 
taken  to  Vieksburg  and  other  places  on  the  river  in  barges  and  delivered  from 
them.  That  is  what  is  meant  by  that;  but  there  will  probably  be  none  of  that 
this  year. 
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Questinn.  There  ia  no  Btipulation  in  your  advertieemeat  for  propoaak  in  rela- 
tion to  delivery  of  ice  from  barges  1 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  now,  but,  as  it  says  there,  it  may  be  found  necessary 
during  the  summer. 

Question.  There  is  nothing  said  about  it  in  yo«r  proposals  t 

Answer.  I  looked  upon  it  that  that  could  be  advertised  for  afterwards.  I  could 
not  make  a  contract  at  that  time  to  deliver  ice  from  barges  during  the  summer, 
because  I  did  not  then  know  of  any  place  at  which  to  deliver  it.  'We  are  not 
fighting  on  the  Mississippi  now  anything  like  we  were  last  year. 

Question.  That  would  not  be  provided  for  in  aJiy  of  the  bids  which  you 
■would  receive  in  response  to  that  advertisement  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  So  that  without  a  separate,  independent  haigain  it  could  not  come 
into  the  contract  1 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  construed  that  to  be  a  separate  thing  from  the  other, 
according  to  my  instructionB,  that  it  might  be  with  any  other  contractor.  For 
that  reason  I  did  not  embrace  it  in  the  advertisement. 

Question.  Left  it  to  be  made  a  sepai-ate  contract  if  necessary  1 

Answer.  Yea,  sir;  if  it  should  be  needed.  I  did  not  think  we  should  need 
any  smcIj  thing.  Last  year  they  bought  a  great  deal  of  ice,  at  a  high  price, 
during  the  hot  months,  and  took  it  down  in  barges,  and  it  all  melted  before 
they  got  to  use  it. 

Question,  Oan  you  furnish  to  us,  or  infoi-m  us  where  we  can  obtain,  the  cor- 
respondence between  you  and  the  Surgeon  General  in  relation  to  this  contract; 
also  copies  of  the  proposals  received  by  you  in  response  to  this  advertisement, 
and  a  copy  of  the  contract  as  made  by  you  1 

Answer.  I  sent  all  those  things  to  the  Secretary  of  War  from  Louisville; 
everything,  I  believe,  that  I  had  in  my  possession  in  connexion  with  that  mat- 
ter. I  kept  copies  of  all  but  the  bids,  and  they  are  now  on  file  in  my  office 
in  Louisville.  But  they  are  all  on  file  in  the  Surgeon  General's  oiEce,  and  tlie 
office  of  Assistaut  Secretary  Dana. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  time  uanally  allowed  in  adver- 
tisements for  ice  in  so  large  quantities  as  this  calls  for  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  not.  As  I  have  already  told  you,  I  was  ignorant 
on  the  subject  of  ice;  it  was  a  matter  altogether  foreign  to  my  buaineaa. 

Question.  Do  yoa  know  what  the  contract  you  made  with  Parrish  &  Co. 
wonld  probably  amount  to  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  that  was  one  difficulty;  I  could  get  no  data,  I  had  to 
issue  that  proposal,  although  I  did  not  know  what  each  hospital  would  want. 
A  circular  has  been  sent  out  now,  the  responses  to  which  wiO  fix  the  amount 
needed  for  each  hospital.  By  them  I  can  ascei'tain  the  number  of  bids  in  each 
hospital  J  and  north  of  a  certain  latitude  a  half  a  pound  a  day,  and  south  of  it 
a  pound  a  day  of  ice  is  allowed  to  each  man.  That  is  a  circular  letter  which 
has  been  addressed  to  me  since  I  have  been  here.  Before  I  came  away  I  had 
not  received  letters  from  all  the  general  hospitals,  although  I  had  addressed 
circular  letters  to  them  noting  the  quantity  of  ice  they  would  need  for  the  com- 
ing year. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  any  proposals  in  response  to  this  advertisement 
of  the  20th  of  December  1 

Answer.  I  think  there  were  two  which  came  in  afterwards,  which  I  forwarded 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  am  certain  there  was  one;  it  was  a;  bid  to  supply 
ail  the  ports  north  of  the  Ohio  for  $16  a  ton,  while  the  bid  of  Parrish  &  Co. 
was  810  a  ton. 

Question.  Can  you  toll  whether,  under  the  terms  of  the  Chicago  lee  Co., 
the  ice  is  to  be  taken  after  it  has  been  delivered  into  the  ice-houses,  or  whether 
it  is  to  be  taken  as  weighed  out  at  the  hospitals  ? 
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Auswcv.  I  think  it  ie  to  bo  taken  by  tbe  load,  and  receiptpd  for  out  of  their 
ears.    They  deliver  at  some  places  by  cars,    I  think  that  is  the  way;  however, 
that  is  on  file.     I  did  not  tax  my  memory  with  it,  but  sent  all  the  papers  to 
Mr.  Sana's  office. 
By  Mr.  Loan : 

Question.  At  what  time  on  the  northern  and  northwestern  waters  is  ice 
usually  gath      d  an  1     cured  * 

Anaw  I  am  n !  the  impression  that  it  is  dming  the  latter  part  of  De- 
cember a  d  tl  e^ily  part  of  January.  I  have  lived  up  on  the  Upper 
Miasisa  pp  and  tl  at  s  the  time  we  always  gathered  oui  ice  there.  I  used  to 
have  cha  ^e  f  a  Losp  tal  there,  and  they  usually  allowed  me  to  snperintend 
the  cut  n      t    I  and  putting  it  away,  as  the  principal  portion  of  it  was 

intended  t      the       L    f  the  garrison  j  and  we  always  cut  the  best  ice  at  that 
time. 

Question.  Where  were  yon  stationed. then  ? 

Answer.  I  was  at  Fort  Pierre  Chotean  and  at  Fort  Randall  for  nearly  six 
yeai-s.  From  the  lat  to  the  lOth  of  Januaiy  was  the  time  when  we  cnt  the  best 
ice  ;  for  in  the  latter  part  of  January  aad  in  February  we  had  a  thaw  which 
made  the  ice  porous. 

Question.  At  what  points  must  ice  necessarily  be  procnred  for  the  snpply  of 
all  places  north  of  Cairo  ? 

Answer.  Yon  can  get  good  merchantable  iee  north  of  Quincy. 

Question.  Procured  from  the  waters  that  empty  into  the  Mississippi  ? 

Answer.  From  the  tributaries  of  the  Mississippi;  yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  advertising  for  this  ice,  did  you  take  into  consideration  the 
security  of  procuring  the  necessary  means  to  obtain  so  large  a  supply  of  ice, 
and  was  that  one  of  the  reasons  that  induced  you  to  fix  the  time  of  receiving 
the  bids  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible  ? 

Answer.  That  is  the  vei-y  reason  which  I  stated  in  my  letter  to  the '  Surgeon 
General;  that  the  man  who  should  take  so  lai-ge  a  contract  as  that  must  have 
a  great  many  hands  in  his  employ,  must  have  the  means  to  cut  his  ice,  and 
must  get  tbe  barges  to  ship  it  in. 

Question.  Is  the  period  for  gathering  the  crop  of  ice  a  limited  one  ! 

Answer.  I  think  merchantable  ice  is  obtained  from  about  the  20th  of  De- 
cember to  the  ISth  or  15th,  perhaps  the  20th  of  January. 

Question.  It  ought  to  be  received  during  that  time  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Question.  Were  you  instructed  to  let  the  contract  for  ail  the  points  to  one 
man,  or  were  yon  to  make  several  contracts  ? 

Answer.  I  construed  it  to  mean  the  beat  contract  for  all  the  points. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  special  bids  fur  each  point  "i 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  received  bids  for  each  point. 

Question,  Were  the  points  designated  and  known  at  the  time  the  bids  were 
put  in  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  bids  mentioned  them.  There  were  three  bids  from 
St.  Louis  firms;  they  all  designated  in  their  bids  the  different  points — St. 
Louis,  Memphis,  Nashville,  Louisville,  &c.;  some  of  them  designated  more 
and  some  leas  places.     I  think  there  were  three  bids  for  New  Orleans. 

Question.  Separate  bids  ? 

Answei".  Yes,  sir;  of  three  firms;  but  the  bid  of  Parrish  &  Co.  was  the 
only  one  at  $25  a  ton. 

Question.  Do  yon  remember  whether  there  were  separate  bids  put  in  for 
each  of  these  places  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  were  only  eleven  bids  in  all. 

(Question.  And  how  many  points  were  to  be  supplied  ?  ^ 

tlose.bX-OOglC 


56  ICE   COSTRACTS. 

Answer.  I  think  there  were  some  24  points  in  all  to  be  supplied. 

Question.  How  many  of  these  bids  covered  the  supply  of  all  the  points  ? 

Answer.  No  one  covered  them  all  except  that  of  Parrish  &  Oo. 

Question.  There  were  three  bids  for  supplying  New  Orleans  1 

Answer.  I  think  so;  two  others,  besides  Mr.  Parrish,  from  St.  Louis. 

Question.  Mr.  Parrish  put  in  a  bid  to  supply  all  the  points  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  including  New  Orleans. 

Question.  He  m^de  no  separate  hid  for  New  Orleans,  independent  of  his 
general  hid  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  the  other  parties  make  separate  hide  for  New  Orkans  ? 

Answer.  Ho,  sir;  they  included  other  points. 

Question.  What  other  points  t 

Answer.  Yickaburg,  Memphis,  Nashville,  Louisville,  St.  Louis,  and  other 
places. 

Question.  Was  there  any  special  bid  for  any  individual  place,  separate  and 
apart  from  the  others?  For  instance,  did  any  one  put  in  just  one  bid  for  New 
Orleans,  or  for  any  other  one  place  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  nobody. 

Question.  All  the  hids  included  the  furnishing  ice  to  more  than  one  point  1 

Answer.  There  may  have  been  one  bid  for  supplying  Louisville. 

Question.  Do  yow  remember  any  other  for  any  other  point? 

AiKwer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 
By  Mr.  Gooch : 

Qnestion.  Did  not  the  bidders  specify  the  prices  at  which  they  would  deliver 
ice  at  each  particular  point  ? 

Answer,  Tes,  sir;  all  specified  the  prices  at  each  point. 

Question.  Then  if  you  felt  boand,  as  I  think  you  say  you  did,  to  give  the 
contract  to  the  man  who  was  the  lowest  bidder  for  all  ttie  points,  and  Pai'rish  & 
Oo.  being  the  only  bidder  for  all  the  points,  the  contract  went  to  them  without 
any  competition? 

Answer.  You  might  construe  it  in  that  way.  But  I  gave  it  to  them  as  the 
most  comprehensive  bidder,  and  thought  I  was  doiog  tie  best  for  the  govern- 
ment. As  he  was  the  lowMt  bidder  for  nearly  all  the  points,  and  the  moat  com- 
prehensive one,  I  awarded  it  to  him,  subject,  of  course,  to  the  approval  of  my 
chief.     In  my  letter  enclosing  the  contract  to  him  I  specifically  stated  that. 

Question.  Had  there  been  a  bid  to  supply  New  Orleans  for  $20  a  tou,  Mr. 
Parrish's  bid  being  for  $26  a  ton,  would  you  have  felt  bound,  under  yoar  in- 
structions, to  have  awai-ded  the  contract  to  him? 

Answer.  There  was  no  bid  of  that  kind. 

Question.  But  there  were  other  points  for  which  there  were  bids  lower  than 
the  one  of  Mr.  Parrish. 

Answer.  I  construed  it  that  I  was  to  award  the  contract  to  the  beat  bidder — 
that  is,  the  moat  comprehensive  one — the  one  under  which  I  conld  do  the  best 
for  the  government. 

Question.  The  most  comprehensive  bid,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case, 
would  he  the  one  that  covered  all  the  pointa  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  did  not  the  fact  that  there  were  bids  for  particular  points,  not 
including  all  the  points,  show  that  they  did  not  understand  that  the  man  who 
hid  honestly  for  all  the  points  in  the  aggregate  was  to  receive  the  contract,  and 
did  understand  that  the  honest  bidder  for  each  particular  point  was  to  receive 
the  contract  for  that  point? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  they  understood  I  think  T  should  have  re- 
ferred particular  bids  to  Washington,  as  I  did  the  other  bids.     New  Orleans  is 
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very  far  Dut  of  my  proTince.  There  is  a  regular  medical  purveyor  at  New  Or- 
leans whom  I  do  not  sup^ply  with  anything.  I  do  not  know  where  he  gets  his 
supplies.  However,  tlie  department  of  the  Gulf  is  embraced  in  my  ins  tractions. 
By  Mr.  Odell: 

Question.  You  did  not  feel  that  you  had  authority,  without  reference  and 
further  inetructiona,  to  accept  a  bid  at  $20  a  ton  for  .New  Orleans  alone? 

Answer.  I  caa  tell  what  I  did.  In  the  first  place  I  sent  aJl  the  bids  to  Wash- 
ington. I  did  not  want  to  make  the  contract,  because  it  was  something  foreign 
to  my  duties,  and  I  knew  there  would  be  trouble  about  it,  and  I  did  not  wish 
to  have  myself  involved  in  it  in  any  way.  I  did  the  best  I  could,  as  I  thought, 
for  the  government. 

Question."  But  wei-e  you  competent,  under  your  instructions,  to  have  received 
a  bid  proposing  to  supply  New  Orleans  alone  at  a  lower  price  than  Mr,  Par- 
risb's  bid,  which  covei-ed  the  whole,  and  to  have  awarded  the  contract  for  New 
Orleans  on  that  bid? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  would  have  awarded  the  contract ;  I  think 
it  probable  I  should  not  have  done  it;  I  should  most  likely  have  sent  it  on  to 
Washington.  All  the  bids  were  before  the  solicitor  of  the  War  Department 
and  Assistant  Secretary  Dana;  and,  as  I  have  understood,  they  have  drawn  up 
a  new  contract  with  Parrish  &  Co.,  the  wording  I  used  having  been  changed, 
because  I  did  not  put  in  the  legal  technicalities.  But  the  contract  is  for  the 
same  amoant,  and  covers  the  same  grounds  that  mine  did,  I  understand.  That 
new  contract  was  sent  out  to  me  for  siguature;  but  I  have  not  yet  signed  it, 
because,  before  it  got  there,  I  was  called  hei-e  for  this  court-martial ;  and  since 
then,  I  understand,  there  has  been  a  telegram  sent  out  there  to  stop  my  signiug 
it;  why,  I  do  not  know.  But  I  shall  have  nothing  to  do  with  ice  until  I  get 
further  instructions,  which  I  hope  I  shall  not  get. 


Testimony  of  Hon.  John  A.  Bingham. 

Washington,  Fehrwary  16,  1864. 

lion,  John  A.  Binuiiam  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  chairman : 

Question.  The  committee  have  called  you  here  in  reference  to  a  certain  order 
from  the  Surgeon  General's  department  relating  to  the  purchase  of  hospital  sup- 
plies from  the  Sanitary  Commission. 

Answer.  I  will  state  to  the  committee  that  I  understood  the  memorandum 
shown  me  by  the  Sergeaut-at  arms  to  ask  me  to  bring  with  me  a  duces  tecum 
issued  to  Dr.  B.  0.  Abbott.  I  have  not  that  in  my  possession  or  control  at  all; 
but  I  am  free  to  state  to  the  committee  that  in  the  prfecipe  for  a  suhpcena  for 
Mr.  Abbott,  who,  I  understand,  has  some  control  at  least  over  the  hospitals  in 
and  about  Washington  city — in  that  pifecipe  I  prayed  the  Adjutant  General  to 
issue  a  subptena  duces  tecum  to  Abbott  to  bring  all  orders  issued  by  him  during 
the  month  of  June,  1863,  directing  supplies  for  the  hospitals  to  bo  purchased  of 
the  Sanitary  Commission. 

Question.  Has  that  been  returned  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  yet  advised  that  it  has  been  returned,  nor  have  I  seen  it. 
My  orderly  has  said  that  it  has  been  served,  but  I  have  not  seen  the  writ,  and 
do  not  know. 

Question,  Has  any  order  from  the  Surgeon  General  to  Dr.  Abbott,  directing 
him  to  purchase  chickens,  egga,  butter,  aiid  such  things,  from  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mission, come  into  your  poBseseiou  J 

I  Google 


58  ICE    CONTEACTS. 

Answer.  Nothing  has  come  into  my  possession  except  wliat  purporfa  to  be,  a 
copy  of  a  circnl at- issued  in  Jure,  1863,  by  Abbott,  which  circular,  among  other 
things,  directs  the  persona  to  whom  it  is  addressed  to  purchase  eggs,  poulti-y, 
&c„  of  the  Sanitary  Commisaiou ;  directing  on  what  days,  and  at  what  pkcee, 
in  or  about  Washington,  to  apply  for  the  same.  The  circular  concludes  with 
the  statement  that  the  Surgeon  General  directs  that  the  purchase  of  those  articles 
shall  be  made  only  from  the  Sanitaiy  Ooramission,  or  words  to  that  effect.  That 
is  all  the  information  I  have  on  that  subject, 

I  will  state  that,  in  order  to  make  my  answer  more  complete,  I  will,  when  I 
return  to  my  room,  abstract  the  exact  language  of  that  circular,  in  so  far  as  it 
refers  to  the  Surgeon  General  and  the  supply  of  those  articles,  and  send  it  to 
the  comm.it;t«e. 

Titat  is  all  the  information  I  have  on  that  subject,  except  the  hearsay  which 
informed  me  of  the  fact  that  there  was  such  a  circular,  which,  of  course,  was 
sought  by  myself  and  received  confidentially. 

Question.  Have  you  any  evidence  of  what  has  been  done  under  that  order  ? 

Answer,  Not  as  yet ;  the  witness  has  not  appeared  in  court.  [The  court- 
mai-tial  in  the  case  of  Surgeon  General  Hammond,  of  which  the  witness  is  the 
judge  advocate.] 

Question.  Can  yon  give  us  the  names  of  witnesses  who  are  supposed  to  know 
anything  about  the  proceedings  nndcr  that  order  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  able  now  to  do  so,  because  I  did  not  push  my  inijuiry 
further  than  to  ascertain  who  it  was  who  issued  the  circular,  in  order  to  reach 
him  and  make  him  tell  me. 

Question.  From  whom  did  tlie  circular  purport  to  emanate  1 

Answer.  From  R.  0.  Abbott. 

Question.  Addressed  to  whom  t 

.  Answer.  It  did  not  name  any  person,  but  seems  to  be  a  circulai- ;  it  is  headed 
"  circular." 

By  Mr.  Gooch : 
Question,  A  printed  circular  t 
Answer.  The  copy  I  have  is  not  printed. 

By  the  chairman  : 
Question.  You  have  not  the  original  cii'cular  1 

Answer.  No,  air;  that  is  what  I  have  ordered  Abbott  to  bring  into  court. 
He  has  not  answered  yet;  he  will  to-moi-row,  I  suppose. 

Subsec[ueiitly  the  witness  forwarded  the  following  papers  to  the  committee  : 
[Circular.] 

Medical  D[bectok's  Office, 

Waskmgton,  June  23,  J863. 

Sir  :  On  and  after  Friday  next  the  Sanitary  Commission  will  be  prepared 
to  furnish  the  hospital  under  your  charge,  at  coat  prices,  with  mutton,  poultiy, 
mOk,  butter,  eggs,  vegetables,  dried  fruits,  &c.,  &c. 

These  supplies  will  be  delivered  from  the  store-house  of  the  Express  Com- 
pany, New  Jersey  avenue,  opposite  front  of  passenger  station  Baltimore  rail- 
road, at  any  time  between  sunrise  and  11  a.  m.  You  will  accordingly  send 
your  hospital  wagon  to  this  point  with  the  order  for  delivery  of  such  articles  as 
you  may  require — (see  enclosed  form) — signed  by  yourself. 

The  amount  to  be  received  on  Friday  and  Saturday  will  be  the  amount 
stated  in  your  reply  to  the  circular  of  June  9,  from  this  office,  as  then  i-equired 
for  the  use  of  your  hospital. 
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The  anionnt  required  for  Sumilay  will  be  ordered  on  Friday  morning,  and 
tlifireafter  orders  for  supplies  will  always  be  given  two  days  in  advance  of  the 
time  the  supplies  are  needed. 

The  Surgeon  General  directs  that  the  purchase  of  such  Siiipplies  will  be  made 
from  no  other  source  except  in  cases  of  emergency. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  0.  ABBOTT, 
Surgeon  U.  S.  A.,  Medical  Director,  Dep't  Washington. 


Copy  of  form,  referred  to  in  the 
The  Sanitary  Commission  is  requested  to  pnieltaae  the  following  supplies 

or hospital,  to  be  delivered  at  Adams'  Expi-eas  Company's  office,  comer 

^ew  Jersey  avenue  and  0  street,  WasMngt-on,  next day 1863. 


Articles. 
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do 
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biisiiels 
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do 
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,  1 

03, 

Surgeon  General's  Office, 

Wanhingtim  Cily,  D.  C,  February  8,  1864. 
Sir  l  In  conformity  to  the  request  of  the  ''  Joint  Committee  on  the  Conduct 
and  Expenditures  of  the  War,"  forwarded  by  you  on  the  5tli  instant,  I  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  all  the  contracts  made  by  this  depart- 
ment for  ice  since  tlie  l8t  of  January,  1862. 

Very  respectftiDy,  your  obedient  sei'vant, 

JOS,  K.  BARNES, 

Acting  Surgeon  General. 
Hon.  Eowi.v  M,  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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[Cicuulat  letter.] 

SuBOEON  Gbneral's  Offick, 

Was}iington,  D.  C,  February  6,  1864. 
Ice  provided  from  the  appropriation  for  the  medical  department  is  exclu- 
sively for  the  use  of  the  sick  in  general  and  post  hospitala,  and  will  not,  under 
any  circumstaneea,  be  issued,  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  to  officers  or  soldiers 
not  actually  under  treatment  in  them.  The  moat  rigid  economy  must  be  ob- 
served in  the  issue  and  use  of  ice  so  supplied.  Isauea  to  hospitals  will  be 
made  upon  the  estimate  of  one  pound  daily,  per  patient,  at  Washington  and 
points  south  of  it ;  half  a  pound  daily,  per  patient,  at  all  points  north  of  Wash- 
ington, which,  with  proper  care,  will  be  fouud  an  ample  allowance.  Medical 
directors  will  give  such  orders  as  will  insure  compliance  with  these  instruc- 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
By  order  of  the  Acting  Surgeon  General, 

C.  H.  OKANK,  Burgeon  U.  S.  Army. 


Articles  of  agreement  made  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred 

and  sixty-three,  between  Henry  Johnson,  medical  storekeeper  United  States 

army,  and  acting  medical  purveyor,  Washington,  D.  0.,  of  the  one  part,  and 

A.  Triicy  Edgerton,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  State  of  New  York,  of  the 

other  part, 

Witnesaeth ;  That  the  said  Henry  Johnson,  medical  storekeeper  United 
States  army,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  Unitud  States  of  America,  and  the  said 
A,  Tracy  Edgerton,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  have 
mutually  agreed,  and  by  these  pi-esents  do  mutually  covenant  and  agree,  to  and 
with  each  other,  iu  the  manner  following,  viz: 

First.  That  the  said  A.  Tracy  Edgerton  shall  deliver  at  Hilton  Head,  South 
Carolina,  Newbem,  North  Carolina,  and  Fortress  Monroe,  Virginia,  the  whole 
amount  of  ice  required  to  be  consumed  at  each  respective  point  and  vicinity. 

Ice  to  he  in  quality  A  No.  1,  gathered  in  Maine,  and  delivered  at  two  thou- 
sand (S,O00)  pounds  to  the  ton. 

Second.  That  for  each  and  eveiy  ton  delivered  at  Hilton  Head,  South  Carolina, 
and  accepted  by  the  medical  officer  in  charge,  the  said  A.  Tracy  Edgerton  shall 
receive  the  sum  of  $11. 

Third.  That  for  each  and  every  ton  of  ice  delivered  at  Newbern,  North  Caro- 
lina, and  accepted  by  the  medical  offtcer  in  charge,  the  said  A.  Tracy  Edgerton 
shall  receive  the  sum  often  dollars  and  fifty  cents  ($10  50.) 

Fourth.  That  for  each  and  every  ton  of  ice  delivered  at  Fortress  Monree, 
Virginia,  and  accepted  by  the  medical  officer  in  charge,  the  said  A.  Tracy 
Edgerton  shall  receive  the  sum  of  eigbt  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents  {$8  T.*].) 

Fifth.  Ail  the  ice  deliiered  under  this  contract  to  be  subject  to  the  inspection 
and  approval  of  the  medical  o£B.cer  in  charge  of  the  post  where  it  is  delivered, 
and  such  as  does  not  conform  to  the  specifications  set  forth  in  this  contract  shall 


Sixth.  That  payment  shall  be  made  from  time  to  time  upon  receipted  bills  of 
lading,  and  duplicate  accounts  certified  to  by  the  medical  officer  in  charge  of 
the  post  where  it  is  delivered. 

Seventh.  No  member  of  Congress  sball  be  admitted  to  any  share  herein,  or 
any  benefits  to  arise  therefrom. 

Eighth.  It  is  fttrther  agreed  that  the  said  A.  Tracy  Edgerton  will  allow  three 
■working  days  for  discharging  each  cargo  at  either  one  of  the  points  before  meu- 

k:e.l„  Google 


ICE   CONTRACTS.  61 

tinnetl,  without  extra  charge ;  after  that  time,  demurrage  to  be  allowed  by  the  said 

Henry  Jnlmson,  medical  storekeeper  United  States  army  as  per  charter-party 

of  the  vessel  or  bill  of  lading. 

la  witness  whereof,  the  undersigned  have  hereunto  placed  their  hands  and 

seals  the  day  aud  date  above  written. 

UKNRY  JOHNSON.  [skal.] 

A.  TKACY  EDG-liRTON".     [seal,] 


SuRfiKON  General's  Offick,  February,  IS64. 
A  tnie  copy  from  the  records. 

"W.  C.  SPENCER, 
Assistant  Surgeon  United  States  Army. 

Articles  of  agreement  made  this  fifth  day  of  March,  1SC3,  between  Henry  John- 
son, medical  storekeeper  United  States  army,  and  acting  medical  purveyor, 
Washington,  D.  0.,  on  the  one  part,  and  Joseph  W.  Partish  and  William  S. 
Huse,  comprising  the  firm  of  Josi'ph  W.  Parrish  &  Co.,  of  the  city  of  St.  Lonia, 
State  of  Missouri,  of  the  other  part, 
Witneaseth :  That  the  said  Henry  Johnson,  medical  storekeeper  United  States 

army,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the  said  Joseph 

Pardah  and  William  S.  Huse,  comprising  ibe  firm  of  J.  W.  Parrish  &  Co.,  for 

themselves,  their  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  have  mutnally  agreed,  and 

by  these  presents  do  mutually  covenant  and  agree,  to  and  with  each  other,  in 

the  manner  following,  viz ; 

First.  That  the  said  J.  W.  Parrish  &  Co.  shall  deliver  at  Memphis;  Tea- 

nesaee,  Nashville,  Teaneaaee,  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  Cairo,  Illinois,  the  whole 

amount  of  ice  requu-ed  to  be  consumed  at  each  respective  point  and  vicinity 

during  the  remainder  of  the  year  1863.     Ice  to  be  in  quality  A  No.  1,  and 

delivered  at  two  thousand  (3,000)  pounds  to  the  ton. 

Second.  That  for  each  and  every  ton  of  ice  delivered  at  Nashville,  Tennessee, 

and  accepted  by  the  medical  officer  in  charge,  the  said  J.  W.  Parrish  &  Co.  shall 

receive  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars  ($ii5.) 

Third.  That  for  each  and  every  ton  of  ice  delivered  at  St,  Louie,  Missouri, 

and  accepted  by  the  medical  ofiicer  in  charge,  the  said  J.  W,  Parrish  &  Co.  shall 

receive  the  sum  of  sixteen  dollars  ($16.) 

Fourth.  That  for  each  and  every  ton  of  ice  delivered  at  Cairo,  Illinois,  and 

accepted  by  the  medical  officer  in  charge,  the  said  J.  W.  Parriah  &  Co.  shall 

receive  the  aum  of  twenty  doUars  (#20  ) 

Fifth.  That  for  each  and  every  ton  of  ice  delivered  at  Memphis,  Tennessee, 

and  accepted  by  the  medical  officer  in  charge,  the  said  J.  W,  Parriah  &  Co.  shall 

receive  the  aum  of  twenty  dollars  ($20.) 

Sixth.  All  the  ice  delivered  nnder  this  contract  to  be  subject  to  the  inspection 

and  approval  of  the  medical  officer  in  charge  of  the  post  where  it  is  delivered, 

iiiid  such  as  does  not  conform  to  the  specifications  aet  foi-th  in  this  contract  shall 

be  rejected. 

Seventh.  That  payment  shall  be  made  from  time  to  time  upon  receipted  bills 

of  lading,  and  duplicate  accounts  certified  to  by  the  medical  officer  in  charge  of 

the  post  where  it  is  delivered. 

Eighth.  No  member  of  Congress  shall  be  admitted  to  any  share  herein  or  any 

benefit  to  arise  therefrom. 

Ninth.  It  is  further  agreed  that  the  said  J.  W,  Parriah  &  Co.  will  allow  three 
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(3)  working  daya  for  discharging  each  cargo  at  either  one  of  the  points  before 
mentioned ;  after  that  time  demurrage  to  be  allowed  by  the  said  Henry  Johii- 
Bon,  medical  storekeeper  United  States  army,  as  per  chatter-party  or  bill  of 
lading  of  the  vessel. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  undersigned  have  hereunto  placed  their  Lands  and 
seals  the  day  and  date  above  written. 

HENRT  JOHNSON,  [seal.] 

Medical  Storekeeper  U.  S.  A.,  Act'g  Med.  Purveyor. 
J.  W.  PARRISH  &  CO.        [seal,] 
■Witnesses ; 

R.  A.  Payab. 
Fkank  L.  Sladk. 

SuHnKON  General's  Office,  February,  1864. 
A  true  copy  from  the  records. 

W.  0.  SPENCER, 
Assistant  Surgeon  United  Slates  Army. 


Articles  of  agreement  made  tliis  sixth  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
sisty-three.    between    Henry  Johnson,  medical  storekeeper  United  States 
ai-my,  and  acting  medical  pm-veyor,  Washington,  D.  C,  of  the  one  part,  and 
J.  0.  Tiffany,  ciiy  of  New  York,  State  of  New  York,  of  the  other  part, 
WitmesBeth:    That  the  nail  Henry  Johnson    medical  storekeepci   United 
States  army,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  Un  ted  btatea  of  Ameiicd  and  the  said 
J.  0.  Tiliany,  for  himself  his  heirs  executors  and   idmmistrators    have  mu- 
tually agreed,  and  by  these  presents  do  mutually  covenant  and  agiep  to  and 
■with  each  other,  in  the  manner  follow  mg  viz 

Speeifii:ation. — That  the  said  J  C  Pifiany  shdll  delivei  at  New  Oideans, 
La.,  Peusacola,  Fla.,  and  Washington  D  {j„  the  whole  quantity  ot  ice  required 
to  be  consumed  at  each  respective  point  and  viemity  durmg  the  remainder  of 
the  year  eighteea  hundred  and  sixty-three  (1863;)  ice  to  be  in  quality  A  No, 
1,  and  delivered  at  two  thousand  (2,000)  pounds  to  the  ton;  to  be  well  stored  in 
the  vessels  at  the  point  of  shipment,  according  to  the  most  approved  method, 
and  subject  while  stowing  to  the  inspection  of  an  agent  of  this  department. 

First.  That  for  each  and  every  ton  i>f  ice  delivered  at  New  Orleans,  Lou- 
isiana, and  accepted  by  the  medical  officer  in  chaise,  the  said  J.  C.  Tiffany 
shall  receive  the  sum  of  twenty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  ($22  50.) 

Second.  'J'hat  for  each  and  every  ton  of  ice  delivered  at  Pensacola,  Florida, 
and  accepted  by  the  medical  officer  in  charge,  the  said  J.  C.  Tiffany  shall  re- 
ceive the  sum  of  twenty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  {S32  50.) 

Third.  That  for  each  and  every  ton  of  ice  delivered  at  Washington,  District 
of  Columbia,  and  accepted  by  the  metlical  officer  ia  charge,  the  said  J.  C.  Tif- 
fany shall  receive  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  and  fift;y  cents  ($10  50.) 

Fourth.  All  the  ice  delivered  under  this  contract  to  be  received  and  paid  for 
as  per  bill  of  lading,  fifteen  (15)  per  cent,  being  deducted  from  the  face  of  bill 
of  lading  for  wastage  on  ice  delivered  at  Pensacola,  Florida,  and  New  Oilcans, 
Louisiana,  and  ten  (10)  per  cent,  deducted  on  ice  delivered  at  Washington,  Dis- 
trict ef  Columbia. 

Fifth  Bill  of  lading  of  esieh  cargn  of  ice  to  be  sworn  to  before  United  States 
district  attorney,  clerk  of  the  district  court,  or  notary  public,  at  the  point  of  ship- 
ment, by  the  said  J.  0.  Tiffany  and  the  captain  of  the  vessel. 

Sixth  All  the  ice  dehvi-red  under  this  contract  to  be  subject  to  the  inspec- 
tion and  ipproval  of  the  medical  officer  in  charge  of  the  post  where  it  is  deliv- 
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ered,  and  sueli  RS  does  not  conform  to  the  specifications  set  fortli  in  tliia  con- 
tact sliall  he  rejected. 

Seventh.  That  payment  shall  be  made  from  time  to  time  upon  receipted  bills 
of  lading  and  duplicate  accounts  certified  to  by  the  medical  officer  in  charge  of 
the  post  where  it  is  delivered. 

Eighth.  It  is  further  agreed  that  the  said  J.  C.  Tiffany  will  hnild  ice-houses 
oil  the  plan  herewith  attached,  (provided  they  shall  be  wanted,)  charging  there- 
for two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  [$2  50)  per  ton  according  to  the  tonnage  of  the 
bouse  if  built  at  Pensacola,  I'lorida,  or  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  and  one  dollar 
and  fifty  cents  ($1  50)  per  ton  according  to  the  tonnage  if  hniltat  Washingtou, 
District  of  Columbia,  the  United  States  famishing  the  ground  i! 


ice  in  the  said  ice-houses 

Washington,  District  of 

[red  at  such  hospitals,  and 


Ninth,  And  the  said  J.  C.  Tifiany  shall  store  the  ii 
and  deliver  therefrom  daily  at  the  vai'ions  hospitals  ii 
Columbia,  and  vicinity,  the  daily  amount  of  ice  requi 
shall  receive  therefor  fifty  cents  per  ton  additional  for  each  and  t 
stored  and  delivered.  The  ice  to  be  well  stored  in  the  ice-houses  according  to 
the  most  approved  method,  subject  at  all  times  to  the  inspection  of  aa  agent  of 
this  depai'tment. 

Tenth.  No  demurrage  to  be  allowed  for  any  detention  of  vessels  delivering 
ice  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia. 

Eleventh.  No  member  of  Congress  shall  be  admitted  to  any  share  herein,  or 
any  benefit  to  arise  therefrom. 

Twelfth,  And  it  is  further  agreed  that  the  said  J.  C.  Tifiany  will  allow  five 
(5)  worliing  days  for  discharging  cargo  at  Pensacola,  Florida,  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana ;  after  that  time  demurrage  to  be  allowed  by  tlie  said  Henry  John- 
son, medical  storekeeper,  as  per  charter-party  and  bill  of  lading  of  the  vessel. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  undersigned  have  hereunto  placed  their  hand  and 
seals  the  day  and  date  above  written. 

HENRY  JOHNSON,  [seal.] 

Medical  i-torelceejtur  U.  S.  A.,  Acfg  Med.  Purveyor. 
J.  0.  TIFFANY.  [SEAL.] 

Witness : 

RoBBRT  H.  Payne. 
Fhank  L.  Slabe. 

SuRBiiio.v  Gb.vebal's  Opfioe,  February  8,  1864. 
A  true  copy  from  the  records. 

W.  C.  SPENCER, 
Assistant  Surgeon  United  States  Army, 


This  contract  entered  into  this  third  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
three,  betwet-n  J.  T.  Head,  surgeon  United  States  army,  an  officer  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  of  America,  of  the  one  part,  and  Jarrett  Goa- 
nell  and  Samuel  G.  Scott,  both  of  Louisville,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  of  the 
other  part, 

Witncseth  ;  That  the  said  Sui^eon  J.  T.  Head,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the 
United  Stales  of  America,  and  the  said  J.  Gosnel!  and  Samuel  0.  Scott,  for 
themselves,  their  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  have  mutually  agreed,  and 
by  these  presents  do  mutually  covenant  and  agree,  to  and  with  each  other,  as 
follows,  viz  1 

That  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  shall  deliver,  properly  packed  in  such 
ice-houses  at  Louisville  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  said  Surgeon  J.  T.  Head, 
United  States  army,  five  hundred  tons  of  good,  firm,  clear  ioc,  on  or  before  the 
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fifteentli  day  of  May,  1S63,  the  nuavoidable  casualties  of  navigation  only  ex- 
cepted. 

That  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  shall  pay  or  cause  to  ha  paid  to  the  aaid 
patty  of  the  Becond  part  fifteen  dollars  for  each  and  every  ton  of  two  thooaand 
pounds  of  ice  so  delivered,  the  weight  to  be  determined  by  water-gauge  at  Louis- 
ville :  provided,  if  the  necessary  baizes  for  the  conveyance  of  said  ice  from 
Beaver,  Pennsylvania,  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  shall  be  furnished  by  the  United 
States  of  America,  then  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  shall  refund  tUe  hive 
of  said  barges  to  an  amount  not  to  exceed  two  dollars  for  each  and  every  ton 
of  ice  BO  delivered.  That  in  case  of  failure  or  deficiency  in  quantity  or  quality 
of  the  ice  stipulated  to  be  delivered,  then  the  said  Surgeon  J.  T.  Head,  United 
States  army,  or  the  medical  director,  shall  have  power  to  supply  the  deficiency 
by  purchase,  and  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  shall  pay  the  cost. 

No  member  of  Congress  shall  be  admitted  to  any  share  herein,  or  any  bene- 
fits to  arise  therefrom. 

(The  words  "  at  Louisville"  interlined  before  signing.) 

J.  T.  HEAD,  [seal.] 

Surgeon.  United  States  Army. 
JAERETT  GOSNBLL.      [seal.] 
SAMUEL  0.  SOOTT.        [seal.] 
Signed,  sealed,  a.nd  delivered,  in  presence  of — 
Elijah  Glasscoke. 
Sam'l  L.  Ewing. 

Surgeon  Genekal's  Offil.k,  Fahruary,  1864. 
A  true  copy  from  the  records. 

W.  C.  SPENCER, 
Assistant  Surgeon  United  States  Army. 

[Proposal] 
CHICAGO    iCB    COMPANY    TO    UNITED    STATES. 

We  will  deliver  on  board  cars  at  any  railroad  depot  in  that  city,  ice  paeked 
as  hereinafter  described,  in  any  quantity  as  may  be  required  of  us  not  to  ex- 
ceed in  all  four  thousand  tons,  we  to  receive  pay  for  lie  same  at  the  rate  of 
five  dollars  per  ton  weighed  hei-e,  payable  monthly  at  Chicago:  Or  we  will 
deliver  said  ice  ov  any  part  thereof,  packed  as  hereinafter  described,  at  any  of 
the  following  named  places,  via:  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  New  Alhacy,  Indiana; 
Cairo,  Illinois ;  East  St.  Louis,  Illinois ;  we  to  receive  pay  for  the  same  at  the 
following  rates,  viz :  |10  60  (ten  and  a  half  dollars)  per  ton  for  full  car-loads  of 
ten  tons,  weight  at  Chicago ;  $14  (fourteen  dollars)  per  ton  for  shipments  of 
less  than  ten  tons  and  over  two  tons,  weight  at  Chicago ;  $n  (seventeen  dol- 
lars) per  ton,  for  shipments  of  less  than  two  tons,  weight  at  Chicago.  (Mem- 
orandum.— The  inci-eaae  of  price  in  the  last  two  stipulations  is  occasioned  by 
difference  in  freight  charged  by  raili-oacl.)  It  being  understood  that  we  are  to 
receive  pay  for  ail  ice  delivered  by  us  at  the  above  named  places  monthly  in 
Chicago,  and  that  we  are  to  furnish  a  correct  account  monthly  of  all  ice  shipped 
by  US  to  the  respective  places  above,  named. 

We  will  pack  said  ice  in  cars  as  follows,  viz  :  First  spreading  upon  the  floor 
of  car  a  layer  of  sawdust  or  fine  shavings,  sis  inches  deep  ;  next,  and  upon  said 
shavings,  a  layer  of  ice,  leaving  a  spa«e  of  six  inches  between  the  edges  of  said 
layer  of  ice  and  the  sides  of  the  car ;  said  space  to  be  filled  with  sawdust  or 
fine  shavings ;  next  a  second  layer  of  sawdust  or  fine  shavings  six  inches  deep 
on  the  top  surface  of  said  first  layer  of  ice,  and  iu  like  manner  each  successive 
layer  of  ice  iu  cai',  covering  the  whole  with  a  layer  of  sawdust  or  shavings 
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eight  inciies  deep.  Ur  we  will  pack  said  iw,  ur  iiny  pai't  tliereof,  if  required,  in 
boxes  or  tierces,  as  follows,  viz  :  first,  spreading  on  the  bottom  uf  said  boxM 
or  tierces  a  layer  of  sawdust  or  fine  staviiigs  ;  next,  filling  said  boxes  or  tierces 
with  ice,  leaving  a  space  of  four  incLea  aronnd  the  sides  and  top  of  ice ;  said 
apace  to  be  filled  with  saivduat  or  fine  ahavinga  ;  eaid  boxes  or  tierces  to  be 
properly  closed  and  strongly  hooped.  We  will  deliver  said  ice  at  any  time  or 
times  daring  the  yeai'  1862.  All  ice  fraaished  by  us  to  be  lake  ice,  from 
eleven  to  eighteen  inches  thick.  Oar  Lalte  Michigan  ice-houses  adjoin  the 
Union  depot  of  the  Illinois  Central  railroad,  Michigan  Central  railroad,  and  the 
Chicago,  Burlington  and  Quincy  railroads  ;  and  our  Crystal  Lake  ice-houaea  arc 
situated  alongside  the  track  of  the  8t,  Louis,  Alton  and  Chicago  railroads ;  and 
the  ice  contained  in  either  of  these  houses  can  be  loaded  direct  upon  the  cars  of 
the  said  roads  without  delay  of  cartage,  I'ehandling  or  breakage. 

We  have  been  engaged  in  shipping  ice  south  andelaewhere  tor  the  last  twelve 
years. 

EespectfiiJly, 

H.  H.  BLAKE,  Secretary    Chicago  Ice  Covifanr,. 

Chicaqo,  May  7,  1S62. 

This  proposal  was  approved  aad  accepted  by  the  Surgeon  General. — (See  letter 
to  Mr.  Blake,  May  S3,  1S62.) 

A  true  copy  from  the  records. 

W,  0.  SPENCER,  Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  A. 

Surgeon  GtENERal's  OtFiCB,  Fehtuiry  8,  1864. 

This  contract,  entered  into  this  31st  day  of  May,  1862,  between  Surgeon 
General  William  A.  Hammond,  of  the  United  States  army,  and  Messrs.  Addison 
Gage  &  Company,  witness eth  :  That,  for  the  consideration  hereafter  mentioned, 
the  eaid  Addison  Gage  &  Company  promise  and  agree  to  delivei:  to  the  agents 
f  the  U  t  d  St  t  m  dical  depai'tment  at  Charleston  and  Savannah  (when  in 
p    s  f  tl  1      ties  of  the  United  States)  a  good  and  wholesome  quality 

f 

It  n  d  t  1  th  t  the  ice  is  to  be  delivered  during  the  coming  summer 
m  nth  m  h  |u  nt !  s  as  the  agents  of  the  United  States  medical  depart- 
m  nt    t  th      b        hi     t    ned  places  may  need  and  call  for,  and  at  such  times 

th  y  th      a  d    n     t     may  designate. 

The  said  Addison  Gage  &  Company  further  agree  to  deliver  a  good  and 
wholesome  quality  of  ice  at  New  Orleans  and  Mobile,  (when  in  possession  of 
the  authorities  of  the  United  States,)  subject  to  the  same  stipulations  hereinbe- 
fore mentioned  as  to  quantity,  quality,  &c.,  and  as  to  the  delivery  of  ice  at  the 
aforesaid  Atlantic  ports.  Aad  the  said  Surgeon  General  promises  and  agrees,  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  to  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  to  the  said  Addison 
Gage  &  Company  the  sum  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  for  each  hun- 
dred pounds  of  good  and  wholesome  ice  delivered  as  aforesaid  at  Charleston 
and  Savannah  ;  and  the  Surgeon  General  promises  and  agrees,  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  to  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  to  the  said  Addison  Gage  &  Com- 
pany the  sum  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  for  each  and  eveiy  hundred  ponnds 
of  good  and  wholesome  ico  delivered,  as  aforesaid,  at  New  Orleans  and  MobOe. 
WILLIAJf  A.  HAMMOND, 

Surgeon  General. 
ADDISON  GAGE  &  00. 

Witnees  to  signati-ire  of  Addison  Gage  &  Co.,  J.  Oakter  Cutteb. 

A  true  copy  from  the  records. 

W.  C.  SPENCER,  Assistant  Surgem  U.  S.  A. 
Surgeon  General's  Office,  Fcbrwiry,  18G4. 
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Army  Medical  Purveyor's  Office, 
LouMville,  Ky.,  December  7,  1863. 
Colonel  :  I  have  tlie  lionor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
iiiatructions  in  regai'd  to  advertising  for  proposals  for  ice  to  be  fwmiBlied  for  tlie 
general  hospitals  at  the  west  for  the  year  1864 ;  also  the  reports  of  Military 
Storekeeper  Stevens,  and  propositions  of  Parrish  &  Company,  and  Alger,  for 
furnishing  ice. 

On  the  4th  instant  I  caused  an  advertisement,  as  per  enclosed  slip,  to  he  in- 
serted iu  five  newspapers  of  the  principal  cities  of  the  west,  (viz :  Louisville 
Jonrnal,  Cincinnati  &azette,  Chicago  Tribnne,  and  the  Democrat  and  Union,  of 
St.  Loais.) 

I  limited  the  time  for  the  receptiou  of  bids  to  the  20th  instant,  for  the  reason 
that  the  ice  shoxild  all  be  cut  and  stored  in  barges  during  the  latter  days  of 
this  mouth  or  in  January,  before  the  thaw  of  Febrnaiy,  for  ice  cat  after  that 
time  will  not  keep  well. 

I  thought  it  would  be  better,  also,  that  the  contract  might  be  made  as  Ciu-ly 
this  mouth  as  possible,  to  allow  the  contractors,  whomsoever  they  might  be, 
ample  time  to  make  their  preparations  for  filling  so  large  a  contract  with  north- 
ern ice,  the  only  kind,  I  think,  merchantahle  in  this  climate. 

Shotdd  you  think  any  alteration  in  the  advertisement  necessary,  or  that  the 
time  is  too  short,  I  respectfully  reijaest  that  you  will  notify  me  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  MAGEUDER,  U.  S.  A., 
Surgeon,  and  Medicnl  Purveyor. 
Colonel  Jos.  K.  Baknbs,  U.  S.  A., 

Medical  Inspector  General  and  Acting  Surgeon  General, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Medical  Purveyor's  Office, 

LuuisvilJe,  Ky.,  January  9,  1864. 
I  certify  tliat  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

D.  S.  MAGRUDER,  U.  S.  A. 
Surgeon  and  Medical  Fur  Bey  or. 

Surgeon  General's  Office, 
WasJiington  Oily,  D.  C,  December  11,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the 
7th  instant,  and,  in  reply,  to  inform  you  that  your  action  iu  regard  to  t!ie  pro- 
curement of  ice  for  the  ensuing  year  is  entirely  satisfactory. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  H.  CEANE. 
Surgeon   United  States  Army. 
By  order  of  the  Acting  Surgeon  General. 
Surgeon  J>.  L.  Magrudbr,  U.  S.  A,, 

Medical  Purveyor,  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

Medical  Purveyor's  Office, 

Louisville,  Ky.,  January  9,  1864. 
I  certity  tliat  tlio  above  is  a  true  copy. 

D.  B.  MAGEUDER, 
Surgeon  United  Stales  Army,  Medical  Purveyor. 
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SuHGEO^N  Ge.\kkal's  Office, 
WaaMngtou  City,  D.  C,  December  25,  1863. 
Sir  ;  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  tlie  21st  instant,  enclosing  "  proposals  for  fiir- 
nisliiiig  ice"  for  ilie  ensuing  year,  &c,,  I  am  instructed  to  return  the  "bids," 
and  to  clirect  you,  to  award  the  contract  as  may  be  deemed  by  you  most  advan- 
tageons  to  the  Bcrviee. 

These  offers  are  considered  fair  and  reasonable  by  the  Acting  Surgeon  G-eneral. 
Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  CRAKE, 
Surgeon  United  States  Army. 
By  order  of  the  Acting  Surgeon  General. 
Surgeon  D.  h.  Magkudbb,  U.  S.  A., 

Medical  Purveyor,  Louisville,  Kenfuchy. 

Medical  PuRVEYOR'a  Office, 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  January  9,  1S64. 
I  certify  thiit  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

D.  8.  KAGEUDER, 
Surgeon  United  Stales  Army,  Medical  P-urveyoi: 
Akmy  Medical  Purvbyoe's  Officf.,     ■ 

Ziouiaviile,  Ketititeky,  January  1,  1864. 
OoLo\ni, ;  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  contract  with  J.  W.  Par- 
riali  &  Co.  for  furnishiDg  ice  to  all  the  general  hospitals  at  the  west ;  the  contract 
subject  to  your  approval  in  every  part  before  it  will  be  binding.  I  have  inserted 
a  clause  in  the  first  article  which  requires  the  appointment  of  one  or  more  com- 
petent persons  as  ice  inspectors,  who  will  inspect  and  measure  the  ice  after  it  is 
stored  in  the  ice-houses,  and  report  its  condition,  quality,  and  quantity  to  the 
oiScer  3'eceiving  it. 

1  was  induced  to  do  it  for  the  reason  that,  at  many  of  the  points  where  ice 
will  be  delivered,  the  officer  receiving  it  may  be  ignorant  of  either  the  proper 
mode  of  packing  or  measuring  the  ice.  If  you  should  see  fit  to  make  or  suggest 
any  alteration,  please  inform  me  when  you  return  the  contract. 

Wlien  approved,  I  will  have  a  copy  duly  signed  by  both  parties  seat  to  your 
office  for  file,  as  also  to  the  Assistant  Surgeon  General  in  this  city. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  MAGRUDEft, 
Surgeon  United  States  Army,  Medical  Purveyor. 
Colonel  Jos,  IL  Barnes, 

Acting  Surgeon  General  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Medical  Pubveyok's  Office, 
Ijouiivilte,  Kentucky,  January  9,  1864. 
I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  cnpy. 

D.  S.  MAGEUDER, 
Surgeon  United  States  Army,  Medical  Purveyor. 
Army  Medical  Pubveyoe's  Office, 

Louisville,  Kentucky,  January  9,  1864, 
Sir  :  I  have  the  hozior  to  enclose  copy  of  telegram  despatched  to  you  of  this 
date. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  MAGRUDER, 
Surgeon   United  States  Army,  Medical  Purveyor. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  -,  . 

Secretary  of  War,  Wasliington,  D.  C.  L.OOQIC 


ICE    CONTRACTS. 


Loursvii.i.G,  January  'J,  I8G4. 
Tonr  telegram  of  yeaterday  relating  to  ice  awards  received.     All  papers  con- 
nected tbeiewitli  will  be  sent  by  mail  to-day. 

D.  L.  MAGRUDER, 
Surgeon  United  States  Army,  Medical  Purveyor. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  StantojV, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington. 

ARniy  Mbdicai.  Purveyor's  Office, 

Louisville,  Kentvchy,  January  12,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor,  to  enclose  herewith  contract  with  J.  W.  Parriah  &  Co., 
of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  made  December  30,  1S63,  and  approved  and  returned  by 
Acting  Surgeon  General  January  7,  1864. 

This  contract,  which  had  not  been  returned  before  my  letter  of  9th  instant, 
wM  received  at  this  office  last  night. 

I  enclose  also  copy  of  letter  from  Acting  SurgBon  General's  office,  approving 
and  returning  it  to  this  department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  MAGRUUER, 
Surgeon  linked  Stales  Army,  Medical  Purveyor. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stjinton, 

Sea-etary  of  War,  WasMngton,  D.  G. 

Chicago,  January  26,  1864. 
Dear  Sir  :  Tour  telegraph  was  received  late  Friday  evening.  Satui-day 
morning  I  instituted  inquiries,  but  before  inquiry  could  bn  made  at  their  offices 
the  principal  packers  were  off  superintending  their  work.  Memorandum  was 
left,  asking  of  each  the  best  terms  upon  which  they  would  pnt  np  1,500  tons,  or 
,  more,  of  best  quality  ice,  to  be  taken  by  me  at  any  time  I  chose  previous  to  the 
first  of  October,  payment  to  be  made  immediately  on  my  receiving  satisfactory 
certificates  of  storage.  They  furnish  storage  without  charge.  Yesterday  the 
dealers  sent  in  their  bids.  "Wadhams  &  Co.  have  their  ice-houses  about  six  miles 
from  town,  at  Calumet,  on  the  Illinois  Central  railroad.  The  ice  is  very  pure 
and  clear,  and  they  have  one  ice-house  containing  about  1,500  tons,  well  put 
up,  which  they  offered  to  sell  to  me  at  $3  a  ton,  with  the  liberty  to  let  the  ice 
lie  there  till  Ist  of  November.  They  will  furnish  more  at  same  rate,  if  desired. 
The  iee  can  be  obtained  from  there  with  little  more,  if  any,  expense  than  if 
housed  in  the  city,  and  if  wanted  to  go  down  the  Mississippi,  is  as  well  located 
as  possible.  The  dealers  all  say  that  the  wastage  by  1st  of  September  is  never 
less  than  half.  The  same  firm  offered  to  furnish  it  on  board  ears  at  any  depot 
in  Chicago,  if  taken  before  the  end  of  September,  at  84  a  ton,  they  to  be  paid 
for  what  they  deliver  when  placed  by  them  on  board  of  the  cars.  Or  they  will 
sell  it  to  the  1st  June  at  %%  60  per  ton ;  to  Ist  July,  13  SO ;  to  let  August, 
$4;  afterwards  at  $4  50  per  ton.  This  last  proposition  seems  to  contradict 
their  first  one,  hut  was  not  intended  to  do  so,  as  they  will  sell  it  at  $4  during 
September.  In  case  you  should  prefer  to  buy  it  in  the  icc-houae,  they  will  load 
it  in  cars  to  be  furnished  by  you,  well  packed  in  shavings  or  sawdust,  at  fifty 
cents  per  ton. 

The  Chicago  City  Ice  Company  offer  to  furnish  the  ice  at  any  time  before 
the  1st  of  October,  in  any  amount  desired,  well  packed  on  hoard  cars  to  be 
flimished  by' yon,  at  $4  a  ton,  at  either  the  Illinois  Central,  Michigan  Cen- 
tra], or  Chicago,  Alton  and  St.  Louis  depots  in  this  city.  Their  ice  is  Crystal 
Lake  ice — considered  the  very  best.  The  Michigan  Central  depot  is  the  proper 
place  to  have  the  ice  loaded  in  case  you  want  to  send  it  to  Cincinnati,  Louis- 
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villc,  or  any  point  on  tlie  Oliio  river;  the  Illinois  Central,  in  case  you  want  to 
send  it  to  Cairo  or  down  tlie  Miasisaippi ;  the  Chicago,  Alton  and  St,  IjOnia,  the 
proper  place  if  yon  want  to  send  it  to  8t.  Lonis.  Payment  to  be  made  on  aatis- 
factory  certificatea  of  amounts  when  placed  on  hoard  the  ears.  I  consider  this 
offer  desirable. 

These  terms  were  offered  on  the  supposition  that  I  was  purchasing  for  the 
Sanitary  Commission,  although  no  such  representation  was  made.  As  president 
of  the  Sanitary  Commiasion,  I  bought  very  lieavily  irom  these  dealers  last  year ; 
they,  of  course,  inferred  I  was  hargaining  for  the  commission  on  the  present 
oceaaioQ.  Had  they  supposed  it  was  ou  govemiuent  account,  the  charge  un- 
doubtedly would  be  heavier. 

Command  my  services  in  this  matter  as  you  may  ret^nire. 

The  offers  of  the  other  dealers  were  all  higher. 
Very  respectfully,  youra,  &c., 

MA1«<:  SKINKKE. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Sccrclary  of  War. 

SuRGnoN  Gemekal's  Office, 
Wa'hingion  Cili/,  D.  C,  February  8,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  conformity  with  the  request  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Conduct 
and  Expenditures  of  the  War,  forwarded  by  yon  on  the  5th  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  nli  the  contracts  made  by  this  department 
for  iee  since  the  first  of  Januai-y,  1S62. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  K.  BARNES, 

Acting  Surgeon.  General. 
Hon.  Edwjn'  M.  Staktom, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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R     /       loti  Oily,  D.  C  Febrvary  13,  1864. 
Sir  :  III  reply  t    y  mm  t       of  the  12th  instant,  I  have  the  honor 

to  enclose  a  copy    f  tl       m.t      ti  iveii  to  Surgeon  Magruder,  U.  S.  A., 

November  37,  IS  3  1       1      t       1      p  oposals  for  ice  for  all  that  section  of 
country,  the  abit  t     fhli.as  senior  medical  purveyor  stationed 

at  Louisville,  in    I       t      It       w  th  th    Assistant  Surgeon  General,  would  be 
most  conversant      th      T  xpenditure  by  controlling  the  estimates, 

and  to  have  tbf  d  p  t  1  bl     for  any  emergency,  it  was  considered 

advisable  to  ind  d  m    1     f  th    d  [artment  of  the  Gulf  aa  was  upon  the 

Mississippi  and  t    t  b  t  n  oral  system  of  supply,  under  the  super- 

vision of  this  ofS 

erted  is  the  eastern  papers  arose  from 
gh  Surgeon  Magruder,  who  informs  me 
ty  as  his  advertisements  for  other  articles, 
th  proposals  to  any  section,  nor  was  the 
t  nticipated. 
t  sei-vant, 

J.  K.  BARNES, 
Acting  Surgeon  Ge7ieral. 
Hon.  0.  A.  Da:«a, 

Amiitatit  Secretary  of  War,  War  Dc-partrntnt. 

SuBOBON  Genbeal's  Office, 
Washington  Gity,  D.  C,  November  27  1863 
DocToa  :  You  are  iiislructed  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  furaishiag  ice  foi 
all  the  United  States  general  hospitals  at  the  west,  those  of  the  division  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  of  the  depai-tment  of  the  Guif  upon  the  Mississippi  and  its 
tributaries,  in  such  quantities  as  may  be  reijuired  for  the  use  of  the  ■'ick  and 
wounded  during  the  year  1864. 

In  all  cases  the  ice  to  be  well  packed  in  properly  constructed  icl  houbes 
(previous  to  the  15th  of  April,)  at  such  points  nearest  the  hospitals  as  upon 
consultation  mth  medical  disbui'sing  officera  at  St.  Louis,  Cairo  Cincinnati 
Nashville,  Memphis,  Vicksburg,  and  elsewhere,  you  may  consider  most  advan 
tageous. 

The  ice  to  he  delivered  by  actual  weight  of  issues  to  hospitals  by  contractors, 
or  by  inspection  and  measurement  by  the  issuing  officer,  on  the  1st  of  May, 
1864,  who  will  then  receipt  for  the  actual  contents  of  ice-houses.  In  those  few 
cases  where  it  may  be  found  necessary  to  contract  for  delivery  from  barges 
daring  the  summer,  yon  will  cai-efnlly  protect  the  United  States  by  so  wording 
contracts  that  only  the  amotint  of  ice  actually  delivered,  aa  shown  by  receipt 
of  medical  officer,  will  be  paid  for.  It  is  believed  that  au  immense  saving  can 
thus  be  effected  upon  the  expenditures  for  ice  of  past  year,  and  your  attention 
is  particularly  directed  to  the  importance  of  such  a  i-odaction. 

The  reports  of  Medical  Storekeeper  Stevens,  and  propositions  of  Parrish  & 
Co.,  and  of  Algei',  are  enclosed. 

By  order  of  Acting  Surgeon  General. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

Surgeon  D.  L.  Magrudbk,  U.  S.  A., 
Medical  Purveyor,  Louis; 


Ville.  Ky. 
Surgeon  GE^'Bl 


al's  Office, 
January  9,  1864.  , 


.  H,  OEANE.  «,,#«,_  5;a(5g|(; 
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Sl'rgeo."j  Gexeual's  Office, 

Wasliington  City,  D.  C,  January  7,  1864. 
Sir  ;  I  am  directed  by  tiie  Acting  Surgeon  General  to  i-eturn  the  contract 
mnile  by  you  with  J,  W.  Famah  for  furnishing  ice  for  all  the  United  States 
general  hospitals  in  the  west,  for  tie  year  1864,  approved. 

The  insertion  of  clause  for  appointment  of  competent  person  or  persons  as  ice 
inspector  or  inspectors  is  deemed  an  excellent  anggeation,  and  is  highly  appwved 
by  the  Acting  Burgeon  General. 

By  order  of  Acting  Surgeon  General. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  H.  OEANE, 
Swgcon  V.  S.  A. 
Surgeon  D.  L,  Maqkdder, 

Medical  Purveyor,  LomseiUc,  Ky. 

Medical  Pl'kveyok's  Office, 

Louisville,  Ky.,  January  12,  1864. 
I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy. 

D.  L.  MAGRTIDEIt, 
SurgC'oit  U.  S.  A.,  Medical  Purveyor. 

Office  U.  S.  Military  Telegraph, 

War  Department. 
The  following  telegram   received  at  Washiugton    9.15  p.  ra.,  January  93, 
1864,  from  Chicago,  dated  January  23,  1864: 
Hon.  0.  A.  Dana,  Assistanl.  Secretary  of  War: 

On  Monday  I  think  I  can  furaish  you  with  precise  information.  Tour 
despatch  only  reached  me  fate  last  evening,  and  1  cannot  get  the  exact  figures 
to-day,  owing  to  absence  ofpai'ties. 

MARK  SKINNEE. 

Offici!  U.  S,  Military  Tbleqkafh, 

War  Department. 
The  following  telegram   received  at  Washington  1.15  p.  m.,  January  23, 
1864,  from  Cleveland,  Ohio,  dated  Jannary  S3, 1864  : 
Hsn.  0.  A.  Dana,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War: 

In  Mr.  Stone's  absence  have  made  inquiries.  lee  can  be  furnished  here  well 
covered  and  protected  for  three  (3)  dollars  per  ton. 

If  competition  is  created  by  advertising  for  proposals  it  could  probably  be 
procured  for  leas.  One  dealer  offers  to  ftirnish  fifteen  hundred  (1,500)  tons 
already  stored  at  that  price,  on  condition  that  it  be  measured  and  accepted  by  the 
iifteenth  of  March,  free  of  rent  or  storage. 

W.  E.  CLARKE, 
P.  M.  Secretary  to  G.  E.  Stone. 

War  Department,  Washington  City, 

■January  21,  1864. 
In  relation  to  the  awaid  of  contract  for  furnishing  ice  to  all  the  United 
States  general  hospitals  at  the  west  and  southwest  for  the  nse  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  during  the  year  1864. 

December  4,  1863,  Surgeon  D.  L.  Magruder,  mpdical  purveyor  at  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  by  order  of  the  Acting  Surgeon  General,  advertised  for  proposals  as 
follows:  ,     ,,  I,  ( 
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"  Proposiila  will  lie,  received  at  mj  office  xiatil  December  30,  1S63,  for  fur- 
nisliing  ice  to  all  the.  United  States  general  hospitals  at  the  west  (thoae  of  the 
division  of  the  Mississippi  and  of  the  department  of  the  Gulf  iipon  the  Miss- 
issippi, and  its  tributaries,)  in  stich  c[uaotities  as  may  be  rec[uired  for  the  use  of 
the  sick  and  wounded  during  the  year  1864, 

"In  all  cases  tlie  ice  to  be  well  packed  and  stored  in  properly  constructed 
ice-houses  previous  to  the  loth  of  April,  1864,  at  sncli  points  nearest  the  hospitals 
as  may  be  designated  from  this  office. 

"  The  ice  either  to  be  delivered  by  actual  weight  of  issues  to  the  hospitals 
by  tbe  contractors,  or  by  inspection  and  meaeurepient  by  the  issuing  oificer  (on 
or  before  the  1st  of  May,  16G4,)  who  will  then  receipt  for  the  actual  contents 
of  ice-bouses. 

"D.  L.  MAGEUDER, 
"  Syrgcon  United  States  Army,  Medical  Purveyor." 
Eleven  bids  were  received,  and  the  contract,  with  tlie  consent  of  the  Acting 
Surgeon  Genei-al,  awarded  to  Pnn'ish  &  Co.,  at  the  following  rates  : 

Per  ton  delivered  at  New  Orleans $2.')  00 

Natchez 30  00 

Viekshurg 30  00 

Helena 30  00 

Memphis 25  00 

Columbus,  Kentucky 25   00 

Nashville 30  00 

Cairo -- 20  00 

Paducah -- 90  00 

Evansville 20  00 

Louisviile 20  00 

Cincinnati 20  00 

St,  Louis 15  00 

"  "  Jefferson  Barracks 15  00 

Quincy 10  00 

Keokuk 10  00 

Madison 10  00 

Chicago 10  00 

Columbus,  Ohio 10  00 

Cleveland 10  00 

This  firm  supplied  the  western  and  southwestern  hospitals  with  ice  during 
last  season,  and  appeared  to  have  fulfilled  their  duties,  under  great  disadvantages, 
faithfdly  and  honorably. 

Their  facilities  for  fiirnisbing  the  ice  promptly  are  very  superior ;  and  as  they 
are  tlie  only  bidders  who  offer  to  furnish  all  the  hospitals  with  ice,  it  is  supposed 
that  the  medical  purveyor  awarded  them  the  contract  as  "  most  advantageous 
to  the  seiVice." 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  bids  presented  at  lower  rates  : 
.  Josiah  W.  Bissell,  oi'  St.  Louis,  offers  to  deliver  at  Columbus,  Kentucky,  at 
$S4,  and  at  St.  Louis  at  $14,  both  bids  $1  less  than  Parrish  &  Co.;  bids  of 
deliveries  at  eight  other  poinfe,  all  higher  than  Parrish  &  Co,     Satisfactory 
security  offered. 

John  S.  Andrews,  of  Waukegan,  Illinois,  offers  to  deliver  at  Memphis  at  $S4, 
tl  less  than  Parrish  &  Co.;  bids  of  deliveiies  at  eight  other  points,  all  higher 
than  Parrish  &  Go.     Satisfactory  security  offered. 

Goodell  &  Chappell,  of  Louisville,  offers  to  deliver  at  Cairo  at  $18,  {$2  less 
than  Pan-ish  &  Go.,)  and  at  St.  Louis  at  5S8  50  (S6  50  less  than  Parrish  &  Co.) 
Two  other  bids  higher  than  Parrisli  &  Co,     No  security  offered. 

J.  D.  Havman,  of  Chicago,  oifei-s  to  deliver  at  Cairo  at  $17  50,  (gS  50  legs  than  , 
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Paindi  &  Co.)  Ojio  other  bid  higher  than  Parrish  &  Co.  Will  not  deliver 
later  than  forty  days  from  acceptance  of  eoiitmct.     Security  offered. 

C.  Stone,  of  New  York  city,  offers  to  deliver  at  Memphis  $20,  ($5  less  than 
Panish&Co.)    Three  other  bids  higher- than  ParrishfiE Co.    No  security  offered. 

Thomas  Alger,  of  SFemphiB,  offers  to  deliver  at  Memphis  $22  50,  ($2  50  less 
thaa  Pan'ish  &  Oo.)  Tivo  other  bids  higher  than  Parrish  &  Co.  No  security 
offered,  but  ia  recommended  by  responsible  parties  as  an  experienced  and  re- 
liable ice  dealer. 

After   the   awarding  of  the   contract   two  very  advantageous    ofE'ei'a  were 

Chicago  Ice  Company,  who  proposed  to  deliver  at  any  time  between  April 
and  Decemher,  1864,  from  railroad  cars  at  Cairo,  at  |16  per  ton,  or  $4  less  than 
Parrish  &  Oo. 

Conrad  &  Stevens,  at  NaaLvilie,  who  propose  to  delivei'  the  ice  required  at 
that  post,  at  $30  per  ton,  or  $10  less  than  Parrish  &  Co. 

Both  these  pai'ties  offer  satisfactory  security. 

Office  U.  S.  MrLiTAav  Telegraph, 

War  Department. 
The  following  telegi-am  received  at  Washington  3.15  p,  ra.,  January  24, 
1364,  From  Springfield,  Illinois,  dated  January  23,  1864 : 

Charles  A.  Dana,  Asnstani  Secretary  of  War  ,■ 

"Worth  as  you  propose,  one  dollar  and  three  quarters  to  two  (3)  dollars  per 
ton,  contracted  for  now  at  Quincy. 

JACKSON  GEIMSHAW. 

Office  U.  S.  Military  Tklburaph, 

War  Deparlmimt. 
The  following  telegram  received  at  Washington  8  p.  m.,  January  25,  ISfi4, 
from  Columbus,  Ohio,  dated  January  25,  1864  : 
Hon.  C.  A.  Da\a,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  : 

Supply  of  ice  here  limited.  Dealers  oifer  it  at  from  three  (3)  to  four  dollars 
per  ton  in  store. 


Office  U.  S.  Militaky  Tbleggaph, 

War  Department. 
The  following    telegram  received  at  Washington  1.-30  p.  m.,   .Taiiuary  2-5, 
1864,  from  Cleveland,  Ohio,  dated  January  S5,  1864  : 

Hon.  C.  A.  Daka,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  : 

The  party  who,  as  I  infomied  you,  offered  to  faruish  ice  for  three  doUai-s  per 
ton,  has  called  and  offered  it  at  fifty  cents  less,  or  two  (2)  dollars  and  a  half  (J) 
per  ton. 

C.  STONE. 

Offk'e  U.  S,  MiLiTAKY  Telegraph, 

War  Department. 
The  following  telegrann-  eeeivtd  at  Washington  9.10  p.  m.,  January  25, 
1864,  fi-om  Chicago,  dated  January  25,  1864: 
Hon.  Chas.  a.  Dasa,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  : 

Parties  will  furnish  fifteen  hundred  (1,500)  tons  best  quality  ice,  free  of 
storage  until  November,  for  two  dollars  a  ton,  payment  to  be  made  as  soon  as 
satisfactory  storage  certificates  are  furni.^hed.  C~'("l("^ol('' 
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TLey  will  also  furnish  it  on  hoard  cars  at  either  the  Illinois  Central  depot,  the 
Michigan  Central  depot,  or  the  St.  Louis  depot,  at  any  time  before  first  October, 
for  four  dollars  a  ton. 

This  last  offer  is  the  beat,  ae  the  wastage  in  houses  is  fall  half  by  September. 

I  write  by  to-day's  mail.  It  is  not  suspected  that  1  inquire  on  government 
account. 

JIAKK  SKINNER. 

Army  Medeoal  PuavEvoa's  Office, 

LouisvUle,  Ky.,  January  9,  1864. 

Sir;  In  eomplianco  with  instructions  contained  in  your  telegram  received 
this  moraing,  I  have  the  honor  to  encloso  herewith  all  the  papera  connected 
with  contvacts  for  furnishing  ice  to  tiic  general  hospitals  at  tlie  west,  marked 
and  deiignated  as  follows,  viz  : 

A. — Letter  of  instructions  from  Acting  Surgeon  General,  received  December 
1,  1863. 

B. — My  letter  of  Decemher  7,  1863,  acknowledging  receipt  of  inatrnctious — 
reporting  having  put  advertise  meat  in  certaiu  papers  ;  also,  giving  reasons  for 
limiting  time  for  receiving  proposal  to  30th  December,  1863,  and  asking  to  be 
iiotifled  as  soon  as  possible,  should  any  alteration  be  thought  neoessary,  or  the 
time  too  limited. 

C. — ^Letter  from  Acting  Surgeon  &eneral,  approviug  my  action. 

D. — ^My  letter  of  December,  21,  1863,  to  Acting  Surgeon  General,  enclosing 
all  bids  received  previous  to,  and  opened  upon  that  day,  deeming  instructions  re- 
ceived insufficient  to  warrant  making  contract;  bence,  referred  them  for  de- 
cision and  further  instructions;  also,  adding  some  remarks  in  relation  to  bids, 
and  quantity  of  ice  wanted  at  a  few  points. 

E. — All  the  bids  put  iu  on  or  before  December  31,  1863,  numbered  respect- 
ively from  one  to  eleven,  (1 — 11.) 

F. — Bids  which  came  to  hand  after  those  coining  in  on  the  21st  bad  been  for- 
wiirded  to  Washington. 

G. — Letter  from  Surgeon  General's  office,  December  25,  1863,  returning  bids, 
and  directing  me  t«  award  the  contracts  as  I  might  deem  most  advantageous  to 
the  service;  also,  adding  that  the  bids  were  considered  fair  and  reasonable. 

H. — My  letter  to  Acting  Surgeon  General,  Januaiyl,  1864,  enclosing  draught 
of  contract  with  J.  W.  Parrish  &  Co.,  of  St.  Louie,  Mo.,  forfurnishing  ice  for  the 
general  hospitals  of  the  west ;  said  contract  to  be  subject  to  approval  of  Sur- 
geon General,  in  every  part,  before  binding  either  party;  also,  giving  reasons 
for  inserting  clause  iu  the  first  article,  in  relation  to  ice  inspector,  and  asking  its 
apOTOval,  &c. 

The  above  are  all  the  papers  now  in  my  hands,  relating  to  ice  contracts. 

The  draught  of  the  contract  with  Partish  &  Co.,  which  was  enclosed  to  the 
Acting  Surgeon  General  on  the  1st  of  January,  instant,  has  not  been  returned  to 
this  office. 

Very  respectfully,  yoi'.r  obs>dieut  servant, 

J.  S.  MAGEUDEIt, 
Surgeon  U.  S.  A.,  Medical  Purccijor. 

Hon.  EnwiN  M.  Stantow, 

Secretary  of  War,  Was?dngfan,  D.  C. 

Messrs.  Addison  Gage  &  Co.,  extensive  ice  dealers  in  Uostou,  made  .i  sub- 
contract with  the  St.  Lonis  firm,  to  fiU  their  contract  for  supplying  New  Orleans 
with  ice  at  $6  a  ton  less  than  the  original  government  contract  price;  giving 
an  estimated  profit  to  the  St.  Louis  party  of  $25,000  for  New  Orleans  alone. 
The  firm  of  Gage  &  Co.  staTids  high  in  the  mercantile  comuninity  for  houesty 
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aod  fail-  dealing.  They  are  the  largest  ice-dealere  in  New  England,  aud  are 
now  desirous  of  contracting  directly  -witli  ike  g&ternment  for  supplying  the  de- 
partment of  the  Gulf  at  the  same  price  they  were  to  supply  New  Orleans 
"  aecond-lianded"  for;  and  that  price  ica^  llie  lowest  the  St.  Louis  party  could 
get  any  leaponsible  New  England  dealer  to  contract  for. 

Messrs.  G-.  &  Co.  have  made  arrangementa  to  ship  seTeral  cargoes  to  New 
Orleans  immediately. 

Messrs.  Goocb,  Hooper,  B,ice,  and  other  Massachnsetts  members  of  Congress, 
know  the  firm  well,  and  wiU  vowcli  for  its  ability  and  high-toned  honor. 

Wae  Department, 
Washmgto     G'tj  J  n       j  27  1864 

Siu:  Ott  December  5.  1&63.  Doctor  D.  L.  Ma    -ud      m  d     1  i         y        t 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  under  orders  from  the  Sui^eo    G        al     d      t     d  f     p 
poaals  to  furnish  ice  to  ail  the  United  States  gene    11     p  tal         th    m  1 1    y 
division  of  the  Mississippi  and  in  the  department  of  th    Gulf  up       th    M 
aippi  and  its  tribatariea.     This  advertisement  was        w      1  by    1  1    Id   -s 

and  ou  December  20,  according  tb  the  terms  of  the     1      t     m     t  th  t      t 

was  awarded  to  J.  W.  Parrish  &  Co.,  of  St.  Lou     th      b     g        th   wh  1 
the  lowest  bidders. 

After  tie  contract  had  been  approved  by  the  Su  g       V  lad  d  by 

both  Doctor  Magruder  and  the  contractorB.  its  execut  pe  ded   nd  tl 

papers  transferred  to  Washington, 

I  have  carefully  examined  these  papers,  and  have  repeatedly  conversed  upon 
the  matter  with  Mr.  J.  W.  Parrish,  but  have  not  discovered  any  evidence  of 
fraudulent  deaign  or  dishonest  practice  in  the  making  of  the  contract.  It  also 
appears  that  Pan'ish  &  Co.  were  the  contractors  there  last  year,  and  faithfully 
executed  their  contract  at  considerable  loss. 

It  is  true  that  the  advertisements  appear  to  have  been  ill-judged  in  rec[uiriag 
ail  the  hoapitals  to  be  furnished  under  one  contract,  aod  that  better  terms  might, 
perhaps,  have  been  made  had  the  vast  territoiy  in  question  been  divided  into 
districts;  bnt,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  iadispensable  tbat  the  contractors  should 
be  men,  in  respect  of  whom  there  can  be  no  fear  of  failure.  To  deal  with  one 
contractor  is  also  more  convenient  than  to  deal  with  many. 

Since  the  papers  have  been  in  my  hands,  I  have  ascertained  that  ice  can  be 
procured  in.  the  uorthwesteru  States,  for  use  in  the  hospitals  there,  at  about  one- 
half  the  prices  stipulated  in  this  contract;  but  it  should  be  remembered  that  at 
these  places  the  quantities  needed  are  very  limited,  and  when  the  conti'uct  was 
made,  the  amount  of  this  season's  ice  crop  was  still  uncertain.  The  contractors 
who  took  the  risk  ought  not  to  be  deprived  of  their  profits  because  their  ventm* 
proves  fortunate. 

A  bid  for  the  quantity  needed  at  Nashville,  at  a  price  33J-  pei'  cent,  less  than 
that  of  the  contractors,  was  not  considered  by  Doctor  Magruder,  for  the  reason 
that  it  wt^  offered  after  the  time  for  receiving  proposals  had  expired.  For  the 
same  reason  be  excluded  a  bid  for  supplying  Cairo  and  JefFersonville  at  a  price 
more  favorable  than  that  of  the  contract.  This  last  bid,  however,  must  have 
been  excluded,  even  had  it  been  in  season,  for  the  reason  that  it  proposed  to  fur- 
nish ice  in  i^ailway  cars  only,  and  not  in  ice-houses. 

Meaars.  Addison  Gage  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  who  represent  that  they  have  bar- 
gained with  Parrish  &  Co.  to  supply  the  quantity  contracted  for  at  New  Or- 
leans, at  S6  per  ton  leas  than  the  contracted  price,  (namely,  at  $19  per  ton, 
instead  of  $20  per  ton,)  now  propose  that  the  goveniment  shall  ignore  the 
contract  with  Parrish  &  Co.,  so  far  as  New  Orleana  ia  concerned,  and  make  a 
new  contract  with  them  at  the  lower  rate. 

Being  satisfied  that  the  agi-eement  with  Parriah  &  Co.  was  honestly  made. 
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and  that,  considering  tlie  risk  involved,  tiie  prices  were  not  extravagant,  I 
recommend  that  tlie  contract  be  eonfiimed.  But  the  stipulations  in  the  papers 
executed  o  not  appear  sufficiently  precise  and  guarded  to  secure  faithful  fulfil- 
ment, and  I  therefore  also  recommend  the  eiecution  of  new  and  amended  papers 
for  that  object, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant; 
0.  A.  DANA, 
Assis/anl  Secretary  of  War. 
Hon,  Edwin  M.  Stajvton, 

Stcretary  of  War. 

War  Departwe\t, 
Washington,  D.  C.  February^,  18G4. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
January  26,  ^^^th  regard  to  ihe  price  of  ice  at  Chicago.  The  contract  irhicli 
had  previously  been  made  at  Louisville  haa  been  confirmed,  but  the  informa- 
tion afforded  by  your  letter,  as  well  as  by  your  previous  telegrams,  has  been  of 
very  great  value  to  us. 

I  remain  yours,  very  respectfully, 


Hon.  Mark  Skl\neh, 


0.  A.  DAlSfA, 
nt  Secre'ary  of   War. 


Testimony  of  Dr.  R.  0.  AbhoU. 

Washf.votox,  Ftbruary  18,  18G4, 
Dr.  E,  0.  AenoTT  s«'oro  and  examined. 
By  the  chairman : 

Question.  What  is  your  rank  and  position  in  the  army  ^ 

Anawei-.  I  am  a  surgeon  in  the  United  States  army,  and  medical  director  of 
Washington, 

Question.  Have  you  any  relation  to  or  eonnesion  with  tlie  Sanitary  Com- 
mission \ 

Answer,  Kothiug  whatever;  I  have  no  coanesion  with  it  in  any  way, 

[The  copy  of  the  circular  appended  to  the  testimony  of  Hon.  John  A,  Bing- 
ham was  then  read  to  the  witness.] 

Question.  Was  a  circular  to  the  effect  of  the  one  just  read  to  you  issued  by 
you  at  the  time  indicated  % 

Answer,  Yes,  air ;  aad  it  was  based  ou  an  order  received  by  me  from  tht: 
Surgeon  General,  very  similar  to  the  circular  issued  by  me. 

Question.  Whatwastbe  object  of  that  order  and  circular  1 

Answer.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  at  that  time  about  siipplying 
the  hospitals  with  vegetable  food  especially,  so  as  to  vary  the  diet  properly; 
and  I  think  this  proposal  was  made  to  the  Surgeon  General  that  they  should 
run  this  car,  and  supply  everything  needed  at  cost  prines,  lower  than  market 
rates  at  that  time,  and  delivered  in  the  city.  That,  I  believe,  was  the  only 
object  at  the  time.     We  found  great  difficulty  iudeed,  at  that  time,  in  procuring 


Question.  One  would  have  supposed  that  would  have  led  you  to  seek  the 
Li  mai'ket  cveryw^hore. 
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Answer.  They  certainly  Bold  at  tbat  time  cheaper  than  the  market  rates.  I 
have  been  lately  inquiring  into  the  matter,  with  a  view  to  see  if  the  arrange- 
ment should  be  continued ;  and  I  find  that  in  many  ai-tieles,  such  as  poultry, 
mutton,  and  one  or  two  vegetableB,  they  are  stil!  helow  the  rates  of  local  deal- 
ers here.  In  some  of  tlie  vegetables  the  local  dealers  are  now  selling  somewhat 
lower  than  the  Sanitary  Conimissiou. 

Question.  What  enables  the  Sanitary  Commission  to  nfford  these  things 
cheaper  than  they  can  be  found  elsewhere  1 

Answer.  That  I  do  not  know.  I  know  nothing  whatever  of  their  move- 
ments. I  supposed  at  the  time  that  it  was  for  a  charitable  purpose  that  they 
started  this  thing  ;  that  they  did  not  intend  to  make  any  profit,  but  it  was  one 
of  the  outlets  for  speuding  their  money  for  the  sold  e  "S 

Question.  I  will  say  that,  without  knowing  much  abo  t  t  Ilad  s  pjos  1 
the  Sanitaiy  Commission  was  a  charitable  inst  t  t  on  for  th  pu  po  e  of  ece  v 
ing  and  distributing  the  things  given  them  by  the  cl  table  to  t  me  to  t  me 
Do  you  know  whether  that  was  so  or  not  t 

Answer.  It  is  a  very  much  more  extensive  com  on  than  tl  at  Tley 
employ  a  large  number  of  paid  agents  and  nsp  cos  and  nakc  a  U  ge  n  m 
ber  of  suggestions  and  reports  of  every  chaiacter  They  lo  a  1  ttle  of  every 
thing  ;  they  do  not  limit  themselves,  so  far  as  I  unde  -stand  to  any  one  obj  ct 
but  wherever  they  think  they  can  do  good  ihey  ptnta     tie      p      t  ons 

Question.  On  how  large  a  scale  are  they  do    „  1  1th 

tent  of  their  business,  so  far  as  yoti  know  1 

Answer.  In  this  particular  line  1 

Question.  I  mean  all  their  operations. 

Answer.  I  am  not  prepai'cd  to  say ;  I  had  hardly  anything  to  do  witli  the 
commission.  I  did  not  at  first  like  the  manner  in  which  they  commenced 
operations,  because  under  their  guise  of  charitable  object  I  thought  I  recog- 
nized a  disposition  to  grasp  and  assume  control  of  everything.  For  that  reason 
I  did  not  give  them  as  hearty  a  support  as  I  otherwise  would  have  done ;  and 
I  have  had  little  or  no  dealmg  with  the  institution  iti  any  way. 

Question.  As  you  understand  it,  ihey  buy  and  sell  all  kinds  of  commodities 
for  the  army  1 

Answer.  I  know  they  do  in  this  instance,  and  I  think  they  have  done  so 
elsewhere.  At  least  I  think  so;  but  lam  not  certain  of  that.  They  have 
their  own  reasons  for  it,  I  suppose. 

Question.  Do  you  know  their  manner  of  keeping  accounts,  so  as  to  guarantee 
to  the  public  any  assurance  of  the  proper  application  of  what  they  receive  1 

Answer.  I  do  not ;  I  have  never  attended  one  of  their  nieetiugs,  or  looked 
at  any  of  their  books. 

Question.  What  was  the  reason  for  the  last  clause  of  this  circular,  forbidding 
the  hospitals  purchasing  supplies  from  any  other  source  than  the  Sanitary 
Commission,  except  in  case  of  emergency? 

Answer.  That  was  the  order  to  me  ;  I  do  not  think  tlie  order  contained  any 
.  reference  to  any  emergency.  As  far  as  I  now  recollect,  I  think  tlie  order  was 
that  purchases  should  be  made  from  no  other  source.  I  put  in  the  clause  about 
emergency  myself,  because  I  saw  at  once  that  if  the  supply  car  should  be  de- 
tained, or  anything  like  that  occur,  there  might  an  emergency  arise  requiring 
supplies  to  be  obtained  elsewhere. 

Question.  You  interpolated  tliat  because  you  thought  an  esigoncy  might 
happen  that  would  require  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  was  the  object  of  that  restriction? 

Answer.  I  suppose,  in  order  that  they  should  have  sufficient  support  to  ena- 
ble them  to  carry  on  the  scheme.  I  myself  rather  favored  the  plan  at  the  time, 
for  the  reason  that  the  surgeons  complained  of  the  difficulty  of  procuring  these 
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tilings.  I  t.liought  I  liad  reason  to  suspect  that  the  local  dealers  wore  bribing 
the  siewarda  of  the  hospitals  to  deal  with  them.  I  could  not  prove  it,  b«t  from 
iadirect  information  that  reached  me  I  was  inclined  to  believe  that  of  them. 

Qneation.  Had  yon  any  conversation  with  the  Surgeon  General  on  the  subject 
of  this  plan  of  procuring  supplies? 

Answer.  Very  little ;  the  conversation  I  had  with  him  did  not  amount  to 
much.     I  think  that  I  ■approved  the  plan  when  suggested  to  me,  as  far  as  I  can 


Qaestion.  Wil  you     .at    what  the  plan  was.  as  far  as  you  can  i-emember? 

Answer.  That  be  San  a  y  Commission  should  purchase  all  the  hospitals 
needed  in  Philad  1  a  whe  e  he  market  was  good,  and  famish  them  at  ratap 
equally  as  low  if  n  w  than  the  local  dealers  were  furnishing  the  same 
articles  to  the  hoap  la  We  ould  not,  at  that  time,  purchase  the  variety  of 
vegetables  we  wanted  without  paying  enormously  high  for  them. 

Question.  Are  you  sure  the  commission  always  furnished  those  articles  cheaper 
than  they  eonld  be  obtained  from  other  sources  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that,  as  a  general  rule,  they  have  done  so.  Latterly  I  have 
been  inquiring  into  the  matter  again  to  see  if  I  could  modify  it  with  advantage 
in  any  way.  I  have  had  reports  from  some  of  tlie  surgeons,  and  I  find  that  in 
some  of  the  articles  they  are  yet  lower  than  the  loeal  dealers ;  in  other  articles 
they  are  about  equal  to,  and  in  some  cases  higher  than,  the  local  dealers.  For 
instance,  I  think  you  can  purchase  potatoes  of  the  local  dealera  a  few  cents  per 
bushel  cheaper  than  the  commission  furnishes  them. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  this  Sanitary  Oommiasiou  does  with  the  specific 
articles  furnished  them  by  the  benevolent  of  the  country  for  charitable  purposes  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  they  distribute  a  largo  portion  of  them  to  the  hospitals.  I 
nndeiatand  that  they  give  very  fi-eely  when  asked.  I  think  that,  generally 
speaking,  they  want  money  more  than  articles  in  kind. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  that  they  convert  these  articles  received  in 
kind  into  money  and  thea  purchase  other  articles  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  no  reason  to  think  so. 

Question.  They  make  their  purchases  with  money  i-eceived  from  charitable 
sources  1 

Answer,  Tcs,  sir.  They  receive  a  great  many  things  in  kind  which  they 
distribute. 

Question.  You  have  no  knowledge  of  the  extent  of  their  business,  you  have 
said  1. 

Answer,  None  whatever.  I  have  never  mixed  myself  up  with  them  ia  any 
shape  or  way.  I  have  never  had  any  dealings  with  them  except  in  this  one 
instance,  and  then  hy  direction  of  the  Sm'geon  General,  and  occasionally  giving 
themordei-B  for  transportation  at  the  request  of  other  medical  directors;  tliat  is, 
under  general  order  of  tlie  War  Department. 

Question.  Was  the  Surgeon  Genei-al  authorized  to  designate  the  source  iiom 
which  these  things  should  be  purchased  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  sources  t 

Answer,  I  do  notkoow,  except  that  be  as  eumed  that  authority,  supposing  it  to 
be  best.  I  do  not  know  any  law  npon  the  subject.  1  suppose  he  assumed  it 
from  his  general  authority  as  Surgeon  General. 

Question.  I  think  you  say  he  never  explained  to  you  the  reason  for  restrict- 
ing these  purchases  to  the  Sanitary  Commission  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  never  did.  But  I  assumed  that  the  reason  was  in  order 
to  give  them  sufficient  encouragement  and  support  to  eaahle  them  to  carry  out 
the  scheme. 

Question.  Would  not  purehases  be  made  to  better  advantage  by  Uhing  the 
competition  of  the  open  market? 
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Answer,  I  tLint  not.  I  t!iiuk  tliat  you  will  finil  that,  on  tlio  whole,  tbey 
have  sold,  below  market  rates  here. 

Queation.  Do  you  know  any  paiticnlar  advantages  that  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mission had  for  making  their  purchases,  or  why  they  eould  afford  to  sapply 
those  ai'ticlee  cheaper  1 

Answer.  Only  that  they  did  not  pretend  to  make  any  profit  whatever  oa 
them.  They  have  their  agents  to  huy  and  send  here,  and  they  sell  for  exactly 
what  the  articles  coat  them.     The  dealers,  of  course,  want  to  make  their  profit. 

Question.  Xhey  had  their  agents  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  make  puichasee 
for  them  ! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  sent  the  articles  here  every  day. 

Question.  Tou  say  you  do  not  know  the  extent  of  their  dealings  or  purchases  1 

Answer.  I  could  very  readily  give  it,  for  the  supply  of  the  hospitals  here  by 
■  taking  the  different  orders  of  the  surgeons  from  time  to  time.  It  varies  con- 
tianally  according  to  the  number  of  patients.  On  some  one  day  there  may  be 
200  patients  transfei-red  to  the  hospital,  and  five  or  six  days  afterwards  they 
may  he  i-emoved.  The  rations  of  the  hospital  is  a  matter  which  is  left  entirely 
with  the  surgeon. 

Question.  Did  the  Surgeon  General  have  any  dealings  with  tliia  Sanitary 
Commission  any  further  than  related  to  the  supply  of  the  hospitals  1 

Answer.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 
By  Mr.  Giooch : 

Question.  When  this  circular  was  issued  was  it  understood  that  there  was 
to  be  any  concealment  about  it,  or  was  it  an  open  transaction  1 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  open. 

Question.  Was  there  any  effort  made  to  conceal  it  from  the  public,  either  on 
the  pait  of  the  Surgeon  General  oc  of  the  Sanitai-y  Commission  ? 

Answer.  Not  at  all,  so  far  as  I  know.     The  local  dealers  knew  it  very  soon. 

Question.  Did  it  become  geneially  known  1 

Answer.  I  think  it  mnit  have  been 

Question.  The  leason  for  it  ■na=ithat  you  could  not  get  here  exactly  the 
articles  you  needed  and  therefoie  the  Surgeon  General  made  aa  ai'rangement 
with  the  Sanitaiy  (jommi&sion  to  supply  those  articles,  they  being  able  to  do  it 
better  than  anybody  the  and  being  i^illing  to  do  so  without  making  any  profit 
on  the  articles  ? 

Answer.  That  was  my  understanding  of  the  matter  at  the  time. 

Question.  And  y(ju  give  it  as  your  opinion  that  the  hospitals  have  been  better 
and  more  economically  supplied  by  that  arrangement  than  by  any  other  ? 

Answer.  1  think  so  from  the  time  it  was  started  to  the  present  moment,     I 
think  that  ia  the  general  opinion,  too,  as  expressed  to  mc  by  the  surgeons  in 
chai-ge  of  the  hospitals. 
By  the  chainnan; 

Question.  Did  the  War  Department  know  of  this  order  1 

Answer.  I  do  cot  know  that  th^y  did. 

Question.  How  long  was  business  done  under  this  circular  or  order? 

Answer.  They  ai'C  still  doing  it,  and  have  done  so  since  last  June.  Latterly 
1  have  been  making  inquiry  to  see  if  it  should  be  longer  continued,  and  I  find 
that  they  still  supply  many  articles,  such  as  poultry,  mutton,  &c.,  cheaper  than 
the  local  dealei-s  do.  But  I  find  that  I  can  purchase  from  the  local  dealers  some 
of  the  vegetables  cheaper  than  the  Sanitary  Commission  can  supply  them.  For 
instance,  I  find  I  can  purchase  potatoes  of  local  dealers  four  or  five  cents  cheaper 
er  bushel  than  I  can  of  the  Sanitary  Commission. 
ByMr.  Odell; 

Question.  On  the  whole,  what  is  the  result  of  your  investigation  ? 
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Answer.  On  the  wIioIp,  the  arrangcmeut  witli  tlie  Sanitary  Commission  has 
been  of  advantage  to  the  hospiUls.  And  I  have  every  veaBOQ  to  helieve  that 
the  whole  thing  was  entered  uito  in  good  faith  on  both  sides,  and  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  hospitals. 


Tesdiiiony  of  Mr.  E.  T.  Fowler. 

Washixgton,  Fehrtiaiy  2{i,  1864. 
Mr.  E.  T,  FoWLEU  sworn  and  examined 
By  Mr.  Gooch : 

Question.  What  is  youi-  occupation  and  place  of  residence? 

Answer.  I  am  an  ice-dealer,  and  reside  at  Medford,  Massachusetts, 

Question.  Do  you  know  auything  in  i-elation  to  the  maimer  in  which  the 
government  was  supplied  with  ice  last  year? 

Answer.  All  I  know  was  simply  about  the  loading  and  measurement  of  the 
vesaela,  which  was  the  measurement  of  the  eatire  hold  of  the  vessel,  without  al- 
lowing anything  for  damage  or  for  the  projections  of  the  deck.  The  amount 
the  vessel  would  carry  was  determined  by  that  measurement.  They  just  went 
to  the  ice-house  and  tan  in  the  ice  as  it  happened,  I  was  shipping  ice  at  the 
same  time,  and  at  the  same  point.  If  Mr.  Tiffany  wanted  a  vessel,!  could  not 
get  one,  because  I  was  puttiiig  iu  my  ice  by  weight,  and  he  had  some  20  per 
cent,  more  by  hie  measui-emeot  than  I  did  by  mine.  The  parties  who  owned 
tlie  vessel  stated  at  the  time  that  that  was  the  reason.  A  vessel  rated  at  200 
tons  eoidd  not  possibly  he  made  to  hold  more  than  150  tons  of  ice. 

Question.  At  what  place  was  this? 

Answer.  Gai-diuer,  Maine. 

Question.  Were  you  shipping  ice  from  that  place  at  the  same  time? 

Answer,  Tes,  sir;  I  was  shipping  to  different  parts  of  the  south. 

Questiofl.  Who  made  this  measurement  that  you  speak  of? 

Answer.  D.  0.  Palmer,  of  Gardiner. 

Question.  What  is  his  business? 

Answer.  A  surveyor  of  lumber;  tiat  is  all  1  know. 

Question.  Had  he  any  connexion  with  Mr.  Tiffany? 

Answer,  None  that  I  know  of.  He  was  usually  a  fair  man,  but  the  only 
surveyor  in  the  place  that  would  have  anything  to  do  with  it,  because  it  was  a 
fraud.  I  know  one  party  who  refused  to  measure  in  that  way,  and  assigned 
tliat  as  the  reason,  although  afterwards  he  had  some  connexion  with  Mr.  Tiffany. 

Question,  He  refused  because  he  considered  it  a  fraud? 

Answer,  Xes,  sir,  he  so  stated  to  me. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Tiffany  there  at  the  time? 

Answer,  He  was  there  off  and  on;  his  agent  was  there  all  the  time;  there 
and  at  fiiehmond. 

(Jueation.  Knowing  the  registered  toanage  of  a  vessel,  can  you  determine 
witli  accuracy  the  utimber  of  tons  of  ice  she  will  carry  ? 

Answer.  Bhe  will  caiTy  of  ice  about  foui'-iifths  of  her  registered  tonnage;  a 
little  more,  perhaps.  We  geserally  measure  a  vessel  by  taking  the  number  of 
tons  of  coal  she  will  carry  as  tlie  standard  of  measurement,  and  she  will  caiTy 
30  per  cent,  more  coal  than  anything  else,  and  these  bills  of  lading  for  ice  (re- 
ferring to  bills  of  lading  of  Mr.  Tiffany)  would,  all  of  them,  I  think,  oveiTun 
the  tonnage  iu  coai  from  15  to  20  per  cent.;  whereas  they  should  have  fallen 
short  tliat  amount;  that  is,  the  bills  of  lading  for  those  vessels  of  Mr.  Tiffany 
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call  for  at  least  25  per  cent,  more  ice  tban  the  vessels  could  possibly  cany; 
certainly  more  than  1  could  f!;et  in  by  ■weighing  the  ice. 

Qtteation.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  manner  in  which  this  ice  was 
stowed  in  these  vessels? 

Answei'.  I  presume  it  "was  fairly  stowed;  I  do  not  know  anything  to  the 
contrary. 

Questioo.  Of  how  many  vessels  or  cargoes  of  ice  did  you  have  knowledge  1 
Answer,  Mr.  Tiffany  was  shipping  there  all  through  the  months  of  June  and 
July ;  perhaps  twenty  vessels. 

Questioti.  Do  you  know  whether  the  rule  you  have  referred  to  was  the  rule 
adopted  iu  sU  the  shipments  of  ice  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  supplied  WaBhington  with  ice  last  year  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Mr.  Tiffany. 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  the  ice  was  stowed  herel 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  all  you  know  in  regard  to  that. 

Answer.  The  examination  of  the  ice-house  which  I  made  convinced  me  that 
it  was  an  entirely  unfit  place  in  which  to  store  ice.  The  filling  between  the 
walls  was  such  that  air  would  he  admitted  freely,  which,  of  course,  would  lead 
to  a  waste  of  the  ice. 

Question.  By  whom  was  that  ice-house  built? 
Answer.  By  Mr.  Tiffany,  as  I  underatand. 

Question.  In  which  to  store  the  ice  he  furnished  the  government? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  Mr.  Tifiany  s^d  that  in  draughting  the  bills  of  lading  he  had 
his  own  way,  and  had  them  so  draaghted  to  suit  his  own  purposes. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  vessels  which  Tiffany  loaded  with  ice 
were  filled  as  full  as  they  could  be? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know;  I  did  not  see  them,  but  I  heard  it  reported  that 
they  were  not  very  particular  about  that. 

Question.  Can  you  tell  what  wonld  be  a  fair  price  for  ice  delivered  on  board 
a  vessel  to  be  supplied  to  this  station,  and  to  the  various  points  along  the  coast, 
for  which  ice  has  been  advertised  recently  ? 

Answer.  At  the  other  end  of  the  route,  at  Boston,  the  price  is  about  $2  50  a 
tou;  $2  25  is  the  very  lowest  it  can  be  bought  for. 
Question.  How  is  it  in  Maine! 

Answer.  You  can  get  it  in  Maine  for  about  half  a  dollar  a  ton  less. 
Question.  "What  wonld  it  cost  for  freight  from  Boston  and  fi-om  Maine  ? 
Answer.  There  is  30  per  cent,  difference  in  the  freight  between  Boston  and 
Maine. 

Question.  What  would  it  cost  per  ton  from  Boston  to  be  delivered  in  Wash- 
ington? 

Answer.  The  freight  would  be  about  $3  a  ton  from  Maine,  perhaps  a  little 
more,  and  about  #2  from  Boston. 

Question.  Then  what  would  be  the  wastage  in  bringing  the  ice  here,  stowing 
it  in  the  ice-house,  and  delivering  it  to  the  hospitals? 
Answer.  About  one-half,  50  per  cent. 

Question.  What  would  be  the  cost  of  cartage  per  ton  to  put  it  in  the  ice-honsp 
here  and  deliver  it  to  the  hospitals? 

Answer.  Somewhere  fi-om  $2  50  to  $3  a  ton,  as  tliey  might  call  for  it. 
Question.  TJien  what  would  be  the  lowest  price  that  ice  could  be  furnished 
here,  delivered  at  the  hospitals  from  time  to  time  as  required  1 
Answer.  Prom  $11  to  $12  a  ton  would  be  the  lowest. 
Question.  What  would  it  be  at  Fortress  Monroe  ? 

Answer.  It  would  he  a  little  cheaper  tliere  than  here ;  by  the  cargo  it  would 
cost  about  t9  a  ton. 
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.  What  at  Norfolk? 
Answer.  Very  little  difference ;  perhaps  $10  a  ton. 
Question.  What  at  Newbem,  Korth  Carolina  ? 
Answer.  From  315  to  $16. 
Question,  And  at  Hilton  Headi 
Answer.  Abont  $11  or  Sia. 

Question.  What  would  be  the  cost  of  ice  delivered  in  the  ice-house  here  ? 
Answer.  About  $7  a  ton;  the  wastage  would  not  be  aa  much  as  in  the  other 


Testimony  of  Mr.  A.  Tracy  Eilgerton. 

Wasiii\gT(|,\',  Fehruary  2G,  1S64. 

Mr.  A.  Tbacy  Edgerton  sworn  and  osamiiicd. 
By  Mr.  Gooch : 

Question.  Wliere  is  your  place  of  residence,  and  what  is  your  occupation  t 

Answer.  My  place  of  residence  is  Cypress  avenue,  Ijong  Island ;  I  have  no 
occupation  at  present. 

Question.  What  has  been  your  occupation  or  business? 

Answer.  Importing  brandies  and  gins. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  in  the  ice  business  ? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  From  what  time  to  what  time,  and  to  what  extent  1 

Answer.  In  1862  and  1863. 

Question.  Have  you  had  anything  to  do  with  the  ice  business,  excepting  so 
far  aa  you  were  connected  with  supplying  ice  to  the  government  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  sold  to  outside  parties  last  summer. 

Question.  Whei-e,  and  to  what. extent? 

Answer.  In  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  but  to  no  great  extent. 

Question.  To  what  extent  1 

Answer.  Two  cargoes;  one  for  Philadelphia,  and  one  for  Baltimore. 

Question.  Then  you  never  had  been  in  the  ice  business  until  you  went  into 
it  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  government  1 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  you  first  furnish  ice  to  the  government  ? 

Answer.  In  the  summer  of  1S6S. 

Question.  To  what  extent  ? 

Answer.  Two  vessels. 

Question.  Where? 

Answer.  One  at  Norfolk,  and  one  on  the  Peninsula, 

Question.  What  were  the  terms  of  your  contract  ? 

Answer.  There  was  not  any  contract.     It  was  a  private  sale. 

Question.  Tou  sold  two  cargoes  to  the  government  at  private  sale,  and  that 
was  all  you  sold  to  the  government  in  1862  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  there  any  trouble  in  relation  to  that  ice  between  you  and  any 
officer  of  the  government?     If  so,  state  what  it  was. 

Answer.  I  had  some  difScuIty  with  Colonel  Baker  here,  about  the  ice  sold  on 
the  Peninsula.  It  was  said  that  I  charged  the  government  half  a  cent  per 
pound  for  the  ice  more  than  I  iBgreed  to  sell  it  for.     That  was  all  the  difficulty. 

Question.  How  was  it  settled  ? 

Answer.  It  was  settled  by  refunding  a  half  a  cent  per  pound ;  that  is  the 
way  it  now  remains.  O  O  O  Q I C 
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Qudation.  I'rom  whom  did  you  receive  your  money  t 

Answer,  i'rom  the  Snvgeon  Gteneral's  department. 

Question.  To  whom  did  yoa  refund  the  money? 

Answer.  To  Colonel  Baker. 

Question.  With  whom  was  the  bargain  made  for  the  ice  i 

Answer.  To  Dr.  Charles  H.  Tretler,  medical  director  of  the  army  of  the  Po- 
tomse. 

Question.  To  whom  was  tho  ice  delivered? 

Answer.  To  the  em-geoos  of  the  army  corps  and  to  the  hospituU  and  trans- 
ports. 

Question.  Was  your  bargain  made  in  writing  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  partly  by  telegraph  and  partly  in  writing.  The 
papers  are  all  together. 

Question.  Have  you  the  telegrams  and  the  written  contract  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not.     I  deposited  them  with  luy  vouchers. 

Question.  Where  did  you  deposit  them  1 

Answer.  In  the  Surgeon  General's  office. 

Question.  How  happened  it  that  Colonel  BaJier  liad  anything  to  do  with 
your  contract  for  ice  1 

Answer.  It  arose  out  of  a  dispute  with  other  parties.  Dr.  Tretler  was  the 
medical  director  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac.  I  telegraphed  to  him — be  was 
at  Savage  Station  at  the  time — if  he  wanted  the  ice,  and  he  telegraphed  bact 
be  would  take  it ;  and  it  was  distributed  at  different  places,  as  ordered  by  the 
medical  directors  of  the  different  coi-ps.     I  afterwards  saw  Dr.  Ti-etler,  and  he 

fti'e  me  a  written  order  to  send  the  balance  of  the  cargo  by  cars  to  Savage 
tation.  That  written  order,  the  telegraphic  communications,  and  eveiylhing 
of  the  kind,  were  handed  in  with  the  vouchers. 

A  party  whom  I  had  taken  out  in  the  trip,  because  we  did  not  agree  ia  the 
settlement  of  our  business  transactions,  sent  aperaonto  Washington  to  state  that 
I  had  ehai^d  half  a  cent  a  pound  more  for  the  ice  than  I  had  agreed  to  sell  it 
for.  Now,  there  ia  everything  in  the  papers  to  show  the  true  state  of  the  facts ; 
all  the  different  receipts,  vouchers,  orders,  and  everything  of  the  kind,  are  to- 
gether. I  have  endeavored  to  get  at  the  papers  to  find  out  what  the  charge  was, 
but  have  not  been  able  to  do  so. 

Question.  From  whom  did  you  receive  payment  1 

Answer.  From  the  quartermaster's  department ;  that  is,  I  passed  my  claim  to 
Jay  Cooke  &  Co.,  and  they  made  the  collection. 

Question,  How  long  was  it  after  this  money  was  paid  over  to  you  that  you 
were  called  upon  to  refund  1 

Answer.  Within  two  or  three  months. 

Qiiestion.  State  the  particulars  of  the  transaction. 

Answer.  My  brother-in-law,  David  S.  Weinbrenuer,  of  Philadelphia,  paid  the 
money  over  to  Colonel  Baker. 

Question.  Who  made  the  demand  for  the  money  to  be  refunded,  and  whea 
and  where? 

Answer.  I  was  in  Baltimore,  and  an  officer  came  over  to  bring  me  to  Wash- 
ington, 

Question.  Who  was  that  ofScer? 

Answer,  His  name  was  Morris,     He  ia  now  at  Tertress  Monroo,  I  believe. 

Question,  What  office  did  he  hold  ? 

Answer,  He  was  attached  to  Colonel  Baker's  depfti"tmcnt. 

Question.  Do  you  know  his  rank,  or  given  name  t 

Answer.  They  called  him  major.  1  do  not  know  his  given  name.  He 
brought  me  on  here,  and  took  me  to  Colonel  Baker's  office. 

Question.  What  took  place  there  1 

Answer.  Thoy  took  me  into  a  back  room,  took  my  watch  and  my  money  out 
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of  my  pockets,  took  my  ring  off  my  fiofjer,  took  every  paper  I  iiad  on  my  per- 
son, took  off  ray  boots,  and  sect  me  to  Capitol  prison. 

Question,  "What  ivaa  suid  at  tlie  time  1  Did  tliey  inform  you  what  that  was 
done  for? 

Auawer,  They  asked  me  if  I  had  charged  the  government  a  half  a  cent  a 
pouud  more  than  I  had  agreed  to  take  for  tlie  iee,  and  I  told  them  I  had  not. 
They  told  me  I  would  have  an  examination  the  next  day,  but  I  never  had  any 
esaiuination.  My  brother-in-law  was  telegraphed  to  come  on.  He  came,  and  I 
saw  him  twice  at  the  Old  Capitol  prison,  hut  only  for  a  minate  or  two.  The  aest 
night  after  I  waa  taken  to  the  prison  I  was  taken  out  and  taken  down  to 
Colonel  Baker's  office,  and  some  questions  asked  me  in  i-egard  to  the  same  things 
— questions  of  the  same  nature  as  before.  I  waa  then  remanded  to  the  Old  Capi- 
tol. My  brother-in-law  paid  to  Colonel  Baker  the  difference  of  half  a  cent  a 
pound,  and  some  long  time  afterwards  I  was  released  without  any  examination 
in  the  case  in  aiiy  manner,  shape,  or  form. 

Question.  How  loag  a  time  after  ? 

Answer.  I  was  in  the  Old  Capitol  prison  eight  w^eks. 

Qxiestiou.  Do  you  know  whether  anybody  else  b«t  Colonel  Baker  and  hia 
men  had  any  knowledge  of  your  awest  t  I  mean  any  other  officer  of  the 
government. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  Thei-e  was  an  outsider,  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Heary,  said  to  me  in  Baltimore  that  if  I  would  pay  the  money  then  and  there 
the  tiling  would  be  settled.     I  told  him  I  would  not  do  it. 

Question.  What  was  the  amount? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  about  $1,500 ;  I  cannot  tell  ejiactly. 

Question.  What  was  the  man's  name? 

Answer.  Edwin  Henry;  he  is  now  a  quartermaster. 

Question.  Had  you  had  any  personal  connexion  with  him? 

Answer.  Yea,  sir;  he  had  been  a  customer  of  mine  years  before,  but  had 
failed  and  owed  me  money. 

Question.  Do  yoa  know  how  he  happened  to  be  present  at  your  arrest  ? 

Answer.  He  said  he  had  come  down  with  officer  Morris,  if  possible,  to  settle 
the  matter ;  that  if  I  would  settle  up  the  matter  of  difficulty  between  another 
party  and  myself,  these  things  could  all  be  settled. 

Question.  Settle  up  with  whom! 

Answer.  The  party  I  went  in  with  in  this  ice  business.  At  one  time  when  I 
was  in  New  York,  the  party  said  to  me,  "  Will  you  advance  half  the  money 
and  load  a  vessel  with  ice  and  send  it  down  to  the  army?"  He  persuaded  me 
into  it.  After  the  vessel  was  loaded,  I  had  to  make  all  the  diaborsemeuts ;  and 
after  the  party  got  down  there,  I  found  that  he  was  an  habitual  drunkard,  and 
I  had  to  take  hold  and  do  everythirig  myself.  There  had  been  an  agreement 
that  we  should  sliare  the  profits  equally.  After  we  returned  I  told  him  I 
would  not  do  that,  because  he  Lad  advanced  no  money  and  had  done  nothing ; 
that  I  would  only  pay  him  so  much.  From  that  arose  all  the  trouble;  a  per- 
son was  sent  to  Wasliington  by  him.  to  make  all  this  difficulty,  because  I  would 
not  pay  this  outside  party  what  he  wanted. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  wheji  Colonel  Baker's  officer.  Major 
MoiTiB,  went  to  Baltimore  to  arrest  you,  there  went  with  him  a  Mr.  Henry, 
then  a  civilian  and  now  a  quartermaster,  who  told  you  there,  that  if  you  would 
pay  to  this  man  in  pai'tnership  with  you  in  this  ice  business  the  amount  he 
claimed,  that  would  end  the  matter? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  refused  to  do  that  ? 

Anawer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  were  then  bronght  here  and  put  in  prison? 

Auawer.  Yes,  sir;  the  next  day.  ,-,  . 
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Question.  Was  there  any  pi-oposition  of  tliat  kind  made  to  you  aftorwardB, 
or  any  intimation  made  to  you  by  any  person  that  you  eould  be  let  off  by 
settling  up  with  your  partner  in  the  ice  business  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  Major  Morris  present  when  Henry  made  this  proposition  to 
you] 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  was  at  the  hotel.  I  met  Henry  in  the  street,  and  he 
asked  me  to  go  and  take  a  drink  with  him ;  I  did  not  cure  about  it,  hut  finally 
consented.  We  went  to  the  Fountain  Ina  hotel,  on  Light  street,  where  he 
introduced  me  to  Major  Morris.  Then  Henry  took  me  one  side  up  stairs,  when 
this  eoavereation  took  place. 

Question.  Then  what  was  done? 

Answer.  I  told  him  that  I  did  not  believe  any  snch  thing;  I  insisted  that  he 
was  humbugging  me,  and  told  him  to  go  down  and  get  his  papers.  He  went 
down,  then  came  up  again,  and  then  went  down  again,  I  felt  convinced  he  was 
trifling  wiUi  me,  and  I  left  the  hotel  by  the  back  way.  The  next  day  I  was  in 
a  store  on  G-.ty  sti-eet  on  some  business,  and  two  officers  came  in  there  and  ar- 
rested me. 

Qnestion.  Who  were  they? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  their  names. 

Question.  Was  either  of  them  Major  Mon'is? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  conducted  me'to  the  provost  marshal's  office,  and 
Major  Morris  came  in  there.  Then  one  of  the  officers  who  arrested  me,  Major 
Morris  and  myself  came  down  to  Washington  together. 

Question.  After  you  got  out  of  the  Capitol  prison,  did  you  communicate  the 
fact  of  your  airest  to  any  officer  of  the  government  in  Washington  1 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  to  a  soul;  because  when  I  got  oat  they  had  my  pa- 
pers, mj  watch  and  my  ring,  and  it  took  me  a  long  time  to  get  them. 

Qnestion.  When,  where,  and  from  whom  did  you  get  them? 

Answer.  I  got  them  through  Jndge  Knox,  of  Philadelphia ;  I  think  Mr. 
Wood,  the  superintendent  of  the  prison,  was  the  cause  of  the  retnrn  of  my  watch 
and  ring.  When  I  left  the  Old  Oapitol,  Mr.  Wood  said  to  me  "  There  is  the 
order  for  your  release."  I  asked  "From  what  department?"  He  said,  "I 
cannot  show  you;  but  you  can  go  when  you  please,  and  where  you  please."  I 
said,  "  Mr.  Wood,  I  have  lettei'a  and  papers  in  the  hands  of  Colonel  Baker,  and 
my  watch,  ling  and  money  are  theie;"  said  he  "  Ton  better  go  straight  home 
now,  and  I  will  see  that  you  get  them."  I  saw  Judge  Knox  with  my  brother- 
in-law,  and  he  wrote  for  the  return  of  those  things,  and  Colonel  Baker  wrote 
back,  so  Judge  Knox  told  me,  that  they  had  been  returned.  I  wrote  either  to 
Mr.  Wood  or  to  the  clerk  of  the  Cid  Capitol,  and  he  wrote  back  word  that  they 
had  called  upon  Colonel  Baker,  and  Colonel  Bakef  said  they  h,ad  been  returned ; 
and  I  got  them  in  the  course  of  a  week  aftei-wai-ds,  I  was  told  that  if  I  went 
up  there  after  my  watch  and  ring  I  would  he  locked  up  again. 

Question.  Who  told  yon  that? 

Answer.  Parties  in  the  Old  Capitol — I  cannot  tell  their  names;  bat  parties 
■who  had  been  under  aii-est  there,  and  when  they  got  out,  had  gone  after  their 
property  and  been  sent  back  again. 

.  Question,  Have  you  ever  been  to  the  Sui^on  General,  or  to  any  other 
ofBcer,  and  requested  to  see  your  contract  and  telegrams,  in  order  to  detenniae 
whether  or  not  you  had  taken  more  for  your  ice  tlian  you  were  entitled  to  t 

Answer.  I  came  oa  with  my  brother-in-law  to  Washington,  and  we  went  to 
Judge  Advocate  Turner,  and  asked  to  see  the  order  for  arrest  and  the  papers 
in  the  case ;  I  think  we  called  twice.  The  first  day  we  were  promised  that  we 
should  see  them  the  next  day.  We  went  the  next  day,  but  we  did  not  see  them. 
I  understood  that  there  were  no  papers — that  is,  that  there  was  an  order  for  the 
arrest,  or  anything  of  that  kind,    ily  brother- in-law  wrote  to  the  judge  advocate 
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about  it,  and  a  letter  came  back  with  tliia  indorBement  on  it :  "  Referred  for  in- 
formation to  tlie  Secretary  of  War." 

Question.  Did  you  ever  ask  to  see  your  contract  and  telegrams  1 

Answer.  I  told  Colonel  Baker 

Question.  Did  you  ever  satisfy  yourself  whetter  tliat  money  had, been  wrong- 
fully taken  from  the  government  by,  yon  1 

Answer.  It  had  not  been. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  ezamiae  the  telegrams  and  contract  so  as  to  deter- 
mine whether  or  not  there  was  an  error  in  the  amount  received  by  you  from 
the  goveniment? 

Answer.  No,  sir,     I  have  had  no  chance  to  see  them. 

Question.  Haveyoii  ever  applied  to  the  Surgeon  General  for  them? 

Answer.  I  put  them  in  some  qnarteimaster'a  department,  and  I  have  not 
seen  them  since. 

Question.  Did  you  furnish  any  ice  to  the  government  last  year  ? 

Answer.  I  did  ;  to  three  different  places. 

Question.  What  places  ? 

Answer.  Norfolk,  Virginia;  Newbern,  North  Carolina,  and  Hilton  Head, 
South  Carolina. 

Question.  Was  any  one  connected  with  you  in  your  contracts  last  year! 

Answer.  No,  air. 

Question.  You  had  no  connexion  with  Mr.  Tiffany  ia  those  contracts  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  Mr.  Tifiany  1 

Answer.  I  met  him  in  Mr.  Johnson's  office  prior  to  the  conti'acta,  and  ho 
spoke  to  me,  and  I  remembered  having  met  him  before. 

Question.  Had  you  any  acc[uaintanee  with  the  Surgeon  General  or  any  one 
in  his  office  ? 

Answer.  Not  at  the  time  I  took  the  contract;  nor  with  any  one  in  the  medi- 
cal purveyor's  department. 

Question.  Ton  saw  the  advertisement  for  ice  ? 

Answer.  Yea,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hand  in  yoni  proposal  in  response  to  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  to  Mr.  Henry  Johnson,  medical  purveyor. 

Question.  What  were  the  terms  of  your  propositiou  ? 

Answer.  I  offered  to  furnish  ice  for  $8  50  to  Norfolk,  $10  60  to  Ncwhcrn, 
and  $11  to  Hilton  Head. 

Question.  To  be  delivered  into  the  ice-hodsea  there  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  to  he  delivered  by  bill  of  lading. 

Question.  The  weight  to  be  taken  as  per  bill  of  lading  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  the  point  where  it  was  loaded  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  your  original  proposition  1 

Answer.  It  was  so  uudei'Stood  before  the  contract  was  given  to  me. 

Question.  Was  that  ia  yonr  original  proposition  i 

Answer.  That  I  cannot  say ;  a  copy  of  it  is  on  file. 

Question.  Do  you  not  now  remember  ia  i-elation  to  your  original  proposition  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  anythiog  definite  is  stated  in  it,  except  that  I  pro- 
posed to  furnish  ice  at  those  places  at  such  aud  such  prices. 

Question.  You  proposed  to  deliver  ico  at,  those  points  at  the  prices  you  have 
stated  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  expected  your  ice  to  be  weighed  there  ^ 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  my  understanding  was  that  it  was  to  be  taken  by  bill  oi 
lading ;  that  was  my  expectation  in  making  my  figm'ea.  ^ 

Question.  From  what  point  or  points  did  yon  ship  your  ice?,,  ..,.  h,  CiOOqIc 
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Answer.  ITrom  Herring  gut,  Groose  creek,  and  Soutliport,  Maine. 

Question.  Oau  you  tel!  in  what  vp«ae!s  you  shipped  ice  t 

Answer.  I  eim  name  some  of  them. 

Question.  Give  xia  the  names. 

Answer.  Xhe  Means ;  two  vessals  calh-d  the  Fish,  the  0.  N,  Francis.  I 
do  not  think  I  could  remember  them  all. 

Question.  Did  you  fulfil  your  cgatiact  I 

Answer.  Ye«,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  supply  Newbem  with  all  the  ice  rec[uiied  there  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  not  the  government  obliged  to  buy  ice  of  an  ice  dealer  in 
Wewbem  1 

Answer.  No,  sir.  The  government  took  a  cargo  of  my  ice  and  used  it  for 
private  purposes,  and  1  had  to  wait  some  two  or  three  montlis  before  I  got  my 
money. 

Question.  Did  yoti  ship  ice  to  Newborn  by  the  schooner  Magnet  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  The  statement  has  been  made  that  you  shipped  ice  to  Newhemby 
the  schooner  Magnet;  that  the  bill  of  lading  called  fur  93  tons,  and  that  it  was 
snrveyed  when  it  got  there,  and  only  l'i'^-o%  tons  found  in  it. 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  of  that  kind  ever  took  place. 

Question.  And  that  there  was  another  cargo  by  another  vessel,  the  bill  of 
lading  for  125  tons,  and  only  43  tons  arrived. 

Answer.  There  was  nothing  of  that  kind. 

Question.  What  medical  officer  received  your  ice  there  1 

Answer.  Dr.  Snelling,  the  most  of  it. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  complaint  from  Dr.  Snelling  in  relation  to  your 
ie«? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  complaint  from  any  officer  of  the  government 
authorized  to  receive  your  ice? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  you  determine  the  quantity  of  ice   put  on  board  the 

Answer.  It  was  weighed  on  board. 

Question.  It  was  not  determined  by  the  measurement  of  the  hold  of  the 
vessels  1 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  never  heard  of  measuring  ice  on  board  a  vessel  in  that 
way. 

Question.  Who  superintended  the  loading  of  your  ice  1 

Answer.  The  parties  fi-om  whom  I  bought  it.  The  parties  I  bought  it  of 
weighed  ij  themselves,  and  I  paid  them  in  accordance  to  that  weight. 

Question.  From  what  persons  did  you  purchase  ice? 

Answer.  From  Mr.  Gore,  of  Boston ;  George  W.  Gilmore,  of  Southport, 
Maine ;  and  Mr.  Oai-leton,  of  Rockport,  Goose  creek,  Maine. 

Question.  Did  you  pay  for  the  same  number  of  tons  of  ice  that  you  charged 
the  government  for? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Can  you  furnish  us  with  the  names  of  the  vessels  by  which  you 
shipped  your  ice,  the  tonnage  of  each  vessel,  and  the  quantity  of  ice  on  board 
each  vessel? 

Answer,  I  can  do  it,  but  it  will  take  some  time. 

Question.  Will  you  do  so  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  take  anything  else  in  the  holds  of  the  vessels  in  which 
you  shipped  ice? 
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Answer.  Two  or  tliree  times  I  ptit  some  small  packages  of  liiifter  for  the 
liospitaJs  in.  on  top  of  tlie  ice  to  keep  it  cool ;  nothing  else. 

Question.  Did  you,  at  any  time,  purchase  a  cargo  of  ice,  or  a  pnrtioii  of  a 
cargo,  at  Hilton  Head? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  of  Mr.  Darling. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  with  it  ? 

Answer.  I  aold  it  to  the  government. 

Question.  At  what  price,  and  on  what  terms  1 

Answer.  Jnst  the  same  price  as  I  contracted  for.  I  asked  the  medical  de- 
partment if  they  wanted  it;  thev  said  they  did,  and  I  sold  it  to  them. 

Question.  It  was  taken  by  bill  of  lading? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  any  alteration  or  change  made  in  the  bill  of  lading  ? 

Answi'i.  I  took  the  bill  of  lading  from  the  gentleman  I  bought  it  of. 

Question.  Was  there  any  change  or  alteration  made  in  that  hill  of  lading  t 

Answer.  1  cannot  say.     I  do  not  think  there  was. 

.  Do  yon  not  know  whether  there  was  or  not  1 
er.  I  do  not  think  there  was.     I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  you  not  make  out  a  new  bill  of  lading  ' 

Answer.  There  was  a  bill  of  lading  made  out,  bpcause  he  had  other  stuff  on 
boai-d  the  vessel ;  and  I  think  he  made  out  a  'separate  biU  of  lading  for  tJie  ice. 

Question.  Who  made  it  1 

Answer.  It  was  made  either  by  the  captain  oi  by  Mr  Darling. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Darling  on  board  ? 

Answer.  He  was  out  there  on  board  the  vessel  at  that  time. 

Question.  The  government  took  that  ice  by  bill  of  lading  ? 

Question,  How  did  you  get  at  the  quantity  of  ice  on  board  the  vessel  ? 
Answer.  I  took  what  they  told  me  it  was. 

Question.  What  evidence  did  you  furnish  to  the  government  of  the  quantity 
of  ice  yon  fnrnished  from  that  vessel? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  evidence  furnished  except  the  statement  thoy 

Qnestioa.  Ton  were  to  deliver  ice  by  bill  of  lading? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  government  took  this  ice  from  this  vessel  on  your  con- 
tract ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  were  you  to  determine  the  quantity  of  ice  it  had  on  board  1 

Answer.  From  what  they  stated  at  the  time. 

Question,  From  what  who  stated  J 

Answer.  The  parties  who  bad  it  ihere — Mr.  Darling  and  the  captain.  , 

Question.  Do  you  remember  what  evidence  you  furnished  the  government  of 
the  quantity  of  ice  on  board  that  vessel  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  bill  of  lading  was  all. 

Question.  Did  you  furnish  them  that  bill  of  lading  1 

Question.  Was  it  the  original  bill  of  lading  1 

Answer.  No.  sir. 

Question.  What  was  it  1 

Answer.  I  bought  it  by  bill  of  lading ;  the  bill  of  lading  given  me  there, 

Question.  It  was  not  a  bill  of  lading,  was  it,  but  a  bill  of  the  ice  1 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  a  bill  of  lading. 

Question.  Did  you  have  the  original  biE  of  lading? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Then  what  did  you  have  'I  ^^  . 
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Answer.  I  had  the  bill  of  lading  made  for  me  there. 
Question.  Who  made  it  1 
Answer.  I  cannot  tell  which  of  them  made  it. 
Question,  How  long  had  the  vessel  heen  there  1 
Answei-.  I  think  I  bought  the  ice  the  day  the  vessel  got  there. 
Qaeation.  Do  you  know  how  long  the  vessel  was  there  before  the  ice  was 
dis»3iarged  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  know;  some  time. 
Question.  The  ice  had  wasted  a  great  deaU 
Answer.  No,  sir;  I  think  not.     It  was  very  fine  ice. 


Testimony  of  Mr.  .7.  C.  Tiffany. 

Washikgton,  March  26,  1SG4. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Tiffany  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Gooch  : 

Question.  "What  was  your  business  prior  to  1862 1 

Answer.  I  was  an  agent  of  the  q^uai'termaster's  de^ 
have  been  the  president  of  a  joint-stock  company  for  putting  up  machii 
the  saving  of  fuel ;  I  have  also  been  a  farmer. 

Qnestiou.  What  has  been  your  business  since  that  time^ 

Answer.  I  have  been  engaged  in  shipping  ice. 

Question,  When  were  yon  an  agent  for  me  quartermaster's  > 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  in  Kovember,  1861,  that  I  had  charge  of  the  Sixth 
street  government  depot  here  in  Washington. 

Qnestiou.  By  whom  were  yon  engaged  in  that  capacity* 

Answer.  General  Van  Viiet  sent  me  to  Colonel  Rueker,  and  Colonel  Sucker 
sent  me  down  there. 

Question.  Have  you  at  any  time  supplied  ice  to  the  government  ? 

Answer.  Yea,  sir. 

Question.  When? 

Answer.  In  1862,  at  the  time  the  army  was  on  the  Peninsula,  at  Harrison's 
lauding. 

Question.  How  did  you  supply  it — under  contract  1 

Answer.  The  first  ice  was  ordered. 

Question.  By  whom? 

Answer.  The  medical  director  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  approved  by  the 
Surgeoo  General.     That  was  the  first  ice  furnished  hy  me. 
'    Question.  Did  you  furnish  any  ice  the  nest  year  under  contract? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  State  the  circumstances  under  which  the  contract  was  made  by  you. 

Answer.  In  the  fall  of  1S62,  when  they  were  getting  ice,  I  told  them  if  they 
would  like  to  have  it  supplied  hy  contract  I  would  do  so.  I  was  referred  to 
the  Surgeon  General.  I  believe  I  wrote  out  a  contract.  They  afterwards  informed 
me  that,  by  order  of  the  Secretaiy  of  War,  all  contracts  had  to  bo  advertised, 
and  that  I  might  put  in  my  proposition  then.  That  was  the  first  I  heard  of  it. 
I  think  the  bids  were  opened  on  the  23d  of  Febniary,  1S63,  and  the  contracts 
for  Hew  Orleans,  Pensacoia,  Key  West,  and  Washington  were  awarded  to  me 
as  the  lowest  bidder. 

Question.  With  whomdid  yon  have  your  conversation  in  the  Surgeon  General's 
office  in  relation  to  the  contract  before  the  advertisement? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  with  Surgeon  Smith,  who  had  a  room  there  next  to 
the  Surgeon  General's  office. 
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Question.  Can.  you  state  to  the  committee  the  terms  of  the  proposal  you  m 
n  response  to  the  advertisement? 
Answer.  The  one  that  was  executed  1 


Answer.  As  near  as  I  ean  recollect,  I  agreed  to  furnish  the  ice  at  l^aw  Orleans 
and  Pensecola,  and  anywhere  thereabout-e  that  it  was  taken,  for  #2S  50  a  ton, 
with  ]  5  pei'  cent,  off  for  wastage ;  and  at  Washington  for  $10  50  a  ton,  with  12 
ov  15  per  cent,  off  for  wastage;  I  cannot  tell  positively  the  exact  prices,  but 
tiie  contract  will  show  it. 

Qitestiou.  Were  not  the  teiina  of  your  proposition  changed  after  it  was  sent  iu? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  know  of.  They  wanted  the  ice  delivered  in 
Washington  at  the  hospitals,  and  I  told  them  I  would  delivered  it  at  60  cents 
a  ton  additional  to  the  contract.  That  was  all  the  change  that  was  made,  as 
far  as  I  know.  They  wanted  an  ice-house  pen,  and  I  agreed  to  put  it  up  at 
such  a  price  ;  all  that  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  supplying  of  the  ice.  There 
was  no  alteration  at  all  made  in  the  terms  for  the  deliveiy  of  the  ice. 

'  )n.  Were  you  present  when  the  proposals  were  opened  by  the  medical 
er,  Mr.  Johnson? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  announced  as  the  lowest  bidder  ? 

Answer.  No,  aii ;  it  was  not  announced  at  all  then  who  was  the  lowest  bidder. 

Question.  Was  it  not  said  by  Mr.  Johnson,  when  the  bids  were  opened,  that 
tLo  contract  would  be  awarded  to  somebody  elseJ 

Answer.  Tea,  air;  it  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Godey  at  a  certain  price. 

Question.  How  happened  it  that  that  award  was  changed? 

Answer.  1  bid  lower  than  Mr.  Godey  did,  and  I  felt  that  I  had  been  wrongly 
ruled  out  I  went  over  to  the  Surgeon  General's  ofSce,  where  Mr.  Johnson  had 
finnonnced  that  his  award  would  be  submitted  for  approval. 

Question.  With  whom  had  you  any  conversation  at  tteSiirgeon^eneral's  office? 

Answer.  With  Mv,  Smith.  Mr.  Smith  ordered  all  the  proposal's  to  be  sent 
over  to  the  office.  I  believe  the  Surgeon  G-eneral  ordered  Mr,  Smith  to  have 
them  all  sent  for.  They  were  sent  over  for  examination.  They  asked  me  then 
if  my  proposal  had  been  sent  over.  It  was  not  there,  and  they  sent  again  for  all 
of  them,  and  asked  me  to  come  back  at  2  or  3  o'clock,  I  think,  and  thej-  would 
look  them  over,  and  see  whether  the  award  was  correct  or  not ;  I  came  back,  but 
I  really  do  not  remember  whetlier  they  gave  me  an  answer  then,  or  the  next 
day ;  I  am  under  the  impression  that  it  was  the  next  day,  but  I  cannot  state 
positively  about  it. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  terms  of  Mr.  Godey's  bid  ' 

Answer.  I  heiieve  it  was  thirteen  dollars  and  something  a  ton. 

Question.  What  was  he  to  dot 

Answer.  To  deliver  it  to  the  hospitals. 

Question.  What  were  you  to  do  ? 

Answer.  I  was  to  deliver  it  at  the  ice-house  at  $9  45  a  ton,  after  the  deduc- 
tion for  wastage,  delivered  on  the  wharf;  and  deliver  it  at  the  hospitals  for  50 
cents  a  ton  additional. 

Question.  You  were  to  deliver  tlieice'on  the  wharf  at  $9  45aton? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  with  the  wastage  off. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  that  your  proposal  was  lower  than  his — he  to  de 
liver  at  the  hospitals  at  $13  a  ton,  and  yon  to  deliver  at  the  wharf  at  $9  45 1 

Answer.  I  considered  it  certainly  a  great  deal  cheaper;  I  do  not  think  it 
would  cost  $2  50  a  ton  to  deliver  it  at  the  hospitals. 

Question.  What  would  he  the  wastage  to  deliver  the  ice  at  the  hospitals  ? 

Answer.  That  would  depend  a  great  deal  upon  circumstances. 

Question.  What  was  the  wastage  ? 

Answer.  It  was  pretty  large. 
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Question.  What  was  tte  actual  percentage  of  waatage  1 
Answer.  TJie  way  things  were  managed,  I  judge  the  iee  wasted  pretty  nearly 
three-fourths. 

Question.  As  you  delivered  it  yourself? 

Answer.  I  delivered  it  aa  it  was  ordered;  I  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  draw 
it.  I  suppose,  when  it  went  out  in  the  morning,  you  might  deliver  SO  or  90 
pounds  out  of  a  hundred ;  in  the  middle  of  the  day  you  would  not  deliver 
BO  much. 

Question.  Tou  say  the  wastage  was  three-fourths  1 

Answer.  Yea,  sir,  altogether,  for  tlie  ice-house  was  open  almost  all  the  time. 
Qaestion.  Was  the  ice-house  pi-opeily  built — one  suitable  for  ice  1 
Answer.  1  believe  it  was. 

Question.  Who  had  the  control  of  the  ice-house  ? 

Answer.  There  was  aa  orderly  sent  down  there  by  the  medical  director,  or 
somebody  else;  I  do  not  know  whom. 

Question.  Tou  had  the  whole  eontvol  of  delivering  while  you  carried  on  that 
part  of  the  business  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  agreed  to  deliver  it  at  the  hospitals  for  50  cents  a  ton; 
a  great  many  of  them  would  not  take  the  ice  when  carried  there,  but  said  they 
would  rather  send  then'  own  teams  for  it. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion,  with  the  knowledge  you  have  of  the  ice  busi- 
ness, that  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  government  to  pay  $9  45  a  ton  for  ice 
delivered  on  the  wharf  in  Washington,  in  preference  to  paying  #13  a  toa  for  ice 
delivered  at  the  hospitals  ? 

■  Answer.  It  would  be  better  foi  them,  if  it  was  properly  managed,  to  pay 
that  for  its  delivery  on  the  wharf.  I  do  not  think  the  government  has  acted 
very  wisely  in  their  contracts.  I  think  they  could  do  a  great  deal  better.  I 
told  Dr.  Abbott  here,  e^en  when  I  was  delivering  the  iee,  that  it  would  be 
better  to  have  the  regular  dealers  in  the  cities  to  supply  them ;  and  where  they 
wanted  ice'in  places  where  there  were  no  regular  dealers,  the  government  should 
ship  it  for  themselves.  That  is  the  only  true  way  of  doing  business  so  far  .as 
I  kkow  auytliing  about  it.  I  do  not  think  any  new  man  can  go  into  a  place 
and  deliver  ice  as  well  aa  those  who  are  used  to  the  place.  I  delivered  all 
that  was  called  for.  But  when  they  came  in  the  middle  of  the  day  for  ice,  you 
must  have  the  doors  of  the  ice-house  open,  and  the  heat  will  get  in  so  that  you 
might  almost  as  welt  have  your  ice  out  of  doors. 

Question.  Knowing  these  facta,  how  could  you  be  of  the  opinion  that  it  was 
better  for  the  government  to  accept  of  your  pi-oposals  to  furnish  ice  delivered 
on  the  wharf  here  at  $9  45  a  ton,  and  then  send  it  out  to  the  hospitals,  in- 
stead of  paying  $13  a  ton  for  it  delivei-ed  at  the  hospitals  1 

Answer.  I  supposed  the  hospitals  would  diaw  their  own  ice,  and  that  all 
their  amhulamces,  or  whatever  they  sent  for  it,  would  be  sent  in  the  morning 
and  take  the  ice  then,  so  that  the  ice-house  would  not  be  open  except  in  the 
moniing.  That  was  the  way  I  advised  them  to  do,  and  I  finally  got  them  to 
adopt  that  in  September,  although  I  had  been  to  a  great  expense  in  getting 
horses  and  carts.  I  told  them  all  along  that  they  were  wasting  too  much  iee, 
and  that  they  should  get  down  there  before  sunrise  in  the  morning,  get  what 
ice  they  ^vaated,  and  then  shut  the  ice-house  up ;  that  by  that  means  they 
would  save  a  great  deal. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  wastage  of  the  ice  from  the  time  it  is 
delivered  on  the  wharf  until  it  ia  delivered  to  the  consumer  would  be  at  least 
25  per  cent.  1 

Answer.  I  could  not  tell  you;  I  have  not  done  anything  more  than  ship  it 
here;  I  have  not  dealt  in  it  hei'e;  I  do  not  know  what  the  waatage  here  ia. 
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Question.  Do  yoa  know  what  considerations  operated  apon  the  mind  of  the 
Siug'eon  General  or  his  assistant  to  induce  thota  to  change  the  award  that  had 
heea  made  by  Mr.  Johnson  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  kaow ;  I  never  had  any  conyersation  with  them  about  that, 
except  to  urge  that  my  bid  was  the  lowest,  I  never  saw  the  Sargeon  General 
but  twice  tliat  I  know  of;  and  I  do  not  think  I  ever  talked  with  him  more 
than  twenty  minutes. 

Question.  Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  preparing  tho  advertisements 
for  ice  1 

Answer.  No,  air. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  represent  to  any  person  tliat  you  had  anything  to 
do  with  the  preparation  of  the  advertisement  1 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  yoa  call  on  Addison  Gage  &  Co.,  in  Boston,  at  any  time  t 

Answer.  I  did;  twice. 

Question.  Did  you  represent  to  them  that  it  was  no  use  for  them  to  hid  for 
ice ;  that  whoever  took  contracts  would  have  to  get  them  thiougli  you  1 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  told  them  any  such  thing,  Some  time  last  sum- 
mer I  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  stating  that  Mr.  Gage  had 
written  a  hotter  to  some  senator  about  that.  I  wrote,  in  reply,  tliiit  nothing  of 
the  kitid  had  been  said.  Mr.  Gage  said  that  he  intended  to  put  in  a  bid,  and 
refused  to  contract  for  ice  wiih  me  at  New  Orleans  for  8635  a  ton  delivered.  I 
told  him  I  had  seen  the  advertisement,  but  I  did  not  say  1  had  anything  to  do 
with  giving  the  contract'^ 

Question.  For  what  paipo-^e  did  yon  call  on  Mr.  Gage  1 

Answer.  To  get  ice 

Question.  Foi  what  puipci-L  did  you  want  ice  t 

Answer.  To  Ptll 

Question,  To  whom  1 

Answer.  To  any  person  who  wanted  to  buy  it.  I  had  been  supplying  ice 
the  yeai-  before;  but  that  year  there  was  very  little  chance  to  supply  ice. 

Question.  Had  you  supplied  it  to  any  one  but  the  government  I 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  before  1863;  but  I  had  made  contracts  to  supply  ice 
to  others. 

Question.  What  contracts  1 

Answer.  At  New  York,  Newark,  Philadelphia,  and  some  in  Baltimore. 

Question.  With  whom  ? 

Answer.  I  had  made  a  contract  to  supply  some  ice  to  the  Knickerbocker  Ice 
Co.,  with  Freeman  &  Co.,  Newark,  and  I  sent  a  load  to  Mr.  Barii«m,  of  Baltimore. 

Question.  "Were  they  private   individual'!,  or   eonncctcd  with  the  govern- 

Answer.  Private  individuals. 

Question.  Had  yon  made  a  contract  piior  to  that  time  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  had  made  auy  piinr  ti>  that  time.  I  was  de- 
termined to  go  into  the  ice  business,  and  wanted  to  gft  a  supply  of  ice  I  could 
control. 

Question,  Did  yon  tell  the  ice-dealers  in  New  England  'that  you  were  to 
have  these  contracts  with  the  govemraent? 

Answer.  Not  that  1  know  of.  1  told  them  I  was  going  to  put  to  bids  for  the 
eonti-act;  and  they  told  me  they  were  going  to  do  so.  X  never  made  any  re- 
presentation to  any  one  that  I  was  going  to  have  the  contract  any  way,  for  I 
never  had  any  assurance  from  any  person  that  I  was  going  to  get  it. 

Question.  From  what  point  or  points  did  you  ship  your  ice? 

Answer.  I  shipped  some  from  New  York,  some  from  Boston,  and  some  firom 
the  Kennebec  river,  in  Maine. 
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Qitestidn.  Will  an  ordinary  vessel  carry  aa  many  tons  of  ice  as  tcr  registered 
tonnage  1 

Answer,  Tes,  sir;  generally  a  little  more.  Some  vessels  will  cany  a  great 
deal  more,  some  not  quite  so  much  as  their  register.  It  depends  upon  Low  they 
are  built.    A  profitable  ice  vessel  will  carry  more  than  her  rej '  ' 

Question.  Waa  the  ice  yon  shipped  weighed  or  measured  ? 

Answer.  Some  was  weighed  and  some  was  measured. 

Question.  At  what  points  was  it  weighed  and  at  what  points  measured  t 

Answer.  On  the  Kennebec  river  we  weighed  a  great  deal ;  and  w 
some  there.    It  depended  upon  the  facilities  whether  the  ice  was 
was  measured.     At  some  places  where  we  got  ice,  the  houses  whei-e 
up  were  so  aiTanged  that  we  could  weigh  it  as  well  as  not;  at  others  the  facili- 
ties were  not  so  gi-eat,  and  we  measured  it, 

Qnestion.  You  paid  so  mucl  per  too,  then,  for  the  number  of  tons  put  on 
Ijoard  the  vessels  ? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Questioa,  "Who  superintended  the  loading  the  ice  into  tlie  vessels  1 

Answer.  Mr.  John  McCartney  superintended  the  most  of  it.  I  believe  two 
or  three  cargoes  were  superintended  by  a  man  named  Charles  E.  Dodge,  and 
a  Mr.  Barker  Neal  superintended  some  of  them. 

Question.  Where  do  those  men  reside? 

Answer.  Mr.  McCartney  resided  at  Newton,  or  Newtown,  Long  Island.  I  do 
not  know  where  Mr.  Dodge  is  now.  He  haS  been  in  the  army  as  quartermas- 
ter of  the  68d  Pennsylvania  regiment,  but  had  left  on  account  of  his  health,  and 
had  been  residing  in  Willismsbnrg,  Pennsylvania,  I  believe.  He  talked  about 
going  into  the  produce  bnsinesSj  but  I  do  not  know  whether  he  has  or  not.  Mr. 
Barter  Neal  resided  at  Gardiner. 

Question.  Did  these  three  men  superintend  the  loading  of  all  your  ice  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  they  did,  I  do  not  now  remember  that  anybody  else 
Bupedntended  any. 

Question.  Did  yon  superintend  the  loading  of  any  yourself? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  did  not.  I  was  in  New  York  a  great  deal,  but  used  to  go  . 
down  there  often. 

Question.  Was  any  ice  weighed  here  that  was  received  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  tell  whether  there  was  any  weighed  here  or  not. 

Question.  Was  any  weighed  to  your  knowledge? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was.  The  contract  was  that  the  loading 
should  be  subject  to  the  inspection  of  a  government  agent.  I  do  not  know 
whether  thn-e  was  any  there  or  not.  When  the  government  wanted  ice  they 
ordered  a  load  of  it,  and  I  went  there  and  loaded  it. 

Question.  When  the  govei'cment  wanted  ice  they  notified  you  to  send  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Tou  understood,  by  the  terms  of  your  contract,  that  a  goverament 
inspector  was  to  superintend  the  loadbg  of  it  1 

Answer.  That  it  was  subject  to  that  inspection,  if  they  choose  to  send  an 
agent  there  to  do  it. 

Question.  Was  there  any  such  inspection? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  to  my  knowledge,  I  have  never  heard  that  there  was 
any  such  inspection. 

Question.  The  only  evidence  the  government  had  that  you  shipped  the 
quantity  of  ice,  for  which  you  were  paid,  was  the  bill  of  lading,  sworn  to  by 
Uie  captEun  of  the  vessel? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir.  I  took  the  accounts  of  my  agents  for  that.  The  captain 
of  the  vessel  knew  what  he  had. 

Question.  You  paid  for  the  number  of  Ions  he  swore  to  in  the  bill  of  lading? 
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AnBwer.  I  did,  and  was  paid  for  the  ice  at  the  same  rate. 

Question.  Of  whom  did  you  purchase  this  ice  ? 

Answer.  I  purchased  some  ice  in  New  York  of  the  Knickerbocker  Ice  Com- 
pany. All  I  purchased  in  Boston  waa  purchased  of  Daniel  Draper  &  Sons; 
in  Bath,  I  purchased  of  Colonel  Harding ;  in  Kiehmond,  Maine,  I  bought  of 
Allen  &  Maxwell,  or  of  their  agent,  H.  S.  Hagar;  and  I  bought  some  in  GUrdi- 
nei'  of  a  man  by  the  name  of  Stevens — Mr.  Barker  Neal,  who  measured  the  ice 
for  me,  knoive  his  first  name — I  do  not ;  and  I  bought  some  of  a  man  named 
William  Stuvtevant,  of  Eichmond,  though  I  thiak  he  had  his  ice  at  Gardiner, 
or  on  the  river;  and  I  bought  some  ice  of  a  man  by  the  name  of  Oarhart,  but 
it  afterwards  turned  out  to  belong  to  Addison  Gage  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  It  seems 
that  Garhart  sold  it  to  Gage,  and  I  paid  Gage  for  it. 

Question.  Have  you  named  all  the  persons  of  whom  you  bought  ice? 

Answer.  As  far  as  I  now  remember.     That  amounted  to  a  great  deal  of  ice. 

Question.  Whom  were  you  supplying  with  ice  besides  the  government  ? 

Answer.  I  sent  some  to  the  Knickerbocker  Ice  Company,  of  New  X^ork ; 
some  to  Freeman,  of  Newark,  New  Jersey ;  some  to  a  man  in  New  Brunswick, 
New  Jersey — I  forget  his  name;  some  to  Kershaw  &  Co.,  in  Philadelphia, 
somewhere  from  4.000  to  5,000  t<)ns  ;  and  then  I  sent  off  a  lot  to  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Lloyd,  who  shipped  it  to  Hilton  Head  and  Charleston  bar;  I  believe 
he  resides  somewhere  in  Pennsylvania,  but  he  came  up  from  Beaufort  then. 

Question.  Can  you  tell  from  your  books  the  amount  of  ice  you  furnished  to 
each  one  of  the  parties  you  have  named  1 

Answer.  I  think  I  can. 

Question.  Have  you  your  books  with  you? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  WiO  you  forward  to  us  the  amount  of  ice  you  furnished  to  each  of 
those  parties  ? 

Answ;er.  Tes,  sir.  if  I  eaa  make  it  out.  I  think  it  would  amount  to  about  the 
same  that  I  sold  to  the  government. 

Question.  What  did  you  pay  per  ton  for  this  ice? 

Answer.  AH  the  way  from  $2  50  to  $4  a  ton. 

Question.  What  was  the  lowest  you  paid? 

Answer.  I  think  S3  50  was  the  lowest;  I  will  not  be  positive  about  that; 
but  I  can  find  out. 

Question.  What  did  you  pay  per  ton  for  freight  ? 

Answer.  On  an  average  from  $3  to  $3  50  to  Washington.  The  vessels  that 
went  to  New  Orleans  I  chartered  by  the  month  to  go  out  and  back. 

Question.  Ton  paid  no  vessels  by  the  ton  except  those  that  went  to  Wash- 
ington? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  because  it  waa  a  short  voyage.  I  would  pay  them  so 
much  per  ton  to  come  out,  and  they  would  find  their  own  freight  back.  But 
there  was  so  little  freight  to  comeback  from  New  Orleans  that  I  had  to  charter 
the  vessels  by  the  month  out  and  back,  or  else  pay  so  much  for  freight  per  ton 
that  I  would  rather  run  the  risk  of  getting  freight  back. 

Question.  Did  you  ship  any  ice  tij  Pensacola? 

Answer.  Yes,  air. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  was  done  with  the  ice  you  shipped  there? 

Answer.  One  of  the  vessels,  after  she  arrived  there,  was  ordered  to  go  to  New 
Orleans  and  discharge  her  ice  there.  Another  vessel  discharged  ha.'  ice  at  Pen- 
sacola,  ■ 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  waa  done  with  the  ice  discharged  at  Penaacola? 

Answer.  I  do  not ;  they  did  not  order  me  to  put  up  any  ice-house  there.  I 
sent  the  ice  down  there,  and  I  understood  that  they.put  it  in  Fort  Pickens;  but 
I  do  not  know. 
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Qaeatioti,  Are  yon  intereated  in  any  ice  contracts  with  the  goverament  now  1 
Answer.  I  have  no  contraeta  for  ice  wibli  the  government  now. 
Question.  Are  you  interested  in  any  contracts  that  other  people  have  1 
Answer.  Mr.  Hull  asked  me  to  furnish  him  some  ice  to  be  sent  to  Annapolis. 
He  wanted  to  make  a  bid ;  and  I  ^reed  to  furnish  him  ice  at  so  much  per  ton. 
Question,  When  yon  were  delivering  ice  in  Washington,  did  you  deliver  it  at 
any  other  places,  or  to  any  other  parties  than  the  hospitals? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 
.   Question.  To  whom? 

Answer.  To  several  parties;  I  sent  some  to  Mr.  Smith;  some  to  Dr.  Ahbott'e 
place ;  aome  to  the  officers  in  the  War  Department;  and,  I  believe,  I  sent  aome 
to  partiea  connected  with  Eiggs  &  Co.,  bankers;  only  a  few  tons  altogether. 
Question.  What  ice  was  it  you  sent  to  Biggs  &  Co.  t 

Answer.  I  made  a  request  that  I  might  be  allowed  to  have  25  tone  of  ice, 
which  ahotild  be  deducted  from  the  bill  of  lading,  that  I  might  have  it  to  use 
as  I  wished,  and  the  request  was  granted  by  the  department,  and  I  seat  it 
around  to  those  partiea. 

Question,  What  waa  tliia  ice  aent  for — as  a  matter  of  business,  or  as  a 
present  ? 

Answer.  I  never  charged  them  anything  for  the  ice;  there  was  no  under- 
standing about  its  being  a  present  or  anything  of  the  kind.  I  do  not  know 
whether  I  sent  any  to  the  Sargeon  General  or  not.  I  know  the  parties  in  the 
medical  department  all  insisted  that  they  should  pay  for  the  ice.  I  think  I 
asked  to  have  the  control  of  25  tons ;  I  am  not  positive  about  the  amount. 

Question.  That  is,  you  were  to  take  25  tons,  aud  have  it  deducted  from 
your  bill? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir;  and  for  which  the  government  never  paid  lae- 
Question.  Ton  have  no  knowledge  of  the  amount  of  ice  actually  delivered  at 
any  of  the  points  to  which  you  shipped  it  1 

Answer.  No,  air;  because  I  never  heai'd  of  any  of  it  being  weighed  after 
delivery.  It  waa  a  matter  they  could  do  just  as  they  chose  about.  I  should  not 
have  objected  to  having  the  ice  weighed  at  all.  I  know  what  I  sent. 
Question.  Do  you  know  what  would  be  a  fair  percentage  for  wastage  J 
Answer.  There  is  a  great  deaj  of  difference  about  that.  I  have  aent  ice  down 
to  Matauzaa,  and  when  it  got  there  and  was  unloaded,  even  the  sap  of  the  ice 
was  not  melted  off.  Then  again,  I  have  sent  ice  which  wasted  very  much.  It 
depends  a  great  deal  upon  the  temperature  of  the  water,  the  heat  of  the  sun, 
and  the  time  of  the  year;  in  summer  time  it  wastes  the  most,  of  course.  It 
wasted  more  last  summer  than  I  ever  knew  it  before. 

Qneation.  How  much  per  cent,  do  you  think  it  wasted  last  year  iu  shipping  it 
to  Waahington  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  it  wasted.  We  protected  it  pretty  well  by 
putting  Inmber  and  hay  on  as  a  deck  load,  I  should  tliink  it  came  very  well ;  it 
looked  pretty  well  when  it  was  opened.  I  got  some  of  the  persons  here  to  in- 
apeet  some  veaaels,  for  I  wanted  them  to  be  satisfied  that  the  ice  they  were 
getting  waa  good.  I  suppose  it  waa  all  good.  I  agreed  to  furnish  them  first 
quality  ice,  and  I  did  send  them  last  year  the  best  ice  in  the  United  States.  I 
do  not  believe  there  was  ever  any  better  ice  cut  than  I  sent. 

Question.  If  I  have  understood  yon  correctly,  you  have  stated  that  the  gov- 
ernment can  enpply  itself  with  ice  more  economically  by  puirchasing  it  from 
the  dealers  in  the  neighborhood,  if  they  got  it  at  reasonable  rates,  than  by  ship- 
ping it  and  storing  it  for  themselves? 

Answer.  For  this  reason,  yes,  sir;  that  the  parties  the  government  have  to 
take  care  of  the  ice  know  so  little  about  it  that  the  wastage  amounts  to  a  great 
deal  more  than  the  difference  in  price;  and  my  opinion  now  la,  that  if  the  gov- 
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evnment  liad  tabea  their  ice  from  Mr.  Godey,  at  113  a  ton,  tliey  would  have 
got  it  a  little  cheaper  than  it  tucaed  out  as  they  got  it  from  me.  But.  as  a 
general  thing,  I  think,  if  they  had  gone  out  iuto  the  market  and  hought  it,  in- 
stead of  from  Mr.  Godey  or  me,  it  would  have  cost  them  more,  for  ice  went  up  very 
high  last  season.  I  sold  it  at  my  ice-house  for  the  same  price  that  I  delivered 
it  here.  I  think,  at  the  same  time,  the  government  can  do  better  to  have  their 
iee  supplied  from  the  dealers,  in  the  large  places  where  there  are  dealers. 
Where  there  are  no  regular  dealei-s,  I  think  the  government  should  buy  their 
own  iee  at  so  much  a  ton  on  board  the  vessel,  load  it  for  themselves,  and  attend 
to  it  for  themselves.  I  offered  to  supply  the  goverHmeut  this  year  at  so  much 
a  ton,  put  on  hoard  vessels,  paying  a  government  weigher  five  cents  per  ton  for 
weighing  it;  I  would  do  that  for  $1  75  per  ton,  and  I  would  then  have  made 
more  money  than  hy  any  other  contract. 

Question.  At  what  place  did  you  propose  to  load  it  in  that  wa.y? 

Answer.  At  Richmond,  Maine. 


Statement  of  ice 

shipped  to  government 

Date. 

Name  of  vessel. 

Dtatiaiilioii. 

looiiage. 

Tonsii.e. 

I8(i3. 

Apvil   1 

Sclir.  Eobect  Caldwell 

Ne«  Oiknu 

u- 

503 

11 

Sehr.  Qiieeu  ot  the  South 

dc 

41-. 

455 

13 

Ship  Lisbon 
Bark  Scotland 

do 

502-1 

'ill 

17 

do 

sai 

18 

Ship  Flora  laouthard 

Pensaola 

534 

515 

38 

Brie  Stephen  Duncan 
Bant  Argean 

Ne«  Orleans 

SBT 

328 

39 

do 

450 

513 

Mar.  24 

Ship  Clara  Ann 

Pensacola 

420 

469igS3 

May  23 

Sehr.  RicliQiond 

140 

29 

Brig  Abbott  Lawrence 

do 

200 

265 

June    1 

Schr.  T.  C  Bailette 

do 

m^ 

3 

Schr.  Golden  Eod 

do 

118 

3 

Schr.  Exeter 

do 

148 

3 

Sehr.  October 

do 

156 

5 

Brig  Almou  Kowell 

Key  West 

6 

Brig  Whitakei 

Washington 

6 

Sehr.  Ohvia  Bmton 

dn 

130 

8 

Schr.  Maltha 

d) 

230 

10 

Sehr.  Hudson 

do 

257 

20 

Sehr.  Matilda 

do 

3E^ 

30 

Schr.  L.  I   Smith 

do 

3^ 

30 

Ship  May  Flowei 

New  Oileana 

1,233 

Aug.  11 

Sehr.  Mai7  Ella 

Washington 

310 

186M88 

13 

Briglaaiora 

do 

264 

13 

Brig  Fonestei 

d( 

180MV 

13 

Schr,  Jeume  Morton 

d> 

413 

13 

Schr.  H  N  iamham 

do 

31)2 

325 

83 

Schr.  Thomas  Martm 

d( 

145 

176 

S3 

Ship  Lisbin 
Total. 

Hew  Orleans 

50-2JJ 

464 

9,888^% 

EiCHMOND,  February  23,  1864. 
Sir:  Ahove  you  have  the  class,  name,  and  destination  ofthe  vessels,  with  the 
registered  tonnage  of  those  had  on  charter-party.  Those  not  having  registered 
tonnage  marked  were  taken  on  rates,  or  so  much  per  ton,  for  amount  actually  put 
on  board,  voyage  to  Washington  being  too  short  to  take  vessels  by  the  month, 
and  there  being  no  return  freights  from  Washington.     The  ship  May  Plowec 
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was  sent  out  to  a  mavket,  Jrat  tlie  government  wanted  it,  in  fact  took  it,  altbougli 
ice  was  bringing  iifty  dollars  per  ton  in  New  Orleans  at  that  time.  The  ship 
regiaters  about  1,000  tons,  but  I  only  took  the  hold  for  ten  thousand  dollars  out 
to  New  Orleans ;  but  the  owner,  James  Hagar,  swore  upon  a  suit  that  she  carried 
1,500  tons,  and  was  under-registered,  as  is  the  case  with  moat  vessels.  The  ice 
for  New  Orleans  was  loaded  mostly  in  New  York  by  the  Knickerbocker  Ice 
Company;  the  Scotland  and  Lisbon  in  Boston  by  J).  Draper  &  Sons.  The 
balance  was  loaded  on  the  Kennebec  river  iu  Maine,  and  from  ice  I  bought  by 
the  house-fun,  and  also  put  np  myself,  I  paying  for  what  I  bought  by  the  bill 
of  lading ;  the  ice  put  in  being  weighed  or  measured  by  a  regularly  appointed 
weigher.  The  govemmeut  sent  no  one  to  inspect  the  loading  that  I  know  of; 
but  I  took  the  medical  director,  Dr.  E.  0.  Abbott,  to  see  some  cargoes  examined 
and  opened,  with  which  he  was  satisfied.  The  ice  was  of  the  very  first  quality. 
I  do  not  think  it  the  beet  plan  for  the  government  to  buy  ice  ddivered  in  ice- 
honses,  but  in  large  places  to  buy  ice  delivered  at  the  hospitals  at  so  much  per 
hundred  weight  j  and  for  all  other  points  I  should  advise  to  buy  the  ice  put  on 
board  the  vessel  where  they  can  get  it  the  best  and  cheapest,  furaish  their  own 
vessels,  or  have  them  taken  up  for  them;  let  the  ice  be  inspected  and  weighed  by 
a  weigher  sworn  before  the  United  States  district  court,  and  the  government  will 
save  all  that  the  contractors  make. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  0.  TIFFANY 
Hon.  13.  F.  Wade. 
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In  the  House  op  Eepresentativus  of  the  United  Statf.s,  Fehiuary  6,  1S65, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  GarFieLD. 

Resolved,  That  tbe  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  "War  be  directed  to  make  a  full  inves 
ligation  and  report  upon  the  military  campaigns  of  Major  General  W.  S.  Eoseerane,  froK 
thfi  beginning  of  his  eerviee  in  Western  Virginia  to  the  coacluBion  of  hie  recent  campaign  il 
Missouri. 


Attest : 


EDWARD  Mcpherson,  cutL 


"Washington,  Aj>rtl  22,  1S65. 

JIajor  General  W,  S.  EoSecranS  sworn  and  exaininocl. 
By  the  chaivman : 

Question.  What  is  yoar  present  rank  and  position  in  the  ai'my,  and  wliat 
positions  have  you  held  in  the  ai-my  since  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion  ? 

AasTvev.  My  first  military  service  in  this  war  was  as  volunteer  engineer  and 
acting  aide-de-camp  to  General  McOlellaa,  during  which  I  laid  out  camp  Denni- 
3on  and  visited  Philadelphia  to  examine  Justus's  arm  factory,  and  Washington 
to  urge  that  prompt  provision  be  made  for  paying  and  clothing  ottr  Ohio  troops, 
many  of  the  ofSeers  and  men,  from  leaving  home  ao  promptly,  being  in  great 
deatitntion. 

On  my  return  from  Washington  1  found  awaiting  me  a  commiasion  as  chief 
engineer  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  under  a  special  law  then  recently  passed  author- 
izing snch  an  officer,  with  the  rank,  pay  aud  emoluments  of  a  United  States 
colonel  of  engineers. 

I  accepted,  but  explained  to  Governor  Dennison  that  this  office  would  keep 
me  from  active  service  at  a  time  when  my  military  training  and  inforaaation 
would  be  of  great  service  to  our  noble  yonng  men  who  were  flying  to  arms  and 
would  he  subjected  to  numberless  hardships  and  hazards  arising  solely  from 
ignorance  and  inesperience  in  the  military  service. 

A  few  days  after  he  sent  me  a  commission  as  colonel  of  the  93d  Ohio  volun- 
teer infantry,  which  I  accepted,  and  repairing  to  Columbus,  reported  for  duty 
as  commandant  of  the  encampment  of  three  years'  volunteers,  which  1  named 
Camp  Chase,  and  commanded  until  I  was  surprised  by  the  receipt  of  an  appoint- 
ment, dated  May  16,  1861,  aa  brigadier  general  in  the  regular  army  ;  and  almost 
immediately  thereafl^r  of  an  order  from  General  MeCIellan  to  report  to  him  at 
Cincinnati  for  further  orders. 

On  my  arrival  in  Cincinnati  I  found  I  was  to  accompany  him  into  Western 
Virginia,  into  which,  after  the  defeat  and  dispersion  of  the  rebels  under  Porter- 
field,  at  Philippi,  General  Robert  S.  Garnett  had  entered  for  the  purpose  of 
teaching  the  loyal  Union  men  proper  deference  to  the  will  of  their  liege  masters, , 
the  slaveholders,  east  of  the  Blue  Ridge. 
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I  served  ia  this  grade  long  after  coloneia  Iiad  been  promoted  to  major  gi 
for  camp  service;  and  finally,  the  day  after  the  battle  of  luka  received  a 
appointment  of  major  general  of  volunteers,  to  rank  from  the  16th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1862,  the  date  of  which  was  sahsequently  changed  to  March  SI, 
1862,  proimhly  to  avoid  the  inconvenience  in  placing  me  in  eommand  of  Baeil's 
army,  in  which  were  major  generals  of  senior  rank. 

In  this  grade  I  have  since  served. 

Question.  Xou  have  read  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
directing  inquiry  in  relaUoa  to  your  campaigns.  Will  you  give  the  committee  a 
statement  embracing  all  that  you  may  deem  essential  lo  a  full  nnderstanding  of 
the  snhject-matter  contained  ia  the  resolution  ? 

Answei'.  Ia  reply  to  this  interrogatory,  I  shall  endeavor  to  narrate,  from 
memory,  the  principal  eventB  of  my  campaigns,  referring  as  far  as  possible  to 
my  ofiicial  reports  anct  con-espondeaee  with  the  general- in-chief  and  War  De- 
partment for  detfuJs,  and  omitting  what  is  purely  personal,  or  belongs  to  private 
memoirs,  so  that  mj  narrative,  with  those  of&cial  documents,  will  give  the  aar- 
i-atlve  of  those  military  movements  with  which  I  have  been  directly  connected. 

For  clearness  and  convenience  I  will  refer  to  my  letter  of  April  5  to  yoar 
chairman,  for  the  names  of  persons  whose  testimouy  would  be  likely  to  be 
valuable  in  ascertaining  the  truth,  and  will  q«ote  or  indicate  what  papers  ought 
to  be  before  the  committee  for  consideration  and  made  a  part  of  my  testimony. 

I  sow  proceed  to  my  campaigns. 

Of  the  campaign  in  Western  Virginia  in  1861, 1  have  to  state  that  as  soon  as 
Garnett  entered  West  Virginia  he  moved,  with  his  main  column,  to  Laurel  Hill, 
on  the  Beverly  and  Webster  road,  17  miles  north  of  Beverly ;  while  General 
Pegram,  with  a  considerable  column — seizing  the  pass  over  itich  mountain,  on 
the  Beverly  and  Ripley  turnpikes-covered  GEarnett's  communications,  with  his 
base  at  St-aunton. 

General  McCleHan,  having  ordered  General  Morris  with  all  his  available 
force  to  confront  Garaett,  moved  from  Camp  Dennison  to  Parkersbm-g  22d 
June,  1861,  where  he  assembled  three  small  brigades  and  two  batteries.  I  was 
ordered  to  accompany  him,  and  at  Parkersbui^  placed  in  command  of  a  pro- 
Tieioaal  brigade,  consisting  of  the  8th  and  10th  Indiana  and  the  17th  and  19th 
Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  three  months'  service.  Moving  McOook's  and 
Schleick's  brigades  to  Grafton,  he  left  me  in  command  at  Parkersburg,  whence, 
under  his  orders,  I  moved  to  Clarksburg  on  the  28th,  and  immediately  advanced 
to  Duncan's  fai'm,  15  miles  distant  on  the  road  to  Buckhanuon,  wnere  I  ea- 
camped  and  reported  for  orders. 

General  MeOlellan  having  determined  that  General  Morris  should  watch  the 
motions  of  Garnett,  while  he,  with  the  remainder  of  his  available  force,  should 
move  by  the  way  of  Bnckhannon  and  Rich  mountain  to  Beverly,  permitted  me 
to  occupy  Euckhaancin,  which  I  did  by  a  night  march ;  and  on  my  arrival 
found,  contrary  to .  our  information  and  belief,  that  the  citizens  were  mainly 
loyal,  and  that  the  place  had  never  been  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  for  more 
than  a  few  hours. 

As  soon  as  General  McClellan's  troops  had  concentrated  at  this  point  and  his 
supplies  came  up,  he  moved,  reaching  Roaring  creek,  at  the  foot  of  the  western 
slope  of  Rich  mountain,  about  3  o'clock  p.  m,  of  the  second  day,  where  the 
commaJid  went  into  camp  in  a  drenching  rain.  Reconnoitring  the  enemy,  he 
was  found  posted  in  a  strong  natural  position  on  the  tm-npike  near  the  foot  of 
the  mountain — his  right  covered  by  an  almost  impenetrable  laurel  thicket — his 
lefl  restiug  high  up  on  the  spar  of  the  moimtain,  and  his  front  defended  by  a 
log  breast-work,  in  front  of  which  was  an  abatis  of  fallen  timber.  As  the 
second  in  rank,  the  command  of  the  camp  devolved  on  me,  and  my  first  duty 
was  to  know  the  locality.  I  soon  learned  that  a  young  man  named  Hart,  whose 
father  kept  a  tavern  in  the  gap  at  the  top  of  Rich  mountain,  was  loyal,  aud  had 


EOSECEASS  9    GAMPAIGSS.  6 

been  seen  in  our  camp  ;  and  that,  having  herded  cattle,  he  knew  the  monntains 
thorouglily,  which  fact  I  reported  to  Lieutenant  Foe,  chief  engineer  at  General 
McCiellan'a  headc[uarters,  suggesting  that  search  should  be  made  for  this  young 
man  and  bis  information  obtained. 

On  the  9th  Jnly,  Genei'al  McClellan,  having  completed  his  preparations, 
ordered  a  reconnoisaance  in  force,  which  was  made  by  McOook's  brigade,  sup- 
ported by  my  own,  and  resulted  in  disclosing  the  great  strength  of  the  enemy's 
position  withoat  ascei-taining  hia  numbei-s.  On  returning  from  this  reeonuois- 
Bance,  Greneral  McOlellan  directed  me  to  oecapy  the  front  with  my  brigade, 
which  was  to  lead  in  the  attack  he  intended  to  make  the  next  morning.  Hav- 
ing made  the  necessary  dispositions,  on  rettirning  to  my  tent  an  officer  of  my 
command  informed  me  that  he  had  found  young  Hart.  Being  brought  to  my 
tent,  the  young  man  informed  me  that  the  enemy's  camp  was  2g  miles  west  of 
Ha  father's  house  at  the  top  of  the  mountain,  where  they  had  their  hospital  and 
commissary  stores  ;  that  it  was  possible  to  reach  the  top  of  the  mountain  by  a 
circuitouB  route  through  the  forest  around  the  enemy's  left  to  a  point  within  a 
mile  and  a  half  of  the  gap,  whence  there  was  a  practicable  aled  and  cart  road  to 
hia  iather'a  honae.  He  stated  he  had  no  doubt  he  could  eonduet  a  body  of 
troopa  to  this  point,  even  in  the  night,  but  that  they  could  not  take  with  them 
any  artillery.  I  immediately  repaired  to  the  tent  of  General  MeOlellan  with 
this  information,  showed  him  a  sketch,  and  explained  it.  I  then  asked  him  if 
he  desired  to  see  young  Hart,  and  at  his  request  brought  the  young  man  to  his 
tent,  where  the  general  questioned  him  very  carefully.  I  then  aent  Hart  to 
my  tent  to  await  orders,  and  said  to  the  general :  "Now,  general,  if  you  will 
allow  me  to  take  my  brigade  I  will  take  this  guide  and,  by  a  night's  march, 
surprise  the  enemy  at  the  gap,  get  possession  of  it,  and  thus  hold  his  only  line 
of  i-etreat.  You  can  then  take  him  on  the  front.  If  he  gives  way  we  shall 
have  him ;  if  he  figbta  obstinately  I  will  leave  a  portion  of  the  force  at  the  gap 
and  with  the  remainder  fall  upon  hia  rear."  Colonel  Marcy,  chief  of  ataff.  at 
once  fell  in  with  my  suggeation,  and  the  general,  after  an  hour's  deliberation, 
assented,  stating  that  as  one  of  my  tegimente  (the  17th  Ohio)  was  absent,  he 
would  give  me  the  ISth  Indiana,  Colonel  Jeremiah  Sullivan ;  and  then  inquired 
about  what  time  I  thought  I  cotild  reach  the  point,  which  was  a  matter  of  im- 
portance to  know,  so  as  to  time  hia  attack.  I  said  I  supposed  I  might  be  able 
to  reach  it  by  10  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  and  that  I  thought  he 
could  safely  begin  his  attack  on  that  supposition.  But  it  was  finally  decided 
that,  as  unforeaeea  obstacles  might  arise  to  retard  the  time  of  my  reaching  tlie 
gap,  I  should  take  Burdsall's  cavalry  and  send  a  meaaage  back  every  ten 
minutes,  reporting  progress,  while  he  was  to  hold  his  troopa  in  readinesa  to 
commence  the  attack  the  moment  he  heard  the  noise  of  my  firing.  I  then  gave 
him  the  following  as  my  proposed  arrangement :  "  The  troops  to  be  formed  in 
front  of  his  quarters  at  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  to  enter  the  forest  at  the 
front  line  of  our  pickets  at  daylight  with  one  day's  rations."  To  this  arrange- 
ment he  assented,  and  an  invitation  to  Colonel  Lander  to  accompany  mo  com- 
pleted tlie  programme. 

The  troopa  entered  the  forest  in  the  morning  in  a  terrible  rain-atorm.  As  it 
was  now  daylight,  and  the  enemy  might  discover  our  movements,  on  consulta- 
tion with  the  guide  and  Colonel  Lander,  who  accompanied  him,  it  was  deemed 
best  to  incline  much  further  to  the  right  than  had  been  at  first  intended,  wHch 
lengthened  the  route.  At  11  a.  m.,  weary  and  wet,  the  column  baited  on  the 
brink  of  a  deep  valley,  the  oppoeite  side  of  which  was  the  last  ascent,  except  a 
small  one,  before  reaching  the  road  that  would  bring  us  to  an  opea  wood  with 
a  gentle  descent  three- quartei-s  of  a  mile  to  the  object  of  our  march.  Fram  this 
point  I  despatched  to  General  McClellan  stating  this  fact,  and  that,  owing  to 
the  excessive  roughness  of  the  road,  almost  impassable  for  horses,  and  to  the 
fatigue  of  the  animals,  I  should  not  send  another  despatch  until  I  had  some- 
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thing  of  importance  to  cciicmuiiicate.  Down  through  this  goi^e,  and  toiling 
rIowIj  up  the  opposite  ascent,  the  head  of  the  column  arrived  at,  within  a  short 
distance  of  the  top  of  the  mountain,  a  cleared  field,  after  eleven  hours'  marching, 
at  aboat  1  p.  m.,  where,  halting,  the  men  were  directed  to  rest  and  luncli,  while, 
with  the  guide  and  Colonel  Lander,  I  reconnoitred  our  position. 

To  the  east,  though  apparently  near  our  feet,  though  seven  milea  distant,  lay 
Beverly.  Cavahy  horses  were  hitched  ia  the  streets;  the  end  of  a  tented  en- 
campment appeared  on  the  right,  partly  hidden  by  the  mountain;  wagons  were 
piissing,  al!  indicating  tie  presence  of  a  conBiderahle  force  in  Bevei'ly.  Beyond 
the  depreesion  in  the  open  ground  in  front  of  us  was  a  low  wooded  creet  which 
We  had  to  ascend,  and  thence  it  was  b«t  a  short  mile  to  Hart's  tavern.  At  two 
o'clock  the  column,  closed  in  mass  wa  m  d  noiselessly  and  swiftly  across  the 
open  ground  into  the  edge  of  th  f  st  and  thence,  after  some  diiEcuity  in 
finding  the  way,  wonnd  up  the  h  11  t  th  t  p  of  the  crest,  which  it  reached 
nbout  half  past  two  o'clock,  in  a  t  n  h  h  wei,  and  was  fired  upon  by  the 
enemy's  advanced  guard.  The  lOtl  Ind  n  apidly  advanced,  inclining  to  the 
right,  along  the  crest  of  a  steep  d  1  ty  1  okiiig  the  Beverly  road,  halted 
and  formed  in  line  of  battle  ju  t  ut  f  a  g  of  the  enemy's  musketiy.  The 
8th  ludiana,  under  my  orders,  halted  in  column,  while  the  13th  Indiana,  fol- 
lowing the  10th,  formed  on  its  left  and  occupied  a  spur  of  the  mountain  covered 
by  a  thicket  overlooking  the  field  in  fi-ont  of  the  enemy's  position.  The  19th 
Ohio  halting  faced  towards  the  enemy's  encampment  in  the  direction  of  which 
lay  a  broad  well-trodden  way. 

The  enemy,  posted  behiad  log  breastworks  nearly  parallel  to  the  road,  opened 
■npon  ua  with  ai-tiUery  from  a  point  on  each  of  hfe  flanks,  while  the  aliarp- 
shootera  occupied  the  line  of  fence  in  front  of  his  position.  Owing  to  a  mistake 
in  its  movements  the  13th  Indiana  took  forty  minutes  to  get  into  the  proper 
position  and  to  occupy  tlie  thicket  in  front  of  our  left;  so  that  it  was  forty 
minutes  after  three  o'clock  before  our  line  of  battle  was  ready  to  advance.  All 
thia  time  the  enemy  waa  firing  on  ua  with  his  artillery,  which,  however,  did  us 
but  little  damage,  most  of  the  shots  going  over  the  heads  of  the  troops,  while 
we  could  do  nothing  but  annoy  them  by  our  skirmishers.  When  the  line  was 
ready  to  move,  I  brought  down  the  8th  Indiana,  and  directed  it,  taking  advantage 
of  the  cover  on  the  right  of  our  line,  to  make  its  way  to  and  capture  the  artillery 
on  the  enemy's  left.  By  mistake  Colonel  3enton  took  the  direction  of  the 
centre.  He  was  then  dii-ected  to  take  advantage  of  a  roll  in  the  ground  and 
charge  another  gun  of  the  enemy's  towards  our  left.  Miaandei'staiiding  this, be 
passed  through  an  interval  between  the  wings  of  the  10th,  and  began  deploying 
in  front  of  its  left,  I  directed  him  to  remain  in  that  position,  and  the  colonel 
of  the  lOlh  to  form  his  left  wing  in  column  on  the  Jeft  platoon,  and  be  ready  to 
charge  the  enemy's  line  in  due  time.  The  whole  line  advanced.  Colonel 
Sullivan  had  been  ordered  to  take  a  portion  of  the  13th,  which  had  remained  in 
column  for  want  of  space,  and  moving  aronnd  on  the  left  of  the  field,  to  chaise 
the  enemy's  battery  on  the  right.  Comprehending  the  rawness  of  our  troops, 
and  desirous  of  putting  an  end  to  the  artillery  fire  as  soon  as  possible,  I  placed 
myself  at  the  bead  of  tliis  chaining  column  of  the  13th  Indiana  and  urged  it 
forward  at  a  double-quick.  Colonel  Sam  Beatty,  of  the  19th  Ohio,  conforming 
the  movement  of  his  command  to  that  of  our  advancing  line,  took  advantage  of 
the  first  opening  to  form  half  of  his  regiment  in  line  of  battle,  and  delivered  a 
teiTific  volley  opportunely — -just  as  the  chai'ging  column  of  the  13th  had  got 
within  about  a  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  bieastworka.  At  this  the  enemy 
began  to  waver.  A  second  volley  from  the  19th  threw  him  inte  confusion, 
whereon  otir  whole  line,  chaining  with  a  tenifie  shout,  leaped  the  enemy's  breast- 
works and  pursued  his  fugitive  army  into  the  woods.  Tlie  battle  waa  over. 
The  enemy's  dead  and  wounded  covered  the  ground.  Two  pieces,  the  only 
artillery  he  had,  fell  into  our  hands.     Flushed  with  success,  our  troops  scattered 
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vary  -nmcli  through  tlie  wooda,  and  it  became  a  matter  of  critical  importance  to 
reassemble  them  without  delay.  This  was  Bubatantially  aecomplished  by  a 
little  after  six  o'clock.  While  the  troops  were  reaasembling,  a  quartei-maater  of 
the  44tti  Virginia  waa  captured  down  the  road  towards  Beverly,  who  repgrted 
that  his  regiment  had  reached  a  point  within  thi-ee-qnartera  of  a  mile  of  the  battle, 
but  did  not  dare  to  come  up.  This,  and  what  had  been  seen  from  the  top  of 
the  mountain,  made  it  evident  that  our  position  waa  an  isolated  point  between 
the  rebel  intrenched  camp  on  the  west  and  another  force  of  unknown  atl-e>igth 
in  the  vicinity  of  Beverly.  No  firing  waa  heard  in  the  direction  of  the  in- 
trenched camp.  No  attack  had  therefore  been  made  by  General  McOlellan. 
There  waa  no  assurance  of  succor  from  that  quarter;  nothing  to  prevent  the 
enemy  takiag  hie  meaaurea  to  overwhelm  ua  without  the  possibility  of  prevention 
from  our  main  body.  What  was  to  be  done  T  We  eould  not  go  to  Beverly,  for 
we  were  already  separated  from  our  command  by  the  enemy,  whose  strenp;th 

had  been  stated  to  me  by and  McO.  aa  probably  from  5,000  to  8,000 

men.  It  waa  too  late  to  undertake  an  advance  on  the  enemy's  camp,  diatant 
nearly  three  miles  of  a  road  skirted  by  almost  impenetrable  thickets  of  under- 
braah.  In  this  emei-gency  Captiua  Conkliu  waa  detailed  to  take  charge  of  the 
captm-ed  pieces  of  artillery,  and  the  troops  were  placed  in  position  to  prevent  a 
surprise  and  to  defend  themselves  from  attack  coming  either  from  the  enemy's 
camp  or  from  Beverly.  By  the  time  theae  dispositions  were  made  it  was  dark. 
Meanwhile  a  messenger  had  been  sought  among  oar  cavalry,  and  none  could  be 
found  who  would  undertake  to  carry  word  to  G-eneral  McClellan.  The  night 
was  dark,  cold,  and  rainy.  The  wounded  of  both  sides  filled  all  the  outhouaea, 
and  were  huddled  together  in  a  tavern ;  in  fact,  every  building  was  used  to  keep 
them  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  The  troops  turned  out  aix  times 
during  the  night,  on  account  of  the  picket  firing  on  the  front,  expecting  an  attack 
of  the  enemy.  At  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  a  prisoner  was  brought  in,  from 
whose  anawers  I  inferred  that  the  enemy  were  attempting  to  evacnate,  and 
accordingly  made  disposition  to  move  on  them  at  dayhght,  which  was  done. 
On  reaching  the  enemy's  camp  our  advance  discovered  a  white  flag,  and  soon 
it  was  aun-endered  with  all  that  remained  of  Pegram's  force,  about  a  hundred 
and  seventy  men,  with  all  their  artillery,  transportation,  eamp  and  garrison 
equipage,  and  quartermaster's  stores,  Pegram,  with  the  remainder  of  his  force, 
had  escaped  during  the  night  to  the  north  of  ua  with  the  intention  of  reaching 
Gfeneral  Grarnett;  but  the  news  of  the  Capture  of  the  gap,  which  had  been  carried 
to  Beverly  hj  the  44th  Virginia,  was  despatched  that  night  to  Garuett,  whose 
position  was,  aa  I  have  before  stated,  aeventeen  miles  north  of  Beverly.  Genei-al 
Morris  waa  in  his  front  to  prevent  his  advance,  and  he  could  retreat  only  by 
Beverly  on  the  turnpike,  or  take  an  inferior  road  in  a  northeast  direction  through 
a  rough  country  down  Cheat  river  aiid  strike  the  northwest  Virginia  turnpike, 
which  leada  from  Clarksburg  to  Winchester,  near  the  Maryland  line.  He  dioae 
the  latter,  apprehenaive  that  he  would  be  intercepted  by  our  force  coming  over 
Rich  monntain.  On  the  next  morning,  at  aeven  o'clock,  General  Morris  began 
to  pursue  him.  Thia  movement  cut  off  the  retreat  of  Pegram,  who  sent  in  a 
flag  of  truce  and  surrendered  to  General  McClellan,  who,  on  the  morning  of  the 
11th,  aa  aoon  as  he  had  learned  of  the  capture  of  the  rebel  camp,  marched 
through  it  to  Beverly,  and  thence  followed  the  44th  Virginia,  and  whatever  other 
rebels  had  retreated  by  the  turnpike,  towards  Staunton,  continuing  the  pursuit 
to  the  top  of  Cheat  mountain. 

The  committee  will  remember  that  General  Morria  overtook  the  rear-  guard  at 
Carriek's  ford,  where,  during  a  sharp  skirmish,  Gariiett  fell,  and  his  troops,  con- 
tinning  their  retreat,  finally  escaped  to  Winchester.  Thus,  by  the  capture  of  the 
gap  at  Eich  monntain,  tho  keystone  was  knocked  from  the  rebel  arch  of  defence, 
and  they  were  driven  from  Western  Virginia. 

1  forbear  to  take  notice  of  the  various  reports  and  statements  concerning  this 
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battle  whicli  have  been  privately  and  publicly  circulated.  Tbe  committee  will 
find  tbe  facte  bete  stated  aubetantially  in  my  official  report,  whicb  is  of  tbat  of 
tbe  four  regimental-  eommaiidera  wbo  accompanied,  me  in  tbat  expedition — 
Colonel  Jerry  Sullivan,  13tb  Indiana,  now  brigadier;  Colonel  Samuel  Beatty, 
19th  Ohio,  now  brigadier;  Colonel  Benton,  8tb  Indiana,  now  brigadier;  and 
Colonel  (afterwards  brigadier  general)  Manaon,  and  ia  hereby  made  a  part  of  my 
testimony. 

As  no  explanation  was  ever,  to  my  knowledge,  given  for  the  failure  of  onr 
main  force  to  attack  tlie  enemy  on  the  10th,  it  is  proper  to  say  that  while  we 
were  seizing  the  gap,  not  only  was  the  firing  of  the  enemy's  ai-tiUeiy  heard,  but 
the  musketry  and  cbeera  of  our  own  men  in  the  final  chai-ge  on  the  enemy's  line 
were  heard  by  the  men  in  the  camp,  a  mile  and  a  half  in  rear  of  our  main 
force. 

It  should  also  he  added,  that  ao  strong  waa  the  impresaion  that  our  column 
had  met  with  disaater  in  the  conflict  at  the  gap,  that  General  McClellan  sent  his 
chief  of  staff  from  the  front  back  to  the  camp  to  arm  all  the  teamstei-s,  lest  the 
enemy,  after  having  destroyed  my  brigade,  ehonld  fall  upon  and  cut  the  main 
body  to  pieces. 

As  it  is  probably  known  to  some  members  of  the  committee  that  sundry  re- 
ports of  this  battle,  at  variance  in  many  material  points  with  its  true  history  as 
here  given,  were  in  circulation  in  Washington  duing  the  latter  end  of  1861 
and  the  early  part  of  1862,  I  have  been  careful  to  enter  into  details,  giving  all 
the  facts  of  importance  in  relation  to  the  actions  of  the  general  commanding, 
his  staff  officers,  and  those  who  served  with  me  in  the  affair. 
By  Mr.  GJooch  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  reason  why  General  McClellan  did  not  make  an 
attack,  with  the  force  immediately  mider  him,  in  bis  front,  as  was  contemplated 
when  you  left  him? 

Answer.  I  know  of  no  reason  why  he  did  not,  and  of  no  reaaon  why  he  should 
not  have  done  so. 

Question.  If  he  had  made  that  attack,  as  waa  contemplated  between  you  and 
him,  in  your  opinion  what  would  have  been  the  reaultJ 

Answer.  The  enemy,  having  made  no  attack  on  his  front,  had  despatched  to 
the  gap  one  half  of  his  wtillery  and  a  considerable  force  in  addition  to  that 
usually  stationed  there.  The  probabilities  ai-e  that,  had  the  attack  in  front  been 
made,  we  should  have  beaten  the  enemy  and  destroyed  or  captnred  nearly  his 
entire  force  that  day,  instead  of  allowing  them  to  run  away  tlirongh  the  woods, 
individually  or  in  BC[uads,  during  the  night  subsequent  to  the  capture  of  the 
gap,  as  they  did.  At  all  events  General  McClellan  v/as  bound,  as  a  military 
man,  to  have  made  the  attack  in  hia  front,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
enemy  from  falling  on  me  with  too  heavy  a  force. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  General  McClellan  has  ever  aasigned  any 
reason  why  he  did  not  make  the  attack,  as  contemplated  between  yon  and  him  1 

Answer.  The  only  reason  I  have  ever  seen  asaigned  is  contained  in  his  ofScial 
report,  published  as  a  campaign  document,  and  prefaced  by  the  remark  that  he 
had  not,  until  recently,  bad  in  hia  poasession  the  necessary  papers  to  enable 
him  to  write  a  report  of  the  campaign  of  Weatern  Virginisi.  In  that  report  he 
says: 

"About  half paat  two  the  firing  which  we  had  beard  in  the  direction  of  tha 
gap,  and  which  apparently  receded,  ceased.  Shortly  afterwards  an  officer  ap- 
peared in  tbe  rebel  camp  and  made  a  speech.  We  could  not  hear  the  worda,  but 
fi-om  the  cheers  which  followed  many  supposed  it  had  fared  badly  with  our  de- 
tachment. Immediately  ordered  roads  to  be  cut  and  guns  got  into  position, 
intending  to  open  tlie  nest  morning,  in  order  to  relieve  ftosecrans." 

I  am  quoting  from  meraory  and  may  not  give  the  words  exactly,  but  I  give  the 
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snbstance.  General  McClellan  adda  tliat  lie  was  delayed  by  accidents  the  next 
morning  in  opening,  until  the  arrival  of  a  messenger  aimouncing  the  capture  of 
the  rebel  camp.  This  ia  all  I  have  ever  seen  or  heard  from  him  in  reference  to 
the  matter. 

Question.  If  he  had  supposed  that  the  enemy  was  getting  the  tetter  of  yon, 
why  should  he  have  delayed  until  the  next  morning  before  commencing  the 
attack  1 

Answer.  Such  a  mode  of  relieving  me  was  the  surest  way  to  enable  the 
enemy  to  destroy  me.  The  only  sure  relief  he  could  have  given  would  have 
been  to  attack  the  enemy  the  instant  he  heard  the  first  firing. 

Questioa.  I  understand  you  to  aay  jaw  expected  to  reach  the  top  of  the 
mountain  by  10  o'clock  in  the  momiug.  In  reality  you  did  not  amve  there 
Hutil  half  past  two  o'clock  in  the  aftenioon.     Why  was  that  I 

Answer.  In  reply  to  General  McCIellan's  queBtion  aboat  what  time  I  thoaght 
I  eould  i-each  the  top  of  the  mountain  I  stated  that  I  thought  10  o'clock  would 
be  the  latest.  That  was  on  the  supposition  tliat  I  should  start  as  soon  as 
possible  after  our  then  conversation.  Bat,  aa  I  have  already  stated,  it  was,  on 
the  suggestion  of  General  McOlellan,  determined  that  the  head  of  the  column 
should  not  ciuit  the  main  road  and  enter  the  forest  at  onr  fmnt  picket  line  until 
daylight.  A  further  cause  of  delay,  which  has  been  stated,  was  this :  that, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  we  were  undertaking  this  march  mainly  in  the  day-time. 
General  Lander  thoaght,  on  consultation  with  the  guide,  and  I  decided,  that  it 
would  be  wiser  to  take  a  more  circuitous  roate,  passing  further  from  the  enemy. 
This  lengtheaed  our  march,  making  it  over  ten  hours. 

Question.  How  far  distant  from  you  were  General  McOiellan  and  the  main 
body  of  our  army  at  the  time  you  were  engaged  with  the  enemy  1 

Answer.  In  a  straight  line  it  was  probably  two  miles  ;  by  road  it  was  two 
and  three-quarter  miles  to  the  rebel  linej^,  and  our  troops  were  formed  in  line  of 
battle  in  front  of  the  rebel  lines  jast  out  of  the  range  of  their  fire. 

Qiiestion.  When  he  must  have  known  from  the  sound  of  your  guna,  if  in  no 
other  way,  when  you  commenced  your  attack  upon  the  enemy  aad  the  continu- 
ance of  the  fight  I 

Answer.  Certainly. 

Question.  How  many  men  had  General  McOlclIan  under  hia  command,  in- 
cluding the  force  which  accompanied  you  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  exactly,  but  believe  at  least  between  6,000  and  7,000 


Question.  How  many  men  did  you  take  with  you  when  you  made  yoirr 
movement  to  the  top  of  the  mountain  t 

Answer.  Either  1,743  or  1,843 ;  I  forget  which.  My  official  report  shows 
the  number,  and  is  made  a  part  of  my  testimony. 

On  the  S3d  July,  a  gloomy,  raiuy  day,  I  went  to  the  tent  of  General  Mc- 
Olellan, who  read  to  me  a  despatch  in  nearly  these  words  ; 

"  We  have  been  badly  beaten ;  our  atmy  is  in  full  retreat — a  most  wonderful 
transformation  of  a  well-appointed  army  into  a  rabble. 

"WINFIELD  SCOTT." 

General  McOlellan  then  informed  me  that  General  Scott  had  ordered  him  to 
Washington,  directing  him  to  turn  over  the  command  of  his  department  to  me. 

Question.  How  many  troops  were  there  in  the  army  of  West  Virginia  at  the 
time  General  McOlellan  waa  called  to  Washington  and  you  were  placed  in  com- 
mand, and  what  was  their  condition ! 

Answer.  There  were  ten  regiments  of  three-years  ti-oops  ia  West  Virginia, 
east  of  the  Kanawha  valley.  They  were  newly  raised,  and  as  a  matter  of 
course  without  drill  or  experience.  There  was  one  battalion  of  cavalry  and 
two  batteries  of  artillery,  one  of  them  mountain  howitzers,  manned  by  regulars. 
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The  streiigtli  of  those  regimenta  would  average  about  eight  hundred  men.  In  the 
Kanawha  valley  there  were  about  3,700  men  under  General  Coi.  In  all  there 
were  pi-ohably  11,000  men  scattered  all  over  West  Vh-ginia. 

The  gloom  of  our  late  disaster  waa  made  deeper  to  me  by  the  annoimcement 
of  this  new  and  weighty  responsibility  which  devolved  on  me.  Imagination 
pictured  the  swift  and  fierce  pursuit  of  our  helpless  fugitives  from  Bull  Eun, 
and  the  ferocious  triumph  of  the  enemies  of  oiu-  government-  It  was  evident 
to  me  that  Western  Virgmia  would  soon  feel  the  effects  of  their  activity,  to 
meet  which  we  then  had  but  ten  regiments  of  three-years  men  eafit  of  the  Ka- 
nawha, the  services  of  the  three-months  men  having  already  expired  or  being 
about  to  expire.  General  MeClellan  left  me  a  memorandum  of  what  he  had 
proposed  to  enable  the  ti-oopa  to  hold,  acting  on  the  defensive.  Western  Vir- 
ginia. The  main  points  of  defence  were  to  fortify  and  hold  Gauley  pass  from  the 
Kanawha  valley  towards  Xjewisborg,  Cheat  Mountain  pass,  oa  the  Beverly  and 
Stauaton  road,  and  Eed  House  pasa,  on  the  northwestern  Vii^nia  turupilce,  lead- 
ing from  Clarksburg  to  Winchester.  I  accompanied  him  to  Grafton,  and  during 
the  ride  he  spoke  appreciatingly  of  the  difficult  task  devolved  oa  me  of  defend- 
ing a  mountain  country  like  this,  where  mytroopsmustbe  scattered  and  isolated 
from  each  other,  aud  promised  to  send  me  as  many  instructed  staff  officers  as 
possible,  I  immediately  addressed  myself  to  the  task  of  meeting  the  anticipated 
coming  invasion  of  the  rebels.  General  Cox  was  instructed  to  proceed  to  the 
north  of  Gauley  and'fortify  that  pass.  To  Brigadier  General  J.  J.  Iteynolds 
was  confided  the  defence  of  the  Cheat  Mountain  pass,  which  included  that  of 
the  road  leading  fi'om  Huttousville  to  Lewisburg,  which  was  closed  by  a  line  of 
field-works  at  a  place  called  Elkwater,  a  few  miles  south  of  Huttousville. 
Colonel  Lorin  Andrews,  with  three  and  a  haif  regiments,  was  posted  on  the 
northwestern  Vii'ginia  turnpike,  near  the  point  where  it  crossed  the  north  branch 
of  the  Potomac,  where,  under  the  direction  of  Capt,ain  Merrill,  of  the  engineers, 
he  threw  up  some  field-works. 

Soon  the  news  oozed  through  every  pore  of  society  that,  acting  on  the  defen- 
sive in  front  of  Washington,  the  rebels  intended  to  make  an  offensive  campaign 
to  recover  possession  of  Western  Virginia  ;  that  to  General  Lee  w^  to  he  con- 
fided the  accomplishment  of  this  work.  Dismay  and  alarm  pervaded  the  State, 
even  reached  Washington,  and  came  to  me  in  friendly  warnings  from  more  than 
one  of  the  departments  of  the  government.  Nor  was  it  long  before  these 
rumors  received  confirmation.  General  Lee,  appearing  in  General  Reynolds's 
fi-ont  with  a  flag  of  truce,  proposed  the  exchange  of  soma  of  our  men  captured 
at  Bull  Run  for  the  pi-iaopera  of  war  captured  by  ns  at  Rich  mountain  and 
Beverly  and  pai'oled  by  order  of  General  Scott.  A  heavy  force  appeared 
menacing  us  in  front  at  Cheat  mountain,  while  another  column,  coming  from 
Warm  Springs  by  the  way  of  Huntersville,  appeared  in  front  of  Elkwater, 
Meanwhile  General  Cox,  from  the  Kanawha  valley,  informed  me  that  while 
Gteneral  Wise  was  advancing  on  his  position  at  the  mouth  of  the  Gauley  by  the 
Lewisburg  and  Kanawha  turnpike  with  a  force  variously  estimated  at  from  five 
to  eight  thousand  men,  fie  had  infoi-mation  that  General  Floyd  with  another 
column  was  advancing  from  Lewisburg  with  the  intention  of  crossing  Gauley 
above  him,  and  either  attacking  our  depots  at  Weston  and  Clarksburg,  or 
making  his  rear  on  the  Kanawha  river  in  the  vicinity  of  Charleatown. 

I  at  once  despatched  General  Cox  instructions  to  remove  his  sick  and  all 
public  property,  not  absolutely  necessary,  from  the  valley,  and  if  compelled  to 
leave,  to  retire  fightingtowards  the  northwestern  Virginia  railroad,  with  a  view  to 
concentration,  in  case  of  necessity,  with  General  Reynolds  and  other  troops 
further  east.  The  post  at  New  Creek  station  was  turned  over  to  Colonel  Biddle, 
of  General  Burk's  command,  and  that  on  the  noi-thweat  road  stripped  of  all  save 
a  nominal  force  to  re-enforce  General  Reynolds. 

The  governor  of  Ohio,  at  this  time  apprehenduig  disaster  to  us,  sent  ns  the 
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SStli,  47th,  and  30tb,  raw  regiments  of  three-yeara  troops.  I  also  assembled 
all  the  troops  that  conld  be  spared,  seven  regiments  and  a  half,  three  of  vrhicb 
had  just  received  their  arms,  and  marched  fi-om  Olarkaburg,  by  way  of  Weston, 
Bulltown,  and  Sutton,  to  meet  General  Floyd,  who,  having  crossed  Gauley,  had 
attacked  and  overwhelmed  Colonel  Tyler,  of  the  7th  Ohio,  at  Ci-oss  Lanes,  a 
distance  from  Clarksburg  of  117  miles  and  about  30  miles  above  General  Cox's 
position  at  the  mouth  of  the  Gaaley. 

Our  column  ci-osaing  Big  Birch  mountain  oa  the  10th  September,  1861,  en- 
camped at  its  foot,  ten  miles  above  Somerville,  on  the  ground  from  which  we 
had  driven  Floyd's  outposts.  Here  the  citizens  reported  that  Floyd,  with  from 
15,000  to  20,000  men,  was  encamped  below  Somerville,  neat  Cross  Lanes,  on 
the  north  side  of  the  GUuIey.  We  could  not  stop  to  count  numbers.  Our  only 
alternatives  were  to  fight  and  whip  or  pass  liim  and  unite  with  General  Cox. 
Accordingly  at  3  o'clock  the  next  morning  our  column  began  to  move,  and  by 
1  o'clock  p.  m.,  after  a  march  of  fifteen  miles,  halted  two  miles  from  the  enemy's 
intrenched  position,  having  thus  far  had  only  a  little  skirmishing.  While 
resting,  cavalry,  of  which  we  had  but  two  companies,  and  staff  began  to  recou 
noitre.  Firing  between  the  enemy's  advanced  guard  and  the  hea4  of  our 
column  soon  followed,  and  by  half  past  two  o'clock  Colonel  Lytle  was  in  the 
camp  of  tJie  rebel  ColoBcl  Reynolds,  who  had  retreated  into  the  thick  forest, 
the  entrance  to  which,  marked  with  numerous  paths  leading  from  to  the  rear, 
satisfied  me  that  the  citizens'  reports  of  the  enemy  being  intrenched  were 
probably  correct.  I  therefore  directed  the  leading  brigade,  (Benham's,)  con- 
tiisting  of  three  of  my  best  regiments,  to  advance  eantioualy,  but  firmly,  and  to 
tcel  the  enemy's  position.  Unfortunately,  if  s  commander,  excited  and  impressed 
with  the  idea  that  the  enemy  was  i-eti-eating,  though  emphatically  cautioned  to 
beware  of  masked  batteries,  advanced  tlirough  the  forest,  without  deploying 
skirmishei-s,  until  the  head  of  the  column  emerged  io  front  of  an  intrenched  line, 
and  a  battery  of  seven  or  eight  pieces  behind  a  parapet,  where  it  received  a  terrific 
artillery  and  musketry  fire,  which  brought  it  to  a  stand.  This  sudden  and 
,  fierce  fire  caused  the  commander  to  send  for  re-euforcementa  aud  artillery.  De- 
spatching orders  for  the  other  four  regiments  to  follow  and  halt  at  the  edge  of 
the  wooda,  I  proceeded  to  the  front  and  reconnoitred  to  the  enemy's  position. 
Meanwhile  Colonel  Egbert  McCook,  whoae  brigade  followed  next,  sent  a  por- 
tion of  the  9th  Ohio  to  our  right,  where  it  also  drew  the  enemy's  artillery,  ac- 
companied by  heavy  volleys  of  musketry.  His  line  was  found  to  extend  across 
a  bend  in  the  Gauiey  river,  its  flanks  resting  upou  almost  inaccessible  precipices 
five  or  six  hundred  feet  above  the  Gauley,  1  now  prepared  for  the  assault, 
and  to  that  end  sent  Colonel  W.  S.  Smith,  with  the  13th  Ohio,  supported  by 
the  2Sth  Ohio,  under  Colonel  Mohr,  to  onr  left,  where  he  reported  be  could  find 
cover  from  the  enemy's  musketry  until  within  about  fifty  yards  of  his  flank, 
whence  he  thought  he  could  ascend  to  the  height  on  which  thea  breastworks 
were  built,  and,  by  a  sudden  rush,  take  them.  It  was  sunset  before  the  fierce 
firing  at  that  point  indicated  that  Smith's  column  was  at  work.  Meanwhile 
Colonel  McCook  had  formed  the  9th  and  47th  Ohio  as  a  storming  colnmn,  to  be 
stipported  by  the  lOch  Ohio,  to  attack  the  battery  on  the  enemy's  centre.  The 
troops  were  much  jaded,  and  to  inspire  them  ivith  spb'it  I  told  them  I  would 
lead  them  myself.  At  thia  time  the  firing  on  our  left  receded,  allowing  our  at- 
tack there  had  not  sncceeded.  It  was  also  dusk,  and  an  officer  brought  the 
report  that  oar  column,  under  Colonel  Smith,  had  fonnd  it  impracticable  in  the 
darkness,  and  depth  of  the  ravine  to  accomplish  its  work.  It  therefore  became 
necessaiy  to  defer  the  attack  \mtil  morning.  Takbg  good  care  to  leave  the 
impression  that  we  were  immediately  in  their  front,  and  ready  for  the  attack, 
the  troops  were  quietly  and  carefully  withdrawn  to  a  good  position,  just  out 
of  reach  of  the  enemy's  iire,  where,  cshnusted  with  the  marching  and  fighting 
of  the  day,  they  lay  down  on  their  arms.     At  five  o'clock  next  moruiug  Colonel 
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Ewitig,  from  the  advance,  brought  in  a  contrahand,  who  stated  that  during  the 
night  the  enemy  had  withdrawn  acroHs  tlie  Gauley,  destroyed  the  foot-bridge 
and  sent  the  feiiy-boats  over  the  falls,  leaving  only  a  emaU  portion  of  hia  troops 
on  the  north  side.  Orders  were  immediately  given  to  advance,  and  Colonel 
Ewing  took  possession  of  tlie  camp  and  the  few  prisoners  he  conld  find  skulking 
through  the  woods  unable  to  mate  their  escape.  Orders  were  immediately 
given  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  hold  the  ferry, 
which,  under  General  Benham,  was  to  be  put  in  condition  for  crossing  oni  ti'oopa 
as  rapidly  as  possible.  The  Gauley,  for  a  distance  of  nearly  twenty- five  miles, 
rushes  through  a  chasm  cut  in  the  rocks  from  five  to  eight  hundred  feet  deep, 
with  precipitous  sides,  the  current,  except  at  a  very  few  places,  being  two  swift 
to  cross,  even  with  a  skift.  Carnifex  ferry,  at  the  month  of  Meadow  river,  a 
southern  tributary  of  the  Gauley,  is  a  level  reach  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  long  and  one  hnndred  and  twenty-five  yards  wide,  above  and  below 
which  the  water  dashes  over  the  rocks  white  with  foam.  The  descent  from 
the  north  side  is  by  a  winding  road  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  length  from  the 
line  of  the  enemy's  intrenchment.  It  was  extremely  difficult  to  obtain  materials, 
and  it  took  twelve  days  to  replace  the  ferry-boats  the  enemy  had  destroyed. 
Meanwhile  General  Oox,  fiMim  the  month  of  the  Gauley,  despatched  that  after 
"Wise  had  skirmished  heavily  with  his  advanced  guaifl,  he  retired  towards 
Lewisburg,  and  that  he,  General  Cox,  should  cross  the  Ganley  in  pursuit. 
I  replied  that  he  should  advance  carefully,  until  we  could  get  the  means  to  cross 
and  join  him.  He  obeyed  the  instructions,  and  so  soon  as  a  single  small  ferry- 
boat was  ready,  General  McCook,  with  two  and  a  half  regiments,  by  working 
night  and  day  for  forty-eight  hours,  crossed  and  joined  him  at  the  head  of  the 
Sunday  road.  It  was  also  our  misfortune  to  have  been  compelled  to  move  so 
light  that  our  ammunition  and  provisions  were  both  nearly  exhausted,  and  the 
trains  to  replenish  them,  which  nad  been  directed  to  follow  us,  were  so  delayed 
by  the  terrible  rains  which  set  in  the  night  after  the  battle  that  they  did  not 
reach  ns  for  nine  days  tliereafter.  And  the  country  was  unable  to  supply  ns, 
which  would  have  so  long  delayed,  even  had  we  not  been  hindered  by  want  of 
means  of  crossing  the  Gauley.  The  enemy  having  retreated  towards  Lewis- 
burg, General  Cox  followed  him,  taking  possession  of  one  or  two  lines  of  in- 
trenehments  on  his  way,  and  reaching  the  top  of  Mount  Sewell,  where  I  joined 
bim  on  the  28th,  leaving  orders  for  the  remainder  of  my  troops  to  follow  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  It  was  pending  this  movement,  when  General  Lee,  learning 
that  I  was  marching  fo  attack  Floyd,  attempted  to  force  Reynolds  from  his 
position  at  Cheat  mountain,  hut  was  badly  beaten.  From  that  time  he  seemed 
to  be  in  observation,  awaiting  the  result  of  the  operations  under  Floyd  and 
Wise.  General  Reynolds,  with  rare  intelligence  and  sagacity,  kept  him  per- 
petually harassed,  until  finally  the  battle  of  Gamifex  ended  the  enemy's  opera- 
tions in  the  Kanawha  valley. 

General  Lee  next  determined  to  concentrate  all  his  forces  on  the  Lewisburg 
road  to  oppose  the  advance  of  our  victorious  ti-oops.  When,  tlierefore,  we  i-eacbed 
the  top  of  Mount  Seweil,  we  found  him  strongly  posted  in  front  of  us,  intrenched 
with  an  army  of  about  14,000  men ;  we  had  in  onr  advance  on  hia  ftont  5,300 
men  and  four  and  a  half  regiments  coming  up  from  the  rear.  One  of  the  most 
terrible  storms  ever  known  in  Western  Virginia  set  in.  Eighteen  horses  per- 
ished in  one  night  at  headquarters.  The  Gauley  rose  fifty  feet.  Forage,  clothing, 
and  commissary  stores  at  its  mouth,  down  the  Kanawha,  in  spite  of  our  utmost 
exertions,  were  damaged  or  swept  away  by  the  flood.  The  roads  became  al- 
most impassable.  The  countiy  between  the  mouth  of  Gauleyand  Mount  Sew- 
ell, a  distance  of  thirty-eight  miles,  never  abundantly  supplied,  was  now  almost 
destitute  of  forage.  It  was  evident  that  as,  all  told,  we  could  not  number  to 
exceed  8,500  effectives,  we  had  no  reasonable  chance  of  driving  Lee,  with  near 
twice  that  number,  from  an  intrenched  position,  nor  could  we  have  compelled  Lee 
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fo  retire.  "Wonldit  have  heea  advisable  to  advance  any  farther  at  that  season  of 
the  year,  when  it  was  impossible  to  have  subsisted  eiUier  animals  or  men,  and 
when,  moreover,  we  had  nothing  to  accomplish  by  au  advance  of  a  small  column 
far  into  the  interior,  beyond  support  and  in  proximity  to  the  enemy's  great  rail 
commnni cations.  Having  spent  two  or  three  days  in  esarainiag  the  country 
with  a  view  to  future  operations,  the  troops  were  withdrawn  to  the  vicinity  of 
tlie  Gauley,  where  prompt  measnrea  were  taken  to  supply  them  with  clothing, 
an  imperative  necessity,  from  the  fact  that  the  continual  marching  during  the 
past  four  months,  and  their  remoteneaa  from  depots  of  supplies  had  rendered  it 
impraeticable  heretofore,  and  the  troops  were  so  naked  that  in  one  regiment  I 
counted  one  hundred  and  tkirty-five  men  without  pantaloons  on  parade.  This 
position  was  held  because  it  eovei-ed  all  the  country  in  its  rear,  and  still  threat- 
ened and  compelled  the  enemy  to  watch  ua.  While  thus  occupied  I  learned 
from  various  sources  that  General  Lee  had  determined  to  drive  ns  from  our  posi- 
sition  by  sending  a  column  through  Raleigh  Court  House  to  strike  the  Kanawha 
helow  us,  and  cot  off  our  supplies,  while  he  should  take  advantage  to  attack 
us  on  our  front,  and  desperately  damage  us  in  the  retreat  to  which  he  expected 
to  foi-ce  us.  Knowing  the  country  better  than  General  Lee,  I  felt  certain  his 
column  west  of  the  river  would  be  obliged  to  take  the  route  by  Fayette  Court 
House  over  Cotton  moontain,  and  stj-ike  the  river  opposite  the  mouth  of  the 
Gauley,  where  our  rear  guard  was  posted,  and  took  my  measures  accordingly. 
Norwas  I  disappointed.  On  the  27th  October  the  head  of  Floyd's  column,  pass- 
ing through  JFayetteville,  seized  the  road  opposite  Miller's  ferry,  where  lay 
McOook's  brigade,  and  the  next  day  opened  with  his  artillery  from  the  top  of 
Cotton  mountain,  a  distant  and  comparatively  harmless  fire  on  our  position 
and  depots  at  the  mouth  of  Gauley.  Between  onr  forces  and  Floyd's  ran  New 
river,  tlirough  a  narrow  chasm  from  seven  hundred  to  a  thousand  feet  deep,  cut  iu 
the  rocks.  The  water  whirls  and  foams  through  this  channel,  with  hut  two  short 
level  reaches  in  twenty-five  miles.  One  of  these,  at  Miller's  ferry,  the  enemy 
watched.  About  four  mUes  above  was  a  small  pool,  known  as  Townsend'a  ferry, 
to  which  fliere  was  a  descent  by  a  foot-path  and  a  small  asceut  leading  from  the 
opposite  side  to  the  plateau,  southeast  of  Fayetteville.  Having  satisfied  myself 
of  the  possibility  of  using  this  as  a  place  of  crossing  by  which  to  surprise  the 
enemy,  I  ordered  the  means  therefor  to  be  prepared,  which  consisted  in  sawing 
down  the  trees  to  avoid  noise,  and  lowering  by  ropes  over  the  cliffs  materials 
for  two  ferries,  one  formed  of  wagon  boxes  laid  side  by  side  across  two  par- 
allel poles,  to  which  they  were  bound  by  two  others  lying  on  the  tops  of  the 
boxes  and  secured  to  tbe  lower  ones  by  rope  lashings.  Over  this  was  stretched 
canvas  pavUin.  The  other  was  what  is  known  in  the  west  as  a  bull-boat, 
covered  with  the  paulin.  These  were  to  he  passed  to  and  fro  by  a  rope  stretched 
across  the  river,  which  here  was  not  too  wide  to  admit  of  it.  The  work  was 
pushed  with  the  utmost  secrecy  and  despatch,  under  the  direction  of  Major  (now 
Major  General)  Crawford,  and  during  a  continued  rain  of  seventy  hours.  The 
plan  of  operations  was  as  follows  ;  The  brigade  which  lay  next  above  General 
Cox's,  at  the  mouth  of  Gauley,  passing  down  secretly  to  a  point  six  miles  below, 
being  rc-euforced  by  troops  brought  up  from  Oharlestown  and  other  points  on  the 
river  below,  was  secretly  to  cross  the  Kanawha  at  the  mouth  of  Loup  creek, 
and  He  concealed  until  our  preparations  as  above  described  were  made  for  the 
crossing.  "VVheu  that  was  done,  General  Cox  was  to  commence  skii-mishing 
with  the  enemy,  whose  artillery  had  been  driven  fi'om  the  front  of  Cotton  hill. 
The  commander  of  the  Loup  creek  force  was  to  send  a  column  of  1,000  men 
across  the  mountain  to  Caasidy's  mill,  four  miles  west  of  the  enemy's  position, 
and  about  the  same  distance  from  Fayetteville,  which  lay  seven  and  a  half  miles 
in  his  rear,  and  while  tliis  detachment  was  on  its  way  was  to  march  with  the 
remainder  of  his  forces  up  the  river,  and,  in  conjunction  with  General  Cox's 
troops,  to  drive  the  enemy  from  Cotton  hill,  and  prepare  to  attack  him  i 
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eBcampiuent  on  Laurel  creek  at  its  southern  base.  As  soon  aa  his  detachment 
should  have  i-eached  the  mill  this  attack  was  to  begin.  While  thus  drawing 
the  enemy's  attention,  General  Schenck  was  to  move  simuItaneouBly  to 
cross  New  river  with  S,700  men  at  Townsend'a  ferry  and  aeize  the  enemy's  line 
of  retreat  near  Fayetteville,  announcing  the  succeaa  of  thia  operation  to  the 
command  in  the  enemy's  front.  Thus  I'loyd'a  force  would  be  hemmed  in 
beyond  the  possihihty  of  escape.  To  be  in  readineae  for  any  movement  of 
General  Lee  co-operating  with  Floyd  by  attacking  us  on  the.  Lewiaburg  road, 
thorough  Watch  was  to  be  kept  on  that  road  towards  Mount  Sewell,  aad  McOook's 
brigade  with  our  artillery  was  to  hold  it,  or  a  point  near  Hawk's  Nest,  which 
offered  such  difficulties  to  the  advance  of  an  enemy  as  would  have  enabled  him 
to  hold  General  Lee  for  at  least  twenty-four  hours.  Our  troopa  on  the  west 
side,  having  taken  Floyd,  were,  in  that  caae,  to  march  to  Bowyer's  ferry,  cross 
Kew  river  aeven  miles  south  of  FayetteviUe,  and  place  themselves,  6,000 
strong,  on  the  Lewiaburg  road  in  the  rear  of  Lee's  position,  which  would  have 
put  him  wholly  in  our  power.  The  execution  of  this  plan  proceeded  until  the 
ferry-boats  were  ready ;  but  the  exceedingly  violent  rains  bad  raised  New  river 
so  that  the  small  level  reach  at  Townaend's  ferry  disappeared,  and  the  river 
there,  as  elsewhere,  was  but  a  torrent,  over  which  it  was  impossible  even  to 
ferry  a  skiff.  When  this  became  ce)-tain  General  Schenck'a  command  was  ordered 
to  move  with  all  possible  despatch  to  the  moutli  of  Ganley,  and  cross  the  Kar- 
nawba  at  the  falls,  where  means  were  in  readiness. 

On  the  morning  of  November  11,  General  Cox's  troops  attacked  and  drove 
the  enemy's  advance  guard  from  Cotton  hill,  where  the  head  of  the  Loup  creek 
column  ai-rived  before  noon,  and  pushed  on  over  the  mountain,  attacked  the 
enemy's  rear  guard  at  Laurel  creek,  hia  main  body  having  retired  from  bis  en- 
campment there  to  Dickinson's  farm,  three  miles  further  south.  At  12  o'clock  on 
the  same  day  the  detachment,  1,300  instead  of  1,000  strong,  arrived  at  Cassidy's 
mill,  on  the  flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  there  waited  for  orders  while 
watching  for  the  advance  of  Lee  on  the  east  aide  of  the  mill,  and  the  movement 
of  OUT  columQS  over  the  river,  as  well  aa  that  of  General  Schenck,  who,  by 
marching  all  night,  reached  the  mouth  of  Gauley  on  the  morning  of  the  13th, 
and  began  ci-ossing.  Our  column  on  the  enemy's  fi-ont,  on  the  aide  of  the 
mountain,  lay  on  their  arms  from,  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  1 1th  until 
the  next  morning,  though  its  commander  had  ample  and  explicit  orders. 
Heaiingnothingfromtbatfrontuntillate  in  the  morning  of  the  12th,  at  10  o'clock 
I  despatched  Captain  W.  F.  Eainolds,  topographical  engineers,  aide-de-camp,  to 
aecer^in  what  was  the  matter.  At  about  2  p.  m.  he  found  the  command  about 
half  a  mile  south  of  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  lying  on  their  arms,  and  after  in- 
q^uiryasto  what  was  the  matter,  rode  to  thefront  beyond  onr  advanced  akirmishers 
to  some  hastily-built  breastworks,  thrown  up  by  the  enemy  at  Dickinson's  ferm, 
opposite  Miller's  ferry,  the  day  before,  and  found  them  deserted.  Ketuming,  he 
informed  our  commander,  who  expressed  surprise,  and  immediately  set  about 
ordering  a  move.  But  the  column  only  reached  the  enemy's  deserted  camp  at 
about  11  o'clock  that  nigbt,  when  it  halted.  Meanwhile  the  detachment  at  Cas- 
sidy's mill,  instead  of  moving  across  to  Fayetteville,  only  three  or  four  miles  dis- 
tant, was  ordered  to  march  four  miles  down  the  stream  to  join  the  rear  of  this 
column,sevenmileaanda  half  north  of  Fayetteville,  which  it  did.  Theenemyhad 
retreated  about  midnight  of  the  13th,  an  advanced  guard  hearing  the  move- 
ment, which  was  not  more  than  three  miles  from  the  main  body,  and  reporting 
the  same  to  the  column  headquarters  as  early  as  3  a.  m.  of  the  12th.  This  put 
Floyd  about  twenty-four  hours  ahead.  Our  troops  halted  here,  and  the  commander. 
General  Benham,  seat  me  the  following  despatch,  vie; 
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"One  mile  from  Dickinson's — 11J  p.  m. 
"  General  Rosecbans  :  I  p«aL  forward  witli  tlie  chance  of  catching  Floyd'a 
train.  Do  not  let  me  be  interfered  with,  altho«gh  he  has  a  long  start.  Two 
great  blunders,  made  by  my  two  best  officers,  have  put  me  twelve  hours  behind 
Floyd.  I  should  have  been  only  twelve  hours  had  it  not  been  for  this.  I  in- 
tend to  take  his  train.  It  is  safe  for  all  to  come  on,  as  I  am  pushing  to  Baleigh. 
"  EespectfuUy,  &e." 

On  the  forenoon  of  the  14tli  our  advance  came  up  with  the  enemy's  rear  guard, 
with  which  it  had  a  smart  skirmish.  Meanwhile  General  Schenck,  with  hia 
command,  had  followed  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and,  being  senior  in  rank,  was 
ordered  on  to  assume  the  command  until  my  arrival  on  that  side  of  the  river. 
General  Schenck  sent  his  adjutant  general.  Major  Piatt,  to  the  front  to  ascertain 
the  condition  of  affairs,  and  sent  all  the  subsistence  he  could  get  foi'ward  on 
unharnessed  train  animals  to  supply  our  hungry  men,  who  were  out  of  rations, 
and  to  give  such  orders  as  might  be  deemed  prudent  in  the  premises.  The 
major  met  a  messenger  from  General  Eenham  with  despatches  to  General 
Schenck,  informing  him  that  he  had  information  which  led  him  to  believe  Lee, 
with  a  considerable  force,  was  at  Bowyer's,  urging  General  Schenck  to  come 
and  meet  him,  and  proposing  that  their  united  forces  should  proceed  at  once  in 
that  du'ection.  But,  proceeding  to  the  front,  the  major  aeeertamed  that  our 
troops  were  exhausted,  out  of  rations,  and  in  the  then  condition  of  the  roads 
could  neither  be  supplied  nor  had  they  much  prospect  of  catching  the  enemy  or 
his  trains,  which,  of  course,  were  seat  in  advance  of  his  retreating  forces.  More- 
over, a  terrible  snow  and  rain  storm  came  on;  the  roads  became  desperate,  and 
it  was  perfectly  manifest  that  further  pursuit  would  be  mnch  more  likely  to 
damage  us  than  the  enemy.  Under  these  circumstances  General  Schenck  gave 
orders  to  discontinue  pursuit  and  return  to  Fayetteville,  where  supplies  could 
reach  him,  and  whence,  subsequently,  I  oi-dered  all  troops,  except  General 
Schenck's,  to  return  to  their  old  positions.  Thus  Floyd  escaped ;  but  his  col- 
umn had  retreated  in  a  most  demoralized  condition,  leaving  some  ammunition 
and  camp  equipage  behind. 

General  Lee  did  not  carry  out  the  plan  of  attack  he  had  originally  proposed 
on  the  Lewisburg  road,  the  condition  of  the  roads  between  us  and  Mount  Sew- 
ell  having  interposed  almost  insuperable  obstacles;  and,  moreover.  General  Lee 
himself  having  been  called  about  that  time  east  under  orders  for  Charleston, 
most  of  Lee's  troops  retiring  from  the  position  in  front  of  Mount  Sewell  to  an 
intrenched  camp  at  Meadow  Bluff;  while  Floyd's  troops  went  to  Dublin  Sta- 
tion, on  the  Southwest  Virginia  and  Tennessee  railroad.  Tims  ended  the  en- 
emy's campaign  against  us  in  Western  Virginia — in  defeat  and  failure — and  the 
people,  during  the  winter,  established  an  effective  civil  government,  which  haa 
ever  since  continued. 

Qnestion.  Did  you  make  the  exchange  of  prisoners  proposed  by  General  Lee; 
and  if  not,  why  not? 

Answer.  When  General  Lee  proposed  the  exchange  on  grounds  of  humanity, 
I  declined  to  make  it,  because  I  saw  that  he  desired  to  get  these  mountaineers, 
who  knew  that  coantry,  and  which  would  immediately  add  so  many  men  to  his 
available  strength,  in  exchange  for  men  captured  at  Bull  Bun,  which  would  add 
nothing  to  my  strength,  and,  in  fact,  could  not  even  serve  with  my  command. 
I  stated  to  General  Lee  that  unless  he  could  remedy  this  inec[Tu>lity  there  could 
be  no  exchange;  and  there  was  none. 

It  is  due  to  history  to  state  to  the  committee  that  the  foregoing  minutes  of 
the  affair  at  Cotton  hill  against  Floyd  have  been  given  because  interested  parties 
have  attempted,  through  vaiious  chaimels,  directly  and  indirectly,  to  falsify 
history,  and  conceal  misbehavior  which  was  reported  in  the  form. 
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to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  aj-my.  While  prepai'ing  to  make  this  state- 
ment my  attention  was  dnected  to  the  "  Rebellion  Becord,"  for  dates  which 
had  eaca,ped  my  memory,  where  I  observed,  among  others,  a  statement  on 
page  384,  vol.  Ill  or  IV,  copied  from  the  New  York  World,  which  I  take  oceasioa 
here  to  pronounce  a  tissue  of  en-ors  and  falsehoods.  Soon  after  these  closing 
events  of  the  campaign  here  executed,  I  received  orders  to  send  twelve  regiments  to 
General  Buell,  and  then  repairing  to  Wheelbg,  established  my  headquarters 
there  for  the  winter-  On  the  6th  of  December,  satisfied  that  Uie  condition  of 
the  roads  over  the  Alleghanies  into  Western  Virginia,  aa  well  as  the  scarcity 
of  Bubaisteace  and  horae-feed,  would  preclude  any  serioua  operations  of  the 
enemy  against  us  until  the  opening  of  spring,  I  hegsui  quietly  and  secretly  to 
assemble  all  the  spare  troops  of  the  department  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  under  cover  of  about  5,000  men  I  had  posted  at 
Romney,  with  the  design  of  obtaining  General  McCIellau's  permission  to 
take  nearly  all  these  troops,  and  suddenly  seize,  fortify  and  hold  Winchester, 
whereby  I  should  at  once  more  effectually  cover  the  northeastern  and  central 
parte  of  Westera  Virginia,  and  at  tlie  same  time  threatening  the  left  of  the  en- 
emy's position  at  Manassas,  compelling  him  to  lengthen  his  line  of  defence  in 
front,  the  aimy  of  the  Potomac  and  tlirow  it  furlher  south.  That  I  might  more 
fully  lay  my  views  before  the  general  commanding,  I  requested  his  permission  to 
visit  him  at  Washington,  whither  I  proceeded  about  the  28th  of  December,  and 
found  General  McClelfan  sick  of  typhoid  fever.  Before  an  interview  could  be 
had  with  him  on  the  subject  Stonewall  Jackson,  with  a  column  of  10,000  men, 
began  an  advance  in  the  direction  of  Cumberland,  which  threatened  such  serious 
consec[uencea  that,  although  ordered  to  send  all  my  troops  to  General  Lander, 
and  to  remain  personally  idle,  I  was  obliged  to  return  to  Wheeling  for  the 
purpose  of  seeing  this  order  executed  and  supplies  and  SBbsistence  sent  to 
General  Lauder.  But  before  I  left  I  had  a  conversation  on  the  subject  with 
General  Fita  J.  Porter,  who  was  regarded  as  the  confidential  adviser  of  Gene- 
ral McOlellan.  I  fbnnd  that  to  my  plan  was  opposed  an  old  stereotyped  idea, 
that  it  "  would  lead  to  changing  the  theatre  of  the  wai-,"  and  that  at  least  a  por- 
tion of  what  I  desired  to  have  done  on  the  eaatem  boundary  of  my  department, 
with  nearly  all  my  available  troops,  had  been  confided  to  General  Lander.  I  di- 
rected my  attention  to  perfecting  the  details  for  the  execution  of  a  cherished 
plan  of  seizing  and  occupying  or  destroying  the  Southwest  Virginia  and  Ten- 
nessee railroad  between  Lynchburg  and  Knoxville,  for  which  I  had  begun  to 
prepare  during  the  Bummer  of  1861,  until  General  Lee  furnished  me  with 
other  occupation.  To  this  end  I  completed  an  experimental  ti-ain  of  three 
hundred  pack-mules,  and  by  that  demonstrated  the  iaet  that  during  winter  I 
could  transport  stores  from  Clarksburg  to  Huttonsville  at  one-third  of  the  cost 
per  pound  which  it  required  to  carry  them  in  government  wagons  from  Webster 
to  Beverly,  a  distance  of  sixteen  miles  less.  The  great  difficulty  of  moving 
through  these  mountainous  regions,  where  subsistence  for  troops  cannot  be  found, 
being  in  transportation,  I  conceived  the  idea  of  using  pack-trains  instead  of 
wagons,  for  many  reasons,  among  others,  that  they  are  less  cumbrous,  are  not 
necessarily  confined  to  the  few  wagon  roads,  and  can  carry  their  maximum  toad 
as  well  over  had  places  as  over  good  roads.  One  of  the  chief  difficulties  in  or- 
ganizing pack-trains  being  to  procure  packers,  I  directed  the  quartermasters  to 
employ  one  for  each  regiment,  and  the  commanding  officers  to  cause  aJI  their 
teamsters  to  be  drilled  thoreughly  in  packing.  I  subseijueiitly  submitted  to  the 
Secretaiy  of  War  a  plan  of  a  campaign  for  the  employment  of  my  command 
during  the  spring  and  summer  of  1862,  based  on  the  supposed  movement  of  the 
army  of  the  Potomac,  which  having  been  examined  by  him  and  by  General  Mc- 
Clellan,  was  by  both  those  officers,  in  autograph  letters,  highly  complimented. 
But  on  the  6th  April,  1863,  I  was  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  depart- 
ment by  llajor  General  John  C.  Fremont,  and  did  not  have  the  opportunity  to 
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carry  it  into  esectition.  Aa  the  civilaiimiaigtratioiiof  a  clepartment  commander 
ia  an  important  element  of  duty,  in  closing  the  statement  of  my  campaign  in 
Western  Virginia  it  will  be  proper  to  say  that  the  people  of  WeBtera  Virginia 
gave  testimony  to  their  satiafaction  with  my  adminietratioa  hy  a  unanimous 
vote  of  thanks  from  hoth  hoiiaes  of  the  legislature,  which  was  passed  during  the 
session  of  1861-'G3. 

The  Ohio  legialatm-e  also  teatified  its  appreciation  of  my  services  in  that  cam- 
paign by  a  noanimoua  vote  of  thanke. 

Having  turaed  over  the  command  of  tUe  department  to  G-eneral  FrSmorit,  in 
obedience  to  orders,  I  repaired  to  Washington  and  reported  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  who  reiterated  his  compliments  on  the  plan  of  campaign  I  had  proposed, 
and  expressed  his  regret  at  not  being  able  to  confide  to  me  its  execution.  On 
the  evening  after  my  arrival  the  Secretary  sent  for  me  to  come  to  his  oifice,  and  in- 
formed me  that  he  desu^d  to  send  me  in  search  of  Blencker's  division,  wrote  a  Setter 
of  instructions  to  tbat  effect,  and  also  dneeted  me  to  viait  the  headquarters  of  Gen- 
eral Banks  and  confer  with  him,  reportmg  piogieaa  from  each  telegraph  station 
to  the  War  Department.  I  mention  this  aa  a  circtimstance  of  significance  in 
what  follows.  I  left  the  nest  morning  for  Harpfi'a  Ferry,  and  reached  Wia- 
cheater  the  same  evening,  despatching  messengeta  from  two  or  three  points 
on  my  route  in  aeai-ch  of  Geneial  Blenckei's  division  At  Winchester  I  learned 
that  G-eneral  Blencker,  having  arnved  at  Bei-ry'a  ferry,  in  attempting  to  erosa  his 
men  by  means  of  the  old  ferry-boat,  had,  uafortunately,  by  its  cafeeniag  and 
sinking,  lost  some  thirty-five  men.  I  immediately  wrote,  informing  him  of  my 
orders  and  directing  him  to  mai'ch  to  Snicker's  feiTy,  lower  down  on  the  She- 
nandoah, whei'e  we  had  a  flying  bridge,  and  cross  there.  I  arrived  at  Woodstock 
the  evening  of  the  18th  April,  and  informed  General  Banks  of  my  miasiou.  As 
my  instrnctions  did  not  indicate  any  subject  for  conference,  the  general  and 
myself  concluded  that  it  was  to  be  ad  libitum,  and  therefore  took  up  the  military 
situation.  After  considering  the  position  and  numbers  of  McDowell's,  Banka's, 
and  FrSmoDt's  forces,  I  said  to  General  Banks,  "  What  force  has  the  enemy  in 
front  of  you  1"  He  replied,  "  Between  8,000  and  13,000."  I  then  said,  "  Onr 
entire  forces  under  yourself.  General  McDowell  and  General  Fremont  ai-e  at  pres- 
ent having  no  decided  influence  on  the  eonteat  between  General  McOlellan'a 
forces  and  ihe  rebels  on  the  Poninanla.  You  are  in  the  great  valley  which  has 
always  been  an  abundant  souree  of  rebel  supplies.  Your  line  of  communication 
is  covered' by  the  Blue  Kidge  and  the  Shenandoah,  and  therefore  compara- 
lively  safe.  It  aeems  to  me  Blencker's  crossing  the  Shenandoah  to  go  to  General 
Fremont,  whence  he  will  have  to  return,  ia  a  waste  of  time.  What  do  yon 
think  of  the  following  :  Blencker  not  to  croaa  the  Shenandoah,  but  to  match 
to  Sperryville  and  seize  Luvay  gap ;  McDowell  to  advance  to  Onlpeper. 
Jackaon  and  EweU  will  immediately  retreat  to  Staunton  or  Rockfish  and 
Brown's  gaps.  You  can  then  advance  to  Harrisonburg.  General  Fremont 
can  order  Milroy  to  mai'cb  from  Beverly  and  meet  his  column  moving  from  New 
Oreek  station,  on  the  Beverly  and  Staunton  turnpike,  whence  the  entire  com- 
mand of  the  three  departments  can  be  put  in  communication  and  concentrated : 
yours  and  General  Fremont's  seizing  Staunton,  and  making  it  your  depot,  can 
move  on  Charlotte,  at  which  point  General  McDowell  can  join  you.  This  will 
give  a  combined  ai-my  of  46,000  men,  with  ample  detachments — near  20,000 
men — to  cover  your  lines  of  communication.  You  will  have  the  control  of  the 
forage  and  beef  of  the  great  valley,  and  the  remainder  of  your  supplies  and 
your  ammunition  can  be  wagoned  from  Winchester.  This  army  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  take  Gordonaville  and  compel  the  enemy  to  detach  a  large  army  of 
observation  to  watch  your  movements  and  fight  you,  or  to  lose  the  line — the 
defensive  line  of  the  James  river  and  his  connexion  with  Lynchburg.  If  he 
detach  an  army  of  observation  we  have  accomplished  our  purpose,  and  General 
McClellan  can  beat  the  remainder  of  his  forces  and  occupy  Eicbmoi  id.     If  he  -^^q 
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does  not,  you  will  compel  him  to  evacuate  Itichmond.  If  he  attempts  to  fall  on 
you  ■with  Ilia  entire  foi'ce,  he  could  not  roach  Gordonsville  in  less  than  four  days, 
■which  would  give  ample  time  to  prepare  for  him ;  and  as  you  will  have  the 
control  of  the  mountain  passes,  and  of  the  great  valley,  your  army  could  be 
dislodged  from  it  only  by  a  long  campaign.  Thus  all  these  troops,  which  at 
present  ■weigh  not  a  feather  in  the  great  contest,  will  be  brought  to  aid  in  bring- 
ing it  to  a  successful  conclusion." 

General  Banks  having  approved  this  plan,  which  it  was  thought  proper  to 
lay  before  his  division  commanders,  I  left  the  next  morning  for  Straaburg, 
whence  I  telegraphed  it  in  cipher  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  stating  that  General 
Banks  had  requested  me  to  say  it  met  his  entire  approbation.  To  carry  it  out 
it  was  necessary  that  Blencket's  orders  to  cross  the  Shenandoah  should  be 
promptly  revoked.  Receiving  no  order  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  Blencker'e 
movement  was  continued  across  the  Shenandoah.  This  command  was  found 
in  the  most  wretched  condition — unfed,  unclothed,  unshod  and  unpaid — between 
800  and  1,000  men  barefooted,  the  cavalry  and  artillery  horses  unshod,  and  the 
■whole  command  requiring  a  new  outfit  to  prepare  it  for  a  campaign.  Its  condi- 
tion was  promptly  reported  to  the  War  Department,  and  orders  were  given  to 
forward,  the  supplies  ;  but  a  terrible  flood  in  the  Potomac,  which  swept  away 
the  Harper's  Ferry  bridge  and  prevented  the  crossing  of  the  river  for  eight 
days,  delayed  their  arrival.  When  finally  prepared,  I  conducted  them  to  Gene- 
ral Fremont,  and  forthwith  returned  to  Washington,  about  the  16th  of  May, 
where  I  received  ordei-s  to  join  General  Halleck,  to  whom  I  hastened,  hoping 
to  arrive  in  time  for  the  great  battle,  then  thought  to  be  impending  in  front  of 
Corinth.  I  arrived  at  his  headquai-ters  on  the  23d  May,  and  on  the  33d  was 
directed  to  report  to  Greneral  Pope,  who  was  then  expecting  General  Jeff.  Davis 
and  General  Asboth's  commands  from  Pea  Uidge.  They  arrived,  were  consoli- 
dated into  divisions,  and  placed  under  my  orders.  On  the  26th  and  27th  I 
was  assigned  to  the  command  of  Paine's  and  Stanley's  divisions  of  the  troops 
under  General  Pope,  which  were  known  as  the  army  of  the  Mississippi.  At  I 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  I  was  called  to  Genera!  Pope's  headquarters, 
who  informed  me  that  he  had  just  received  a  despatch  from  General  Halleck, 
stating  that  the  enemy  was  massing  heavily  on  our  left,  and  would  probably 
attack  us  in  the  morning.  He  therefore  desired  that  I  should  go  to  the  front 
and  prepare,  which  I  did.  At  4  o'clock  a.  m.  the  discharge  of  a  solitary  heavy 
gun  from  the  direction  of  Corinth  seemed  to  announce  the  beginning  of  the  eon- 
test,  bnt  a  succession  of  reports  soon  followed,  which  satisfied  me  the  enemy 
■were  blowing  up  their  magazines.  I  immediately  ordered  General  Stanley  to 
send  two  regiments  towards  Corinth  by  the  road  in  his  fi-ont.  General  Paine  to 
do  the  same  on  his,  and  d^patched  word  to  Genera!  Pope  to  this  effect.  Soon 
came  the  announcement  from  Paine's  front  of  the  occupation  by  our  troops  of  a 
fort  belonging  to  the  enemy,  with  which  we  had  a  fierce  cannonade  the  day 
before.  Both  these  advances  from  my  command  reached  Cormth  about  a 
quarter  past  7  o'clock,  where  I  soon  after  joined  them,  I  found  the  place  had 
been  evacuated  dming  the  night,  the  enemy  having  destroyed  or  carried  away 
moat  of  his  ammunition  and  previsions,  but  leaving  a  considerable  q^uantity  of 
old  tentage  and  wagons.  At  9  o'clock  I  received  orders  to  return  my  command 
to  camp  for  rations,  and  then  immediately  to  start  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  on 
the  Danville  road.  By  11  o'clock  that  night  the  head  of  my  column  halted  at 
the  Tuecumbia,  where  our  cavalry  had  been  checked  by  the  enemy's  rear 
guard.  The  Tnscumbia  at  this  point  ran  through  a  low  swampy  bottom,  in  a 
naiTow  muddy  channel,  rendering  the  passage  across  it  very  diificult  except  at 
the  bridge,  which  they  had  burnt. 

The  nest  njoraing  General  Pope  arrived  to  snpei-vise  the  operations  of  forcing 
a  passage,  which  the  enemy  still  held,  and  sent  me  with  General  McPherson  to 
reconnoitre  the  country  for  a  camp-ground,  in  obedience,  as  he  said,  to  the 
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orders  of  General  Halleck,  who  had  directed  him  to  pursue  until  he  was  satisfied 
he  could  do  the  eoejuy  no  fui-ther  damage,  and  then  returning  go  into  camp  in 
that  vicinity.  On  my  return,  about  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  a  fierce  artillery  and  mus- 
ketry fire  at  the  Tiiacumbia  startled  General  Pope's  headqimrters.  The  general 
directed  me  to  go  to  the  front  and  force  the  passage.  I  ai-rived  there  just  before 
sunset,  and  having  reconnoitred  the  grounci,  made  my  arrangements  to  pass  by 
a  surprise  during  the  night.  But  the  enemy  having  delayed  us  twenty-four 
hours  quietly  decamped,  and  by  daylight  our  troops  were  rebuilding  the  bridge, 
which  was  ready  for  the  crossing  of  our  artillery  before  12  o'clock  m.  My 
infantry  reacked  Rienzi  the  same  evening.  Our  cavalry  pushed  on  to  Boone- 
vilie,  whence  General  Gordon  Granger  despatched  me  before  daylight  that  the 
enemy  was  still  retreating,  and  shortly  afterwards  that  he  had  taken  possession  of 
Booneville,  with  a  number  of  prisoners,  and  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  Twenty 
Mile  creek,  the  bridge  over  which  they  were  destroying.  I  pushed  on  with  my 
command  to  Booneville,  and  thence  made  recoanoia sauces  to  the  front  at  several 
points  over  a  front  of  twelve  miles,  finding  the  enemy  in  force  at  each  point, 
which  results  I  reported  to  Genei-al  Pope  on  his  arrival  the  next  morning,  where 
he  was  joined  by  General  Buell,' whose  command  (thearmy  of  the  Ohio)  arrived 
during  the  afternoon  and  night  and  took  position  on  our  right,  towards  Black- 
land.  In  this  position  we  lay  until  the  11th  of  June,  when  General  Bueil 
marched  to  Alabama  and  Tennessee,  and  we  returned  to  camp  Clear  Greek,  six 
miles  below  Corinth,  where  we  arrived  on  the  12th  or  13t)i  of  Juue. 

General  Pope  receiving  a  leave  of  absence,  the  command  of  the  army  of  the 
Mississippi  devolved  on  me,  as  the  nest  in  rank,  whereupon  I  directed  Genei-a! 
Sheridan,  with  a  brigade  of  cavalry,  to  take  post  at  Booneville,  at  which  point 
wo  had  previously  a  battalion.  A  day  or  two  after  his  ai-rival  the  rebel  General 
Chalmers,  with  eleven  regiments  and  parts  of  regiments  of  cavalry,  attacked 
him  ;  hut  such  was  the  vigor  and  energy  with  which  Sheridan  handled  his 
troops,  one  regiment  of  which  was  armed  with  revoJviug  rifles,  that  the  enemy 
were  defeated,  and  this  defeat  gave  our  cavalry,  consisting  of  only  four  regiments, 
the  mastery  of  country  within  the  scope  of  its  travel  from  that  time  fortb,  and 
constituted  an  epoch  in  its  history  in  that  region. 

The  seven  days'  fight  before  Richmond  caused  General  Halleck  to  be  ordered 
to  Washington,  and  General  Pope  to  he  in  command  of  the  army  in  Virginia.  I 
then  became  permanent  commander  of  the  army  of  the  Mississippi,  which 
remained  in  camp  some  weeks,  during  which  I  instituted  the  plan  of  construct- 
ing "  mfarmation  tnaps."  This  consisted  in  making  a  skeleton  map  from  the 
best  map  to  be  had  of  the  country,  and  placing  upon  it  the  results  of  inquiries 
and  the  information  obtained  from  scouts,  spies,  citizens,  and  ail  other  sources. 
This  map  was  then  photographed  and  diatribnted  among  our  subordinate  eom- 
mandera,  with  instructiona  to  complete  and  correct  it,  as  well  as  for  use  ia 
directing  their  operations  ;  and  the  more  surely  to  accomplish  this,  each  brigade 
was  to  detail  an  officer  for  topographical  duty.  This,  I  believe,  originated  that 
system,  which  was  aubsequently  carried  to  great  perfection  in  the  army  of  the 
Cumberland,  and  has  been  one  of  the  most  useful  agencies  in  the  handling  of 
large  bodies  of  troops  in  countries  comparatively  unknown  to  ua,  and  of  which 
no  accurate  maps  liad  been  made. 

About  ihe  20tb  of  August  I  received  orders  to  send  two  divisions  of  my  com- 
mand to  Tennessee  to  re-enforce  General  Buell.  Paiae's,  (afterwards  Palmer's 
and  Davis's,)  commanded  by  General  Mitchell,  were  ordered ;  the  latter  crossing 
the  Tennessee  atEastport — the  former  at  Tuscumbia.  Stanley's  division  moved 
from  camp  Clear  Creek  to  protect  the  line  of  the  railroad  between  Corinth  and 
Tuscumbia,  and  the  operation  of  croaaing. 

While  I  was  at  Tuscumbia  a  telegram  reached  me  from  Genera!  Grant,  that 
the  rebels  appeared  to  be  moving  north ;  that  a  heavy  cavalry  force  had  attacked 
Bolivar  and  cut  the  line  of  the  railroad  between  that  and  Jackson.     The-cross-  ■ 
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ing  of  Paine'3  division  now  being  completed,  Stanley  was  directed  to  return  at 
once  to  Inka,  where  out  of  the  refugee  contrabanda  I  organized  a  detachment 
of  colored  engineer  tvoopa  into  platoons  of  twenties  and  compauiea  of  a  hundred, 
each  hiring  officera.  Thinga  were  now  beginning  to  wear  a  threatening  aspect. 
It  waa  evident,  by  the  enemy's  movementa,  that  they  were  about  to  commence 
an  offensive  campaign.  I  accordingly  returned  from  luka  to  my  old  eacamp- 
ment  at  Clear  creek,  leaving  a  rear  guard  to  protect  the  sending  of  the  stores 
which  had  been  brought  up  from  Eastport  to  Corinth.  Colonel  R.  C,  Mnrphy, 
8th  Wisconsin,  who  was  charged  with  this  duty,  learning  that  the  rebels  were 
moving  on  Inka,  hastily  abandoned  the  place,  which  was  occupied  by  the 
enemy's  cavalry,  followed  soon  after  by  Gfeneral  Price's  entire  command.  The 
precipitancy  of  Colonel  Murphy'a  movements  left  it  a  matter  of  doubt  whether 
the  enemy's  infantiy  occupied  the  place.  A  reconnoiasaace  in  force  was  made 
on  it  by  Colonel  (now  Major  General)  Mower,  who  drove  in  the  enemy's  pickets 
on  his  main  force  in  line  of  battle  at  luka,  and  settled  the  question  of  the  ene- 
my's presence  there  with  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artiHery ;  which  information 
having  been  aent  to  General  Grant,  the  department  commander,  he  determined 
to  attack,  ordered  General  Ord  to  move  to  BurDSville,  and  brought  all  the 
spare  troops  under  Koas  from  Bolivsir  to  re-enforce  him. 

Burnsville  is  a  small  town,  seven  and  a  half  miles  west  of  luka,  on  the  Mem- 
phis and  Charleaton  road  near  ita  crosaing  over  Yellow  creek.  General  Grant 
thought  my  command  should  join  General  Urd's,  and  that,  while  the  latter  moved 
towards  luka  on  the  north,  mine  should  take  the  south  side  of  the  raili-oad.  I 
represented  to  hira  that  as  our  chances  of  success  lay  in  the  celerity  of  our  move- 
menta, and  as  one  of  my  divisions  was  at  Jacinto,  nine  miles  aouth  of  Burns- 
ville, on  the  Tuscumbia  road,  and  as  the  country  along  the  railroad  on  the  south 
side,  full  of  morasses  and  covered  with  brash,  would  be  difficult  to  operate  in,  it 
would  probably  be  better  that,  with  Stanley's  division,  I  should  join  Hamilton's  at 
Jacinto, and,  movingwith  the  two  by  the  Tuscumbia  road,  shonld  get  possession  of 
the  rebels'  line  of  retreat,  south  of  luka,  by  seizing  and  holdingboth  theFulton  and 
Jacinto  roads,  which  at  luka  were  only  amile  and  a  half  apart,  and  theground  there 
being  highly  favorable  for  the  operation,  while  General  Ord'a  entire  force  ahould  at- 
tack Price  in  front,  and  thus  put  him  completely  in  our  power.  To  this  Genera]  Grant 
assented,  and  on  the  ]  8th  Stanley's  division  was  concentrated  at  Jacinto,  which 
point  it  reached  at  9  o'clock  p.  m.,  ready  to  bivouac.  Immediately  on  my  arrival 
thei'e  I  established  a  line  of  courier  posts  to  General  Grant's  headquarters  at 
Burnsville,  W>  which  point  he  had  gone  at  12  o'clock  on  the  18th,  advising  him 
of  our  an-ival  and  of  the  establishment  of  the  line  of  courier  posts.  I  also  noti- 
'  fied  him  that  the  troops  being  somewhat  fatigued,  and  the  distance  to  luka  being 
nineteen  and  a  half  miles,  we  would  probably  not  reach  that  place  the  next  day 
before  2^  o'clock,  but  certainly  would  not  be  later  than  4J  p.  m.  At  3  o'clock 
next  morning  the  troops  were  called  up,  and  began  to  move  as  aoon  thereafter 
as  possible,  taking  nothing  but  ammunition,  ambulances,  and  the  rations  in  their 
haversacks.  At  seven  in  the  morning  I  despatched  General  Grant  that  the  troops 
were  off  in  good  spirits,  the  advance  at  least  six  miles  on  its  way,  and  that  we 
should  undoubtedly  arrive  at  luka  as  early  as  4  o'clock  p.  m.  He  was  also  in- 
formed that  a  line  of  courier  posta  would  be  continued  every  two  or  three  miles, 
to  connect  ■my  headquarters  with  his,  so  as  to  afibrd  ceitaiu  and  rapid  intercom- 
munication. At  l!i  o'clock  the  head  of  Hamilton's  column  reached  the  forka  of 
the  luka  and  Tuscumbia  roada,  seven  and  a  half  miles  from  luka,  having  skir- 
mished with  the  enemy's  cavalry  for  the  last  two  miles,  when  his  division  ad- 
vanced, driving  the  enemy's  skirmishei-s  all  before  him.  I  here  ascertained  that 
the  Fulton  road  crossed  the  Tuscumbia  four  and  a  half  miles  east  of  this  point, 
and  that  tliere  were  no  cross-roads  between  it  and  that  leading  hence  to  laka,  by 
which  columns  advancing  on  them  separately  could  cert^nly  and  safely  comma- 
nicate  with  each  other,  and  also  that  the  enemy's  strength  was  believed  to  b 
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tweea  20,000  and  30,000  strong.  I  therefore  determined  tliat  it  would  be  unsafe 
to  move  Stanley's  division  up  tLe  Fulton  road,  whereby  I  should  divide  my 
command,  consisting  of  only  four  brigades,  into  two  columns, not  within  supporting 
distance  of  each  other,  and  despatched  General  G-rant  our  progress,  condition, 
and  this  my  determination,  with  the  reasons  therefor.  Here  General  Grant's 
aids,  Colonels  Lagon  and  Dickey,  joined  me ;  asked  the  news  ;  inquired  if  I  be- 
lieved the  rebels  were  in  luka  in  force — if  I  thought  they  would  fight — if  I  in- 
tended to  attack,  and  if  I  did  not  apprehend  that  unless  we  harried  up  they 
would  retreat.  I  informed  them  that  our  information  warranted  the  belief  that  the 
enemy  were  in  force  and  would  fight ;  that,  as  a  matter  of  course,  I  should  attack 
on  my  arrival,  but  that  it  was  now  near  1  o'clock ;  that  we  were  within  seven 
miles  of  luka,  and  ought  to  hear  the  guns  of  tJie  other  column,  and  I  was  sur- 
prised that  we  did  not.  Colonel  Lagon  siiggeated  that "  perhaps  General  Grant 
expected  me  to  attack  first ;"  to  which  I  replied  that  Buch  was  not  the  understand- 
ing, and,  moreover,  that  it  would  be  very  bad  policy  to  allow  the  enemy's  atten- 
tion to  be  first  attracted  towards  his  line  of  communication,  to  seize  and  secure 
which  was  the  object  of  my  movement;  that  Hamilton's  division  was  already 

flushing np — heconldhearthefiringof  theskirmishersin  the  distance— «nd  Stan- 
ey's  division  would  follow  promptly.  Receiving  word  that  the  way  was  open  for 
Stanley's  division,  we  left  this  point,  Colonels  Lagon  and  Dickey  accompanying  us 
to  the  front,  where  we  arrived  at  about  4  o'clock,  and  the  battle  opened  on  a  rough 
brushy  point,  near  the  top  of  which  was  the  coveted  cross-road  leading  over  to  the 
Fulton  road,  of  which  we  wished  to  gain  possession.  Our  troops  moved  rapidly 
into  line,  lying  down  until  the  enemy's  position  could  be  ascertained.  They 
opened  on  us  in  a  few  minutes  with  grape  and  canister.  From  that  time  tii! 
nightfall  the  battle  raged  furiously.  "The  enemy  poured  down  upon  us  in  over- 
whelming numbers.  They  could  be  seen  moving  across  the  fields  from  the  rail- 
road near  the  luka  and  Bumsville  road.  Nothing  in  that  quarter  appeared  to 
attract  their  attention.  Hamilton's  division  barely  held  its  ground,  sometimes 
gaining  and  sometimes  losing  a  little.  Mower's  brigade  of  Stanley's  division 
was  ordered  in  on  the  right  of  Hamilton's,  while  Fuller's  was  held  in  reserve. 
Just  after  sunset  the  enemy  came  down  in  a  terrific  attack  on  Mower,  hut  was 
driven  hack.  A  second  and  still  more  powerful  assault  was  made.  The  conflict 
was  short  but  terrible.  In  half  an  hour  their  column  was  repulsed,  after  every 
round  of  ammunition  had  been  expended  by  Mower's  men.  Our  troops,  which 
had  ceased  fighting,  lay  down  on  the  ground,  the  enemy  within  three  hundred 
yards  of  us.  Out  of  sixteen,  eleven  of  our  regiments  had  been  in  action.  There 
was  no  news  from  General  Grant.  The  enemy  had  fought  us  with  superior 
numbers.  What  next  was  to  be  done?  Quietly  placing  a  brigade  in  the  front 
line,  and  withdrawing  Hamilton's  division  to  replenish  their  ammunition  and  take 
position  in  reserve,  I  despatched  General  Grant  an  account  of  the  conflict  and 
present  condition  of  afiaira,  and  at  the  same  time  sent  a  reconnoitring  party  to 
our  right  to  ascertain  the  mode  of  crossing  the  swampy  ground  which  skirted  the 
field  to  the  east  of  us,  and  to  examine  the  heights  beyond  with  a  view  to 
their  occupation  with  our  artillery,  which,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  ground, 
could  not  be  brought  into  action  with  effect.  By  11^  p.  m.  tlieae  dis- 
positions were  made.  Going  frequently  to  the  front  I  heard  the  enemy  cut- 
ting, chopping,  driving  stakes,  halting  and  aligning  their  men.  I  also  heard 
the  movement  of  the  train  in  the  distance  towards  the  southeast,  and  artillery 
moving  apparently  along  the  very  heights  I  desired  to  occupy,  and  from 
which  my  reconnoitring  party  had  not  returned.  This  gave  me  no  little 
uneasiness.  Going  to  the  front  at  3  a.  m.  I  heard  the  voices  of  drivers  of  artil- 
lery or  ambtdance  trains,  evidently  anxious  and  in  haste,  and  returning,  gave 
orders  that  our  troops  should  be  called  and  have  their  breakfast,  so  as  to  move 
at  daylight,  which  was  done,  Stanley's  division  leading.  As  our  skirmishers 
advanced  the  enemy  fled.     Their  dead  and  wounded  were  lying  on  the  g;round 
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ill  front  of  tia.  Our  troops  puslied  forward,  and  the  rebels  retired  towards  luka, 
into  which  iitanley  soon  sent  a  shot,  causing  the  rebels  there  to  move  hastily. 
Wliat  we  at  first  suspected  might  be  a  change  of  position  we  now  became  sat- 
isfied was  a  retreat.  All  our  cavalry,  a  regiment  and  a  half,  were  immediately 
ordered  to  move  in  on  the  flaab  of  the  Fulton  road,  and  Stanley's  division  to 
follow  with  all  possible  despatch.  Hamilton's,  instead  of  movifig  up  to  luka, 
W83  ordered  to  tace  about,  march  back  to  the  forks  of  the  road,  aad,  taking  the 
Tuscumbia  road,  if  possible,  to  fall  on  the  enemy's  flank.  These  dispositions 
concluded,  and  our  troops  having  passed  through  Inka,  I  was  suddenly  startled 
by  the  sound  of  music,  and  looking,  beheld  the  head  of  General  Grant's  column 
entering  the  place.  Ho  explanation  was  then  or  subsequently  made  of  the  . 
cause  which  prevented  that  column  from  attacking  the  enemy  in  front  the  day 
before,  save  that  they  did  not  hear  our  guns.  General  Grant  directed  a  brigade 
of  his  troops  to  occupy  luka,  aod  take  care  of  the  hospital  and  public  property, 
and  that  I  should  pursue  the  enemy  as  far  as  I  thought  it  likely  to  result  in 
any  benefit  to  us  or  iujiu-y  to  them ;  and  we  accordingly  pushed  them  till  uiglit- 
fall,  when,  overworked  with  the  last  two  days'  and  nights'  marehingand  lighting, 
our  troops  halted  for  the  night ;  satisfied  that  the  enemy,  by  marching  all  night, 
would  probably  reach  Bay  Springs,  twenty-fi.ve  miles  south  of  the  Tuscumbia 
road,  by  next  morning,  and  that  they  would  thence  move  as  rapidly  as  possible  to 
the  Mobile  and  Ohio  road,  near  Tupelo,  all  of  which  proved  true.  And  oar  rations 
being  exhausted,  and  the  country  towards  Bay  Springs  destitute,  I  was  satis- 
fied that  further  pursuit  with  our  infantry  would  be  utterly  unavailing,  and  di- 
rected the  cavalry  to  follow  the  enemy,  and  my  command  to  return  the  next 
day  to  Jacinto,  advising  Genera!  Grant,  who  approved  the  movement. 

Oa  this  day,  the  20th  of  September,  I  received  my  appointment  as  major 
general  of  volunteers.  On  the  33d,  General  Grant,  having  been  made  depart- 
ment eommander,  confided  to  me  the  command  of  the  district  of  Corinth,  with 
my  headc[uarters  at  that  place,  to  which  I  immediately  repaired,  and  where  I 
found  McKean'a  aod  Davies's  divisions.  During  the  summer  I  had  made  it  a 
pomt,  whenever  I  visited  General  Grant's  headquartera,  to  suggef.t  that  the 
gieat  hue  of  fortifications  ordered  by  General  Halleck,  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
m  itont  of  Corinth,  in  the  constraction  of  which  our  troops  were  employed 
durmg  the  hot  weather,  was  utterly  v^eless  to  our  small  command,  and  urged  the 
conatjuftion  of  a  line  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Corinth,  which  could  be  de- 
fended hy  a  comparatively  small  foi-ce,  to  cover  our  depots,  to  which  sug- 
ge^tion  Genera!  Grant  had  finally  acceded,  giving  Captain  Prime  orders  at  once 
to  hegm  it.  To  the  completion  of  this  lineldirectedmy  attention,  increasing  tiie 
number  of  my  contraband  engineer  laborers,  who,  under  the  efficient  cummand 
of  C  iptain  (now  Colonel)  Gaw,  United  States  colored  volunteers,  repaired  all 
the  bill  gea  and  roads  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  and  felled  the  timber  ia  front 
of  the  new  line  of  intrenehments  we  had  begun,  looking  westward.  Rumors 
soon  leached  me  that  the  euemy,  under  Van  Dorn,  whom  Price  had  joined  with 
his  difccumfited  command,  were  about  to  make  a  grand  campaign  to  drive  us  out 
of  Mississippi,  western  Tennessee,  and  Kentucky,  and  thus  co-operaJ*  with 
Bragg's  movement  into  Kentucky,  in  seizing,  as  they  intended,  the  line  of  the 
Ohio  road.  I  accordingly  ordered  the  troops  from  Jacinto  to  the  vicinity  of 
■Corinth,  and  they  had  hut  just  arrived  when  these  mmors  ripened  into  certainty 
iby  positive  information  that  the  enemy  had  reached  Ripley,  half  way  tietween  the 
■'Mobile  and  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi  Central  roads,  where  they  were  encamped, 
forty  thousand  sti'ong.  This  infoimation  was  communicated  to  Genej-al  Grant, 
On  the  1st  of  October  the  head  of  the  enemy's  column  made  its  ■appearance 
at  Pocahontas,  twenty  miles  west  of  Corinth,  oa  the  Memphis  and  Charleston 
road,  where  they  seized  Davis's  bridge,  across  the  Hatcbie.  From  this  point 
they  could  move  to  Bolivar,  and  thence  to  Jackson,  seventy  miles  north  of 
Corinth,  or  could  strike  the  radroad  from  Ooriuth  to  Jackson,  at  Purdy  or  Bethel, 
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about  tliirty  miles  north  of  Corinth.  As  Jackson  was  the  headijuartera  of  the 
department  and  the  depot  for  our  ordnance  stoi-es,  and  the  garrisons  of  Jackson 
and  Bolivar  were  neither  of  them  equal  to  that  at  Oorintfi,  which  I  knew  had 
a  reputation  with  the  enemy  of  being  fortified,  I  thought  it  was  their  interest 
to  move  at  once  on  Bolivar  and  Jackson,  and  expected  only  a  demoastration  on 
Corinth,  which  I  prepared  to  meet,  punish,  and  pui-sue.  This  same  preparation 
would  equaily  seciu-e.us  if  their  main  attaclt  should  be  Corinth.  Instead  of  a 
demonstration  on  us,  it  proved  a  real  attack.  On  the  night  of  the  2d  the  head 
of  tbe  eoemy's  colanm  drove  our  advance  from  Chewalia,  ten  miles  distant,  and 
followed  it.  In  the  morning,  at  1  o'clock,  ordera  were  despatched  to  ouv  troops 
tomoveat  3  a.  m.to  their  positions,  as  indicated  in  the  orders,  on  thesoutli  and  west 
of  Corinth,  which  they  reached  shortly  after  daylight.  The  enemy  on  the  Ohe-  . 
walla  road  early  began  to  pursue  oar  troops,  who  were  ordered  to  fall  back 
slowly  and  steadily.  All  the  division  commanders  were  informed  that  it  was 
desirable  they  should  hold  against  the  enemy's  pressure  until  he  had  fully  de- 
veloped himself,  in  a  favorable  position  for  an  offensive  movement  on  our  part. 
The  enemy  pushed  steadily  in,  and  by  1 1  o'clock  it  became  apparent  that,  instead 
of  afeintjtheenemy  waainfullforce.  AboutSo'clockin  the  afternoon  he  had  been 
pressed  mainly  into  the  wooded  angle  between  Memphis  and  Charleston  and  the 
Corinth  and  Jackson  railroads,  and  had  advanced  wiihin  range  of  the  defensive  line 
under  construction.  The  opportune  moment  appeared  now  at  hand,  and  I  di- 
rected General  Hamilton,  whose  division  was  on  our  right,  beyond  the  range  of 
the  enemy's  operations,  to  face  to  the  westward,  and  move  on  to  the  enemy's  flank 
and  rear.  Colonel  Ducat,  who  carried  the  order  and  a  sketch  showing  the  mode 
of  themovement,  returned  from  Hamilton's  beadquarters,a  mile  andahalf  distant, 
stating  that  the  general  could  not  undei'stand  without  further  explanation.  This 
led  to  such  a  delay  that  it  was  So'ciockbefore  hie  division  was  fairly  in  movement 
on  theenemy.  IJut  no  sooner  had  the  movement  begun  to  develop  itself  than  its 
effect  became  most  obvious  on  the  front  of  General  Davies'a  division,  which  had 
been  heavily  pressed,  and  on  which  the  eaemy  immediately  relaxed  his  efforts, 
and  appeared  to  be  greatly  disturbed,  attempting  to  make  daapositiona  to  meet  our 
troops,  the  left  brigade  of  which,  under  Sullivan,  about  dusk  became  sharply 
engaged  with  them.  It  was  now  too  late  to  carry  out  the  operations.  The 
day's  fighting  bad  developed  the  fact  that  we  were  vastly  outnumbered,  I 
determined  on  a  i-eadjustment  of  our  lines  for  a  final  battle,  making  use  of 
what  was  avmlable  in  the  new  line  of  defence  and  dispositions  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  turning  our  right.  This  was  accomplished  by  3  a.  m.  of  the  4th, 
Between  3^  and  4  o'clock  the  enemy  opened  his  batteries  furioMly  from  a  point 
in  front  of  battery  Eobinett,  but  in  the  course  of  an  hour  he  was  silenced  and 
driven  from  his  position.  Our  troops,  thus  aroused  from  their  brief  rest,  which 
could ,  scarcely  be  called  slumber,  nerved  themselves  for  the  coming  fight,  the 
brunt  of  which  canie  on  about  10  o'clock,  when  the  enemy  charging  our  right 
centre,  Davies's  division  gave  way,  but  speedily  rallied,  and  with  the  aid  of 
Hamilton's  division  and  a  cross-fire  from  battery  Robinett,  poured  in  a  fire  so 
destructive  that  the  enemy  were  thrown  into  confusion  and  finally  driven  from 
this  part  of  the  field ;  at  the  same  time  he  also  charged  hattery  Eobiaett,  but  was 
thoroughly  repulsed,  after  two  or  three  efforts,  and  retired  to  the  woods.  With 
ouv  inferior  numbers  of  exhausted  troops  we  stood  on  the  defensive,  sending 
skirmishers  to  the  front  and  expecting  another  charge  from  the  enemy,  till  about 
3  o'clock  p.  m.,  wheu,  finding  that  their  skirmishers  yielded  to  ours,  we  began 
to  push  them,  and  by  4  o'clock  became  satisfied  that  they  intended  to  retire  from 
our  immediate  front;  but  so  superior  was  their  strength  that  I  could  not  be- 
lieve they  would  altogether  abandon  the  operation.  By  6  p,  m.  our  skirmishers 
had  pushed  theirs  back  five  miles,  but  our  troops,  having  now  been  marching 
and  fighting  for  nearly  two  days  and  nights,  and  the  weather  being  excessively 
hot,  were  nearly  exhausted.     I  rode  over  the  field  and  explaif|^^t9,,t^efO(9Q|t; 
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person,  that  the  enemy  Iiad  receiTed  a  bloody  repulse ;  ttat,  except  those  on  the 
skirmish  line,  all  should  at  once  lie  down  to  rest,  while  rations  for  five  days 
were  being  isened  to  them,  and  at  the  eailiest  hour  of  morning  we  would  start 
in  pursuit.  Just  before  sunset  McPherson  arrived  with  five  fresh  regiments, 
sent  down  by  General  Crrant  to  re-enforce  us.  The  following  ordei-a  were  given 
for  the  parsuit: 

"Headquarters  Army  of  the  Mississipri, 
"  3d  Division,  District  of  West  Tennessee,  Corinth,  October  4,  1S63. 
"  Gbnehal  ;  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  furnish  your  command 
with  three  days'  rations  and  one  hundred  rounds  of  ammunition.     Let  your 
animals  he  well  watered  and  supplied  with  forage  or  tui'ncd  out  to  graze. 
"  Be  prepared  to  move  at  daylight. 

"  H.  G.  KENNETT, 
"  Lieutenant  Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
"Brigadier  General  McPnERSON." 

Brigadier  Generals  McKean,  Davies,  Hamilton,  and  Stanley  furnished  with 
copies  of  above. 

Under  this  order  McPherson  moved  the  next  morning  and  pushed  the  enemy, 
with  whose  rear  guard  he  soon  came  up  and  began  fighting,  hut  the  roughness 
of  the  country  and  narrowness  of  the  roads  made  progress  slow  ;  the  whole  com- 
mand, however,  pressed  up  closely  to  our  advance.  The  enemy  attempted  to 
delay  our  advance  by  flag  of  truce  borne  by  a  bnrial  party  of  several  hundred 
men.  McPherson  directed  tliis  party  to  stand  aside  and  wait  orders,  on  the 
ground  that,  as  fighting  w£is  going  on,  it  could  not  be  suspended  without  direct 
orders  from  me.  I  at  once  despatched  that  the  burial  pai'ty  should  remain  un- 
til further  orders,  and  to  inform  General  Van  Horn  that  his  wounded  would 
be  cared  for  and  his  dead  buried  as  humanity  and  the  rules  of  war  required. 
Night  found  McPherson  at  a  distance  of  fifteen  miles  from  Corinth,  where  he 
had  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy  about  sunset,  on  the  ascent  to  Davis's  hill.  At 
3  o'clock  on  the  nest  morning  I  visited  his  front,  directed  him  to  push  the  en- 
emy as  soon  as  it  was  light,  and  returned  to  visit  the  divisions  along  the  road, 
and.  to  give  direction  for  the  return  of  one  of  the  division  trains,  which,  by  mis- 
understanding, had  accompanied  it,  and  was  much  in  the  way.  About  7  o'clock 
a  staff  olficer  from  the  front  came  back  bearing  a  rebel  stand  of  colors,  and  in- 
formed me  that  the  enemy's  attempt  to  force  the  passage  of  the  Hatchie  at 
Davis's  bridge  had  been  completely  foiled  by  General  Ord.  Despatches  fiwm 
General  Grant  and  General  Ord  also  reached  me  to  the  same  effect.  These  facts 
communicated  to  our  troops  filled  them  with  enthusiasm,  and  they  pushed  on 
after  the  enemy,  who  had  crossed  the  Hatchie  twelve  miles  south  of  Davis's 
bridge,  at  Ci-um's  mill,  and  afterwards  fired  the  mill  and  bridge.  Our  advance, 
on  their  arrival,  began  bridging  the  place,  which,  by  the  nse  of  the  dam,  was 
soon  accomplished,  and  McPhereon  crossed ;  the  other  troops  followed  as  closely 
as  possible.  Ordering  30,000  rations  to  Chewalla,  and  eighty  wagon-loads  in 
the  db-ection  of  Bipley,  covered  by  Hamilton's  division,  which,  to  aave  time, 
was  ordered  to  move  south  on  the  Blackland  road  east  of  the  Hatchie,  till  he 
reached  the  Ripley  and  Bienzi  road,  I  despatched  General  Grant  the  condition 
of  affairs,  and  sent,  also,  a  despatch  to  General  Hurtbut,  at  Davis's  bridge,  in- 
forming him  of  the  enemy's  condition,  and  requesting  him  to  inform  General 
Sherman  what  had  happened.  That  night  we  pushed  our  infantry  withm  three 
miles  of  Bipley.  The  enemy  was  eshausted;  his  cavalry,  eighteen  regiments 
strong,  gave  way  everywhere  to  our  four  little  regimMtts.  ^Numbers  of  de- 
serters and  stragglers  were  scattered  through  the  woods  in  all  directions,  and 
were  constantly  being  picked  up  by  our  men.  Our  cavalry  went  into  Ripley, 
while  the  enemy's  infantry  laid  down  within  cannon-shot  of  ,it  on  tl^  south, 
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witboTit  molesting  it,  These  facts,  and  many  others,  slowing'  that  the  enemy 
considered  himself  thoroughly  ^vhipped,  satisfied  mo  he  was  in  our  power  unleaa 
he  received  large  re -enforcements,  which  could  only  come  froai  Bragg,  or  the 
Atlantic  seaboard.  Mississippi  was  in  our  hands.  The  enemy  had  concentrated 
all  his  available  force  for  an  offensive  movement,  liad  been  thoroughly  beaten  at 
Corinth,  and  had  then  retreated,  blowing  up  bis  amnmnition  wagons  and  caissons, 
their  men  throwing  away  their  camp  and  garrison  equipage  in  the  flight.  The 
weather  was  cool ;  the  roads  were  dry,  and  likely  to  be  so  for  a  month  to  come. 
Corn  was  ripe,  and,  as  yet,  untouched.  "We  had  three  millions  of  rations  in 
Corinth,  and  ammunition  for  six  months.  There  was  bat  one  bridge  injured  on 
the  Mobile  and  Ohio  road,  and  it  could  be  put  in  running  order  by  a  regiment 
inhalf  a  day.  The  enemy  were  so  alarmed,  when  Hamilton  sent  a  reconnoissance 
to  Blackland,  they  vacated  Tupalo.  burning  even  the  bacon  which  they  could 
not  take  away  on  the  first  train.  I  had  eighty  wagon-loads  of  assorted  rations 
which  had  reached  me  that  night  at  fiipley,  and  had  ordered  the  thirty  thousand 
from  Chewalla  to  Hnrlbut. 

Impressed  with  these  views,  on  receipt  of  Gfeneral  Grant's  despatch  of  8.30 
p,  m,,  October  7,  at  Jonesboro,  declining  to  let  Hurlbut  move  with  me  in  the 
pursuit  because  we  were  not  strong  enough,  I  despatched  liim  as  follows  ; 

"Hkadquabtebs,  Jonbsboro,  Miss., 

"  October  7,  1862— midnight. 
"Major  General  Grant, 

■'Jacksm,  Tennessee: 

"  Tours,  8.30  p.  m.,  received.  Our  troops  occupy  Itipley.  I  most  deeply 
dissent  from  your  views  as  to  the  policy  of  pursuit.  We  have  defeated,  routed, 
and  demoraliaed  the  anny  which  held  the  lower  Mississippi  valley.  We  have 
the  two  railroads  leading  south  to  the  Gulf,  tbrongh  the  most  populous  parts  of 
this  State,  into  which  we  can  now  pursue  them  by  the  Mississippi  Central,  or 
Mobile  and  Ohio  road,  llie  efi'ectof  retuimngto  our  old  position  11  be  to 
them  up  the  only  com  they  have  in  the  country  west  of  Alabam  n  1  dm 
Tuscumbia  valley,  and  to  peimit  them  to  recruit  their  forces,  ad  a  nd 

occupy  their  old  ground,  icdacing  «s  to  the  occupation  of  a  defen         p 
barren  and  worthless,  on  a  long  front,  of  which  they  can  harass  n  1  bad 

weatber  pi'eclades  any  effectual  advancL  except  along  the  railroad    wh  me 

fortifications,  and  rolling  stock  will  leadei  them  superior  to  ua. 

"  Our  force,  including  what  can  be  spared  with  Hurlbut,  will  garrison  Corinth 
and  Jackson,  and  enable  us  to  pnsh  them.  Our  advance  will  cover  even  Holly 
Springs,  which  will  be  ouxs  when  we  want  it.  All  that  is  needful  is,  to  combine, 
push,  and  whip  them.  We  have  whipped  and  should  now  push  to  the  wall  all  the 
forces  in  Mississippi,  and  capture  the  rolling  stock  of  the  railroads  west  of  the 
Alabama  and  Mobile.  Bragg's  army  alone  could  repair  the  damage  we  have  it 
in  our  power  to  do  them.  But  I  beseech  yon  to  bend  everything  to  push  them 
while  they  are  broken,  weary,  hungry,  and  ill  supplied.  Draw  everything  from 
Memphis  to  help  move  on  Holly  Spnngs.  Let  us  concentrate  and  appeal  to  the 
governors  of  the  States  to  rush  down  some  twenty  or  thirty  new  regiments  to 
hold  in  our  rear,  and  we  cau  make  a  triumph  of  our  start. 
"  Kespectfully  and  truly, 

"  W.  A.  EOSECRANS, 

"Major  General." 

In  reply  to  this  I  received  an  order  from  the  general  commanding,  directing 
me  to  desist  from  pursuit,  and  return,  with  my  command,  cautiously,  but 
promptly,  to  Corinth,  which  I  promptly  acknowledged  and  obeyed,  though  I 
stated  that  I  most  deeply  dissented  from  the  policy,  for  reasons  given  in  my 
despatcji  from  Jonesboro.     And,  to  carry  out  his  orders  to  the  letter  my  n 
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ments  were  conducted  with,  sucli  care  and  secvecy  that  tte  enemy  did  not  know 
for  a  week  what  we  had  been  doing,  or  that  we  had  retreated  to  Corinth. 

ThuB  terminated  the  enemy's  campaign  against  «a  between  the  Tennessee  and 
MiSBissippi.  In  it  we  fought  very  superior  numhers,  aa  will  appear  from  my 
ofBcial  report,  wherein  the  provosi  marahal's  list  shows  we  had  taken  prisoners 
from  fifty-three  regiments  of  iufanby,  eighteen  regiments  of  cavalry,  and  sisteen 
batteries  of  artillery.  Our  own  force  in  the  figiit  was  about  15,700  infantry 
and  artillery,  and  about  S,5fl0  effective  cavalry. 

My  official  report  of  the  battle  of  Corinth,  which  I  hereby  mali,e  a  part  of 
my  testimony,  gives  the  det^ls  of  the  engagement. 

Mine  days  after  I  returned  from  the  parsuit  of  Price  I  was  relieved  froru  the 
command  of  the  army  of  the  Mississippi,  and  directed  to  report  at  Cincinnati 
for  orders,  where  I  found  a  despatch  from  the  general- in -chief  directing  me  to 
proceed  to  the  headquarters  of  Major  General  Buell,  and,  showing  that  order  to 
him,  take  command  of  bis  army.  '  Without  inquiring  the  reasons  for  this  uncaual 
mode  of  relieving  an  officer  from  so  important  a  command,  I  proceeded  to  exe- 
cute the  order,  and  on  the  97th  of  October,  1862,  assumed  command  of  the 
army  of  the  Ohio,  and  of  the  department  of  the  Cumberland,  which  was  to  be 
all  of  Tennessee  east  of  the  Tennessee  river. 

I  proceeded  to  Bowling  Green,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  all  the  aimy  had 
been  ordered  to  coacenti'ate,  except  tliree  divisions  which  had  pursued  Bragg 
into  the  Cumberland  mountains,  and  which,  under  Crittenden,  halted  at  Glas- 
gow. Inalituting  an  inspection,  and  finding  that  the  troops  required  shoes  and 
clothing,  orders  were  promptly  given  to  supply  them,  and  further  movement 
delayed  until  that  was  accomplished.  It  was  now  about  the  1st  of  November. 
Many  of  the  troops,  raw  regiments  suddenly  thrown  into  the  field,  had  suffered 
much  in  health  and  sti'eugth  from  losses  incident  to  overwork  and  unaccustomed 
exposure.  The  cavaliy  were  badly  armed,  imperfectly  equipped,  and,  as  a  body, 
without  experience  or  esprit  de  eorps,  having  hitherto,  tor  want  of  confidence 
in  them,  been  employed  chiefly  in  picket,  vidette,  and  escort  duty,  and  regarded 
aa  too  weak  to  play  any  important  part  in  an  offensive  campaign.  The  military 
situation  was  as  follows :  Bragg,  after  the  battle  of  Peixyville,  reti'eated  to 
Knoxville,  his  army  suffering  indeed  from  the  hardships  of  the  march  and  the 
weather  and  from  the  demoralization  incident  to  the  failure  to  realiKC  their  hopes 
of  remaining  in  Kentucky,  hut  still  formidable. 

Our  garrison  at  Nashville,  heleagneied  by  Forreat's  cavalry,  overwhelmingly 
superior  ia  numbers  to  ours,  and  supported  by  Breckinridge's  command  of  in- 
fantiy  with  six  batteries  of  artiUery,  were  reduced  to  stinted  rations,  and  had 
stripped  the  country  within  their  control  of  its  forage.  The  raili'oad  between 
Bowling  Green  and  Nashville  was  badly  broken.  Both  the  tunnels,  the  roofe  of 
which  had  been  supported  by  piles  of  cord-wood  lying  on  the  tops  of  trestles,  by 
the  burning  of  thia  wood,  had  been  badly  damaged  and  caved  in  nearly  through- 
out the  entire  length.  The  entire  transportation  belonging  to  the  army,  on  inspec- 
tion, was  found  to  be  about  sufficient,  with  good  roads,  to  supply  subsistence  for 
a  distance,  at  the  utmost,  of  forty  or  fifty  miles  from  its  depots.  What  was  to 
be  done?  General  Halleck,  in  a  long  letter  of  inetmctions,  directed  me  to 
march  to  East  Teuneaaee,  a  distance  of  over  two  hundred  and  forty  miles,  over 
mountains,  traversed  by  but  few  i-oads.  far  separated  from  each  other,  and  often 
rough,  narrow,  and  difficult,  neai-  the  beginning  of  the  inclement  season  of  the 
year,  the  couutty  being  substantially  bare  of  forage  and  subsistence  along  the  road 
and  East  Tennessee  itself  having  been  stripped  by  the  rebel  army  of  most  of  its 
forage  and  subsistence,  either  for  transport  by  raU  to  Virginia,  or  in  supplying 
Bragg's  and  Buckner's  troops  with  a  cavalry  force.  Moreover,  could  we  have 
tranaporfed  oar  army  immediately  into  East  Tennessee,  and  Lad  our  trains  and 
the  roads  been  sufficient  to  transport  its  supplies,  our  cavalry  was  too  weak  ia 
ntimbeiB  to  protect  these  trains  and  keep  open  our  coraiaunicationa.     These, 
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moreover,  would  have  left  open,  the  route  Trith  a  good  railroaci  from  Chattanooga 
to  Nashville,  and  thence  on  into  Kentucky.  Under  these  cireumatances  I 
deemed  the  project  of  marching  into  East  Tennessee  impracticable,  and  accord- 
ingly determined  to  move  at  once  to  Nashville,  relieve  onr  garrison  there,  repair 
the  railroad,  and  estahliah  and  replenish  a  good  depot  of  supplies  at  that  point, 
whence,  moreover,  tlie  route  for  an  advance  to  East  Tenneasee  would  be  hetter 
than  from  Bowling  &re«n.  Accordingly,  McOook,  with  three  diviaions,  reached 
Nashville  on  the  7th  of  November  ;  Thomaa  followed,  taking  poasessioii  of  the 
line  of  railroad  from  Bowling  Green  to  Gallatin,  and  charged  to  have  it  put 
promptly  in  repair,  while  Crittenden,  with  three  divisions,  moved  from  Glasgow, 
by  ScottsvOle,  across  the  Cumberland,  to  Lebanon,  Tennessee.  I  immediately 
put  to  work  all  the  means  of  transportation  at  our  disposal  to  haul  supplies 
from  Mitcbellsville  to  Nashville  while  the  road  was  being  repaired,  and  by  the 
96th  of  November  had  succeeded  in  getting  five  day's  supplies  in  advance  for 
our  command,  and  bringing  dawn  ammunition  enough,  to  put  all  onr  troops,  in- 
cluding the  Nashville  garrison,  in  fighting  condition.  I  aaaemblcd  the  cavalry 
within  the  infantiy  lines  in  a  mass,  appomted  Major  General  Stanley  its  com- 
mander, and,  having  inspected,  informed  them  it  was  my  intention  to  procure 
tSiem  first-claaa  arms,  and  then  to  expect  from  them  fighting  worthy  of  our  arms 
and  country ;  and  to  infuse  into  them  the  cavalry  spirit,  I  arranged  to  give 
them  an  opportunity  for  combat  where  evident  superiority  would  insure  their 
success,  and  had  the  pleasure  soon  to  witness  the  happiest  resulta.  I  commu- 
nicated to  the  generaf-io-chief  the  facts  just  stated  ;  bat  before  we  could  get  the 
railroad  repaired,  the  first  train  over  which  came  through  on  the  27th  of  No- 
vember, I  received  an  urgent  letter  pressing  me  to  move  forwai'd.  In  reply,  I 
explained  that  it  must  he  evident  to  him  an  advance  at  that  time  offered  us  no 
advantages,  because,  with  our  present  means  of  transportation,  we  could  do 
very  little  more  than  to  aubuist  our  troops  at  Nashville,  distant  one  hundred  and 
eighty-three  miles  from  our  base  at  Louiaville ;  that  to  advance  would  be  to  ex- 
pose Nashville  and  what  little  we  had  there,  as  well  as  our  line  of  eommnnica- 
tion,  to  interruption  from  the  enemy's  superior  cavalry,  and  thus  put  -us  on 
limited  supplies;  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  towards  Nashville — Bragg 
with  all  his  army  and  reported  re- enforcements  from  Longstreet — and  that  eveiy 
mile  these  rebels  travelled  towards  us,  before  reaching  the  point  of  conflict,  was 
to  U3  an  advantage  and  to  thera  a  disadvantage;  and  since  our  true  objective, 
the  enemy's  army,  was  approaching  us,  therefore,  while  we  were  obliged  to  wait 
the  completion  of  the  railroad,  we  need  not  regret  it,  since  it  was  increasing  our 
chances  of  suceesa.  From  the  27th  of  November  to  the  25th  of  December  the 
Louiaville  and  Nashville  road  pushed  down  all  the  supplies  which  it  could  carry  in 
the  then  condition  of  its  eq^nipment  and  want  of  water-tanka.  The  general  re- 
plied that  there  were  urgent  political  reasons  for  my  advance,  and  that  he  had 
been  requested  by  the  President  to  designate  my  successor.  To  tliis  I  replied, 
substantially  restating  the  necessities  of  our  situation,  and  reitei'ating  my  opin- 
ion that  the  ccuntiy  was  gaining  by  the  course  I  was  pursuing ;  that  my  ap- 
pointment to  that  command  having  been  made  without  any  solicitation  from  me 
or  my  fiiends,  if  the  President  continued  to  have  confidence  in  the  propriety  of 
the  selection  he  must  permit  me  to  use  my  judgment,  and  be  responsible  for 
the  results  ;  but  if  he  entei'tained  doubts,  he  ought  at  once  to  appoint  a  commander 
in  whom  he  could  confide,  for  the  good  of  the  service  and  of  the  country,  with- 
out delay.  This  seemed  satiafactory,  for  I  received  no  further  communication 
on  the  subject. 

As  soon  as  we  Lad  twenty  days'  rations  in  advance  in  Nashville,  I  prepared 
to  move  on  the  enemy,  who,  through  representations  which  I  had  caused  to  be 
made,  had  been  induced  to  believe  we  dare  not  advaace  from  N^hville,  and 
had  gone  into  a  slightly  intrenched  camp  at  Murfreesboro  with  his  main  force, 
while  Hardee's  coipa  took  post  at  Triune,  17  miles  west  of  Murfreesboro,  from 
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whence,  by  tte  aid  of  hi?  caTalry,  he  could  control  all  tlie  roads  leading  south 
from  Nai-hville  a.nd  keep  aud  hold  all  the  foraging  country  outside  of  otir 
infantry  lines  fiLm  w*  unless  we  gathered  it  by  a  formidable  foraging  party, 
seldom,  it  ever  le'-s  thin  a  brigade. 

I  had  anotlier  object  m  persuading  the  enemy  I  did  not  intend  to  advance 
until  spring  ■which  tv  is  to  induce  him  to  send  off  a  portion  of  his  cavaliy.  In 
this  I  was  Buccesafiil  Morgan  was  sent  to  Kentucky  to  operate  on  my  com- 
munications, ajid  FoiTcet  went  to  West  Tennessee  to  operate  on  General  Grant's, 
who  was  on  the  mswch  by  land  to  Vickshurg. 

Taking  advantage  of  this  large  diminution  of  their  cavalry  force,  on  the  26th 
of  December  the  ai-my  began  to  move.  The  outline  plans  of  the  advance  and 
of  the  resulting  battle  of  Stone  river  are  briefly  these: 

Crittenden's  corps  to  advance  by  the  Murfreesboro  turnpike  to  Lavergne; 
McCook's,  on  the  Nolansville  turnpike,  to  Nolansville,  and  take  the  pass  there 
from  Hardee,  whose  corps  held  it;  Thomas  to  move  by  the  Franklin  turnpike, 
and  cross  to  NolansvUle,  threatening  Hardee's  flank,  which,  with  MeCook'e 
movement,  it  was  presumed  would  dislodge  and  cause  Hardee  to  join  the  main 
rebel  force,  which  we  espected  to  fight  us  either  at  Stewart's  creek  or  in  front 
of  Murfreesboro. 

To  provide  for  the  former  case,  Thomas  was  to  cross  from  Nolansville  to 
Stewart's  creek  and  meet  Crittenden  there;  McOook  was  to  move  towards 
Murfreesboro  by  the  Wilkinson  turnpike;  while  'ITionias  and  Orittendon  took 
the  main  turnpike  towards  Murfreesboro. 

Our  movements  were  successful  on  the  night  of  the  30th,  after  skirmishing 
with  the  enemy's  advance  for  sis  or  seven  miles  on  each  road  on  the  29th  and 
all  day  on  the  30tli.  At  the  close  of  that  day  we  were  all  in  position  on  the 
enemy's  front,  aud  had  determined  the  genei-al  distribution  of  bis  troops. 

The  plan  of  the  battle  was,  th»t  our  right  should  hold  its  position;  Thomas, 
the  centre,  with  a  division  in  reserve;  and  Crittenden,  with  two  divisions,  should 
cross  Stone  river,  heat  Breckinridge,  and  from  his  position  enfilade  or  take  in 
reverse  the  enemy's  centre  and  lei^,  on  which  Thomas  would  press  with  crush- 
ing weight,  and  thus  roll  up  his  forces  on  the  left,  which  would  leave  them  but 
little  chance  of  escaping  total  destruction.  For  details  I  refer  to  my  ofScial 
report,  which  I  hereby  make  a  part  of  this  testimony. 

The  official  report  states  why,  after  the  pursuit,  the  army  was  halted  at  Mur- 
freesboro instead  of  being  pushed  farther  into  the  interior  of  the  couutry. 
The  committee's  attention  may,  perhaps,  well  be  directed  to  the  following  facts 
bearing  on  the  question  of  an  advance  at  that  time  beyond  Murfreesboro  :  Be- 
fore the  railroad  could  be  opened  from  Nashville  our  troops  were  obliged  to  hve 
on  short  rations,  and  that  the  transportation,  in  the  desperate  condition  of  the 
roads,  was  not  sufficient  fully  to  supply  them.  That,  in  addition  to  the  enemy's 
superior  numbers  of  cavalry,  he  had  been  re-enforced,  by  General  Van  Dorn, 
with  six  or  seven  thousand  cavalry  from  Mississippi.  With  such  a  force  it 
would  have  been  impossible  for  us  to  have  maintained  our  communications  at 
any  distance  materially  greater  from  our  depots  than  Murfreesboro. 

It  will  also  appear  from  that  report,  and  from  the  testimony  of  others,  that 
such  is  the  nature  of  the  soil  from  Murfreesboro  south  to  the  Tennessee  river 
that  in  winter  grand  movements  are  next  to  impossible. 

Had  we  possessed  a  superior  cavalry,  with  which  to  have  beaten  the  enemy's, 
and  afterwards  to  have  threatened  his  communications  and  assured  the  citizens 
of  Tennessee  of  our  protection  to  our  friends  and  condign  punishment  to  our 
enemies,  we  could  undoubtedly  have  expelled  Bragg  from  Middle  Tennessee. 
Fully  conscious  of  this,  I  made  every  effort  to  have  the  cavalry  well  mounted 
and  well  armed,  aud  the  urgency  of  my  solicitation  was  so  groat  that  I  incurred 
the  displeasure  of  the  War  Department,  which  was  manifested,  as  will  appear. 
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iu  tie  copies  of  correspoadence  which  is  herewith  submitted  and  made  a  part  of 
my  testimony. 

Daring  the  winter,  with  our  utmost  endeavor,  it  became  utterly  impossible  to 
get  an  adequate  supply  of  long  forage,  the  consequence  being  that  our  team 
and  cavalry  horses  snffered  badly,  aud  neatly  one-half  of  our  cavalry-men  were 
dismounted.  When  spiing  arrived,  and  the  roads  had  become  settled,  a  move- 
ment, which  the  country  expected,  and  which  would  have  given  the  of&cers  and 
men  of  our  command,  including  myself,  pleasure  and  promised  renown,  was  pro- 
posed. I  felt  it  my  duty  to  sacrifice  all  personal  gratification,  and  even  to  fall 
in  the  estimation,  temporarily,  of  the  country  and  friends  who  had  high  hopes 
and  expectations  of  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  to  secure  General  Grant,  in 
his  operations  before  Vicksburg,  from  the  consequences  of  compelling  Bragg  to 
retire,  when  it  would  not  he  possible  for  us  so  to  pursue  as  to  prevent  him  from 
re-enforeing  Johnston,  whose  relative  numbers  to  our  troops  under  General 
Grant  was  deemed  more  formidable  than  I  subsequently  learned  it  to  have 
been.  The  confidence  of  the  country  in  the  army  of  the  Cumberland  seems  to 
have  reconciled  it  to  a  delay,  the  cause  for  which  the  mass  of  its  citizens  could 
not  understand. 

The  propriety  of  this  delay,  if  not  its  necessity,  will  appear  from  the  copies  of 
my  letters  to  the  War  Depaitment  and  general-in-chief,  herewith  submitted  and 
made  part  of  my  testimony. 

I  may  add  that  General  Burnside's  co-operation  promised  by  the  general-in- 
chief,  and  very  desirable,  failed  us.  The  magnitude  of  the  movement  across 
the  barren  mountains,  and  the  destitution  of  the  country  into  which  we  would 
debouch,  made  it  evident  that  we  could  not,  with  any  reasonable  hope  of  suc- 
cess, attempt  to  seize  Chattanooga  and  East  Tennessee  until  new  com  came  in 
to  furnish  forage  for  at  least  cavalry  and  artillery  horses,  and  until  the  railroad 
could  be  completed  to  the  Tennessee  river.  Such  being  the  case,  it  ia  evident 
that  since  we  could  not  successfully  pursue  the  enemy  into  Georgia,  were  we 
to  compel  him  to  retire  from  Middle  Tennessee,  it  was  our  interest,  and  offered 
us  the  greatest  chances  of  safety  against  any  use  the  enemy  might  in  that  case 
make  of  hie  troops  against  General  Grant,  to  keep  him  as  far  away  from  the 
general,  and  as  near  to  us,  as  possible ;  and,  besides,  it  would  increase  our  chances 
of  striking  him  a  damaging  blow  when  the  time  came.  The  motives  General 
Bragg  had  for  remaining  in  Middle  Tennessee,  in  our  immediate  front,  Shelby- 
ville  and  Tullahoma,  were  most  influential.  He  bad  many  Tennessee  troops 
who  did  not  desire  to  quit  the  State  i  he  was  in  a  better  countiy  for  forage  and 
subsistence  than  would  he  the  country  in  the  I'ear  of  his  position  at  Chattanoo- 
ga; he  had  the  prestige  of  commanding  a  great  advance,  and  the  natural  desire 
of  a  commander  to  retain  his  prestige  and  the  troops  who  gave  him  confidence 
and  the  rotftns  of  suceess;  he  was,  moreover,  flattering  himself  that  he  was  doing 
a  most  useful  work  in  preventing  re- enforcements  from  going  to  Grant  from  the 
army  of  the  Cumberland. 

News  of  the  favorable  progress  and  probable  speedy  termination  of  the  siege 
of  Vicksburg,  and  the  arrival  of  oar  cavalry  horses,  decided  the  time  for  our 
movement  on  Bragg's  army,  which  held  an  intrenched  camp  at  Shelbyville, 
with  another  fortified  position  at  Tullahoma,  eighteen  miles  fiirtlier  south,  on 
the  >.T<I  idle  and  Chattanooga  railroad  The  plan  was  to  seize  the  gap  cover 
ing  h  8  fioit  and  nght  flank  turn  ShelbyMlle  by  the  wiy  of  Manchestei  and 
moving  o  I  his  communications  in  real  of  Tullahoma  compel  him  to  come  out 
and  fight  on  our  own  giound  rr  retreat  hy  a  d  s^dvantag  on''  rnite 

The  movement  began  ibout  the  24tb  f  June  and  deipite  oi  e  of  th  mo'it 
remarkable  peiiods  of  lain  which  had  been  known  at  that  sei  on  f  i  mauj 
yeais  in  Tenne^ee — such  that  a  lorps  did  not  much  moie  thm  Ave  m  lea 
per  1  > — was  eminently  suecessfnl 

In  n    e  diys  wl  hoiethe  enemj  fi  mtwn  foit  fied  po'i  t    na  which  gaie 
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US  posseasion  of  Middle  Teimeasee— a  campaign  conducted  in  one  of  tte  moat 
extraordinary  rains  ever  known  in  Tennessee  at  that  period  of  the  year,  over  a 
soil  that  became  aimoai  a  quicksand.  Our  operations  were  retarded  thirty-six 
hours  at  Hoover's  gap,  and  sixty  hom-s  at  and  in  "  "       ■     '      ■  '  •  ■ 

alone  prevented  our  getting  posseasion  of  the  enemy 
ing  him  to  very  disastrous  battle. 

Our  losses  ■nrere  only  560  men  killed,  wounded,  a 

The  eaemy  retreated  across  mountains  and  across  the  Tennessee  i 
Bridgeport,  where  he  destroyed  the  railroad  bridge  and  his  pontoon  bridge  at 
the  mouth  of  Battle  creek.  For  the  details  of  this  campaign,  so  decisive  and 
important  in  its  results,  I  refer  to  my  official  report  on  file  at  the  War  Depart- 
ment, which  is  hereby  made  a  part  of  this  testimony.  It  will  show  that  to 
dislodge  the  enemy  from  Middle  Tennessee  cost  us  only  560  men  hors  de  com- 
bat. Every  effort  was  immediately  directed  to  tlie  repairing  of  the  railroad  feom 
Murfreesboro  to  the  Tennessee  river,  to  which  point  we  sent  a  small  advance 
of  infantry  and  cavahy.  By  the  25th  of  July  we  were  able  to  send  through  a 
supply  train,  and  General  Sheridan  was  then  directed  to  occupy  Stevenson  with 
two  brigadea,  and  sent  the  third  brigade  of  his  division  to  Bridgeport.  The 
nest  object  was  to  establish  a  depot  at  Stevenson  and  replenish  it  with  supplies, 
to  repair  the  Tracy  City  road,  a  branch  which  runs  up  to  the  Sewanee  coal  mine  in 
the  Cumberland  mountains,  so  as  to  put  supplies  at  that  point  in  case  the  army 
should  operate  by  the  Sequatchie  valley.  These  preparations  also  were  pushed 
with  the  utmost  vigor.  We  were  now  about  to  undertake  what  would  have 
been  a  great  operation  in  any  war — to  move  over' a  range  of  mountains,  to  cross 
a  great  river,  and  then  two  other  ranges  of  monatains,  before  reaching  the 
vital  point  of  the  enemy's  position  or  seriously  endangering  his  line  of  eommn- 
nication.  To  carry  both  provisions  and  forage  for  our  animals  in  such  an  expe- 
dition was  simply  impossible.  It  was  necessary  either  to  move  slowly  and 
complete  the  railroad  for  hauling  our  supplies,  or  to  wait  until  the  new  corn 
should  be  fit  to  use.  I  chose  the  latter,  as  it  gave  us  the  advantage  of  being 
able  to  operate  so  as  to  deceive  the  enemy,  and,  crossing  the  river,  seize  the 
mountain  passes  by  stratagem,  instead  of  giving  him  an  opportunity  to  oppose 
ua.  It  was  also  the  dictate  of  military  prudence  to  provide  an  adequate  force 
for  keeping  up  our  communications  as  the  distance  from  our  depots  lengthened, 
as  well  as  to  meet  the  concentration  which  it  was  the  enemy's  obvious  interest 
to  make  on  our  army  in  order  to  attack  it  at  the  remotest  distance  from  its  base, 
and  where  it  should  have  the  greatest  nnmher  of  obatacles  in  ease  of  disaster. 

But  about  this  time,  25th  of  July,  the  general-in-chief  began  to  manifest 
great^  impatience  at  the  delay  in  the  movement  on  Chattanooga,  notwith- 
standing he  was  informed  of  the  cause,  and  was,  moreover,  aware  that  General 
Bumside,  whose  co-operation  was  justly  expected,  was  not  ready  to  co-operate 
in  the  movement.  About  this  time  I  also  sent  General  Rousseau  to  Washington 
with  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  the  general-in-chief,  and  one  to  the 
President,  representing  the  importance  of  adequately  supporting  the  advance 
we  were  about  to  make,  and  of  preparing  the  means  for  malting  it  efficient  in 
damaging  the  enemy  after  we  should  reach  Chattanooga,  and  suggesting,  among 
other,  modes,  that  of  allowing  General  Rousseau  to  avail  of  the  offers  of  the 
governors  of  Pennsylvania,  Massachusetts,  and  some  others,  to  raise  for  him 
veteran  mounted  troops  to  serve  in  the  departinent  of  the  Cumberland  for  the 
purpose  of  relieving  the  treopa  otherwise  necessary  to  secure  the  railroad  bridges 
andjdepots  in  the  rear  as  we  advanced.  I  received  from  the  President,  in  reply, 
a'-letter  commending  the  wisdom  of  the  suggestions  in  my  letter;  but  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  not  only  gave  them  an  unfavorable  reception,  hut  went  so  far  as  to 
say  he  would  he  damned  if  he  would  give  me  another  man.  General  Rousseau 
said  he  was  satisfied  my  official  destractioa  was  but  a  question  of  time  and 
opportunity ;  the  will  to  accomplish  it  existed,  and  that  it  was  no  n^e  to  hope 
for  any  assistance  from  the  War  Depaitment.  tiosiec  by CjOOQIc 
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Under  these  circumstancea — having  discharged  my  dnty  by  stating  the  facta, 
■which  called  for  ample  provision  to  support  the  movement,  to  my  military 
superiors — I  silently  pushed,  as  I  had  previoitsiy  been  doing,  preparations  for 
the  advance  on  Chattanooga  with  the  army  of  the  Cumberland  alone,  stating 
to  the  generai-m-ehief  what  I  was  doing,  and  proposed  to  do,  and  that  if  this  was 
not  satisfactory  I  wished  to  be  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  army. 

Accordiagly,  on  the  completion  of  the  'fracy  City  road  the  army  of  the  Cum- 
berland began  ite  movement  for  the  possession  of  Chattanooga.  The  first  thing 
to  be  done  was  to  deceive  the  enemy  as  to  our  real  point  of  crossing,  -wbich  had 
to  be  selected  in  pvoximity  with  our  depot  of  ammunition  and  supplies  at  Ste- 
venson. Accordingly,  by  secret  information,  and  by  the  open  movement  of 
Crittenden's  corps,  and  by  the  demonstratioBS  made  by  detachments  from  it, 
and  from  our  cavalry,  the  whole  extending  from  Blythe's  ferry  down  to  Deeatur, 
Alabama,  150  miles  of  front,  as  well  as  by  the  concealment  of  the  movement 
of  the  main  force  to  the  vicinity  of  Stevenson  and  Battle  creek,  the  enemy  was 
persuaded  we  intended  to  cross  above  Chattanooga,  and  made  his  dispositions 
accordingly. 

For  the  details  of  the  campaign  by  which  we  succeeded  in  crossing  the  Cam- 
beriand  mountains,  the  Tennessee  river,  Sand  mountains,  and  Lookout  range, 
iu  the  face  of  an  army  whose  business  it  was  to  oppose  ua,  and,  finally,  in  getting 
possession  of  Chattanooga,  the  great  objective  point,  notwithstanding  the  enemy 
bad  been  re-enforced  by  a  number  of  troops  equal  to  that  of  our  entire  army,  I 
refer  the  committee  to  my  official  report  of  the  battle  of  Ohickamauga,  which 
I  hereby  make  a  part  of  my  testimony. 

The  points  to  which  I  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  committee,  in  refer- 
ence to  this  campaign,  are — 

First,  That  I  was  fully  aware  of  the  magnitude  and  difficulties  of  the  raove- 
jnent ;  that  I  made  known,  so  far  as  I  thought  duty  required  and  circumstancwi 
permitted,  these  views  to  General  Halleek,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  even  to 
t!ie  President;  tbat  subsequent  events — that  is  to  say,  the  time  necessarily  con- 
sumed iu  the  campaign — ftilly  showed  that  it  could  not  have  been  undertaken 
with  reasonable  hopes  of  success  earlier,  on  account  of  the  necessity  of  having 
forage  for  our  animals,  and  the  impossibility  of  transporting  that  forage  and  the 
more  necessary  ammunition  and  subsistence,  which  we  were  compelled  to  carry 
over  these  mountains,  and  that  the  necessity  of  supporting  the  movement  by 
additional  forces,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  general-in-ehief  and  the  War 
Depaitment  had  been  directly  and  indirectly  invited,  was  amply  demonstrated 
by  the  fact  tliat  the  enemy  did  concentrate  upon  and  attempt  to  crush  the  army 
of  the  Cumberland,  and  that  this  attempt  was  anticipated  by  me,  and  ought  to 
have  been  expected  by  the  general-in-chicf  and  the  War  Department. 

I  would  also  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  fact  that  Gfeneral 
Buinside's  co-operation  was  left  on  the  footing  of  an  independent  movement,  and 
that  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  nnity  between  these  movements  the  army 
of  the  Oumberiand  and  the  interests  of  the  nation  were  greatly  and  needlessly 
imperilled  at  Chattanooga,  I  desire  also  to  direct  attention  to  the  contrast  in 
the  manner  in  which  our  movement  on  Vicksburg  and  Missionary  ridge  were  sup- 
ported to  show  tJiat  the  autborities  at  Washington  by  their  action  in  these  cases 
recognized  the  principle  which  was  violated  in  the  case  of  this  movement,  and  thus 
bear  testimony  to  the  greatness  of  the  mistake  they  made  in  not  suitably  sup- 
porting the  movement  of  the  army  of  the  Cumberland  in  this  great  campaign. 

In  his  annual  report  for  1863,  the  general-in- chief  says  : 

"It  seemed  uselBBB  to  send  Buy  more  traops  into  East  TenueSBOe  and  Georgia,  onaccoimt  of 
the  impossibility  of  supplying  them  in  a  country  which  the  enemy  had  nearly  eihaustecl. 
Geceral  Bumside's  army  waa  on  short  rations,  and  that  of  the  Cmnberland  inadequately 
supplied.  General  Eosecrans  had  complained  of  his  inadequate  cavalry  foroe,  but  the  stables 
of  his  depots  were  overcrowded  with  animals,  and  the  horses  of  bis  artillBiy,  cavalry,  and 
trains  were  dying  in  Ini^e  numbers  for  want  of  forage."  ^ 
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This  statement  is  wholly  untrue  of  any  period  after  tie  lat  of  May,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  hare  been  atated  in  tbe  way  it  was.  I  waa  perfectly  ablo 
to  feed  all  the  eavttlry  horses  needed  ia  my  movement  oa  Chattanooga.  It 
conveys  a  very  erroneous  idea  of  the  facts  when  applied  to  the  previous  period 
from  my  arrival  at  Nashville  until  the  campaign  of  Tullahoma  ;  for  the  general- 
in-chief  well  knows,  and  the  official  correspondence  submitted  showe,  that  the 
only  reason  we  could  not  command  adequate  supplies  of  long  forage  for  our 
animals  during  that  period  was  because  our  cavalry  force  was  too  weak  to  go  and, 
get  it.  Had  we  poaeessed  a  sufficient  cavalry  toree,  we  should  have  had  all 
the  forage  of  every  description  we  wanted.  Not  only  so,  but  ja'j  con'espond- 
ence  with  the  general  shows  the  control  of  Middle  Ternessee,  and  all  its  re- 
sources, would  have  been  ours,  with  adequate  cavalry  fore*  to  have  driven  the 
rebel  cavalry  fi-om  it  or  put  them  behind  their  infantry  lines. 

I  will  also  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  spirit  of  the  report  of 
the  general-in-chief,  wherein  he  implies  that  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  was  a 
consequence  of  a  wild  scheme  of  advance  into  Georgia  undertaken  by  me  with- 
out just  waiTant  of  pnidence  or  authority. 

The  general  ia  very  much  mistaken  in  this  matter.  I  well  remember  my 
sm-prise  on  receiving  the  following  from  General  Halleek,  directing  me  to  oc- 
cupy Dalton,  and  the  passes  to  the  west  of  it,  at  the  moment  when  every  nerve 
was  tense  with  energy  and  ansieW  to  get  my  troops  out  of  those  passes  and 
concentrated  oa  the  Lafayette  aad  Chattanooga  road,  twenty  miles  north  of 
Dalton,  in  time  to  cover  Chattanooga  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  falling  on 
and  heating  us  in  detail : 

Headquarters  op  tbk  Armv, 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  11,  1863, 
Major  General  EosecranS,  Chattajiaoga : 

General  Bnmside  telegraphs  from  Cumberland  gap  that  he  holds  allEa«t  Tenneaaee  above 
Loudon,  and  also  the  gaps  of  tbe  North  Carolina  mountidns.  A  cavaliy  forue  is  moving 
towards  Athens  to  connnct  with  you. 

After  holding  the  mountain,  passes  on  the  west,  and  Dalton,  or  some  otber  point  on  the 
railroad,  to  prevent  the  return  of  Bragg'a  army,  it  will  be  decided  whether  joui  arroj  shall 
move  further  south  into  Georgia,  and  Alabama, 

It  is  reported  here  by  deserters  that  a  part  of  Bragg's  army  ia  re-enforcing  ]jee.  It  is  im- 
portant that  the  triith  of  this  should  bo  aaiairtamed  as  early  as  possible. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Ceaerai-iTi-Chitf. 

To  meet  controversy  directly  on  this  point,  I  will  state  that  no  "vrild"  or 
other  scheme  of  advance  into  Georgia  was  ever  entertained  by  me,  nor  any- 
thing beyond  the  capture  and  firm  possession  of  Chattanooga  contemplated, 
save  a  shai'p  puratiit  moving  lightly  to  injure  the  enemy  should  we  find 
liim.  hastily  retreatiTig  in  a  condition  to  be  injured  north  of  Oostenaula.  To 
show  what  an  estimate  was  put  upon  the  securing  of  Chattanooga  as  a  base  for 
future  operations,  getting  an  opening  into  Geoi^a,  and  shutting  out  tbe  enemy 
firom  the  coal  region  and  from  East  Tennessee,  the  committee  will  find  that,  be- 
fore crossing  the  Teuil^aee  on  this  march,  I  contracted  with  very  responsible 
Sarties,  one,  to  complete  the  rjulroad  bridge  across  the  Tennessee  before  the  Jst 
ay  of  October ;  the  other,  to  complete  the  Rnmning-  Water  bridge  by  the  1st 
day  of  November,  and  that  the  battle  was  fonght  on  the  18th,  19th,  and  20th 
of  September.  Speaking  from  memory  as  to  the  dates  of  these  contracts,  but 
the  contracts  are  on  file  aad  wOl  show  the  dates. 

The  committee  will  observe  from  my  official  report  that  we  began  to  cross 
the  Tennessee  on  the  28th  of  August,  and  that,  therefore,  we  were  twenty -two 
days  out  from  our  depots  ;  our  army  having  to  carry  in  that  campaign  ammu- 
nitiou  f<jr  two  great  battles  and  twenty-five  days'  subsistence,  which  was  done 
and  pronounced  by  General  Meigs  to  be  not  only  tfie  gi-eateet  operation  in  this 
war,  but  a  great  thing  in  any  war. 
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My  official  report  will,  I  tliink,  aufficientlv  show,  that  it  wonld  have 
been  impoBsible  for  my  command  to  have  got  possession  of  Chattanooga  by 
direct  force.  There  ia  a  bare  possibility  that  by  croseing  the  Tennessee  above 
Chattanooga  at  some  suitable  point  where  the  enemy  coald  not  directly  op- 
pose US,  and  being  re-enforced  by  Bumaide's  command,  we  might  have  cap- 
tared  the  place  by  a  battle ;  but  when  it  is  remembered  that  oa  much  more 
favorable  ground,  with  greater  relative  anpeiiority  of  force,  our  ai-my  was  forty 
two  days  in  fi-ont  of  Vicksburg,  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  the  army  of  the 
Cumberland  could  have  wrested  Chattanooga  from  Bragg'a  force  alone  by  any 
other  than  the  means  adopted,  namely,  the  powerful  demonstration  on  his  lines 
of  communication  made  at  a  time  when  yet  he  had  not  been  joined  by  John- 
ston's and  Longstreet'a  commands,  which  added  between  40,000  and  50,000  to 
his  strength.  At  all  events,  it  was  my  best  judgment  at  the  time  that  in  that 
way  only  could  we  succeed  in  dislodging  Bragg  from  Chattanooga  and  obtain- 
ing possession  of  it;  and  General  Garfield,  S  not  other  members  of  my  staff, 
will  remember  and  bear  witness  that  two  of  my  moat  anxious  and  sleepless 
nights  were  spent,  one  in  Lookout  valley,  the  other  in  Chattanooga,  watching 
Bragg.aad  hoping  that  his  movements  woul^ermit  the  concentrationof  our  army 
east  of  Lookout,  between  him  and  Chattanooga.  Fortunately  for  us,  his  re-en- 
forcements were  not  up,  and  our  possession  of  the  two  passes,  over  Lookout,  at 
Friek's  and  Cooper's  gaps,  and  the  position  of  McCook'a  corps,  and  the  cav- 
alry threatening  to  enter  Broomtown  valley,  induced  him  to  retire  behind 
Pigeon  mountain,  with  heacEqaarters  at  Lafayette. 

It  has  been  a  popular  impression,  possibly  encouraged  if  not  believed  in  high 
militaiy  quarters,  that  because  a  portion  of  our  command,  including  myself, 
entered  Chattanooga,  that  we  had  possession  of  it  with  our  ai-my,  in  the  sense  of 
being  so  established  there,  so  that  we  could  have  I'etained  it  without  a  battle. 

This  is  an  error  into  which  no  good  military  mind  cognizant  of  the  facts 
could  for  a  moment  fall.  Bragg  was  compelled  or  induced  to  fall  hack  from 
Chattanooga  by  the  menacing  attitude  of  Thomas's  coi-ps  at  Friek's  and 
Cooper's  Gap,  twenty-six  miles  south,  and  of  McCook's,  witb  the  cavalry  corps 
at  Valley  Head,  forty-two  miles  from  Chattanooga,  Crittenden's  corps,  a  part 
of  which  was  employed  in  making  the  demonstration  above  Chattanooga,  and 
the  remainder  in  watching  and  covering  the  pass  over  the  extremity  of  Look- 
out, passed  into  Chattanooga  when  Bragg  fell  back,  and  repaired  at  once  to 
that  point  to  ascertain  the  movement  of  the  enemy ;  and  a!l  that  was  done  was 
done  promptly,  and  to  that  end  only.  And  the  msiant  these  movements  were 
(iiscovei-ed,  and  the  enemy  was  found  to  have  retired  slowly  towards  Lafayette, 
not  a  moment  was  lost  in  making  the  necessary  disposition,  first,  to  secure  our 
troopa  against  being  cut  up  in  detail;  and,  secondly,  to  effect  a  most  expeditious 
concentration  at  an  eligible  point  between  the  enemy  and  Chattanooga,  the  goal 
of  our  efforts.  It  was  our  good  fortune  to  succeed  in  concentrating  on  the  aftor- 
noon  of  the  18th,  but  the  tardy  arrival  of  McCook's  corps  came  near  being  fatal 

For  the  events  which  followed  I  refer  the  committee  to  my  official  report, 
calling  attention  only  to  one  point  which  is  not  therein  sufficiently  elaborated. 
Forgetting  my  past  record,  and  influenced  by  the  calumnies  put  in  circulation, 
it  has  been  thought  that  I  needlessly  or  languidly  forsook  the  field  of  battle  on 
the  aOth.  The  facta  are  as  follows  :  Immediately  on  the  arrival  of  McCook's 
troops  at  the  encampment  of  Thomas,  at  the  foot  of  Friek's  gap,  all  our  spare 
trains,  including  those  of  Crittenden's  corps,  were  ordered  into  the  valley  of 
Chattanooga  creek,  which  lies  at  the  eastern  base  of  Lookout  mountain,  both 
for  safety  and  forage.  The  troops,  infantry  and  artillery,  as  my  official  report 
shows,  were  pushed  with  all  possible  vigor  {marching  all  night)  eastward  to  get 
possession  of  the  Lafayette  road.  Our  cavalry  was  ordered  to  corjnect  with  our 
light,  and  extend  westward  to  cover  those  trains  from  the  enemy's  cavalry ; 
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and  the  guards  were  increased  by  Post's  brigade  of  Davia's  division,  McCook's 
corps,  which  had  been  left  behind  to  conduct  its  train.  When  the  breach  on 
the  right  of  our  lines  occurred  at  midday  of  the  30th,  this  train,  with  all  owr 
apare  subgiatence  and  other  supplies  lay  along  the  valley  of  Chattanooga  creek, 
from  neaj:  the  front  some  four  or  five  railes;  and  as  the  distance  from  the  point 
where  the  enemy  had  penetrated  our  infantry  lines  to  the  flank  and  rear  of  the 
train  was  only  three  or  four  miles,  they  were  in  the  moat  critical  condition,  and 
it  became  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance  to  put  it  out  of  the  enemy's  reaeh. 
When,  therefore,  I  reached  the  vicinity  of  Rossville,  and  became  satisfied  that 
though  cut  off  from  the  main  body  of  our  army,  which  held  the  centre  and  left. 
General  Thomas  with  five  brigades,  three  of  Sheridan's  and  two  of  Davis's,  we 
still  held  the  field  in  front  or  Thomas,  two  things  were  to  be  done ;  first,  to 
ascertain  the  condition  of  affairs  at  the  front;  the  other,  to  have  this  train  moved 
to  a  place  of  security.  This  latter  required  that  the  orders  should  bo  given  for 
its  being  pushed  and  secured  north  of  Ohattanooga  creek,  the  only  passage  over 
which  was  by  a  very  rickety  bridge  near  a  hundred  feet  long  and  thirty  or  forty 
feet  high,  and  to  oi-der  the  movement  of  the  ti'ain  to  that  place,  and  send  orders 
to  General  Mitchell,  commanding  the  cavalry,  advising  him  of  the  condition  of 
affaii-s,  and  directing  him  to  make  such  dispositions  as  would  most  securely 
effect  the  movement  of  the  train  and  cover  it  from  the  enemy's  enterprises ; 
while  at  the  same  time,  as  a  part  of  the  general  dispositions  for  the  continuance 
of  battle,  he  must  be  advised  to  put  himself  in  connexion  with  our  right  in  the 
new  position  it  had  been  compelled  to  iake  after  its  repulse  from  the  field  at  the 
widow  Grlen's  house.  Having  eiplained  this  to  G-eneral  Garfield,  my  chief  of 
staff,  it  was  determined  that  the  movement  to  the  front,  being  less  comphcated, 
should  be  performed  by  him,  while  I  made  the  dispositions  and  gave  the  orders 
just  spoken  of.  Kor  was  I  unmindful  of  the  consideration  that,  as  the  security 
of  Chattanooga  was  the  essential  thing,  my  duty  as  commanding  general 
required  that  1  shou'.d  look  to  the  ground  with  a  view  to  the  eventualities  of  being 
driven  from  the  field  of  battle,  where  we  were  so  vastly  outnambered,  and  that  I 
should  make  such  dispositions  as  would  enable  us  to  hold  that  place  and  to 
subsist  our  troops  until  we  could  be  re-enforced.  As  it  was  possible  that  the 
enemy's  cavaby  might  penetrate  the  rough  country  oo  the  right  of  our  line,  and 
cut  telegraphic  and  other  communications,  south  of  the  river,  with  Bridgeport 
and  the  north,  and  in  purauanee  of  a  duty  I  have  always  imposed  on  ijiyeelf, 
to  keep  the  government  candidly  informed  of  the  exact  posture  of  affairs,  I 
deemed  it  proper  to  telegraph  to  Washiugton  the  events  of  the  day. 

Out  of  the  performance  of  these  two  duties,  dictated  by  candor  and  a  pure 
desire  to  do  tlie  best  for  the  country,  unjust  and  sycophantic  men  have  under- 
taken to  construct  the  means  of  injuring  my  military  reputation. 

As  my  official  report  of  the  battle  substantially  closes  with  the  firm  posses- 
sion of  Chattanooga,  I  will  here  state  what  seema  of  importance: 

That  it  was  abundantly  established  by  information  gained  before  and  during 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  and  confirmed  by  subseqaent  information  and  events, 
that  we  were  outnumbered  very  nearly  two  to  one  in  that  battle.  As  my  deter- 
mination was  to  bold  what  we  had  gained,  at  all  hazards  and  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity, all  my  dispositions  were  at  once  directed  to  that  end.  I  concentrated 
the  forces  within  a  defensive  line  sufficiently  contracted  to  defy  the  enemy's 
power,  and  fortified  it  without  delay.  I  at  the  same  time  used  every  possible 
effort  to  provide  bridges  by  which  our  troops  and  trains  could  communicate 
with  the  north  side  of  the  river,  from  which  ouv  line  of  communication  with 
Bridgeport  would  be  comparatively  safe,  while,  against  the  superior  numbers  of 
the  enemy,  its  maintenance  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  was  practically  out  of 
the  question. 

General  Halleck  in  his  annual  report  says  I  abandoned  the  passes  of  Look- 
out mountain,  leaving  the  public  to  imagine  that  these  passages  were  within  the 
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possible  control  of  my  army,  and  tbeir  abandonment  not  justified  as  a  military 
■measure.  I  tall  the  attention  of  tbe  committee  to  tlie  f'aet  that  one  of  these 
passes  was  42  miles  south  of  Chattanooga,  and  the  next  nearest  S6  miles  south 
of  Chattanooga,  and  the  nearest  at  the  extremity  of  Lookout  mountain  in  front 
of  our  lines.  This  latter  may  have  been  the  one  which  gave  rise  to  hia  report; 
and  if  so,  it  ought  to  have  been  so  stated.  I  was  satisiied  that  I  could  not  hold 
even  this  pass  and  Chattanooga  at  the  same  time  if  the  enemy  did  his  duty, 
and  therefore  withdrew  my  troops  from  it,  but  established  batteries  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river,  which  rendered  it  practically  of  little  if  any  use  to  them. 
Subsequent  events  amply  justified  the  wisdom  of  this  decision,  for  the  enemy, 
with  a  division  and  a  half,  were  unable  to  hold  it  against  General  Hooker,  and 
it  was  their  attempt  to  cover  this  point  whieh  was  one  of  the  causes  of  their 
being  beaten  so  easily  at  Missioaaty  ridge.  In  General  Grant's  official  report 
of  the  battle  of  Missionary  ridge,  I  tliink — for  I  have  oot  the  document — tliere 
is  an  implication  that  when  he  assumed  coiomaad  there  was  great  danger  of  my 
abandoning  Chattanooga.  Nothing  could  be  more  mistaken  or  unjust  to  me 
than  such  an  impression.  All  my  actions  and  sentiments  were  utterly  at  variance 
with  the  idea  of  giving  up  that  point,  which  I  had  won,  and  the  possession  of 
which  foimed  an  epoch  in  the  war.  1  mention  facts  on  this  subject,  viz  ;  as 
early  as  the  4th  of  October,  fourteen  days  after  the  battle,  I  called  the  attention 
of  General  Thomas  and  General  Garfield  to  the  map  of  Chattanooga  and  vicinity, 
and,  pointing  out  to  them  the  positions,  stated  that  as  soon  as  I  could  possibly 
get  the  bridge  materials  for  that  purpose,  I  would  take  poaseasion  of  Lookout 
valley,  opposite  the  passage  over  the  extremity  of  the  mountaia,  and  fortify  it, 
thus  completely  covering  the  road  from  there  to  Bridgeport,  on  the  south  side 
as  well  as  the  river,  and  giving  ne  practical  possession  and  use  of  both,  as  well 
as  of  Lookout  valley ;  because,  by  means  of  a  fortified  t6te-de-pont,  after  our 
fortifications  at  Chattanooga  were  completed,  we  could  easily  concentrate  our 
whole  force  to  fight  the  enemy  if  he  entered  Lookout  valley,  and  that  within 
lees  than  two  hours'  march,  while  he  could  not  approach  us  in  force  with  artil- 
lery without  making  a  circuit  over  Lookout  mountain,  by  way  of  Frick's  and 
Stevens's  gaps,  26  miles  southeast,  which  would  take  two  or  three  days. 

An  interior  line  of  fortifications  was  laid  out  and  put  in  course  of  construction, 
designed  to  cover  our  dtpots  with  a  garrison  of  one  or  two  divisions  against  all 
the  forces  the  enemy  could  bring.  1  had,  moreover,  ordered  the  construction  of 
small  steamboats  and  barges  at  Bridgeport  P.)  run  thence  to  Chattanooga,  two 
of  which  were  well  advanced  when  the  army  crossed  on  its  advance  into 
Georgia;  and,  from  the  23d  of  September,  my  correspondence  and  my  staff 
ofliccrs  will  testify  that  I  was  urging  the  quartermaster,  Cgptain  Edwards,  who 
had  the  work  in  hand,  to  hasten  its  completion,  which  it  was  hoped  would  be 
the  ease  by  the  time  we  were  ready  to  take  and  hold  Lookout  valley.  To 
effect  this  General  Hooker  was  directed  to  concentrate  his  troops  at  Stevenson 
and  Bridgeport,  and  advised  that  a8  soon  as  his  train  should  arrive,  or  enough 
of  it  to  sttlisiat  his  army  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  his  depot,  he  would  be  directed 
to  move  into  Lookout  valley  to  take  possession  of  that ;  and  every  effort  was 
made  to  complete  the  pontoons,  &c.,  to  connect  that  with  our  troops  at  Chatta- 
nooga. On  the  19th  of  October  I  examined  the  river,  and  selected  a  point  for 
the  crossing  of  the  bridge  at  Ferry  to  connect  Hooker's  with  the  forces  at 
Chattanooga.  I  moreover  directed  General  W.  F.  Smith  to  reconnoitre  the 
aliore  above  Chattanooga,  with  a  view  to  that  very  movement  on  the  enemy's 
right  flank  which  was  afterwards  made  by  General  Slierman. 

On  the  19th  of  October,  on  my  returning  from  selecting  the  position  of  the 
pontoon  bridge,  I  received  orders  to  turn  over  the  command  of  the  army  of  the 
Cumberland  to  Major  General  Thomas,  repair  to  Cincinnati,  and  report  from 
there  by  letter  to  the  Adjutant  General  for  orders.     Convinced  that  this  would 

3r  C~.oo(^Ic 
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excite  profonnd  sorrow  and  discontent  in  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  which 
iTiy  continued  presence,  after  it  became  known,  would  increase,  and  that  this 
■wonld  be  detrimental  to  the  public  service  in  the  presence,  as  we  were,  of  the 
enemy,  I  determined  to  forego  the  gratification  of  receiving  the  parting  adieus 
of  those  with  whom  I  had  shared  so  many  toils  and  successes.  I  left  the  next 
morning  shortly  after  daylight,  before  the  order  was  known.  The  committee 
■will  probably  desire  to  know  what  communication  took  place  between  me  and 
Genera!  Burnside  during  my  movement  on  Ohattanooga.  I  have  before  stated 
that  a  co-operation  between  him  and  myself,  arranged  with  a  view  to  the  TuUa- 
homa  campaign,  was  prevented  by  re- enforcements  ordered  from  Buraside's 
command  to  Vitisburg.  When  his  troops  were  returned,  he  arranged  to  move 
on  East  Tennessee,  communicated  to  me  his  plan  for  a  movement  into  East 
Tennessee,  but  it  was  independent  of  mine,  and  thongh  intended  to  be  con- 
temporary, was  likely  and  actually  proved  to  be  unavailing  to  assist  my  move- 
ment for  want  of  unity  of  object  and  command.  It  was  from  the  first  obvious 
that  the  moment  we  seriously  threatened  Chattanooga  all  the  forces  in  East  Ten- 
nessee would  probably  abandon  it  and  join  General- Bragg  to  oppose  us.  General 
Burnside's  as  an  independent  command,  as  was  to  have  been  expected,  was 
little  or  no  use,  for  the  moment  we  threatened  to  cross  the  Tennessee  above 
Chattanooga  Buckner  began  to  retire  from  the  north  towards  Loudon,  and  when 
we  thi'eatened  Bragg's  communications  south  of  Chattanooga,  he  precipitately 
abandoned  the  whole  of  East  Tennessee  and  joined  General  Bragg. 

General  Halleck,  in  his  official  report  for  that  year,  quotes  at  length  orders 
given  on  the  12th,  13th,  and  14th  of  September  to  Burnside,  at  Knosville,  General 
Hurlbut,  at  Memphis,  and  General  Sherman,  at  Vicksburg,  to  re-enforce  the 
army  of  the  Cumberland,  but  fails  to  state  that  on  the  14th  of  September  I 
ttk'gr.^phed  the  general  asking  if  he  had  reason  to  believe  Bragg  had  been  re- 
enforced  from  Virginia,  and  that  on  the  15th  he  telegraphed  in  reply  that  no 
re- enforcements  had  gone  south  to  Bragg,  only  a  few  regiments  to  Charleston, 
More,  tho  accompanying  correspondence  shows  that  an  apprehension  existed  in 
"Washington  even  as  late  as  the  11th  of  September  that  Bragg  was  re-enforcing 
Lee.     The  committee  will  no  doubt  inquire  how  orders  to  troops  at  such  distant 

{loints  at  that  date  could  have  brought  any  support  to  the  army  of  the  Cumber- 
and,  which  began  its  life  and  deatli  struggle  on  the  ISfh,  only  six  days  from 
the  earliest  of  his  orders.  I  will  also  state  to  the  committee  that  Longstreet's 
movement  to  support  Bragg  was  known  to  General  Peck  as  early  as  the  6th, 
and  that  Colonel  Jacques,  73d  Illinois,  endeavored  to  communicate  the  fact 
that  Longstreet's  corps  was  going  to  Bragg,  to  the  authorities  at  Washington, 
so  long  before  the  bqj^tle  that  he  was  able  to  wait  ten  days  in  vaio  in  Baltimore 
for  a  hearing,  and  then  to  reach  us  and  take  part  in  the  battle  of  Cbickamauga. 
As  I  have  narrated  the  principal  events  not  prominently  developed  in  my 
official  report,  (a  copy  of  which,  and  some  official  letters,  I  have  made  a  part  of 
my  testimony  before  the  committee,  in  relation  to  the  campaign  of  Chickamauga,) 
I  forbear  to  notice  and  reply  to  the  varioas  erroneous  and  diverse  rumors  and  state- 
ments which  have  found  more  or  less  publicity ;  but  I  think  it  due  to  justice  and 
the  discipline  of  the'army,  as  well  as  to  the  country,  whose  servants  are  thereby 
implicated,  to  state  that  General  Woods,  whose  official  report  of  his  part  in  the 
battle,  comprising  near  seventy  pages  foolscap,  was  duly  fonvarded  to  Washington 
by  me,  was,  after  I  was  relieved  from  command  of  the  ai'my  of  the  Cumberland, 
permitted  access  to  my  official  report  and  allowed  to  send  a  letter  to  Washington 
direct,  without  furnishing  me  a  copy  of  it;  and  that  his  letter  was  received 
without  notice  to  me,  and  quoted  by  the  general- in-chief,  as  to  some  extent,  a 
rival  authority,  and  subsequently  furnished  fi'om  the  War  Department  to  the 
press  as  an  accompaniment  to  my  official  report  of  the  battle;  and  that,  when  I 
complained  of  it,  no  redress  or  apology  was  offisred  therefor,  uor  was  my  letter 
of  correction  published  until  the  lapse  of  some  two  months  thereafter. 

,  Coogk- 
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COEEESPONDENGE  WITH  THE  WAE  DEPARTMENT. 

Major  General  I!aSe<&  io  Major  General  Eosecrara. 

Wabhinotom,  D.  C,  Jvlg  14,  1863. 
Bnrnslde  has  baen  frequently  urged  to  tnoTe  forward,  and  covet  your  left  iu  entering 
East  Tennessee.     I  do  not  know  ivhat  he  Is  doing-.     He  seems  tied  fimt  ta  Cincinnati. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK,  Comma«der-ia-Okief. 

Fur  Major  General  Eoseerane. 

WAsaiNOTOJT,  Augunt  5,  1863. 
The  orciers  for  Wiia  a<!vance  of  your  army,  and  that  its  progress  be  repotted  daily,  are  per- 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 

M,:j'>r  General  EaUedt  to  Major  Genial  Rasecrana. 

Wasicikqton,  Avgust  20,  1863, 
It  lias  been  repotted  for  some  days  that  some  portion  of  Bragg's  aimy  has  been  sent  ot 
Richmond  to  re-eaforce  Lee.     It  is  important  that  the  truth  of  this  report  be  asctjitaiaed 
aa  early  aa  poetiible. 

H.  W.  HALLECK,  Mjor  General. 

Major  General  SaHeek  to  Major  Gmerid  ifosecrons.-'i 

Washinoton,  August  25,  1863. 
Bocnside,  wliaii  last  heard  from,  was  at  Mount  Verooii,  moving  towards  KnoxvIUe. 
He  is  dirveted  to  move  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible,  aud  ta  teep  yon  pitted  in  regard 
to  his  ijperaiions.     Grant's  movameatfi  at  preheat  have  no  conuezion  with  you. 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 

Major  General  HaUeck  to  Mqjtyr  General  Roseeraiti. 

Washington,  September  2,  1863. 
Buriisiiie  i.'i  at  Montgomery,  moving  on  Kingston  ;  the  enemy  expected  to  be  con  cent  rated 


Major  General  Ilalleck  lo  Major  General  Eosecrans. 

WASHiNeroN,  Sfptentb^  6,  1863. 
I  have  heard  nothing  from  Bumtude  since  bis  despatch  of  August  31,  the  substanco  of 
which  was  sent  to  you.     His  instiuctiOEs  were  to  adviee  you  of  his  raovemeuts,  and  con- 
nect a-,  soon  -.is  possible  wi(b  your  left.     There  is  no  reason  now  to-euppose  that  any  of 
Lee's  ttooys  have  been  detached,  except,  perhaps,  a  small  force  at  Chnrlcstnn 

H.   W.  HALLECK,  Major  General. 

Major  General  EsXhck  to  Major  General  Rasesrane, 

WAsarNOTOB,  Seplembir  5,  1863. 
You  glre  no  infonnation  ot  the  posilion  of  Bragg  and  Bnckner  ;  If  they  have  united,  it  is 
important  that  you  and  timuaide  unite  aa  quickly  as  possible,  so  that  the  enemy  may  not 
atlacfc  you  separately, 

H.  W.  HALLECK,  Major  General. 

Miijar  General  EnUesk  la  Major  General  Hoeecrans. 

WASiiiKOroN,  SepteiBbsrll,  1863, 
BuiTiBide    telegraphs  from.  Cumhecland  gap  that  he  holds  all  East  Tennessee   above  . 

Lnadon,  and  also  the  gap  of  the  Horth  Carolina  mountains.     A  cavalry  foroe.i^  "f^'fesOOQlC 
towards  Athena  to  connect  with  yon.      After  holding  the  mountain  passes  oa  thewdt  and         *^' 


36  EOSECEANS'S   CAMPAIGNS. 

Dalton,  or  Bome  other  point  on  the  rpiilrond.  to  prevent  the  return  of  Bragg'K  aiiiiy,  it  will 
be  decided  wheilier  your  army  shall  move  further  aimth  into  Georgia  and  Alabama  It  is 
reported  here  by  deserters  that  a  part  of  Bragg's  artn>  in  re-enforcing  Loe,  It  Is  important 
that  the  truth  of  this  should  be  ascertained  as  early  as  pos^iMe. 

H.  W.  lULLEr'K,  Oomvimtdtr  in-Chief. 

By  order  of  Secrdajy  of  Tfof  id  M'JOT  General  SoseLram. 

WASawo-coB,  S^m^tr  13,  1863. 
Following  telegram  is  sent  for  your  information,  by  order  of  Secretary  of  War.  from 
Memphis,  Sp.  m.,  September  9.  AgenHeman  jnatin  from  Mobile  r<>pi>rtBth  it  all  of  Johnston's 
.  force  has  gone  to  join  Bra^  at  and  near  Chattanooga.  I  think  the  report  true,  from  the 
source  I  rpceived  it,  and  from  the  fact  that  the  couiitry  south  of  Corinth  is  full  of  regular 
cavalry  making  some  movement, 

8,  A,  HDRLBURT,  Jfig'or  General. 

"  MajOT  General  Halhck  to  Major  Geneiat  Rosecans. 

"  There  is  no  intention  of  sending  Bucnside  int 
down  and  connect  with  you , 

"  Should  the  enemy  attempt  ia  turn  yoar  tight  flanit  through  Alabama,  Chattanooga 
should  be  turned  over  to  Burnside  and  given  away,  or  such  part  of  it  as  may  nut  be  re- 
quired there  should  move  to  prevent  Braag  from  re-entering  Middle  Tennessee.  Hurlbut 
will  aid  you  all  ho  can,  but  most  of  Grant's  available  force  ia  west  of  the  Missi-^sippi, 

"  HALLECK." 

Major  General  Halleck  to  Major  General  Roeecratia. 

Washinotob,  September  31,  1863—3  p.  m. 
Nothing  heard  from  Burnside  since  the  19th  ;  he  was  then  sending  to  your  aid  all  his 
available  force.     It  is  hoped  tliat  you  will  hold  out  till  he  can  re-enforce  you.     He  was 
dii'ected  to  connect  with  you  ten  days  ago,  and  the  ordur  has  been  reported  several  days 
since.     lean  get  no  reply  from  Huilbut  or  Sheiman, 

H.  W.  HALLECK,  Jf^V  GenmiJ. 

President  Lincoln  to  Major  General  Bosecrans. 

Washington,  September  23,  1863. 
Below  is  Bragg's  despaf eh ,  as  found  in  (ho  Richmond  papers.     You  see  he  does  not  claim 
BO  many  prisoners  or  captured  guns  as  you  were  inclined  to  concede.     He  also  confesfOs  to 
heavy  loss. 

An  exchanged  general  of  ours,  leaving  Richmond  yesterday,  says  two  of  Loiigstreet's 
divisions  and  his  entire  artillery,  and  two  of  Pickett's  brigades  and  Wise's  legion  have  gone 
t«  Tennessee.     He  mentions  no  other. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

■     *  "  Cuici^AMAUGi  RivtiR,  Sfptembtr  20,  via  RingiH,  2\st. 

"  Major  General  Coopee,  A.  Gen. : 

"  After  two  days'  hard  fighting  we  liave  driven  the  enemy,  after  a  desperate  resistance 
from  several  positions,  and  now  hold  the  field,  but  he  still  confronts  us.  The  losses  arc 
heavy  on  both  sides,  especially  on  our  officers.  We  have  taken  over  20  pieces  of  artillery 
and  some  2,&00  prisoners. 

"BRAXTOS  BRAGG," 

Washinqton,  D.  C,  September  2i,  1863— 3a,  m. 
Major  General  Roseokans, 

CotmTg  Dept.  of  Omnherland : 
In  addition  to  the  expected  assistance  to  you  from  Burnside,  Hurlbut  and  Sherman, 
with  fourteen  or  fifteen  thousand  meitfrom  here,  will  be  in  Nashville  in  about  seven  dsya. 
The  government  deems  it  very  important  that  Chattanooga  be  held  till  re-enfoi cements 

H.  W.  HALLECK,  CommandeTAn-Cldef. 
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WAaHiNQTON,  D.  C,  Stptmher  30,  1863—10  a.  m. 
Major  General  Eosbobass, 

Gomd'g  Armt/  of  Camberload  : 

Theadvanceiif  Grant's  re.enforcenients  were  on  their  way  from  Vicksbarg  to  Memphis 

on  the  22d.     Hurlbut  was  directBd  to  report  their  movement  from  day  to  day,  bnt  he  is 

probably  unable  to  do  ao,  having  n'j  tclegrafihic   com  ranui cation.     Moreover,  It  is  probable 

that  all  mail  boats  weie  sent  to  Vickabuig  for  troops.     I  have  no  communication  with 

!  he  left  KnoKville.     Commanicate  to  him  directly  what  you  wish  him  to  do.  ' 

H.   W.  HALLECK,  Omtnaadtr-in-GIti^. 


Major  General  Eobecrans, 

Oomd'g  Dtpt.  of  CtimhS' 
The  corps  of  U  to  15,000  men  tc 
lery,  but  no  cavalry;  if  the  artillery  la 
will  be  greatly  dimiaished.     Please  ai 


WASHINOrON,   D.   C,  Sept 


ff.   HALLECK,   Commander. in-Chief. 


■WASuiKSio.'a,  D.  0.,  Odober  12,  1863—10  a.  m. 
Major  General  Eosgcbans, 

Onnd'g  Dejit.  qf  Cumberland : 
Captain  Comstock.  is  sick.     Sberman  is  moving  east  of  Corinth  ;  where  he  now  is  I  dc 
not  know  ;  no  telegraphic  communication  with  hiht.     Have  heard  nothing  of  Bornside 
since  the  7th.     If  ha  is  not  moving  down  you  must  look  to  the  pasaes  of  the  Tennessee 
river  above  Chattanooga.     Lee's  army  is  again  moving  nortliward. 

H.  W.  HALLECK,  Cattmander-in-Qit^. 


Major  General  Kobeohaks  : 
Gi'ant's  foroea  were  o  d 
thence,  as  might  be  ne  si 
Corinth  before  they  art  d 
Buppliea,  the  ti'oops  ma  t 


Wabhikqion,  D.  C,  i 


-10.6  a. 


M  nph  ,  Corinth,  Tascumbla,  to  Deeatur,  and 
w  th  you.  Supplies  were  to  be  coIleef«d  at 
took  only  Eufficient  to  carry  baggage  and 
d   t      e.     The  order  was  issued  on  the  IStb, 

g  p  th  troops;  they  calculated  to  be  able  to 
m   h  t  time.     Since  then  nothing  has  been 

es      The  troops  from  here  will  probably  reach 

H.  W.  HALLECK,  Commander-in-ChJ^. 


D.  a.  ,■ 

infantry. 


Major  General  Halleck,  Wmkoigh 
I  mvst  have  cavalry  or  mounti 
saddles      The  eaddles  I  had  orde 
four  months,  I  have  only  a  few  hundred 
cavalry.     With  mounted  infantry  I 
roads  open  in  my 


MuBFSEESBOlto,  Jamiory  \i,  1863. 


I  could  mount  infantry  had  I  horses  and 
1  delivered  so  very  slowly,  that  now,  after 
than  have  been  required  for  the  use  of  the 

drive  the  rebel  cavalry  to  the  wall,  and  kee 

ust  also  have  8C 


i  thi 


le  bullet-proof  light-draughi  trans- 
purchase  of  saddles  and  horses  fur 

W.  S.  ROSSCRANS,  Major  Gemral. 


It  General  Halleck,  Waiki 

lation  that 


Van  Dorn 


MuBFRBESBORO,  February  1,  1S63. 
D.C: 

e  Johnston  arrived  at  Tullaboma  ou  the  27th  ultimo. 
10  was  sent  in  command  of  the  rebel  cavalry  in  Mississippi,  has  been  ordered 
subsist  on  the  country  and  interrupt  our  communication.  To  meet  this 
emergency  wa  must  bring  down  all  the  cavalry  available,  and  add  to  it  the  mounting  of  a 
brfgaile  of  infantry  for  backing  and  expeditionary  purposes  If  you  will  back  me  up,  I  am 
determined  to  command  the  country,  iiiafead  of  giving  it  up  to  the  enemy.  I  shall  aslc 
j'ou  things  as  they  are  needed.     General  Wright  thinks  the  2d  Ohio  cavalry  at  Columbus, 


Coogic 
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and  the  lOtli  at  Cleveland,  are  not  at  his  disposal.  I  advieed  htm  otliermiee,  but  not  having 
heaid  from  him,  advice  you  of  it.  Our  first  want  will  he  arms.  Don't  be  weary  at  my 
importunity.  Ko  economy  can  compare  with  that  of  furnishing  revolving  arras ;  no  mode 
of  recruiting  will  so  piomptly  and  efficaciously  strengthen  vs.  i  am  about  to  establish  n. 
elite  battalion  in  each  brigade,  composed  of  the  soldiers  from  each  company.  One  com- 
missioned and  five  non-commiGdoned  officers  fiom  each  regiment,  and  one  field  ofBcor  for 
tJie  brigade,  to  be  selected  for  superior  and  soldierly  bearing  in  battle  and  on  duty.  I 
promise  them  the  beet  of  arms,  wten  I  can  get  them,  and  will  mount  them  for  rapid  fi.e1d 
movementa,  like  flying  artillery.  Will  you  please  aid  ma  to  got  the  arms — even  injstal- 
ments,  to  show  they  will  oome  some  day,  will  answer.  We  mnst  create  military  ardor. 
W.  S.  EOSECRANS,  Mi/jor  Gemral. 

Mdhfrbebboko,  Fehmary  2,  1S63. 
Hon.  E,  M.  BiAHTflH,  Washitigtm,  D.  C. : 

I  telegraphed  the  coromander-in -chief  that  2, 000  carbines  or  revolving  rifles  were  reqnire" 
to  arm  our  eavairy.  He  replied  as  if  he  thought  it  a  complaint.  I  telegraph  you  also  i° 
prevent  misunderstanding.  I  speak  for  the  country  when  1  say  that  2,000  effective  cavalr? 
will  cost  the  support  of  nearly  four  thousand,  say  five  thonsand  dollarG  per  day.  But  ^h  ™ 
Is  tbe  smallest  part  of  our  trouble.  One  rebel  cavalryman  takes,  on  an  average,  three  of 
our  infaotrj  to  watch  our  commtmications,  while  our  progress  is  made  slow  and  caution,' 
and  we  command  the  forage  of  the  country  only  by  sending  large  train  guards.  It  is  o 
prime  necessity,  in  every  point  of  view,  to  master  their  cavalry.  1  propose  to  do  this,  first 
by  so  arming  our  cavalry  as  to  give  it  its  masimum  strength  ;  second,  by  having  animals 
and  saddles  teniporaiily  to  motiiit  infantry  brigades  for  marches  and  enterprises.  We  have 
now  ono  thousand  cavalrymen  without  horses,  and  two  thousand  without  arms.  We 
don't  want  revolvers  so  much  as  light  revolving  rifies.  This  matter  is  ao  clearly",  in  my 
mind,  of  paramount  pnblio  interest,  that  I  blush  t«  think  it  neces^ry  to  seem  to  apolc^ize 
for  it.  I  do  hope  the  government  will  have  confidence  enough  in  me  to  know  1  never  have 
asked,  and  never  will  ask,  anything  to  increase  my  personal  command.  Had  this  been 
understood  when  I  went  with  Blcnoker's  division,  this  nation  might  have  been  spared  millions 
blood  and  treasure. 

W.    S.   ROSECRANS,  Major  Gmerai. 

MuHFEEESBORO,  Fdrruory  2,  1863. 
Major  GiOtieral  H.  W.  HAitECK,  Washmgten,  D.  0.  : 

1  am  surprised  that  you  mistake  my  meaning,  I  do  not  complain.  1  point  the  way  to 
victory.  I  tell  you  how  I  think  this  force  is  to  be  created  and  maintained  at  slight  expense. 
This  war  demands  such  consideration,  and  many  more,  to  save  the  wast*  of  human  life. 
Already  our  thinned  regiments  testify  to  this,  ond  show  no  substantial  g^n  from  recruiUng. 
I  wish  to  be  understood  as  making  no  complaints.  The  great  point  I  make  U  that  the 
goveri.ment  pays  costs  of  troops,  without  getting  the  benefit  of  their  strength.  The  other 
is,  no  matter  what  the  government  has  done  or  left  undone  for  this  army,  policy  and  duty 
demand  means  to  meet  the  coming  emergency.  Why  should  the  rebels  command  the 
country  which,  wiUi  its  resources,  would  belong  to  our  army,  because  it  can  master  the 
small  percentage  of  six  or  eight  thousand  more  cavalry  than  we  ?  I  want  superior  arus  to 
supply  the  place  of  nurohers.  Give  revolving  rifles  in  place  of  pistols.  We  must  have 
cavalry  arms,  and  the  difference  between  beet  and  worst  is  more  than  one  hundred  per  cent, 
on  the  daily  cost  of  the  troops  Excuse  my  earnestness  In  this  matter ;  I  probably  see  It 
much  more  clearly  than  I  can  explain. 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS,  Jfig^or  General. 

MuEPBEESBORO,  MoTch  S,  IS63. 
Grnebal  :  Totiis  of  the  first  instant,  announcing  the  offer  of  a  vacant  major  generalship 
in  the  ri^gular  army  to  the  general  In  the  field  who  first  wins  an  important  and  decisive 
victory,  is  received.  As  an  officer  and  a  citizen,  I  feel  degraded  at  soch  an  auctioneering 
of  honors.  Have  we  a  general  who  wonid  fijjht  for  his  own  personal  benefit,  when  he 
would  not  for  honor  and  his  country  ?  He  would  come  by  his  commis^on  basely  in  that 
case,  and  deserve  t«  be  despised  by  men  of  honor.  But  are  all  the  brave  and  honorable 
generals  on  an  equality  as  to  chances?    If  not,  it  is  unjust  to  those  who  probably  deserve 

W.  8.  ROSECKANS,  Ma^'or  General. 
Major  Genera]  H.  W.  Halleok, 

CMmaander-m-Cltief,  Waltmgton,  D.  0. 
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Mubfi:keseoeo,  March  20,  lSG,=i, 
Biigadirir  Geuenil  L  Tkohas, 

Adjutant  General  £7"  S  Army,  Washington,  D.  C  : 
Dufy  oompaJs  me  to  recall  the  attention  of  the  War  Dapaitment  to  tlie  neceeeity  of  more 
cavalry  here.  Let  it  be  clearly  understood  that  the  enemy  have  five  to  our  one,  and  can 
tli.irefore  command  tiie  resources  of  the  ponntrj  and  the  serviceB  of  tlie  inhabitantB.  To 
KiLpply  ia  Bome  measure  our  deficiency,  I  naked  leave  1«  mount  some  infantry ;  It  was 
gi'anted  U)  the  extent  of  five  thousand.  I  have  mounted  about  two  thousand  ;  I  now  ask 
authority  to  iidd  to  these  two  thousand  a  detail  of  one  hundred  and  forty  picked  men 
from  eiich  brigade,  which  will  t^ive  me  the  means  of  picketing  all  our  ordinary  lines,  and 
thus  euuble  me  to  mass  the  cavalry  for  expeditions.  EUarly  action  is  vitally  impoitaot. 
W.  S,  KOSEORiNS,  mj&i-  General. 

MuaFBEESBOBO,  Morck  29,  1863. 
Miyor  General  Hallkok,  WashingUia,  O.  0.: 

General  Roussetiu  would  undertnke  to  raise  eight  or  ten  thousand  mounted  infantry  ' 
thinks  he  could  ancceed  in  two  months.  I  think  the  time  very  propitious,  and  that  his  ia" 
flueiice  would  be  healthful  on  butternuts  and  lukewarma  If  you  can  arm,  you  can 
doubtless  mount  them,  and  they  would  he  of  great  avail  in  the  future.  I  recommend  that 
he  be  ohai^el  with  riusing  these  men,  it  deemed  advisable,  without  delay, 

W.  8.  KO3E0RAN8,  jtfajor  Gmiral. 


MnsFBEESBOBO,  Ajiril  21,  1SG3. 
Hon,  E   M.  Stujtok,  Secre/ary  of  War: 

Cavalry  horses  are  iodispeusable  to  onr  success  here.  Wc  have  always  been  without  the 
control  of  the  country,  escapt  foe  a  short  diataiice  beyond  our  infantry  lines,  and  all  the 
forage  and  horses  the  country  could  furnish  have  thas  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy ; 
they  subast  on  the  country  1^  having  iive  to  our  one  of  mounted  force.  Out  of  our  nominal 
cavalry  force  we  have  not  more  than  forty  per  cent,  avtdlable  tor  want  of  horsas  ;  the  fruits 
of  victory  when  gained  will  be  lost  for  want  of  mounted  force  to  pursue.  This  has  been 
stated  and  reiterated  to  the  department,  but  horses  have  not  been  obtained.  No  saving 
of  prices  paid  by  the  contracting  system  can  compensate  for  the  losses  we  have  thus  sus- 
tained and  are  sustaining.  Prices  should  be  paid  that  will  give  us  good  horses,  and  that 
rapidly.  Authority  might  wisely  be  given  to  your  chief  quartermaster  to  purcliase  at 
leasoriiible  prices  wherever  he  can  obtiUn  them.  Qooaral  Stanley  is  now  waitlr^  in  Louis- 
ville with  twelve  hundred  (1,200)  dismounted  cavalry  to  bring  down  horses      None  ther 

W.  S.  ! 


MnRFHEKsnoRO,  April  26,  1863. 
Major  General  H.  W.  Haiiroic, 

Cammaiider-in-Gkief,  Wiahinglon,  T).  C. : 
GKNEftAi:  Tour  lettecof  the  20th  instant  is  received.  If  I  have  used  the  telegraph  freely 
it  hus  been  through  an  ansions  desire  to  do  my  duty,  and  insure  that  by  no  fault  of  mine 
fhould  things  go  unattended  to,  which  my  experience  has  shown  may  be  the  case,  even 
\i  ith  the  most  able  and  aealous  officers,  without  reminders.  I'hat  I  am  very  careful  to  in- 
fLrm  the  department  of  my  successes,  and  of  all  captures  from  the  enemy,  is  not  true,  as 
tl  e  records  of  onr  office  will  show.  That  I  have  failed  to  inform  the  government  of  my 
di  feats  and  lossea  is  equally  untrue,  both  in  letter  and  spirit,  I  regard  the  statement  of 
these  two  propositions  of  the  War  Department  as  a  profound,  grievous,  oruel,  and  un- 
gfneroos  official  and  personal  wrong.  If  there  is  any  one  thing  I  despise  and  acorn  it- Is  an 
otHcer's  blowing  his  own  trumpet,  or  getting  others  to  do  it  for  him  I  had  flattered 
myself  that  no  general  officer  in  the  service  had  a  clearer  record  on  this  point  than  I  have. 
I  shall  here  drop  the  subject,  leaving  to  time  and  Providence  the  vindication  of  my  con- 
duct, and  expect  justice,  kindness,  and  oonaidemtion  only  from  those  who  are  willing  ti 


accord  them. 

Accept  for  yourself,  personally,  my  cordial  thanks  for  your  kindneas,  both  petsonaj  and 

Immtanding. 
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ry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  8.  E0SECSAN8,  Major  General,  OamToanding. 
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MiuiFaEFSBOito,  Ajiril  26,  1803. 
Brigfitlie:'  General  Thomas,  Ailjuianl  General,  Waihaigtun ; 

Inform  the  general -in -chief  I  have  from  a  letter  of  Colonel  Hill,  coramnuiling  a  lirigade 
in  the  rebel  aimy,  Ihnt  Ji>e  Johuxton  bas  got  IS, 000  ru-enfOrceiuentB,  of  which  5,000  had 
ahea'ly  arrived  on  the  iStli  ir.stant,  and  that  he  would  have  30,000  In  all  by  the  7th 
proximo;  be  sajs  it  ia  the  Intention  of  tho  rebels  to  advance  on  naif  we  do  m)t  advance  on 
them ;  if  we  return  into  fortifiiacions  they  will  cross  iuto  Kentucky  and  aeize  Oolumbns, 
and  so  00,  They  intend  to  jiet  there  before  Grant  o«n  arrive.  Our  expedition  tosut  the 
Georgia  railroad  promJEBS  to  snccted.  .  Doiige  tiiok  TuBcumbia  on  the  24th,  and  was  to  tako 
Flurence  on  {he  3tith.  Bragg  hm  occupied  the  line  of  Duct  river ;  Ms  re-en foroementa  bold 
Tnllalioma.   My  espediiloa  to  MoMiunville  BuecBeded.    Report  by  mail,  under  late  instruc- 

W.  S.   EOSECEANS,  Major  General. 

Hkajm^ahteks  Dspabtmest  or  ibb  CiTMntHLAMc,  July  2i,  1863. 
Major  General  Hallroe  : 

Tonr  deapatth  received.  All  m  very  good.  Tonr  views  accord  with  my  own.  All  your 
suggesiionB  abuut  baggage  and  rations  have  been  anticipated  and  carried  out  from  tlic 
beninniug  of  our  movtment,  and  are  now  being  carried  out  with  all  the  eneigy  of  which 
we  are  capable.  We  never  think  of  moving  with  any  bnl  minimnm  baggage,  nor  of  taking 
ftuytliing  but  HFBentlHl  parls  of  rations,  but  to  move  onr  troops  beyond  our  means  of  supply 
would  break  down  and  disable  ix>tb  men  and  horses  without  result.  This  1  am  sure  yon 
do  not  desire.  Any  dis<ppointment  that  may  be  felt  at  the  apparent  slowness  of  our 
ruovementH  mauid  be  readily  remuved  by  a  tmiwledge  of  the  oliataclea  and  true  military 
appratiatiiin  of  the  advantages  of  not  moving  iuimadialely.  I  confess  1  should  like  to 
avoid  sucb  remarks  and  lutlers  as  I  am  receiving  lately  from  Waabiugton.  if  1  could  do  so 
without  injury  to  the  pablic  siTviee.  You  will,  I  think,  find  the  ufBcers  of  this  army 
as  nnsious  fur  snccesB,  aud  as  willing  to  exert  themselves  to  secure  it,  as  any  member  of 
the  government  can  be.  As  to  sutaiatenoe  being  drawn  from  the  country  over  whicli  we 
are  to  travel  to  Chattanooga,  it  was  always  barren  with  bat  few  fartile  spots.  These  spots 
have  been  gleaned  and  scraped  by  rebels  with  a  powerful  eavaliy  fiirce  ever  since  last 
winter.  We  Khali  get  some  hay  and  cattle  in  the  region  of  Fayetteville,  Huntsvllle,  aud 
south  of  there  ;  none  south  or  east  of  us. 

W.  S.  EOSEGEANS,  Major  General. 

We  shall  move  promptly,  and  endeavor  not  to  go  back.     What  move  from  Grant  will 


HEADtJUAilTEas  DePABTHKNT  OF  T 

Murpeesboro,  Hay  10,  1863. 
General  ;  Tour  letter  of  the  Ist  instant,  on  the  subjrct  of  cavalry  horses,  was  yesterday 
received,  and  carefully  considered.     I  thank  you  for  taking  puins  tu  write  so  fully.     I  vrilt 
Explain  to  you  with  equ.d  care  the  true  stale  of  the  ease  in  this  army,  for  I  find  yon  have 
^len  into  quite  a  number  of  ercor:^  on  the  suliJecC. 

1st.   It  ia  Q  fact  that  up  to  the  1st  instant  our  total  supply  of  cavalry  horses  was  H3 
follows : 

Cavalry  horses  on  hand 6,537 

Mounted  infantry 1,938 

Total 8,475 

Less,  at  least  one-quarter,  are  not  serviceable 2, 119 

Making  cavalry  mounted  not  over . 6,356 

But  when  these  troops  are  called  out  we  have  at  no  lime  been  able  to  turn  out  more 
than  5,000  for  actual  duty.     The  other  cavalry  horses,  reported  by  Colonel  Taylor,  were — 

Escorts  and  ordsrlies. 2,(138 

Uuaerviceable  in  ISashville . 975 

3,003 
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2d.  Bat  I  must  call  your  attention  to  the  fact,  that  tliia  small  cavalry  force,  effectively 
not  half  that  required  for  a  permanect  garripou  of  infantcy  equal  to  that  of  thia  army,  ilave 
to  furnish  pickets,  scouts,  and  couriera  for  Fort  Donelsoc,  Clarkaville,  Nashville.  Gallatin, 
Carthasce,  and  the  front  of  this  army  from  Franklin  to  this  place,  twenty-eight  nilleB. 
Yon  may  thug  form  some  idea  of  the  labor  imposed  on  ont  cavalry,  and  how  our  liorsea  are 
worn  out  KO  rapidly. 

3d  As  fo  the  actual  work  of  this  arm,  besides  tiie  routine  labor,  you  will  find  it  has  had 
some  espaiiition  or  fight  in  mass  nearly  every  week,  and  as  yet  without  a  einele  Wlute. 

4tli.  As  to  expeditions,  we  have  not  a  sufficienily  strong  cavalry  force  to  drive  that  of  the 
enemy  to  the  wall,  or  to  risk  detachments  for  the  enterprises  of  which  you  speak  to  the 
rear  of  the  lebels.  The  One  which  I  did  Bend  out  under  Colonel  Streight,  in  spite  of  our 
precautions,  wan  ojptured  by  the  superior  cavalry  force  of  the  enemy  detached  from  Granger's 
front  at  Frankiin,  where  Van  Dom  has  still  left  about  four  to  our  one. 

fith  As  to  forage,  oar  want  is  for  long  forage,  and  Is  owing  to  the  imposBlbility  of  getting 
trantiportation  eiiher  by  water  or  rail.  You  must  rememher  we  are  two  hundred  and  twenty 
mileti  from  our  base  of  supplies  at  Iiouisville.  Toa  may  rely  on  it,  I  am  fully  alive  to  all 
you  have  suggested,  and  ask  for  nothing  which  I  am  not  fully  satisfied  will  be  an  ample 
economy  to  liie  service.  Had  we  a  cavalry  force  equal  to  that  of  the  enemy,  we  would 
have  commanded  all  the  forage  of  the  country — commanded  information  of  its  inhabitants, 
upon  whose  feaia  we.  instead  of  they,  would  thus  be  able  to  operate. 

As  to  the  comparative  number  of  cavalry  in  our  and  other  armiea,  I  am  suw  you  are 
mistaken  aa  to  Russia,  at  K^ast.  which  has  80,000  regular  cavalry,  while  all  the  outpost, 
picket,  and  courier  duty  is  done  by  regular  cavalry.  But  even  were  it  otherwise,  I  know 
what  cavalry  would  do  for  us  hers,  and  am  not  mistaken  in  siiying  that  this  great  army 
would  gain  more  from  lO.'OCO  effective  cavalry  than  from  30,000  infantry. 

W.  8.   RO8E0RAN9,  jHojw  General,  0<mma«dir^. 

Brigadier  General  M.  C.  Meios. 

IT  General  U.  S.  Anay,  Waahini/toi,  D.  C. 


MuBEEBKSBOEO,  June  21,  1803. 
Qenbrai.;  In  your  favor  of  the  12th  instant  you  say  you  do  not  see  how  the  maxim  of 
not  fighting  two  great  battlf a  at  the  same  time  applies  t*  the  cjiseot  this  army  and  Grant's 
Looking  at  the  matter  practically,  we  and  out  opposing  forces  are  so  nearly  separated  that 
fur  Briigg  materially  to  aid  Johnston  he  must  abandon  our  front  anbstautially,  and  then  we 
can  move  to  an  ultimate  work  with  more  rapidity  and  less  waste  of  materia!  or  natural 
olistacleB  If  General  Grant  is  defeated,  both  forces  will  come  here,  and  then  we  ought  to 
be  near  our  base.  The  same  maxim  tjiat  forbids,  as  you  take  it,  a  single  army  fighting 
two  great  battles  at  the  same  time  iby  the  way  a  very  awkward  thing  to  do)  would  forWd 
this  nation  engaging  all  its  forces  In  the  gieat  west  at  the  same  time,  so  aa  to  leave 
without  a  single  reserve  to  i^lem  the  cunent  of  possible  disaster  This  is,  I  think,  sustained 
by  military  and  poiilical  considerations.  We  ought  to  fight  here  if  we  have  a  strong  pros- 
pect of  winning  a  decisive  victury  over  the  opposing  force,  and  upon  this  ground  I  shall 
aut.  I  shall  he  careful  not  to  risk  our  last  reserve  without  strung  ground  to  expect  siictess. 
Very  rej-peetfully.  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  EOSECEANS,  Mojm-  Geaeral. 
Major  General  Halleck, 

C^mmaudir-m-Clii^,  Washnglen,  D.  0. 

WiNcncsTKH,  July  28,  1863. 
Eon.  lil.  M.  Stahtos,  Srerclary  if  War: 

As  you  approve  of  General  Konaseau's  suggestion  and  views  as  to  the  advantage  of  rais- 
ing an  aitiiitiunal  amount  of  force  of  ten  thousand  men  to  operate  against  the  rebels  from 
this  direuiicin.  I  have  sent  him  to  Washington  with  letters  to  yourself  and  General  B^lleck, 
and  directed  him  to  lay  before  you  the  plan  which  he  hae  of  obtaining  from  thediscipltneil 
tro^ips  TBcently  mustered  out  of  the. service  in  the  east  such  a  mounted  force  as  would 
enable  us  to  command  the  country  south  of  us  and  control  its  resources,  cutoff  i  he  enemy's 
nieans  of  drawing  suppllM  from  the  country,  destroy  his  lines  of  communication,  and 
restore  law  and  order  to  the  entire  country  from  whicii  we  have  expelled  Uie  insurgents — ■ 
a  thing  now  impusf^ihle.  because  no  one  deaiies  to  avow  his  sentiments  for  fear  the  rebel 
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CBTBlry  or  gnerillas  will  wreafc  vengeance  on  him.  At  tlie  expeniie  of  repeftting  wti:it  I 
liave  so  often  laid  before  the  War  Department  when  nrgiug  tlie  necessity  of  oavaUy  arma 
for  the  furce  we  actually  hiid  in  pay,  but  badly  armed  and  mounted,  I  bee  leave  to  3t!ite : 

1st.  An  adequate  cavalry  force  would  have  jtiven  us  control  of  all  Middle  Tennessee, 
with  all  its  forage,  horsss,  cattle  and  mules,  and  driven  the  enemy  fiora  it,  without  the 
hattiB  of  Stone  Elver,  and  re- established  civil  order. 

2d.  It  woold  save  as  five  thousand  infantry  now  guarding  our  lines  of  communication, 
and  the  attendant  expense. 

3d,  We  could  have  destroyed  the  enemy's  lines  of  communication  and  compelled  him 
to  relinquish  EaKt  Tetineasee  and  Ohatlanooga  and  returned  to  Atlanta, 

4th,  We  could  have  developed,  by  giving  protoclion  to  the  Unioo  sentiment,  which 
does  not  manifest  itself  much  beyond  the  limits  of  oar  infantry  lines,  for  fear  of  CJlliog 
down  the  vengeance  of  the  rebel  cavalry  and  guerillas,  whose  superior  numbers  and 
knowledge  of  the  country  have  hitherto  given  almost  exclusive  control  of  it.  As  we 
advance  we  shall  have  the  same  condition  of  things  renewed  on  our  front,  and  must  take 
with  us  asnperioc  cavalry  force  toicBureaucceBs.  We  should,  mureover,  require  additiitnal 
mounted  force  to  control  the  country,  protect  the  roada  in  our  rear,  exturminate  guerillas, 
and  give  confidence  to  the  population,  who  will  then  readily  furnish  iis  with  supplies  and 
give  us  information  that  will  aid  as  to  put  down  brigandage,  and  thus  relieve  us  from  the 
necessities  of  detachments  of  infantry  guards  at  maa.y  points  where  otherwise  they  will  be 
indispensbale.  The  importance  of  General  Bonsseau's  mission  may  be  inferred  from  the 
Tulue  I  attach  to  oavulry  force  to  operute  in  connesion  with  this  army.  To  all  fkcsi  uaes 
of  cavalry  1  will  add  another  no  less  important.  Should  we  succeed  in  disorganizing  the 
enemy's  force,  a  powerful  cavalry  turce  will  enable  us  to  harass  and  destroy  his  commu- 
nications, and  thus  make  him  an  easy  prey. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S    K0SECR4NS,  M<yor  General. 

WiNciiESTsa,  Jiiitt  20,  1863, 
Qhnkiim:  When  General  Rousseau  was  in  Washington  last  winter  he  laid  before  the 
War  Department  the  immense  advantage  of  having  a  large  mounted  force  to  operate 
against  the  rebels  in  these  I'egions.  He  says  the  plan  was  looked  upon  with  favor,  but  as 
spet^y  snccena  and  ePSoient  service  involved  the  taking  one  division  of  Infanfcry  from  this 
army,  it  whs  not  deemed  expedient  to  order  itintoexecutioa.  ThelofBes  and  delays  which 
have  attended  the  operations  of  this  army  since  I  assumed  command  have  been  so  fre- 
quently presented  to  you  and  the  War  Department  that  I  deem  it  proper  merely  to  allude 
to  them,  and  to  say  that  the  increasing  area  covered  by  our  operations,  the  extension  of 
our  lines  of  communication,  as  well  as  the  great  advantages  to  be  reaped  from  the  proper 
use  of  cavalry  on  the  enemy's  lines  of  communication,  his  supply  trains  and  foraging 
parties,  render  an  increase  of  our  mounted  force  more  than  ever  deaicahle.  It  is  also 
i-fi.<entlal  to  enable  us  to  command  the  forage  and  subsistence  which  the  country  can 
furnish.  Before  we  can  expect  the  iohabitanta  of  the  country  to  show  any  disposition  to 
supply  us.  we  most  be  able  to  give  them  reasoaible  assurance  of  protection  against  the 
rebel  cavalry  and  guerillas. 

Had  we  bei-n  able  to  do  this,  it  would  have  changed  entirely  the  military  and  poliWcal 
iispec's  of  Tennessee,  and  the  rebels  could  have  been  driven  from  it  last  autumn  without 
a  battle.  General  Rousseau,  with  the  approval  of  General  Thomas,  auggestfd  that  with 
the  large  number  of  disciplined  trw)ps  recently  mustered  oat  of  service  in  the  east  it  would 
bo  e^y  to  raise  ten  thousand  men  for  mounted  service.  Deeming  the  attainment  of  auoh 
a  resalt  of  the  hiifh.'st  moment,  and  believing  that  if  the  plan  should  be  approved  General 
BoiiESBau  would  be  able  to  rendi-r  more  efficient  service  incarrylogit  out  than  in  any  other 
possible  way,  I  order  him  to  Washington  to  lay  the  matter  before  jou  and  the  War  De- 
pai'tment  for  such  HCtion  as  may  be  deemed  best. 
Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  seivant, 

W.  S,  KOSECEANS,  M,ijor  General,  Commmdrng. 
Major  General  H,  W.  Haileck, 

CMinxmder-in-Chitf. 

Win  It  A  f,      4,  1863. 

Major  General  IIalleck,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Your  despatch  ordering  me  to  move  forward  without  further  delay  report  ng  the  movement 
of  each  corps  until  I  cross  the  Tennessee,  ia  recdved.  As  1  ha  e  been  detu  in  ned  to  cress 
the  river  as  soon  as  practicabie,  and  have  been  making  all  prepa  at  ns  and  ge  tmg  such  infoc- 
ation  as  may  enable  me  to  do  so,  without  heing  dnven  back  1  Ite  Hooke  I  n  ish  to  know 
if  your  order  is  iuteniied  to  take  away  my  discretion  as  to  the  time  and  manner  ot  moving  my 
troops. 

W.  S.  EOSECEAKS,  M^or  General. 

;,oogic 
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WiKCHESTER,  Tess.,  Augast  7,  1803. 
Majov  General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Your  despatch  received.  I  can  only  repeat  theaesiirance^iven before  tJieiasiie  of  tlie  order. 
TMb  anny  shall  move  with  all  the  despatch  compatible  with  the  saoceiSBfal  execution  you 
wish.  We  are  press5ne  everything  to  bring  np  forage  for  onr  animals ;  tlie  present  rolling 
stock  of  the  road  will  hardly  suffice  \o  keen  us  day  by  day  here,  but  I  huve  bought  fifty- 
more  fieight  cars,  which  are  arriving.     Will  advise  you  ddly. 

W.  8.  EbaECEANS,  Majer  Genera/. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Stevenson,  Aagnst  33,  !ti63. 
Major  General  Hallegk,  Waahington,  D.  C.  .- 

Corps  remaiu  same.  Crittenden's  advance  occupies  Poe's  tavern  and  a  point  six  miles 
from  Chattanooga.  Wildar's  report,  received  toniay,  confiime  last  night's  ropoit;  hesaj'sho 
sunk  one  of  tie  steamboats,  dam^^  the  other.  Our  loss  one  wounded,  four  hoieea  killed. 
Kebels  hold  the  fords  and  ferries  from  Washington,  down  to  Shell  Monnd,  which  we  seized 
''"'  -'  '  '  Means  of  crossing  getting  ready.  Wilder  reports,  saw  enemy  take  away  nine 
one  trfun,  two  hauling  the  rest;  thinks  they  aie  evacaaiing  Chattanooga.   I  think 

W.  S.  KOSECEANS,  Mnjor  &:mral 

E.  S.  THOMS,  A.D.  C. 

Stevenson,  August^,  1863— II, 50 p.  m. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Nothing  further  from  the  left,  except  that  enemy  are  reported  as  having  ra 
adea  to  lilythe's  ferry,  Teuntiasee.  p-""."  -u^^^-^a  ^..l-^;.^.^  *w.vY^  Tin-^nt,^Aa 
know  if  Grant  is  to  do  anything  to  oee 

W.  S.  EOSEGKAKS,  Major  General. 
OfBciul ; 

E.  8.  THOMS,  A.  D.  C. 

Head  HI!  arte  lis  Department  of  the  Cumbeuland, 

Steccnaon,  A«gast  B9,  1863. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Washmglon,  D.  C. : 

Pontoon  bridge  across  at  Coperton's  terry;  twobrigadeaover;  cavalryfordedattwo  places, 
Biannan'a  advance  crossed  at  Battle  creek  ;  E^nolds's  advance  at  Shell  Mound.    B«])ort3 
not  in  yet,  but  suppose  we  have  one  hundred  pnaouera ;    no  flghtint  to  amount  to  anytliing, 
W.  S.  E08ECBANS,  Major  General. 
Official : 

H.  8.  THOMS,  A.  D.  C. 

Headquarters  Departmekt  of  tub  Ciimberi.and, 

Sleveason,  Alabama.,  Sepleaiber  S,  1SC3. 
Major  General  HALLBcaf,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Our  trestle  gave  way  at  the  Bridgeport  bridge  this  afternoon,  and  seven  hundred  feet  of 
bridge  fell  into  water;  no  loss,  save  one  mule  and  damage  to  contents  of  a  few  wagons.  All 
Sheridan's  ^vision  and  his  artillei'y  had  passed  over  before  the  aeddent.  Crittenden's  corps 
is  uroBsing  in  boats,  and  MeCook's  inmntry  advance  has  probably  reached  Valley  Head. 
The  cav^iy  will  reach  Eawllnsville  by  to-morrow  night.  Burnside's  position  from  you  is 
all  we  liave,  save  rebel  rumors  that  he  has  Knoxville.  If  he  is  not  much  involved,  I  think 
our  move  will  wholly  relieve  him. 

W.   S.  EOSECEANS,  Major  General. 

Heaikjuauteus  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Slenenson,  Alabama,  Scpiiiiebcr  '.i,  iSES. 
Major  General  Haileck,  Waihiagloit,  D.  C.  : 

The  bridge  was  repaired  to-day  at  noon ;  ti'ains  have  been  passing  over  since  that  time ; 
most  of  the  troops  are  now  over.  Ko  report  from  General  McCook,  who  probably  reaehifd 
Valley  Head  with  his  head  division  to-day,  and  possibly  has  seiaed  Winston's  gap  ;  none 
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from  the  cavftlry  ftt  Bawlineville.  Have  you  any  news  from  Bumside !  any  reason  to  tHnk 
ioicw.'s  will  be  sent  from  Vifginia  to  East  TenneBsee ;  any  that  Johneton  has  sent  any  fore* 
up  this  waj-f  Thomas  will  neat  Treaton,  McCook  at  Valley  Head,  and  Crittenden  between 
Wliitaside  and  Trenton,  communicating  with  Thomas  to-morrow  night.  We  shall  seize  the 
gaps  ia  Lookout  mountain  at  Flick's  and  Winston's,  while  we  threaten  Chattanooga  by 
the  river  road. 

W.  S.  ROSECKAN8,  Mnjcr  General 

Cave  Sprinu,  SeplembcT  5,  1863, 
H.  W.  HaLLBCK,  GenBTol-m-Chii:/,   Washington,  D.  C: 

Except  one  division,  (opposite  Chattanooga,)  14th,  90th,  and  31st  army  corps,  are  now 
araoss  the  river;  by  to-morrow  ni^bt  tbey  will  be  iu  position  in  Lookout  valley,  extending 
from  Eawlinsville  to  within  six  miles  of  Chattanooga,  The  rebels  prepai-ed  a  pontoon  bridge 
at  Chattanooga  last  night,  with  the  apparent  inttntjon  of  crossing.  I  have  ordered  General 
Granger  to  bring  up  all  the  available  reserves  to  Bridgeport  and  Stevenson,  leaving 
minimum  garrison  at  all  posts. 

W.  S.  ROSECEANS,  Major  General. 
Official : 

J.  A.  GARFIELD,  Brigadier  General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

HEADCiUAS.T£«.S   DEPARTMEST  OP  THE  CUMBERLAND, 

TrentOtt,  Georgia,  September  6,  1863. 
II.  W.  Hallbck,  Geaeral-in-Cki^,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

I  reached  this  place  to-day.  Crittenden  has  pushed  up,  near  the  point  of  Iiookout  moun- 
tain ;  enemy  still  in  force  in  Chattanooga,  tlireatening  to  cross  the  river.  All  reports  concur 
that  Johnston  and  Breckinridge  are  with  Bragg.  Buekner  is  closing  down,  and  has  de- 
stroyed the  bridge  at  Loudon.  Enemy  attempting  to-day  to  obstruct  passes  of  Lookont 
iiiounteln;  some  skirmishing  at  Davis  s  gap:  twelve  I'ebels  captured.  Lookout  mountiua 
\n  a  formidable  mountain,  even  more  so  than  Raccoon,  (just  crossed,)one  thousand  feet  high, 
and  but  threo  passes  in  forty  miles.    No  word  from  Bnmside. 

W.  8.  ROSECEANS,  Major  General. 
Official : 

J.  A.  GARFIELD.  Brigadier  General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

HBADtlUAHTERS  DEPARTMENT  OP  'rHE  CUMBERLAND, 

Trenton,  Georgia,  SeptemberT,  1863. 
Major  Genera!  llALLECK,  Washington,  D.C.: 

Your  despatch  of  yesterday  received  with  surprise.  You  have  been  often  and  fully  advised 
that  Ihc  nature  of  the  uuunfry  makes  it  impossible  tor  this  army  to  prevent  Johnston  from 
coinliining  with  Bragg.  When  orders  for  an  advance  of  the  army  were  made,  it  must  have 
been  known  that  those  two  rebel  forces  would  combine  against  it,  and  to  sonie  extent  choose 
their  place  of  fighting  us.  This  has  doubtless  been  done,  and  Buekner,  Bragg  and  Joimston 
are  all  near  Chattanooga-  The  movement  on  East  Tennessee  was  independent  of  mine. 
Your  apprehensions  are  just,  and  the  legitimate  consequences  of  yoiii  orders.  The  best  that 
tan  now  be  done  is  for  IJnmside  to  close  his  cavalry  down  on  our  left,  supporting  it  with  his 
infautiy,  and,  refusing  his  left,  threaten  the  enemy  without  getting  into  his  grasp,  wlule  we 
get  him  in  our  giip  and  elranglo  him  or  perish  in  tbe  attempt. 

W.  8.  EOSECEANS,  Major  General. 

Oifidal; 

C,  GODDAED,  A.  A.  G. 

Trebtos,  Geobgia,  September  9,  1863. 
5Iajov  General  Halleck,  General-in-Chief,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

I  did  not  in  my  last  tele^'aph  lay  enough  stress  on  uniting  Bnmside's  cavalry  With  mine. 
The  two  combined  can  coutrol  tlie  country  far  into  the  interior  and  prevent  the  enemy  from 
giilhering  the  crops.     I  would  respectfully  urge  this  upon  your  attention. 

W.  S.  E0SECRAM8,  Major  General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 

Chattanooga,  September  lil,  1863 — 13  m. 
Miyor  General  HaLLEck,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Hurlbiit  despatches  that  the  conntiy  south  of  Corinth  is  full  of  r^nlar  cavalry.  He  is  in- 
duciid  to  lji;iiE)ve  that  a  general  movement  of  all  the  available  force  of  the  enemy  is  being  made 
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on  tiiis  army.  Hurlbut  ought  to  coyer  that  flunk.  It  \s  rfipovted  from.  Bflvoral  somcea  IliLit 
even  Loriag's  division  lias  been  moved  up  and  is  at  Atlanta.  Buroeide  ought  ti)  i^ewi  liia 
infaatiy  down  in  this  direction.  The  enemy  lias  concentrated  at  Lal'ayetle  and  attached  one 
of  Thomas's  columns  in  the  Chicltamaugn  vaEey,  west  of  Dug  gap,  compelling  it  to  fall  back 
to  Slevens'a  gap. 

W.  S.  B0SECEAN8,  Major  Geneml. 
OIBcial : 

J.  P.  UEOUILLAED,  C>i.ptain  and  A.  D.   C. 


Headquarters  Dkpaktmbnt  of  th 

Chattanooga,  Septemlrer  12,  1B63— i2  m. 
Migor  General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

1  think  it  would  be  very  unwise  in  present  attitude  of  ftffiiirs  for  General  Burnside  to  make 
any  move  In  direction  of  North  Carolina;  it  would  leave  my  left  flank  entirely  unprotected 
and  open  tlie  way  into  Kentucky ;  all  forces  sbould  now  bo  uoQcentrated  in  this  direcdon.  I 
troEt  I  am  euffieient  ibr  the  enemy  novr  in  my  &ont,  bnt  should  he  fall  back  to  the  line  of  the 
Coosa,  the  roads  from  there  are  ahoct  and  comparatively  good  to  tbe  Tennessee,  where  it  is  ne- 
cessary for  me  to  cross  two  ranges  of  monnlAlns  over  very  bairen,  rough  and  di&cult  roads  to 
reach  the  Tennessee,  and  then  move  foim  3U  to  50  miles  to  reach  the  flank  of  a  column, 
moving  from  Gunter's  landing  or  Whit^burg  on  KaahYille.  It  is  desirable  to  have  that  av- 
enue shut  up.     Cannot  you  send  a  force  from  the  army  of  Tennessee  to  do  it. 

W.  S.  EOSEORANB,  Major  Gimral. 
OfSeial : 

G.  S.  THOMS,  Cujtiotn  ani  A.  D.  C. 

Heiadquarters  Departmbbt  of  the  Cumberland, 

Near  Gordon's  Mill,  Georgia,  September  lH,  1S63. 
Major  General  Halleck,  IFaskingtou,  D.  C: 

From  information  derived  itara  vai'ious  sourees  from  my  front,  I  have  reason  to  believe 
what  yon  assert  in  your  despatch  of  yesterday,  4.  30  p.  m,  is  true,  and  (hat  they  have  mrivti,! 
at  Atlanta  at  last.    Push  Burnside  down. 

"W.  S.  EOSECiJANS. 
Official : 

r,  S.  liOND,  Major  and  A.  D.  C. 


Major  General  HalleCK,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Everything  indicates  that  the  enemy  are  determined  to  make  every  effort  to  overthrow 
this  army.  What  we  need  most  is  to  have  our  flanks  well  covered.  You  do  not  say  huw 
soon  Hurlbut  is  to  move.  Please  advise  what  ordeis  lie  has  received,  and  from  whence  he  is 
to  draw  subsistecee.  Even  a  movement  in  Tuacumbia  valley  would  be  of  great  importance 
at  this  time.  Enemy  demonsti'ating  on  our  front  now.  We  occupy  line  of  West  Chieka- 
manga ;  our  cavalry  on  right  covers  Stevens's  gap, 

W.  S.  EOSECEAHS,  Major  General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cvmbeland, 

Septemi/er  19,  18S3— 3  p.  m. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C.  .- 

We  have  jnst  concluded  a  terrific  day's  fighUng  and  have  another  in  prospect  for  to-morrow. 
The  enemy  attempted  to  turn  our  left,  but  his  design  was  anticipatea,  and  aufiieiBnt  force 
placed  there  to  render  his  attempt  abortive.  The  number  of  our  killed  is  considerable ;  that  of 
onr  wounded  very  heavy.  The  enemy  was  greatly  our  superior  in  numbers;  among  our 
prisouei-s  are  men  from  some  thirty  regiments;  we  have  taken  two  cannon  and  lost  seven  (7.) 
The  acmy  ia  in  excellent  condition  and  spirits,  ao<t  by  the  blessing  of  Providence  the  defeat  of 
the  enemy  will  be  total  to  morrow.  The  battle-ground  WM  densely  wooded,  and  its  surface 
irregular  and  difficult.     We  could  make  but  little  use  of  oar  artillery. 

W.  S.  EOSECEAHS, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

CuATTASOtiGA,  September  Si,  1863. 
To  the  President  of  lite  Vnited  States : 

After  two  days  of  the  severest  fighting  I  ever  witnessed,  our  right  centre  was  beaten.  The 
left  held  it-s  position  until  sunset.     Our  loss  is  heavy,  and  our  troops  worn  down.    The  enemy 
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roctiived  heavy  re-enforcements.  Every  man  of  ours  was  in  action  on.  Sunday,  and  all  but 
oiiu  brigade  on  Saturday.  Nitnibtjr  of  our  wouuded  iai'ge,  compared  with  thiit  of  the  killed. 
We  took  prisoners  fiom  two  divisions  of  Longstreet.  We  have  no  certainty  of  holding  our 
position.  If  Bnrnside  could  come  immediately,  it  would  be  well ;  otherwise  he  may  not  be 
able  to  join  ua  unless  be  comes  on  the  west  aide  of  the  river. 

W.  S.  EOSECRANS,  Major  General. 


MOItUISTOWN,  SeplembeT  21,  1863. 
General  Hallecr: 

Your  despatch  of  the  20th  received.  Before  I  knew  of  the  necessity  of  sendingimmediate 
Bssiatftnee  to  Bosecrans,  I  had  eent  a  considerable  portion  of  my  force  to  capture  or  drive  out 
a  large  force  of  the  enemy  under  General  Sam  Jones,  stationed  at  the  road  from  Bristol 
to  Jonesboro,  which  amounts  to  at  least  1,000  men.  I  had  an  ample  force  on  the  way  to 
have,  in  all  probability,  accompliahed  this  object  quicklj,  when  the  ursent  despatches  from 
Eosecrans  and  yourself  caused  me  to  send  back  Brigadier  (Jenetal  Whicks's  divisions  and 
Colonel  Woolford's  brigade  of  cavalry  with  orders  to  move  as  rapidly  as  possible  until  they 
joined  Eoseerans's  left  flank.  Colonel  Byid  was  ordered  to  Athens  with  his  cavah'y  brigatie ; 
soon  after  occupied  Knoxville,  and  was  afterwards  ordered  to  send  a  portion  of  his  force  to 
Cleveland,  which  he  did,  but  was  driven  out  of  there  three  days  ^o.  Colonel  Woolford's 
brigadejoininghim  will  increase  the  force  to  over  thi'ee  thousand  men,  but  they  are  now 
or^red  to  move  down  at  once  and  attack  Forrest,  who  is  s£ud  to  be  occupying  Cleveland. 
There  is  great  difficulty  in  crossing  forces  aljove  the  Holston,  as  we  have  no  pontoon  bridge 
ready  yet.  One  is  being  built  at  Loiidon,  which  will  befinishedinadayot  two,  afier  which 
troops  can  cross  and  recross  rapidly.  General  White's  inlantry  division  will  follow  down  to 
support  hJB  cavalry  aa  rapidly  as  possible.  The  advance  of  the  9th  army  corps  will  be  here 
to-night,  and  will  be  at  once  put  in  motion  down  the  road.  The  force  under  Jones,  at  Zolli- 
coSer,  is  over  6,000,  and  I  have  bat  about  that  number  opposed  to  him.    Nothing  but  provost 

fuaj-ds  are  left  at  Knoxville,  Loudon,  and  this  place.  All  the  ibrce  at  Cumberland  gap  will 
e  brought  down ;  I  have  not  left  a  single  guard  at  my  lines.  When  you  remember  thesize 
of  our  force,  the  amount  of  work  which  it  h»s  had  to  do,  and  the  length  of  line  occupied, 
you  will  not  be  suvpnsad  that  I  have  not  helped  Boaeerans ;  more  pardeularly,  as  I  was  fully 
impressed  with  the  truth  of  the  statement  liiat  Bragg  was  in  full  retreat.  It  has  not  seemed 
possible  for  me  Buceessfully  to  withdraw  my  force  from  the  presence  of  Jones  until  we 
should  be  beaten  back  or  captured ;  yet  upon  the  receipt  of  your  despatch,  if  it  were  possible 
'  lecrans  within  three  or  four  days,  I  would  make  the 

too  late,  order  every  available  man  in  that  direction. 
1  am  sure  inai  i  am  aisposeu  co  give  mm  eveij  possible  assistance.  1  sincerely  hope  he  will 
be  able  at  least  to  check  the  enemy  for  seven  or  eight  days,  within  which  time  I  will  be  able 
to  make  a  considerable  diversion  in  his  ftivor.  I  hope  my  action  will  meet  with  the  approval 
of  the  deitartuieuL 

A.  E.  BUENSIDE,  Major  Gemral. 

Chattakooga,  September  31,  18G3. 
Major  General  IIalleck,  Washington  : 

A  man  of  company  C,  Tennessee  artiliery,  deserted  fi'om  Mobile  September  I.  When  he 
Icf^  garrison  was  but  —  Alabama  regiments  and  three  batteries,  one  of  six  guns,  two  of  four 
guns,  and  two  hundred  cavalry.  Joe  Johnston's  anny  all  came  here,  except  one  division. 
Nineteen  forts  around  city,  mounting  three  si^^e  guus  each,  33-pounders  and  larger,  besides 
three  field  guns  two  miles  down  bay  from  city;  tlnee  batteries  heavy  guns;  two  rams  in  bay, 
six  heavy  guns  each.  On  Ponsacola  aide,  three  batteries  heavy  guns:  forts  all  manned. 
Saw  colonel  and  lieutenant  colonel  from  Little  Hock  ;  aaid  Arkansas  army  was  very  much 
demoralized;  they  sud  Bragg  would  not  hold  Chattanooga,  but  draw  Eosecrans  across  the 
river  and  overwhelm  him  wiu  uumbei's;  said  if  lebela  were  auccessftl  at  Chattanooga  their 
cause  would  be  greatly  encouraged  ;  if  whipped  there  and  at  Charleston,  confederacy  was 
gone.  Three  thousand  home  guards  were  at  Mubile.  Officers  said  they  feared  they  would 
turu  agaiust  them  if  place  were  attacked  ;  home  guards  and  Tennessee  batteiy  aaid  they  would 
not  fire  a  shot  if  they  could  help  it;  force  at  Mobile  fear  advance  by  Banka  ;  one  division  of 
Johnston's  army  between  Meridian  and  Selma,  ready  to  go  to  Mobile  or  Chattanooga,  as  re- 
quired; five  thousand  cavalry  at  Pollard,  Alabama,  to  guard  against  raids ;  no  other  force 
beyond  there  between  Atlauta  and  Montgomery.  JThere  ai'e  three  floating  batteries  iti  harbor 
of  Mobile,  well  manned :  if  necessary,  they  intend  to  sink  them  to  ol>atruct  the  navigation ; 
new  breech-loading  WhitworUi  gun  on  point  near  Fort  Morgan. 

W  S.  EOSECRANS,  Major  General. 
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A.LKooln,  PresidcTit: 

We  hold  this  point,  and  cannot  h«  dislodged  eK«ept  by  \ety  smwrior  immbers  and  afler  a 
gjcat  Ijttttle.  Ininiadiate  diaposition  sboula  be  made  for  covering  our  uommuni cation  by 
oideriug  down  eveij  available  man  from  Kentucky  to  Bridgeport  and  Stevenson,  and  having 
all  le-enfoiceinenta  you  can  send  hurried  up. 

W.  S.  EOSECRAHS,  Major  General. 
Official  -. 

FRANK  S.  BOKD,  A.  D.  C. 

HEATHJUAUTRUS  DBFAHTareNT   OF  THE  CUMBERLAND, 

Chtitlanooga,  Septeviher  27,  1863. 
Major  General  Hallbck,  Waskmgtoa : 

The  enemy  is  in  om- front,  out  of  cannon  range,  three  CO  i-ps,  the  fourth  out  towards  Tynera  ; 
no  news  from  Burnaide ;  every  effort  being  majie  to  secure  our  communications.  Report  of 
Ruddy  and  Jesae  Forrest,  with  four  or  five  thousand  cavaliy,  in  vicinity  of  Fort  Doualson ; 
cannot  the  CorintU  mounted  force  look  alter  them  1  What  are  fbe  orders  of  the  troops  from 
Grant :  which  way  will  they  come  ;  cannot  they  push  head  of  column  to  Athens,  Alabama, 
immediaiely)  Please  answer  soon,  stating  what  can  be  done  to  cover  the  flank  of  our  rail- 
road line  fiom  Eoody  and  Forrest,  and  others  in  West  Tennessee,     No  more, 

W.  S.  EOdECEANS,  Major  General. 

Chattanooga,  September  W,  1863. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Washington.  D.  C,  : 

I  would  not  advise  the  withdrawal  of  our  forces  from  East  Tennessee.  Kingston  should 
be  strongly  garrisoned,  the  bulk  of  the  troops  concentj'alefl  for  moveuieat  in  any  direction, 
and  csvalij  thrown  this  way  to  co-operate  with  us.  If  tbrces  from  Mississippi  and  Potomac 
reach  us  soon,  and  with  the  especied  strength,  it  will  be  sufficient  for  our  success.  It  is  now 
too  late  for  Bumside  \>i  do  more  than  protect  our  flank,  but  his  forces  shonld  he  held  in  readi- 
ness to  Lelu  us  in  case  of  emergency.     Do  not  hear  from  Grant's  troops. 

W.  S.  E08ECKAN8,  Major  General 

Headijijartehs  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  Se-ptemher  W,  1863. 
General  HaLLBck  : 

Please  send  tbe  infantry  by  brigade  as  fast  as  po'^sible ;  let  the  arlillery  follow  at  leisure. 
The  great  poiut  is  to  have  troops  at  Stevenson  and  Bridgeport,  to  secure  those  points  and  tiie 
iiiiliottd.  We  can  hold  this  point  if  we  can  keep  up eominnni cation  and  supplies.  Hui'lbuc 
must  secure  ue  from  an  advauce  from  Rome  by  Governor  Brown. 

W.  8.  EOSECEAKS,  Major  General. 

Headquakteus  Depaktmbkt  of  vm  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  1,  1863. 
Major  General  Hallecr,  IVaEhington,  D.  C. : 

All  quiet  here.  Enemy  on  our  front.  Our  wounded  coming'  in.  Raining  heavily,  Eiver 
begins  to  rise.  Roads  will  be  awful.  Enemy's  cavalry  forced  passage  at  several  points  be- 
low Kingston;  thought  to  be  moving  towaids  McMinnviiiB.  Anothercavaliy  cclumncrossed 
below  Quuter'a  landing,  reported  at  New  Market  yesiwday ;  they  will  aim  tfl  destroy  the 
railroad  communication.  Our  cavalry  ooucentrated  to  oppose  the  column  between  us  and 
Kingston.  As  I  often  advised,  more  mounted  force  will  be  needful  to  cover  an  advance, 
or  even  hold  our  own.  I  must  have  an  able  cavalry  commander  ;  Stanleyis  much  disabled) 
Mitchell  also.  Cannot  yousend  me  JolmBufordI  No  news  from  Sherman.  Despatches 
trom  Burnside,  dated  yesterday  afternoon  at  Kuosville  ;  no  mention  made  of  movement  of 
enemy  now  between  ns.  Regret  be  did  not  move  bis  eavaliy,  as  I  suggested,  between  his 
right  and  ot^r  left ;  he  says  he  will  soon  move  according  to  programme  subjained,  but  noth- 
iuif  subjoined  came :  says  it  has  been  submitted  to  you. 

W.  S.  E0SECEAN8,  Major  General. 

IlEADHU.lRTEnS  DePAKTMENT  OF  TEE  CUMBEBLAND, 

Chattanooga,  October  H,  liMi'S-^il.'.i'J  a.  m. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Despatch  about  Bmnside  reteived ;  no  news  leceiyed  from  him  since  the  first.  Rebel  cav* 
alvy  took  McMinnville  on  fourth,  crossed  the  railroad  between  Duck  river  an^'Mntfr^pl. 
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boro,  and  sacked  Shplbyyille  on  the  Ist.  General  Hooker'a  diBposition  of  infantry  prom- 
ises to  secure  Jiiost  vital  poinfa  of  railroad.  Rebels  tore  up  rails  near  Wartrace  and  vieinity 
and  burned  trestle-bridge  of  consideiuble  tnaguitude.  Jntchell,  witti  the  cavalry,  overtook 
rebels  yesterday  morning  near  Slielbyville.  Reported  killed,  one  bnndi'edi  captared,  two 
hundred,  and  three  pieces  of  artillery,  and  in  hot  pursuit.  Enemv  has  superior  numbei-s  and 
better  burses  i  our  men  the  morale,  aided  by  the  li'efihcavftlry  on  the  railroad.  Hope  weshall 
irreparably  damage  them  ;  enemy  efill  on  our  front.    No  news  from  Sherman. 

W.  S.  EOSECRANS,  major  Oeneral. 

R,  S.  THOMS,  Captain  and  A.  D.  C. 
HeAnnuARTEKs  Department  op  the  Cwmberlasd, 

Vhattaaooga,   October  4,  ie63— 1  p.  m. 
Miyor  General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C.  ■■ 

Following  despatcbes  were  sent  to  Bumaide  :  3  div. — 11;  September  30 — 13;  September 
30 1  October  2.  This  morning  I  receiyed  the  Jbllowing,  October  4,  (book  lei.  rec'd. )  What 
more  he  could  espect  fiom  me  to  induce  him  to  move,  ot  what  I  may  hope  &om  him  in  covering' 
my  left  flank,  after  all  this,  1  cannot  fell.  By  his  failnre  hitlierto  to  close  to  ourleft,  we  have 
lost  four  hundred  wagons  and  a  large  number  of  our  mules,  and  the  post  of  McMinuville,  a 
train  of  eleven  ears,  and  what  othei'  mischief  they  will  yet  do.  I  fear  he  will  not  assist  us  in 
pursoiiig  the  rebels,  who  are  in  heavy  force,  and  doubtless  mean  lo  do  all  possible  mischief  to 
the  railroad,  and  sweep  arcnnd  on  Bnmside's  communication  and  come  ontinEastTenneasoe 

"^"^"''  W.  S.  EOSECEANS,  Major  General. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

ChvUenoogu,  October  11,  1863. 
Major  General  Halleck,  WasMngton,  D.  C. : 

Our  cavalry  pushing  rebels  ;  have  not  heard  from  them  for  two  days.  Roddy  with  1,000 
mounted  rebels  attacked  the  tunnel  guards  near  Cowan  i  succor  from  Stevenson  repulsed 
them ;  Hooker  thinks  they  would  try  to  join  Wheeler.  Rebel  rumors  are  that  the  head  of 
Ewell'e  oolnmn  reached  Dalton  yesterday;  will  know  by  to-morrow.  Rebels  deeply  feel 
the  ueeesaity  of  retaking  this  place.  No  news  from  Sherman ;  are  hia,  or  any  other  troops, 
really  coming  to  this  army? 

W.  S.  EOSECEANS,  Major  General. 
Official. 

E.  8.  THOMS,  Captain  and  A.  D.  C. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

ChatiuHooga,  October  12,  181«— 3  p.  m. 
Hon.  A,  Lincoln,  President  United  States : 

Line  from  here  to  Kingston  is  long ;  our  side  is  barren  mountmn ;  rebel  side  has  rfdkoad. 
Onr  dangei'  is  snbsistence  ;  we  cannot  bring  up  Hooker  to  cover  our  left  agoiust  a  crossing 
above  ns,  for  want  of  means  to  tiansport  provisions  and  horse-feed.  Enemy's  side  of  valley 
full  of  corn.  Eveiy  exertion  will  be  made  to  hold  what  we  have  and  gain  more,  after  whiiJi 
we  must  put  om"  triist  in  God,  who  never  fails  those  who  truly  tniat. 

W.  S.  EOBECRANS,  Major  General. 

Headquahters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

ChattanoBga,  October  13,  186^—^  p.  m. 
Major  General  Halleck,  WaskingtoK,  D.  C: 

Despatches  received.  Reported  enemy  building  pontoons  near  here.  Jeff.  Davis  was  here 
on  the  loth.  We  walch  the  river  high  up,  but  cannot  extend  to  Kingston  without  great 
danger.  Buraaide  ought  to  hold  Kingston  with  strong  tbrtificationa  and  substantial  gar- 
riaon— cavalry  to  cover  the  river  below.  Kingston  should  be  the  lost  point  of  East  Tennes- 
see Bunenderod,  except  the  Cumberland  gap.  From  there  onr  forces  can  act  in  better  con- 
cert than  from  any  other  point  by  the  Cuinbei-lund.  Mill  Spring,  when  water  is  up,  has  a 
good  line  of  retreat,  aud  commands  London,  No  time  should  be  lost  in  tliis  matter.  No 
ftirther  news  from  cavalry  raid  ur  out  cavalry, 

W.  8.  EOSECEANS,  Major  General. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  13,  186^—7.30 p.  m. 
Major  General  Hallecr,  Woshingtati,  D.  C. ; 

Jeff,  Davis  waa  on  onr  front  Saturday  and  Sunday.  He  told  the  troops  he  would  give 
them  30,000  re-enforcemeots;  he  would  saciifice  Richmond  and  Charleston  before  he  would 
lose  this  place,  and  bid  them  be  of  good  cheer  ;  they  should  be  in  Kentuckjtby  Novambcr. 
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Some  itt-oufbrcemcnts  are  now  arriving  at  Daltoo,  and  oue  aiTision  of  Vioksburg  piisonerB, 
UH-ior  Steveiison,  is  on  our  front.  A  desevter,  one  of  tha  Jackson  prisoners,  had  a  paper 
eending'  him  to  duty,  alleging  his  parole  to  have  been  irregular.  They  are  building' pontoons. 
Eaining  very  steadily. 

W.  S.  KOSECRANS,  Mojot  Geaerai. 

Hbadqtjabters  Depabtment  of  the  Cumberland, 

Chattanooga,  October  15,  1863. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

It  is  of  prime  necessity  that  we  should  have  an  efficient  and  able  chief  of  cavalry,  and  that 
every  possible  exertion  should  be  made  to  swell  our  mounted  force.  I  fear  that  rebel  cavalry 
force  has  crossed  the  river  west  of  ns,  and  without  serious  damage.  We  must  have  mounted 
force  to  keep  it  in  check,  or  it  will  paraljae  this  army,  and  compel  it  to  retire  from  its  position, 

W.  S.  EOSECEANS. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Comberland, 

Chailanooga,  October  15,  1863—1  p,  m. 
Major  General  Halleck,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

If  Sherman  is  to  give  us  any  real  help,  his  force  must  not  be  more  remote  than  Athens. 
All  the  rebel  cavalvy  that  can  be  spai'ed  from  vidette  duty  is  on  that  flank,  and  they  will 
overpower  and  wear  otirs  oat,  unless  we  have  increased  mounted  force  soon. 

W.  S.  EOSECEANS,  Major  General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cuhbehlasd, 

CkaUanooga,  October  16,  1863—5,30  p,  m. 
Major  General  Hallecr,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Evidence  increases  that  the  enemy  inleud  a  desperate  effort  to  destroy  this  army.  They 
are  bringing  up  troops  to  our  &ont.  They  have  prepared  pontoons  and  will  probah]j  operate 
on  our  left  Hank,  either  to  clmss  the  tivei'  and  torce  us  to  quit  this  place  and  fight  them, 
or  lose  our  communication.  They  will  thua  separata  us  fi-om  Bnrnside.  We  cannot  feed 
Hooker's  troops  on  our  left,  nor  can  we  spare  them  from  our  right  depots  and  communica- 
tions ;  nor  has  he  transpoi-tation.  The  rains  have  raised  the  river  and  Inteniipted  our  pon- 
toon bridge  ;  the  roads  are  very  heavy.  Our  future  is  not  bright.  Bad  we  the  r^hoad.  from 
here  tfl  Bridgeport — the  whole  of  Sherman's  and  Hooker's  troops  bronght  np,  we  should  not 
probably  outnumber  tha  enemy.  This  army,  with  its  back  to  barren  mountains,  roads  nar- 
row and  difficult,  while  the  enemy  has  the  railroad  and  the  com  in  his  rear,  ia  at  much  dis- 
Hdvantage.  To  secure  this  position,  at  least,  MeMirmville  should  he  made  a  strong 
fortified  depot ;  Kingston  the  same ;  and  for  ulterior  operadonB,  twenty  or  thirtj^  thousand 
luore  troops  put  into  Tennessee  at  easy  points  l«  cover  theraihoad  and  subsist  until  called  to 
the  front  for  advance  oo  the  enemy.  Additional  cavalry  force  is  indispensable  to  a  good 
future  for  this  army.  Bnrnside  must  be  within  supporting  distance  of  us  ;  if  we  lose  this 
point  his  hold  en  East  Tennessee  is  gone ;  if  we  hold  it,  the  rebs  cannot  make  much  uae  of 
the  conntry  above,  and  we  shall  dispossess  them. 

W.  8.  KOSEOEANS,  Major  General. 


Major  General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief,  Washington,  D.  C. ! 

The  following  despatch  lias  just  been  received  from  Brigadier  General  Crook,  commanding 
2d  cavalry  division,  dated  Eogersville,  Alabama : 

' '  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  chase  is  over,  I  would  have  despatched  you 
from  the  different  points,  hat  the  rebels  left  concealed  parties  along  to  pick  up  any  couriers 
Ihat  I  might  send  back,  and  my  command  was  so  small  that  I  could  not  send  large  parties. 
1  have  hwJ  three  fi^ts  with  the  eoeiny  since  I  left  Sequatobie  valley,  whipping  them  veiy 
badly  each  time.  The  last  battle  ended  at  Fanningion,rennessea,  where  I  tought  Wheeler's 
entire  command  with  only  two  brigades.  I  cut  his  force  in  two,  scaticring  a  large  portion 
of  it,  capturing  four  pieces  of  artillery,  one  thousand  stand  of  sraall-annB,  two  hundred  and 
forty  prisoners,  besides  the  wounded.  As  I  pnsh  on  after  the  enemy  immediately,  I  hava 
not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  number  of  their  killed  and  wounded,  but  it  was  very  heavy ; 
they  were  scattered  over  a  distance  of  fifteen  miles  from  this,  on.  Their  retreat  was  a  perfect 
rout,  fheir  men  deserting  and  straggling  over  the  countiy.  I  pressed  Ihem  with  great  vigor, 
but  their  horses  being  better  than  mine  I  was  only  able  to  come  up  with  a  couple  of  regi- 
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mente  ai  Sngar  creeli,  left  to  detain  me.  I  made  a  clisn^  on  tbem,  captariu^  eome  &(ty  of 
them,  and  ficattering  the  remainder  in  the  mountains.  When  within  eight  miles  of  the  river 
I  Btruek  the  gallop,  ba6  when  I  reached  the  river  I  fonnd  they  had  all  crossed  at  a  foid  some 
tliree  miles  above  Lamb's  feny,  where  tbey  could  eroaa  twelve  abreast.  I  never  saw  troops 
more  damoralized  than  they  were,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  their  loss  in  the  raid  wm  not  leaa 
than  S,000.    No  feais  need  be  enteit^ned  of  their  maldng  another  raid  soon. 

"GEOEGE  CROOK." 


Official : 


"W.  S.  EOSECEANS. 
C.  GODDAED,  A.  A.  G. 


Washikgtoa',  Ajiril  84,  1865. 

General  W.  S.  Eosecrams's  examination  continued. 
By  tlie  chairman : 

Questiou.  At  what  time  did  you  aaaume  coinm.and  of  the  department  of 
Missouri  ? 

Aaswer.  I  assumed  command  of  tlae  department  of  Missouri  on  the  98tii  of 
January,  1864. 

Question,  Please  give  us  an  account,  in  your  own  way,  of  your  administra- 
tion there — all  the  facts  that  you  deem  material. 

Answer,  Immediately  oa  assuming  command  of  the  department,  I  addressed 
myself  to  ascertaining  its  military  and  civil  condition.  I  found  that  St.  Louis' 
was  the  great  depot  for  quartermaster  and  subsistence  stores  for  supplying  our 
aimies  on  the  Mississippi,  Red  river,  in  Kansas  and  the  Indian  territories,  and 
one  of  the  depots  for  supplying  the  army  in  Tennessee.  The  troops  of  the 
department  consisted  of  four  regiments  of  three-year  volunteers,  and  ten  regi- 
ments of  Missouri  State  militia,  so-called  because,  while  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  and  paid  by  the  United  States  as  three-year  volun- 
teers, they  were  not  liable  to  be  taken  out  of  the  State.  There  were  also  at 
the  cavalry  depot  some  three  or  four  regiments  of  three-year  volunteer  cavalry, 
and  it  was  made  a  stopping  place  for  the  veteran  cavalry  going  home  and  re- 
turning from  home  to  the  field.  There  was  also  a  part  of  a  regiment  of  heavy 
ai-tillery,  which  was  in  process  of  organization,  called  the  2d  Missouri  heavy 
artillery.  The  Missouri  State  militia  consisted  of  nine  regiments  of  mounted 
men,  and  one  regiment  of  infantry.  The  mounted  men  supplied  theii  own 
horses.  Orders  were  given,  soon  after  my  arrival,  that  no  more  horses  should 
be  pui-chased  and  supplied  them.  These  troops  were  scattered  over  the  State; 
at  Springfield  and  through  that  district;  at  Eolla  and  through  that  district; 
at  Pilot  Knob,  Cape  Sirardeau,  JefEerson  city,  Sedalia,  Macon  city,  and  St. 
Joseph,  north  of  the  Missouri  river.  There  was  also  a  force  of  Missouri  militia 
called  "  provisionally  enrolled  militia,"  about  2,800  in  number,  on  duty  in 
northwest  Missouri,  They  were  called  by  the  Union  men  "  pawpaw  militia," 
because,  as  they  alleged,  it  was  composed  of  persons  who  had  been  in  the  brush 
aiid  lived  upon  pawpaws,  until  organized  with  other  I'ebels  to  watch  the  Union 

Question.  "Were  they  considered  disloyal  1 

Answer.  They  were  composed  in  a  great  measure  of  disloyal  people,  or 
people  who  had  been  disloyal,  and  quite  a  number  of  them  had  been  in  Price's 
army  and  had  returned.  They  had  been  armed  by  the  State  government,  be- 
cause it  was  alleged  that  the  Union  people  of  the  region  ei&er  perpetrated 
outrages  upon  the  property  of  peaceful  secessionists,  or  permitted  thieves  and 
rascals  to  do  so ;  and  these  men  were  ai-med  in  self-defence  and  pledged  to 
obey  the  laws  of  the  State  and  of  the  United  States.  I  found  that  the  "  paw- 
paw militia"  was  one  of  the  great  objects  of  irritation.  I  found  that  "the 
radicals,"  as  the  ultra  Union  men  were  called,  and  the  rebel  sympathizers  and 
disloyalists  at  the  back  of  the  conser^'atives,  and  using  the  conservatives  when 
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they  eould  as  llieir  mo «tli -piece,  wern  very  mucb  excited  against  each  other. 
The  principal  question  appeared  to  be  whether  tliie  "  pawpaw  militia"  was  to 
be  die  banded,  and,  as  the  eonsei-vativea  alleged,  given  wp  to  violence  and  oiitrage 
or  whether  they  were  to  be  trusted,  and,  as  the  Union  men  alleged,  allowed  to 
domineer  over  the  Union  men  and  keep  tbem  in  subjection.  It  was  believed 
hy  the  Union  men  that  they  intended,  the  moment  tlie  opportuuity  offere.d,  to 
join  the  invading  army,  which  was  expected,  and  had  been  threatened  and 
promised  before  I  arrived  in  MisBouri,  and  was  a  constant  matter  of  expecta- 
tion from  the  time  I  arrived  until  the  invsision  was  conetimmated.  I  heard 
both  sides  veiy  patiently,  and  satisfied  myself  that  the  apprehensions  of  the 
Union  men  in  regard  to  the  ''  pawpaw  militia"  were  well  founded,  I  therefore, 
upon  understanding  the  condition  of  affairs,  immediately  represented  to  the 
government  at  Washington  the  condition  of  affairs,  and  that  in  order  to  pacify 
this  section  of  the  State,  which  was  in  a  state  of  great  excitement,  and  to  pre- 
vent murder  and  bloodshed,  it  was  desirable  tbat  a  regiment  at  least  of  troops 
well  disciplined  and  well  officered,  and  coming  from  some  other  State,  should 
be  sent  to  me.  In  the  mean  time  I  sent  for  the  great  friends  and  leaders  of  the 
"  pawpaws,"  to  say  that  I  would  leave  them  until  I  could  get  troops  of  this 
sort,  provided  their  behavior  warranted  it,  and  1  hoped  they  would  endeavor  to 
prove  that  they  could  be  trusted.  The  government  did  not  assent  to  my  views. 
General  Grant  sent  out  General  Hunt,  under  the  impression  that  there  were 
many  more  troops  in  Missouri  than  we  needed  there.  General  Hnnt  having 
gone  over  the  State,  expressed  to  me  the  belief  that  the  inhabitants  would  be- 
have themselves,  and  that  there  was  no  danger  of  any  outbreak,  and  that  he 
did  not  think  that  even  the  troops  there  were  needed.  In  the  mean  time,  ascertain- 
ing that  the  Union  men  saw  arms  coming  into  north  Missouri  more  plentifully 
than  for  two  or  three  years  previous,  and  that  among  secessionists,  and  that 
in  consequence  of  that  they  began  to  suspect  that  there  was  some  move  on  foot, 
1  took  measures  to  ascertain  what  could  be  the  cause  of  this  purchasing  of  arms 
by  the  rebels,  and  the  secret  movements  into  which  the  Union  men  said  they 
found  it  difficult  to  penetrate.  It  was  not  long  before  I  found  that  there  was 
some  secret  organization  going  on  in  north  Missouri,  in  the  shape  of  lodges ; 
that  the  leaders  of  this  organization  were  rebels,  and  that  they  met  in  Union  set- 
tlements and  in  remote  places,  even  in  the  bmah  and  woods.  I  also  found  that 
it  was  cun'ently  talked  in  the  counti^  of  Howard,  Boone,  Calloway,  Oarroll, 
and  Eay,  along  the  river,  slave-holding  counties,  between  citizens  of  loyal  sen- 
timents and  disloyalists,  that  the  loyalists  had  pretty  nearly  had  their  time, 
and  that  it  would  soon  come  to  an  end,  and  then  the'disloyal  men  would  have 
their  time.  This,  and  a  great  many  other  circumfltances  of  a  similar  nature, 
satisfied  me  that  it  was  something  more  than  appeared  on  the  surface  which 
brought  arms  into  north  Missouri,  and  that  these  lodges  had  something  more  in 
view  than  merely  political  organization  opposed  to  the  administration. 

In  order  to  reach  the  bottom  of  the  matter  I  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  very 
intelligent  physician,  who  had  been  down  south  a  great  deal,  to  act  as  our.agent, 
and  sent  him  with  a  roving  commission  t*  do  as  he  pleased  in  north  Missouri,  di- 
recting his  attention  to  the  circumstances  which  I  have  just  mentioned.  In  a  short 
time  he  made  his  way  into  one  of  their  lodges,  and  from  that  time  advanced,  and 
finally  obtained  a  ritual  from  the  grand  commander  of  the  State,  which  settled 
the  character  of  the  organization,  and  at  the  same  time  showed  that  our  men  were 
thoroughly  in  with  them.  The  ferreting  out  of  the  organization  and  its  pur- 
poses was  then  placed  completely  in  the  hand  of  the  provost  mai-shal,  the  late 
Colonel  Sanderson,  who  need  to  consult  with  me  every  night.  Means  were  or- 
ganized to  test  the  aceni-aey  of  our  infoi-mation  in  various  ways.  For  this  pur- 
pose we  extended  into  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Kentneky,  and  finally  traced  it  to 
New  York.  "We  sent  an  agent  to  Canada  to  attend  a  convention  of  grand  com- 
manders which  was  to  be  held  at  Sandwich  some  time  in  April,  1864.^  . 
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My  oificifl!  report,  wliieh  is  with  the  Judge  Advocate  G-eneral  in  Washington, 
■will  show  the  history  of  this  matter.  This  commissiim,  and  al!  the  details  of 
■which  I  have  already  made  mention,  aa  well  as  others  aubseq^uently  resulting 
from  agencies  which  we  put  to  work,  in  four  or  five  weeks  demonstrated  that 
the  orgtmization  at  in  Missouri  was  called  "  The  Order  of  American  Knights," 
or  "Sons  of  Liberty,"  a  name  given  to  the  association  after  Vallandigham  was 
elected  supreme  commander  of  fiie  north,  which  election  took  placn  on  the  22i 
of  February,  1864 ;  that  the  organization  had  in  view  a  grand  conspiracy  to  over- 
throw the  Union  canse  and  secure  the  triumph  of  the  rebels  and  their  sympa- 
thizers, emhracing  the  following  points:  First,  the  return  of  Vallandigham  to 
attend  the  democratic  convention  at  Chicago,  on  the  4th  of  July;  preparations 
to  defend  him  from  all  an-ests,  and  to  tnke  occasion  from  that  to  rise  in  all  the 
States  wherein  the  order  existed  and  seiae  the  reins  of  government,  get  the  offi- 
cials OQt  of  the  way,  and  get  the  arsenals,  forts,  and  public  property ;  that 
these  plans  were  known  to  the  south,  to  a  similar  association,  the  supreme  com- 
mander of  which  was  General  Stirling  Price ;  that  the  rebels  to  co-operate  with 
this  movement  were  to  invade  Missouri  under  Price;  that  the  American 
Knights  in  Missonri,  about  23,000  strong,  were  to  rise  and  join  him;  that 
Kentucky  was  to  be  invaded  by  Morgan's  or  some  other  force ;  and  that  the 
north  was  to  be  invaded  by  the  way  of  Cumberland  valley — probably  by  way 
of  Gettysburg. 

Having  about  a  thousand  pages  of  testimony,  obtained  in  the  way  I  have 
just  mentioned,  I  wrote  a  note  to  General  Garfield,  in  Washington,  requesting 
him  to  state  to  the  President  that  I  had  this ;  and  to  say,  that  as  the  time  for 
the  denouement  was  approaching  rapidly,  and  that  as  the  thing  was  not  in  a 
sufficiently  perfect  state  to  take  action  on  without  submitting  it  to  him,  more 
particularly  as  it  concerned  not  only  my  own  department,  hut  the  whole  west 
of  the  nation,  I  wished  permission  from  him  to  send  a  staff  officer,  who  under- 
stood the  subject,  with  the  fragments  of  the  testimony  we  had  collected,  to  lay 
the  whole  matter  before  him,  and  answer  such  questions  as  the  President  de- 
sired to  put ;  that  I  made  this  request,  not  because  I  doubted  my  right  to  send 
a  staff  officer  to  Washington,  but  because,  when  I  had  before  sent  a  staff  officer 
on  a  similar  occasion  on  business  of  importance,  he  had  been  arrested  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  I  did  not  wish  to  subject  another  officer  unnecessarily  to 
aneh  au  indignity. 

The  President  telegraphed  me  to  send  the  depositions  and  information  by 
mail.  I  wrote  him  that  it  was  of  such  a  nature  that  it  would  not  be  safe  to 
transmit  it  by  mail.  He 'then  suggested  that  it  be  sent  by  express.  I  then 
wrote  him  as  well  as  I  could,  that  it  might  be  giving  an  opportunity  to  the  society 
t«  find  out  what  we  were  doing,  and  gave  the  reason  why  I  could  not  send  it 
in  that  way.  He  then  sent  his  secretary.  Major  Hay,  who  came  out  to  Missouri. 
Aa  soon  as  he  read  over  the  fragmentany  testimony  he  hastened  back  and  re- 
ported to  the  President,  then  in  Philadelphia,  the  condition  of  affairs. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  period  approached  when  the  mischief  was  to  begin. 
In  Missonri,  about  this  time,  at  one  of  their  lodge  meetings,  when  a  principal 
man  of  St.  Louis  was  present,  a  resolution  was  offeied  to  commence  the  assas- 
sination of  Union  officers  in  8t,  Louis,  beginning  with  the  pi-ovost  mai-shal,  and 
then  wind  up  with  a  grab  at  department  headquarters.  The  resolution  was  laid 
over  withoitt  objection  until  the  next  meeting,  apparently  because  they  wished 
to  get  ready.  I  then  caused  the  arrest  of  the  commander,  who  had  been,  and 
was  then,  I  believe,  the  Belgian  consul — of  the  deputy  grand  commander,  the 
grand  secretary,  the  lecturer,  and  thii'ty  or  forty  of  the  principal  conspirators 
throughout  the  State,  and  lodged  them  in  the  Gratiot  street  prison,  awaiting  the 
orders  of  the  President  as  to  what  should  be  done — what  should  be  the  general 
policy,  to  meet  the  schemes  of  the  organization.  These  men  were  simply  per- 
mitted to  make  a  statement  under  oath  before  the  provost  marshal,  whereiu 
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every  man  of  them  swore  distinctly  that  he  did  not  know  anything  whatever  of 
the  existence  of  Bueh  an  organization. 

Instead  of  receiving  the  ordera  of  the  Pi-eaident,  I  received  a  despatch  from 
Secretary  Stanton  ordering  me  to  report  why  I  arrested  the  Belgian  consul, 
and  directing  me  to  restore  htm  to  liberty,  return  bis  papei^  to  him,  and  to  state 
to  the  War  Department  how  it  came  to  pass  that  I  had  done  such  a  thing.  He 
said  tbese  were  the  President's  orders.  I  replied  to  the  Secretary  that,  had  the 
President  known  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  he  never  would  have  issued  that 
order,  I  respectfully  reqaested  a  suspension,  of  the  order  until  Major  Hay 
returned  and  reported  to  tie  President 

In  the  meanwhile,  to  avoid  any  possible  difficulty  in  the  matter,  I  sent  the 
Provost  Marshal  General,  with  as  much  testimony  as  had  been  put  into  shape, 
to  IHiaois  to  submit  it  to  Judge  Daniels,  who,  in  company  with  Governor 
Yates,  read  it  over  carefully,  and  telegraphed  the  President  immediately  that  it 
was  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  that  he  ought  by  all  means  to  see  it. 

About  two  weeks  afterwards  I  got  a  despatch  from  the  President,  saying 
that  if  I  had  not  done  anything  about  releasing  the  Belgian  consul  I  had  better 
not  do  anything. 

Qaestion,  Had  you  done  anything  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  had  not.  I  would  not  have  released  him ;  I  would  have 
been  relieved  from  duty  myself  before  I  would  have  released  him.  About  this 
time  1  ascertained  through  the  lodges  that  Vallandigham,  suspecting  that  some 
information  about  his  organization  had  got  abroad,  had  determinod  to  return  to 
Ohio  at  an  earlier  period  than  was  contemplated  in  their  original  project;  that 
lie  would  be  a  candidate  for  delegate  from  Butler  eouuty  to  the  Chicago  con- 
vention, and  would  make  a  speech  in  Hamilton  on  the  15th  of  May.  Satisfied 
that  this  would  be  the  case,  I  sent  a  stenographic  reporter,  who  obtained  a 
letter  of  credence  fi-om  the  Chicago  Times,  and  who  areived  on  the  ground  in 
time  to  receive  Mr.  Vallandighaia  and  report  his  speech,  a  copy  of  which  ha 
sent  to  the  Chicago  Times,  the  original  of  which  he  can-ted,  by  my  order,  to 
Governor  Brough  and  General  Heintzelman,  whom  I  had  telegraphed  what  waa 
going  to  take  place, 

No  orders  came  from  the  President  until  the  time  approached  for  the  Chicago 
convention  bo  nearly  that  I  became  alarmed,  lest  they  should  not  get  the 
information  I  had  about  the  invasion  of  Pennsylvania.  I  determined  to  send 
an  officer  to  Governor  Curtin  with  the  evidence,  and  a  letter  requesting  him  to 
examine  it  in  company  with  one  or  two  other  leading  men,  and  to  see  that  the 
information  it  contained  was  made  of  use.  The  officer  went  to  Harrisburg  and 
laid  the  papers  before  Governor  Curtin-  Mr.  Meredith,  the  attorney  general  of 
the  State,  General  Couch,  and  General  Cameron  were  called  in.  Fully  im- 
pressed with  the  importance  of  the  information,  they  despatched  a  special  mes- 
senger to  Washington  with  letters  to  Mr.  Seward,  General  Garfield,  and  Senator 
Convers,  who  took  the  papers  to  the  President.  One  week  after  that  the  iava- 
sioa  of  Pennsylvania  began,  as  the  evidence  predicted  it  would. 

la  the  meanwhile  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  permit  to  he  prepared,  from  the 
evidence  on  hand,  a  synopsis  of  our  information,  which  was  published  in  the 
Missouri  Democrat  and  other  western  papers,  for  the  purpose  of  anticipating  aa 
far  as  we  could  the  plans  of  this  organisation.  Judge  Holt  came  out  some 
time  after  this  and  read  over  all  the  papers  with  me,  and  returned  to  Washing- 
ton aa  fully  impressed  as  I  was  with  the  magnitude  of  the  mischief  wilh  which 
we  had  been  threatened. 

The  committee  remembers  that  the  democratic  convention  at  Chicago  waa 
postponed ;  but  operations  in  Missouri,  under  the  plans,  could  not  be  postponed. 
The  thieves  and  the  rascals  in  the  northwest  hoisted  the  rebel  flag  in  Platte 
county,  and  eoiiimencod  operations  on  the  7th  of  July.     Prom  that  time  until 
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after  fhe  expiration  of  tlie  invasion  and  tte  expulsion  of  Price,  there  was  nothing 
but  murder  and  rapine  whcreyer  they  could  operate. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  correctly  that  you  had  ascertained  that  the  State 
of  Missouri  was  to  be  invaded  by  Price  before  he  came  there  t 

Answer.  Yea,  sir;  that  was  the  rumor  there  when  I  first  arrived.  The 
organiaation  gained  strength  day  by  day ;  that  is  to  say,  I  became  daily  more 
and  more  convinced  and  satisfied  that  the  rebel  portion  of  Missouri  felt  satisfied 
that  Price  would  invade  that  State. 

Questiou.  Do  you  suppose  his  invasion  was  intended  to  be  in  concert  with 
the  plans  of  these  secessionists  you  have  mentioned? 

Answer,  I  have  no  doubt  it  was.  Not  only  that,  hut  he  supposed  himself  to 
be  a  kind  of  master  of  their  movements ;  he  supposed  the  societies  to  be  acting 
under  his  guidance  in  a  certain  measure,  and  paving  the  way  for  him,  informing 
him  as  thoroughly  as  they  could  what  they  would  do.  They  had  an  organiza- 
tion to  run  horses  to  him,  to  carry  pistols  in  small  quantities  to  him  and  to  the 
recruits  and  guerillas  in  Arkansas.     They  kept  up  a  regular  mail  with  him. 

Question.  Did  you  learn  from  your  evidence  in  any  way  that  he  belonged  to 
this  order  of  knights  t 

Answer.  He  was  the  supreme  commander  of  the  order  south ;  and  the  order 
was  instituted  in  Missouri  mainly  by  a  man  who  was  called  the  deputy  high 
priest,  commissioned  by  him  to  do  it. 

Question.  Who  was  he  ? 

Answer.  One  Douglass. 

Question.  A  resident  of  Missouri  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  who  had  been  in  the  rebel  army,  and  had  come  back  to 
Missouri  some  nine  months  or  a  year  before. 

Question.  You  have  stated  that  Secretary  Stanton  arrested  one  of  your  mes- 
sengers on  the  way  here  with  information.     Why  was  that  done? 

Answer.  He  arrested  my  senior  aid  who  brought  letters  to  General  Halieck 
and .  Gfeneral  Grant  respecting  the  condition  of  Missouri,  and  the  measures 
which  I  thought  immediately  necessary  there  to  be  of  advantage  to  the  govern- 
ment and  to  the  StSte.  He  was  ai-rested  on  the  pretence  that  he  had  no  per- 
mission to  come  here,  under  an  old  order  that  no  officer  should  visit  Washington 
without  pel-mission  from  the  Secretary  of  War.  Major  Bond  returned  home 
under  arrest;  and  considering  that  the  shortest  way  to  get  rid  of  his  arrest 
would  be  to  have  him  tried,  I  ordered  his  trial  by  a  court  composed  of  the 
Highest  ofScei's  in  Missouri,  Major  General  Pleasonton  being  president.  That 
court  nnanimously  and  honorably  acquitted  him. 

Question.  Did  the  authorities  refuse  to  receive  the  information  you  sent  hy 
himl 

Answer.  Ttey  never  answered  any  of  the  letters,  although  they  were  im- 
portant—so  much  so  that  I  should  like  to  submit  copies  of  them  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

Question.  I  wish  you  would  submit  them  in  connexion  with  this  testimony. 

Answer.  I  have  gone  through  a  sort  of  history  of  our  discovery  of  this 
secret  society,  and  what  was  the  end  of  it.  I  will  now  return  to  the  military 
arrangements  and  what  I  proposed  to  do. 

I  proposed  to  the  government,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  citizen  provost  mar- 
shals, who  were  scattered  all  over  the  State,  who  had  been  used  as  tools  of  po- 
litical factions,  and  had  created  a  distrust  of  all  military  authority  and  of  all 
just  action,  should  be  replaced  by  good  officers,  taken  from  those  not  fit  for 
active  service  on  account  of  disahilily,  headed  by  a  provost  marshal  of  the  same 
sort.  I  proposed,  secondly,  that  there  should  be  sent  four  or  five  regiments  of 
troops,  well  disciplined  and  well  officered,  but  belonging  to  other  States,  to  be 
posted  in  the  most  disturbed  districts  of  the  State,  where  collisions  between  the 
Unionists  and  the — I  might  almost  say — conservatives  were  imminent ;  and  also 
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for  the  purpose  of  enabling  me  to  reorganize  tbe  Miasoiiri  State  militia,  and  pnt 
it  upon  tho  basis  of  the  tbiee-years  service.  Thirdly,  that  inaamuch  as  the 
principal  use  of  those  troopa  beyoud  guai-ding  the  depots  was  to  secure  the  citi- 
zens of  the  State  in  tilling  the  gronnd,  and  as  the  principal  danger  to  them  lay 
from  Price's  ai'my  south,  aud  from  his  emissaries  who  came  up  to  pave  the 
way  for  his  purposes  and  get  i-ecraits  for  him,  all  the  spare  troops  of  Missouri, 
those  of  Arkansas  and  those  of  Louisiana,  should  be  combined  under  one  com- 
mand to  operate  against  the  enemy,  drive  him  out  west  of  MissisBippi,  and  sweep 
tliom  down  from  the  Arkansas  river  to  the  Gulf. 

I  sent  General  Ewing  to  have  an  interview  with  General  Sherman,  to  whose 
division  the  department  of  Arkansas  belonged,  and  requested  him  to  see  General 
Grant;  and  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  War  Department,  dated  the  10th  of  March, 
proposing  this,  which  letter  I  should  like  the  committee  to  see.  General 
Sherman  agreed  with  my  plan,  and  presented  it  to  General  Grant  at  Nashville, 
who  then  appeared  to  think  favorably  of  it;  but  he  reserved  his  decision  until 
he  arrived  at  Washington,  from  whence  he  had  me  informed  that  no  other 
movements  would  take  place  west  of  the  Mississippi  than  those  then  about  to 
commence,  via.,  the  Bed  river  expedition,  under  General  Banks, and  Steele's  co- 
operative expedition. 

After  the  piassacre  at  Fort  Pillow  the  four  regiments  of  three-years  troops 
were  taken  away  from  St.  Louis,  which  was  also  stripped  of  all  the  three-years 
cavalry  which  could  be  turned  out  from  the  cavalry  bureau.  This  subtraction 
of  all  regular  troops,  just  about  the  time  the  order  of  American  Knights  had 
planned  their  insurrection,  made  it  necessary  to  make  some  provision  against 
accident.  To  that  end  I  obtained  authority  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  raise 
twelve-months  volunteers  for  the  defence  of  the  State,  and  under  that  authority 
I  called  for  eleven  regiments.  As  my  personal  popularity  was  of  some  use,  we 
succeeded  in  raising  the  regiments  and  organizing  them  during  the  summer  and 
early  part  of  the  fdl. 

Although  the  invasion  by  Price  did  not  take  place  as  early  as  it  Lad  been 
thi-eatened,  from  the  first  to  the  middle  of  July,  it  was  only  deferred  until  corn 
was  ripe  enough.  In  the  mean  time  the  secret  societies,  and  the  soldiers  from 
Price's  army,  recruiting  through  their  instrumentality  iu  the  rebel  districts 
of  Missouri,  kept  up  a  guerilla  war  which  ivas  very  harassing  to  the  citizens. 
The  account  of  the  campaign  against  General  Price  aud  its  result,  are  so  fully 
given  in  my  official  report,  that  I  think  it  best  to  have  that  taken  as  a  part  of 
my  testimony. 

Question.  Have  yon  a  copy  of  that  report  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  aud  I  will  furnish  it  to  the  committee.  To  what  is  therein 
stated,  I  can  now  add  from  various  reports  founded  on  rebel  authority,  that  I 
am  satisfied  General  Price  lost  in  that  campaign  between  18,000  and  19,000 
men.  The  report,  which  appeared  in  both  the  New  York  Herald  and  New 
York  Tribune,  some  time  in  March,  obtained,  I  believe,  from  Henry  S.  Foote, 
states  that  they  report  a  loss  of  19,500  men. 

Question.  In  connexion  with  your  account  of  this  conspiracy  of  the  Ameri- 
can Knights,  I  will  ask  you  who  were  the  leaders  of  the  organization  in  Mis- 
souri, BO  far  as  you  ascertained? 

Answer.  In  my  official  report  which,  is  in  Judge  Holt's  office,  there  is  a  full 
list  of  the  leaders  throughout  the  State.  I  would  suggest  that  that  be  made  a 
part  of  my  testimony. 

Question.  For  what  reason  were  yon  ultimately  removed  from  that  command  J 

Answer.  No  reason  was  ever  assigned  to  me,  nor  have  I  ever,  directly  or  in- 
directly, heai-d  of  any  reason  for  it  until  within  the  last  sis  weeks.  I  have 
lately  heard,  from  three  or  four  different  sources,  that  I  was  removed  at  the 
personal  request  of  General  Grant,  who  was  supposed,  by  the  parties  giving 
me  that  information,  to  be  exti-emely  hostile  to  me.     As  no  occasion  for  any^^l -, 
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such  hostility  has  ever  heea  given  by  me,  ao  far  as  I  know,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  UQ- 
deratand  it.  General  G-rant'a  chief  of  staff,  General  Rawlins,  visited  me  after 
the  close  of  the  campaign  of  General  Price.  He  mixed  freely  with  the  citizens, 
and  took  the  pains  to  volunteer  the  statement,  in  my  office,  in  the  presence  of 
various  merobers  of  my  staff,  that  he  was  satisfied  that  things  had  been 
managed  wonderftiliy  well  during  that  campaign;  that  few  could  have  done  as 
well,  and  probably  none  better. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  misunderstanding  between  you  and  General 
Grant  at  any  time  ] 

Answer.  Never.  On  one  occasion,  when  some  of  his  ataif  told  my  staff  that  he 
was  under  the  impression  that  tlie  newspaper  correspondents  who,  in  1862,  attack- 
ed him  in  the  Chicago  Tribune  and  other  papers,  had  received  some  countenance 
at  my  headquarters,  I  had  a  conversation  with  him  upon  the  subject.  He 
expressly  stated  that  he  did  not  suppose  it  came  from  me;  and  after  conversa- 
tion with  him,  in  which  I  answered  him  that  there  was  not  the  slightest  founda- 
tion for  such  a  feeling,  be  not  only  expressed  himself  satisfied,  but  we  parted, 
promising  continued  friendly  intercourae  wherever  duty  might  throw  ua. 

Question.  Waa  there  any  complaint  or  remonstrance  from  the  authorities 
here  in  regard  to  any  part  of  your  administration 'J 

Answer.. Never  a  complaint,  never  a  remonstrance,  never  the  slightest  in- 
quiry from  any  one  except  the  President,  early  in  my  administration,  concern- 
ing the  order  which  I  published  requiring  preachers  holding  conventions  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  if  they  had  not  already  done  so.  About  that  Mr. 
Lineoln  wrote  me  a  letter  asking  some  explanations,  and,  among  others,  bow  I 
could  reconcile  it  to  require  the  oath  of  allegiance  of  preachers,  and  allow  politi- 
cal meetings  to  take  place  without  requiring  those  who  took  part  in  them  to 
take  the  same  oath.  To  this  I  lepliea  that  political  meetings  were  open  to 
surveillance,  while  religious  convocations  were  not ;  that  if  I  sent  a  man  to  their 
religious  convocations  to  exercise  a  surveillance  over  them,  and  prevent  them 
from  using  their  meetings  as  a  clock  for  political  iniquity,  it  would  be  an  inter- 
ference wilb  their  religious  freedom.  I  therefore  reqnired  of  them  to  assure  me, 
under  oath,  that  they  were  not  going  to  do  any  mischief  to  the  government  in 
their  convocations,  and  the  President  appeared  to  be  satisfied. 

Question.  Among  the  religious  dooominations  were  any  of  them  of  secession 
proclivities  1 

Answer.  The  southern  Methodists  were  regarded  aa  extremely  so,  and  it  was 
at  the  suggestion  of  some  aouthem  Methodiats  who  were  loyal  that  that  order 
was  published.  It  was  made  general,  however,  ao  that  no  religious  bodies 
could  assemble  without  first  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance;  believing  that  those 
who  were  loyal  would  have  no  ohjeclioa  to  do  tliat,  and  that  those  who  were 
disloyal  would  be  compelled  to  hold  no  meetings,  or  to  put  themselves  under 
a  bond  of  good  behavior. 

Question.  That  applied  to  all  religions  societies? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  tho  southern  Methodists  aaid  that  a  large  number  of 
preachers,  who  had  run  off  to  Arkansaa,  would  participate  in  this  meeting,  and 
that  they  would  pave  the  way  for  Price. 
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PAPERS  FROM  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 


War  Dri 
WaslLi-nglfm,  May  15,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  in  compliance  with  your  request 
of  the  24th  ultimo,  copies  of  the  following  documents ; 

Reports  of  General  McClellan  and  General  Roseerans  of  the  battle  of  Kich 
Mountain,  Virginia,  with  accompanying  snb-reporta. 

EepottB  of  General  Grant  and  General  Eosecrans  of  the  hattle  of  luka, 
MiBsisBippi,  and  of  the  battle  of  Corinth. 

Bepoi't  of  General  Rosecrans  of  his  campaign  in  MisBouri. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  B.  F.  Wade, 

Chairman.  Committee  on  tlie  Conduct  of  the  War,  Washinglmt. 


BATTLE  OF  RICH  MOUNTAIN". 


Headqcakters  Depaktment  of  the  Ohio, 

Baekhannon,  Virginia,  Jidy  3,  1861. 
Gbkbeai.:    Yonrs  of  the  2cl  haa  reoiGlied  me.     After  qiiestioaiv^  jour  messenger  and 
hearing  hiB  full  Story,  I  coufeBS  thai  I  do  not  share  your  appiehensions,  and  theit  I  am  not 
a  little  surprised  that  yoa  feel  the  defense  of  Pliilippi  ao  hazardouf  and  dangei-ous  an 

If  foar  thonaand  (nearly)  of  our  men,  In  a  position  selected  and  fortified  in  advance, 
v,\t\i  ample  time  to  examine  the  ground  carefully  and  provida  against  any  passible  plan  of 
attack,  are  not  enough  to  hold  the  place  against  any  force  these  people  can  briag  against 
it,  1  think  we  had  better  all  go  home  at  once.  If  we  cannot  fight  in  position,  I  am  much 
mistaken  as  to  our  men. 

I  have,  however,  in  deference  to  yoor  viewa,  ordered  the  6th  Ohio  on  temporary  duty 
with  you  until  the  crisis  is  past,  although  I  believe  they  can  be  employed  to  raoie  advan- 
tage at  other  points. 

This  is  all  the  re-enforcement  I  can  now  spare.  As  to  the  one  or  two  squadrons  of  effi. 
cieut  cavali'y  asbed  for  by  Captain  Benham.  it  seems  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  repeat  that 
I  have  only  one  and  a  half  companies,  such  as  they  are,  and  that  more  important  duty  is 
for  them  heie. 

You  have  only  to  defend  a  strong  position,  or,  at  most,  to  follow  a  retreating  enemy,  I 
fear  you  do  not  share  the  confidence  I  feel  in  our  men,  and  that  yoa  regard  their  cavalry  as 
more  dangerous  than  I  do. 

I  feel  that  these  men  of  cure  can  be  worked  up  to  any  deed  of  daring,  that  their  leaders 
can  make  them  cool  under  fire,  and  that  a  couple  of  good  companies  of  Infentry  can  drive 
off  all  their  cavalry  in  this  mounfainous  country.  I  propose  taking  the  really  difficult  and 
daogerona  part  of  this  work  on  my  own  hands.  I  will  not  aak  yon  to  do  anything  that  I 
would  not  be  willing  to  do  myself.  But  lot  us  understand  each  other ;  I  can  give  you  no 
more  re  •enforcements.  I  cauoot  consent  to  weaken  any  further  the  really  active  and  im- 
poitant  column  which  is  lo  decide  the  late  of  the  campaign.  If  you  cannot  undertake  the 
defence  of  Philippi  with  the  force  now  under  your  control,  I  mast  flad  some  one  who  will. 
I  have  ordered  up  Latham's  company,  all  of  "Keys's"  <avalcy  that  are  St  to  talietbefield, 
and  the  6th  Ohio.  Do  not  ask  for  further  re-enforcements ;  If  you  do,  I  shall  take  it  as  a 
request  to  be  relieved  from  your  command  and  to  return  to  Indiana. 

I  have  spoken  plainly ;  I  speak  ofBeially.  The  crisis  is  a  grave  one,  and  I  must  have 
generals  under  me  who  are  willing  to  risk  as  mnch  as  I  am,  and  be  content  to  risk  their 
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lives  and  wputaUon  with  each  means  as  I  can  give  them.     Let  this  he  the  last  of  it.    Give 
ma  full  details  as  to  thu  iuformatioa  you  obtained^not  mere  rumors,  but  facte — and  leave 
it  to  my  judgment  t»  determine  what  force  you  need.    I  wish  actloQ  now,  and  aetermioatioa. 
I  am,  sir,  very  raspeettally,  vouf  obedient  sevvaut, 

GEOEGE  B.  MoCLBLLAH,  Major  Gateral,  Oanamnding. 
General  T.  A.  Moeeis,  FkUippi. 

Headquaetehs  Department  OF  THE  Oaio,  Beverly,  Ya.,  July  10,  I8G1. 
Official  copy  : 

S.  1VILLIAMS,  Arnault  A^utant  Gaia-al. 

HeABQUABTEHS  DbPARTMBMT  OS  THE  Omo, 

Jluckkarmon,  Virginia,  July  6,  1861. 

General  :  The  major  general  commanding  (lirecfe  that  you  advance  from  your  present 
position  to-morrow  morning  and  talia  up  a  position  witliin  two  miles  of  the  enemy,  near 
Elliott's  farm— in  preference  on  the  south  side  of  Barltec's  Mill  run,  on  the  heights  itt  teat 
of  William  Yeaget's  house.  It  is  deemed  preferable  to  avoid  the  defile  north  of  the  Elliott 
house  by  crossing  the  river  somewhere  near  'the  nineteen-mile  post  from  Beverly,  and  re- 
ctoasing  at  the  ford  where  the  middle  fork  road  crosses,  just  at  the  position  to  be  aeoupled. 
Tour  train  may  remain  at  Phllippi,  under  a  sufficient  escort,  until  you  have  occupied  your 
new  position.  You  will  move  prepared  to  force  any  opposition  offered,  and  will  at  all 
hazards  accomplish  the  object  proposed.  Occupy  Bcelington  by  a  strong  advanced  guard, 
and  place  a  strong  detachment  ta  cover  the  paths  leading  from  the  rebel  camp  to  the  left 
flank  of  your  portion.  Krom  this  position  push  out  strong  infantry  reconnoissancea  to 
aseevtaiu  liie  exact  posiijon,  condition,  and  movements  of  the  enemy.  Watch  them  closely 
day  and  night,  have  everything  ready  to  pursue  them  should  they  retreat,  and  follow  them 
up  closely  In  that  event. 

Make  extended  reconnoissances,  calculated  to  give  the  Impresi^ion  that  the  main  attack 
is  to  be  made  by  you,  and  use  all  efforts  to  retain  them  in  their  present  positiou.  Arrange 
your  hour  of  starting  from  f  hilippi  so  that  you  will,  by  an  easy  march,  reach  the  vicinity 
of  Elliott's  within  au  hour  or  two  after  suniise.  Let  your  advanced  guard  be  of  iD&intry, 
strong,  and  near  Hie  main  column.  Do  not  push  out  any  advanced  cavalry  patrols.  A 
strong  advanced  guard  will  move  from  here  to-morrow  morning  to  occupy  the  middle  fork 
bridge ;  by  the  next  day  the  Eoaring  creek  bridge  will  be  taken,  and  perhaps  on  the  same 
day  the  town  of  Bevevly  will  be  occupied.  The  geneitd  is  delayed  by  the  non-arrival  of 
supplies,  but  hopes  to  occupy  Beverly  on  Tuesday,  at  latest — probably  on  Monday.  He  asks 
yon  to  do  all  in  your  power  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  in  the  present  position,  and  to 
induce  them  to  believe  that  you  will  make  the  main  atlack,  the  object  being  to  out  them 
off  at  Beverly. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ohedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS,  Assidant  A^fulanl  Genaal. 

Brigadier  General  T.  A.  JIorhis,  Conaaaniiing  at  Philippi. 

HBinQUAllTEHS  Depabtmbnt  OF  OHIO,  Boserly,   Va.,  July  16,  1861, 
Official  copy : 

S.  WILLIAMS,  Assiebmt  Adjylwit  Gtna^. 

Hbatxhtaetees,  at  Mb,  Kettle's  House, 
Xiar  l))gaTte,  Vally  Sivw,  aixmileafiota  Beuerly,  Jidy  12,  1861. 
Sia  r  I  write  to  state  to  yoa  that  I  have,  in  coneequence  of  the  retreat  of  Qeneral  Gamett, 
and  the  jaded  and  reduced  condition  of  my  command,  most  of  them  having  been  with- 
out food  for  two  days,  concluded,  with  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  my  captains  and 
field  officers,  to  surrender  my  command  to  you  to-morrow  as  prisonere  of  tuar.     I  have  only 
to  add,  I  trust  they  will  only  receive  at  your  hands  such  treatment  as  has  been  invariably 
shown  to  the  northern  prisonei-s  by  the  south. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  PEGRAM, 
Lieiilsnant  Odlonel,  F.  A.,  C.  S.,  C'omnicmding, 
CoiiiiANDlNO  Offiuee  of  NoHkern  Farces,  Beterly,   Vtryima. 
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EeADQUABTEES,  DErAKTMEKT  OF  THE  OjltO, 

Beverly,  ViTginia,  Jidy  Vi.  ISGI. 
Sje  ;  Tour  commuuicaUoa  dated  yesterday,  proposing  to  Burrender  aa  prisoner  of  war 
the  force  assembled  uoder  your  command,  has  been  delivered  to  me. 

I  will  receive  you,  your  officers  and  men,  as  prlaonera,  and  I  will  treat  you  and  them 
with  the  kindness  due  to  prisoners  of  war,  but  it  1$  not  io  my  power  to  relieve  you  or  them 
from  any  liabilities  iacurred  by  taking  arms  against  the  United  t^tates. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B,  McGLELLAN, 
Mojar  General  U.  S.  Army,  Cotnmanilmy  Dtparliiml. 
John  Pegbah,  Esq., 

Slyling  hiiasdf  Lieuleaanl  Chlonel  F.  A.,  C.  S. 


8.  WILLIAMS,  Aiastatii  A^'uiattl  Omtrat. 


Cbbat  Eivek  Camp, 
Corrieh'a  Ford,  aght  mSss  smith  qf  Sainl  George,  Tu.,  Jiijy  13,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  accortiiince  with  your  directions  this  morning,  I  took  oommand  of  the  advance 
guard  of  your  column,  conEistinR  of  the  Hth  Oliio,  Colonel  Steadman,  vifith  one  section  of 
Colonel  Barnett's  arlallery,  the  7th  Indiana,  under  Colonel  Damon,  and  the  9th  Indiana, 
Colonel  Milroy,  in  all  about  1,80(1  men,  and  with  this  force,  as  Instructed,  I  started  from 
near  Leedsville  at  about  4  a.  m.  to  pursue  the  army  of  General  Harnett,  which  conaiating, 
aa  we  learned,  of  4,000  to  6,000  men,  and  four  to  six  cannon,  had  retreated  from  the  north 
side  of  Laurel  monntain,  near  Beelington,  the  day  before  yesterday. 

It  being  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  retired  towards  the  village  of  "  New  Interest," 
and  thence,  aa  was  supposed,  over  a  mountain  road  leading  to  Shaffer  fork  or  main  branch 
of  the  Cheat  river,  to  St.  George,  the  troops  were  brought  rapidly  forward  oq  their  route, 
so  as  to  reach  the  eattance  of  the  mount^n  road,  about  seven  miles'  inarch,  at  about  S 

A  short  distance  after  entering  this  path  the  paaeage  was  found  to  be  obstrncted  by  large 
trees,  recently  felled  in  about  twelve  to  fifteen  places,  and  In  nearly  evoiy  defile  for  tliree  or 
four  miles  ;  but  the  information  that  was  from  time  to  time  received  that  this  force,  which 
had  some  fifeen  hours  the  start  of  us  from  Beelington,  iveie  now  only  four  or  five  miles  in 
advance,  encouraged  our  efforts,  and  though  for  nearly  the  whole  time  the  rain  was  pouring 
In  torrents,  and  the  clayey  roada  almost  impassable  in  many  places,  the  spirit  of  the  triDops, 
without  esception,  as  it  came  under  my  eye.  was  such  as  to  beat  them  most  r.ipidly 
onward.  Under  all  these  trials,  superadded  to  that  of  hunger  with  the  greater  part  of 
them  for  the  previous  fifteen  or  twenty  hours,  at  about  noon  we  reached  Kaler's,  or  the 
first  ford  of  the  Shatec  branch  or  main  Cheat  river,  having  within  the  previous  two  or 
three  miles  fired  at  and  driven  in  several  pickets  of  the  enemy,  protecting  those  who  were 
forming  the  barricades,  and  at  one  place  we  broke  up  a  camp  where  the  meals  were  being 
cooked. 

At  the  ford  near  Kaler's,  and  at  about  one-half  the  distance  to  another  ford,  which  we 
afterwards  met  with  about  one  mile  further  on,  we  saw  the  baggage  train  of  the  enemy 
appaiently  at  rest.  This  I  proposed  to  attack  as  soon  as  strengthened  by  the  arrival  of 
Steadman's  2d  battalion,  with  Dumant's  regiment,  when  the  thoughtlesa  filing  of  a  musket 
at  our  ford  ;  set  the  traiu  rapidly  in  motion,  and  long  lines  of  infantry  were  formed  in 
order  of  battle  to  protect  it.  In  a  few  minutes,  however,  the  arrival  of  Barnett's  artillery, 
with  Dumant  cloae  upon  it,  enabled  the  commander  to  push  forward  in  its  original  order. 
But  the  train  and  its  guard  had  retired,  leaving  only  a  few  skii'mishers  to  meet  us  at  the 
second  ford,  where,  however,  quite  a  rapid  firing  was  kept  up  by  the  advance  regiment, 
and  the  artillery  opened  for  some  minutes  to  clear  the  adjacent  woods  the  more  com- 
pletely of  the  enemy.  We  then  continued  our  march  rapidly  to  this  ford,  and  as  we 
appioached  it  we  came  upon  their  trains  the  last  half  of  it  just  crossing  in  the  river.  The 
enemy  was  found  to  have  taken  a  strong  position  with  his  infantry  and  artillery,  upon  a 
precipitous  bank  of  some  fifty  to  eighty  feet  in  height  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 
While  our  own  ground  was  upon  the  low  land,  nearly  level  with  the  river,  Steedman's 
ri^iment  in  the  advance,  opened  its  fire  most  gallantly  upon  them,  which  was  immediately 
returned  by  their  strong  force  of  infentry  and  by  their  cannon,  upon  which  Barnett's 
artillery  was  ordered  up,  and  opened  upon  them  with  escellent  effei ' 
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As  I  soon  perceived  a  position  by  which  thoir  Itft  conlil  be  tinned.  s!i  oompinlEs  oE 
Colonel  Dmnant'3  regiment  were  ordered  to  cross  tbe  river,  about  thrfco  liiindrud  yards 
above  then),  to  puna  up  the  hill  obliiiiuelj  from  our  ri^bt  to  their  left,  and  talce  them  in 
rear.  B}'  some  nustahe.  possiblj  in  thu  trangmisBion  of  the  order,  this  commanii  croesed 
at  about  double  this  distance,  and  turned  at  first  to  their  right,  which  delayed  the  effect 
of  this  movement.  After  gome  fifteen  ntinates,  hunrever.  tbis  error  was  rectified,  and  the 
bill  being  reported  as  improoticable,  this  cooimand,  now  iaereneed  to  tlie  whole  regimellt, 
were  ordered  down  to  the  ford  under  close  cover  of  this  hill  ou  their  side,  and  then  (u  take 
them  directly  in  front  at  the  road. 

The  firing  of  Steedman's  regiment  and  of  Milroy's,  now  well  up  and  ia  action,  with  re- 
peated and  rapid  dischai^es  of  tbe  artillery  daricg  this  movement,  decided  tbe  action  at 
once.  As  Dumant  reached  the  road,  having  passed  along  and  under  tbelr  whole  front, 
the  firing  ceased,  and  the  enemy  fied  in  great  oonfusion,  Dainant's  leglmeat  pursuing  them 
for  about  one  mite  further,  h|iving  a  biisk  skirmishing  with  their  lear  for  the  fiist  half  of 
that  distance,  during  which  General  Gamett  was  killed 

The  enemy  would  still  have  been  followed  up  most  closely,  and  probably  to  the  capture 
of  a  lai^e  porfion  of  their  Bcattered  army,  but  this  was  absolutely  impossible  with  our 
faUgned  and  exhausted  troops,  who  had  already  marched  some  eighteen  miles  or  more  in 
an  almost  iocFSsant  violent  rain,  and  the  greater  part  of  them  without  food  since  the 
evening,  and  a  portion  of  them  even  from  the  noon  of  yesterday,  so  warm  had  been 
the  pursuit  on  their  liasty  retreat  finm  Laurel  mountain,  twenty-five  miles  distant.  The 
troops  were  therefore  halted  for  food  and  rest  at  about  2  p.  m.  The  result  of  the  action 
proves  lo  be  the  capture  of  about  forty  loaded  wagons  and  teams,  (being  nearly  all  their 
baggsge  trains,  as  we  learn,)  and  including  a  lai^e  portion  of  new  clothing,  camp  equip- 
age, and  other  stores,  their  headquarters  papers,  and  military  chest  ]  also,  two  stands  of 
colors,  and  one  fine  rifled  piece  of  artillery. 

While  tbe  commanding  general,  Robert  S.  OarnBtt,  is  killed,  his  body  being  now  cared 
for  by  UK,  and  fifteen  or  twenty  more  of  the  enemy  are  killed,  and  nearly  fifty  prisoners  are 
taken,  our  own  loss  is  two  killed,  and  six  or  seven  wounded,  one  daQi^erously. 

In  concluding  this  report,  1  feel  it  my  duty  to  state  that  Just  as  tbe  action  was  cloaing, 
the  head  regiment  of  the  body  ot  the  troops  under  yourself,  though  staiting,  as  I  learn, 
three  hours  later,  (the  eth  Indians,  under  Colonel  Crittenden,)  came  up  to  the  field  in  es- 
cellent  order,  but  unfortunately  too  late  to  aid  us  in  the  battle. 

The  conduct  of  those  gallant  officers.  Colonels  Barnett,  Steedman,  Dumant,  and  Milroy, 
with  the  steady  perseverance  of  their  officers  and  men,  in  their  long  and  arduous  march, 
suffering  from  hunger,  rain,  and  cold,  with  their  gallantry  in  action,  was  most  heroic,  and 
beyond  all  praise  of  mine.     Their  country  only  can  appreciate  and  reward  their  services. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  i«spectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.   W.  BENHAM,  (7i(p(«m^j:n3!neerJ, 
Chi^  Engineer  Bepartmera  of  the  Oldo  and  Gmmianding  Advance  Cdunm. 

General  T.  A.  Mohbis, 

Cbmmanding  Uhiltd  States  Forces, 

Sib  :  I  reported  yesterday,  at  about  6  a.  m. ,  tbe  progre^  of  tbe  forces  of  my  command 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  retreating  from  laurel  liil  I . 

The  pursuit  was  continued  through  the  day  in  the  same  order  as  stated  in  my  report  of 
yesterday  morning,  viz :  Steedman's  I4th  Ohio  in  advance,  with  tno  sections  of  Barnett's 
artillety  ;  next  Damant'sTth  Indiana,  and  Milroy's  9th  Indiana. 

These  regiments,  as  I  reported,  started  in  pursuit  from  our  resting  place  near  Leedsville 
at  about  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  nuder  the  Immediate  command  of  Captain  Benham. 
The  remainder  of  the  column  were  on  the  mnroh  by  5  o'clock  a.  m.  A  drlEzling  rain 
commenced  about  6  o'clock,  which  by  9  became  qgile  heavy. 

The  enemy  left  the  main  tarnpike  and  turned  towards  Cheat  river,  crossing  two  branches 
of  the  Laare!  mount^n  over  a  narrow  and  difticnlt  toad  Owing  tfl  the  heavy  rain  the 
roads  were  rendered  very  dlScult  for  tbe  men  and  tho  few  wagons  of  amnianiUon  and 
provisions.  By  II  o'clock  the  rain  became  a  drenching  storm,  and  continued  for  several 
hours,  the  roads  in  the  mountains  becoming  nearly  impassable.  At  2  o'clock  the  whole 
command  were  up  to  the  position  which  we  now  occupy. 

For  details  of  the  operations  of  the  advance  colamn  I  refer  yon  to  the  report  of  Captain 
Benham. 

The  attention  of  the  commanding  general  is  particularly  called  to  the  gallant  bearing  of 
the  regiments  which  led  the  advance,  I  would  also  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  entire 
command  commenced  the  pursuit  on  a  few  minutaa'  notice,  without  time  to  prepare  even 
a  day's  rations  for  the  haversadis. 
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1  ordered  fonr  vagans  to  be  loaded  with  hard  liread  and  pork,  to  follow  the  command. 
TheHe  four  wugu^B,  with  the  additioual  nitions  put  in  with  the  aiumuDition,  is  all  th»  pro* 
viHlODB  the  coinmti.nd  has  had  since  leitviDg  ButliDgton,  except  soiae  beevts  procured  ia 
this  vioiaity.     The  maich  of  yeaterfay  was  from  aighleBO  to  twenty  m!!es. 

When  it  is  GonMdered  (hat  we  have  put  to  flight  a  foroe  equal  to  our  owa,  and  have  pur- 
sued iiim  night  and  day  for  thirty  hours,  aimoet  without  proviaioits,  over  a  laouDtuinous 
and  difficult  road,  and  part  of  the  time  through  a  drenching  storm,  we  may  fee!  sure  that 
our  cauae  must  be  successfully  maintained  by  men  who  show  euch  golJant  bearing  and 
Eolilierly  endurance- 
Justice  to  a  gallant  soldier  compels  me  to  say  that,  from  Philippi  to  the  routing  of  the 
enemy  at  this  place,  too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  on  Captain  Benham,  and  I  take 
this  occasion  to  thank  Mm  for  the  invaluable  service  he  has  rendered  me  I  must  also  coll 
attention  to  the  services  of  Major  W,  Gordon,  now  of  the  llth  regiment  of  infentry, 
Uuited  States  army.  Major  Ctuidon  Tolunteeied  a  private  in  the  9tb  Indiana  regiment, 
was  promoted  secgeant  major  in  the  same  regiment,  and  two  weeks  since  leceived  the  ap- 
pointment of  major  in  the  n^ular  army.  Owing  to  the  position  of  the  enemy  in  front  of 
the  brigade  in  which  he  was  serving  as  sei^ant  major,  he  requested  to  be  retained  until 
the  issae  should  be  settled.  Acting  yesterday  Ha  my  yoluutter  aid  with  the  advance 
column,  Captaio  Benham  testifi^  to  his  gallantry  and  invaluable  services  diiring  the  entire 
day,  and  more  especially  in  the  face  of  the  enemy. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obeiiient  seivant, 

T.  A,  M0REI8,  Brigadier  Gmered,  Canxmamling. 
Major  Sbtb  Wiluams, 

Aiamtant  Adjiilmd  Omeral,  Department  of  the  Ohio. 

HKAEQUAnTEBg  Ahmy  of  OconPATioN,  Westkbh  Vikoikja, 

Camp  near  HuUonaville,  July  U,  1381. 

CoiiONBL :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the  commanding  general, 
the  following  report  of  ttie  operations  of  the  forces  under  my  command  from  the  time  of 
my  leaving  Grafton : 

Pcevioua  to  my  departure  from  Grafton  I  became  satisfied  that  a  large  body  of  the  rebel 
army  (supposed  to  consist  of  six  or  seven  thousand  men,  under  Br^adier  General  Eobert 
8,  Garnett,  formerly  of  the  United  States  army)  occupied  an  intrenched  position  at  laurel 
hill,  atjout  thirteen  miles  soatli  of  Philippi,  on  the  turnpike  leading  to  Beverly,  with  the 
apparent  intention  of  miikiug  a  determined  stand  at  that  point.  Whereupon  I  at  once 
iesolvt<d  to  push  on  with  all  the  available  force  at  my  disposal,  aad  endeavor,  by  making  a 
rapid  detour  through  Buekhannon,  to  reach  Beverly  and  strike  their  rear,  cutting  off  their 
supply  comnmnicutionfrom  Staunton. 

As  sojm  as  I  had  concentrated  my  forces  at  Buckhannon,  I  moved  fbrward,  and  at  the 
same  time  ordered  General  Morris  to  advance  from  Philippi  and  take  a  commanding  positloa 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  distant,  and  directly  opposite  the  enemy's  works,  thereby  enabling 
bim  to  divert  their  attention  from  me,  also  to  watch  their  movements  and  be  in  position  to 
act  promptly  alter  I  had  reached  their  rear  at  Beverly, 

Genetsl  Morris  promptly  responded  to  my  order  and  secured  the  proper  posiHoa  with  but 
slight  resistance,  and  I  pushed  forward  with  my  column  as  rapidly  aa  my  means  of  trans- 
portation wou  1  pe  m  t 

On  the  c  n  ng  f  the  9th  n  tant  I  arrived  at  Roaring  creek,  near  the  base  of  Rich 
mountain,  wh  I  founi  the  e  y  in  couBiderable  force,  had  destroyed  a  bridge,  and 
were  stron^lv  nt  enohei  at  a  I  ot  nhere  the  road  enters  a  defile  leading  up  the  moun- 
t^\in  about  two  m  es  dktant  f  om  my  camp.  On  the  moiiilng  of  the  10th  I  ordered 
a  reconno  stance  m  to  ce  consist  n^  of  the  9th  and  4th  Ohio  volunteers  and  Luoniis's 
battery  inder  the  sopo  v  s  on  of  Leufenant  Poe,  topi^raphical  engineers.  This  waB 
1 1  shed  w  th  n  two  hnnd  ed  ja  ds  o  the  enemy's  guns,  and  iBsnlled  in  the  loss  of  one 
min  kiU'd  and  one  wounded  but  the  dense  thickets  with  which  their  works  were  snr- 
ro  inl  \  preven  ed  the  atti  nment  of  much  positive  or  satisfectory  information.  It  servel, 
h  wever  to  c  nft  m  my  p  ev  is  supposition  that  the  introncbments  were  held  by  a  large 
foice  with  seve  al  guns  n  pos  t  on  to  command  the  first  approaches,  and  that  a  direct 
HEsa  It  would  result  m  a  heavy  and  unnecessary  1  BS  oi  life.  Iheae  considerations  at  once 
deteimined  me  to  make  an  effort  to  turn  their  flank  and  commence  the  attack  from  the 
real  Accordingly  I  ordered  General  Rosecrans  to  move  at  i  o'clock  in  the  morning  with 
the  19th  Ohio,  the  8th,  lOtli,  and  13th  Indiana  regiments,  and  Burdaall's  dragoons,  to  cut 
L  s  way  through  the  almost  impenetrable  thickets  of  brush  to  the  lofty  summit  of  Eich 
ratinnla  n,  at  Hart's  farm,  about  five  miles  distant,  and  to  move  thence  at  once  do"n  the 
tu  np  ke  road  and  attacl;  the  intrenohmocts  in  rear,  and,  during  the  progress  of  his  march, 
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to  commnnicate  with  me  every  hour.  The  reiuatniie  of  the  f  e  anie  my  coramaDd  to 
be  held  in  readineBS  to  ftSBftult  itt  fcoat  as  sooo  as  R  s  o  ana  s  mu  ket  ah  uld  iadicate  that 
he  was  immedUitelj'  in  their  rear.  The  order  to  (i  n  al  R  iieo  ans  to  t  ack  Ihe  rear  of 
the  enemy's  lower  iotrenchmetits  was  not  carried  out  but  h  bngad  ma  ned  at  Hart's 
farm  daring  the  remainder  of  the  day  and  nigbt  and  I  ec  ed  n  mm  nication  from 
him  after  about  11  o'clock  a.  m..,  when  he  was  st  11  dist.  nt  abont  a  mile  and  a  iialf  from 
Hart's  form. 

Aboat  the  time  I  expected  the  general  to  reach  the  e.  of  th  nt  n  hm  nts  I  moved 
up  all  my  available  force  to  the  front  and  remained,  Id  p  rs  n,  ju  t  in  ea  f  the  advance 
pickets,  ready  to  assault  when  Ibe  indicated  moment  should  arrive.  In  the  mean  Ume  I 
sent  Lieutenant  Poe  to  Gnd  such  a  poailion  for  oui  artillery  as  would  enable  ua  to  command 
the  works.  Late  in  the  afternoon  I  received  his  report  that  he  had  found  such  a  place.  I 
immediately  detailed  a  party  to  cut  a  road  to  It  for  our  gans,  but  it  waa  too  late  to  get 
them  into  positjon  before  dark,  and,  as  I  had  received  no  intelligence  whatever  of  General 
Rosecrans's  movemeats,  I  finally  determined  to  return  to  camp,  leaving  merely  sufficieDt 
force  to  cover  the  working  party.  Oi-ders  were  theri  given  to  move  up  ten  guns  with  the 
entire  available  infantry  at  daybreak  the  following  morning.  As  the  troops  were  much 
fetJgued,  Bome  delay  occurred  in  moving  from  camp,  and  just  as  the  guns  were  starting 
intelligence  was  received  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  their  works  and  fied  over  the 
mountains,  leaving  all  their  guna,  means  of  transportation,  ammnnition,  tenls,  and  bag- 
gage behind.  Tlien,  for  the  first  time  since  11  o'clock  the  previous  day,  I  received  a  com- 
munication from  General  Rosecrans  giving  me  the  first  intimation  that  he  bad  taken  the 
enemy's  position  at  Hart's  farm,  from  which  it  appeared  tliat  he,  with  great  difficulty,  and 
almost  superhuman  efforts  on  the  part  of  his  men,  had  forced  his  way  tip  the  precipitous 
side  of  the  mount^n,  and  at  about  1  p.  m.  reached  the  summit,  where  he  encountered  a 
portion  of  the  enemy's  forces,  with  two  guns  in  position  behind  earth  and  log  works,  afford- 
ing proteotioB  t«  their  men. 

The  attack  was  commenced  hy  the  enemy  with  heroic  spirit  and  determination.  They 
opened  upon  (he  advance  of  our  column  with  volleys  of  musketry  and  rapid  discharges  of 
canister,  killing  several  of  our  men  and  at  first  Uirowing  them  into  some  confnsion.  They 
however  soon  i-allied  and  returned  a  brisk  and  accurate  fire,  which  told  with  te  'bl  eff  t 
in  the  enemy' s'ranks,  killing  and  wounding  nearly  every  man  at  their  guns.  Th  t  ps 
then  advanced,  continuing  their  well-directed  fire  until  they  drove  the  enem  f  m  th  ir 
position  and  caused  them  to  lake  flight  down  the  turnpike  towards  their  intreo  hm  ats  at 
the  base  of  the  mountain. 

The  troops  then  encampeS  on  the  battle-field  at  about  3  o'clock  p.  m,,  and  main  d 
there  until  the  following  morning,  when  I  made  a  rapid  march  and  occupied  B  ly  I 
here  learned  that  General  Garnett,  as  soon  as  he  discovered  we  were  approach  g  h  s  a 
and  had  out  off  his  retreat  in  this  direction,  abandoned  his  intrenchments  at  I<nurel  hill, 
leaving  his  tents  and  other  property,  and  bad  made  a  hasty  retreat  in  the  night  over  a 
rough  country  road  leading  towards  Bt.  George.  General  Morris  had  been  repeatedly  in- 
structed by  me  to  keep  a  close  watch  upon  Garnett's  movemeaia.  and  to  be  leatiy  the 
moment  he  retreated  to  follow  him  up  vigorously  with  all  his  available  force  and  crush 
him  if  possible  ;  but,  much  to  my  surpiise,  when  he  discovered  that  Garnett  had  escaped, 
h^  only  sent  a  portion  of  his  force  about  eight  miles,  and  then  halted  it  for  several  hours 
to  communicate  with  me  and  bring  up  re-enforoemenls. 

This  detention  gave  Garnett  the  opportunity  to  get  far  in  advance,  and  had  it  not  been 
for  the  rapid  and  welMirected  march  of  the  advance  conducted  by  Captain  Benham,  it  is 
believed  tjiat  the  rebel  general  would  have  escaped  unharmed  Captaia  Benham  is  entitled 
to  great  praise  for  his  prompt  and  energetic  movement  upon  Garnett's  rear,  the  result  of 
which  will  be  seen  from  his  report  enclosed.  This  shows  that  General  Garnett  and  about 
twenty  others  of  the  enemy  were  killed,  and  fifty  prisoners,  two  stands  of  colors,  and  one 
rifled  cannon  taken,  besides  the  baggage  train  and  a  large  amoanC  of  other  property.  I 
take  very  great  pleasure  in  recommending  Captain  Benham  to  the  special  notice  of  the 
genetal-iu-chlet 

Immediately  after  learning  that  Garnett  had  retreated,  I  ordered  Brigadier  General  Hill 
(oominimding  at  Grafton)  to  assemble  all  his  disposable  force  and  endeavor,  by  a  rapid  march 
upon  Saint  George  or  West  Union,  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  rebels ;  but  I  have  not  yet 
heard  the  result  of  his  movement.  My  last  advices  this  evening  report  General  Hill's 
advance  within  four  miles  of  the  retreating  rebels. 

I  have  not  time  now  to  notice  individual  acts  of  merit  and  bravery  displayed  in  the 
recent  conflicts,  but  shall  take  an  eaiiy  opportunity  of  presenting  them  to  you  In  detail. 
I  cannot,  however,  let  the  present  occasion  pass  without  making  mention  of  the  services  of 
Brigadier  General  Eoseorans  in  conducting  his  command  up  the  very  precipitous  sides  of 
the  mountains  and  overcoming  the  formidable  obataeles  which  impeded  bis  progress  ;  also, 
for  the  very  hacdsome  manner  in  which,  he  pianned  and  directed  his  attack  upon  the  rebels 
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at  Hart'«  ferm,  carrying  them  after  a,  stout  and  determined  reaiBtanoe.  I  also  consider  It 
due  to  my  volunteer  aide-de-camp,  Colooel  F.  W.  Lander,  to  speak  of  his  seivices  in  this 
connexion.  He  (by  the  rpquest  of  GeneiaZ  Soeccmns)  accompanied  his  column,  and  by 
his  experience  asasted  materially  Itt  coodnoting  the  troops  over  a  most  difficult  country, 
and  di8pla.yed  extraordinary  activity  and  oourtige  io  the  battle.  He  escaped  unhurt,  having 
the  horse  under  him  disabled  by  a  oanieter  shot. 

I  pursued  the  retreating  rebels  yesterday  as  fer  as  Cheat  tiver,  and  became  satisfied  that 
they  wimld  not  stop  short  of  Staunton.  I  therefore  returned  to  this  (amp.  ivhiob  com- 
mands the  communicalJon  between  eastern  and  western  Virginia  over  the  Staunton  and 
Parliersburg  turnpike. 

General  Garnett'a  command,  when  last  heard  from,  were  retreating  in  great  confusion 
near  tlie  north  branch  of  the  Fotomao  on  the  road  leading  from  West  Union  to  Wil- 
liamsport. 

I  triiBt  I  will  not  be  regarded  as  merely  conforming  to  a  fisrmula  when  I  expres  the 
great  obligatione  duo  to  my  personal  and  general  staff,  who  by  their  good  judgment,  un- 
tiring energy  and  cool  conduct,  have  enabled  me  to  overcome  the  inevitable  difficulties  of 
an  imperfeut  and  hasty  orgaotsition,  and  to  accomplish  whatever  good  results  have  been 
achieved.  As  far  as  I  have  myself  observed  and  learned  from  their  officers,  the  conduct  of 
the  volunleers  who  participated  in  the  actions  at  Rich  mountain  and  at  Catriok's  ford  was 
uoexceptionable.  They  Invariably  displayed  an  ardent  desire  to  meet  the  enemy,  and 
great  gallantry  in  action,  and,  in  my  judgment,  all  they  requite  to  mate  good  and  reliable 
soldiers  is  a  little  more  dvill  and  dtecipline. 

The  results  of  the  action  at  Eich  moontain,  as  nearly  aa  can  be  ascertained,  were  aa 
follows;  Our  loss  in  killed,  12  ;  wounded,  59  ;  no  prisoners.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  In 
killed,  135 ;  wounded  and  prisoners,  {not  yet  reported,)  as  near  as  can  be  determined, 
between  800  and  900.  Two  brass  6-pounder  cannon,  a  taige  number  of  muskets,  two  stands 
of  colors,  and  other  property,  were  taken.  Two  6-pounder  brass  cannon  were  captured  at 
the  lower  intrenchments,  with  a  large  wagon  train,  with  horses  and  a  large  number  of 
tents.  But  the  really  important  resTilts  of  these  operations  are  the  complete  rout  and  an- 
nihilation of  the  rebel  forces,  the  capture  of  one  and  the  death  of  the  other  of  their 
leaders,  that  this  portion  of  Western  Vii^inia  is  entirely  freed  from  their  presence  and 
that  there  is  now  not  one  eeingle  organized  band  of  the  rebels  on  this  ^de  of  the  mountain 
noriJi  of  the  Kanawha  valley. 

After  my  arrival  at  Beverly  I  received  a  note  from  Colonel  Pegram  containing  a  propo 
sition  to  surrender  his  command  as  prisoners  of  war.  This  note,  with  my  reply,  are  en" 
closed.  His'  command,  consisting  of  33  commissioned  officers  and  560  men,  are  now 
piisooers. 

1  am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOIWJK  e.  McCLELLAN,  Major  Geaeral  U.  S.  Army. 

Oolonel  E.  D.  Townsekd,  A.  A.  G., 

limdqaarlers  <^  the  Army,  Washingtoa,  D.  G. 


HeADQUAKTEHS  Isi  BbIOABE  U.  S.  TOLDKTEEE  MllITTi, 

licvcrly,  Virginia,  Jtdy  19,  1861. 

Major  :  In  oViodience  to  the  order  of  the  major  general  commanding,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  1st  brigade,  consisfing  of  the  8th 
and  10th  Indiana  volnnteer  nulitia,  the  J3th  Indiana  U.  S.  volunteer  infantry,  and  I9th 
Ohio  U.  S.  volunteer  militia,  which  teeuited  in  dislodging  Uie  rebel  forces  from  their  in- 
trenched position  at  camp  Gai-natt  on  Rich  mountain. 

After  the  armed  reconnoissance  was  over,  by  direction  of  the  major  general  1  ordered 
the  8th  Indiana  to  bivouac  in  advance  of  tlie  camp  at  Roaring  creek,  and  the  10th  and 
13th  into  camp. 

About  10  p.  m,  I  came  to  the  headquarters  with  a  plan  for  turning  the  enemy's  position. 
The  general,  having  considered  it  and  heard  the  information  on  which  it  was  based,  was 
pleased  to  direct  me  to  carry  it  out,  and  for  that  purpose  ordered  Colonel  Sullivan,  of  the 
13th  Indiana,  and  Burdsall's  cavalry,  temporarily  attached  to  the  brigade,  and  that  the 
movement  should  hegia  at  daylight  on  the  next  morning. 

The  troops  were  ordered  to  parade  in  silence  under  arms,  without  knapsaciis,  with  one 
day's  rations  in  their  haversacks  and  their  canteens  filled  with  water.  By  inadvertence 
the  assembly  was  sounded  in  the  19th  Ohio  regiment  and  lights  put  in  several  tents,  when 
I  discovered  it ;  but  they  were  promptly  exfjngnisbed. 

The  pickets  relieved,  the  regimental  camps  and  guards  with  the  sick,  and  a  few  men  of 
each  company  remaining,  orders  were  given  that  the  reveille  shoald  be  beaten  at  the  usual 
hour,  and  the  column  formed  and  moved  fovwai'd  in  the  following  order  and  strength : 


Google 
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First.  8th  Inrfittoa,  Tinder  Benton 242  strong. 

Second.   Iflth  Indiana,  under  Mantion 425       " 

Third,   13th  Indiaea,  under  Sullivan 65D       " 

Fourth,  19tli  Ohio,  under  Bentty 525       " 

Total  infantry 1,843 

Fifth.  Burdsall's  cavalry. ...... 75 


Colonel  Lander,  accompanied  by  the  guide,  led  the  way  through  a  paiiiesa  forest  orer 
rodiS  and  taviuee,  keeping  far  down  on  the  southeastern  declivities  of  the  mountain  spurs 
and  using  no  axe,  io  avoid  discovery  hy  the  enemy,  whom  we  supposed  would  lie  on  the 
alert  hy  reason  of  the  nppearanoe  of  unusual  stir  in  our  camp  and  the  lateness  of  the  hour. 
A  rain  set  in  about  6  a.  m.  and  lasted  until  about  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  with  iot«miissioas, 
dialing  which  the  column  pushed  cautiously  and  steadily  forward,  and  arrived  at  last  and 
halted  in  rear  of  tha  crest  on  the  top  of  Rich  mountain,  hungry  and  weary  with  an  eight- 
hoais'  march  over  a  most  unkindly  road.  They  lay  down  to  rest,  while  Colonel  Lander 
and  the  general  examined  the  countiy.  It  was  fouud  that  the  guide  vfas  too  much  soared 
to  be  with  us  longer,  and  we  had  another  valley  to  cross,  another  hill  to  climb,  another 
descent  beyond  that  to  make,  before  we  ci'uld  reach  the  Beverly  road  at  the  top  of  the 
mounlsln.  On  this  road  we  started  at  2  o'clock  and  reached  the  top  of  the  mountain 
after  the  loss  of  an  hour's  IJme,  hy  mistake  in  the  direction  of  the  head  of  the  column. 
In  redafying  which  the  10th  Indiana  took  the  adrance. 

Shortly  after  passing  over  the  crest  of  the  hill,  the  head  of  the  column,  ordered  to  ha 
covered  by  a  company  deployed  as  skirmishers,  was  fired  on  by  the  enemy's  pioketa,  kill- 
ing Sergeant  James  A.  Tap:gart  and  dangerously  wounding  Captain  Chilstopber  Miller,  of 
the  lOth.  The  column  then  advanced  through  dense  broshwood,  emerging  into  rather 
more  open  brushwood  and  trees,  when  the  rebels  opened  a  fire  of  both  musketry  and 
6-pounders,  firing  some  case  shot  and  a  few  shells. 

The  10th  advanced  and  took  position  at  A,  Plan  No.  1,  with  one  company  deployed  as 
skirmishers  coveting  its  front.  The  8th  ailvaiiced  and  halted  in  column  of  fours  at  B. 
The  13th  advanced  to  C,  in  an  old  rood,  where  it  was  ordered  to  occupy  the  heights,  with 
three  companies  atddd,  and  skirmish  down  the  hill,  keeping  strong  reserves  on  the  top ; 
three  companies  were  ordered  back  to  E,  t«  cover  the  debouch  up  the  valley  on  the  left ; 
the  companies  of  the  remaloder  were  to  fill  the  space  in  the  line  marked  i  i  i  ,  the  re- 
maining two  companies  standing  in  column  at  A  .  The  IBth  Ohio  came  down  the  road 
and  halted  in  column  at  H. 

Owing  to  misunderstanding  orders,  Colonel  Sullivan  occupied  the  hill  with  his  whole 
regiment,  and  it  took  forty  minutes  to  correct  the  error  and  get  into  the  proper  position 
as  indicated.  l"he  command  forward  was  then  given,  and  another  company  from  the 
right  of  the  10th  deployed  as  skirmishers,  leaving  an  interval  through  which  the  8lh  could 
pass  in  column  and  charge  the  rebel  battery  on  the  left  of  their  position  at  Z  as  soon  as  our 
fire  had  tcld  properly.  At  the  same  time  Colonel  SollivaE  was  to  take  his  four  companies 
and  chBi?;e  around  the  road  on  the  left.  After  an  advance  of  fifty  yards  and  some  heavy 
flrii^  &om  our  line,  the  enemy  showed  dgns  of  yielding,  and  I  gaTe  orders  to  the  8th  and 
sent  them  to  the  colonel  of  the  13th,  to  charge  in  column.  The  8th  made  a  mistake  and 
got  into  line  at  8,  where,  in  consideration,  of  their  abundant  supplies  of  ammunition,  I  left 

The  13th  went  into  column  at  D,  Plan  2.  Seven  companies  of  the  19th  Ohio  deployed 
into  line  at  H  and  delivered  two  splendid  volleys,  when  the  enemy  broke.  Meanwhile  I 
rode  round  to  the  13th  and  drove  them  in  in  charge  up  across  the  road,  as  shown  atL.  The 
loth  charged  by  fours  at  J.     The  8th  came  down  and  charged  upon  tha  rebel  front  at  K . 

The  battle  was  over,  the  enemy  dispersed,  one  piece  of  cannon  taken  at  A,  another  at 
B,  and  their  dead  and  wounded  scattered  over  the  hill-side. 

Learning  from  a  captive  that  the  44th  Virginia  and  some  Georgia  troops  and  cavalry 
were  below,  and  finding  it  too  late  io  continue  the  operations  against  the  rebels'  position 
that  evening  with  troops  aa  much  exhausted  as  were  ours,  and  threatened,  too,  by  succors, 
the  troops  were  bivouacked  in  the  position  shown  on  Plan  No.  2 — Lieutenant  Colonel  Hol- 
lingsworth  going  down  on  tlie  ridge  with  six  companies  to  the  positjon  mentioned,  within 
half  a  mile  of  the  rebel  pickets. 

The  two  biass  Spounders  captured  were  put  in  order,  and,  under  command  of  Captain 
Conckle,  19th  Ohio,  placed — one  looking  down  the  Beverly  road  at  C,  the  other  at  d,  look- 
ing towards  camp  Gamett. 

During  that  rainy  night  our  men  bivouacked  cheerfully,  and  turned  out  with  great 
promptitude  wbtncver  the  rebels  Ijy  their  movements  alarmed  our  pickets.     About  3 
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tj' clock  in  the  morning  of  tie  12th  our  pickets  biought  in  a  prisoner  from  the  rebel  camp, 
from  whom  I  learned  theic  forces  were  disorganiaed  anii  probably  dispersing.  This  deter- 
mined the  dispodWons  tor  tlie  attack  on  tlie  camp.  I  ordered  Colonel  Beatty,  with  all  tha 
19th,  to  proceed  along  the  ridge  and  take  tteir  position  on  the  eouth  side  of  the  road,  and 
directed  BurdEalVs  cavalry,  accompanied  \>y  one  company  of  the  lOth  Indiana,  to  recon- 
noitre dowtt  the  road.  Colonel  Sullivan,  with  the  13th,  was  to  follow  the  movement 
promptly,  and  by  kls  Bkirmishere  to  clean  tte  Mll-gide  north  of  the  road. 

These  orders  were  obeyed,  and,  finding  the  portion  a'bandoned,  EnrdeaU's  cavalry  and 
company  C,  lOth  Indiana  regiment,  entered  the  camp  about  6  o'clock  a.  m,,  where  they 
found  and  took  prisoners  fen  (10)  officers,  five  (5)  non-commissioned  officers,  fifty-four  (54) 
privates,  the  descriptive  list  of  which  is  hereto  att^iched,  and  marked  A.  Colonel  Beatty 
entered  the  upper  camp  about  the  earn e  time  and  occupied  it,  taking  charge  of  the  property, 
amoDg  whioli  were  two  brass  6-pounders,  and  some  eighty  tents,  four  caiasone,  and  one 
hnndred  (100)  rounds  of  am.muattion.  Colonel  Sullivan,  of  the  13th  Indiana,  came  ia 
and  occupied  the  camp  on.  the  north  side  of  the  road,  and  took  charge  of  tbu  horses, 
wantons,  teats,  tools,  and  implements  of  the  rebels  there. 

The  8th.  and  lOth  Indiana  were  left  in  poEBeaaion  on.  the  battle-field,  and  were  charged 
with  the  duty  of  burying  the  dead.  They  remained  unUl  next  morning,  tke  13th,  when 
the  \yhole  force  moved  forward  to  their  present  encampment  at  Beverly. 

Having  given  the  details,  I  close  my  report  by  the  following 


With  strong  detachments  from  tlie  19th  Ohio,  tlie  8th,  lOth,  and  lath  Indiana,  and 
Bivrdsall's  cavalry,  amonnting  to  1,912  rank  aud  file,  X  set  out  at  6  a.  m.  of  the  lUh,  and 
by  a  circuitona  ronte  through  a  trackless  mountain  fbrest  reached  the  Beverly  road  at  the 
top  of  Bicb  monnt^D,  where  I  found  the  enemy  advised  of  my  approach,  and  in  force  with, 
two  6-pounders,  fleld-piecea,  and  infantry,  from  various  circumstauceB  jadged  to  have 
lieen  from  SOO  to  1,200  strong,  though  probably  not  all  of  them  In  action.  We  formed  at 
about  3  o'clock,  under  cover  of  oor  skirmishers,  guarding  well  ag^nst  a  flank  attack  from 
the  direction  of  the  rebels'  position,  and  after  a  brisk  fite,  which  threw  the  rebels  into 
confusion,  carried  their  position  by  a  charge,  driving  them  from  behind  some  It^  breast- 
works, and  pursued  them  info  the  thickets  on  the  monnfain.  We  captured  twenty-one 
■  ers,  two  brass  6-ponnderB,  fifty  stand  of  arms,  and  some  corn  and  provisions. 
IB  twelve  (12)  killed,  and  forty-nioe  (48)  wounded. 

Ishudsometwenty  (20)  wounded  on  the  field.  The  number  of  the  killed  we  could 
not  ascertain,  but  subsequently  the  number  of  burials  reported  to  this  date  is  one  hundred 
and  thirty-five,  (135,)  many  found  scattered  over  the  mouotmn.  Our  troops  were  informed 
that  there  were  one  or  two  regiments  of  rebels  towards  Beveily,  and  finding  the  hour  late, 
bivouacked  on  their  arms,  amid  a  cold,  drenching  rain,  to  await  daylight,  vhen  tliey  moved 
forward  on  the  enemy's  intrenched  position,  which  was  found  abandoned  by  all  escept 
sixty-three  (63)  men,  who  were  taken  prisoners. 

We  took  possession  of  two  brass  epounders,  four  caissons,  and  one  hundred  rounds  of 
ammunition,  two  kegs  and  one  barrel  of  powder,  19,000  buck  and  hall  cartridges,  two  stands 
of  colors,  and  a  large  lot  of  equipments  and  clothing,  consisting  of  201  tenl^,  427  pairs 
pants,  124  asas,  9B  picks,  134  spades  and  shovels;  all  their  train,  consisting  of  29  wagons, 
75  horses,  4  mules,  and  60  pairs  harness. 

The  enemy  finding  their  position  turned,  abandoned  intrenchments  which  taken  by  the 
front  would  have  cost  us  a  thousand  lives,  and  dispersed  through  the  mountains,  some 
attempting  to  escape  by  the  way  of  Laurel  hill,  and  others  aiming  for  Euttonsville. 
Among  the  former  were  the  command  of  Colonel  Pegram,  which,  unable  to  join  the  rebels 
at  Laurel  hill,  surrendered  to  the  major  general  on  the  13th.  Our  loss  in  the  engB^ement, 
killed  and  wounded,  is  shown  in  the  statement  hereto  appended,  maiked  B.  The  list  of 
prisoners  taken  is  shown  in  the  paper  hereto  appended,  marked  D.  The  invoice  of  property 
captured  and  turned  over  to  the  post  quartermaster  is  hereto  annexed,  marked  B. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  deem,  it  proper  to  observe  (hat,  conslderlag  the  rawness  and  in- 
experience of  both  officers  and  men,  the  fact  that  one-foncth  were  on  picliet  guard  the 
previous  evening,  and  had  made  a  most  fatiguing  march  through  the  rain,  and  with  only 
inadequate  supplies  of  food,  their  conduct  was  admirable. 

Among  those  who  are  entitled  to  special  mention  are  Colonel  Lander,  who,  with  the 
guide,  led  the  way  into  the  very  midst  of  the  action  ;  Colonel  Manson,  of  the  lOth  Indiana, 
who  was  eveiywhere  along  his  line,  inspiring  the  men  by  his  voice  and  presence,  and  who 
bravely  led  the  charge  of  his  regiment. 

Colonel  Benton  was  ready  ts  obey  orders,  and  moved  among  his  men  with  alacrity. 

Colonel  Sullivan  charged  with  his  command  as  the  rebels  were  dispersing,  and  oaptmod 
several  of  the  prisonei-B.    Major  Wilson,  of  the  8th,  wasconsplcuousforcoalness  and  prompt- 
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itnde  of  Bction.  Lieutenant  Celooel  Colgrove,  of  tbe  8th,  deaervee  eepeciiil  mention  for 
bis  coolness  while  forming  hie  lines  of  tbe  regiment  Tindef  fire.  Major  Foster,  of  the  13th, 
showed  coolness  and  self-poeseEslon  in  forming  a  porUon  of  bis  men  under  the  fire  of  tbe 

My  thanks  are  due  CaptMn  Kingsbuty,  my  aesistnnt  adjutant  ganerai,  and  to  Captain 
A.  IrwiQ  Harrison,  for  tbeir  valuabls  and  efficient  aid  )n  carrying  ordei-s  nndcr  fire. 
Tbe  lOtb  Indiana  was  under  fire  for  an  hour  and  a  half. 

Tbe  IStb  Ohiodistingulslied  Itself  for  the  oool  and  handsome  manner  in  which  they 
held  tbelr  post  against  a  flank  attack,  and  for  the  manner  in  which  they  came  into  line 
and  delivered  their  fite  near  the  close  of  the  action, 

I  consider  Coloaet  Beatty  to  have  managed  ills  men  well,  and  to  have  been  ably  seconded 
by  Colonel  Hollingsworth  and  Major  Bnciley. 

For  tbe  individuals  who  distinguished  themselves  under  the  eyes  of  their  regimental 
oommnnders,  I  respectfully  refer  to  tbe  report  of  the  colonels  of  regiments  herewith  sub- 
mitted. 

Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  aecvant, 

W.  S.  R0SECRAN3, 
Brig7d!e!-  Gtneral  United  Slates  Army. 
Majors.  Williams,  A.  A.  G., 

United  Slaia  Army,  Seadquarlera  Army  of  TF«s!  Virgmi^. 


HeADQUARTEHS  of  the  AbMS  Of  OCOUFAIION, 

WeA  Virginia.  July  23,  18SI. 
Macior  :  Herewith  please  find  report  of  tbe  affair  at  Rich  mountain,  July  II.     The  map 
which  sliould  accompany  it  will  be  formatdoil  joh  to-morrow. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  8.  EOSBCEANS, 
Jirigadisr  General  United  Slates  Artivj. 
Major  S,  WiLriAJB,  Asminnt  Adjatant  Gena-(d. 


List  fjf  wtyunded  in  the  1st  brigade,  army  of  West    Virsinia.  under   Brigadier  General  Jiofecrans,  in 
thi  affair  at  Rkh  mounlam,  July  11,  iSfil. 

lOIft  Teghneni  of  Indiana  uoiunfcar  laSMia. — James  R-  M.  Bciant,  lieutenant  colonel ;    W.  O. 

Wilson,  Major ;  Chris.  Miller,  company  A,  captain  ;  Coaklln,  company  H,  csptain  ; 

John  Bcower,  company  D,  lieutenant. 

OommisBioned  officers  wounded 5 

Non-<S>m  missioned  and  privates 51 

Total  wounded , - 56 

Total  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  killed 12 

Total  killed  and  wounded _ fiS 

8(A  Indiana  r^imCTf,— Franklin  M.  Slotwingh,  company  A,  Zd  corporal ,  Joseph  Funk, 
company  A,  private ;  William  H.  Keller,  company  A,  1st  serpeant ;  G.  W.  Shane,  company 
B,  4th  sergeant ;  Henry  L.  Powell,  company  B,  private;  C.  W.  Eeid,  company  C,  private  ; 
Andrew  fiideuour,  company  C,  private ;  Ashbary  Kerwood,  company  C,  private ;  John 
Walker,  company  0,  privaffl ;  Frederick  Coppersmith,  company  0,  private ;  Park  Strahan, 
company  E,  private  ;  Samuel  Williams,  company  E,  private;  William  Lamb,  company  F, 
private  ;  Benjamin  Curtis,  company  G,  private ;  Lemuel  Cuaiok,  company  H,  private ;  Jacob 
Saibors,  company  H,  private ;  Jacob  Beroth,  company  H,  private ;  Jesse  King,  company 
H,  pdvate  ;  M.  M.  Stevenson,  company  I,  1st  sergeant :  James  Buchanan,  company  I, 
private  ;  Andrew  Stufzman,  company  I,  private ;  Franfe  Hall,  company  K,  2d  sergeant ; 
Samuel  DeVaughn,  company  K,  private. 

lOth  Indiana  rtgimtnt  — William  Stokes,  company  A,  private  ;  William  Manburn ,  company 
A,  private  ;  Chauncey  Thompson,  company  A,  private ;  Frank  M.  Bryant,  company  A, 
private;  Thomas  C.  'fiuit,  company  A,  private;  Koah  Kick,  company  A,  prlvati; ;  Lent 
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Saiidfra,  company  P,  private ;  Howe  HuBel,  company  F,  private  ;  H.  T.  Everhart,  company 

F,  private  ;  James  W.  Gwiii,  companj'  D,  private  ;  Aaron- -,  coLPpaay  D,  private  ;  Johu 

Cutighaw,  company  D,  private  ;  Henry  Ranli,  compuDy  D,  private  ;  Heovy  Young,  com. 
pany  D,  private;  Daniel  Lander,  company  I,  privates  William  Singleton,  company  I, 
private;  Reuben  Westo,  company  I.  private;  George  W.  Brooks,  company  K,  private; 
Keiily  Woods,  company  K,  private  ;  Henry  McGill,  company  H,  private. 

iStIt  Indiiimi  regimenl. — CliatieB  Crumbo,  company  A,  private ;  Henry  Loop,  company  E, 
private  ;  Charies  Paff,  company  E,  private ;  Durban  Mathews,  company  E,  private ;  Isaac 
Tliornburg,  company  H,  private ;  James  Carnagan,  company  H,  private  ;  Jamea  Thompson, 
company  G,  private  ;  John  Fordzee,  company  G,  private. 

rdsl  of  cTKaaiiiis  in  the  let  brigade,  army  of  DtiHipation,  West    ViTgiida,  nmfer  Brigadier  General 
Rasecrans,  in  the  affair  at  Rich  taaardain,  Jtdy  11,  ISGl. 

8(ft  Indiana  Tsgimeni. — Philander  Wiseheart,  company  B  ;  Joseph  Becli,  company  6, 
piivate ;  Jamea  H.  Emmett,  company  H,. private. 

Wlh  Indiana  regimeat. — James  A.  Taggert,  company  A,  private  ;  Samnei  Tecum,  company 
F,  private ;  R.  R.  Eiiington,  company  E,  private. 

ISlh  Indiana  regiment. — James  Blazer,  company  A,  pi'ivate;  John  Powell,  company  B, 
corporal ;  Jiihn  J)'.  Waraer,  company  B,  corporal ;  William  Eiffln,  company  E,  private  ; 
Patrick  Weiah,  company  G,  private  ;  Allen  Thompson,  company  H,  private. 


Received,  Beverly,  Yirginia,  Jidy  15,  1861,  ^Clipiain  Q.N.  Oaaliing,  ^aattermazler  brigade  Ohio 
and  Indiana  Uailtd  Slates  voluiireer  mitUia,  commandtdby  Oeneral  Rosecram,  bmg  jmgiwly  cajitared 
front  the  menig  at  Rich  laounlain,  July  13,  ISGl — 


890  niuskete. 

84  tents. 

i2  ronads  6 -pounder  shot. 

axed. 

84  sets  tent  poles. 

60  rounds  S-pounder  shot, 

(i  unfinished  tents. 

1  Iteg  blasting  powder. 

GO  harness. 

1  keg  rifle  powder. 

157  cotton  haversacks. 

1  baiTel  c:immon  powder. 

30  oil-cloth  haversacks. 

i,  000  musltet  cartridges,  calibre  69. 

21  knapsacks. 

L,  000  mUBket  cactiidgea,  caUbre  54. 

67  canteens. 

427  pantJiloons. 

i  6-pounder  bwss  cannon 

1  trunk. 

I  chest. 

84  axes. 

}-  keg  of  nails. 

98  picks. 

y  drums. 

11  pick  handles. 

75  horses. 

98  picks  and  handles. 

4  mules. 

19  aias,  (hand.) 

3  spriug  wagons. 

1  m»llet. 

6  Cooes  toga  wagons. 

1  aiigcr. 

1  four-horse  common  wagon. 

104  shovels. 

19  two-horse  common  wagons. 

40  tin  Clips.  3  saucepans. 

25  tin  plutos.  2  baking  pans. 
20  coffeepL^ts.  2  brass  kettles. 

14  (in  pans.  3  tin  dippers. 
12  tin  buckefa.  2  sieves. 

71  wooden  buckijfs.  1  teakettle. 

8  fiyiiig  pans.  1  aitillery  bucket. 

6  quart  cups.  1  woodi^n  can. 

3  ovens  and  seven  lids.  1  hatchet. 

4  skiiletSi  1  hand  ase. 
6  camp  kettles.  81  tents. 

5  wash  pans.  81  seta  tent  poles. 
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BATTLE    OF    COEINTH. 


HeADQUIBTEKS  13th  ABMV  CoEPS,  DeFAKTMBNT  OS  THB  TSBNEiSSBE, 

Lagrange,  I'eimeaaee,  Noiiembtr  13,  I8G2. 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  Brigadier  General  Tliomas  J.  McKean's 
i-eport  of  the  part  taken  by  the  sixth  division,  io  the  battle  ot  Corinth.     It  was  not  in  at 
the  time  of  forwarding  other  reports. 

I  am,  coloael,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  8.  GItANT,  ifajor  General. 
Colonel  J.  C.  Keltos, 

AaiaUatt  AdJiOanl,  General,  Waskingtoit,  D.  C. 


Headquabtebs  Abmy  or  'ihb  Miaaissippi, 

Teibd  Division  Disteict  of  West  Tknsesskb, 

Cormift,  Octobir  25,  1862. 
Majob  :  I  !i!ive  tho  honor  tosuhruit,  for  the  information  of  ihe  major  general  commanding 
the  <iigtriot,  the  following  report  of  lUe  battle  of  Corinth  : 


The  rumors  which  followed  the  battle  ot  luka  were,  that  Price  had  marched  to  fho  vicinitj- 
of  Eipley,  and  was  being  joined  by  Van  Dorn  with  all  the  available  rebel  forces  in  north 
Mississippi,  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  Corinth,  or  breaking  our  line  of  oommunicadon, 
and  forcing  ns  io  retreat  towards  Columhue.  These  rumors  gained  strength  until  the  first 
of  October,  when  strong  cavalry  scouts,  sent  out  for.  the  purpose,  demonstrated  the  fact 
that  the  rebels  were  moving  in  force  from  Ripley,  via  Eucketsville,  and  that  the  main  body 
was  at  Focahontas. 

The  question  then  was,  where  would  they  atilke  the  main  blow?  Equally  favorably 
situated  to  stiike  Bolivar,  Bethel,  Jackson,  or  Corinth— which  would  it  be  f 

Dnfortonately  for  tne,  there  was  no  map  of  the  country  northwest  ot  this  place  to  be 
found,  therefore  I  could  not  tell  whether  to  expect  a  strong  demonstration  here,  to  hold 
us  la  suspense  while  the  blow  was  struck  elsewhere  or  vke  iwsa.  Rumors  that  the  attack 
was  to  take  the  direction  of  Jackson  or  Bolivar,  via  Bethel,  were  bo  rife,  and  the  fortifications 
ot  Corinth  were  so  well  known  to  the  rebels,  that  I  had  hopes  they  would  undertake  to 
mask  me,  and,  passing  north,  give  mo  an  opportunity  to  beat  the  masking  force  and  cut 
off  their  retreat.  This  hope  g^ned  some  strength  from  the  supposed  difficulties  of  the 
country  lying  in  the  triangle  formed  by  the  Memphis  and  Charleston,  the  Mobile  and  Ohio 
i-ailroai!s,  and  Cypress  creek. 

To  be  prepai'ed  for  eventualities,  Hamilton's  and  Stanley's  divisions  were  placed  just 
beyond  Bridge  creek,  the  infantry  outposts  were  called  in  fcora  Inlia,  BurnsvHle,  Eienai 
and  Danville,  and  the  outpost  at  Chemalla  retired  to  near  Alexander's,  and  strengthened 
by  another  regiment  and  a  battery,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  second. 

During  that  day  evidences  Increased,  showing  the  practicability  of  the  country  northwest 
of  us,  and  disclosed  the  fact,  not  before  known,  that  there  were  two  good  roads  from  Che- 
walla  eastward,  one  leading  directly  into  the  old  rebel  intrenchments,  and  the  other  crossing 
over  ijxto  the  Pi tlsbnrg  Landing  road. 

Accordingly,  the  following  disposition  of  the  troops  for  the  3d  was  ordered  at  half  past 
one  a.  m.  of  that  day,  viz : 

There  being  indications  of  a  possible  attack  on  Corinth  immediately,  the  following  dis- 
positions of  troops  win  be  made  :  General  McKean,  with  his  division,  will  occupy  his  present 
position  ;  General  Davis  will  occupy  the  line  between  the  Memphis  and  the  Columbus 
roada;  General  Hamilton,  with  his  division,  will  take  position  between  the  rebel  works  on 
the  Purdy  and  on  the  Hamburg  roads,  and  General  Stanley  will  hold  his  division  in  reserve 
at  or  near  the  old  headquarters  of  M^or  General  Grant. 

The  respective  divldons  will  he  found  in  two  lines,  the  second  line  being  either  in  line 
of  battle,  or  close  column  by  division,  as  drcumstances  may  require. 

Ihe  troops  were  ordered  to  move  towards  their  positions  wiLh  one  hundred  rounds  of 
ammunition,  and  three  days'  rations  per  man,  hy  3  o'clock  a,  m. 

ITiese  dispositions  were  made,  and  the  troops  at  9  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  third 
occupied  the  positions  shown  on  the  accompanying  map  :  Hamilton  on  the  right,  Davis  in 
the  centre,  McKean  on  the  left,  with  an  advance  of  three  regiments  of  Infantry  and  a 
tion  ot  artillery  under  Colonel  Oliver,  on  the  Chewalli  road,  e 
voad  the  rebel  breastworks. 
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The  oavftliy  was  diapoaed  as  follows,  {see  map  accompanying  ColoHel  Miuaer's  report :) 

A  baitalion  at  BiirnBville,  one  at  Rory'e  mill,  on  the  Jacinto  acd  Corinth  load.  Colonel 
Lee,  with  the  7th  Kaiiaaa  and  part  of  tte  7th  Illinois,  at  Kossuth  acd  EoDeyard,  watching 
the  rebelfl'  right  flank.  Colonel  Hatch  and  Captain  Wiloos  oa  the  east  and  north  fronts, 
covering  and  reconnoitring. 

The  reasons  for  these  dispoailions  flow  obvionsly  from  the  foregoing  explanations  of  our 
ignorance  of  the  northwesteily  approaches,  and  of  the  possibility  that  the  rebels  might 
threaten  tis  on  the  Chewalla,  and  attack  us  by  the  Smith's  Bridge  road  on  our  left,  or  go 
louod  and  try  ns  with  his  main  force  on  the  Purdy,  or  even  Pittsburg  Landing  road. 

The  general  plan,  which  was  explained  to  the  division  eoromaDders,  verbally,  in  the 
morning,  waa  to  hold  the  enemy  at  arm's  length,  by  opposing  him  strongly  in  our  assumed 
positions,  and  when  his  force  bocnme  fully  developed,  and  lie  had  assumed  position,  if  we 
found  it  necessary  to  tske^a  position  which  would  give  us  the  use  of  our  batteries  and  the 
open  ground  in  the  immiMiate  vicinity  of  Corinth,  the  exact  position  to  ha  determined  by 
events  and  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 


Early  in  the  morning  the  advance  under  Colonel  Oliver  found  strong  indications  that 
the  presence  under  which  he  bad  retired  on  the  second  came  from  the  advancing  foe,  and 
iiocordingly  took  a  strong  position  on  the  hill  near  the  angle  of  the  rebel  breastworks  with 
Ilia  three  regiments  and  a  section  of  arfiliery. 

By  S  o'clock  the  enemy  began  to  press  them  sharply  and  outflank  them.  Brigadier 
General  MoArthur,  whom  I  had  requested  to  go  to  the  front,  reported  widespread  but 
shiok  skirmishing,  and  said  the  hill  was  of  great  value  to  teat  tlie  advancing  force.  I 
ordered  him  to  hold  it  pretty  firmly  with  that  view. 

About  10  o'clock  word  came  that  tlie  enemy  were  pressing  the  point  iiotly,  and  that 
re-enforcements  were  required,  or  they  miist  yield  the  position.  Supposing  its  importance 
was  properly  nnderstood,  and  that  it  was  held  in  subordination  to  the  general  views  of  its 
use,  which  had  been  explained,  I  directed  General  Davies  to  send  up  from  his  position  two 
regiments. 

But  it  proved  that  Genomi  MoArthur  had  taken  np  four  more  regiments  from  McEean's 
division,  and  was  contesting  the  ground  ahnc^t  as  for  a  baitie.  It  was  probably  this  which 
induced  General  Davies  to  ask  permission  to  rest  his  right  on  the  rebel  intrenchments,  and 
to  which  I  consented,  adding  tjie  verbal  order  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ducat  that  he  might 
uso  his  judgment  about  leaving  his  present  for  that  position,  but  in  no  event  must  he 
cease  to  touch  his  left  on  McAithur's  right. 

The  advance  was  made  to  the  breastwork,  as  shown  on  the  drawing,  but  leaving  an 
interval  between  MoArthur  and  Daviea's  left.  The  enemy  developed  his  forces  alocg  that 
line.  MoArthur  retiLed  from  his  position,  which  gave  the  rebels  an  opportunity  to  advance 
behind  Davies'a  left,  and  forced  it,  after  obstinate  resistance,  to  fall  hack  rapidly  about  a 
thousand  yards,  losing  two  heavy  guns. 

Our  troops  fought  with  the  most  determined  courage,  firing  very  low.  At  1  p.  m., 
Davies  having  resumed  the  same  position  he  had  occupied  In  the  morning,  and  McAithur's 
brigade  having  fought  a  heavy  force,  it  became  evident  that  the  enemy  were  in  full  strength, 
and  meant  mischief.  McKean,  with  Crocker's  brigade,  had  seen  only  skirmishers ;  Vaeie 
were  no  signs  of  any  movements  on  our  left,  and  only  a  few  cavalry  sk'rmishers  on  onr 
right.  It  waa  pretty  clear  that  we  were  to  expect  the  weight  of  the  attack  to  fall  on  onr 
t      wh       b  p     had  b    n  t,      n  bj    u   falling  back, 

0  d       w        aco     1  ngly  gi    n  to  M  E        to  fall  hack  to  the  next  ridge  beyond  our  in- 

f        hm  t    t      1  h       ght        Da  left ;  for  Stanley  to  move  northward  and  east- 

d   t       ani    n     I       ei,h  1  n  w  th  M  K  an,  htit  nearer  town.     General  Hamilton  was 

d  d  t  fa  t  w  d  Ch  ila  1  m  e  down  until  his  left  reached  Davies's  right. 
D  es  was  ifmdfthselp  tin  and  told  to  hold  his  ground  obstinately,  and 
tl   n  wl        I     had  draw     th  m         t    n  ly,  Hamilton  would  swing  in   on   their  flank 

dea         dl       thly      Hmltn  wtb  carefully  instructed  on  this  point,  and  entered 
tl      p     t    f  t 

tol         ftm  nyn        drsto  Generals  MoKean  and  Davies,  the  orders 

Iwpeft!  f         Itoht      thg  materially  injurious  resulted  therefrom. 

It  t     win    tothtmnl       f        wih  which  the  enemy  pressed  Davies  back,  Stanley 

a  called  with  hi>  division  into  the  batteries,  and  sent  a  brigade  under  Colonel  Mower  to 
sQpport  Davies,  whose  right  had  at  last  become  hotly  engaged.  Mower  came  up  while  Davies 
was  contesting  a  position  near  the  White  Honae,  and  Hamilton  began  to  swing  In  on  the 
enemy's  flank,  across  the  Columbus  railroad,  through  a  very  impracticable  thicket,  when 
night  closed  in  and  put  an  end  to  the  opsrations  for  the  day. 

The  details  of  the  heroic  deeds  of  the  troops  of  Davies's  division,  of  McArthnr'a  and 
Oliver's  biigades,  as  well  as  those  of  Sullivan's  brigade,  of  Hamilton's  division,  will  be 
found  in  the  accompanying  sub-reporta.  ^-,  . 
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Wb  had  now  befofe  us  the  culire  army  nhich  the  rebels  could  muster,  in  northern  Mis- 
HBaippi,  Van  Dom  oommandins— Pi'i^^'s  army,  Vaa  Docns  army.  Villipigns,  and  the 
remaniits  of  Breckinridge's  corps.  They  were  in  the  angle  between  tha  Colnnihns  and  the 
Memphis  roads.  Our  left  was  comparatively  free,  our  right  very  assailable  ;  they  oufnum- 
bered  us  probably  two  to  one. 


Was  to  rest  our  laft  on  the  batteries  extending  from  I   tf    y  E  b      tf  t 

slight  ridgo  north  of  the  houses,  and  our  right  o     tl      h  gh  ^         d  g  b  1 

Fitfabvirg  and  Pnrdy  roads,  while  it  also  covarod  tl       dg         d  I  t   ee    th        I  ad 
their  old  camp. 

McKean  held  the  extreme  left ;  Stanley,  with  hiwilt     dd     so     bt     eeW 
and  Robinett,  the  Memphis  railroad  and  tlie  Chewall  I       t    d    g         ly  i    tl     C 

bus  road.     Davies's  tried  diviaoa  was  placed  In  the  hi      la     t     d     e.   h 

battery  Powell.      Hamilton's  Btarinch  fighting  dii  is         th      ight   w  th    D 

battery,  supported  by  two  roginieats  posted  on  th    p    1  f  Da    es     1 

design  of  General  ^milton  was  to  use  the  hill  wh        th    I    t  to  d  ag 

approach,  from  the  west,  where  SuUivan  found  the         my        th     I    t  ff     A 

my  better  judgment,  expressed  to  him  at  the  time  I  j    Ided  to  h     wl  h  1 

the  occupation  as  described. 

Early  in  the  evening  I  called  the  chiefs  of  diy  t  g  fh  d      pi  1      !  tt 

these  plans,  and  bavingsupervifled  the  positions,  ret     dth  mfhf      tht 

some  rest.     I  was  soon  aroused  by  the  opening  of  the  enemy  s  nrtiUeiy,  which  b 
pliinted  within  sis  hundred  yards  of  battery  Kobinott. 


This  early  opening  gave  promise  of  a  hot  day's  worls:,  bat  the  heavy  batteries  and  tlie 
lOth  Oliio,  placed  north  of  General  Halleck's  old  headqnarters,  silenced  them  by  T  o'clock, 
and  there  was  an  interval  of  an  hour,  which  was  employed  in  going  over  onr  lines. 

About  9  o'clock  the  skirmishers  which  we  had  sent  into  the  woods  on  our  front,  by  their 
hot  liring,  proclaimed  the  presence  of  their  forces  preparing  for  the  usBault,  Soon  the 
heads  of  their  columns  were  seen  emerging  to  attack  our  centre — on  Davies  first,  Stanley 
next,  and  Hamilton  last.  The  drawing  shows  these  positions,  and  is  referred  to  for  the 
sake  of  brcTity. 

I  shall  leave  to  pens  dipped  ia  poetic  ink  to  insoiibe  the  goi'geous  pyrotechnj  of  the 
battle,  and  paint  in  words  of  fire  the  heroes  of  this  fight,  the  details  of  which  will  bo 
fonnd  graphically  depicted  in  the  accompanying  sob-report, 

1  will  only  say  that  when  Price's  left  bore  down  on  our  centre  in  gallant  style  their 
force  w.TS  so  overpowering  that  our  wearied  and  jaded  troops  yielded  and  fell  back,  scattering 
among  the  houses.  I  bad  the  porgonal  mortilication  of  witnessing  this  untoward  and  im- 
timely  stampede. 

Biddled  and  scatiered,  the  ragged  head  of  Price's  right  storming  columns  advanced  to 

near  the  house,  north  side  of  the  square,  in  front  of  General  Balleck's  headquarters,  when 

't         g      t  d  by      t  t  "T  p   f  if  Immell's  battery,  soon  re-enforced  by 

tb    10th  Oh         hhsfltthmwhlgb    k   poisaed  by  the  6th  Minnesota,  which  ad- 

oed       th       f    m  th      posltl  h    d  p  t. 

G  1  8  11  1    ed  anl  p    mjily  advanced   to   support  General  Davies's 

CO  PI  ht      11    1      d      t    I    b  tte  y  P   Tell,  into  which  a  few  of  the  storming 

(j>I  m  h  d  pe  t  ted  wh  1  H  m  l(  h  g  played  upon  the  rebels  on  his  right,  over 
th  pc  p  fi  t  ly  pt  by  h  m  11  J  dvanced  on  them,  and  they  fled.  The 
b  ttl  th        ht 

D  i  g  11  this  th  k  mish  rs  f  th  1  ft  w  e  moving  in  onr  front.  A  line  of  battle 
f         d         th       dg      as    h  th    d    wing.     About  twenty  minutes  after  the 

tt  It  th  ht  th  my  ad  ced  m  f  columns  on  battery  Robinett,  and  were 
treat  If  p        d  can   te        f  1  w  th      fifty  yards,  when  the  Ohio  brigade  arose  and 

g        th  ml  fi       f  musk  try   b  f       which  they  reeled  and  fell  back  to  the 

wood       Tl   y    h  gall     tly      f    med      d  advanced  agwn  to  the  charge,  ted  by 

CI      I  Hog  f  th    21  r    IS 

This  t  m  th  y  ea  h  d  th  edg  f  th  d  t  h  I  ut  the  deadly  musketry  fire  of  the  Ohio 
ligd      g        bktbm        dtth  dh  rge,  the   llth  Missouri  and  27th  Ohio 

sprang  up  and  forward  at  them,  chasing  their  broken  fragments  Uiolt  to  the  woods.  Thus 
by  noon  ended  the  battle  of  the  4th  of  October. 
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Aftec  waiting  for  the  anemj's  return  a  short  dme 
iind  found  that  tbeir  Kklrmishen:  \iere  gonp  fr  in  the  fi 
Haying  riddsn  ovei;  it,  and  Batislied  myoelf  of  the  fit 
ing  the  result  of  the  fight  in  person  and  notihcl  oui  victonoua  troops  that  after  two 
days  of  fighting,  two  almost  Blep[lesB  Qights  of  preparation  movemeot,  and  march,  I 
ivished  them  to  replenieh  then  cartiidge  boxes  harersackB  and  stomachs,  take  aa  early 
sleep,  and  st^irt  in  pursuit  by  daylight 

Eeturning  from  this,  I  found  the  gillant  McPherson  with  a  fresh  brigade  on  the  public 
square,  and  gave  him  the  Eime  LOtice   with  orders  to  take  the  advance. 

The  I'esulls  of  this  battle  briefl;  stated  are  : 

We  fought  the  combined  rebel  foices  of  Mississippi,  commanded  by  Van  Dom,  Price, 
Lovell,  yillipigne,  and  Bust,  in  person,  uumberiog,  according  to  their  own  authorities, 
38,000  men.  We  Mgnally  defeated  them  with  little  more  than  half  their  numbers,  and 
they  fled,  leaving  their  dead  and  wounded  on  the  field.  The  euemy's  loss  in  killed  was 
fourteen  hundred  and  twenty-three  officers  and  men ;  their  loss  in  wounded,  taking  the 
general  average,  amounts  to  tifty-sia  hundred  and  ninety-two. 

We  took  twenty-two  hundred  and  eisty-elght  prisoners,  among  whom  are  one  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  field  officers,  captains  and  subalterns,  representing  fifty-threa  regiments  of 
infantry,  sixteen  regiments  of  cavalry,  thirteen  batteries  of  artillery,  and  seven  battalions ; 
making  sixty-nine  regiments,  seven  battalions  and  thirteen  batteries,  besides  separate  com- 
panies. We  took  also  fourteen  stands  of  colors,  two  pieces  of  artillery,  thirty-three  hundred 
stand  of  gmall-arms,  forty-five  thousand  rounds  of  ammunition,  and  a  large  lot  of  accoutre- 

The  enemy  blew  up  several  ammunition  wagons  between  Corinth  and  Chewalla,  and  be- 
yond Chewalla  many  ammunition  wagons  and  carriages  are  destroyed,  and  the  ground  was 
strewn  with  tents,  officers'  mess  chestis,  and  Email-arms.  We  pursued  them  forty  miles  in 
force,  and  sixty  miles  with  cavalry. 

Our  loss  was  only  three  hundred  and  fifteen  killed,  eighteen  hundred  and  twclve^ounded, 
and  two  hjindred  and  thirtj-two  prisoners  and  missing. 

It  w  said  the  enemy  was  so  demoralized  and  alarmed  at  our  advance,  they  set  fire  to  the 
stores  at  Tapello,  but  finding  we  were  not  close  upon  tbem,  they  eidi^uished  the  fire  and 
removed  the  pablio  stores,  except  two  oar-loads  of  bacon,  which  they  destroyed. 

To  signalize  in  this  report  all  those  officers  and  men  whose  action  in  the  battle  deserves 
mention,  would  unnecessarily  lengthen  this  repoit.  I  must,  therefore,  refer  to  the  sub- 
reports  and  special  mentions,  and  to  a  special  paper  herewith,  wherem  those  most  con- 
spicuous to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  nine  officers  and  men  ai'e  mentioned. 

W.  8.  ROSECRANS,  Major  GtnemL 


GENERAL  KOSECUASS'S  ItEPORT  OF  BATTLE  OF  lUKA. 

HEAHqUABTERS  DKPAnTUBNT  OJ  THB  TeHBESSKE, 

JaiJiion   TtmeaSi  Oaober  25,  1SS2. 
CoLOKEL  :   I  have  the  honoi  fo  trinsmit  herewith  my  official  report  of  the  "battle of 
lulia,"  fought  on  the  19th  da}  of  September   lb62  and  the  followang  official  papers  re- 
laf   g  t    tl  e  san  e      z- 

1st  Gene  al  Roocranss  leport  of  the  battle  and  the  tjllJwing  enolosmes,  via: 
1  Ge  e  al  H  n  Itoo  s  repoit  ot  the  pirt  taken  by  the  6i  division  and  twelve  (12)  en- 
loBU  es  2  Gene  al  Stanley  s  report  of  the  pirt  taken  bj  th  3d  division,  and  fifteen  (15) 
e  closu  es  3  Ckilonel  Misnei  s  repoit  of  the  part  taken  by  the  cavalry  division,  and  four 
(4)  enclos  e  i  t3olonel  La thiDp's  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  artillery.  6.  Cap- 
tain Simmons  s  lei  ort  of  the  commissary  stores  captured  at  luka,  6.  Captain  Taylor's 
r  joit  of  the  quarte  master's  stores  captured.  7.  Medical  director's  report  of  the  killed, 
wounded,  and  m  bs  g  8.  Provost  marshal's  report  of  the  enemy's  killed,  wounded,  and 
paroled  prisoners.  9.  Chief  of  ordnance's  report  of  the  quantity  and  kind  of  ordnance 
iind  ordnance  stores  captured. 

2d.  Major  General  Ord's  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  forces  under  his  command. 
3d.  The  report  of  Surgeon  John  G.  F.  Holston,  medical  director,   of  the  number,  of 
wounded. 

41h.  Report  of  Brigadier  General  Lcnoman,  and  four  enolosnrea. 
lam,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANr,  Mojoi-  General. 
Colonel  J.  C.  Kelton, 

Assiatanl  Adjutant  Gmiral,  Washington,  D.  O. 
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HEAjjQuaRTEia  Army  of  the  Mississipp 

TllIKD  DlTlSION  OF  TUE  DlHTHICT  Ol 

Cciialh,  Missiaippi,  Seplember  29,  1862. 
Major  :   Having  received  tlie  reports  of  the  cominander  of  the  troops,  lists  of  stores  and 
prisoners  captu    d  I  ti    t  n  to  lay  them  before  the  major  general  commanding,  wifh  the 
following 

REPORT  OF  THE  BATTU]:  OF  lUEA. 

Mower's  a  a      BsanLe  on  the  ISth,  on.  the  Burnsviils  road,  to  within  two  milea  of 

loka,  with  o  h.  mf  m  n  having  established  the  iaot  that  Price  occupierl  thiit  place 
with  a  force  a  >ou  w  n  y  ^ht  regiments  of  infantry,  sis  hatterles,  and  a  strong  body 
of  cavalry,  y  n  so  d  s,  aek,  and  gave  orders  for  Ord's  snd  Ross's  commands  to  con- 
centrate at  Bumeville,  while  I  prepared  to  do  the  same  ttt  Jacinto. 

I  telegraphed  yon  proposing  that  the  force  fi'om  Burneville  should  attaclc  the  rebels  from 
the  west  and  draw  them  In  that  direction,  and  that  I  would  move  !n  on  their  rear  by  the 
Jacinto  and  Fulton  roads  and  cut  off  their  retreat.  Your  approval  of  the  plan  having 
been  received,  I  ordered  Stanley  to  concentrate  his  diviaon  at  Jacinto  on  the  18th,  wliere 
they  had  all  arrived  hy  9  o'clock  p.  m.  I  despatched  yon  that  evening,  fcora  Jacinto,  of 
the  arrival  of  Stanley's  troops,  jaded  by  a  long  march,  and  that  in  conseg^uence  of  It  we 
would  not  be  able  to  reach  Inha  until  half  past  two  of  the  19th. 

The  whole  column— consisting  of  Stanley's  and  Hamilton's  divirfoBs,  with  five  hat- 
terlea — moved  by  daybreak  of  the  ISth  od  the  Tuscumbia  road  towaids  Barnett's.  I 
despatched  you  at  7  a,  m,  that  it  had  moved  forward  in  good  spirits  and  time,  and  that  I 
hoped  to  reach  luka  by  half  past  2  p.  m.  We  reached  Barnett's  (a  distance  of  twelve 
miles)  by  noon,  having  driven  the  enemy's  cavalry  piokela  some  two  or  three  miles.  Here 
SanbomJs  brigade,  of  Hamilton's  division,  took  the  lead,  the  rest  of  Hamilton's  dtvisiou 
came  next,  and  Stanley's  division  followed.  The  advance  drove  the  enemy's  cavalry  skir- 
mishers steadily  before  tbem,  nutil  we  arrived  witbla  a  mile  and  a  half  of  luka,  near  the 
forks  of  the  Jacinto  road  and  croEB-roads  leading  from  it  to  the  Fulton  road.  Here  we 
found  their  infantry  and  a  battery,  which  gave  our  advance  guaid  a  volley.  Hamilton, 
pushing  his  first  brigade  rapidly  forward  up  the  narrow  road  on  the  right  hand,  leading 
from  the  church  at  the  forks,  found  them  astride  it  around  the  brush  on  the  rough,  wooded 
knoll,  (see  accompanying  map.)  placing  Sands's  battery  on  the  only  available  ground.  The 
action  opened  immediately  with  grape  and  canister  fiom  the  enemy's  battery,  directed  at 
onrs,  and  sharp  musketry  fire  from  his  skirmishers. 

Having  inspected  General  Hamilton's  dispositions  on  the  front  and  found  them  good,  li 
ordered  Colonel  Miaoer  to  send  a  battalion  of  the  3d  Michigan  cavalry  to  reconnoitre  our 
right,  and  Colonel  Perezel,  with  the  10th  Wisconsin  infantry  and  a  section  of  artillery,  to 
take  poaitioQ  on  our  left  on  the  road  leading  north.  The  remainder  of  Hamilton's  divi- 
sion formed  in  rear  of  the  first  line,  and  the  bead  of  Stanley's  division  (in  column)  stood 
below  the  hospital,  awaiting  the  developments  on  the  front  before  being  moved  into  line. 
The  position  of  the  troops  at  this  time — say,  6  p.  m. — is  shown  very  nearly  on  the  niai>. 

The  enemy's  line  of  in&atry  now  moved  forward  on  the  battery,  coming  up  from  the 
woods  on  our  light  on  the  6th  Iowa,  while  a  br^ade  showed  itself  on  out  left  and  attempted 
to  cross  the  road  towards  Colonel  Perezel.  The  battle  became  furious.  Our  battery  poured 
in  a  deadly  fire  upon  the  enemy's  column  advancing  up  the  road,  while  their  musltetry 
concentrated  upon  it  soon  killed  or  wounded  most  of  onr  horses.  When  within  one  hun- 
dred yards  they  received  a  volley  from  our  entire  line,  and  from  that  time  the  battle  r^ed 
ftirionsly.  The  enemy  penetrated  the  battery,  were  repulsed,  again  returned,  were  again 
repulsed,  and,  finally,  bore  down  upon  it  with  a  coiurao  of  three  regiments,  and  this  time 
carried  Uie  battery.  The  cannoniers  were  many  of  them  bayoneted  at  their  pieces.  Three 
of  the  guns  were  spiked.  In  this  last  charge,  the  brigade  of  Texans  which  had  attempted 
to  tarn  onr  left,  having  been  repulsed  by  Peceael,  turned  upon  the  battery  and  co-opetated 
in  the  charge.  The  48th  Indiana,  wbidi  lay  la  its  track,  was  obliged  to  yield  about  one 
hundred  yards,  where  it  was  supported  by  the  ith  Minnesota,  and  held  its  position  xxatSl 
relieved  at  the  close  of  the  fight  by  the  47tb  lilloois. 

The  5th  Iowa  maintdned  its  portion  on  the  right  against  a  storm  of  fire  from  the  rebel 
left  and  centre,  and  even  when  the  battery  was  carried  its  left  yielded  but  slightly,  when 
Boomer,  with  a  part  of  the  26th  MIssoDri,  came  up  to  its  support,  and  maintained  its 
position  to  the  close  of  the  fight. 

About  this  time  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  order  up  the  1st  brigade  of  Stanley's  divi- 
sion, which  went  forward  with,  a  shout.  The  11th  Missouri,  filing  into  the  woods,  took  its 
position  on  the  right  of  the  6th  Iowa,  slightly  in  its  rear.  Here  the  rebe's  made  a  last 
desperate  attempt  with  two  Misstssippi  brigades.    As  the  first  came  bearing  down  upon  the 
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liiJi  MisBOUi'i.  when  within  tmfinty  paces,  ao  officer  from,  the  rebel  ranUa  epvung  fovwavd 
and  shouted,  "  Doa't  fire  upon  your  fi'iends,  the  37th  Miasissippi,"  He  was  answered  by 
a  vol!ey,  which  drove  them  hack  in  ooafuEion.  The  second  brigade  followed,  and,  in  the 
dusk  of  evening  and  the  emolie  of  battle,  reached  the  very  front  of  the  Missonrl  11th.  The 
roar  of  musketry  was  terriSc  ;  but  Mowev  met  the  shock  and  stood  firm.  The  rebels  re- 
recoiled,  and  the  firing  ceased  throughout  the  line. 

TheiroopBr^tedontheirarms.  The  39thOhioand  the  47tli  Illinois  held  the  front,  slightly 
in  rear  of  the  portion  of  the  advanae  r^ments,  which  were  withdrawa  to  replenish  their 
ammunition.  The  11th  and  26th  Missouri  took  position  Iq  a  depression  of  the  ground,  in 
the  open  field,  in  rear  of  the  woods  in  which  the  fight  had  occurred.  The  10th  Iowa  and 
the  80th  Ohio  held  our  left,  on  the  road  running  north,  at  8  p,  m. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  night  the  enemy  made  great  noise,  as  if  chopping  and  con- 
structing batteries.  There  was  much  moving  of  troops ;  commands  of  halting  and  align- 
jng  were  beard,  as  if  maseii^  on  our  front. 

Profoundly  disappointed  at  hearing  nothing  from  the  forces  on  the  Burasvllle  road,  and 
not  knowing  what  to  espect,  it  became  my  duty  to  make  dispositions  for  the  battle  nest 
motniug,  as  if  we  were  alone.  To  this  end,  Stanley's  batteries  were  brought  Into  position 
in  tlie  field  soath  of  the  hospital,  on  advantageons  ground,  and  a  liae  was  selected  for 
the  in&utry,  in  case  the  enemy  should  attack  us  in  heavy  force ;  while  Hamilton's  divi- 
sion, having  borne  the  brunt  of  the  battle,  was  ordered  to  Uie  rear,  in  the  neit  field  below, 
with  the  iriteotion  of  moving  it  thence  across  the  field  to  the  east  through  the  strip  of 
woods,  to  attack  the  enemy's  left. 

The  enemy's  trains  were  heard  from  midnight,  moving  in  a  southeasterly  direction,  and 
it  became  evident  that  he  was  providiag  for  its  safety. 

Day  dawned ;  no  flriog  on  the  front.     Our  sldtmisliers,  advancing  caatiously,  found  the 
enemy  had  retired  from  his  portion.     SIdrmishers  were  immediately  p    hed  f    w    d       d 
Stanley's  column  ordered  to  advance  upon  luka.     When  within  si  1 1    f  th    tow      d 
covering  a  tew  rebels,  he  ordered  some  shells  to  be  thrown.     They  w  f  w    t    g  1 

from  the  enemy's  rear  guard,  his  entire  column  having  gone  by  th    F  It         ad     T  k    g 
possession  of  the  town  and  the  stores  left  there.  General  Stanley's      1  mn  pish  d 
pursuit. 

The  cavalry  advanced  by  the  intermediate  road  between  the  Fullo  d  J  f  td 
Hamilton's  division  fsw^  about  and  marched  by  Barnett's,  folio       i,  fk  J        t 

night,  when,  finding  themselves  greatly  distanced,  the  pursuit  was  discontinued,  and  our 
troops  returned  the  next  day  to  Jacinto,  while  the  rebel  column  ooutinued  its  flight  by 
Bay  Springs  and  Marietta  to  Its  old  position  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  rwlroad. 

The  enemy  left  his  dead  on  the  field,  part  of  them  gathered  for  interment,  and  his  badly 
wounded  in  the  hospital  at  luka.     Hia  loss  was — 

Killed 265 

Died  in  hospital  (of  wounds) ISO 

Left  in  hospital 342 

Estimated  number  of  wounded  removed 350 

Prisoners 3G1 

Total  loss 1,438 


taof— 

Commissioned  officers  killed 6 

Commissioned  officers  wounded .^9 

Commissioned  officers  missing 1 

Total 46 

Enlisted  men  killed 138 

Enlisted  men  wounded - 559 

Enlisted  men  missing ---  39 

Total 736 


Total 

le  of  the  misBiDjT  Lave  returned. 
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Among  the  ordnance  stores  captured,  as  will  lie  seen  ty  the  accovxipaEyma;  eshibit, 
were  1,629  Bfacd  of  arms  and  a  large  number  uf  equipments,  a  qaantitj  of  qimitermaBtev 
and  commissaiy  stores,  and  tbirteen  tboneand  rounds  of  ainmunltioa. 

Having  thus  given  a  detailed  narrative  of  tto  battle,  with  sub-reports,  appended  state- 
mecUi  aod  a  map,  I  conclude  with  the  following  biief  recapitulation : 

Wo  moved  from  Jacinto  at  5      m     w   h  th     sa  d  men,  on  Price's  forces  at  luku ; 

Bft«ra  march  of  eighteen  miles  ttack  d  th  m  t  1  If  past  4  p.  m. ;  fought  them  on  un- 
known and  disadvantageous  g  d  w  th  I  th  h  If  our  forces  in  action,  until  night 
put  a  stop  to  the  contest.     Havi       lost  t  tw    1      dred  and  sixty-five  {265)  killed, 

seven  or  eight  hundred  wound  ^  th  h  d  d  d  xty-one  prisoners,  over  sixteen 
hundred  stand  of  arms,  and  a  q  t  ty  f  q  t  maste  nd  commi^ary  stores,  the  rebels 
retreated  precipitately  during    h  ht  t       rd    Bay  Sp  ings      Our  troops  pursued  them 

fifteen  miles,  and,  finding  them    I       d   t        d  g         |    hepursuit  and  returned  to  Jacinto. 

After  the  detail  of  our  opejdtions,  it  is  with  pride  and  pleasure  I  bear  f^timony  to  the 
cheerfulness  and  alacrity  of  both  officers  and  men  during  the  march,  and  their  courage  and 
enei^  in  action.     With  in^gnificaut  exceptions,  it  was  all  ihat  could  be  asked 

Among  the  infantry  regiment;  deserving  special  mention  are  the  5th  Iowa,  which,  under 
its  bravo  colonel,  (Matthias,)  withstood  the  storm  of  triple  fire  and  tiiplenurabers;  the  26ih 
MisEouil,  which  nobly  sustained  the  5th  Iowa ;  the  Ilth  Mi^guri,  which,  tinder  the  gal- 
lant Mower,  met  and  discomfited  two  rebel  brigades,  and,  having  esbaasted  every  cartridge, 
held  i(s  ground  until  darkness  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  rebels  enabled  him  to  replenish ; 
the  16Ui  Iowa,  the  4th  Minnesota,  the  4Sth  ludiana,  and  10th  Iowa,  who  shared  In  the 
combat,  and  the  47th.  lUinoia,  the  39th  Ohio,  and  others,  who  fought  in  the  front  or  sup- 
portfld  the  rest,  Sands's  Ilth  Ohio  battel?,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Sears,  behaved 
nobly.  The  fearful  losses  sustained  by  ttiis  battery  (16  killed,  44  wonnded)  shows  their 
unyielding  ohatinacy  in  serving  the  batteiy.  The  cavalry — 3d  Michigan  and  2d  Iowa- 
covered  our  flanks,  reconnoitred  oar  front,  whipped  the  vastly  superior  numbers  of  Arm- 
strong's cavalry,  under  the  protection  of  their  infantry,  and  kept  them  there  during  the 
battle  and  retreat.  I  must  not  omit  to  mention  the  eminent  services  of  Colonel  Da  Bois, 
commanding  at  Rienzi,  and  Colonel  Lee,  who,  with  the  7th  Kanf'jiB  and  part  of  the  Tth 
Illinois  cavalry,  assured  our  flank  and  rear  during  the  entire  period  of  our  operations. 

Among  the  officers  of  the  command  who  deserve  special  mention  are  Brigadier  General 
Hamilton,  commanding  the  3d  division,  who  took  the  advance  and  held  the  front  in  the 
battle ;  Brigadier  General  Stanley,  who  never  feOed  to  yield  the  mtrat  efficient  and  unweaiy- 
ing  support  and  assistance ;  Brigadier  General  Sullivan,  commanding  the  2d  brigade  of 
Hamilton's  division,  whose  determined  coun^e  rises  with,  and  has  always  proved  equal  to, 
the  occasion  ;  Colonel  Sanboi'n,  commandipg  the  Ist  brigade  of  the  same  divi^on,  whose 
conduct  in  his  first  battle  washighly  creditable ;  Colonel  Eddy,  48th  Indiana,  and  Colonel 
Matthias,  Sth  Iowa;  Colonel  Boomer,  36th  Missouri,  wounded  in  the  action;  Colonel 
Mower,  whose  gallantry  is  equalled  only  by  his  energy  ;  and  numerous  others,  whose  names 
appear  conspicuously  in  the  accompanying  reports,  are  commended  to  th,e  favorable  notice 
of  the  major  general  commanding.  Besides  ofiicers  of  the  line  and  their  respective  staife, 
I  must  not  omit  to  acknowledge  tJie  services  of  the  able  and  indefatigable  chief  of  cavalry, 
Colonel  MiE  er  C  lo  !  LatI  p  h'  f  of  a  tilEery,  also  rendered  services  contributing 
mu  h  to  th  g  n  al  t  ngtk  nd  fh  y  f  h  s  arm.  Captain  Temple  Clark,  assistant 
adjuta  t        e    1  n       d  and  G  dda  d  my  aids,  were  very  gallant  and  indefatigable 

n  th  d  sch  rg  1  th  Intie  The  en  y  painstaking,  and  care  of  Surgeon  A.  B, 
Campb  11        1  th    med  cal    ffi  ho     t       ted  the  wounded,  deserve  most  honorable 

W.  P.  ItOSECliANS,  My-OT-  General. 


S.EADIlVA.B.TT.llS  TlIEED  DIVISION  AeJIY  01  THE  MlSSlfKll'l't, 

September  23,  1862, 
Sib  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  division,  the  Ist  brigade  leading,  marched 
from  Jacinto,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant,  to  attEick  the  enemy  at  luka.  One-half 
mile  west  of  Harnett's  the  advanced  pickets  of  the  enemy  were  tlrst  encountered  in  a  deep 
ravine;  a  battalion  of  the  3d  Michigan  cavalry,  by  dismounting  a  body  of  skirmishers,  soon 
drove  tlie  enemy  from  his  cover.  Soon  after  passing  Barnett's  the  cavalry  were  thrown  to 
the  rear  and  a  battalion  of  the  5lh  Iowa  deployed  aa  skirmishers.  From  this  time  out 
our  advance  was  warmly  contested.  '  The  enemy's  siiai'pshooters  occupied  every  position 
of  defence,  making  the  last  five  miles  of  the  march  a  stendy  contest,  a  constant  skirmish. 
At  Mrs.  Moore's  house,  four  (i)  miles  from  the  battle-ground,  the  action  became  quite  hot. 
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Lieutenant  Schranne,  of  ths  BenioQ  liussars,  one  of  my  body-guard,  was  mortally  wounded, 
and  a  number  of  our  sliirmisliera  killed  or  wounded.  The  enemy  was  steadily  driven 
before  us,  and  with  constant  loss.  When  within  two  miles  of  the  battle-field  the  bat- 
talion of  the  5th  Iowa  Bbirmishers  was  relieved  by  an  eqnal  force  of  the  26th  Missouri,  and 
the  forward  movement  of  the  ooiomn  preaaed.  When  the  head  of  the  column,  had  reached 
a  point  on  the  brow  of  a  hill  at  the  cross-roads,  two  (2)  miles  from  luka,  it  was  halted  for 
the  purpose  of  reconnoitring  and  the  line  of  BkirmiBherB  pushed  rapidly  forward.  Thia 
line  had  not  advanced  more  than  three  hundred  (SOO)  yards  when  they  came  upon  the 
enemy  drawn  up  in  ^eat  force  and  ocoupjing  a  strong  position  alODg  a  deep  ravine  nin- 
aing  transversely  with  the  main  road  and  behind  the  orest  of  the  hill. 

I  was  in  position  just  behind  the  line  of  skirmishers  and  saw  at  a  glance  that  the  mo- 
ment for  action  had  come.  The  skirmishers  were  dtivea  back  on  the  head  of  (he  column, 
and  the  attack  by  the  enemy  immediately  begun.  The  ground  occupied  by  the  head  of  wy 
column  WBS  on  the  brow  of  a  densely  wooded  hlU,  failing  off  abruptly  to  the  right  and  left; 
the  wnderbrush  and  timber  were  too  thick  to  admit  of  deployments,  and  the  most  that 
could  be  done  was  to  take  a  position  across  the  road  by  marching  the  leading  regiments 
into  poiition  by  a  fliink  movement.  This  was  done  under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and 
grape,  canister  and  shell.  The  1 1th  Ohio  battery  was  with  difficulty  got  into  position  on 
the  crest  of  the  hill,  where  it  could  command  the  road  in  front  of  us.  TTie  5th  Iowa,  on. 
der  tlie  brave  Matthias,  being  the  leading  regiment,  was  first  in  position  in  the  woods  to 
the  right  of  the  road,  with  its  left  resting  near  the  battery.  The  26th  Missouri,  nnde'' 
the  resolute  Boomer,  immediatalj'  took  position  on  the  right  of  the  5th  Iowa ;  the  nex* 
regiment  in  the  column,  the  48th  Indiana,  under  its  brave  Colonel  Eddy,  took  position  on 
the  left  of  tlie  road,  a  Uttle  in  advance  of  the  battery,  and  withita  left  thrown  forward  so 
as  to  cover  the  open  field  on  their  left  with  their  fire.  This  mas  the  position  when  the 
battle  opened  on  our  side.  I  directed  each  of  these  regiments  into  position  myself,  and 
they  wei-e  taken  by  the  troops,  under  a  heavy  fire,  with  the  steadiness  of  veterans  de- 
termined to  conquer.  The  battle  thus  opened  with  but  three  JS)  regiments  in  position. 
The  rebels  were  commanded  by  Major  General  Sterling  Price  in  person,  who  had  arrayed 
against  us  no  less  than  eighteen  (18)  regiments.  I  saw  the  importance  of  holding  the  po- 
sition we  had  aasumed,  and  gave  each  regimental  commander  orders  to  hold  every  inch  of 
ground  at  every  haaard ;  aa  the  remaining  tegiments  of  the  1st  brigade  came  up  the  hill 
I  threw  them  into  position  to  protect  the  flanka  of  our  little  line  of  battle,  the  4th  Min- 
nesota, under  Captain  Le  (Jro,  and  the  16th  Iowa,  Colonel  Chambera,  the  former  on  the 
left  and  the  latter  on  the  right  of  the  line,  in  rear,  "en  tdielan." 

The  battle  at  this  time  had  become  terrific  ;  the  enemy  in  dense  masses  bore  down  in 
front,  on  the  right  and  left,  showing  a  determined  purpose  to  envelop  and  oruah  the  little 
line  in  frant.  The  ground  admitted  of  no  more  forces  being  brought  into  action  in  front, 
and  our  position  must  be  held,  ox  the  enemy  once  forcing  it,  his  overwhelming  masses 
would  have  passed  over  the  hill  and  Mien  on  our  unformed  column  in  the  rear.  Brigadier 
General  Sullivan  having  reached  the  rear  of  the  battle-ground  with  the  head  of  his  brigade, 
placed  one  of  hie  regiments,  the  10th  Iowa,  under  the  gallant  Perezel,  with  a  section  of 
the  I2th  Wisconain  battery,  on  the  road  across  the  ravine  and  open  field  on  our  estreme 
left,  and  finding  no  more  of  his  forces  could  be  brought  into  immediate  action,  placed 
them  in  position  in  reserve  and  came  gallantly  to  the  front  asking  to  be  of  service.  I  im- 
mediately placed  him  in  charge  of  the  right  of  the  line  in  front,  with  instructions  to  hold 
the  ground  and  gee  that  the  right  flank  was  not  turned  by  the  heavy  force  of  the  enemy 
moving  in, that  direction.  Colonel  Sanborn,  in  command  of  the  first  brigade,  most  gal- 
lantly held  the  left  in  position,  nnii!,  under  a  desolating  carnage  of  musUelry  and  canister, 
tlie  brave  Eddy  was  cut  down,  and  his  regiment,  borne  down  by  five  times  their  numbera, 
fell  back  io  soiae  disorder  on  the  SOth  Ohio,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bailelson.  The 
falling  back  of  the  48th  exposed  the  battery ;  ae  the  masses  of  the  enemy  advanced  the 
battery  opened  with  canister  at  short  range,  mowing  down  the  wbels  by  scores,  until,  with 
every  officer  killed  or  wounded,  and  nearly  every  man  and  horse  killed  or  disabled,  it  fell 
an  easy  prey,  Eut  this  success  was  short-lived.  The  hero  Sullivan  rallied  a  portion  of 
the  right  wing,  and  with  a  bravery  better  characterised  as  audacity,  drove  the  rebels  back 
to  cover.  Again  they  rallied,  and  again  the  battery  fell  into  their  hands,  but  with  the 
waveiing  fortunes  of  this  desperate  fight,  the  battery  again  fell  into  our  hands,  and  with 
three  of  its  guns  spiked,  and  the  carriages  cut  and  splintered  with  balls,  it  is  ag^n  ready 
tu  meet  the  foe.  While  these  events  were  transpiring  along  the  road,  the  brave  General 
Stanley  had  come  to  the  front,  and  joining  his  personal  ejortlona  to  mine,  the  regiments 
that  had  fallen  inlo  disorder  were  rallied  and  held  in  position  to  the  close  of  the  battle. 
One  of  Stanley's  regiments,  the  1 1th  Missouri,  coming  up  fresh  and  eager  for  action,  was 
pushed  in  to  the  right,  where,  uniting  its  efforts  with  the  fith  Iowa  and  26th  Missouri,  it 
made  a  most  gallant  fight,  and  aided  much,  first,  in  holding  our  ground  against  the 
enemy,  and  afterwards  in  dviving  him  back  in  confu^on  to  the  cover  of  the  rasjue  from 
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whicli  the  attack  was  bagnn.  Aq  attempt  to  taro  my  left  flunk,  by  a  be^tvy  force  of  the 
enemy  moving  up  the  open  field  and  ravine  on  my  left,  was  most  sieoally  repulsed  by 
Colonel  Peiezel  witli  the  lOtii  Iowa  and  a  section  of  Immell's  battery.  So  bravely  was 
this  attempt  repulsed  that  the  enemy  made  no  more  attempts  in  that  direction.  After 
this  repulee  the  Itb  Mianeeota  was  withdrawn  from  the  left  and  ordered  to  report  to  Gen- 
eral Snliivan  on  the  right,  where  it  did  good  service  to  the  close  of  the  action. 

This  completed  the  movements  in  the  front,  and  the  battle  was  fought  and  won  in  this 
position.  31ie  39th  Ohio,  of  Stanley's  division,  coming  up  during  the  heat  of  the  contest, 
could  not  be  placed  in  positiou  to  take  an  aotive  part,  owing  to  the  want  of  groand,  and 
was  pla^^d  in  reserve  near  the  log  chnrch.  From  6  p.  m.  until  darkness  prevented  distin- 
guishitig  fiiend  from  foe,  tlie  battle  was  fought  along  the  road,  and  to  the  right  o[  It,  by 
the  5th  Iowa,  the  2Sth  Missouri  and  11th  Missouri,  with  a  bravery  which  scarcely  admits  of 
a  parallel. 

The  enemy,  confident  in  the  heavy  forces  they  had  deployed,  pushed  on  with,  frantic  dee- 
peratioQ,  but  they  were  met  by  a  greater  heroism,  and  though  often  rallied  and  driven  to 
the  charge,  they  were  as  often  met  and  harled  back  to  their  cover.  Against  this  little  front 
the  fiercest  of  the  battle  wm  waged.  Colonel  Boomer  was  cut  down  by  a  terrible  wound, 
but  his  regiment  held  their  ground  undismayed.  The  5th  Iowa,  under  its  brave  and  ac- 
oomplisbed  Matthias,  held  their  ground  against  four  times  their  numbers,  making  three 
desperate  charges  with  the  bayonet,  driving  back  the  foe  in  disorder  each  time,  until,  with 
every  cartridge  eshaosted,  it  fell  back  slowly  and  8ullenly,mak!ngeveTy  step  a  battle-ground, 
and  every  charge  a  victory.  Night  alone  closed  the  contest,  and  left  us  in  possession  of 
the  field  BO  bravely  won. 

For  a  detailed  report  of  the  operations  of  each  regiment  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the 
reports  of  subordinate  commanders  herewith  submitted. 

I  am  indebted  for  able  and  cheerful  assistance  rendered  by  Brigadier  General  Stanley, 
whose  division,  with  the  exception  of  one  regiment,  the  llthMissonri,  being  in  rear,  could 
not  take  an  active  part.     General  Stanley  had  come  to  the  frout  and  tendered  his  servicefi. 

To  the  commanders  of  brigades.  Brigadier  General  J.  C.  Sullivan,  whose  personal  exer- 
tions and  bravery  contributed  very  lai^ly  to  our  success,  and  to  Colonel  J.  B.  Sanborn, 
who,  in  this  his  first  battle,  exhibited  a  coolness  and  bravery  under  fire  worthy  a  veteran,  I 
am  greatly  indebted. 

These  commaudera,  Stanley,  Sullivan  and  Sanliom,  I  cordially  commend  to  the  favorable 
notice  of  the  government.  The  reports  of  brigade  and  regimental  commanders  do  justice 
to  ttose  who  were  conspicuous  in  this  daring  contest.  I  cordially  unite  in  all  they  have 
said,  and,  were  it  in  my  power,  would  do  personal  honor  in  this  report  to  every  hero. 

To  my  personal  staff  I  am  under  the  deepest  obligations ;  Capt^u  R.  M.  Sawyer,  assist- 
ant adjutant  general,  Captain  D.  P.  Allen,  assistant  commissary  sub^stence.  Lieutenants 
E.  T.  Pearce  and  W.  F,  Wheeler,  aides-de-camp,  bore  my  orders  through  the  thickest  of 
the  battle.  Intelligent,  capable  and  brave,  their  gallant  condoot  is  worthy  of,  and  will  re- 
ceive, the  honor  rigtitly  their  due. 

My  division  surgeon,  J.  E.  Lynch,  was  nnaeasing  in  his  efforts  in  his  own  department, 
and  1«  his  energy  and  skill  the  greatest  credit  is  due  for  the  prompt  and  efficient  care  of 
the  wounded. 

Capt^n  Allen,  in  carrjing  orders  along  the  line,  came  upon  one  of  the  enemy's  regi- 
ments, bnt  hy  his  oaolness  and  courage  escaped  from  a  murderous  fire,  though  with  a  ter- 
rible wound ;  Lieutenant  Wheeler  received  a  slight  but  honorable  wound,  while  bearing 
orders  in  the  face  of  the  enemy ;  Captain  Borcherdt,  commanding  my  pei'sonal  escort,  did 
excellent  and  gallant  service  in  rallying  men  to  their  standards.  He  was  seriously  hurt 
by  tire  Eiil  of  his  horse. 

Much  of  the  time  I  waa  without  a  single  ofBcer  of  my  staff,  and  was  forced  to  send  mos- 
s^es  by  orderlies;  two  of  these.  Corporals  White  and  Hill,  did  excelleut  service,  and  I  b^ 
to  commend  them  to  the  notice  of  the  general  commanding. 

To  the  commanders  of  batteri^,  laeotenant  Sears  and  Lieutenant  Immel,  the  highest 
pt^e  is  due  for  unyielding  bravery,  and  tbo  skill  with  which  their  pieces  were  handled. 
Lieutenant  Sears  wes  severely  wounded,  and  left  his  guns  only  when  his  officers,  men  and 
horses  were  nearly  all  killed  and  disabled,  and  when  the  battery  was  fairly  in  the  enemy's 
hands. 

In  closing  this  report  I  shall  be  permitted  to  embody  this  summary  ; 

On  the  18th  instant  my  division  matched  nineteen  {19)  miles ;  fought  a  desperate  battle 
with  seven  regiments  against  a  rebel  force  under  General  Price  of  not  less  than  eighteen 
regiments ;  won  a  glorious  victory  ;  lying  at  night  on  their  arms  on  the  field  their  valor 
lia,d  won,  and  the  following  morning  chased  the  fleeing  enemy  for  fifteen  miles,  until,  worn 
Odt  with  labor  and  fighting,  and  famislred  for  want  of  food,  the  pursuit  was  discontinued 
only  when  the  powers  of  nature  were  exhausted.  The  records  of  war  may  well  bo  chal- 
lengcd  to  produce  a  victory  under  circumstances  und  odds  so  desperate.     No  words  of  m'"" 
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can  add  lustre  to  the  brilllaDcr  of  this  vietoty,  and  no  award  of  praise  given  to  those  who 
weve  miles  awa}-  from  the  Lattle-field  will  detract  from  the  glory  j  uatly  due  to  those  heroes 
who  woQ  this  audacious  yictory. 

The  fearful  list  of  killed  and  wounded  in  the  few  regiments  actively  engaged  shows 
with  what  heroism,  ami  desperation  this  fight  was  won. 

I  say  Iwldly,  that  a  force  of  not  mora  than  2,81 
of  11,000  on  a  field  chosen  by  Price,  and  a  posil 
every  advantage  inuring  to  the  enemy. 

A  list  of  casualties  is  herewith  submitted. 

It  is  known  that  263  rebel  bodies  were  buried  o 
wounded,  nnmbering  over  400,  fell  into  our  hands.     The  number  of  able-bodied  prisoners 
who  fell  Into  oar  bands  is  large. 

I  report  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  but  twonty-six  (26)  missing  from  my  command. 

Over  eight  handred  (800)  stand  of  arms  were  gathered  on  the  battle-fleld,  mostly  of  im- 
proved patterns,  showing  IJiat  the  rebelsaro  not  wanting  in  this  essential  means  of  making 

'rhe  dead  of  my  division  number 135 

The  ivounded  of  my  division  number 527 

Missing 26 

Of  my  staff  and  escort,  officers  wounded 4 

"       "               "         private    killed 1 

893 
Eesiiectfully  submitted  : 

C.  S.  HAMILTON", 
BrigadUe  Geaeral,  Gaatmanding  3rf  Division. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  H.  G.  Khnnbtt,  adef  of  Staff. 


Headquahtees  isrliniGADE,  Tiimn  Divisios, 

Army  qf  the  Mississippi,  ftpJemtfl"  21,  1862. 

Sin  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  pursuance  of  yourordeis  of  the  nth  instant,  I 
moved  my  command,  consisting  of  the  5th  Iowa  infantry,  36th  Missouri  infantry,  48th 
Indiana  infantry,  4th  Minnesota  infantry,  16th  lovra,  in&iutry,  and  11th  Ohio  battery,  at 
four  o'clock  a.  m.,  in  an  easterly  direction,  to  a  point  on^  the  Tusnumbia  road  one  mile 
west  of  the  junction  of  the  Pontotoc  road  with  the  same,  without  meeting  with  any  oppo- 
sition. At  this  point  I  disposed  of  my  command  in  order  of  battle,  and  posted  a  strong 
guard  on  my  front  and  flanks,  and  aw^ted  further  orders. 

In  pursuance  of  yoor  ordera  of  two  o'clock  a.  m,  of  the  19th  instant,  I  moved  my  com- 
mand in  an  easterly  direction  on  the  Tuscumbia  road,  preceded  by  the  Sd  Michigan  cavalry. 
When  I  had  advanced  about  three  miles  I  fell  upon  the  enemy's  pickets,  who  fited  briskly 
at  the  advanced  cavalry  and  retired  across  a  dealing  into  a  thick  growth  of  timber  and 
brush,  and  continued  their  Areas  the  cavalry  advanced,  so  rapidly  that  it  was  deemed  pru- 
dent to  have  a  portion  of  the  cavalry  dismount  and  advance  as  infontry  skirmishers.  It 
being  desirable  at  this  time  to  conceal  from  the  enemy  all  onr  force  except  the  cavalry,  I 
advanced  in  this  manner  to  the  point  where  the  road  leading  from  luka  to  Bay  Springs 
crosses  the  Toeciimbia  road,  and  halted,  disposing  of  my  command  in  Ihe  best  manner  pos- 
sible, in  my  judgment,  to  receive  an  attack  from  any  quarter,  and  posted  guards  south, 
east,  and  north.  I  had  hardly  accomplished  this  when  1  received  your  further  ordera  to 
move  forw.ird  Immediately  toward  luka.  I  at  once  drew  In  my  guaids  and  took  up  my 
line  of  march  on  the  luka  road,  preceded  as  before  by  cavalry.  When  I  had  advanced 
about  two  miles  the  firing  of  the  enemy's  pickets  was  so  rapid  and  well  austiuued  that  under 
your  orders  I  threw  out  four  companies  of  the  6th  Iowa  infantry  m  skirmisherB.  These 
companies  moved  forward  to  theirtask  with  great  alacrity,  and  soon  succeeded  in  driving  the 
enemy's  pickets  from  a  strong  position  they  had  selected  in  a  house  by  the  road-side,  and 
advanced  steadily,  driving  them  for  three  hours,  killing  two  of  them  and  seriously  waand- 
bg  one,  at  least. 

At  this  time  (about  four  o'clock  p.  m.)  I  relieved  the  companiea  skirmishing  irom  the 
gth  Iowa  by  four  companies  of  the  26th  Missouri  infantry,  who  went  forward  with  the 
Srcatest  cheeifulness,  and  continued  to  drive  in  the  enemy's  pickets  rapidly  till  they 
reached  a  point  a  little  more  than  a  mile  from  luka,  where  they  met  the  enemy  drawn  np 
in  line  of  battle  in  strong  force,  about  eighteen  thousand  infantry,  with  cavalry  and 
artillery,  and  drew  Ihe  Are  from  nearly  his  whole  line      The  enemy  almost  inslantaneously 
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opened  his  batteries  upoa  u9  and  commsiiced  advanoiog  liia  Hoe,  aod  rendered  the  most 
rapid  roovemeafe  and  fovmations  neeeasaiy  to  pi-event  tiim  enveloping  my  whole  cnmnitind. 

I  immediately  caused  the  5th  Iowa  infantry  t«  file  to  the  right  ol  the  road  and  form  \n 
order  of  battle,  with  the  right  wiog  slightly  refused,  to  prevent  it,  as  fw  as  possible,  from 
being  flanbed  on  thitt  nlng  before  other  troops  could  be  brought  up. 

I'ha  11th  Ohio  battery  was  brought  into  posiiion  immediately  on  the  left  of  this  refii- 
ment.  the  4Sth  Indiana  infantry  on  ita  left,  with  the  left  wing  slightly  refused,  and  the 
ith  Minnesota  in  the  prolongation  of  this  line;  this  line  was  upon  the  crest  of  a  ridge.  These 
regiments  were  ordered  to  hold  their  positions  at  alt  hazards  until  fuither  orders.  The  26th 
Missouri  Infantry  was  formed  in  order  of  battle  below  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  with  its  left 
nearly  in  rear  of  the  centre  of  the  5th  Iowa,  and  its  right  letiiing  from  the  front  line,  with 
orders  to  Colonel  Boomer,  commanding,  to  move  immediately  to  the  right  of  ihe  5th  Iowa, 
should  the  enemy  make  his  appearance  iE  that  direction,  but  with  diBcretlonary  authority 
to  move  to  the  relief  of  any  point  the  most  strongly  assailed. 

The  16th  Iowa  ialimtry  was  formed  In  order  of  battle  below  the  crest  of  the  hill,  with 
its  right  in  rear  of  the  left  of  the  5th  lows  and  the  battery,  and  the  three  right  compa- 
nies of  the  *8th  Indiana,  masking  the  balance  of  il8  front  and  about  twenty  yards  In 
advance,  this  formation  being  made  to  support  the  battery.  All  these  formationsand  move- 
ments were  made  under  a  steady  lire  of  canister  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  hardly 
had  the  disposition  of  the  troops  been  made  when  the  enemy  came  forward  with  his  whole 
force  and  formed  in  front  of  the  battery  three  battalions  deep.  1  immediately  ordered  the 
battery  to  open  fire  and  the  infantry  to  commence  firing.  The  battery  fired  with  great 
rapidity  and  with  extraordinary  accuracy  of  mm,  which,  in  conjunction  with  the  volleys  of 
musketry  from  the  regiments  in  the  front  line,  threw  the  enemy  into  confusion,  and  thus 
in  his  first  attempt  to  take  the  battery  the  enemy  was  repulsed  with  heavy  loss.  The  firing 
of  his  musketry  during  this  advance  was  very  rapid  and  quito  destructive,  and  caused  the 
battalion  on  the  left  of  the  battery  to  waver  and  the  right  to  fall  back.  The  enemy  soon 
reformed,  and  with  renewed  vigor  aod  cheers  came  on  to  the  essanlt  agiun,  and  was  agaXn 
repulsed  by  the  well-directed  fire  of  the  battery,  and  the  volleys  ani  charges  made  by  the 
6  th  Iowa. 

The  three  companies  of  the  5th  Iowa  flanking  the  battery  had  by  this  time  become  so 
uQmasked  by  the  loss  of  men  that  it  seemed  imposable  for  the  regiment  or  the  batteiy  to 
hold  out,  and  Colonel  Boomer,  of  the  2fith  Missouri,  immediately  brought  up  four  coui- 
panieB  of  his  command  and  formed  them  in  line  nader  the  most  galling  fire  on  the  right 
of  the  battery  and  left  of  the  fith  Iowa.  The  firing  of  the  enemy  at  this  time  had  become  so 
destructive  that  Colonel  Boomer  promptly  proceeeded  to  bring  upthe  balance  of  his  command 
with  great  gallantry  and  personal  bravery,  but  fell  severely  wounded  before  reaching  his 
command,  and  was  carried  from  the  field.  I  had  during  this  time  been  making  the  greatest 
efforts,  in  conjunction  with  the  general  commamJing  the  division  and  members  of  the  staff 
and  field  officers  of  the  regiment,  to  bring  back  the  regiment  placed  upon  the  left  vi  the 
battery  to  its  first  position.  During  these  efforts  Colonel  Eddy,  commanding  the  regiment 
with  the  greatest  valor,  fell  severely  wounded  and  was  carried  from  the  field.  The  fire  was 
so  galling  it  was  found  impOBsible  to  bring  this  regiment  again  on  to  this  line. 

Colonel  Chambers,  commanding  the  16th  Iowa  infantry,  had  already  fallen  and  been 
carried  from  the  field,  and  it  did  not  at  this  time  seem  prudent  lo  move  the  2d  line  of  bat- 
tle in  rear  of  the  battery.  I  proceeded  to  the  left  flank  of  the  whole  line  with  a  view  of 
drawing  in  that  battalion  in  support  of  the  battery,  bnt  the  enemy  had  then  appeared  in 
itsfront,  and  was  engaging  it  with  musketry.  'Jhero  wasnoalteyiative  but  for  the  battery, 
the  6th  Iowa,  and  the  four  companies  of  the  36th  Missouri  to  fight  the  battle  out  with 
nearly  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  concentrated  on  that  point,  and  nobly  did  they  do  this. 

The  infantiy  on  the  right  continued  to  fire  and  charge  upon  the  enemy  under  their  gal- 
lant leader.  Colonel  Matthias,  nntU  their  whole  forty  rounds  of  ammunition  was  exhausted, 
and  until  it  was  too  dark  to  distinguish  one  object  from  another,  and  until  one  half  of  ail 
the  men  that  had  been  taken  npoE  fJie  lice  upon  the  right  ot  the  batteiy  were  killed  or 
wounded. 

The  battery  at  the  same  time,  under  command  of  the  gallant  Lieutenant  Sears,  held  out, 
if  possible,  with  still  greater  desperation,  firing  nntil  all  canister  shot  wjis  exhausted,  and 
more  than  one-half  of  his  men  and  nearly  all  his  horses  had  been  killed  or  wounded. 
After  (Jiis,  the  enemy  came  upon  the  ground  where  it  was  stationed,  but  did  not  remove 
the  battery  from  the  fi.eld. 

The  position  where  the  remaining  companies  of  the  26th  Misaonri  were  left  had  be- 
come very  much  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire,  and  the  lieutenant  colonel,  in  his  discretion, 
and  without  orders,  removed  them  to  an  open  field,  to  the  right  of  the  5th  Iowa,  and  there 
formed  them  in  order  of  battle,  where  they  remained  for  tlie  night. 

The  enemy  maldrg  no  fuithci  appearance  on  my  left,  I  withdrew  the  4th  Minnesota  in- 
fantry from  tliat  wing,  and  ordered  them  to  move  iorward  and  occupy  the  ground  originally 
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occupied  by  llie  Ijutfery  and  the  left  of  the  Stli  Iowa.  They  promptly  moved  fonvai'd  to 
within  a,  few  yards  of  this  poeilioB,  when  they  received  a  heavy  volley  of  nausUetry  from 
one  of  the  regimeots  of  the  eeoond  brigade,  which  caused  thera  to  haidt  and  lie  down. 
The  regiment  oocnpied  this  potition  untU  a  qnarter  past  8  o'clock,  when  it  was  relieved 
by  General  Sullivan,  with  one  of  the  regimeatsof  the  2d  lirigade, 

I  nm  hflppy  to  report  that,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  batfaiioa  on  the  left  of  the 
hattery,  each  rpgtment  obeyed  every  order  with  alacrity,  and  held  every  position  assigned 
them  until  directed  to  vacate  them  ;  and,  in  the  case  of  the  esception  above  named,  I 
deem  it  proper  to  state,  that  the  enemy's  fire,  in  that  position,  waa  so  Hevere  (hut  veteran 
troops  even  oonld  hardly  be  expected  to  hold  it.  The  brigade  waa  in  order  of  battle  soon 
after  the  oloae  of  the  ei^;agement,  ready  for  action  on  the  foUowicg  morning. 

Every  regiment  conducted  itself  with  coolness  and  deliberation,  and  Jn  no  case  fired' 
except  when  the  enemy  appeared  in  full  view,  and  then  with  deliberate  aim,  but  were  sub- 
jected to  four  full  volleys  from  regiments  of  other  brigades  of  our  own  troops  in  the  rear. 

I  forward  herewith  the  reports  of  the  commanders  of  the  resEiective  i-egimecte  of  my 
brigade,  containing  full  lists  of  casualtieB  of  the  respective  commandB. 

The  official  report  of  the  llth  Oblo  battery  will  be  forwarded  at  an  early  day,  the  only 
officer  able  to  be  on  duty  since  the  battle,  having  been  constantly  engaged  in  refitliog  his 
battery  for  service. 

I  regret  that,  in  an  action  occupying  a  little  more  than  an  hour  and  a  half,  there  wtre,  out 
of  about  twenty-one  hundred  (2,100)  men  of  my  brigade  engaged,  five  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  (S8i)  killed  or  wounded,  and  twenty-four  missing. 

It  will  be  a  consolation  to  the  friends  of  all  to  know  that  thoy  died  or  were  injured 
fighting  manfully  for  their  country,  and  in.  an  engagement  where  the  killed  and  wounded 
of  the  enemy  were  twice  the  number  of  oar  men. 

All  the  commaoding  and  field  ofScers  of  regiments  and  detachments  labored  with  equal 
zeal  and  coarage  to  perform  their  whole  duty.  Colonels  Matthias  and  Boomer  made  most 
extraordinary  efforts  and  with  measucably  succesaCul  reaulta.  The  former  was  more  fortu- 
nate than  the  latter  In  being  able  to  continue  his  efforts  to  the  close  of  the  ongagement. 
They  holh  deserve  from  the  country  the  rewards  that  a  grateful  people  aie  always  ready 
to  confer  upon  faitlifu!  servants.  Lieutenant  L.  B.  Martin,  acting  assistant  adjutant  gen- 
n  my  staff,  conducted  himself  with  great  gallantry,  and  labored  Incessantly  and  suo- 
'n  rallying  the  men  who  had  left  their  commands,  and  bringing  them  into  posl- 
iion  lo  oo  good  ex.eention  against  the  enemy.  The  line  ofScers  deserving  especial  mention 
for  gallantry  in  the  field  during  the  action  are  named  and  referred  to  tn  the  xeporte  of  the 
commanders  of  their  respective  regiments,  which  reports  are  by  me  approved  and  con- 
firmed, and  to  which,  attention  is  directed. 

respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  B.  SANBORN,  aionel,  Chmnmnimg. 

Captain  P..  M.  Sswybh,  A.  A.  6., 

1st  Brigade,  3(1  Dmmn,  Army  of  (fte  Miiiissippi, 

IlECAPiTTJtATioN. — 5th  lowa  infantry  I  killed  37,  wounded  179,  missing  1;  total  217. 
26tli  Missouri  infantry:  killed  21,  wounded  74,  missing  1  ;  total  96,  iSth  Indiana  in- 
fantry :  killed  ST,  wounded  66,  missing  7 ;  total  100.  4th  Minnesota  Infantry  :  killed  S, 
wounded  43,  missing  2  ;  total  48.  I6th  Iowa  infantry  r  killed  14,  wounded  48,  missing 
13;  totiilTS.  llth  Ohio  batteiy:  (unofficial,)  killed  18,  wounded  SI;  totsil  73.  Total 
killed  130,  womided  454  ;  missing  24  ;  aggregate-608. 


HUABQUAItTEES  IeNTH  RCGIMEST  MlSSOPBI  IkFAKIKY, 

Ormj,  siear  lull,  a^tmber  20,  1862. 

Cai'tais  :  I  herewitii  submit  a  report  of  the  part  taken  in  the  late  action  near  luka  by 
thB  force  under  my  command,  consisting  of  the  tOth  Misjouii  and  Captain  L.  M.  Bice's 
attached  company,  24th  Missouri  infantry,  in  al!  numbeiiag  six  hundred  and  fifty  (650) 
men  and  officers. 

My  regiment  took  position  in  line  of  battle  about  four  hundred  yards  to  the  right  of 
the  luka  road,  and  pamHel  with  it,  with  the  view  of  preveniing  any  flanlc  movement  of 
the  enemy  through  the  woods  opposite  me,  and  at  the  same  time  (o  furnish  a  support  to 
the  main  line  formed  across  the  road,  and  to  my  left  Company  A  Ist  Lieutenant  Walker 
commanding,  was  deployed  as  skirinishers  along  my  whole  fiont  in  the  edge  of  the  woods. 

The  actjon  soon  became  general  with  the  main  body  I  lemriined  in  the  position  named 
for  some  time,  exposed  to  an  enfilading  fire  of  the  enemy  s  artillery,  which  severely 
wounded  several  of  my  men. 

Discovering  uu  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  come  through  tiie  woods  on  rny  front,  a 
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iDg  that  Bomo  of  the  regiments  on  the  tight  of  the  main  body  wece  appaventlj'  failing  liaclt 
under  the  teTiiiic  flte  to  which  they  were  exposed,  I  changed  ffoat  forward  on  my  left,  with 
a  view  to  fumiah  any  support  which  might  he  required,  leaving  my  stirmialiera  as  oiigi- 
nally  placed.  Witb.  the  exception  of  having  once  ployed  my  regiment  into  close  colnmn 
by  divi^DU  on  the  road,  iieing  ordered  to  take  position  tliere,  I  remained  on  the  last- 
Damed  line  to  the  end  of  the  action  and  daring  the  night,  the  men  sleeping  on  their  arms. 

In  that  most  trying  ^tnaijon  of  being  exposed  to  a  heavy  Gre,  without  being  able  to 
return  it,  my  o&icerd  and  men  behaved  witb  the  greatest  steadiness,  executing  the  re- 
q^uired  raanceuvres  with  the  precision  of  ordinary  drill. 

I  may  here  aknowledge  tbe  valuable  assistance  which  I  received  during  the  action  from 
Lieutenant  Colonel  John  D.  Foster,  Major  L.  Horney,  and  Adjutant  F.  C.  Eteimling,  Sui^eon 
C.  B.  Payne,  and  Chaplain  George  R.  Palmer,  are  also  entitled  to  especial  mention  for  their 
services  on  the  field,  attending  to  and  removing  the  wounded.  My  loss  was  fourteen  (14) 
wounded,  a  list  of  whom  is  appended. 

I  kept  my  men  screened  while  in  position  by  the  nature  of  the  ground  as  far,  as  possible, 
and  by  lying  down,  v/'aicti  will  account  for  the  snmllneas  of  the  list. 
Very  respectfully, 

SAMUEL  A.   HOLMES,  Oilonel.  Conmandiwj. 

1,  Army  of  Mitsissi^. 

list  of  wouniM.— Augustus  D.  Peyton,  company  A,  private,  face,  dangeronsly  ;  Kobert 
Staton,  company  C,  private,  face,  severely ;  Stuart  Wishard,  company  D ,  sergeant,  thigh, 
slightly  ;  Asbury  Salters,  company  D,  private,  contusion  in  region  of  spine,  severely  ;  John 
Eehstock,  company  D,  private,  foot,  slightly  ;  Thomas  Hibbler,  company  D,  private,  hand, 
severely  ;  Eobert  B.  Glass,  company  D,  private,  breast  and  leg,  slightly ;  Eenben  Tharp, 
company  D,  private,  leg,  very  severely,  amputated  ;  Washington  J.  Deane,  company  It, 
leg,  very  severely,  amputated  ;  Peter  Thoma,  company  D,  private,  leg,  very  severely, 
amputated  ;  August  Zunkle,  company  B,  private,  arm,  seriously  ;  James  Young,  company 
F,  private,  hand,  severely;  Alexander  B.  Webb,  company  H,  private,  arm,  severely  ;  John 
Lil^,  attached  to  24th  Missouri,  company  F,  private,  leg,  severely. 


Camp  im  Fielk,  SeplemUr  21,  18B3. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  orders  from  General  Sullivan  I  advanced,  September  19,  at  about  5 
o'clock  p.  m.,  with  my  regiment  and  a  section  of  the  I2th  Wisconsin  battery,  under  IJeu- 
tenaut  Immel.  After  a  short  survey  of  our  line  of  battle,  I  took  position,  with  seven  com- 
panies, en  eheval,  on  the  luka  road,  about  a  iiuarter  of  a  mite  ahead  of  our  left  wing,  sent 
three  companies  to  the  right  into  a  dense  wood  ;  then  I  put  my  two  pieces  info  position, 
and  threw  a  few  shells  in  an  oblic[ue  direction,  where  I  discovered  the  rebel  lines.  My 
three  companies  in  tbe  woods  reported  a  full  brigade  of  tbe  rebels  advancing  on  our  left 
wing,  on  which  I  witlidrew  tbem,  and  leaving  only  one  company  for  the  observation  of 
the  enemy  1  changed  front  perpendicular  to  our  line  of  battle  on  the  luka  road.  I  planted 
my  two  pieces  anew,  and  thus  obttdned  a  dominating  flanking  position.  Being  on  a  ridge 
I  could  watch  the  enemy's  movements,  who  had  to  cross  a  broken  open  field  in  order  lo 
attack  our  forces ;  they  soon  emerged  from  the  woods,  opened  a  heavy  fire,  and  advanced 
on  onr  lines  ;  their  Are  was  returned,  and  I,  too,  opened  with  musketry  and  canister  ;  the 
rebels  wavered,  fell  back  a  little,  but  were  soon  rallied  by  an  officer  on  a  gray  horse,  and 
advanced  again,  nothing  daunted  by  our  flte,  which  made  great  havoc  in  tbeir  ranks ; 
they  followed  our  left  wing  into  the  noods,  and  for  a  short  while  there  was  no  enemy  in 
our  sight,  but  at  a  sudden  ti  full  regiment  marched  out  from  the  woods  on  their  side, 
offering  their  right  flank  to  my  ftre,  with  the  evident  intention  to  advance  for  the  support 
of  their  forces  already  engaged.  I  opened  instantly  with  canister  and  musketry,  on  which 
they  fell  back  to  the  woods,  formed  there  parallel  to  my  regiment,  advanced  to  the  edge 
of  the  wood,  and  commenced  a  brisk  fits  ;  we  replied  vividly ;  they  attempted  twice  to 
advance,  but  were  driven  back  each  time  ;  we  had  the  advantage  of  tbe  ground ;  our  fire 
told  fearfully  upon  them,  while  we  suffered  next  to  nothing  ;  their  fire  up  a  steep  hill  has 
been  altogether  too  high. 

In  the  mean  time  the  battle  wavering  to  and  fro,  and  apparently  approaching  the  luka 
d  wh  h  was  our  only  road  of  retreat,  1  got  a  little  alarmed  lest  the  pieces  under  my 
ha  g  h  uld  be  cut  off  in  case  we  should  be  compelled  to  fall  back.  At  this  lime  one  of 
G  al  Hamilton's  tudes-de-camp  rode  np,  inquiring  how  matters  stood  on  our  mie  ;  he 
toid  m  hat  the  road,  although  raked  by  the  enemy's  fire,  was  still  in  our  pos- 
se n  which  I  ordered  the  pieces  back,  and  fhey  were  withdrawn  safely.  Night 
I  drew  a  little  closet  to  our  miilu  body,  but  ou  the  vepott  of  company  I,  which 
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I  Ifft  to  observe  the  enemy'B  movements,  that  a  aew  body  of  rebels  were  advanoiQg  I  ad- 
viuiceil  again  with  three  compaoieB.  Advised  by  the  noise  of  our  steps  the  enemy  opeaed 
and  gave  ns  several  ti'emendous  volleys.  Owing  to  the  darkneas  and,  again,  to  their  up-hill 
firing  nota  man.  was  hnrt.  Wo  returned  tlicir  fire,  and  made  great  esecutloo,  as  we  found, 
on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  all  the  ground  strewn  with  deajl  rebels.  They  left  part  of 
their  wouniled,  having  carried  away  a  great  nnmber  even  during  the  aoiion.  We  may 
siifcly  assert  having  killed  between  sixty  or  seventy,  and  wounded  in  proportion,  while  our 
loss  was  seven  wounded,  and  one  of  my  orderlies'  horse  billed. 

Thus  ended  our  part  in  this  memorable  fight.  I  have  but  to  add  that  ofGcers  and  men 
behaved  with  the  greatest  bravery.  All  movements  have  been  executed  promptly  in  spite 
of  the  shower  of  bullets,  and  I  dare  to  say  that  the  tenth  Iowa  are  good  soldiers. 

I  have  yet  to  mention  the  efficient  services  and  assistance  of  our  brave  Major  N.  McCalia, 
arid  of  my  adjutant,  Wm.  Manning,  »id  also  the  able  and  bravo  manner  in  which  Lieu- 
tenant M.  E.  Immel  handled  his  two  pieces. 
Yours,  reBpeotfally, 

N.  PEREZF.L, 
Golimel,  Oimmanding  lOtk  Iowa  VdatUeera. 
Captain  T.  fl.  Harbis, 

Assiiiajil  AdjiOant  General,  2d  Brigade,  3d  Divmon, 


HeADQFARTEHS  low*  SBVENTBBNTn  IkFANTRY, 

Jaeinlo    Ifis  tssijip'   Septrmher  22,  1862. 
compliance  with  your  request,  I  make  ths;  foUowiog  brief  statement  Coa- 
cevning  the  battle  near  Inka  on  the  19th  instant. 

Whun  yoo  ordered  the  17th  Iowa  to  form  line  of  battle  aorow  the  ridge  at  right  angles 
with  the  road  leading  up  from  the  hospital  building,  wa  were  filed  off  to  the  right  by  Col- 
cnel  Rankin  (then  commanding)  until  a  little  mora  than  the  right  wing  of  the  regiment 
had  filed  to  the  tight,  when  the  regiment  was  halted  and  brought  to  a  front,  and  the  re- 
caainder  of  the  left  wing  formed  on  the  left  of  the  road. 

We  were  then  ordered  forward.  We  advanced  a  few  paces  and  were  ordered  to  give 
w:iy  to  the  right,  whioli  the  right  wing  of  the  r^ment  obeyed,  and  which,  I  think,  the 
left  wing  failed  to  hear.  The  right  wing  pased,  I  should  think,  thirty  or  forty  yards 
to  the  right,  oidsred  by  Colonel  Rankin  to  halt  and  come  to  a  front. 

By  this  movement  of  the  right  wing  to  the  right,  the  regiment  was  divided  near  the 
GODtre,  About  this  time  the  firing  from  the  enemy  he<»me  i^uite  brisk,  and  there  seemed 
to  he  a  strong  inclination  to  fall  back.  I  commnnicated  this  Sa/it  to  Colonel  Rankin,  and 
he  toid  me  to  do  the  best  I  could  for  them,  and  keep  them  together  if  possible. 

After  this  I  saw  no  more  of  him  during  the  engaganiBnt.  I  learned  afterwards  from 
hiiti  that  bis  horse  was  shot  from  under  him,  and  that  he  plunged  him  gainst  a,  tree, 
■which  tendered  him  unable  to  longer  command  the  regiment. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Hillts  being  absent,  and  Major  Wise  being  under  arrest,  I  was  the 
next  officer  in  rank,  and  [  took  command  of  the  right  wing  of  the  regiment,  that  being  all 
that  was  in  sight  or  hearing  of  ma.  About  the  time  I  mention  as  having  lost  sight  of 
Colonel  Rankin,  our  men  retreated  without  any  commnnd,  which  caused  great  confusion. 
They  had  not  proceeded  far  to  the  rear,  however,  until  I  succeeded  in  rallying  them,  and 
got  them  back  to  about  where  our  lino  was  first  formed,  and  succeeded  in  quieting  them 

About  this  time  I  saw  you  and  told  you  I  had  assumed  command,  and  was  told  to  take 
command  of  the  Imtiilion  and  do  the  best  I  could. 

I  then  went  to  near  the  right  of  the  right  wing  and  urged  the  men  forward ;  we  had 
proceeded  but  a  short  distance  when  a  tremendous  volley  from  the  enemy  caused  a  panic 
in  the  entire  battalion,  and  with  all  my  efforts,  and  asBistad  by  Capt^n  D.  A,  Craig,  who 
was  the  only  captain  I  saw  after  Colonel  Eaukin  left  the  field,  could  not  rally  them  until 
thsy  had  retreated  almost  to  the  road  near  the  old  log  church.  I  here  succeeded  in  stop- 
ping them,  got  a  line  partly  formed  and  marched  them  forward.  By  the  time  I  had  got 
tiiem  to  our  fi.rmar  line  I  bad,  I  should  think,  about  three  hundred  (300)  men,  consisting 
(if  tlie  right  wing  of  our  regiment  and  stragglers  from  Iowa  5th,  Missouri  IKh,  Minnesota 
4th,  Ohio  39th.  and  some  others.  I  now  held  them  near  where  our  first  line  was  formed 
for  abimt  three-fonrths  (|)  of  an  hour  waiting  orders.  Not  having  been  told  by  Colonel 
Eankin  what  the  design  was  in  placing  us  there,  or  whether  any  of  our  own  forces  were  be- 
tween us  and  the  enemy,  and  when  some  of  my  men  fired  I  ordered  them  to  cense  firing 
until  ordered.  About  this  time  a  soldier  from  the  5th  Iowa,  I  think,  came  near  ns  and 
told  me  that  my  men  were  firing  upon  our  own  men.     I  then  ordered  mj  men  forward 
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with  the  intention  of  tailing  a  better  portion  to  support  our  men  In  case  they  slionld  fall 
baclc.  We  had  not  proceedtd  far  when  some  of  my  men  again  commenced  firing,  which 
was  apparently  answered  bj  a  tremendous  volley  from  the  direction  of  tbo  entmy,  but  a 
aoldier,  who  was  eome  distance  in  advance,  came  rusbing  bock  and  said  that  onr  own  men 
were  licing  upon  as.  1  then  oniered  my  men  to  fall  back  in  good  on3Hr,  so  aa  not  to  tome 
la  oonlacl  witi  them.  I  fell  back,  I  should  think,  about  25  or  30  yards,  and  to  near 
where  our  original  Ifne  had  been,  halted  them,  ahontfeced  them,  and  ordered  Ihera  to 
kneel.  They  nmained  in  this  position  for  some  time,  and  until  quite  a  namber  of  men  in 
front  of  us  came  back  on  double  quick,  which,  together  with  inore^ed  Bring  from  the 
front,  caused  auother  panic  atnoDg  the  men,  and  in  spite  of  all  exertions  ran  back  abont 
one  hundred  yards,  where  I  succeeded  in  forming  another  line,  and  baying  adTanced  a  few 
yards  I  ordered  the  men  to  stand  and  wait  for  orders.  We  had  stood  here  bat  a  short 
time  when  a  tremendous  volley  was  Gred  by  the  enemy  and  was  answered  immediately  by 
wime  regiment  still  in  our  rear  ;  we  were  now  between  two  heavy  6res  from  front  and  rear. 
This  caused  a  dreadful  stampede  amnng  the  men,  and  ail  commenced  firing  in  all  direc- 
tions without  regard  to  where  tbdr  guns  were  aimed.  This,  howerer,  continued  but  a 
short  time,  for  as  sooa  as  the  guns  were  all  discharged  I  bad  no  difSculty  in  preventing  a 
repatitjon  of  the  fire.  I  a,%a\u  rallied  the  men  and  kept  them  in  pretty  good  line  until  the 
rdrtat  was  sounded,  when  I  brought  the  men  off  and  formed  them  on  the  right  of  tbs  39th 
Ohio,  I  brought  off,  I  should  think,  about  350  men  belonging  to  the  regiments  above 
named. 

It  may  he  said  that  the  foregoing  would  not  add  much  to  the  reputation  of 
but  this  I  cannot  avoid.     I  give  you  a  simple  tialement  of  the, /acta  that  came  under 
observation,  hoping  to  be  able  to  give  a  better  account  ot  the  17th  Iowa  in  the  next 


_ .  is  due  to  Captrfn  Craig,  company  H,  Lieutenants  Garret  and  Johnson  of  company  A, 
liontoBantB  Rice  and  Snodgrass,  of  company  I,  Lientenant  Hall,  company  B,  Ueutenant 
Monis,  company  F,  Lientenant  Stapleton,  company  C,  and  one  or  two  others,  probably, 
who  were  with  me  duiing  the  entire  engagement,  to  say  that  tbey  acted  in  a  very  brave 
and  nnflinchicg  manner,  and  deserve  great  credit 

I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  casting  any  insinuation  upon  any  oScor  in  the  ref ' 
raent,  but  I  only  mention  thoso  whom  /  now  in  the  engagement. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

JOBS  L.  TOUNO, 
€aptava  Company  A,  Camiaanii'ns  Re^menS, 
Brigadier  General  SotiirAN, 

Commanding  2d  Brigade,  3d  Division,  Army  of  the  Mmktippi. 


Hkabquaetekb  Twbijts  Wiscosgm  BATraiHr, 

Jacinto,  Ksramppi,  Stplembtr  20,  lfi62. 

Captaw  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  which  the  12th  Wisconsin  battery  toot  in 
the  engagement  of  the  19th  of  September,  near  Juka,  Mississippi.  1  was  ordered  by  Gen- 
eral Sullivan  to  tnke  position,  with  one  section  of  the  battery,  orf*the  road  leading  to  the 
left  and  front  of  line  of  battle,  which  was  formed  across  the  main  road  leading  to  luka.  I 
took  position  five  or  sii  hundred  yards  to  the  front  and  left  of  the  11th  Ohio  battery, 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  Lientenant  Colonel  W.  L,  Lothrop,  chief  of  artillery,  and 
Colonel  Pereze!,  of  the  10th  Iowa  volunteers,  whose  personal  bearing  won  the  applause 
of  myself  and  men,  Several  shells  were  thrown  into  the  field  and  timber  in  front  to  find 
the  position  of  the  enemy,  who  si>on  advanced  from  onr  right  tbrongh  the  thick  timber. 
I  then  fell  back  a  short  distance  and  took  a  position,  white  Colonel  Pereze!  was  engaging 
the  rebel  inCintiy,  who  now  came  In  great  nnmbers.  It  was  about  this  time  the  11th 
Ohio  battery  was  taken,  and  the  euemy  had  cat  us  from  the  main  body.  At  this  time  the 
enemy  were  driven  hack  with  great  loss  by  the  10th  Iowa,  and  the  two  guns  under  my 
chaise,  which  were  served  with  great  dexterity  by  the  cannoniers,  most  of  the  ti  ne  using 
canister. 

I  call  your  attention  to  the  great  bravery  of  Colonel  Perezel,  his  officers,  and  men,  the 
gallant  manner  in  which  they  fought,  supported  tbo  artillery,  and  repulsed  the  enemy  with 
great  loss.  My  non-commi^ioned  officers  and  men  stood  well  to  then?  posts.  7hose  most 
meritorious  I  am  constrained  to  mention  are,  1st  Sergeant,  S,  E.  Jones  and  Sergeant 
Philander  Cady,  who  nobly  did  their  duty.  At  the  time  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  us, 
!Blret  Lieutenant  lildward  ti.  Harban,  chief  of  1st  section,  left  his  section,  and  I  saw  no  more 
of  him  till  after  the  engagement  was  over. 

When  I  returned  where  I  had  left  the  2d  section  hi  command  of  First  Ijoutenant  William 
Miles,  I  found  the  guns  with  the  poles  broken  out  of  both  pieces  and  caisaona  ;  the  drivers 
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anil  horses  all  gone  ;  the  gTinnerB  and  cannoniers  at  their  posts,  but  their  comm^tiiling 
officer  goae,  while  the  battle  was  still  raging  in  their  immediate  front.  I  caused  the 
pieces  and  caiaaons  to  ba  dvawn.  off  a,nd  re()aired.  This  action  lasted  some  lime,  but  the 
battery  was  not  nnder  fire  mote  than  an  hoar  or  an  hour  anil  a  quarter. 

The  loss  sustained  in  this  engagement  was  six  (6)  horses  killed  ;  one  man  killed, 
Private  James  C.  Atherton,  company  D,  17th  Iowa  volunteers,  who  WM  on  detached  ser- 
vies  in  this  battery,  and  three  (3)  men  slightly  wounded. 

I  am,  ar,  very  roapacHully   jour  obedient  servant, 

L.  D.  IMMBLL, 
2d  Lieutennnt  1st  Mssmtri  LigM  ArHSay,  Com'g  IM  Wiscomin  Battery. 
Captain  T.  H.Hareis.  A.  A  G., 

2d  Brigade,  M  Division,  Army  of  till  Micsiss^jii. 


Colonel  :  I  beg  leave  to  snbmit  the  following  report  of  the  acHon  of  tl.e  troops  nnder 
my  command  in  the  battle  ne«  luka,  MIselssippi,  September  19,  1862.  By  order  of  Colo- 
nel George  B.  Boomer,  commanding  the  26th  Missouri  volunteers,  I  took  command  of 
companies  A,  Captain  Kobinson  ;  B,  OaptMn  Wellcer ;  G,  Captain  lUce.  aid  I,  Lieutenant 
Berry,  and  relieved  the  skirmishers  o(  the  5th  Iowa.  I  deployed  company  A  on  the  left, 
company  B  on  the  right  of  tlie  main  road,  leading  to  Tuka,  holding  companies  G  and  I  ae 
a  reserve,  under  command  of  Captain  Rice.  I  drove  back  the  enemy's  pickets  without 
much  firing,  exceptiog  on  one  occasion,  when  he  had  taken  refuge  in  a  house  on  the  road, 
when  a  biigk  skirmish  ensued,  but  we  aooa  forced  him  to  leave  his  shelter,  and  oontiuued 
to  advance  under  a  brisk  fire.  The  enemy's  cavalry  attempted  a  charge,  but  seeing  me 
prepared  to  receive  him  with  the  reserve,  and  flanking  companies  rallying,  he  promptly 
fell  back.  I  again  deployed  and  advanced,  and  soon  came  upon  the  main  force,  posted 
about  forty  yards  above  a  ridge  covered  with  timber  and  thick  undergrowth  ;  his  artil- 
lery being  in  position  in  the  road  in  front.  A  few  shots  were  Bred  by  my  skirmishers,  but 
the  enemy  held  his  fire.  At  this  time  I  had  advanced  to  the  top  of  the  ridge  in  the  road, 
and  discovered  the  portion  of  the  enemy;  at  this  instant  company  B  drew  the  fire  of  the 
whole  rebel  line  on  the  right,  and  fell  back  and  rejoined  the  regiment.  Company  A  ral- 
lied on  the  right,  and  Captain  Bice  bron^t  up  the  reserve,  and  after  getting  into  position 
near  the  top  of  Uie  ridgo,  these  companies  gave  him  their  entire  fire,  and  almost  instantly 
drew  the  five  of  their  artillery  and  two  regimeuts  of  infantry.  My  troops  were  so  protected 
by  the  ridge  that  their  fire  took  no  effect,  I  gave  them  a  few  more  shots,  when  Captain 
Robinson  reported  the  enemy  fianking  him  on  th"  left,  and  Captan  Riofi  discovered  him 
on  the  right.  Seeing  our  buttery  In  position  and  line  of  battle  formed  in  my  rear,  I  gave 
the  order  to  retire,  and  soon  after  received  orders  to  rejoin  the  regiment  and  await  orders. 
Soon  after  joining  the  ngimeot,  Golouel  Boomer  went  to  the  left,  leaving  Adjutant  3cho«- 
nen  and  myself  on  the  right.  The  battle  soon  opened  with  great  fury.  The  tour  com- 
panies on  the  left,  with  the  colors,  were  here  detached  by  the  Colonel,  (as  I  afterwards 
learned,)  and  moved  forward  under  hia  and  Major  Eoniuszeaki's  command  in  support  of 
the  battery.  I  remained  in  position  until  the  adv.ince  of  the  enemy  had  turned  our  left, 
which  placed  me  and  my  right  unJier  a  destructive  cross-fire  from  the  rear,  loft,  and  front. 
The  battery  had  t>een  carried,  and  one  of  the  caissons  came  dowo  on  my  left,  and  threw 
that  part  of  my  line  into  confusion.  Seeing  that  I  was  i)eing  flanked  on  the  left,  and 
it  being  Impossible  to  rally  the  left  of  my  line,  which  had  become  disordered,  I  ordered 
my  comniaDd  to  &ill  back  to  the  field,  a  short  distance  below  my  first  line.  This  move- 
ment naa  quickly  executed  and  in  good  order,  when  I  again  formed  in  lino  of  battle  near 
the  edge  of  Umbers.  I  then,  by  order,  moved  back  my  line  abont  150  or  200  yards, 
and  took  po^tdon  on  the  right  of  the  lOth  Missouri,  awatiji^  the  approach  of  the  enemy, 
where  I  remained  until  the  close  of  the  engagement.  I  was  then  ordered  ta  remain  on  arms, 
which  I  did  until  the  next  morning.  About  7  o'clock  in  the  evening  I  was  here  rejoined 
by  the  remnants  of  oompaniea  B,  F,  and  H,  bearing  the  colors  in  charge  of  Ueutenant 
Wheeler  and  Lieutenant  Charles  F.  Brown,  regimental  quartermaster.  From  the  opening 
to  the  end  of  the  engagement  my  command  was  constantly  under  a  galling  and  destructive 
tire,  and  my  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  severe.  Permit  me  further  to  report,  that 
the  officers  and  men  under  my  command,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  during  the  whole 
engagement,  conducted  themselves  vrith  rare  ooolness  and  true  soldierly  bearing  ;  but 
Captain  John  Welker,  T.  M.  Rice,  Captain  William  M.  Robinson,  Lieutenant  F.  G.  Scho- 
eoen,  acting  adjutant,  and  lieutenant  C.  F.  Brown,  regimental  quartermaster,  with  many 
others,  are  deserving  a  special  notice.  Their  conduct  was  truly  brave,  gallant,  and  noble  ; 
if  space  would  permit,  too  much  could  not  be  said  of  their  signal  acts  of  daring,  their 
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coolness  and  still  in  discharging  the  dutLea  reBpeotively  aesigned  tliem  on  the  field,  Tl 
country  may  tiuly  be  proud  of  such  mun,  for  under  tiieir  leadership  coutiaued.  eucce 
will  mark  the  progress  of  our  gallant  army.  Of  those  officers  abore  aamei  it  will  bu  d 
Ing  no  injustice  to  any  for  me  to  my  that  Captains  Welker,  Kice,  and  Eohtnson,  Lioute 
ant  C.  F.  BrowD.  regimental  quartermaster,  aad  Lieutenant  Schcienen,  that  they  have  wt 
for  themselves  diBtiaguished  merits,  efiioient  in  camp,  brave  and  patriotic  on  the  field. 
can  cheerfully  recommend  them  for  promotion  in  the  army. 

JOHN  H.   HOLMAIS", 
lAeutenattt  Colonel,  Commnndinff  26^  I£fffim&jU  Missouri  Yolnnff^Ti. 


HospiiiL  AT  IwK*,  MiBsiaaippi,  20tii  MiaaouRi, 

Stplemba:2l,  1862. 
CoLONBi.;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  marched  on  the 
moriiiug  of  the  IRth  from  camp,  west  of  Jacinto,  and  camped  that  evenii^  sdu  miles  east 
of  the  town,  on  the  luka  road.  On  the  19th  we  marched  to  within  two  miles  of  Inka,  the 
6th  Iowa  infantry  leading  the  column ;  next  11th  Ohio  battery,  and  next  26th  Missouri  in- 
fantry. About  3  o'clock  p,  m.  I  relieved  four  companies  of  the  6th  Iowa  skirmiahera  with 
companies  B,  A,  G.  and  I  of  my  regiment,  under  command  of  Ueutonaut  Colonel  Holman, 
who  continued  to  drive  back  tiie  enemy's  line,  till  they  came  upon  his  m^n  body,  from 
whom  they  received  a  volley,  causing  conaiderable  loas.  They  remained  in  poaitJon.  till  the 
column  came  up,  and  upon  my  arrival  I  ordered  them  into  the  line,  and  formed  the  regiment 
according  to  your  order,  in  rear  of  the  5th  Iowa,  the  light  down  a  ateep  ravine,  the  left 
reating  near  the  1 1th  Ohio  liattery,  Tou  also  ordered  me,  in  case  the  enemy  should  attempt 
to  Bank  on  the  right,  to  move  my  regiment  in  that  direction  into  the  open  field.  I  recon- 
noitred the  position  on  the  right,  and  aeeiug  no  indication  of  a  flank  movement  I 
remained  in  position.  Bhoitly  after  the  engagement  opened  in  earnest  on  the  front  of  the 
6th  luwa.  Colonel  Matthias  finding  the  left  of  his  regiment  next  to  the  battery  too  haid 
preset,  called  on  me  for  aFsistance.  I  seeing  that  the  l>attery  was  nearly  disabled,  and 
that  the  enemy  were  directing  all  their  efforts  against  that  point.  Immediately  ordered 
Major  Koniuazesfei  to  mount  and  go  forward  wltb  the  left  wing  of  my  regiment,  composed 
of  comiianies  F,  E,  H,  and  C,  in  all  162  men,  esclu^ve  of  hospital  details.  I  at  the  same 
time  ordered  the  right  wing  to  remain  where  it  was  and  await  my  orders.  Seeing  Major 
Eoniuszeski  diamoant,  and  that  he  gave  no  orders  at  all,  or  at  least  none  adequate  to  the 
occa^on,  I  took  commaod  in  person,  and  remained  until  I  thought  the  time  had  arrived  to 
bring  up  the  right  wing,  with  which,  being  five  lai^e  companies,  I  had  Intended  to 
charge.  In  the  mean  time  the  colors,  contrary  to  ordeis,  had  advanced  with  the  left  wing, 
and  a  short  time  previons  to  my  returning  to  the  right  wing  I  had  ordered  the  colors 
back  to  their  fi.rmer  position.  When  I  returned  to  where  I  had  ordered  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Holman  to  remain  with  the  right  wing,  I  found  it  gone  as  well  as  the  colors.  I 
immediately  returned  to  the  left  wing,  where,  mixed  up  with  the  disabled  battery,  we 
remained,  without  giving  an  inch,  until  I  was  aeverely  wounded,  having  been  slightly 
wounded  before.  I  immediately  after  this  ordered  the  men  to  retreat  down  the  ravine, 
and  WHS  off  the  field. 

We  had  lost  seventy-nine  (79)  men,  Including  five  (5)  oommisBioned  officers  wounded. 

The  fire  was  very  severe,  and  the  position  in  the  midst  of  tangled  horsea,  struggling  to 
getaway,  ws.s  difBcultboth  to  take  and  maintain  in  order.  I  did  not  see  Major  Eoniuazeaki 
during  the  action  ;  had  he  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Holman  (whom  I  since  understand 
ordewd  the  right  wing  to  retreat  shortly  after  I  left  him)  obeyed  my  orders  properly,  I 
think  a  charge  with  these  fresh  troops  would  have  prevented  the  temporary  ovptnre  of  the 
battery.  The  6th  Iowa,  with  my  four  companies,  fought  with  great  deapeiatioa  and  efiect, 
and  we  left  the  field  at  the  Eame  time.  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  with  certainty  why 
tbe  right  wing  left  the  Geld  as  it  did,  as  I  have  not  seen  the  command  since  I  was  carried 
oft  the  field,  to  be  able  to  get  any  accurate  inforraaUon,  but  they  coald  not  have  loft  with- 
out orders,  as  they  were  almost  completely  under  shelter.  It  will  be  neces&aty  for  Licutenuut 
Colonel  Holman  to  exptaa  this  In  his  report,  which  should  begin  at  the  time  those  com- 
panies left  their  portion. 

It  gives  mo  great  pleasure  to  mention  the  names  of  several  officers  engaged  with  me  on 
the  left  wing,  who  behaved  with  distinguished  gallantry  and  enei^y.  Captain  B.  D.  Dean, 
2d  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Maupin,  of  company  F;  Captain  Robert  C.  Crowell,  Ist  Keutenant 
E,  B.  Denny,  2d  laeutenant  J.  T,  Crowe,  of  company  B ;   1st  Lieutenant  Scbirmer,  com- 
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niandiog  company  H,  and  lat  Lieufenant  J   M.  Dennis,  of  company  0.     I  was  not  present 
with  the  ekirmishere  io  action,  but  underatand  that  all  eshibited  great  ooolQesa  and  energy. 
I  enoloBB  a  list  of  killed  and  woimded  bo  far  an  known  at  this  time. 
I  am,  very  raspectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

6E0EGE  B,  BOOMEE. 
Colond,  Commanding  26(A  Hegiment  Mmnuri  Infantry  V-ilunleeri. 
Colonul  John  B.  Sanbokn, 

Commimdwff  ]!t  Brigade,  Sd  Diviaion,  Army  r^filie  Misiisappi. 
Ofiicial ; 

L.  B.  MASTIN, 
lAeuttofBil  and  Acting  Aaiialaai  Adjuiaal  GeniraS , 

Hbadquahters  Sth  BiQiiMBNr  Iowa  VoLnsTBERS,  SfptemJier  21,  18S2. 

Sm  :  I  have  flie  honor  to  eubmit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  in  the  engaga- 
moQt,  near  luka,  on  the  19th  instant,  by  the  5th  Iowa  infantry. 

We  left  camp,  eis  miles  from  Jaointo,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  Iflth,  loHtant,  leadii^ 
the  column  of  the  3d  division,  and  Boon  came  on  to  the  enemy's  piokeis  posted  on  the 
road.  Three  oompanlee  of  my  regiment,  E,  G,  and  D,  wece  ordered  forward  aa  ekirmishere, 
and  Biicoeeded  in  driving  them  from  their  positions,  and  cootinneil  to  drive  them  from  one 
position  to  another,  which  they  contested  for  more  thnn  si!:  miles,  killing  three  and 
wounding  a  number,  when  these  companies  were  relieved  by  the  26th  Uissonri  infantry. 
Our  loss  was  one  sei«eant,  severely  wounded. 

The  skirmishers  soon  came  on  to  the  main  force  of  the  enemy,  placed  in  a  strong  position, 
and  received  a  volley  from  one  or  more  regiments.  My  regiment  was  ordered  iotn  line 
on  the  tight  of  the  11th  Ohio  battery,  which  had  jnst  been  placed  in  portion,  when  I  was 
informed  that  a,  large  force  was  moving  on  my  right,  which  compelled  me  to  change 
front,  and  had  just  got  Into  position  on  the  jcreat  of  a  hill,  when  the  enemy  in  strong 
force — two  hrigados— as  I  learned,  under  Generals  Green  and  Norton,  came  up  in  front, 
and  poured  a  terrible  fire  of  musketry  into  my  line,  which  was  promptly  returned.  The 
firing  continued  without  cessation  on  both  sides  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  when 
I  found  the  enemy  was  prefsing  my  left  wing  near  the  battery,  and  I  ordered  a  charge, 
which  was  executed  in  the  most  gallant  manner,  every  ofBcet  and  man  moving  tip  lu 
almost  perfect  line,  cheering  lustily  ;  the  enemy  gave  way  before  us,  when  we  poured  a 
most  deadly  fire  into  their  ranks,  caning  them  to  fall  back  down  the  bill ;  they  soon  re- 
turned with  renewed  vigor  on  my  front  and  left,  cheering  as  they  came,  and  were  received 
with  a  steady  fire  from  the  gallant  boys  of  my  regiment,  holding  our  portion  under  the 
moat  terrific  fire  possible.  I  then  gave  the  command  forward,  and  the  enemy  were  again 
driven  over  the  hill,  but  not  until  they  had  come  so  near  as  la  boldly  reach  out  after  our 
colors,  thus  showing  the  TToited  States  Bag,  and  saying  "  Don't  fire  at  us,  we  are  yonr 
friends."  At  this  jancture  the  left  wing  of  my  regiment  was  snffuring  terribly  from  a 
cross-fire  coming  from  the  left  of  the  battery  ;  nearly  every  officer  of  the  three  left  com- 
panies being  either  killed  or  wounded.  At  this  moment  four  companies  of  the  26th  Mis- 
souri infantry  came  up  to  the  support  of  ray  left,  and  nobly  assisted  in  holding  the  ground, 
until  I  found  my  ammunition  was  eixhausted — more  than  an  hoar — when  I  ordered  my 
regiment  to  retire  to  a  field  about  one  hundred  yards  distant,  which  was  done  in  good 
order,  where  it  was  reformed  under  a  galling  fire.  At  this  time  the  llfh  MifBoiiri  infantry 
advanced  in  order  of  battle,  and  my  regiment  retired  by  the  right  of  companies  to  the 
rear,  parsing  the  10th  Missouil  infantry,  which  was  advancing  to  take  a  position  near  the 
road,  under  the  direction  of  an  aide-de-camp.  The  regiment  was  here  reformed  in  line, 
ammunition  distributed  to  the  men,  and  the  firing  having  ceased,  the  men  rested  upon 
their  arms  for  the  night.  The  casualties  in  my  regiment  were  seven  (7)  commissioned 
officers  killed  and  eight  (8)  wounded,  and  thirty-three  (33)  enlisted  men  killed  and  one 
Tiundred  and  sixty-eight  (168)  wounded. 

In  commanding  my  regiment  before  the  enemy,  I  was  gallantly  assisted  on  the  right  by 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Lampson,  and  on  the  left  by  Adjutant  R.  F.  Patterson,  acting  major, 
and  lieutenant  W.  8  Marshall,  acting  adjatant,  which  officers,  without  leaving  their 
places,  repeated  my  commands  and  cheered  my  brave  boys  throughout  the  fierce  engage- 

The  long  list  of  casualiles  of  both  ofHcors  and  mi 
in  which  all  stood  at  tbelr  posts.     The  highest  pri 
will  reward  them  for  their  deeds  of  daring. 
Very  respectfully, 

n.  L.  MATi'er.is, 

Oilond  Comntaiiding  SM  Ti/wa  Ii^antry. 
lieutenant  Mabtijj,  A.  A.  A.  Q., 

ls(  Brigade,  3d  Diviiion,  Army  of  Iht  Missitsippi. 
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IlEADqUARTEHB,    16(A  lOWA  IwrANTBT, 

Stj,'fmber2i,  1S62. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the  16th  Iowa  infentry  in.  your  hrig. 
ade,  in  the  ba.ttle  on  the  19(h  laetaut,  (evening,)  one  and  a  half  mile  Koutb  of  laka,  Mis- 
EiBBippi.  The  regiment,  tinder  command  of  Colooe)  A.  Chamliere,  was  placed  m  position 
about  SJ  o'dock  p.  m.  in  rear  of  the  11th  Ohto  battery,  the  left  of  the  regiment  extending 
aorot^G  the  road  from  which  it  had  tiled  in  poeiclon.  Iinmediatt^iy  after  the  regiment  was 
formed  In  line,  a  charge  of  grape  and  shell  from  a  battery  of  the  enemy  cut  down  six  or 
aeven  men,  including  an  officer,  whan  the  men  were  ordered  to  lie  down  ;  in  this  poBition 
but  few  or  none  were  injured  by  the  repeated  discharges  of  canister  and  ball  from  the 
rebel  battery.  In  probably  half  an  hour  from  forming  in  line  the  enemy  made  a  charge  of 
Infantry  on  the  battery ;  our  fire  was  reserved  till  the  last  moment  in  tbe  centre  of  the  regi- 
ment for  fear  of  killing  tbrae  manning  the  battery  or  the  horses  of  the  same,  and  in  the 
two  light  companies,  till  a  regiment,  which  were  lapping  them,  were  withdrawn.  But  when 
tbe  enemy's  lines  were  pliunly  or  partially  in  sigbt,  which,  owing  to  the  trees  and  thick  under- 
brush, was  not  till  they  were  very  close.  Colonel  ('hambers  ordered  tbe  men  to  rise  and  fite, 
which  order  was  inslanlly  obeyed,  for  a  time  slopping  the  enemy's  advance,  but  they  again 
charged.  The  attack  was  evidently  by  a  very  heavy  force,  and  with  the  object  of  captur- 
ing tbe  battery.  Our  men  stood  their  ground  manfully,  and  I  am  not  awai-e  that  a  ^tigle 
officer  ot  man  failed  in  any  part  of  hi*  duty  ;  they  were  finally  beaten  back  by  the  over- 
whelming force  ot  the  enemy.  The  centre,  in  the  rear  of  tbe  left  section  of  ihe  battery, 
retjiing  first,  bnt  warmly  contending  with  the  enemy  till  they  were  almost  in  our  ranks ; 
the  left,  holding  a  comparatively  safe  position,  did  not  retire  till  they  were  fired  into  by 
one  of  our  own  regiments  in  the  rear.  The  entire  right  companies,  although  under  a  re- 
markably heavy  fire,  held  tbeir  position  longest,  and  experienced  the  heaviest  loss.  Com- 
pany A,  Captain  Smith,  was  the  laet  to  leave  the  field,  and  for  a  time  held  Its  gronnd 
alone,  the  regiment  on  its  right  having,  at  an  early  honr,  been  compelled  to  retire,  and 
the  remaining  companies  of  its  own  regiment  the  same,  at  a  later  hour. 

White  all  the  officers  did  so  well  it  seems  scarcely  fair  to  particularize  (he  conduot  or 
hearing  of  one  from  tbe  others,  yet  I  deem  it  my  oEGcial  duty  to  notice  the  fact  that  Cap- 
tain Smith  exhibited  in  this  action  bravery  and  gallant  conduct  for  which  he  cannot  re- 
ceive too  much  praise.  He  brought  out  of  the  battle  scarcely  half  the  men  he  took  in  it, 
Emd  the  same  may  be  said  of  Company  F,  Captain  Fra^er. 

The  remaining  portion  of  the  regiment  were  immediately  after  reformed  by  myself,  and 
took  a  position  near  the  battle-field,  it  then  being  nearly  dark,  and  soon  after,  while  chang- 
ing to  another  position,  was  directed  to  rest  on  (he  right  of  an  Ohio  regiment,  formed 
along  the  luka  road,  where  it  remained  duiing  the  night. 

1  regret  to  report  the  severe  wounding  of  Colonel  Chambers,  by  gunshot  wounds.  In  the 
shonlder  and  neck,  towards  the  close  of  the  action.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  tdme  of 
receiving  the  wounds,  but  was  lefcby  the  enemy  in  the  hospital  at  luka.  I  have  the  honor 
to  enclose  herewith  a  list  ot  the  killed,  wounded  and  missing  of  tbe  ISth  Iowa  infantry  at 
the  lato  action  near  luka,  complete  as  it  can  bemade  at  this  time,  summing  up  ;  Killed  14  ; 
wounded  48  ;  missing  14.  The  regiment  went  Info  battle  with  about  350  men,  oscluaive 
of  details  made  to  take  cara  of  the  wounded. 

Very  respectfslly,  your  obedient  servant, 

ADD.  H.  SANDERS, 
Lkiilenaut  Colond,  Comnusiding  ISth  Iowa  Infantry, 

Colonel  Sanborn, 

Conaainidiitg  1st  Brigade,  3d  Division,  Army  qf  the  Misiissippi. 


Hospital  No.  2,  Iuka,  Miasissippi,  48Tn  iNorANA. 

Seplentber  21,  1862. 

Colonel  :  I  respectfully  report  the  part  taken  in  the  action  by  my  regiment  while  I  re- 
mained on  rhe  field,  near  luka,  on  the  19th  Instant. 

In  pursuance  to  your  orders  and  that  of  General  Hamilton,  the  regiment  was  formed  on 
a  line  nearly  with  and  to  the  left  of  tbe  Ilth  Ohio  battery.  Lieutenant  Sears  commanding, 
on  the  crest  of  a  hill  or  ridge  receding  to  the  left  and  semioircnlar  in  form.  In  rear  was 
placed  the  16th  Iowa  for  our  support,  and  not  more  than  20  jarfs  from  us,  and  to  the  left, 
was  the  4th  Uinnesota,  in  continuation  of  the  front. 

The  men  were  ordered  to  lie  down  and  to  hold  their  fire  until  they  could  make  it  effec- 
tive. There  was  a  deep  gulch  or  ravine  which  it  was  impossible  to  reach  with  musketry 
as  the  line  was  then  formed.  To  the  right  wing  of  the  regiment  the  line  of  fire  was  much 
circumscribed,  tbe  range  being  con&ned  to  the  sharp  slope  of  the  hill  opposite,  and  to  a 
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descending  plain  to  the  front  of  the  line  on  which  we  were  firmeii,  of  not  more  than  25  or 
ao  yHtds  in  width.  On  tlie  left  of  the  regiment  the  deacent  of  the  ground  was  loss  rapid 
and  abrupt,  but  rolling,  and  at  many  points  offered  a  cover  to  an.  enemy's  approach.  The 
iiie  opened  upon  us  by  their  batteries  at  about  5  o'clock  p  m.,  and  atfiryt  Rcemed  mainly 
directed  at  tjie  battery  on  our  right,  but  taking  ia  its  range  the  first  and  second  companies 
of  the  regiment,  who  Buffered  early  and  severely  in  the  engagement, 

Tiie  fire  from  the  batteries  was  from  converging  points,  and  therefore  enGlading,  under 
which  those  troops  to  the  front  and  to  the  right  and  Isft  of  oar  battery  suffered  severely. 
After  their  cannonading  had  lasted  a  half  tai  hour  or  more,  ctreumetances  indicated  the 
approach  of  an  attacking  column,  of  which  I  promptly  informed  you. 

They  advanced  in  three  lines,  two  deep  each.  As  soon  as  they  were  perceived  on  the 
summit  and  descent  of  the  bill  on  the  apposite  side,  at  about  250  yards  distant,  we  opened 
our  fire  upon  them,  and  continued  it  until  they  were  hidden  by  the  declivity  balow,  re- 
suming the  fire  as  eoon  as  they  came  witliin  reach.  Here  they  met  us  with  a  volley,  and 
our  support  having  given  way,  with  a  force  in,  our  front  of  at  least  four  to  one,  the  regl- 
giment  followed. 

They  foil  back  nearly  100  yard!!,  where  they  were  rallied,  and  although  the  line  was 
irregular,  they  still  showed  a  IVont  to  the  enemy  and  continued  to  fire. 

By  your  direction  I  advanced  to  the  support  of  the  battery.  When  within  about  40 
yards  of  it  T  was  wounded  and  compelled  to  retire  to  the  rear.  The  command  of  the  regi- 
ment then  devolved  upon  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kugg.  His  report,  which  no  doubt  will  ac- 
company this,  will  embody  all  the  easentiaJ  facta  connected  with  the  regiment  after  I  left 
the  field. 

Considering  that  It  was  the  first  fim.0  &e  regiment  had  been  under  fire,  and  that  it  was 
outaumljered  four  to  one  by  the  veteran  troops  of  the  rebel  army,  and  that  they  remained 
in  the  battle  to  its  termination,  its  conduct  may  be  deemed  satisfactory,  though  not  in  all 
respects  what  I  could  wish  it.  To  the  officers  especially  much  praise  ia  due ;  they  were 
prompt  in  the  eiecution  of  every  command,  attentive  to  every  duty,  and  remained  with 
Uieir  men,  encouraging  them  by  word  and  eiample  to  the  last. 

To  Lieutenant  Colonel  Rngg  X  am  under  especial  obligations.  He  gave  me  every  aid 
and  assiatence  while  I  remained  on  the  field,  and  contributed  much  to  the  order  and  good 
conduct  of  the  mert.  Bis  gallantry  was  conspicuous  at  every  point  of  danger.  I  take 
pleasure  in  also  menlJoning  with  approbation  the  conduct  of  Adjutant  Stanfield,  and  par- 
ticularly that  of  Sergeant  Major  Ellis.  Other  special  instances  of  meritorious  conduct  on 
the  part  of  commissioned  officers  and  enlisted  men  deserving  notice  will,  doubtless,  be  men- 
tioned by  Colonel  Bugg  in  his  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfully, 

NORMAN  EDDY,  Calami,  Chmmanding. 

Colouel  Sanbohm, 

Oommandiny  ls(  Brigade,  3d  Dmaion,  Army  of  the  MixsUsippi. 

Omcial : 

L.  B.  MARTIN, 
lAeaiaianl  (aid  Acting  Assistant  A^juUmt  Gtneral, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jlugg. 

The  reginaont  was  speedily  reformed  on  the  right  of  the  road  on  which  the  battery  was 
placed. 

EetB  Major  Tormans  and  Captains  Byrkit  and  Wilson  rendered  valuable  assistance. 
Order  being  restored  in  the  regiment,  I  held  it  in  waltjcig  tor  the  orders  of  a  superior,  not 
feeling  authorized  to  move  it  at  my  own  discretion  ;  but  not  being  called  upon  for  further 
service,  I  moved  it  off  the  field  in  good  order  at  the  close  of  the  battle.  I  may  add  that, 
considering  the  unusual  fierceness  of  the  fire  of  grape  and  musketry,  to  which  particularly 
the  right  wing  was  exposed  in  the  position  assigned  to  it,  it  is  not  strange  or  discreditable  to 
the  men  that  thay  withdrew,  knowing,  as  they  certainly  did,  that  it  was  impoBsiMe  to 
withstand  the  murderous  concentration  of  the  enemy's  fire  upon  it. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  name  of  Lieutenant  White,  commanding  com- 
pany G,  for  the  cool  courage  he  displayed  during  the  battle.  He  deserves  great  ccetiit  for 
his  gallantry. 

Newton  Bingham,  Ist  sergent  company  F,  was  also  among  the  foremost  of  those  who 
displayed  remarkable  bravery.  There  are  other  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates, 
whose  faces  I  remember  well,  but  whose  names  I  cannot  now  recollect,  who  deserve  and  will 
receive  advancement  for  their  goud  conduct. 
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The  regiment  went  into  the  battle  434  Btrong.     Our  Iokb  w 
Emd  8  misiing, 

iifoUy  anhmittcd; 


Heaequabtees  iiu  MiNHraOTA  VowsTBERa,  Camp  6  hubs  south  of  Iuka, 

Seplimiir  20,  1P63. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following'  report  of  the  movement*  of  the  le^meat 
under  my  command  during  the  battle  of  yeaterday  near  Iuka.  At  5  o'clock  p.  m.  I 
moved  my  command  at  double-qniok  to  a  posltioci  ob  the  left  of  tho  4Sth  Indiana,  which 
raiment  was  in  support  of  the  11th  Ohio  batt^-y,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Sears. 
Shortly  after,  the  battle  was  opened  b;  the  battery,  and  raged  furiously  along  the  line  for 
half  an  hour,  when  the  48tli  Indiana,  being  compelled  to  give  way,  fell  back  to  the  edge 
of  the  woods,  leaving  my  regiment  exposed  to  an  oblique  Sre  in  the  rear  from  the  advanc- 
ing enemy.  I  then  ordered  the  tight  wing  to  fail  hack  ten  rods  to  the  timber,  which  was 
accomplished  in  good  order,  notwithstanding  the  galling  and  incessant  fire  from  the  enemy. 
This  change  of  poaition  brought  our  line  in  the  form  of  a  semicircle,  partly  facing  the 
battery  ;  here  we  remained  some  twenty  minutes,  when  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  directed 
against  the  troops  oa  the  right  of  the  battery. 

I  was  then  ordered  to  move  by  the  right  tiank  about  forty  rods  up  the  road  at  nearly  a 
right  angle  to  my  first  poaition,  then  by  the  left  flank,  in  order  of  battle,  to  a  point  near 
where  the  battery  was  first  placed,  which  I  did  immediately.  This  position  I  occupied 
until  a  quarter  past  8  o'clock,  when  the  enemy  haTiog  fallen  back,  I  was  relieved 
by  the  80th  Ohio,  and  ordered  to  the  rear  for  a  fresh  supply  of  ammunition. 

Throughout  the  wbola,  both  ofBcets  and  men  behftted  with  coolness  and  courage,  con- 
ducting themselves  in  a  manner  highly  commendable. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  t«  Surgeon  J.  H.  Murphy  and  his  aBHifitanta,  fof 
their  unceasing  attentions  to  the  wounded  through  the  action  and  during  the  night, 
I  enclose  a  list  of  the  kOled,  wounded  and  miraing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E,  LEE  GRO, 
Captain,  Comnandirtg  iih  Minruiota  Vdantier^. 
Colonel  John  B.  Sabbobn, 

Gamman^iig  lit  JSrii/ade,  3d  Disisi'ffi,  Anmj  i/lht  Misiiaiippi, 


HBAnguAKTEiiB  Second  Bbiqabh,  Thiod  Division,  Ahuy  oi  the  Mib^icsipfi 

Iuka,  keplenher  20,  186^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this  report  of  the  part  the  second  brigade  took  in  the  battJ 
ef  Jnka  ; 

On  the  evening  of  the  18th  I  received  orders  to  move  the  neit  mormng  at  5  o'clock, 
on  Tuscumbia  road,  towards  Iuka,  to  join  in  an  attack  on  M-ijor  General  Price,  who  waa 
encamped  wilh  the  rebel  army  at  that  place.  I^eaving  camp  punctually  at  the  lime 
appointed,  we  arrived  within  one  and  a  half  mile  of  Iuka  by  4  p  m  ,  oai  advance 
brigade  having  been  skirmishing  with  the  enemy's  pickets  for  ovec  sii  railes  Halting  at 
this  point,  the  first  brigade  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  by  General  Hamilton,  who  was 
in  advance,  while  the  second  was  halted  on  the  road  until  a,  leconnoissance  coni  <  be  made 
of  the  ground  to  the  left,  and  a  porition  obtained  for  the  battery  Before  a  position 
conld  be  selected  the  rebels  opened  a  tejriBc  fire  along  the  entire  front  of  our  lino,  having 
approachod  us  entirely  unperceived,  owing  to  the  denae  underbrush  and  broken  character 
of  the  ground,  at  the  same  time  attempting  to  turn  our  position  by  an  attack  on  both 
flanks,  I  ordered  Colonel  Holmes,  of  the  10th  Missouri,  to  take  position  guarding  onr 
right  flank,  while  Colonel  Perezel,  of  the  10th  Iowa,  with  a  section  of  the  12th  Wisconsin 
battery,  waa  ordered  to  hold  a  road  leading  to  our  left  and  rear.  (TTieir  reports  are  here- 
with encloaed,)  The  position  occupied  by  Colonel  Holmes  was  so  Important  and  so 
effectually  checked  the  enemy's  advance  on  our  right,  that  their  artillery  fire  was  directed 
especially  to  that  point.  Although  the  enemy's  fire  enfiladed  hia  line,  the  movements  of 
his  rp^inji-nfa  in  taking  poaition  were  performed  with  as  much  precision  as  if  on  the  drill 
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grouc  I  His  ofEcerB  and  mnu  are  entitled  to  pmiee.  Colonel  Perezel,  with  his  ooiBmand, 
held  the  position  assittoed  them,  and  drove  back  a  brigade  of  the  rebels,  who  were 
adiaiiLiuj;  to  take  poBSPssion  of  the  voad.  He  goillaiitly  held  his  position,  and  by  his 
determined  stand  led  the  enemy  to  believe  we  were  in  Btrong  force  at  that  poiot,  and  to 
desist  from  their  attack  Before  the  disposition  of  the  regiments  above  mentioned  could 
be  made  the  rebels,  by  bringing  a  vaatly  superior  force  against  the  left  wing  of  the  first 
biigade  had  diiven  in  the  regiments,  flanking  Sands's  battery,  and  occupied  a  position 
commanding  the  battery,  and  mere  moving  down  the  road  with  the  intention  of  attBckJug 
the  first  brigade  in  the  rear.  Forming  a  portion  of  the  80th  Ohio  and  17th  Iowa,  which 
had  been  halted  in  the  road,  two  volleys,  rapidly  delivered,  checked  the  enemy's  advance, 
and  drove  them  back  to  the  brow  of  the  hill.  By  this  time  portions  of  the  26th  Missouri 
volunteers,  48lh  Indiana  volunteers,  and  16th  If.wa  volunteers,  whose  colonels  had  all 
been  seriously  wounded,  with  a  few  of  the  4th  Minnesota  volunteers,  joined  my  command 
and  fought  bravely  through  the  remainder  of  the  action.  General  Hamilton  at  this  time 
desired  me  to  save  Sands's  battery,  which  was  entirely  disabled,  every  officer  and  can- 
nonlor  being  either  killed  or  wounded,  and  all  the  horses  killed.  At  the  order  to  advance 
the  men  Rave  three  cheers,  and  wiUi  a  tush  drove  the  enemy  back  out  of  the  battery, 
down  the  hill,  and  were  yet  advancing,  when  a  murderous  fire  was  opened  on  my  flank  by 
a  regiment  of  sharpshooters,  which  iny  concealed  on  my  left  in  the  woods.  Ordering  my 
men  to  fall  back,  I  reformed  my  line,  which  had  become  somewhat  disordered.  The 
rebels,  taking  heart  at  our  supposed  retreat,  advanced  with  loud  cheers,  but  were  soon 
undeceived  by  a  volley,  followed  by  an  order  to  charge,  which  again  drove  them  below 
the  brow  of  the  hill.  Receiving  re-enfoi'cements  the  rebels  again  advanced,  but  were  held 
in  check,  when  the  39th  Ohio,  through  a  mistake  and  without  orders,  fired  a  volley  jnt« 
thB  rear  of  my  line,  killing  and  wounding  more  than  my  whole  loss  prior  to  that  time. 
By  this  time  It  was  so  dark  that  friends  could  not  be  distinguished  from  foes.  The  enemy 
improved  this  oocasuon  to  remove  the  gnns  from  their  position,  but  were  not  able  to  take 
them  entirely  off,  and  were  compelled  to  leave  the  CMraons  in  their  original  position.  At 
8  o'clock  the  firing  ceased,  and  the  field  of  battle  was  ours.  The  position  in  which  the 
battery  mas  planted,  and  which  was  so  hotly  contested,  was  held  by  our  troops, 
lieutenant  Colonel  Baitelson,  of  the  80th  Ohio,  together  with  his  adjutant,  Joseph  E. 
Philpot,  were  wounded  early  in  the  fight,  when  Major  Lanning  took  command.  The  17th 
Iowa  regiment  was  without  a  field  officer,  and  Captain  Archer,  the  senior  captain,  soon 
fell  severely  wounded,  when  Captain  Young  assumed  command  and  did  his  duty  nobly. 
Onr  troops  labored  uaiier  a  great  disadvantage  from  want  of  knowledge  of  the  ground,  by 
being  compelled  to  fight  in  the  dense  underbrush,  and  in  a  position  chosen  by  the  enemy. 
The  enemy  attacked  ray  position  in  vastly  superior  force,  a  fresh  brigade  of  the  rebels 
having  been  sent  to  relieve  the  troops  £ret  repulsed.  Lieutenant  Immell,  of  the  12th 
Wisconsin  battery,  is  especially  mentioned  by  Colonel  Perezel,  and  I  desire  to  recommend 
him  to  the  fevorable  notice  of  the  general  commanding.  I  am  also  indebted  to  Captain 
T.  H,  Harris,  assistant  adjutant  general ;  Lieutenant  Jacobson,  assistant  acting  com- 
missary of  snbsiatence ;  Iienli;nant  Delahoyde  and  Lieutenant  Buchanan,  of  my  staff,  for 
efficient  service  rendered  on  the  field.  They  displayed  a  coolness  under  fire  worthy  ot 
older  soldiers.  Lieutenant  White,  of  the  48th  Indiana,  and  the  assistant  adjutant  general 
of  Colonel  Mower's  brigade,  who  joined  me,  rendered  valuable  assistance.  The  victory 
gained  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the  bravery  of  the  men.  The  number  of  the  dead  and 
wounded  is  sufficient  evidence  of  their  devotion  to  our  glorious  cause.  They  aj'e  jostly 
entitled  to  the  highest  praise,  for  a  battle  against  such  superior  numbers  and  on  such 
ground  has  not  been  fought  in  this  war,  I  enclose  repoi-ts  received  from  commanding 
officers  of  regiments,  together  with  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  of  my 
brigade. 

The  regiments  of  my  brigade  engaged  wore : 

loth  Iowa,  Colonel  Perezel, 

17th  Iowa,  Captain  Archer. 

80th  Ohiri,  Colonel  Bartelson, 

One  section  !2th  Wisconsin  battery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Immcl. 
I  have  the  honor,  captain,  to  be  yours,  respectfully, 

GEO.  C,  SULLIVAN,  Brig«.dif.r  General. 

Captain  K.  M.  Sawybr,  AssMimt  Adjtilant  General. 


Cabusih,  PbsnsyiVjihia,  Odobtr  15,  1863. 
□ovements  have  hitherto  prevented  ray  reporting 
army  before  I ulta,  between  the  16th  and  aoth  of 
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It  having  1jeen  reported  on  the  IStli  by  Colonel  Mowor,  commaDdiDg  at  Buinsville,  that 
General  Price  was  threatecilog  from  the  direction  of  luka.  with  a  lar^e  force  at  the  latter 
place,  you  gate  mo  verbal  orders  to  prepare  all  my  available  force,  coutisting  of  Davies's, 
Bobs'b  and  McAithur'e  diii^ona,  altogether  numbering  aboot  eight  thousand  {8,000,)  to 
move  upon  the  enemy  by  the  roads  north  of  the  Memphis  and  Chatleatou  railroad.  In 
addition  to  the  verbal  orders,  the  following  written  inBtcuctions  were  received  from  you  : 


Headqdaktshs  DiwnicT  of  West  T 

Cannth,  Seplemlur  16,  1862. 
Gbnsbal;  On  the  strength  of  Colonel  Mower's  telegram,  I  deem  it  advisable  to  send  our 
forses  to  within  aupporting  distance  of  bim. 

If  General  Eoaa  can  move,  his  forces  had  bettor  go  to  Glendale,  or  either  aide  of  there, 
where  water  can  be  fonnd,  and  to  on  the  alert  to  give  assistance  if  required, 
Captain  Beynolds  can  furnish  any  teams  tiiey  may  require. 
Kespectfnlly,  &c,, 

TJ.  8.  GEANT,  Major  General. 
Major  General  Obp,  Comntan^mg  Post. 

IlKAEqDAItTEKa  DISTRICT  OF  WeST  TENNESSEE, 

Oinnth,  Sept<}»ber  17,  1862. 

Geneeal  ;  We  will  get  off  all  our  forces  now  aa  rapidly  aa  practicable.  I  bave  despatched 
lUaecrans  that  all  our  movements  now  would  be  aa  rapid  as  compatible  with  prudence,  in- 
forming him  at  the  same  time  of  wliere  your  troops  now  are,  and  that  those  not  yet  off 
would  he  at  and  near  Glendale  to-night ;  you,  probably,  with  them 

I  directed  Rosecrans  to  give  me  hia  routes,  and  will  Inform  you  of  them.  Talie  an  o[ie- 
ralor  with  you,  who  has  a  pocket  instjument,  which  can  be  attached  to  the  wires  any  place 
desired,  if  there  is  such  a  place. 

I  will  leave  to-morrow  for  Bucnaville,  if  to-day  doea  net  develop  something  to  make  a 

TJ.  S.  GRANT,  Myar  Gmeral. 


Rcapeotfully,  &c., 
Major  General  Oud,  Cotinik,  Mkdssippi. 


The  latter  of  these  two  despatches  was  received  about  5  p.  m,  on  the  17th  of  September. 

In  obedience  to  these  orders,  the  troops,  which  had  moved  up  to  Glendale  on  the  17th, 
were  moved  to  Burnsville  on  the  morning  of  the  18tli,  at  which  place  I  arrived  about  noon, 
and  found  you  there.  In  the  course  of  that  evening  deapatches  wore  received  from  General 
SoaeorauB  stating  that  a  large  portion  of  hia  command  had  been  delayed  by  mistaking  the 
rout«  and  following  one  of  my  columns,  and  was  still  about  twenty  mik-s  from  Inka. 
Early  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  by  yonr  orders.  Boss's  division  was  placed  within  sis 
miles  of  luka,  to  hold  the  enemy's  advanced  guard  and  skirmishers  in  check.  TQiia  was 
on  the  direct  or  town  road  between  BumsvOle  and  luka.  McArthur's  diviaon  was  ordered 
to  advance  to  within  a  like  distance  of  luka,  on  the  Bastpott  road,  and  intelligence  having 
been  received  that  the  enemy  were  making  demonstrations  upon  Corinth  from  the  south 
and  west,  you  directed  me  to  retain  Davies's  division  at  Burnsville,  to  be  ready  to  return 
to  Corinth  by  rail  at  a  moment's  notice.  I  made  a  careful  reconnoissance  of  the  enemy's 
iront  towards  Corinth,  between  9  and  3  on  that  day.  While  making  the  reconnoissance, 
about  10  o'clock  that  morning,  I  received  from  you  the  following  despatch : 

19th    SKraEMBHB. 

Gekkhal:  I  send  you  despatch  received  from  Eoseocana  late  in  the  night.  You  will  see 
that  he  is  behind  where  we  expected  him.  Do  not  bo  too  rapid  with  your  advance  this 
morning,  unless  it  should  be  found  the  enemy  are  evacuating. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Grant. 

CLABE  B.  LAGOW,  Odmul  tend  In^eelar  General. 

After  completing  the  reconnoieaanoe,  I  returned  to  Burnsville  about  i  p.  m.,  and  re- 
ported to  you  that  the  enemy  showed  a  bold  front  towards  Burnaville  and  the  north,  and 
that  their  skiimiahers  and  ours  had  been  engaged  all  day  within  fonc  miles  of  Burnsville. 
You  expressed  the  opinion  that  General  Bosecrans  was,  from  last  accounts  from  him,  l»o 
far  from  luka  for  us  to  attack  on  our  front,  until  further  information  was  received  as  to 
his  whereabouts,  which  was  manifestly  true.  At  the  same  time  you  directed  me  to  move 
my  whole  force  fixrward  to  within  four  miles  of  luka,  and  there  await  sounds  of  an  eu- 
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gagement  between  Eosecrana  and  the  eDemy,  before  engaging  the  latter.  About  B  p.  m., 
after  yoa  had  given  me  theae  orders,  and  I  had  iesuid  directions  iiccordingiy,  f  ha  follow- 
ing desjiatch  was  received  from  General  Eosa,  in  charge  of  tlie  advance  diviBlon,  about 
aereu  miles  from  luka: 

Sefikmbie  19,  4  o'clock  p.  m. 
Major  General  Okd  :  For  the  last  twenty  mtautES  there  has  been  a  dense  smoke  aiising 
from  the  direction  of  luka.     I  conclude  that  tho  cneroy  are  evacuating  and  destroying  the 

L.  P.  IUK8,  BrtgadiiT  Oeniral. 

That  night,  in  acwrdance  with  your  orders,  my  whole  force  was  iBored  np  to  within 
four  miles  of  luka,  except  McArthvit's  division,  and  the  next  morning  at  a.  m.,  hearing  guns 
in  front  of  ns,  1  moved  rapidly  into  lulta,  and  found  it  had  Ijeen  evacuatad  daring  the 
night.  The  guns  heard  that  morning  (the  30(h.  8  a,  m  )  were  the  fii-st  heard  by  us,  al- 
though the  aiternoon  of  the  19th  the  heaii  of  General  'EosecriitiB's  column  had  engaged 
the  enemy  two  mUee  south  of  lulia — about  the  time  that  General  Koss  reported  a  smoke  in  the 
direction  of  luka.  The  wind  freshly  blowing  from  us  in  the  diieetion  of  luka  during  the 
whole  of  the  ISth  prevented  our  hearing  the  guuB  and  co-operating  with  General  Eose- 
crans.  My  loss  during  the  approach  was  one  man  wounded.  We  took  eleven  pcisoners 
and  wounded  three  of  the  enemy  daring  the  skirmishing  of  the  advance.  Every  officer 
and  soldier  of  the  command  showed  a  zeal  and  energy  highly  commendable,  and  nothing 
but  regret  was  felt  and  expceseed  when  it  wua  learned,  on  the  20th,  that  General  Eosecrans'3 
column  had  had  a  fight,  and  we  were  not  bj  to  share  it,  though  every  effort  was  made  to 
do  so  consistent  with  the  information,  possessed  of  General  Rosecrans's  movemeots. 

Corinth  still  ijeing  threatened,  yon  directed  me  to  letum  with  my  whole  foice  at  once, 
leaving  Crocker's  brigade  as  a  garrison  in  the  town  of  Inka,  which  I  did. 
I  am,  respectfully,  jour  obedient  servant, 

E.  0.  0.  ORD, 
JUaJoT  General  Votunletrs.  Conaminding  Lrji  Wing. 

Major  General  U.  8.  Gkabt,  Commanding  Balrkt  qf  Wat  Tennatee, 

Seadguaiiers,  Jackson,  Taine»see. 


Ekaeqbaubkb  liT  Beioabe,  its  Division, 
Balwar,  S^BiubcT  22,  1862. 

General  :  We  left  our  camp,  fivemlloa  north  of  Grand  Junction,  on  Sunday  morning,  tw- 
tween  7  and  8  o'clock,  having  pioviously  Bent  forward  the  cavalry  to  Grand  Junction  and 
lagrange,  and  proceeded  slowly  until  we  arrived  within  two  miles  of  the  Junction,  where 
I  halted  the  column  to  let  it  close  up.  While  resting  here,  M^or  Mndd  came  in  from 
Lagrange  with  information  that  he  saw  there  a  large  body  of  infantry  and  cavalry  moving 
on  the  Lagrange  road,  towards  onr  rear,  with  the  evident  intention  of  cutting  off  our  train. 
Having  previously  received  information  that  a  large  torce  was  at  Davis's  Mills,  I,  without 
a  momemt's  delay,  ordered  the  train  to  Ml  back,  following  them  closely  with  my  main 
column.  We  passed  the  railroad  crossing,  where  we  encamped  the  previous  night,  and 
where  the  road  forks  to  Grand  Junction  and  Lagrange,  about  twenty  minutes  before  tho 
rebel  cavalry,  closely  followed,  as  I  have  since  learned,  by  their  infantry  and  artillery. 
They  hang  upon  our  rear  until  about  1  o'clock,  when,  arriving  near  the  creek,  about 
two  miles  north  of  Van  Buren,  where,  finding  it  necessary  to  halt  my  train  for  rest  and 
water,  1  placed  mj  command  in  poaition  so  as  fully  to  command  the  approaches,  and  sent 
out  a  small  force  of  cavalry,  to  see  whether  the  rebels  were  still  on  onr  track  They  soon 
returned  with  the  rebel  cavalry  at  their  heels.  Letting  them  appr  ach  t  nithii  easy 
range,  Mann's  battery  (Lieatertant  Brutsman  commanding)  opened  on  tbtm  nd  seat 
them  flying  back.  My  train  by  this  time  having  leuted  and  watered  we  cent  nued  our 
progress  and  arrived  in  camp  at  dusk. 

Our  casualties  were  few,  for  which  I  refer  you  to  aLCompanying  reports 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant 

J  G  LAUMAN  Brgudet  Ceneral 

Brigadier  General  Huklbut,  Commanding  4(4  Daititen   Distncl  ijf  U«s(  liante  ee 


wr  h  from  Bol    iT  t    (,  t 
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28tt  Mlinoia  ii^imity,  Odoml  Johnson  somnvaidiiig  — Private  Samuel  SutcWff,  oompftny  A, 
prleoner  ;  private  J.  Edwards,  company  B,  miBBing  ;  privates  0.  P.  Harlbut,  compajiy  S, 
ftod  J.  T.  Davis,  company  G,  deserted  ;  total,  i. 

i2d  Illinois  ir^it/dry,  Cbionti  Logan  ronimnmiinj.-— Corporal  Wm  Ogles,  compuny  5  ;  prfvafos 
John  Qcnmljaiigh,  company  5,  and  Franklia  Howell,  company  5,  mifiamg ;  private  Thomas 
Sorrell,  company  D,  deserted  ,  total,  i 

&Sd  Illinois  ixfaBtry,  Oaplmn  McClanuhim  a>mma}idins,—&Gtins  Adjutant  C.  E.  May,  (3d 
Lieutenant  company  C,)  prisoner 

15th  Ohio  baltOTi,  Cajilain  Speilr  commavihng  — Private  Seth  Brown,  prisoner. 


HEABQUAUrEIlS  2d  IlT.IKOIB  CAVA&RT, 

Bolivar,  Tenn/ssa,  Septemb^  22,  1862. 

Sib:  I  have  iie  honor  to  report  tliat,  in  compliance  with  Order  200, 1  marched  with 
three  bundled  and  fifty  men  of  my  command,  as  the  advance  of  the  forces  undur  com- 
mand of  General  Lauman,  and  entered  Grand  Junction  about  6  o'cloclc  p.  m.  of  20th. 
Found  everything  (jnlet  at  that  place,  and  very  few  inltahitants  left  there.  From  all  the 
Information  I  could  gather,  the  force  of  the  enemy  near  Daria's  Mills  waa  about  eight 
thousand. 

Having  accomplished  the  reconnoisBance  of  the  place  and  vicinity,  I  returned  about  tour 
miles  to  the  camp  of  General  Lauman  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2l8t,  in  accordance  with  orders  from  General  Lanmao,  I  wont 
again  to  Grand  Junction,  sending  two  companies,  under  command  of  Major  Mndd,  to 
Lagrange,  to  examine  that  place  and  the  country  aronnd  it.  At  Grand  Junction  all  was 
in  the  same  condition  in  which  I  found  It  the  evening  previous.  I  was  directed  to  hold 
this  place  until  the  arrival  of  General  Lauman  with  the  m^n  force.  But  upon  learDing 
from  Major  Mudd  that  the  enemy  in  large  force  waiB  making  a  raoyeraeut  to  pass  to  the 
rear  of  our  army,  through  Lagrange,  I  at  onoa  retired  and  joined  General  Lauman,  and 
with  him  returned  to  this  place,  the  cavalry  under  my  command  being  employed  aa 
flankers  and  reconnoitring  parties. 

Major  Mudd  was  active  in  ascetf^ing  the  poaitiou  and  force  of  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  bis  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S,  NOBLE,  Colond,  Commmi^na  id  Illinoia  Cavdry. 

Captain  H.  Binmohe,  Aaistmi  A^atant  Genial. 


Bolivar,  Sq>tmhtr  22,  1863. 

CoLOHBl :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  part  performed  by  the  detach- 
ment of  the  2d  Hlinoia  cavalry,  imder  my  command,  in  the  recent  movement  on  Grand 
Junction  and  Lagrange: 

When,  on  Saturday  evening,  you  moved  forward  from  the  main  body,  I  took  command 
of  the  ad  IjBi  g     mp  ny  K,  Captain  Jones,  and  twenty  men  of  company  H,  under 

Captain  H  g  d  m      d   rapidly  to  Grand  Junction,  dispersing   a  squad  of  rebel 

soldiers  on  w  y  F  d  ng  no  enemy  at  that  place,  I  had  just  pressed  a  guide  and 
started  Capt       J  witl  bia  company,  in  diieotion  of  Davis's  Mills,  when  you  arrived 

and  recall  d  him 

On  SunJ  y  m         g  accordance  with  your  order,  I,  v 

Eiggins  ;  K    C  pt        J         ;  M,  Orderly  Webb  commanding, 
moved  tow    d   La  iviog  within  half  a  mile  of  that  place  at  8  o'clock  a. 

the  way  we  had  noticed  persons  at  distant  points  in  several  places  across  fields,  but  were 
not  able  to  dedde  whether  soldiers  or  citizens.  We  also  arrested  some  citizens,  but  could 
gain  no  information  from  them. 

My  extreme  advance  now  reported  a  large  body  of  cavalry  half  a  mile  in  front  of  the 
head  of  our  column.  I  ordered  the  fences  pulled  down  and  preparations  made  for  battle, 
while,  with  a  few  men,  I  went  forward  to  view  their  movemente.  I  soon  found  it  to  be  a 
large  body  of  Infantry  moving  to  the  north,  djagoaally  aeroES  the  road  occupied  by  me. 
Tliey  moved  with  celerity,  and  paid  no  attention  to  ns,  except  to  place  pickets  on  the 
road  to  watch  us.  A  citizen  brought  in  by  pickets  reported  that  the  whole  rebel  army 
bad  been  passing  through  Lagrange  for  an.  hour  and  a  half,  and  that  their  design  was  to 
fall  in  our  rear  and  cut  off  our  train.     This  was  evident  from  the  movement  to  which  I 


EOSECBASS'S  CAMPAIGNS.  93 

was  now  a  witccgs.  I  1mmediate]j>  ileepiitchcd  courien;  to  notify  General  Lauman  and 
j<]Ursett  of  the  state  of  flfiairs,  called  iq  my  pickets  and  advance  guard,  and  moved 
with  baste  to  the  mala  body  of  the  army,  being  during  the  march  watched,  but  not  dis- 
turbed, by  rebel  cavalry  on  our  left.  Under  General  Lauman's  direction  I  despa,tclied  a 
squad  of  men  from  company  I  to  reconnoitre  on  the  left.  They  soon  reported  enemies, 
cavalry  and  artillery,  a  little  to  the  rear  and  half  a  mile  to  the  left.  Fearing  they  might 
be  moving  on  our  left,  on  parallel  roads  with  iia,  I,  without  orders,  (being  without  com- 
munication with  yourself  or  General  Lauiuan,)  called  out  companies  H  and  E,  and  with 
them  moved  north  four  or  five  miles,  until  satisfied  that  none  had  passed.  Returning,  I 
had  just  got  well  into  the  road,  when  I  discovered  the  enemy  in  haling  distance  on  our 
last  night's  camp  ground,  I  directed  Captain  Higgins  to  move  forward,  while  with  a 
small  squsd  of  men  from  companies  I  and  K  I  kept  the  enemy  at  bay  until  my  command 
had  reached  a  safer  position.  Finding  that  no  rear  guard  was  following,  I  assumed  to 
perform  that  duty,  and  followed  at  a  good  distance  from  the  army,  keepii^  the  enemy  at 
bay,  picking  op  and  urging  forward  stragglers,  until  I  came  up  with  General  Lauman , 
with  bis  command  in  order  of  battle,  one  mfle  this  side  of  Van  Buren.  At  bis  su^estioa 
I  despatched  Captain  Vieregg,  with  a  squad  of  men,  to  watch  the  movements  about  the 
village.  He  soon  returned,  followed  by  a  large  body  of  rebel  cavalry,  who  followed  within 
range  of  our  artillery,  when  a  few  rounds  from  Captiun 'e  battery  dispersed  them. 

When  the  column  nest  moved,  I  occupied  the  groand  for  half  an  hour  after  the  whole 
train  had  passed  out  of  dght,  during  which  time  wo  oottld  see  the  rebel  forces  slowly 
advancing  across  the  field  to  the  south  and  west  of  the  point  of  timber  on  our  right  fiank 
when  in  line  Binding  they  had  all  passed  into  the  timber,  and  deeming  the  portion  no 
longer  safe,  I  withdrew  my  little  force  and  ag^n  took  my  place  in  rear  of  the  column. 
After  crossing  Spring  creek,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  General  Lauman,  I  despatched 
Captain  Hi?glns,  with  forty  men,  to  reconnoitre  to  the  left,  and  myself,  with  ft  small  squad 
of  men,  watched  the  road  from  the  edge  of  the  timl«r.  Captain  Higgins  reported  all 
clear  for  two  miles  west.  1  sent  my  command  to  a  suitable  point  to  fced,  and  remained 
in  the  rear  ior  an  hour  and  a  half  after  the  column  had  passed,  seeing  no  signs  of  enemies, 
when  I  received  your  orders  to  follow,  which  I  did,  brining  up  the  rear,  and  arriving  in 
camp  at  nine  o'clock  p.  m.  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  To  the  admirable  order  preserved 
by  the  commanders  of  companies  we  are  indebted  for  the  safety  of  the  men  for  so  long  a 
time  in  immediate  presence  of  an  advancing  enemy.  No  stragglers  were  out.  With 
such  officers  stra^ling  would  go  out  of  fashion,  and  to  them  I  am  much  indebted  for 
Ihfir  promptne^  in  carrying  out  my  orders ;  also  lo  my  men  for  the  cheerful  alacrity  with 
which  every  command  was  obeyed. 

I  have  to  report  the  loss  of  two  horses  by  company  M,  one  killed  by  a  fall,  and  the  other 
disabled  and  left. 

I  wish  to  report  the  carbine  cartridges  now  furnished  ns  as  being  of  very  poor  quality. 
They  shake  to  pieces  in  riding,  and  at  the  end  of  each  day's  march  many  of  the  men  find, 
instead  of  cartridges,  only  a  mised  mass  of  powder,  ball,  and  paper. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  MUDD,  Jfdj'tw  2d  lUinois  OamUy. 

Colonel  S.  Nom*;,  Comma'^ing  2d  Illinois  Casalry. 


HsiDQUARTEKS  ABMST  OP  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

Office  Chiff  (jf  Arltlkiy,  CbriiUk,  Mismsippi,  Seplaahir  28,  18G3. 

Sib  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  report  of  the  part  takfn  by  the  arlallery 
under  my  command  at  the  battle  near  luka,  on  the  19th  instant. 

General  Kcsecran's  army  left  Camp  Clear  creek,  near  (Corinth,  on  the  18th  instant, 
camped  at  Jacinto  that  night,  and  left  the  next  morning  for  luka.  When  within  about 
two  miles  of  the  town,  the  enemy  was  discovered  in  force,  and  Captain  Sands's  battery 
(11th  Ohio  volunteers,  under  command  of  First  Lieutenant  Sears)  was  ordered  to  the  front, 
and  near  the  right  of  the  line  of  battle.  At  the  same  time  I  was  ordered  by  General 
Rosecrans  to  take  one  section  of  the  12tb  Wisconsin  battery,  under  command  of  lieutenant 
Immell,  1st  Wisconsin  light  artillery,  together  with  Colonel  Peicell's  regiment  5th  Iowa 
volunteers,  and  posted  them  on  the  right  of  the  enemy's  line.  This  poidliou  was  in  an 
open  field.  The  enemy  was  discovered  in  front,  and  I  opened  on  them  with  shell ;  they 
left  and  disappeared  in  the  woods ;  soon  after  this  they  appeared  in  strong  force,  and  pressed 
so  bard  upon  the  section  and  regiment  the}t  were  compelled  to  withdraiv.  At  this  time 
a  general  engagement  occurred  along  the  whole  line,  and  continued  until  late  in  the 
evening.  We  remained  on  the  battle-field  during  the  nifjlit,  and  advanced  the  next  morning 
on  the  town.     When  within  about  a  half  mile,  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  was  discovered 
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laaving.  One  SEotlon  of  Captain  PowoH'a  battery  waa  ordered  forward,  placed  in  position 
and  opened  upon  them  witli  oaee-sbot,  causing  a  liaaty  flii^lit  and  much  confusion  in  thefr 
ranks.  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  commanding  general  to  tlie  mannei'  in  which 
Ueutenant  Sears,  his  officers  and  men,  behaved  duriiig  the  battle.  One  oEBccr  and  sixteen 
men  were  killed  at  their  pieces,  several  of  them  being  bayoneted  by  the  enemy.  I  cannot 
speak  in  too  high  terms  of  tbe  bravery  of  tba  officers  and  men  tn  this  battery.  lieutenant 
Imm«ll,  let  Misaouri  light  artillery,  and  Colonel  Percell's  regiment  5th  Iowa,  also  deserve 
partioalftt  mention.  They  remained  until  they  heard  the  roar  from  the  enemy  in  the 
bushes  on  their  right,  and  Colonel  Percell  deemed  it  prudent  to  send  the  section  back, 
fearing  fhey  would  be  cut  og.  Colonel  Percell  remained  with  lxi»  command  on  the  field 
during  the  night. 


Killed. — Acting  2d  lieutenant,  Sichard  Banor ;  sergeant,  M.  V.  E,  Hall  |  corporal,  Samnel 
Gilmore ;  privates,  William  Crawfcird,  John  Dean,  John  Ettie,  John  J,  McCowne,  Charles 
Shiffiner,  J.  H.  logersoll,  W.  H.  Bgleer,  J.  W.  Bruoer,  James  Casey,  Jacob  T.  Malson, 
William  H.  Rosey,  Charles  P.  Olson,  Joseph  Taylor. 

Wmmiferf.^  First  lieutenant  commanding  battery,  Cyrus  Sears;  first  lieutenant,  H.  M.  Niel; 
acting  second  iieutezkant,  A.  B.  Alger;  first  sei^eant,  T.  E.  Armstrong;  sergeant,  H.  C. 
Wol^;  corporals,  George  W.  Bush,  George  W.  Buckley,  L.  Bothwell;  privates,  J.  B. 
auoka,  William  Bomen,  Amos  B.  Brewer,  A.  Clouse,  William  L.  Colton,  Jacob  Eberhat, 
Isaac  Deaobeli,  Slatt hew  Free,  UarUnL.  Fritz,  Charles  HugUlin,  Benjamin  Huber,  John  M, 
Ike,  Noris  T.  Jillieon,  H,  C.  Kelton,  Hiram  McDonald,  Henry  Mclrtaghlin,  J.  J.  McBreight, 
Charles  Eodea,  Ira  C.  Swayae,  Robert  Swagle,  Thomas  Taylor,  N.  T.  Weainberge,  Henry 
M.  Welch,  Zichariah  Welch,  Jerome  Wolsey,  Silas  Wheton,  S.  W.  Williams. 

Mii»ing  —Privates,  Charles  Jones,' William  Jones,  A.  B.  Myera. 

Woandid  in  Oaptaia  Spoor'i  baUerl/,  2(2  ibwa  vdanleiri. — Corporal,  A,  Atkinson ;  privates, 
Bobert  Kose,  William  Eckles. 

Total  number  hilled,  16  ;  total  number  wounded,  38  ;  missing  3  ;  total  67. 
I  am,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  LOTHROP, 
iMuUnmt  Colond  and  Chief  of  ArtilWy. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  H.  G.  KeKwurr, 

Ch^f  i{f  Stuff,  Army  /ff  the  Mitsissippi. 


S^iorl  <f  William  M.  W3*i,  taptain  22d  Indiana  infanlry  and  promat  marshal  qf  army  of  0, 
Kiuiat^ipi,  of  Mlleil,  jBomtdtd,  and  praanen  qf  thi  eittmy  at  the  buttle  of  Iiika,  Miaaisaippi,  &p 
tat^tr  19,  1862. 

Number  killed,  found  upon  the  field,  and  buried  by  our  men 26 

Number  died  of  mortal  wounda  aince  battle 12 

Total  number  killed 38 

Number  of  wounded  carried  off  by  the  enemy,  according  to  the  best  information, 

not  less  than 36 

Number  of  wounded  found  at  luka '. ..  34 

PrisonerB  not  wounded.. ..  36 

Total  loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners 1,43 

"WILLIAM  M.  WILES, 
Captain  22d  Inilimui  Infanlry,  FtoviM  Marshal,  Army  itf  the  Mississippi. 


List  of  ordmoKe  taken  on  the  ballk-fieU,  ni 


36  frogs  for  sabre  bayonet. 
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109  Springfield  muekefa.  217  walst- 

111  nmskels,  Biaooli-bore.  32  sabre 

1, 009  guns,  miKed.  32  sabre  bayonet  soabbards. 

75  shot-guns.  Total  nnmber  of— 

20  pistols,  mixed.  1,  S29  fire-arms,  gnos,  rifles,  &o. 

T  sabres.  12  sabres  and  scabbards. 

5  sabta  scabbards.  20  gnn-Blings, 

20  guQ-sIlngs,  921  bayonets  and  «cabbaTds. 

573  bayooete.  718  cartridge-boxes  and  plates. 

349  bayonet  scabbards.  420  cap-boxes,  cross-bolts,  aod  platea. 

44S  cartti^l  go- boxes.  S43  waisibclts  and  plat^. 

370  cartridge-box  plates.  64  sabre  bayonets  acd  sosibbardB. 

379  csp-boxes,  36  frogs  for  sabre  bayonets. 
W.  L.  LOTHEOP, 
Limienant  YMoail,  Chitf  of  AiiilUry  and  Orditanct. 


Hkadquabtebs  2i)  DiTJSiOM,  Armt  of  the  Mississippi, 

Canty  ntar  Jadnlo,  Mississij^,  SrpCembtr  2i,  1864. 

CoiONEt :  I  hase  (he  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  major  general  command- 
ing the  right  wing,  that  the  2d  division,  consisting  of  the  1st  brigade.  Colonel  Fuller, 
commanding,  and  the  2d  brigade,  Colonel  Mower,  commandii^,  left  our  camp  on  Clear 
creek,  on  the  ISth  instant,  with  three  days'  cooked  rations,  and  one  hundred  rounds  of 
Hmtnunltton  to  each  man,  and  marched  the  same  day,  by  the  way  of  Patrick's,  on  the 
Burnaville  road,  where  we  turned  and  marched  to  within  one  mile  of  Jacinto.  Early  Hia 
next  morning  we  followed  General  Hamilton's  division,  on  the  Tnscumbia  road,  toBarnett's. 
At  2  o'clock  p.  m.  the  head  of  the  column  took  the  direct  rood  to  luka ;  at  half  past  4 
o'clock  p,  m.  the  enemy  opened  fire,  and  the  division  w^  pushed  rapidly  to  the  front ; 
arriving  under  fire,  we  found  General  Hamilton's  entire  division  eug^ed,  and  hard 
pressed.  Colonel  Mower,  commanding  (he  2d  brigade,  was  ordered  into  Immediate  action 
by  General  Bosecrans,  and  by  some  mistake  carried  is  only  his  own  regiment,  the  11th 
Missouri ;  they  immediately  became  heavily  engaged.  The  47th  Illinois,  Colonel  Thrush 
commanding,  formed  on  the  left  of  the  11th  Missouri.  The  26th  Ulinois  was  formed  on 
the  right  and  retired.  The  8th  Wisconsin  and  three  Ohio  regiments,  (he  27th,  43d,  and 
63d,  were  held  in  reserve.  The  39th  Ohio  was  carried  forward  and  posted  close  to  the 
enemy  on  the  righ(-hand  road.     This  was  (he  disposition  of  the  troops  of  my  division. 

The  only  regiment  that  became  heavily  engaged  was  the  11th  Missouri  j  this  regiment 
stood  Its  ground  nnder  a  storm  of  musketry,  which  they  reptdd  with  double  interest.  The 
other  regimenta  of  the  division  were  more  or  less  engaged,  the  officers  and  men  all  behaving 
with  great  gallantry.  The  attention  of  the  geneial  commanding  Is  called  to  the  gallant 
conduct  of  Colonel  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  the  2d  brigade,  and  Major  Weber,  com- 
manding the  11th  Missouri. 

It  is  a  subject  of  regret  to  our  officers  and  men  that  the  coming  on  of  darkness  preTented 
their  having  the  opportunity  more  fully  to  engage  our  wicked  rebel  enemy, 

Dutiug  the  night  Colonel  J.  L,  Kirby  Smith  was  very  efficient  in  posting  (he  artillery 
of  the  division,  ready  to  renew  the  fight  in  the  morning,  but  at  dawn  the  enemy  had 
entirely  disappeared,  leaving  his  dead  and  womided.  A  pursuit  of  one  mile  brought  us  in 
sight  of  his  rear  guiurd  in  (he  villt^e  of  luka. 

Colonel  Fuller's  brigade  led,  and  I  immediately  made  dispositions  to  attack,  but  a  few 
rounds  from  Powell's  battery  sent  the  enemy  flying,  and  no  further  sight  of  tham  vras  had 
that  day,  they  being  in  full  retreat  on  the  Fulton  road. 

Baclosed  you  will  find  reports  of  brigade,  regimental,  and  battery  commanders ;  also 
lists  of  killed  and  wounded,  the  latter  have  been  duplicated  by  the  divibTon  surgeon.  Dr. 

My  obligations  are  due  the  members  of  my  staff,  Captain  W.  D.  Coleman,  assistant  adju- 
tant general,  Lieuteuantfl  C.  L.  Smiedol  and  W.  H.  Sinclair,  aids,  for  efficient  and  useful 
service  on  the  field. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D-  8.  STANLEY, 
BrigaditT  Qentral,  Corajnandrng, 
Colonel  H.  Q.  Kbnnbpt, 
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HBAJlQUAETEEa  l!lH   MlSHUUEI  VOLUNTEER  IsFANTBT, 

Sepkmbtr  22.    1862. 

CoWBBt:  In  tegard  to  the  poit  taken  by  the  Ilth  Missouri  volunteer  in&ntrj  in  the 
battle  fought  at  luka,  MifBieeippi,  the  19th  of  September,  1862,  I  have  to  report  ibe 
following : 

During  the  day  the  I'egiment  had  marched  as  the  third  regiment  of  the  2d  brigade,  Im- 
mediately in  rear  of  the  3d  division,  army  of  the  Uissiseippi,  commanded  by  Qeneral  C. 
S.  Hamilton.  The  enemy  was  first  enji^ed  by  General  Hamilton,  but  they  were  in  snch 
force  that  General  EoEecrans  deemed  it  neceaaary  to  order  forward  oar  brigade,  which  he 
did  in  person,  For  some  reason,  the  regiments  In  front  of  us  did  not  move  forward,  and 
by  order  of  Colonel  Mowui,  commanding  the  brigade,  I  immediately  ordered  my  regiment 
to  advance,  which  they  did,  taking  the  double-quick  step  sod  cheering  vodferaasly.  I 
advanced  to  General  Hamilton's  line  of  battle,  and  hearing  heavy  liring  on  the  extreme 
right  I  hastened  on  in  that  direction.  Owing  to  the  density  of  the  woods  and  briers  imme- 
diately on  the  right  of  General  Hamilton,  I  fanned.  In  the  open  field  on  tbe  right  aud  then 
moved  forward  In  line  of  battle.  Immediately  on  entering  the  woods  we  found  ourselvea 
face  to  face  with  the  4th  Missis^ppi  brigade,  and  not  more  than  thiitf  paces  ii-om  their 
line  of  battle.  We  fired  a  volley  into  them,  which  must,  in  consequence  of  onr  close 
pi-oximity,  have  done  great  execution.  At  this  juncture  a  man  I'an  into  our  ranks,  ex- 
cl^miiig,  "  For  God's  sake,  stop  firing  Into  your  own  men  ;  yoa  are  firing  into  the  37fA  Mis- 
jwriiypi."  This  information  was  promptly  answered  by  a  cheer  and  a  volley  more  tetrifio 
tba.n  tbe  first.  The  frriug  now  became  general  on  both  sides,  and  the  smoke  of  our  and 
the  enemy's  guns  was  so  dense  that  an  object  could  not  be  seen  five  paces  distant.  We 
were  charged  upon  three  different  times,  and  I  am  proud  to  report  that  each  time  the 
charge  was  equally  uneucceesful.  In  several  instances  the  enemj  was  received  on  tbe  point 
of  tbe  bayonet  and  then  shot  off,  and  otLiers  were  shot  by  officers  who  placed  their  pistols 
in  tboir  very  faces.  A  nnmbec  of  prisoners  were  taken  who  pressed  into  our  line— five  by 
my  color-guard  alone.  After  about  an  bout's  firing  the  enemy  fell  back  to  the  top  of  tbe 
liuge,  when  I  found  that  my  ammunition  was  entirely  gone.  I  reported  the  fact  to  Colonel 
Mower,  wbo  had  just  learned  that  an  attempt  was  being  made  to  turn  our  Itft  Sunk,  and 
he  ordered  us  to  fall  back  slowly,  which  we  did  in  order  for  about  eight  or  ten  rods.  The 
enemy  did  not  follow.  We  received  ammunition,  and  remidned  in  our  new  position  until 
morning. 

During  tbeengagement  we  bad  seven  men  kill  d  '  tj  f  w  ded  d  th  m'as'  g 
Our  loss  was  thus  small  from  the  fact  that  cur  mw       hi        b         mj        dthy 

I  could  not  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  y    fti            d  m        f  my      mm     d. 

I  would  deaiie  to  mention  tbem  by  name ;  bat  bra  dglltcodt         tbptf 

my  officers  was  so  universal  that  I  cannot  attempt  t  C  pta      Si  gl  to               f         best 

officers,  was,  I  regret  to  say,  very  dangerously    f  t  m    tally   w       d  d  w  11    b        ly 

doing  his  duty.     Lientenant  W.  W.  Uleland,  of   h  m       mp         wb                     g      g 

mental  adjutant,  was  badly  hurt  by  the  tsU  of  h  h    te      h   h  w       h  t        1      h  m 

Lieutenunt  Oagood,  of  company  I,  was  badly  woddhi  raagl      m          Cp 

t^n  Waineraod  Lieutenants  Coperthwait  and  P  I  ahtlT  w       d  d 
KeEpectfiiUy  submitted,  by  yoi 


Headquabtbes  47th  IiiiMOrs  Inpakthy, 

Oanw  near  Jacinta,  Sepleeiber  22,  1862. 
COLOBKL ;  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
47th  regiment  of  Illinois  volunteer  infantry  in  the  battle  of  luiia,  fought  on  the  evening 
of  tbe  iSth  instant.  Arxiving  at  4  o  clock  on  the  Bfternoon  of  the  I9th  within  four 
miles  of  the  town  of  luka,  we  beard  indiscriminate  firing  in  front,  and  proceeded  in  line 
of  march  by  the  flank  to  within  three  miles  of  the  town,  where  our  column  was  halted. 
At  twenty  minutes  past  4  o'clock  heavy  volltys  of  musketry  and  cannonading  was  heard 
in  front,  aud  immediately  my  regiment  was  ordered  forward  in  double-quick  time,  follow- 
ing tbe  11th  Miusouri  volunteers.  Aiiiving  near  the  scene  of  action,  the  47lh  Illinois 
formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of  the  11th  Missouri  volunteers,  when,  by  direction  of 
Oeooral  Stanley,  my  regiment  was  ordered  to  the  front  to  take  position  on  the  side  of  a 
bill  and  on  butb  sides  of  the  road   leading  to  luka,  and  bold  it,  and  not  to  attack  tbe 
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fiui:my,  whiiih  position  I  occupied  until  about  2  o' clock  oq  the  morning  of  tlie  20Va  instant. 
At  thai  time,  by  order  of  Qeneriil  Roaecrana,  the  right  of  my  regiment  was  thrown  tfl  the 
rear,  in  continuation  of  a  line  formed  by  the  SOth  Ohio,  and  ive  remained  on  that  line  nntil 
about  half  psBt  5  o'clock,  when  we  were  ordered  to  proceed  with  the  lat  brigade  Inlo  the 
town  of  lukft.  From  the  town  we  joined  in  the  pursuit  of  the  rebel  army,  following  them 
to  Crippled  Deer  post  office,  on  the  ITraiiklin  road. 

The  position  of  my  regiment  on  the  field  was  to  the  left  of  the  severe  fightiog,  and, 
nlthongh  we  were  all  the  time  under  Bre,  opportunity  did  not  offer  to  give  the  enemy  more 
than  four  volleys.  It  glvw  rao  pleasure  fo  report  the  steady,  cool,  and  soldief'like  bearing 
of  both  officers  and  men  of  ray  command  while  occupying  a  position  in  which  we  were 
oiintinually  annoyed  by  the  fire  of  tlia  enemir,  without  being  iible  to  respond  to  any  pur- 
poEH.  We  captured  Firat  lieiitenaiit  Bhehao,  of  the  lat  Misaonri  cnvalry.  I  appund  list 
of  crtSHalties,  and  sabmit  thin  report  for  your  consideration. 
Respectfully,  your  ofacdiont  servant, 

W.  A.  THRUSH, 
Lieatmaiit  Golond;  Cammandiiiff  illA  lUinoia  Volnnieer  In/anir;/ . 
R.  W.  CHAMBERS,  Adjolant. 
'Jolonei  MowEE, 

Caiamimd'mg  2d  Bjigade,  2d  Diviaion. 

List  of  maiiUies  qf  47'A  Illimti!. 
Iliigb  Galway,  maeiclan,  company  H,  wounded  slightly.  Ethan  A.  Drake,  corporal, 
company  G,  wounded  in  tliigh,  George  Robinson,  corporal,  oompimy  A,  woaaded  In  leg. 
Churles  Stevens,  pnvatc,  company  A.  wonnded  in  chest.  Philip  Snyder,  prWafo,  company 
F,  two  wonnda  in  hips  Hiram  Boiidraan,  private,  company  IC,  killed.  Major  John  H. 
Cromweli,  missing. 

HltADQUAElBBa  26tH  RhGIBBNT  JJLtlNOIS  VoLUHTBKRB, 

Quap  nearJadBto,  Miaiiatippi,  Septendur  22,  1&G2> 
LiKiiiBNABT  :   I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following-  report  of  this  regiment,  u 
command  of   Major  K.  A,  Oillman,  during  the  engagement  on  tlie   19th  of  f     ' 
1362,  near  luk^i.,  Mississippi : 

Were  ordere<l  forward  Irom  the  road  Into  a  com-fie!cl,  there  to  extend  the  line  to  the 
light,  by  General  Stanley  in  person.  After  holding  this  poaiUon  for  about  three-quarters 
of  an  hour.  Captain  Temple  Clark,  aasiatant  adjutant  general,  ordered  oa  to  move  by  the 
right  flank,  file  left,  int*  the  woods  in  front  of  our  former  line ;  then  moved,  by  the  left 
flank,  forward  to  the  brow  of  a  hilJ,  wiiere  we  remained  dnring  the  night.  Kept  skir- 
mishers in  front  of  onr  regiment  all  night. 

One  lieutenant  (J.  B.  Bunn,  company  K)  wonnded  In  hip  by  spent  ball.  George  Hall, 
piivate,  company  K,  slightly,  with  spent  trail.  Philip  Hill,  private,  company  K,  wonnded, 
l-all  passing  through  the  back  of  the  left  hand  and  through  the  right  wrist.  Andrew 
Hughes  and  Charles  J.  Perkins,  privates,  company  G,  slightly,  with  spent  balls. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  lientonant,  very  ruspectiully,  joor  obedient  servant, 

R.  A.  GILLMA^f,  Major,  Gjmnww%'  2m  JUmois. 
B.  A,  TUCKER,  A^vtiTd. 

HEADQUARTBaS  FltTM  REOI.WaiST  MlSKEaDTA  VoLONTSBBS, 

Casef,  September  22,  1862. 
i  iiave  tlie  ho^or  to  report  that  during  the  action  of  the  2Dtb  instant,  near  luka,  Hls- 
sissippi.  Ihe  5th  tegiracnt  Mioneaota  volunteer  iufwitry  was  detailed  by  order  of  Brigadier 
General  Stanley  to  guard  the  tr^n  of  transportation  wagons  belonging  to  the  division,  and 
was  riot  bnii^bt  into  action.  The  regiment  remained  upon  the  duty  assigned  it  as  above, 
until  the  morning  of  the  Slst  lustaut,  when  it  was  moved  to  the  breastworks,  near  Baruett'ti, 
by  order  of  General  Roaecrans. 

Seepectfuily,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  ]■'.  HUBBARD, 
Liii/iaiant  Colmd,  (kanmandinr)  bth  iEaaeitila  Vdanicers. 

HBADQDABTKRS  EiOHTU  EeOIMBST  WiSOOHSIN  VOLUBTltBES, 

Gmp  near  Jacinfo,  Misiinippi,  ScpUmber  22,  1862. 
I  respectfully  Eiibmit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  in  the  late  engagement  by 
h  e  8th  regiment  Wiiconsin  volunteers,  near  Inka,  Missiseippi,  September  I'J,  18G2. 
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1  waa  ordered  with  my  regiment  by  General  Sfanley  ti>  take  lip  n  position  in  rear  of  the 
hOEpital,  to  support  Caplain  Spoor's  battery,  which  was  posted  on  rising  grouud  on  my 
right  and  rear,  my  right  restiag  on  the  road,  Wa  held  this  poaidon  during  the  engage- 
ment, exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  from  infantry  in  our  front,  but  not  very  destrucllro,  as  most 
of  the  shots  passed  too  high. 

There  were  only  two  men  wounded  during  the  action,  Captain  J.  B.  Bedfiald  and  private 
John  C.  Green,  bolh  of  company  A.     Our  regimental  surgeons,  S,  F.  Thornhill  nnd  J.  E. 
Marta,  were  actively  engaged  at  boepital  taking  care  of  the  wounded  of  other  regiments. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

G.  W.  R0B8INS, 
lAiuteitanl  Colimd,  Conmandiiig  S(ft  Wuamtiit  Vehmteers. 
Colonel  J,  A.  Moweb, 

~d  Brigade,  2d  Dieision,  Arm!/  of  Missisiippi. 


Heaequahters  Thihty-nimth  Ohio  Keoimbki, 

Qimp  near  Jaeinio,  Siptember  23,  1362. 
CAPTiiK  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  colonel  commitntling  1st 
brigade,  2d  division,  army  of  the  MissiBaippi,  that,  in  compliance  with  orders,  the  39th 
Ohio  regiment  marched  on  the  19th  instant  fiom  the  place  of  bivouac,  near  Jacinto,  to  the 
battle-ground  of  tbe  battle  of  luka.  When  the  regiment  arrived  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  battle-ground,  other  troops  which  had  the  advance  were  already  engaged,  and 
before  this  regiment  could  be  brought  into  action,  night  had  closed  in,  and  the  darkness 
prevented  furtber  movements.  The  39th  Ohio  was  ordered  to  the  front,  and  lay  upon 
their  arms  during  the  night,  upon  a  portion  of  the  ground  covered  l>y  tho  fight.  The 
enemy  retreated  during  the  night. 

I  have  to  report  sii  persons  wounded  by  stray  shots ;  no  other  casualties. 
I  am,  captiun,  very  reapeotfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDW.  i\  NOYES, 
Liealeiiant  Udanel,  Gammanding. 
Captain  W.  H.  Laihkop, 

Adii/g  Assiilent  Adjutant  General. 

HKADqUAHTEKS  .'illTI-THIBD  BEOraENT  OHIO  VOLUNTBKB  iNFAKTaV, 

In  the  Field,  near  Jadnio,  Mmiss^ppi,  Septaaher  22,  1862. 
Major  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  in  the  engagement  neai'  lata,  the  evening  cf 
the  19th  instant,  in  my  command  thire  was  none  killed,  two  wounded— Corpoiul  Isaac 
Jarvis,  company  H,  very  slightly,  in  the  breast ;  private  George  Mears,  company  K,  in  the 
foot,  slightly ;  none  miEsing. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  w:   SI'RAGUE,  aiontJ,  Gm?!Mn<li,!g. 
Major  W.  D.  Colemah, 

Aiiidant  Adjutant  Gtnttoi, 

Headquakters  FoftTY-THiBD  Onao  VoiUJirBBB  Ineantey, 

Camp  near  Jacinto,  Mississippi,  Somber  22,  1862. 
Captain  ;  In  accordance  with  general  orders,  dated  headquattera  department  of  the 
Mississippi,  Barnett's,  September  21,  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the 
general  commanding,  that  my  regiment,  at  Ibe  opening  of  the  engfigomout  near  luka,  was 
on  the  Jacinto  and  Inha  road,  between  one  and  two  miles  fiom  the  field  of  battle,  being 
the  rear  regiment  of  the  Ist  brigade,  2d  divirion.  During  the  action  it  was  moved  forward, 
with  tbe  brigade,  to  a  point  near  tbe  buildiog  ueed  during  tbe  tight  m  a  hospital,  near 
the  headquarters  of  the  division  commander.  The  regiment  was  hero  baited  and  moved  a 
short  distance  out  of  the  road  to  tbe  left ;  it  remained  in  this  position  during  the  action 
and  the  night  following.  Tbe  regimtut  having  taken  no  part  in  tbe  action,  I  have  no  casual- 
ties to  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,   L.  KIRBY  SMITH, 
C'olimd  iSd  Ohio  Vi^imker  Infantry. 
Captain  W.  H.  Lathrop, 

Ading  Assislai^  Adjutant  Ointral. 
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CamI'  NEAa  JacIMTO,  MiSSISaiPM,  Sepiemhsr  22,  1863. 
Captain  :  In  oompliance  with  ordei-8  I  herewith  sabroit  a  report  of  the  battery  under 
■my  commaad  at  the  battle  near  luka,  Mississippi,  on  the  19th  instant. 

The  battery  marched  from  camp  on  Clear  creek,  September  16,  1862,  attached  to  ths  1st 
brigade,  2d  diviaion,  Colonel  J.  W.  Fuller,  commanding.  On  the  evening  of  the  19th, 
when  Dear  lul^,  t^e  firing  commenced  about  tno  uUes  in  our  front ;  the  batteiy  nag 
ordered  forward  and  placed  In  position  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  one  mile  from  the 
baltle-field,  remained  in  positton  dnring  the  night,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  moved 
up,  passing  the  battle-ground  and  halting  in  eight  of  the  town.  The  enemy  having 
retreated  during  the  nigiit,  the  battery  was  ordered  bacl;  on  the  road  to  Barnett's  planta- 
tion and  camped,  moving  again  fjunday  evening  to  Jacinto,  having  taken  no  active  part 
ill  the  engagement.     No  loss  or  casualties  to  report. 

I  am,  eir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TBOMAS  D.  MAURICE, 
Captain  \al  Missouri  LigM  Arlilkr^,  Commanding  Co.  F,  id  U.  S.  Artillery. 
Captain  0.  W,  Dustan, 

Aisislanl  Aiiyyianl  Gavrol. 

Heaqquaetees  TwEBrr-sBVEsra  Ohio  Infaniei, 

la  the  Fidd,  S^tmber  23,  1862, 
Caftaik  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  regiment  was  not  called  into  action,  during 
the  recent  engagement  before  luka,  and  therefore  met  with  no  casualties  in  kUled,  wounded, 
or  miH6ing,  * 

In  accordance  with  orders  I  marched  the  command  at  donble-quiok  time  up  to  a  point 
within  half  a  mile  of  the  scene  of  action,  and  remained  under  arms  during  the  entire 
evening  and  night.  On  the  morning  of  the  20th  instant  ive  marclied  into  tlio  town,  meet- 
ing no  resistance  from,  the  enemy. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

a,  S.  SPAULDING,  MgV 
Ciiptain  C,  W.  Dustan,  A.  A.  G., 

lit  Brigade,  2rf  Dinision,  Army  of  Ike  s}lis!istlppi. 


HEAnqcAGTEHs  ifiKST  Beioade  Secomd  Division, 

Army  of  lif  MimMijy^i,  Seplember  23,  1862. 

JIajor  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  command  formed 
thu  rear  of  the  column  during  the  march  upon  luka,  on  the  l?th  iastanC,  moving  in  the 
following  order : 

39th  Ohio  infentiy,  Colonel  Gilbert ;  light  company  F,  2d  United  States  artillery.  Cap- 
tain Maurice ;  27th  Ohio  infantry.  Major  Spauldlng  ;  fiSd  Ohio  infantry.  Colonel  Sprague  ; 
battery  M,  1st  Missouri  light  aiUllery,  Captain  Powell  ;  section  of  battery,  8th  Wisconsin, 
Lieutenant  McLean  ;  43d  Ohio  infantry.  Colonel  Smith. 

When  within  about  three  miles  of  luka  we  were  halted  in  the  road,  and  the  batterie* 
moved  to  the  right  of  the  road  and  placed  in  position  near  the  edge  of  tlie  woods  and  on 
the  hill,  which  overlooked  the  open  field  directly  south  of  the  scene  of  the  action. 

At  sunset  I  received  orders  to  advance  immediately  to  the  front.  As  soon  as  the  order 
double-quick  was  given,  the  infantry  ran  forward,  swinging  their  hats  and  cheering  lustily, 
but  dsikness  brought  a  cessation  of  firing  just  in  time  to  prevent  our  taking  a  part  in  the 
action.  Soon  after  dawn  it  was  reported  that  the  enemy  had  left  the  field  of  battle,  and 
taken,  a  position  near  the  town. 

My  eommand  took  the  advance,  and  after  passing  the  field,  three  regiments  formed 
in  line  of  battle,  the  27th,  S9th,  and  43d  of  ray  brigade,  and  the  47th  Illinois,  (Colonel 
Mower's  biigade,)  and  moved  forward  upon  the  town. 

During  the  deployment  Captain  Powell's  battery  was  broi^ht  forward,  and  threw  a  few 
shots  at  a  body  of  (he  enemy  which  appeared  near  the  Fulton  road.  As  we  neared  the 
town  a  flog  of  truce  came  out,  borne  by  a  citinBll,  saying  "the  citizens  desired  to  surrender 
the  town,  and  that  the  soldiers  (enemy)  were  all  in  the  ditches  dug  by  the  federal  army." 
We  then  moved  forward  into  the  town,  and  found  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  the 
place,  leaving  by  the  Fulton  road.  My  command  went  forward  in  pursuit  till  we  reached 
Crippled  Deer  creek. 

The  statements  of  Eeveral  prisoners,  confirmed  by  a  reconnoissance  made  by  Captain 
.lawyer,  with  two  companies  of  the  Eansoa  7th  cavalry,  proved  that  the  enemy  waeseveral 


waeseveral    . 
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farther.     Besting  near  Cripple  Deer  creek  for  the  uight,  we  commenced  our  leturn  toward 
Jacinto  about  8  o'clock  on  tLa  morning  of  the  21st. 

Herewith  1  Hcnd  copies  of  reports  of  coiiimanrllog  officers,  which  show  tbiit  sis  oasuaUies 
occurred  in  the  39th  Ohio,  and  two  in  the  eSd  Ohio. 
1  am,  major,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

Major  W.  D.  Col^^.^lA^-,  Asmlaat  A'fjulanl  Gmeral. 

Camp  neab  Jaossio,  Mississippi, 

SqAmUr  23,  18e2. 
Sjb  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  rupciit  at  follows  oE  the  hattery  under  my  command  in  tll« 
action  oF  September  19. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  hrigatfe  the  bittery  was  ordered  by  Major  Coleman  to  taks  posi- 
Uon  on  the  right  of  the  road  leading  lo  luka,  prepared  to  open  fira  if  tbe  enemy  drove  back 
our  inftiotry  in  front. 

The  battery  remained  in  this  position  nnti!  12  p.  m.,  when,  by  order  of  Colonel  Smith, 
Jt  retired  sis  hundred  yarda,  being  replaced  by  Powell'a  battery. 

Corporal  A,  Atkinson,  privates  WOliam  Eokles  and  Robert  Rose,  were  elightly  woiindeil 
hy  spent  balls.     Three  horses  received  flesh  wounds,  but  were  not  disabled. 

The  ambulance  attached  to  the  battery  was  ei^ged  during  the  night  in  removing  thu 
nounded  from  the  Sold,  and  six  blankets  wcie  taken  by  the  hospital  depaiiment. 
Very  tespeotfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  T   &POOR, 
Captain,  Co'iaiumdmy  2  i  law  t  BaUery 
lieutenant  Sfhaoue, 

Acting  Am/I'Mt  Ai/fiilanl  Geiurirl,  2d  Brigadf,  id  Divmai,  Ariay  of  the  Mustas^pi 

Hbadquahteks  2d  Bbiosde,  2u  Division,  Aemy  of  the  Missi^ippi, 

Near  Jacinio,  Miatimppi,  Seplember  22,  1SG2 
I  liave  tlia  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  lo  orders,  I  moved  forward  on  the  ei  ening 
of  the  I9tli  Instant,  at  the  head  of  my  brigade,  to  a  position  in  front  of  the  enemy.     On 
arnving  at  that  point  1  halted  the  head  of  Uie  brigade,  when  I  found  that  I  bad  only  one 
regiment  with  me,  the  11th  tlissouri  voluntoera. 

I  opened  fire  on  the  enemy,  which  they  biiskly  rotorned.  The  engagement  was  kept  up 
untU  the  men  had  exhausted  their  ammunition,  and  the  enemy  had  coased  firing,  when  I 
ordered  the  regiment  to  foil  back  a  short  distance  to  prevent  their  being  outflanked. 

The  men  fall  baok  in  good  order,  when  I  baited  them,  and  directed  them  to  remain  in 
Ibat  pcaition,  which  they  did  through  the  pighl. 

The  11th  Liehaved  with  the  greatest  gallantry  and  determination,  both  officers  and  men. 
stiindiiig  to  their  posts  In  the  midst  of  a  most  deadly  fire.  Where  all  did  their  duty  so 
well,  I  can  hardly  mention  any  particular  persons  wiUiout  appearing  to  be  guilty  of  par- 
tiality. Major  Weber  encouraged  the  men  by  his  presence  and  cooloese  under  the  Sre  of 
the  enemy.     I  refer  tu  Ms  report  for  particulars  of  the  engagement, 

Bnclofed  herewith  find  reports  cf  the  commanders  of  the  several  regiments  and  the  biit- 
tery  of  the  brigade,  aii^olist  of  the  killed,  woanded.  and  mining.     I  am  unable  to  speak  of 
what  was  done  by  the  other  regiments  of  the  bitgade,  as  they  were  detached  from  it, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  rtapeotfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A,  "MOWER, 
C'olotid,  Commanding  Brigndc. 
Major  W,  Beam  CoLaaAS, 

Asiulnnt  Ai'jiaani  Qeneral. 

Eepoil  in  nccoidance  witli  Gciieriil  Order  of  21ai  Was  not  in  the  recent  engagement 
at  Iiika. 

Killed,  none.     "Wounded,  none.     Missing,  n 
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Cash'  sbab  Jacimto,  Misaissippr, 

Sspiemier  22,  1862. 

Sttt:  I  liive  the  Uotior  to  submit  the  following  report  in  regard  to  tbe  part  my  battery 
took  111  the  raconnoiaeance  teTrords  loba,  MisfisFippi.  under  command  of  Colonel  Mower, 
commandtng  2d  brigado,  2d  diviaion,  army  of  the  Miaeiseippl,  on  the  16th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 18B2, 

Tha  force,  consisting  of  three  regiments  of  infentry,  two  companies  of  sharpshootevs,  several 
coapaniea  of  cavalry,  and  my  battery,  left  BuinsTille  early  in  the  forenoon.  About  6 
miles  from  luka  the  command  was  met  by  the  enemy's  pickets,  which  wore  driven  in  and 
the  force  advanced.  Continued  reports  of  masketry  were  heard  to  within  two  miles  of  lu  ha, 
where  line  of  battle  was  formed  on  a  hill  commanding  the  ground  for  about  a  mile.  In 
accordance  with  Colonel  Mower's  orders,  I  placed  two  of  my  guns  (one  10-pounder  Parrott, 
and  one  13-poundec  howitzer)  on  tbe  brow  of  the  hill— throwing  shell  to  the  right,  left, 
and  front,  where  heavy  clouds  of  dust,  moving  towards  luka,  led  me  to  suppose  the  ene- 

Thc  other  two  guns  of  the  tattery  ivero  eoon  after  brought  in  position,  and  tie  firing 
continued  for  about  flftaon  minutes. 

The  force  now  advanced  through  tbe  open  Seld  below  the  hill,  and  reaching  tbe  wood 
on  the  other  side,  turned  to  tbe  right,  whereupon  our  Infiintry  and  cavalry  advancing, 
opened  fire  on  the  enemy.  The  firing  was  brisk  on  both  sides  for  a  short  time,  when  the 
colonel  commanding,  finding  the  enoraj's  intentions  to  flank  us  on  the  light,  ordered  a 
retreat,  which  was  done  in  good  order.  I  covered  the  retreat.  The  narrow  road  did  not 
allow  mo  to  deploy  more  than  one  gun,  the  howitzer,  loaded  with  canister  and  moving  by 
a.  fised  prolonge.  After  reaching  the  above  named  hill  we  again  halted,  and  I  was  ordered 
to  place  the  howitzer  and  one  Parrott  gun  in  position  on  the  hill  and  re-open  fire.  I  agaia 
shelled  in  several  directions  for  a  short  time ;  and  everything  quiet,  I  was  ordered  to  ceaae 
firing,  and  Colonel  Mower  threw  out  sharpshooters  as  skirmishers  in  tlie  field  below  the  hill. 

Oppoate  our  portion,  on  tbeeodof  theopenfiald,  adistancaof  aboutamile,  was  a  wood. 
On  the  advance  of  our  skirmishers  the  enemy  opened  a  brisk  fire  from  the  edge  of  this 
wood,  whereupon  I  re-opened  fire  from  my  10-pounder  Parrott  gun,  shelling  the  enemy 
with  such  a  good  result  that  they  very  soon  retreated  from,  the  wood,  and  being  ordered  to 
coaee  firing  again,  tbe  whole  force  advanced  in  line  of  battle.  The  skirmishers  on  both 
sides  continued  firing  for  a  short  time,  when,  night  approaching,  the  darkness  prevented  ua 
continuing  the  fight. 

It  was  concluded  we  should  c^mp  on  the  battle-ground  for  the  night,  but  a  deserter 
coming  in  from  the  enemy,  informed  the  colonel  commanding  that  General  Price  was  in 
luka  with  at  least  13,000  men,  and  that  he  intended  to  send  out  a  force  to  flank  us  du- 
ring the  night,  whereupon  the  colonel  commanding  ordored  the  whole  command  back  to 
Bumsvllle,  which  place  we  reached  about  11  o'clock  p.  m. 

No  casualties  whatever  occurred  in  the  battery  during  tbe  fight. 

It  gives  me  gteat  pleasure  to  say  that  the  ofScers  and  men  under  my  command  acted 
with  great  bravery  and  coolnesa. 

I  am,  sic,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  DEES, 
Captain,  Cannnrtnding  Dees's  Buttery,  Srf  ilkkigan  lAgbi  ArUllery. 

W.  Deah  Coi.eman, 

Major  and  Assist.  Adjt.  Gen.,  2d  Division,  ATniyof  llie  Mississippi. 


Hbaduuaktees  Cavalry  Division,  Army  of  thb  Mississippi. 

Jacinio,  Mississippi,  September  33,  1863. 

Sir:  I  huve  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  movements  and  operations 
of  the  cavalry  under  my  command  during  the  advance  upon,  and  engagement  with,  the 
enemy  at  luka,  Mlsdssippi,  on  the  19th  instant, 

Tbe2dIowacivalry,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Hatch,  moved  out  early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  ISth  instant,  on  the  Tuscumhia  road,  with  instructions  to  proceed  to  Peyton's 
mill,  via  Russelvilla  road,  and  was  charged  with  covering  the  movements  and  protecting 
tbe  fianks  of  the  advancing  columns. 

At  Peyton's  mill  he  fell  in  with  and  had  a  sharp  skirmish  with  sis  hundred  of  the  ene- 
my's cavalry,  which  he  drove  from  their  position  ;  they  losing  sis  men  killed,  ten  wound- 
ed, and  six  prisonei's. 

The  3d  Michigan  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Wilcos,  (with  the  exception  of 
four  companies  employed  in  escorting  trains,)  formed  the  advance  of  General  Hamilton's 
division,  which  moved  east  on  tho  Tuseumbia  road.  ,  -  ■ 
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At  a  point  about  niae  miles  east  of  Jacinto  the  enemy's  pickets  were  met  and  driven  ia 
rapidly.  About  five  miles  sonthofluka  the  enemy's  cavalry  made  a  stand,  but  upon  beinjf 
cbarged  by  a  portion  of  the  advance  guard,  led  by  Sergeant  Cutting,  3d  Michigan  cavalry, 
they  were  forced  Ijaol!.  Here  an  officer  of  Geoernl  Hamilton's  staff  was  mortislly  wounded. 
WiUiout  further  loss  the  cavalry  sucneeded  in  driving  the  enemy  to  within  three  miles  of 
Inka.  This  point  mas  reached  at  1  o'clock  p.  m.  Here  the  infantry  Bkirmiahen;  were 
thrown  in  the  advance.  Abont  this  time  the  enemy's  long  roll  was  beat,  and  they  formed 
in  line  of  battle.  Soon  the  armies  became  engaged,  and  a  terrible  conflict  ensued.  Four 
companies  of  the  Sd  Michigan  cavalry,  under  Captain  Wilcox,  were  Bent  to  the  right  wing, 
on  tho  right  of  Constable's  Ohio  battery.  Two  companies  were  seat  to  the  northeast,  and 
the  remaining  two  to  the  northwest,  to  obserye  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  A  portJon 
of  the  four  companies  on  the  right  wing  were  diBraounted,  and  bscoming  engaged  with  the 
enemy,  prevented  a  flank  movement  on  our  right  wing.  At  this  point  Captain  Ijivtimer 
and  two  men  were  slightly  wounded. 

Tw  companies  of  the  7th  KanaB  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Swoyer,  were 
o  1  d  to  form  a  junction  with  the  2d  Iowa  cavalry  at  Peyton's  mill,  which  they  did,  and 
wi  h  thi  regiment  moved  to  the  main  Fulton  road ;  thence  to  Thompson's  comers,  where 
th  y  f  and  tents,  commiraary  stores,  and  two  wagons,  belonging  to  the  enemy,  which  they 
b  n  d  then  moved  west  to  Burnett's,  a  paint  seven  miles  south  of  Inka,  where  they 
a         cl   bout  dark, 

E]  ht  companies  of  the  7th  Illinois  cavalry,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Prince  commanding, 
w  th  advance  of  General  Ros's  division  of  the  left  wing,  under  General  Ord,  whicli 
ra  d  on  the  Burnsville  and  lufca  road.  In  consequence  of  this  division  not  moving  for- 
wa  d  n  the  night  of  the  19th  instant,  they  were  not  engaged  with  the  enemy  except  in 
em     1  ght  skirmishing. 

C  pta  1  Dyckman,  of  the  3d  Michigan  cavalry,  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  instant,  with 
his  company,  made  a  reconnoissance  in  the  direction  of  luka,  for  lbs  purpose  of  ascert^ning 
the  practicability  of  a  road  direct  from  Jacinto  to  laka,  aud  to  learn  the  whereabouts  of 
the  enemy.  He  conducted  tbe  movement  in  a  manner  very  satisfactory,  and  worthy  of 
high  commendation. 

The  battle  near  laka  vras  singuine,  the  firing  heavy  and  rapid,  and  the  ground  hotly 
contested.     Night  coming  on,  closed  the  scene  of  carnage. 

The  morning  disclosed  tbe  fact  that  during  the  darkness  of  night  the  enemy  had  evacu- 
ated and  were  retreaticg  south  on  the  Fulton  road. 

Eight  companies  of  the  2d  Iowa  cavalry,  under  command  ot  Colonel  Hatch,  and  eight 
companies  of  the  3d  Michigan,  under  Captain  Wilcox,  were  sent  in  pursuit  of  Price's  re- 
treating army,  each  portion  of  the  r^menls  striking  for  different  points  of  the  enemy's 
column,  while  our  infantry  followed  on  the  Fulton  ro.id.  Four  companies  oi  the  2d  Iowa 
cavalry,  under  command  of  Captain  Kendrick,  and  two  companies  of  the  7th  Kansas 
cavalry,  under  Captain  Swoyer,  were  directed  to  move  on  the  Tusoombia  road,  to  check 
the  enemy's  movements  at  the  luterseetion  of  the  Tusoumbia  and  Fulton  roads,  six  miles 
south  of  luka.  The  enemy's  movements  were  greatly  retarded,  and  his  flanks  attacked, 
and  his  troops  harassed  by  frequent  attacks  and  skirmishes,  until  our  cavalry  was  forced 
to  retire  by  the  enemy's  artillery,  which  was  repeatedly  turned  upon  thera. 

Seven  miles  south  of  laka  the  2d  Iowa  cavalry  came  on  tho  flank  of  a  heavy  patrol  of 
the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  they  engaged  and  drove  nearly  four  miles,  when  his  skir- 
mishers felling  back  rapidly,  drew  the  2d  Iowa  upon  a  mnsked  battery,  heavily  supported 
by  both  infantry  and  aivalry.  The  artillery  and  infantry  opened  a  very  sharp  fire,  but  did 
not  succeed  in  doing  much  damage;  soon  the  firing  ce^eit,  and  the  enemy's  cavalry  charged, 
but  were  repulsed;  2d  Iowa  then  fell  back,  %hting  through  the  timber,  until  out  of  the 
range  of  the  enemy's  guns,  and  formed  a  line  to  receive  a  second  charge  from  his  cavalry 
in  force,  in  which  the  enemy  wore  repulsed  with  loss;  the  2d  Iowa  capturing  ten  prison- 
ers, from  three  to  four  hundred  stand  of  arms,  and  one  wagon,  and  losing  but  six  men 
womided. 

Tbe  3d  Mioliigan  cavalry  and  the  two  companies  of  the  7th  Kansas  continued  the  pur- 
suit  eleven  miteit,  becoming  several  times  engaged,  and  causing  the  enemy  repeatedly  to 
form  a  line  of  battle. 

Our  troops  being  much  fatigned  from  having  marched  twenty  miles  the  day  previous, 
further  pursuit  was  impossible. 

The  3d  Michigan  cavalry  occupied  a  position  for  the  night  at  Peyton's  mill,  watching 
closely  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  following  his  movements  on  the  succeeding  day 
until  ordered  to  return  towards  Jacinto. 

Taking  into  oonsideration  the  great  exposure  to  which  the  cavalry  was  subjected,  that 
onr  losses  were  so  slight  is  most  remarkable,  and  truly  a  subject  of  congratulation.  One 
officer  aud  eight  men  were  wounded,  and  ten  horses  kUled. 
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Dating  the  advance,  engagement  and  pursuit,  the  officers  and  men  of  the  cavalry  divi- 
sion displayed  great  aeal,  enterprise  and  gallantry,  and  are  all  entitleJ  to  great  credit. 

The  condaot  of  ail  was  in  a  high  degree  praiaeworthy,  and  where  all  behaved  so  well  it 
is  difficult  to  particularize  individual  acta  of  bravery  without  a  seeming  neglect  of  the 
claims  of  others.  Colonel  Hatch,  Major  Ooon,  Capl^n  Kendrick,  of  the  2d  Iowa  cavalry, 
Captains  Wilcox,  Lattimer,  Dyckmau,  Newell,  and  Eeise,  Adjutant  Buchanan,  and  Ser- 
geant Catting,  of  the  3d  Michigan  oavalry,  and  Captain  Smojer,  of  the  7th  Kansas  cavalry, 
having  commands  of  companies  and  detachmenis,  with  the  oOTnniands  tinder  them,  per- 
formed their  duty  with  great  energy,  Liantenants  MdJregor  and  Martin,  o(  my  pei'soaal 
staff,  conveyed  with  becoming  spirit  and  ability  my  orders  ia  the  various  parts  of  the  field, 
displaying  ccolness  and  efficiency. 

The  usefulness  and  efficiency  of  the  eavairy  on  this  oueasion  cinnot  be  too  hi&hly  esti- 
maisid,  covering  as  they  diti  so  many  important  movements,  guarding  the  flanks  of  the 
army,  and  rendering  valuable  service,  which  I  feel  assured  will  he  fully  appieciated  and 
will  gain  for  thera  such  confidence  and  respect  as  mill  fully  re«  ird  them  for  their  efforts 
to  discharge  their  whole  duty. 

I  am,  sir,  very  rospectfuily,  your  obedient  servant, 

J    K   MIZSEE, 
Cdoad,  CiMatnandiiig  Caialry  Dtviawil, 

lieutenant  C.  Goddaed, 

Assistant  Adjalmit  Omeml,  Arm!/  oftki  Miesissippi. 

Headquaetebs  Skcobd  Iowa  Cavalry, 

finwp  near  SarnfU'a,  September  19,  1862, 
Sib  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report,  complying  with  Colonel  Mianer's  order  to  proceed  to 
Peyton's  mills,  from  there  on  the  Eusselville  road  to  main  FuUoa  road,  thence  via 
Thompson's  house  to  Barnett's.  Moved  with  my  regiment  at  six  this  morning,  from  sis. 
miles  east  of  Jacinto  to  Peyton's  mills.  Two  miles  this  side  of  Peyton's  mill  b^an 
siiirmlshing  with  the  pickets ;  drove  them  Into  the  mill,  and  engaged  a  regiment  of  dis- 
mounted cavalry.  After  sharp  firing  of  twenty  minutes,  roated  the  enemy ;  the  enemy 
falling  back  into  a  swamp,  scaped  with  nearly  all  their  wounded,  leaving  three  dead  and 
two  mortally  wounded.  Captured  six  prisoners,  then  moved  forwaided  to  maiD  Fulton 
lOad ;  from  there  to  Thompson's  Corners.  Near  there  found  tents  and  commissary  stores, 
which  we  burned,  with  two  wagons  of  the  enemy's  ;  then  moved  west  to  Barnett's  to  camp. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

EDWARD  HATCH,  (Xload  2d  loipa  Cavalry. 
W.  A.  Maetin, 

lAeiilciuml,  Assislard  Adjulard  General  Cavalry  Dmsioa, 

HEflcquARTERS  Seconj)  Iowa  Cavalry, 

Camp  near  Jaeinlo,  Septetaber  22,  186i. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  complying  with  the  order  of  Colonel  Mizner  to  pursue 
the  enemy  retreating  southward,  on  the  morning  of  the  2IJlh,  and  if  possible  to  fall  upon 
his  trains.  Moved  forward  with  my  regiment  from  luka,  at  9  o'clock  in  the  moiTiing. 
The  enemy's  trains  and  fiankers  were  so  heavily  guarded,  I  could  find  no  practicable  point 
to  attack  them.  Fell  on  the  enemy's  guard  about  seven  miles  south  of  lulia,  on  the  main 
Fulton  road,  attacked  and  drove  their  rear  four  miles,  when  the  enemy's  skirmishers 
falling  back  rapidly,  my  men  were  drawn  upon  a  masked  battery,  with  a  support  of  two 
regimenlfl  of  infantry  and  a  strong  reserve  ot  oavalry.  My  men  being  dismounted,  dropped 
flat  upon  the  ground;  the  guns  and  volleys  of  the  enemy's  infantiy  playing  over  them, 
not  hurting  a  man.  The  enemy's  cavalry  chained  the  moment  tie  firing  ceased;  the 
cliaigii  was  repulsed,  our  men  failing  back,  flghting  in  the  timber  to  my  reserve  of  mounted 
men.  Leai'ning  the  enemy  run  two  of  his  guns  up,  fell  back,  the  enemy  keeping  up  a 
fire  of  grape  and  canister  down  the  road  until  o  t  f  ra  g  Ith  nformed  four  companies  of 
my  mounted  rifles  to  receive  cavalry  ehai'ge  in  f  f         t     pen  fields,  when  the  enemy 

charged  in  force  over  the  fields,  and  was  repul    d  w  th  1  ss     ti  hen  the  enemy  again  run 
up  his   guns,  forcing  us  back  to  another  pos  t    n   wh  gairi  prepared  to  receive 

cavalry  charge.    Our  infantry  coming  up  rapidly   th      nny     treated.    We  captured  ten 
prisoners,  three  to  four  hundred  stand  of  ai  d       w  when  we  were  repulsed, 

destroying  them.     Our  loss  is  very  slight — six  w       d  1       1  tl     e  horses  killed.   Captain 
Egbert  had  his  horse  killed  under  him. 
Very  respectfully, 

EDWARD  HATCH,  Colonel  M  Iowa  Cavalry. 

W.  A.  afAKrtN, 

Lieutenant,  Assialiml  AJjulani  (Jenfrai  Citmlry  Division. 
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Gump  near  Jacinlo,  Mississippi,  Seplember  23,  18G2. 

Sia  ;  lu  lelation  to  the  laovements  of  the  3d  Mich^an  cavalry,  from  tho  18tli  until 
tte  22d  iaEtant,  I  liave  the  honor  to  repoit  ne  follows  : 

At  a  late  buur  on  the  ]8tlt  Instant,  while  encamped  at  Davenport's  mills,  near  Jacinto, 
r  directed  compaoj  A,  Captain  Dycliman,  to  examine  the  luka  road,  ruaninf!  northeast 
from  the  raills,  and  midway  between  the  Tuecumbia  and  Burnayille  roads,  in  order  to 
determine  the  practicability  of  moving  wagon  or  artillery  trains  on  the  load,  and  whether 
any  portion  of  the  road  was  occupied  by  the  enemy. 

Tho  j.BOonnoissiinaa  was  properly  and  promptly  mside,  and  the  road  found  to  be  imprac- 
ticable ior  moving  trains,  but  paBsablo  for  infantry  and  cavalry.  Tha  toad  was  occupied 
hy  pickets,  who  fired  upon  the  reconnoitring  party. 

At  i  o'clock  oa  the  following  morning,  pursuant  to  itiatruotions  from  Colonel  Mizner,  I 
took  eight  (8)  companies  of  my  command,  (leaving  four  (4)  in  camp,)  and  proceeded  in 
light  nmrehing  order  along  the  Tuscumbia  road,  east,  to  its  loteiBection  with  the  Rusaelville 
road,  about  sis  (6)  miles  east  of  Jacinto,  where  my  command  took  the  advance  of  General 
Hamilton's  division,  and  moved  (n  the  direction  of  Bavnett's  Corners.  I  had  moved  ahoiit 
two  (2)  miles  further,  whea  I  found  indications  of  the  presence  of  the  rebel  cavalry ;  the 
indications  were  more  marked  as  we  proceeded,  and  as  we  arrived  at  the  brow  of  the  hill, 
about  one-half  (J)  mile  west  of  Barnett's,  a  voUey  was  fired  into  the  head  of  the  colnmn. 
The  rebel  force  seemed  well  supported,  and  I  immediately  dism       t  d  tw     ty  (20)  m  d 

sent  them,  in  command  of  Captain  Latimer,  into  lire  woods  to  th      Ight      Tw     ty  m 
were  sent  inio  a  corn-field  to  the  left,  in  command  of  Ueuten     t  Ml         d  comp    ies  A 
and  F,  under  Captain  Dyckman,  were  sent  forward  on  the  ro  d      Afte       b    p   fc   ml  1     f 
about  fifteen  minutes,  the  rebels  were  driven  from  the  woods  1         g  m      k  11  d      i 

one  horse;  also  one  man,  horse  and  equipments  were  take     by  C  pt       L  t  m         i     m 
this  point  (Barnett's)  a  running  fight  was  kept  op,  the  reiel    f  tl    g  b    k  b       h 

of  the  Cripple  Deer  creek,  distant  about  four  (4)  miles.     0        nn         t  th    b        b  w 
fonnd  that  the  rebel  cavalry  bad  rallied  at  a  house  situated  It        f        h     d  ed 

(ioO)  yai'ds  distant,  and  commanding  the   road.      The  ad      ce       d      Sg      tHD 
Ontting,  comj^ny  K,  charged  up  the  road  at  full  gallop,       d  d  th  m  f    m  th  1 

portion  into  the  woods,  but  the  enemy  rallied,  two  squad    as    t      g        d  f    ced  th 
advance  to  retire.     Sergeant  Cutting's  boree  was  sbot,  wbicl  waa  th        1}  ca^    It    oc 
Ting  to  my  command  in  this  instance.     A  number  of  shots  w       fiditothh     Ifth 
column,  killing  a  lieutenant  on  General  Hamilton's  sialf.     I    t  wb    1  d  th  1  y 

into  line  on  the  roadside,  and  ancovered   a  column  oflfety       hhm       It    th 
front  and  deployed  on  either  side  of  the  toad,  and  drove  th  my  f    m  th  f 

some  buildings,  behind  which  they  mere  sheltered. 

A  coUimo  of  infantry  then  moved  in  advance,  and  position  having  been  taken  at  a  point 
Rboot  one  and  one-half  (Ij)  mile  from  luka,  pureuant  to  orders  received  from  Colonel 
Mizner,  I  immediately  moved  with  four  (t)  companies,  via  :  companies  K,  Captain  Newel!; 
company  B,  Captain  I^tlmer ;  company  P,  Captain  Kiceo,  and  company  A,  Captain  Dyk- 
man,  to  the  front,  and  moved  out  to  the  right  of  Constable's  Obio  battery,  Ueutenant 
Adams  commanding  the  advance  guard. 

After  proceeding  abont  one-half  (J)  mile,  lieutenant  Adams  perceiving  a  body  of  cavalry 
on  a  hill  directly  east  of  the  battle-field,  attacked  and  drove  tbem  away  with  considerable 
loss.  I  then  formed  my  men  behind  the  brow  of  the  hill,  dismounted  a  portion,  and 
poured  an  irregular  fire  into  the  enemy's  left  Sank,  and,  upon  those  who  showed  themselves 
in  our  front,  with  conMderable  effect— twenty- two  dead  having  been  afterwards  found,  who 
must  have  fallen  by  our  hands.  Dating  the  time  that  we  were  in  this  position  the  enemy 
occaMonally  gave  us  a  heavy  volley,  but  the  nature  of  the  ground  was  such  that  no  casaal- 
lies  had  occurred  imfil  near  suadowD,  whea  the  onemy  seemed  to  manifest  a  disposition 
to  gala  OUT  position.  I  immediately  dismouutad  all  the  men  that  could  be  spared,  sending 
the  horses  into  the  woods  in  our  rear,  and  opened  a  destructive  fire  upon  them.  They 
immediately  fell  back,  and  made  no  further  attempt  to  advance  upon  us.  We  took  a  first 
lieutenant,  bearing  the  stand  of  colors  belonging  to  the  3d  Louisiana  infantry.  Captain 
IJatimer  was  wonnded  in  tie  shoulder,  also  two  privates  slightly.  Sis  (6)  horses  were 
lost.  After  dark  I  moved  my  command  to  the  left  of  the  rond,  in  rear  of  the  Infantry, 
where  I  was  joined  by  the  oUier  four  companies  of  my  command,  which  bad  been  em- 
ployed in  reoonnoitring  on  either  flank  during  the  afternoon.  On  the  morning  of  the 
20th,  parsuant  to  orders  received  from  Colonel  Mianer,  I  proceeded  with  my  command  in 
the  direction  of  the  Fulton  road,  to  learn  the  whereabonls  of  Price's  army.  I  struck  the 
Fulton  road  some  three  or  four  (3  or  4|  miles  from  luka,  and  found  the  rebel  army  still 
passing  that  point.     After  gaining  the  desired  ioforniation,  T  immediatK^ly  fell  baek,  and 
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proceeded  down  a  road  rauning  Dearly  parallel  with  and  aboat  ttree  (3)  miles  from  the 
Fulton  road  to  the  Tustumbia  rosul.  where  we  fonnd  that  tho  rebels  were  making  a  stand, 
and  the  infaatiy  were  moviog  upon  them.     We  enoampel  that  night  on  tlie  Tiiscumbia 

in  the  e. 
it  Jacinto 

company  on  ths  Fulton  rood,  with  inetructiouB  to  gain  alt  possible  information  relative  to 
tho  retreating  anay.  He  returned  itt  night  with  ten  (10)  prisoners,  having  been  down  tha 
Fulton  road  abont  ten  milea. 

The  foliowlug  day  (22t!)  I  moved  with  my  enljre  command  (18  companiee)  tf>  Peyton's 
mill,  where  I  remained  but  a  short  time,  as  orders  were  received  soon  after  ray  arilval  to  pro- 
ceed to  Jacinto.      I  had,  however,  eent  ont  company  A,  Captain  Dyclsman,  to  make  a 
ceconnoissance  on  the  Natohez  Trace  road,  where  he  toolt  a  captain  belonging  to  the 
Ailcansas  battalion  ;  also  found  two  men  belonging  to  an  Iowa  reglmsnt,  who  had  been 
taken  by  the  rebel  cavalry  the  day  previons,  and  had  succeeded  in  making  their  escape.     I 
arrived  at  Jacinto  on  the  evening  of  the  22d,  and  encamped  at  Davenport's  Mills,  where 
my  command  is  now  stationed.     The  bearing  of  both  officers  and  men  during  the  entire 
conflict  and  subsequent  movemeuts  was  admirable,  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to 
mention  the  valuable  services  of  Adjntant  V.  Buchanan,  who  was  always  where  duty  called 
him,  and  wiio  was  particularly  useful  to  me  duiing  the  engagement  ou  the  19th. 
L.  G.  WILLCOX, 
Captidii,  Commanding  Zd  MieUgan  Oamlrj/. 
Adjutant  {.lENtiEst,  isC  Brig/id3  Caiah'y  Division 
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Barnscilie,  Miiiissipiii,  September  23,  J862. 
tl  18th  day  of  September,  1863,  the  7th  regiment  of 
1  t  w  d  luka,  to  co-operate  with  the  infantry  under 
"b  glment  was  engaged  jn  frecinent  skirmiehee,  but 
th  19th  th  regiment  was  in  line,  some  three  and  a  half 
d  to  g  forward,  but  none  was  received  ;  and,  after 
I    th      eniment  was  ordered  back  by  General  Eosa  to 

Lieutenant  Weuibn, 

Ading  Asiishntt  AdJalaM  General, 

Cavalry  Divisioa,  ArmyofUie  Mississippi. 

HeaDQ     B     naAnH  h    H       a.  ppi    ie;len/er  28    lb62. 

GENBRit :  My  report  of  the  battle  llkah  bnllyl  iinfal  i!l  the  sub  reports 
came  in.     In  accordance  with  your        t      t  11  fh         k  of  your  command    1*00  in 

number,  were  disposed  of  comfortably  tl  g  n  1  h  p  tal  t  Corinth  MissibSippi,  and 
Jackson,  Tennessee,  by  the  18th  instant 

The  command  commenced  their  ma    h  f    m  CI  eek    a     run  storm   whioh  ceased 

about  9  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  1  ft  th  1   a  1  ttl    m   Idy   but  free  from  tbe  an- 

noyance of  dust.     The  colnmn  reached  Jacmto  without  much  fatigue. 

On  the  I9th  the  roads  were  in  splendid  order,  hard,  and  entirely  free  from  dnst.  The 
men  marched  with  ease,  and  in  fine  order,  none  lading  and  very  few  straggling.  They 
reached  the  battle-field  unwearied,  and  in  good  s[Hilts.  As  soon  as  it  became  known  that 
an  engagement  was  impending,  I  eslablisbed  a  field  hospital  at  the  only  place,  within  two 
and  a  half  miles  of  the  field,  where  thei'e  was  water  to  be  obtained  ;  as  it  was  on  the  road- 
side, al!  the  men  saw  the  locality.  Immediately  after  the  firing  commenced  the  wounded 
began  to  arrive,  generally  carried  by  two  men  ;  those  whose  legs  were  nearly  shot  away 
were  cairiod,  in  some  instances,  on  blankets,  by  six  men.  The  details  previously  made  for 
the  purpose  behaved  admirably,  depositing  Ihose  brought  ofi',  and  immediately  returning 
for  othera.  The  surgeons  did  their  host,  and  everything  moved  on  almost  like  clock-work. 
Finding  the  wounded  became  very  numerous,  a  second  depot  was  estabtisbed,  about  half  a 
mile  In  the  rear  of  the  first,  atider  the  supervision  of  Sui^eon  Thrall,  late  medical  director. 
"Very  fortunately,  the  night  was  calm,  and  without  a  breath  of  air  stirring,  so  that,  as  the 
■    ■" -e  enabled  to  dress  the  wounded  by  candle-light  aa 
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At  11  o'clock  all  had  been  attended  to,  when  your  order  came  to  transport  the  wounded 
to  the  rear.  The  ambulances  were  bionght  np  by  the  aid  of  Captain  Mott,  acting  com- 
misBaty  of  subsistence,  and  were  loaded  ntidec  the  energetic  soperviEion  of  Surgeon  Thom- 
hill,  and  were  received  at  the  new  depot,  two  miles  and  a  half  to  the  rear,  by  Surgeons  Lynch 
and  Ham.  They  had  all  reached  the  new  depot  by  an  hour  after  daylight,  and  the  last 
were  about  to  be  unloaded  when  your  order  was  received  to  move  them  into  luta,  the 
enemy  having  evacuated  during  tlie  night.  Surgeons  Thrall  and  Ham  attended  to  the 
reloading,  assisted  by  all  the  suigeons  present. 

It  was  found,  on  reaching  lulta,  that  the  rebel  wounded  occupied  our  old  hospital,  the 
"luka  Springs  hotel,"  as  well  as  the  seminary  buildings.  Upon  consul tation  with  Medical 
Director  Holstoii,  it  ivas  determined  to  occupy  the  other,  "the  lufea  hotel,"  and  turn  over 
all  the  rebel  wounded  to  their  own  Burgeons,  as  they  had  enough,  and  give  them  the 
semioary  buildings.  At  this  timu  I  turned  over  the  enti-e  charge  of  the  wounded  to  Sur- 
geon Hoiaton,  and,  in  ciccoidanee  with  your  order,  reportecl  back  to  your  headquarfeis,  at 
Barnett's,  foe  duty. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  Eui^eonii,  nor  disci'iminate  between  them.  I  doubt  if 
the  wounded  of  so  great  a  carnage  were  ever  taken  care  of  more  gently  and  more  expedi- 
f  u  ly     They  sustained  their  removal  with  fortitude,  and  with  but  little  apparent  fatigue. 

Appe  d  d  is  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  m>A  missing,  amounting  to  lOS  killed,  611 
w  n  1  d  and  17  missiog.  The  rebel  losH  was  very  much  greater,  amonattng  to  over  620 
k  II  d  1  300  wounded,  and  181  prisoners,  not  including  the  wounded.  I  am  satisfled  that 
tb  fg  es  are  witiin  bouBds,  from  personal  itispection  and  what  I  consider  reliable 
inf    m    1     . 

V   y  r^peotfnlly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  CAMPBELL, 
Jlfedkal  Diredor,  Army  qf  ihe  Missisvijipi. 


Report  of  killed,  womidcd,  and  missing  of  the  troops  engaged  in  the  battle  at 
luka,    Mississippi,  September  19,    1862,  Major    General  Roseeratis  com- 

Second  Division— General  Stanley. 

Tliirly-mnih  Ohio  vdmlen-s. —  Wounded:  Hontner,  sergeant,  and  Silos  Bland,  private,  com- 
pany C  ;  0.  P.  Brown,  Bei^eaot,  and  Spenser  Cooper,  private,  company  D  ;  Henry  Guker, 
company  F,  and  William  Miller,  company  H,  privates,  and  eight  missing  not  reported. 

Sirtg-third  Ohio  volmleets. —  Woandfl:  Isaac  Jarvis,  corporal,  company  H,  and  Geoi^e 
Mars,  private,  company  K, 

EUemik  Misaauri  aolUTiUers. — Kilitd :  3.  B.  Robineon,  corporal,  and  P,  W.  Sbaybury,  pri 
vate,  company  B  ;  John  Cunningham,  private,  company  F;  Edmund  Leidy,  sergeant,  com 
pany  G  ;  J.  Bedford,  sergeant,  company  H  ;  William  Chapman  and  Charles  C.  Easton 
privates,  company  I  ;  and  Marshall  Osburn,puvate,companyK.  Wounded:  Samuel  Brown 
Ales.  Brooks,  J.  B.  Lappin,  Gmy  H.  Moore,  William  H.  McOuire,  and  Ed.  P.  Eain- 
dan,  privates,  company  A ;  Andrew  Eeed,  Sylvester  Turner,  Antonio  Bosh,  Thomas  Pngh, 
and  Slias  Hoss,  privates,  company  B  ;  M,  M.  Warner,  captain,  company  C  ;  William  T. 
Bony,  corporal,  company  C ;  John  Byrd,  John  H.  Eoso,  Jolm  Hines,  Marljn  Hogue,  Mont- 
gomery Sweat,  James  H.  Hansley,  Daniel  Cuppis,  Samuel  M.  Neal,  and  Thomas  Cnppis, 
privates,  company  C ;  John  Cowpertwaite,  1st  lieutenant,  company  D  ;  Jasper  Shockley, 
John  Gross,  M.  M.  Burton,  Dios  C.  Hagle,  and  James  H.  Davis,  privates,  company  D ; 
John  D.  Ball,  color  sergeant,  company  B,  and  John  F.  Periy,  private,  company  E ;  Amos 
Singleton,  captain,  company  F  ;  W.  W.  Clelland,  1st  lieutenant,  company  F;  J.  P.  Lan- 
son,  1st  sergeant,  company  F ;  G.  P.  Sontherland  and  Blias  Draper,  corporals,  company  F 
J.  M.  Hobertson,  David  Hamman,  William  Doyle,  and  J.  McLean, privates,  company  F 
George  Quick  and.  Patrick  Morton,  corporals,  company  G ;  G.  Adams,  John  Abbee,  Bedford 
Clark,  Franklin  Lewis,  John  Mumpower,  Lewis  Swagler,  Tliomas  Wallace,  Edwin  Eroef, 
G.  W.  Luhr,  and  Jacob  Cochran,  privates,  company  G  ;  J.  Adams,  sergeant,  company  H  ; 
John  Moran,  John  Mills,  Timothy  Kinny,  H,  P.  Kellogg,  and  S.  B.  Donnell,  privates, 
company  H  ;  Charles  H.  Osgood,  1st  lieutenant,  company  I ;  Cyrus  Spicer,  sergeant,  com- 
pany I ;  William  H.  Capper,  corporal,  company  I ;  John  Seager,  Luther  Yance,  Cyrus  Bali, 
Albert  Bryner,  and  William  H.  Spicer,  privates,  company  H ;  Charles  H.  Foster,  Ist  lieu- 
tenant, company  K. 

Mghth  Wiieoimn  erUunteeri. — Wmmied:  J.  B.  Bedfield,  captain,  company  A,  and  John 
Green,  private,  company  A, 

Tumttij-sixth  IHinois.  —  WauaiM :  Bummer,  lieutenant ;  Geoj^e  Hale,  Philip  Hall,  Androw 
Hugh,  and  Charles  Perkins,  privates. 
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Maimih  Ohio  baUenj,—KiUed :  Kichard  Baar,  actios  ad  ]ieuteaaat ;  M.  V.  B.  Hall, 
sei^eant ;  S.  Qilmore,  corporal ;  Joseph  H.  lugetsali,  William  H.  ;^lser,  James  W,  Gener, 
William  Crawfoi'd,  James  Casey,  John  Dean,  Jao.  Ettle,  J.  J.  MoGowan,  J.  T.  Mnlson, 
C.  P.  OlBon,  William  H.  Rosey,  Charles  Schifftner,  and  Joseph  Taylor.  Wmmdtd:  Oynis 
Sears,  let  lientenaat  oommanUing ;  H.  M.  Hiel,  Ist  lieutenant ;  A.  B.  Elger,  acHug  2d 
Mentenant,  (taken  ptiaouet ;)  F,  E.  Armstrong,  orderly  sergeant ;  H,  C.  Worley,  acting 
sergeant ;  G.  W.  Bush  and  L.  Bothwell,  corpoi'als  ;  G.  W.  Buckley,  acting  corporal ;  J.  B. 
Brooks,  W.  Bowen,  A.  P.  Biewer,  0.  Clonse,  William  L.  Colton,  Isaac  Dozotell,  Jacob 
Kverhart,  Matt.  Free,  U.  L.  Fritz,  C.  Haglin,  B.  Huber,  J.  M.  Ike,  J.  F.  Jellison,  H.  0.  Kell- 
ion,  H.McDonald,  H.  Melauglilin,  J.  J.  McCreight.  Charles  Ehodes.  J,  C.  Swayre,  Robert 
Swegle,  Thomas  Taylor,  M.  F.  Wesenberg,  H.  M.  Welsh,  ZaohariaU  Walsh,  J.  Wolsey,  S. 
Wheaton,  and  S.  N.  Williamson,  privates.  Missing:  Charles  Jones,  William  Jonei,  and 
A.  B.  Myers,  privafes. 

Sermd  Ioim  battery.— Wvunded:  Albert  Atkii^n,  corporal  ;  Williiim  Eukles  and  Hob^rt 
F.ose,  privates. 

Third  Division,  1st  Brigade — Brigadier  General  C.  S.  Hamilton. 
Fifth  lawn  vclimtieri. — Killed;  Lafayette  Shawl,  second  lieutenant ;  Joseph  Edgar,  private, 
company  A.  Elias  Babcock,  corpocftl ;  J.  D.  Bodley,  M.  W.  Oattell,  Geo.  W,  Lowe,  Oscar  B. 
Piper,  Samuel  Pitman,  Henry  Smeil,  and  Levy  P.  Shelby,  privates,  company  B.  Nioliolas 
Eeinehatt,  sergeant,  company  0.  Jacob  Ostvotd  and  David  Sullivan,  pnvates,  company  D. 
John  Fowle,  private,  company  E.  A.  M.  Holcomb,  second  lieutenant;  S.  Fisher,  acting 
lieutenant ;  Isaac  Long,  William  J.  Fulton,  Isaac  Green.  S.  B.  Howell,  and  J,  W,  Seller, 
privates,  company  F.  Sari  Wellington  and  Henry  Ditch,  privates,  company  Q.  E.  B. 
ilaghs,  sergeant;  Alvin  0.  Ebbert,  Thomas  J.  Sutt.  Hamilton  Rogers,  and  Geoi^e  Ar- 
mentront,  privates,  company  H.  Samnel  Hughs,  P.  S.  O'Driscoll,  H.  B.  Pearson,  and 
A.  B.  Wright,  privates,  company  I.  Stephen  W.  Smith,  second  lieutenant ;  George  W. 
Foot,  corporal ;  Homar  Ellis,  S.  W.  T.  Field,  and  John  Sbideker,  privates,  compaoy  K. 
^y<mnlkd:  R.  F.  Patterson,  adjutant;  John  Casad,  first  lleatenant ;  Luke  Ingman,  Par. 
ley  McCracken,  sergeants ;  Wm.  G.  Hawk,  corporal;  Joseph  J.  Anderson,  Nelson  Alex- 
ander, Wm.  F.BegoIe,  Joseph  Fobes,  Robert  A,  Fanal,ChariesB.  Hawass,  Charles  S.  Hussey, 
Jackson  Mitchell,  Wm.  H.  Morron,  (missing,)  Samuel  dinger,  Thomas  S.  Parsons,  John 
Eumsey,  John  S.  Smun,  John  C,  Stone,  Wm.  A.  Tisdale,  W.  E  Thurston,  Freland  G.  A. 
Tuhbs,  Jacob  P.  Weaver,  John  F.  Webb,  and  Hilburn  ZeitCT,  privates,  company  A. 
Alexander  Mateer,  first  lieutenant ;  James  Vauata,  Wm.  Dangan,  sergeants ;  James  Mc- 
Craakey,  James  B.  Banke,  George  F.  Works,  David  Wenor,  corporals ;  I.  T.  Borden,  Biir- 
nett  Dewitt,  J.  H.  M.  De  Long,  Hitam  C.  Hall,  I.  M.  Londerhaok,  Charles  Hi.  Norris, 
William  A.  Bice,  Asbury  D.  Romans,  William  Sparks,  Luther  E.  Gary,  Henry  Scott,  W. 
W.  Watrell,  W.  C.  Winslow,  and  J.  D.  Pergrine,  (missing,)  privates,  company  B.  John 
Albaugh,  captain  ;  Albert  El lise,  first  lieutenant ;  Milton  Camnel,  sergeant;  Wm.  Gambol, 
E,  E.  Paty'en,  Wm.  B.  Wallace,  corporals ;  John  Batler,  Wm.  P.  Brandon,  Jerry  Carnady, 
J.  M.  Cooper,  V.  Graham,  E.  0.  Griswell,  O.  George.  Oscar  K.  Haun,  G.  Jenkins,  John  F. 
Kello^,  lliomas  F.  Littleton,  Robert  Lynch,  Willard  Neal,  Wm.  F.  Orr,  Joseph  S.  Osborne, 
J.  W.  Palmer.  Humphrey  Roberts,  J.  F.  Spafford,  Isaac  Schofield,  James  Smith.  James  L. 
Stephens,  Stewart  Thompson,  and  Clemant  Zingshiem,  privates,  company  G.  Benjamin 
Jarvis,  second  lieutenant ;  John  E.  Page.  Harmon  Jones,  sergeants ;  Wm.  C.  Hansifa;, 
Wm.  R.  Brush,  Wm.  Mooney,  James  Johnson,  corporals  ;  Wm.  H.  Hartman,  Watren  B. 
Parrot,  Amos  B.  Miles,  Tillman  H.  Paton,  James  Reynolds,  Jacob  Sipe,  Fred.  ^.  Sti'ong, 
Stephen  Mills,  and  Samuel  W.  Williams,  privates,  company  D.  Alexander  B,  Lewis,  first 
lieutenant ;  Wm,  Buoce,  sergeant ;  E,  Cinttester,  Wm.  W,  Baughoan,  A.  B.  Kinsel,  and 
Wm.  H.  Brown,  privates,  company  B.  James  A,  Renford,  Abraham  Long,  Methel  B 
Jones,  Charles  S.  Millar,  sergeants ;  Robert  14.  McGtanahan,  Henry  Saunders,  Ransom  P. 
Laffer,  corporals  ;  Andrew  Beard,  John  Cabler,  Wm  Eberhardt,  (missing,)  D.  C,  Glendcn, 
Charles  W.  Gross,  Charles  Gans.  John  Hall.  David  S.  Jones,  John  V.  Catohum,  Pleasant 
E.  Miner,  Shindon  G.  Ross,  James  H.  Roland,  Ont  Slate,  Wm.  L.  Sweitaer,  Geor^  B. 
Tipton,  Thomas  A.  Shocktey,  (missing,)  A.  F.  Wilson,  James  E.  Woods,  and  Hardnick 
Vaas,  privates,  company  F.  Siunuel  S,  Sample,  first  lieutenant ;  John  E.  Pungbom,  act- 
ing lienteuant;  Basil  H,  Martin,  sergeant;  Americua  Campbell,  corporal;  Hemy  V. 
Fisher,  Pearson  Mills,  Byron  A.  Knowles,  James  Miskimona,  John  Wightman,  and  John 
Wintln,  privates,  company  G.  Joel  Brown,  captain ',  John  H,  Hoffman,  sergeant ;  Jacob 
Oherturff,  Milton  W.  Shaw,  corporals;  George  W.  Baldwin,  Thdmas  P.  Estaii,  Wm.  T 
Hughe,  Wm.  Knapp,  John  A.  Trout,  Benjamin  Penn,  Elijah  Koberts,  Asbury  Sutton,  John 
ShufBeton,  Simeon  Muscott,  John  Whitton,  Milton  Armington,  and  John  A.  Purse,  privates, 
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company  H.  Wm.  H.  Cotton,  Bocond  lieutooant,  (inlsslag; ;)  Wm.  H.  Bcakyy,  Mling  liaci- 
leuaat;  Wm.  D,  Tbompaoo,  Eiohatd  Bartett,  eergeants ;  G.  W,  BowsmRii,  P.  Blusuh, 
.Tokn  8,  Howard,  H.  P.  Maron,  Wm.  O.  Morden,  Charles  P.  Bead,  Wm.  H.  Stephens,  Wm, 
Shuler,  and  8.  H.  Sknldevlin,  privates,  company  t.  H.  G.  Dooiiltle,  J.  Darling,  Borgeants ; 
Wm.  M,  Letchiield,  corporal ;  Henry  Fry,  John  Haley,  Henry  Spalding,  John  A.  King,  W. 
E.  Little,  Wm,  Presho,  Job  K.  Esinhavdt,  John  T.  Eeinbardt,  Semou  Shryock,  John  W. 
Smith,  Andrew  Saul,  Newton  E.  Tercel,  R.StntBmau,T.L.Burrington,(misstD8,)  and  Q,  W. 
Bottsford,  privates,  oonipany  K. 

Teienty  sixth  Mmoiai  rtgimeni. — Killed:  Thomas  Mnri'ay,  privata,  oompany  A ;  Jjhii  Hom- 
mit,  private,  company  B ;  Heimaa  Brant,  G.  Marcel,  and  Joseph  Smith,  ptivntna,  company 
G  ;  Hiram  Clery,  eergeant.  Jamas  M.  Halsey,  John  Horace,  and  George  Hnff,  corporals, 
George  Gamble,  James  Hutley,  and  Saunel  Keo,  privates,  company  Ed ;  Alonno  A.  Bliss, 
sergeant,  Hemy  Meyer,  corporal,  Andrew  Jones  and  Mark  Wilt,  privates,  company  F ; 
Silaa  Laughlin  and  Angust  Figunot,  corporals,  Bernard  Bakers,  James  8,  lAUgblln  aiid 
Albert  Spanhans,  privates,  company  H.  Woanded:  George  W.  Boomer,  colonel;  A. 
M.  Oraig,  B,  Malone  and  James  A.  McLain,  privates,  company  A ;  Thomas  Jatvls, 
private,  company  B;  Augustas  E.  Grier,  sergeant,  John  Savage,  corporal,  Henry 
Kreumend.  Vincent  Morge,  Herman  Perick,  John  Salheln,  Henry  Schntte,  Bernard 
Wesljeck,  Frederick  Weisick,  iiouis  Laugenberg,  privates,  and  Charles  Hafnagel,  mu- 
sician,  company  C ;  Charlei  Clifton,  corporal,  Beily  D.  Rice,  private,  company  D ; 
Kobert  C.  Crowel,  captain,  Eobert  B.  Denny,  3d  lientenant,  Fredeiie  Lenter,  1st 
sei^eant,  Michael  Gress,  sergeant,  Jerry  Casey,  corporal,  Adrian  Combe,  David  Dimke- 
day,  John  K.  Dixon,  Isaac  W.  Fugit,  William  Grier,  Eli  Blatt,  George  Hopiins,  John 
HiJsey,  Thomas  Joice,  William  Locke,  William  V.  Locke,  William  F.  Montgomery,  George 
Oliver,  James  Palmer,  William  Verian,  Isaac  Yambury.  and  William  D.  Simmons,  privates, 
company  E ;  Benjamin  Dean,  captiun,  J.  W.  Mapsin,  lieutenant,  William  M.  Boan,  ser- 
geant, Thomas  F.  Smith,  corporal,  Henry  Att,  B.  B.  Bnndridge,  John  Fletcher,  Patrick 
Fay,  William  Grandiah,  Carel  McCallster,  Henry  Patric,  ClirlsWan  Piipple,  Daniel  Robert- 
son, and  Christian  Vosa,  privates,  company  P ;  Cornelius  Herrigan,  John  Anderson,  and 
Anderson  Colbert,  privates,  company  G ;  W.  B.  FargiBon,  sergeant,  E.  Shafier,  corporal, 
Alexander  Magary,  John  H.  Allen,  Henry  Potting,  Henry  Twehouse,  Antou  Weilery,  Jo- 
seph Marcus,  G.  Messerlle,  and  Thomas  Laughlin,  privates,  company  H ;  Renben  Hardin, 
corporal,  Uriah  Dodsin,  Levi  Reniok,  Frank  Vardot,  Andrew  Roberta,  Peter  Leaay,  and 
William  Lewis,  privates,  company  I.     Missing:  Earnest  Bemer,  private. 

Fmty-e^Uk  Indiaiia  Bfgimeat.~KdUd:  Charles  W.  Huston,  Ist  sergeant,  Lewis  C.  Haney, 
sergeant,  Lorenzo  B.  Browaell  and  Bartlett  Y.  Kgg,  corporals,  Reuben  Qlottfester,  Henry 
Hunfainger,  Albert  Steeutsinan,  and  Napoleon  B.  Upson,  privates,  company  A ;  Philip 
CritJs,  Miles  H.  Miller,  David  Roddick,  Benjamin  H.  Ross,  and  James  Zigler,  privates,  com- 
pany B ;  A.  P,  Bradley,  iTacob  Nick,  Heary  Taylor,  and  Philip  F.  Tutor,  privates,  com- 
pany D;  Samuel  Shepley,  corporal,  Edward  Cum,  private,  company  E;  John  Saunders, 
sergeant,  William  Hioer,  Thomas  Kirkwood,  and  Wise!  Manuel,  privates,  coinpsny  F  ; 
Joseph  Cleramens,  Eugene  Clongdon,  Willima  Nixon,  and  William  Mack,  privates,  com- 
pany G  ;  William  H.  Alle,  private,  company  H ;  Samuel  L.  Connell,  sergeant,  Noah  Barn- 
heart,  Martin  Cavenaugh,  and  Soloman  Fisher,  privates,  company  I ;  William  Jcanes,  Hanry 
Shoup,  Thomas  Simmons,  Louis  Wilcox,  and  Martin  Zarbomekle,  privates,  company  K. 
Woarded:  Norman  Eddy,  colonel;  Alfrai  Billows,  lieutenant,  Henry  Williams  and  Ru- 
dolph Ash,  corporals,  William  Bell,  George  H.  Bloomer,  Isaiah  Irwin,  Jacob  Haefsncider, 
George  Shulta,  Marcus  Washburn,  and  George  Byskett,  privates,  company  A  ;  Abraham 
Rhone,  sergeant,  Thomas  H.  Abshire,  corporal,  John  Hone,  Amos  Heston,  George  Monroe, 
and  John  Sonslcy.  privates,  company  B ;  James  H.  Warner,  corporal,  John  Hohan,  MarUa 
Hotael,  Burnett  Knoff,  William  McCormacfc,  George  C.  Rhodes,  Mosea  H.  Sanborn,  and 
Walter  Tuier,  privates,  company  D  ;  Thomas  Simcnton,  sergeant,  Joim  Martin  and  Abra- 
ham Bonebrake,  corporals,  and  Edward  Brisett,  private,  company  E ;  William  Judkins, 
lieutenant,  James  Anderson,  corporal,  Charles  Dewy,  James  Lna,  and  Charles  Lebring, 
privates,  company  F ;  John  Goi'dy,  Alonao  Carpenter,  and  John  Poiser,  corporals,  Martin 
Weaver,  Emnnuel  Hoover,  and  Jacltson  Eaight,  piivates,  company  G  ;  G,  Hollingsliead, 
sergeant,  John  Hemph,  corporal,  John  Smith  and  T.  Hilderbrand,  privates,  company  H ; 
Henry  Lung,  Joseph  Heffner,  Cyrus  Cart,  and  John  Biomfleld,  privates,  company  I ;  Albert 
Guthridge,  captain.  Samuel  Rabb,  William  Goodia,  Nathaniel  Maymey^r,  Williaia  War- 
tell,  and  Samuel  Warren,  company  K, 

FouTik  Mmna.olaE'gimeia. — Killed:  Benjamin  Poole  and  James  Casey,  privates,  company 
C;  Thomas  Smith,  private,  company  F.  Wounded:  Thomas  Oiaou,  private,  company  A; 
J.  W.  Dunn,  Ist  serge  int.  A  Graham,  seigeant,  C.  G.  Mickel,  corporal,  James  Neil  and 
Edwai-d  Zebrath,  privates,  company  B ;  Charles  Perkins  and  Thomas  Reeves,  privates, 
company  C  ;  George  Kimball,  1st  sergeant,  Geoi^e  Clark,  J.  E,  Sampson.,  and  S.  M.  Mo- 
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meiiy,  piWatee,  comi^aoy  D ;  James,  A  GoodwiD,  2d  lieutenftnt,  Addiaon Phelps,  sergeant, 
G.  W.  Ttiomii3,  covporal,  John  Bass,  EaoB  A.  Buncfeer,  Orlando  Lindewmith,  Benjamin 
HeitB,  Frederick  Schaum,  and  Joseph  TiitJO,  privates,  company  E ;  J.  W  Bardiok,  cor- 
poral, Ira  O.  Kussell,  George  Winchel,  and  Hollis  B.  Sergaat,  privates,  compiny  F, 
Gteorge  K.  Campbell,  John  Eike,  John  Fobbe,  Patrick  Ijsftea,  Antooe  Uontrail,  Geoige 
Keider,  and  Bernard  Westinao,  privates,  company  G  ;  Charies  Olson,  N  S  Howland, 
Peter  Leatz,  AJidrew  Anderson,  privatea,  company  H ;  Samuel  P,  Isaacs,  sergeant,  c  )m- 
pany  I ;  George  S,  Hufchiaon,  Avon  B  Morse,  Samnei  M.  Milholland,  John  B  McOann, 
and  Martin  Keifer,  privates,  company  K. 

Siiieenlh  Iowa  reginml. — ^fcd;  Jacob  Shambaugh,  sergeant,  R.  G.  Kelley  and  Gilbert 
Wakefield,  privates,  company  A ;  Samuel  Simmons  and  Levy  Heater,  pvlvates,  company 
D  ;  Alexander  Britt  and  Franklin  Woodruff,  privates,  company  E ;  Harvey  Whitman, 
corporal,  Michael  McQowan,  George  Bedford,  and  John  Conard,  privates,  company 
F ;  Solomon  Zook,  corpora!,  company  H ;  B.  W.  Watson,  private,  corajhmy,  I. 
IVotmdfd:  J.  V.  Lawrenoe,  '  sergeant,  Heory  Horn,  Alexander  Gordon,  B,  A.  CaBsidy, 
Frederick  Osljorne,  Alonso  Spore,  George  Miller,  Michael  Connelly,  and  Humphrey  Mana- 
han,  privates,  company  A  ;  H.  F.  Heartman  and  J.  Orpe,  corporals,  com^oy  B  ;  James 
Correl,  H.  Smith,  H.  W.  Blessing,  James  King,  I/iuis  Heger,  John  Hettinger,  privates, 
company  C ;  Robert  Alcorn,  lieutenant,  David  Canot,  and  Thomas  Parr,  corpotals,  Haw- 
kins McNally,  W.  V.  Qoss,  John  Berry,  H.  Bills,  and  H,  Miers,  privates,  company  D  ; 
George  Gallespie  and  Franklin  Forbes,  privates,  company  E ;  M.  K.  Laird  and  John 
McGraw,  sergeants,  E.  Wllcos,  William  Welsh,  James  Barnes,  0.  E.  Shepard,  Enoch  Ha- 
worth,  and  John  Cai3>enter,  privatea,  company  B" ;  A.  Peick  and  G.  B.  Boink,  corporis, 
company  G  ;  John  Muthall  and  John  Hnntln^ton,  privabes,  company  H  ;  H.  D,  Williams, 
lieutenant,  H,  Skiiling,  sergeant,  J.  0  Miinger,  corporal,  H.  Gripe,  private,  company  I ; 
J.  H,  Lucas,  lieutenant,  William  Before,  sergeant,  Hatvoy  Harstein,  corporal,  David  Darl 
and  David  Signer,  privates,  company  K. 


Third  Divisioh,  2d  Brigade. 

Tmih  regiment,  Ieii>a  volanleers. — Wauaied:  Peter  B.  Mishler,  corporal,  company  A;  Fred- 
crick  A.  Downs,  private,  company  A ;  Henry  Howard  and  Pster  Joico,  privates,  company 
U  ;  Philip  Thoma,  private,  company  E  ;  Elias  Deodman,  private,  company  P. 

Tealh  regimtHi  Mmouri  nolanletra. —  Wouad/d!  A.  D.  Peyton  and  Richard  Staton,  privates, 
company  C ;  Stnart  Wishortt,  sereeant,  oorapauy  B ;  Asbury  Sattus,  John  Bolsbock,  Thomas 
llibbler,  B.  B.  Glass,  itenben  Sharp,  W.  J.  Ueana,  and  Peter  Tlioma,  privates,  com- 
pany D ;  Angustus  Zungle,  piivata,  company  E  ;  Joseph  Yoang  and  John  Siles,  privates, 
company  F ;  Alex.  B.  Wolib,  private,  company  H. 

liie(flh  Wiscoitsin  haiery.^KiUed  :  J.  J,  Alherton,  private,  company  D. 

SiiiffliteenfA  T^rnint  loisa  voluidteri.  Kdled;  2d  Lieutenant  O.  H.  B.  Smith,  company  G  ; 
Bine.  S.  Lee,  corporal,  company  K;  A.  B.  Kiobmore,  private,  company  G,  and  William 
Frank,  private,  company  K.  Wamuied;  Captain  B.  H.  Arcber,  compuiy  C  ;  1st  Uoutenant 
William  Eeach,  company  G  ;  2d  Lieutenant  0.  B.  Woodrow,  company  K ;  Henry  0.  WilUa, 
private,  company  A  ;  John  J,  Zermea  and  Daniel  S.  Arnold,  privates,  company  A;  George 
W.  Dandy,  corporal ,  company  B ;  Oharlea  P.  Smith  and  E.  Y.  Burns,  privates,  company  B ; 
T.  Jackson  and  Thomas  Sti^orJ,  corporals,  companyp ;  W.  L.  Godly,  Ist  sergeant,  com- 
pany E  ;  J.  S.  Parkhnrst,  W.  D.  Fisher,  Aaron  W.  Eeary,  A.  J.  Headly,  R.  E.  Wiiliama, 
and  B.  H.  Schooler,  privates,  company  E;  W.  L.  Kichardaon,  corporal,  company  F;  W.  J, 
Cline,  private,  company  F ;  Samual  V.  Duncan  and  Thomas  Steward,  sergeants,  company 
G;  John  King,  corporal,  company  Q;  Jesse  Lee  and  Samuel  Yard,  privates,  com- 
pany Q ;  A,  M.  Vance,  2d  sergeant,  company  H ;  S.  H.  C,  Ornbb  and  Ezra  T.  Vance, 
privates,  company  H  ;  John  J.  Roohbeck,  sergeant,  company  I ;  Z.  P.  Wood,  corporal, 
company  I',  Huston  Smith,  private,  company  I;  Frank  Orone,  sergeant,  company 
E ;  John  Fuilerton,  John  Anderson,  and  George  Simmons,  corporals,  company  K  ;  W. 
ITcGili,  Hugh  White,  and  Jephtha  Ackley,  privates,  compauy  K, 

EightkOt  T^ment,  Ohio  aoluHteeri.  —  Wounded:  Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  H.  Baitl^ion,  com- 
manding raiment ;  Ist  Lieutenant  Jno.  E,  Philpott,  adjutant  of  regiiuent  ;  H.  H.  Whit- 
craft,  Ist  sergeant,  company  A;  James  Andrews  and  J.  Denteohamer,  privates.  Jesse 
Gnomer  and  Andrew  Hedge,  corpoiuls,  company  B ;  Simon  Durst,  private,  company  C  ; 
J.  F.  Huddleson,  Ist  sergeant,  company  D  ;  Tbomas  Elder,  Robert  6.  Hill,  and  Allen  Tal- 
bott,  privates,  company  D  ;  H.  E,  Clin  den  in  g,  corporal,  company  F  ;  Turner  Driimmond 
and  Benjamin  Vial,  privafeB,  company  P. 
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st.     The  [report  from  tliB  other  btigaiie  will  bn 


Cavalry  Division  op  Colonel  Mizsek. 

6(A  JlfissDUJ-i  eavalry. — Killed;  Louis  Bei'ihold,  pdvate,  company  G.  Womuied ;  Albert 
Borcherdd,  cBptain,  company  C  ;  Jjouia  Scliramm,  lat  lieutenant,  compauj  C ;  Louie  Bert- 
hold,  private,  company  0. 

nih  loaa  it(fontry. — Killed:  J.J.  Autherton,  private,  acting  in  I2tli  Wisconsin  battery. 

2il  loan  covalry. — Woi/iuhd;  Henry  Melchert  and  Nelson  Lovell,  privates,  compaty  C  ; 
James  W.  Nation,  private,  company  A  ;  George  Zelgler,  1st  sei^eant,  company  A  ;  John 
Sctaffet,  private,  company  A ;  AUiaou  Aurey,  private,  company  B. 

3d  Michigan  cavalr)/ .-^Wounded :  M.  M.  Lattlliier,  captaiq,  company  E;  Oliver  Spooner, 
private,  company  F  ;  Ayers,  private,  company  K. 

Killed,  lOH  ;  wounijed,  Gil;  misaing,  17. 

A.   B  CAMPBELL, 

Medicai  Dircdor,  Army  jt/issisaippi. 

HEAOQUAHTKBa  TbIBD  CAVALBY  BkIQADE, 

Ltft  Winff  ISth  AiK!/  (hrjis,  Oarmlh,  July  9,  1863. 

Gebibal  :  On  the  momiog  of  the  7t1i,  having  received  instructions  to  proceed  with  my 
brigade  out  on  the  Bunisville  road  to  make  a  reconnoissance  in  force,  I  left  Corinth  at 
about  dayllgbt  with  the  Tth  KanaiiB  cavalry.  Colonel  T.  P.  Herrick,  eight  companies  of  the 
10th  Missouri  cavttliy.  Major  F.  W.  Benteen,  and  the  detachment  of  the  15th  lllinoia 
cavalry.  Lieutenant  Colonel  F.  T.  Gilbert,  (in  all  about  750  men,)  and  moved  out  by  the 
way  of  the  North  Karmiogton  road  On  reaching  the  corral  on  this  road  we  found  that 
the  enemy,  with  twelve  companies  of  mounted  men,  had,  a  ehott  time  before  our  arrival, 
surrounded  and  attacked  the  small  force  guarding  that  point,  and,  after  overpowering  and 
t«kiijg  the  most  of  them  prisoners,  had  decamped  with  all  Uie  stock  that  was  in  the  corral. 
After  making  a  few  inquiries  from  the  noighboihood  I  started  in  pursuit  out  by  the  said 
road,  when,  finding  that  the  enemy  bad  taken  a  route  by  the  way  of  the  Hamburg  road, 
I  concluded  to  pursue  htm  by  that  route.  His  traces  goided  us  by  by-roads  through 
twampa  and  over  hills,  until  we  reached  the  main  road  leading  from  Bed  Sulphur  Springs 
BO  luka.  which  road  he  bad  taken  to  that  town. 

Taking  this  last  named  road  me  came  upon  the  enemy  in  force,  posted  in  an  open  field 
on  both  sides  of  the  road,  vritli  a  dense  woods  In  his  front,  and  about  a  luilo  and  a  half 
from  luka.  He  opened  on  us  with  musketry,  and  I  immediately  threw  out  a  detachment  of 
of  tbo  l&th  It  I  inois  (dismounted)  as  dismounted  skirmishers,  withthe  road  as  the  centre  of  my 
line  of  battle.  I  ordered  the  10th  Mieaouri  to  deploy  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  road  and 
dismount,  which  was  quickly  execnted,  with  four  companies  on  the  right  and  three  on  the 
loft-hiind  Bide,  The  mountain-howitzer  battery  was  ordered  into  battery  on  the  road,  I 
then  ordered  some  four  companies  of  the  7tli  Kansas  to  dismount  and  deploy  to  the  right 
and  left  of  the  road  in  line  of  skirmishers,  behind  the  10th  Missouri  cavalry,  thus  forming 
a  double  line  of  battle  in  the  rear  of  my  advanced  skirmishers.  In  the  mean  time  a  very 
hot  fire  had  been  kept  up  by  the  enemy,  the  akirmisbeis,  and  the  companies  of  the  lOth 
Missouri  on  the  right  of  tbe  road,  and  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Joyce,  commanding  the  bat- 
terv.  to  shell  the  enemy  vigorously.  That  portion  of  the  7tli  Kansas  not  dismounted  were 
held  In  reserve. 

The  order  to  shell  the  enemy  was  obeyed  with  good  will ,  the  men  standing  to  their  guns 
under  a  heavy  Bre  of  musketry  without  flinching  and  with  undaunted  coolness.  Much  of 
this  courage  must  be  attributed  to  the  daring  and  bravery  of  Lieutenant  Peter  Joyce,  who 
was  everywhere  among  his  men,  encourE^ing  them  with  his  presence  and  assuring  them  by 
his  coolness.  Fitst  Sergeant  W.  P.  Edgar,  of  this  battery,  was  actii^  lieutenant,  and 
deserves  much  praise  for  the  efficient  aid  he  rendered  in  working  the  guns  and  the  unanr- 
passed  bravery  he  displayed.  I  regret  to  say  that  he  met  with  a  serious,  though  not  dan- 
gerous, wound,  the  hall  passing  through  his  hand. 

Having  cannonaded  the  enemy,  as  I  considered,  a  EufHctent  length  of  time,  I  ordered  the 
battery  to  cease  firing,  and  advanced  my  whole  line  of  battle  up  the  hill  and  through  the 
wood  ;  and  if  the  fire  had  been  severe  before,  it  now  became  heavier,  and  no  sooner  had  my 
men  shown  thempetves  on  the  summit  of  the  bill  than,  the  enemy  discharged  upon  us 
along  his  whole  line  a  tremendous  and  destrucUve  volley  of  musketry,  as  severe,  for  the 
lime  it  lasted,  aa  any  I  have  ever  had  the  fortune  to  witness.  , 
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Here  we  sust^net)  all  the  losees  that  befull  os  that  day.  Captain  H.  Q.  Brans,  of  the 
10th  Missouii,  B  young  and  daahiog  and  as  brave  a  soldior  as  ever  wielded  a  swoid,  fell  at 
thia  point,  pierced"throug]i  the  lungs  by  a  musltet  ball,  ia  advance  of  bis  men  and  cheering 
them,  on  to  victocy.  Two  of  his  own.  men,  and  one  of  company  S,  10th  Mtesouri  cavalry, 
were  killed  at  thia  place  and  almost  at  the  ssrne  time.     Several  men,  were  wounded  hevo. 

From  thia  time  on,  it  was  evident  the  day  was  onrs.  We  continued  our  advance  through 
the  woods,  when,  after  a  few  wavering  volleys,  the  enemy  fled  in  dismay,  leaving  ns  the 
victory  and  the  field,  Ab  aoon  aa  the  enemy  began  to  fly,  I  ordered  three  squadrons  of  the 
Tth  Kanaas,  under  Major  Jenkins,  to  pursue  him  as  far  as  luka.  He  followed  liim  to  that 
place,  captaied  a  battery  wagon  and  forge  and  burnt  them,  but  saw  nothiog  of  the  enemy, 
and  returned.  Ho  had  a  battery  of  four  pieces  of  artillery,  witli  which  he  ingloriously  fied 
to  his  fastness^  on  Bear  creek. 

Having  proceeded  as  far  as  my  instructions  directed,  I  made  inquiries  as  to  the  ene- 
my's numbers  and  position,  when  I  learned  that  in  front  of  me,  towards  Bear  creek,  his 
force  was  some  twenty-five  hundred  atrong,  while  there  was  a  large  force  on  either  of  my 
Hanks.     The  foi'ce  I  hail  encountered  numbered  from  iiflxien  to  eighteen  hundred. 

As  to  the  enemy's  loss  I  have  no  definite  means  of  ascertaining,  but  am  told,  on  inquiryi 
that  it  was  large.  Four  dead  bodies  of  rebel  soldiers  were  found  by  us  on  the  field,  and 
the  traces  of  blood  around  fully  oorroboratfl  the  story.  The  total  loss  to  my  command  will 
be  found  in  the  recapitulation  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

After  caring  for  my  wounded  and  placing  them  in  ambnlances,  I  brought  away  my  dead, 
and  fall  back  some  sii  miles  and  encamped  for  the  oight.  On  the  morning  of  the  eighth 
wo  took  up  one  line  of  march  for  Corinth,  and  arrived  here  at  about  half  past  10  o'clock. 

Before  closing  this  report,  it  would  be  neglect  on  my  part  if  I  did  not  return  my  thanks 
to  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  for  the  unfiincMug  coolness  with  which  they 
met  danger,  and  the  courage  with  which  they  routed  a  superior  force,  occupying  a  position 
choBBQ  by  its  own  leaders.  In  particulariring  I  do  not  desire  to  be  iuvidlons,  but  the  offi- 
cers hereinafter  named  came  more  particularly  under  my  notice  Major  F.  W.  Benteen, 
commanding  the  10th  Missouri  cavalry,  was  where  a  leader  should  be,  in  the  front,  and 
by  his  coolness  and  great  tact  and  skiil  did  mncb  towards  gdnii^  the  day.  Captain  M. 
II.  Williams,  of  the  lOlh  Missouri,  acting  field  officer,  and  Lieutenant  I.  F,  Young,  adju- 
tant of  the  same  regimenc,  were  fbremost  in  the  line  of  skirmishera,  rallying  and  urging 
them  forward  regardless  of  danger.  Captwn  David  Ciun,  acting  field  officer  of  the  10th 
Missouri,  displayed  great  gallantly,  and  effected  much  in  the  direction  of  the  firing  of  the 
batteries.  Captiuns  Neet,  Naughton,  Underwood,  and  McGiaason,  of  the  same  regiment, 
also  deaecve  particular  nientioa  for  their  gallantry  and  daring  in  leading  their  men  into 
the  hottest  of  the  fight. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  F.  T.  Gilbert  and  Major  B.  Carmichael  acted  with  their  customary 
devotion  to  the  cause,  and  were  ever  foremost  in  the  path  of  danger. 

Particular  mention  will  not  be  undeserved  in  the  person  of  Captain  Ford,  of  that  regi- 
ment, who  bravely  led  where  his  men  dauntleasly  followed.  He  received  a  shot  from  the 
enemy  in  the  soabbai'd  of  his  sabre,  deeply  indenting  it,  thus  avoiding  a  serions  wound. 

Colonel  T,  P.  Herrick,  Major  Jenkins,  and  Capfains  Malone,  Thornton,  and  Gregory,  of 
the  Tth  Kansas,  also  came  under  my  notice,  and  deserve  the  praise  due  to  brave  and  de- 
voted soldiers.  Of  the  officers  of  the  battery  I  have  already  spoken,  but  too  much  praise 
cannot  be  bestowed  upon  them.  All  honor  and  praise  are  due  to  the  gallant  dead,  and  it 
might  not  be  amiss  to  mention,  particularly.  Captain  H,  G.  Bliius,  lOli  Missouri  cavalry. 
Reared  in  the  lap  of  Jusnry,  at  the  first  breaking  out  of  the  war,  although  quite  young,  he 
cnltst«d  in  the  3ii  Missonri  volunteer  int^tiy,  and  served  in  that  regiment  through  al!  the 
battles  of  Missouri,  Boonevllle,  Wilson's  creek,  and  others.  He  was  with  his  regiment 
during  General  Curtis's  ohaee  ot  the  rebel  Price  through  Missouri,  and  participated  in 
every  battle  of  that  eventful  campaign,  including  the  hard-earned  field  of  Pea  Ridge. 

He  received  a  diachai^e  from  his  regiment  only  to  accept  a  commission  in  the  10th  Mis- 
souvi,  and  has  served  with  it  in  every  one  of  its  engagements  in  this  district. 

Ere  yet  in  the  first  dawn  of  manhood  this  polished  gentleman  and  gallant  soldier  has 
been  cut  down,  one  among  the  many  victims  to  the  mad  ambition  of  southern  traitors. 
He  has  left  behind  falm  an  unsullied  name.  Fond  friends  shall  weep  for  him,  comrades  in 
arms  shall  mourn  for  him ;  but  he  died  a  martyr  to  a  holy  cause,  sacrificed  upon  the  altar 
of  his  country.  He  fell  foremost  in  the  fight,  and  while  the  victorious  shouts  of  his  com- 
ritdes  rent  the  air  "all  grew  dark,"  and  his  fearless  spirit  winged  its  way  to  a  brighter, 
happier  land. 

Lieutenants  John  W,  Rice  and  M.  McDonald,  serving  on  my  personal  staff,  rendered 
mo  every  desirable  assistance,  carrying  orders,  regardless  of  flying  balls,  U>  all  parts  of 
the  field. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  : 

Killed. — Henry  6.  Bruns,  CRptain,  F.  S.  Burlingame,  corporal,  and  N.  Sahli,  pnvnte, 
company  G  ;  William  Frasier,  private,  oompauy  E,    lOtli  Missouri  cavalry. 

Wounded. — W.  P.  Edgar,  1st  sergeant,  company  A ;  Eogers,  private,  company  I ;  Shine, 
company  M,  10th  MisBouii  cavalry.  Mariott  Croaa,  corporal,  coiopauy  D ;  Charles  H. 
Dawo,  private,  company  E;  Jaoob  Snyder,  private,  company  I,  76h  Kansas  cavalry. 
Henry  Sbaeffer,  private,  company  F  ;  John  Moorly,  private,  company  G,  IBth  Illiuois 
cavalry, 

Baapilidatien, — Killed,  4;  wounded,  8.     Total  lo^,  12. 

aland  mh  Mms 


MISSOURI    OAHPAIG-N. 

OiscmaATl,  Ojiio,  Fibruary  25,  1805. 
Gbhebal:  I  enclose,  and  transmit  for  file  in  yon r  office,  a  copy  of  my  official  ro port  of 
the  late  campaign  against  Price  in  Misaouri  ;  the  original,  with  accompanjinK  sub- reports, 
was  forwarded  to  Major  General  Canby,  commanding  the  military  (iivisiou  of  west  Miasii- 
^ppi,  nnder  whoee  command  I  was  placed. 

Very  teepectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W,  S    ROSECRANM, 

Major  Gmei-al. 


Btigadie 


f.  Army,  WasMnglon,  D.  C. 


HEAPQUAIiTERS   DBFARTMENT  OP  MISSOURI, 

St.  Louis,  December  7,  IS&i. 

Colonel  :  The  coiiiman<liiig  general  of  the  military  division  is  already  informed,  by  my 

cnrrent  official  despatches,  of  the  principal  inddeats  of  the  late  campaign  against  Price  in 

this  department,  but  it  is  proper  that  I  ahoald  aubmit  a  more  detailed  and  connected  report 

of  the  operations  for  a  correct  imderstanding  of  their  eiient  and  the  importance  of  the  re- 

From  early  in  the  spring  it  was  known  ihroHgh  tho  lodgea  of  the  "  O.  A.  K.'s  "  and  other 
rebel  sources,  that  Pric«  inteniJed  a  great  invasion  of  this  State,  in  which  he  expected  the  co- 
qperaJion  of  that  "  order"  and  of  rebels  generally,  and  by  which  he  hoped  to  obtain  impor- 
tant military  and  political  residla. 

In  poiBoance  ol  these  plans,  the  lodges  with  rebel  recruiting  officers  and  agents  sent  into 
Missouri  clandestinely,  or  under  coyer  of  the  amnesty  oath,  for  that  puiyose,  began  an  insnv- 
rection  in  Platte  county  on  the  Tth  of  July  last.  From  that  time  guerilla  wailare  ra^ed  in 
the  river  counties,  west  from  Calloway  in  the  north,  and  from  Cooper  on  the  south  side  ot 
the  Missonri. 

This  department  liBviog  been  depleted  of  troops,  permission  was  ohtMned  Uj  riuso  volun- 
teers to  meet  the  esigencies  of  our  situation,  and  onder  it  about  five  complete,  and  sa  many 
incomplete,  regiments  of  12-months  volunteer  infanh'y  had  been  organized  previously  to 
the  raid. 

On  the  3d  of  September  General  Washbnm  sounded  the  tocsin,  by  information  that  the 
force  irnder  Sholby  at  Batesville,  Arkansas,  was  abont  to  bo  Joined  by  Price  for  the  invasion 
of  our  State.  The  ripening  of  the  corn  lent  to  this  additional  color  of  probability,  so  that, 
on  the  6th,  Major  General  A.  J.  Smith,  passing  Ciuro,  with  a  division  of  infantry,  on  the 
way  to  Generd  Sherman,  I  telegraphed  General  Halleck  the  state  of  affwrs,  reqnesfJng  orders 
for  this  division  to  halt  at  that  point  and  wait  until  we  could  ascertain  the  designs  of  the 
enemy. 

The  division  was  halted,  and  on  the  9th  General  Smith  received  orders  from  General  Ilal- 
Jeck  to  operate  against  Piiee  and  company ;  hut  deeming  it  impracticable  to  penetrate  between 
one  and  two  hundred  miles  into  Arkansas  with  a  small  column  of  infantry  in  pnrsuit  of  a  large 
mounted  force,  the  exact  whereabouts  as  well  as  intentions  of  which  were  still  unltnown, 
he  decided  to  move  his  command  to  a  point  near  St.  Louis,  whence  he  could  readily  move  by 
rail  or  river,  and  await  Price's  movements. 

From  that  time  information  accumulated  showing  the  imminence  of  the  raid.  On_  the 
23d  we  received  certain  information  that  Price  hafl  crossed  the  Arkansas  with  two  divisions 
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o£  rootmted  men,  theo  batteries  of  artillery,  a  large  wngoa  (rain  civrrTit;g  any  ral  thonoand 
stand  of  Bmall-arms,  and  was  at  or  near  BaiesyjUe,  on  While  riyer. 

From  this  point  midway  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  westera  houodary  of  the  State 
there  are  three  practicable  loutee  of  invasion:  one  by  Pocahontas  into  BOUthesatern  Missouri, 
another.  West  Plains  and  EdlB  or  yidnity,  north  towards  Jefferson  City;  a  third  by  Caag- 
viUe,  norli,  eitior  Ihroueh  Springfield  and  Sedalia  or  hy  the  Kansas  border  to  tho  MisBonii 

Strong  military  reasons  favored  the  niOTement  of  their  main  force  by  the  central  route, 
ivhiie  a  detachment  shoald  go  by  Pocahontas,  and  strip  Bontheast  MisBOnri.  Undui  these 
eircnmstances  my  first  object  was  to  secure  oox  great  ilepota  at  Springfield  and  Eolla  The 
hay  cut  during  the  summer,  and  oar  train  of  government  wagons,  required  to  maintain  the 
troops  in  the  Springfiehi  district. 

To  do  this  and,  as  fur  as  possible,  save  the  scanty  agriculture  of  the  conntry  from  devasta- 
"-  -    "    -is  necMsary  l«  hold  both  Springfield  and  Eolla;  indeed,  to  have  abandoned  these 

property  tc 

caplare  our  stores,  and  beat  our  iraopa  lu  uoimi. 

(Secerals  Sanborn  and  McBeiil  were  therefore  informetl  nnd  ordeied  to  place  the  trains 
and  pnblio  property  of  their  districts  under  the  protecUon  of  the  Jortifications  at  Springfield 
and  Eolla,  to  pnt  thrar  forts  in  the  beat  possible  state  of  defence,  nsing  every  foot  and  dis- 
nionuted  cavaliy  soldier,  including  citizens  and  local  militia,  to  the  best  advantage,  and  with 
all  their  efficient  mounted  force  to  watch  the  enemy's  motions  and  report  the  earliest  indica- 
tions of  the  direction  of  the  coming  slorm.  Geoeial  Brown  was  ordered  to  concentrate  eH 
troops  from  the  west  of  the  central  district  at  Sedalia,  lo  notify  the  citizens,  guards,  and  see 
that  neither  they  nor  their  arms  were  exposed  to  capture. 

On  the  24th  Shelby  was  reported  sontfi  of  Pilot  Knob,  moving  toward  Farmington  with 
five  lionsand  men  and  tonr  pieces  of  artillery.  General  Ewing  was  ordered  to  eoneontrate 
the  troops  in  tiie  southern  -pari  of  his  district  at  Pilot  Knob  and  Cape  Girardeau,  and  to 
verify  the  accuracy  pf  this  report,  which  proved  true.  On  the  26th  General  A.  J.  Smith, 
with  two  of  his  brigades,  was  ordered  to  a  point  on  the  Iron  Mountwn  railroad,  as  far  towards 
Pilot  Knob  as  he  deemed  compatiblo  with  certainty  that  his  position  would  not  be  turned 
and  the  enemy  get  between  him  and  St.  Louis.  On  the  day  before  Sanborn  had  orders  to 
move,  with  all  his  mounted  force,  to  Eolla,  it  having  become  evident  that  the  enemy  would 
not  probably  strike  west  of  that  point.  ITie  safety  of  St,  Louis  was  vital  to  us.  I  there- 
fore telegraphed  Brigadier  General  H.  E,  Paine,  commanding  in  IDinois,  who  promised  me 
assistance  trom  some  regiments  of  returning  "hundred-day  volunteeis,"  who,  though  they 
had  already  served  beyond  their  time,  generously  consented  to  come  for  the  defence  of  the 
city.  The  enrolled  militaa  of  St..  Louis,  though  bnt  skeleton  regimouts,  wore  called  out,  and 
the  ciliKenB  also  requested  to  organize  and  arm.  General  Ewing  was  sent  lo  Pilot  Knob,  with 
directions  to  use  his  utmost  esertions  to  find  out  whether  any  more  than  Shelby's  division 
was  in  southeast  Missouri,  and  to  that  end  to  hold  Pilot  Knob  natal  he  was  certain.  With 
a  soldierly  cofliprehensionof  the  importance  of  his  duties,  while  reporting  the  enirent  rumors 
of  the  advance  of  Price  with  his  whole  fbrce,  he  expressed  his  doubts  and  held  his  position 
until  the  2Tth,  when  lie  sustained  a  terrific  assault  in  Fort  Davidson,  a  small  field-work  in 
the  valley,  surrounded  by  hills  witfain  cannon  range,  which  he  held  with  about  1,000  men, 
one-haJf  raw  troops,  est*olishing  beyond  quesdon  the  presence  of  all  Price's  command  in 
that  quarter.  He  gloriously  repulsed  them,  killing  and  wounding  some  1,500  of  the  enemy, 
and  lost  only  SJ8  fcUled  and  56  wounded,  as  appears  from  hia  report  herewith. 

While  Ewing's  fight  wa?  going  on  Shelby  advanced  to  Potoai,  and  thence  to  Big  Eiver 
bridge,  threatening  General  Smith's  advance,  which  withdrew  from  that  point  lo  within  safer 
supporting  distance  of  his  main  position  at  De  Soto.  Previous  to  and  pending  these  events 
the  guerilla  warfare  in  north  Misaonri  had  been  waging  with  redoubled  fnry.  Eebel  agents, 
amnesty  oath-takers,  recruils,  "  sympalhiKers,"  O.  A.  K.'s,  and  traitors  of  eveiy  hue  and 
stripe  had  warmed  into  life  at  the  approach  of  the  great  invasion.  Women's  fingers  were 
busy  making  clothes  for  rebel  soldiers  out  of  goods  plundered  by  the  guerillas ;  women's 
tongues  were  busy  telling  Union  neighbors  "  iheir  lime  kiis  note  comisg."  General  Fiab, 
with  all  hia  force,  had  been  scouring  the  bush  tor  weeks  in  the  river  counties  in  pursuit  oi 
hostile  bands,  composed  largely  of  recruits  from  among  that  class  of  inhabitants  who  cl^m 
protection,  yet  decline  to  perform  the  full  duties  of  dtizena,  on  the  ground  thall  they  "  never 
tnck  no  sides."  A  few  facts  will  convey  some  idea  of  this  warfare  carried  on  by  confederate 
agents  hei'e,  while  the  agents  abroad  of  their  bloody  and  hypocritical  despotism — Mason, 
Slidell,  and  Mann,  in  Europe— have  the  eflronfeiy  to  tell  the  nations  of  Christendom  oui' 
government  "carries  on  the  wia:  with  increasing  ferocity,  regardless  of  the  laws  of  civilized 
warfare."  These  gangs  of  rebels,  whose  families  had  been  living  in  peace  among  theh  loyal 
neighbors,  committed  Uie  most  cold  blooded  and  diabolical  murders,  such  as  riding  up  lo  a 
farm-bouse,  asking  for  water,  and  while  receiving  it  shooting  down  the  giver,  an  aged,  iuof- 


S  (t 


./Google 


114  ROHECHANS'S    OAMPAIGNK. 

feasive  farmer,  because  he  was  a  radical  "Union,  man."  In  the  single  sub-dlstriet  of  Mini- 
ico  the  commftodiug  of&eer  fumiahed  a  list  of  near  one  hundred  .Union  men  who,  in  the 
course  of  six  weeks,  had  been  killed,  maimed,  or  '■  Taaof!,"  because  tbej  toere  "  radical  Union 
men"  or  d d.  abolitionists.  Abont  the  1st  of  September  Audefsou's  gang  attacked  a  rail- 
road ti'ain  on  the  north  Missouri  road,  took  from  it  twenty-two  unarmed  Bd.dieis,  many  on 
^ck  leave,  and,  after  robbing,  placed  them  in  a  row  and  shot  them  in  cold  blood,  some  of 
the  bodies  they  scaJped,  and  pnt  others  across  the  track  and  run  the  engine  over  them,  On 
the  ^th  this  gang,  with  numbers  eivollen  to  three  or  four  hundred  men,  attacked  M^or  John- 
son, with  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  of  the  39th  Missouri  volunteer  infaatir,  raw 
recruits,  and  after  stampeding-  thmr  horses  shot  every  man,  most  of  them  in  cold  blood.  An- 
derson, a  few  days  l^er,  was  recognized  by  General  Price,  at  Eooneville,  as  a  confederate 
captain,  and,  with  a  verba!  admonition  to  behave  himself,  ordered  by  Colonel  Maclane,  chief 
of  Phcb'b  staff,  to  proceed  to  north  Missouri  and  destroy  the  raihoads,  i'lvhich  orders 
were  found  on  the  miscreant  whco  killed  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cox,  about  the  27th  of 
October,. 

Oq  the  38th,  when  infonnation  of  Ewing's  fight  and  Price's  presence  at  Pilot  Knob  came 
to  hand,  General  Smith,  discovcriug  the  enemy  on  his  front  moving  to  west  and  north,  in 
pnrsitance  of  his  oiders  to  hold  the  most  advanced  position  compatible  with  the  certainty  of 
Keeping  between  the  enemy  and  St.  Xiouis,  determined  to  leave  De  Soto  and  retire  behind  the 
Merameo,  a  stream  which,  at  from  10  to  15  miles  south  of  St.  Louis,  oSei-ed  considerable  ob- 
stacles to  the  passage  of  a  bosme  force  with  wagons  aJid  artillery. 

General  Ewing,  finding  Marmaduke's  and  Fa  gen's  rebel  divislona  before  him,  and  his  posi- 
tion commanded  by  a  numerically  superior  artiUery,  acting  on  aureestions  made  when  dis- 
onssin?  with  him  the  possibilities  of  the  positjon,  on  the  ni^ht  of  lie  27th  spiked  his  heavy 
guns,  blew  up  the  magaEine,  ammnnition,  and  supplies,  and  with  the  field  buttery  and  re- 
mains of  his  command  retreated  through  the  hills  towards  the  Meramee  valley,  hoping  to  reach 
a  point  on  the  railroad  from  whence  he  could  move  to  St.  Louis,  but,  as  will  he  seen  from 
bis  report,  the  enemy  pureaed  him,  harassed  his  rear  on  the  march,  which  ho  directed  along 
a  ridge  where  the  enemy  could'  not  flank  him,  and  overtook  him  near  Harrison's  Station, 
where,  seiaing  and  extending  the  temporary  defences  constructed  by  the  militia,  he  displayed 
such  vigor  that,  afier  harassing  him  for  3S  hours  and  making  several  attacks,  on  the  ap- 
proach of  a  detachment  of  Sanborn's  cavaliy  the  rebels  left  him,  and  he  escaped  with  all  Ms 
command  to  Bolla. 

The  enemy's  strength  and  position  thus  developed,  my  first  business  was  to  secure  the 
points  he  best  would  strike — St.  Louis,  Jefferson  City,  and  Rolla.  General  Smith's  4,500 
jnfantry  and  the  mounted  force  we  could  raise,  the  7th  Kansas,  just  in  fium  Memphis,  part  of 
the  I3tli  Missouri  volunteer  cavahy,  Colonel  Cutherwood,  and  the  recruits  of  Merrill's  horse, 
hastily  mounted  and  organized,  a  total  of  1,500  men,  were  all  the  force  e  co  ili  pla  «  be- 
tween fet  Louis  and  an  invading  army  of  at  least  15,000  mounted  men,  h  se  ad  an  e  as 
withm  a.  day's  march  of  the  city.  Meanwhiie  Brigadier  General  Pike  ably  seconded  1  y 
Generals  Wolf  and  Miller,  of  the  East  Missouri  militia,  had  assembled  and  a  med  keletons 
of  the  1st,  Hd,  3d,  5th,  Cth,  Tth,  lOtb,  llth,  l.^th,  and  52d  regiments  ot  em  lied  m  1  a. 
The  mayor  and  others,  nnder  the  direction  of  the  Honii  B.  Grata  Brown  and  Mayo  Lele  - 
gerber,  organized  the  citizens  exempt  fi^immili^a  duty,  who  volunteered  fo  the  lefence  of 
the  citj,  into  companies  and  regiments,  numbering  by  the  30th  Home  fou  o  five  tl  ouaand 
men.  Tile  13ad,  i34th,  I38tli,  140lh,  and']4sid  Illinois  hundied-day  voluntoeis  also  began 
to  arrive  on  the  30th,  and  were  all  in  by  October  1,  and  formed  into  a  brigade,  under  Colonel 
Wanglein,  for  the  immediate  defence  of  the  city,  beyond  which  tbey  did  not  wisli  to  serve, 
8:8  all  of  them  were  out  over  time  and  many  having  desirable  offers  as  substitutes. 

The  enemy  moving  up  by  Potosi,  seamed  to  halt  at  Eiehwoods,  about  40  miles  southwest 
of  St.  Louis,  in  the  Bills  Between  Big  River  and  cho  Meramee,  as  if  concentrating  for  an  at- 
tack on  the  city.  This  appeared  the  moio  possible  &om  the  magnitude  of  his  interest  in  it, 
and  the  fact  that  he  did  not  show  much  lOi-ce  in  the  Meramee  Vfuley,  even  on  the  30tb.  On 
that  day  Major  General  Smi^  was  ordered  to  occupy  Kirkwood,  which  commands  the  Bich- 
wdod  road  and  crossing  uf  the  Meramee  to  St.  Louis,  bis  cavah?  to  reconnoiti'o  south  and 
west.  Colonel  Merrill  going  as  far  as  li'ranklin. 

General  I'isfc,  previously  ordered  to  join  General  Brown,  with  all  his  available  force, 
reached  and  reported  fiom  Jeffei'son  City  to-day.  At  the  close  of  it  news  came  that  a  brig- 
ade of  i-ebel  cavalry  had  bnmed  the  Moselle  bridge,  and  were  moving  norih  towards  Frank- 
lin. Geueial  Smith  was  oidered  to  send  a  brigade  of  infimtry  to  support  ihe  cavalry  at  that 
point,  and  on  the  1st  of  October  Colonel  Wolfe,  with  hia  brigade,  reached  Fraoklin,  and 
aflorasbaip  skirmish  drove  the  enemy  from  tbe  place,  but  not  until  he  had  burned  the  depot. 
The  rebels  were  now  apparently  at  bay.  With  1,&U0  cavalry  and  4,500  infantry,  General 
Smith  was  not  in  condirion  tu  attempt  offensive  movements  against  a  force  of  15,000  veteran 
mounted  rebe.s,  who  could  reacli  St.  Louis  from  any  point  iu  the  Meramee  vall^,  where  he 
might  confront  iheui  in  lialf  the  time  it  would  take  hia  inl'autry  to  reach  it.  Our  obvious 
policy,  under  these 'circumslaaces,  was  to  keep  as  close  as  possible  to  tho  enemy,  without 
risking  St.  Louis,  until  General  Mower's  command  sbould  arrive  from  Arkansas,  or  at  least 
webeable  to  join  to  Smith's  our  mounted  fortes  at  Kolhi.    Every  hour's  delay  of  tho  enemy 
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iu  tiiH  Meiflmee  Tiillny  brocght  Mower  nparei-  end  increaBed  ouv  chaaces  of  atrikine-  Mm,  hh- 
it  did  the  Becuritj  of  Jefferson  City.  On  (he  9d  the  enemj  ivas  reported  maaaiiig-  in  the  vi- 
eiaity  of  Union,  on  the  road  either  to  Joffersoa  City  or  Eolla  and  Gfeaeral  Smith  was  ordered 
to  Franklin ;  but  as  the  enemy's  movementa  s.ppeared  to  tend  westwfiTd,  on  the  3d  Oenerat 
Smilli  nas  advanced  to  Gray's  aitnunit,  and  General  Pike  moved  to  FrankHu.  On  the  4th, 
General  Smith  pushed  his  cavalry  towariSs  the  Oaeconade,  advanced  his  infantry  to  Union, 
followed  tip  by  General  Pike's  militia.  On  the  5th  Price's  command  took  Herman,  bnrned 
the  Gasconade  bridge,  and  was  ccossiag  that  stream  at  the  old  State  rond  ford.  General 
Smitb  followed  him.  GJeoeral  Mower  reported  his  arrival  at  Girai'deau,  out  of  supplies,  his 
teams  worn  down,  part  of  his  cavalry  disuionnted,  and  many  horses  unshod.  Tiansports 
and  supply-boats  were  at  once  despatched,  and  on  the  Sth  and  9th  his  command  reached  St. 
Louis,  from  whence  the  infantry  was  pushed  forward  by  water,  as  rapidly  as  the  tow  stage  of 
the  river  would  permit,  to  Join  General  Smith,  The  cavalry  under  Winslow  reshod  and 
staited  by  land  from  St.  Louis  ou  Uie  10th  towards  Jefferson  City,  which  point  it  reached 
on  the  loth  instant,  one  day  in  advance  of  Ihe  infantry. 

On  the  6th  the  enemy  began  crossing  the  Osage  at  Castle  Eocfc,  and  one  or  two  other 
fords,  under  cover  of  Lis  artilleiy,  opposed  by  Colonel  Phillips  with  the  available  cavalry  at 
Jefferson  City,    While  thus  engaged,  Generals  McNeill  and  Sanborn  reached  Jefferson  City 
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organized  twelve-months  men,  with  a  few  citizens  and  militia.  As  this  force,  though  capa- 
ble of  giving  a  strong  battle  behind  jnlrenchmants,  waa  not  very  formidable  to  a«t  offen- 
sively agttinst  a  veteran  force  like  that  of  the  enemy,  it  was  decided  by  General  Fisk,  the 
other  three  generals  concurring,  to  oppose  a  moderate  re.?iBtaiice  to  the  enemy's  advance 
across  the  Moreau,  a  small  stream  with  muddy  hanks  and  had  bottom,  fonr  or  Rye  miles  east 
of  the  city,  and  then  to  retire  and  receive  his  attack  at  the  defensive  line,  which  with  indus- 
try and  good  judgment  had  been  prepared  by  the  entire  laboring  force,  civil  and  military,  at 
Jefierson  City.  The  enemy  burned  the  Osage  bridge  "and  crossed  the  river  on  the  6th.  On 
the  7th  he  advanced  on  the  city,  crossed  the  Moreau  after  shafp  fighting,  and  developed  a 
line  of  battle  three  or  four  miles  long,  east,  south,  and  west  of  the  place.  But  after  recon- 
noitring ita  apparently  formidable  iutrenchments,  warned  by  bis  Pilot  Knob  experience  in 
storming  earthworks,  he  declined  attacking,  and  passing  his  train  in  the  rear,  moved  around, 
massing  on  the  west,  and  finally  retiring.  On  the  Sth  General  Pleasonton,  on  Ms  arrival  at 
Jefferson,  under  orders  to  assume  command,  despatched  General  Sanborn  with  all  the  avail- 
able cavalry — 4,100  man — (o  follow  and  harass  the  enemy  until  General  Smith's  command 
could  come  up.  General  Smith  was  informed  of  the  rebel  fiulure  at  Jefferson,  and  directed 
to  move  by  the  most  expeditious  route  to  that  place,  where  Mower's  infantry  were  to  join 
and  the  cavalry  overtake  him.  He  was  to  send  all  his  cavalry  under  Colonel  Cntberwood 
in  advance,  1*1  report  to  Pleasonton,  who,  on  its  arrival,  was  to  join  Sanborn's,  and  assume 
direction  of  the  provisional  cavalry  division.  Thus  formed.  General  Pike,  with  his  militia, 
ivaa  charged  with  the  control  of  the  country  and  the  delences  of  oar  line  of  communication 
from  St.  Louis  to  Jefferson  City,  Sanborn  followed  the  rebels,  attacked  their  rear  guard  at 
Versailles,  where  it  was  uncertain  what  course  they  would  lake,  found  they  were  going 
north  towards  Booneville,  follow^ed  and  drove  them  into  line  of  battle  near  that  place,  and 
when  he  found  himself  nearly  enveloped  by  their  entire  aimy,  fell  back  out  of  their'reaeh 
to  meet  Cutherwood's  command  and  his  provisions,  both  of  which  arrived  at  California  on  the 
nth. 

The  enemy  taking  advantage  of  (his,  crossed  the  Lamine  at  Scott's  and  Dug's  fords  and 
moved  north  towards  Arrow  Kock, 

Sanborn  immediately  followed  ttiis  movement  by  Georgetown  bridge,  keeping  between  the 
Paciflo  railroad  and  the  line  of  the  enemy's  march,  and  holding  the  line  of  the  Blactwater, 
a  western  tributary  of  the  Lamine,  while  Price,  crossing  a  part  of  Shelhy's  command  at  Ar- 
row Rock,  on  the  Booneville  ferry-boat,  to  the  north  side  of  the  river,  advanced  on  Glasgow, 
which  he  captured,  after  a  seven  hours'  fight,  with  a  part  of  Colonel  Harding's  regiment, 
43d  Missouri  volunteer  infantry,  and  small  detachments  of  the  9th  Missouri  State  mihtia  and 
17th  Illinois  cavalry.  On  the  17th  our  cavalry,  following  his  westward  movement,  keeping 
south  of  without  presaine  Mm.  unffl  General  Smith's  end  Mower's  troops  could  be  brought  up, 
kept  the  line  of  the  Blackwater,  and  on  the  17th  reported  themselves  out  of  supplies  and  the 
enemy  between  Marshall  and  Waverly. 

On  the  17th  Mower's  infantry,  except  two  small  rerimenls,  arrived  at  Jeiferson  City  and 
went  at  once  by  rail  to  Lamine  bridge  to  join  General  Smith,  who,  passing  Jefferson  by  land 
ou  the  14th,  had  followed  the  cavaliy  movement  to  that  point,  taking  charge  of  the  supplies, 
which,  in  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  the  bridge  by  the  rebels,  could  go  by  rail  no 
further.  Winslow's  cavalry  marching,  reached  Jefferson,  the  advance  20  mifes  beyond  at 
California,  on  the  16th,  and  was  ordered  to  join  General  Pleasonton  without  delay. 

On  the  I8th  General  Smith  was  ordered  to  move  to  Ihinksburg,  near  the  cavalry  head- 


quarters, taking  five  days'  rations  and  leaving  minimum  ganisons  to  guard  and  handle  stores 
at  Sedalia  and  Lsiiiiine  bridge.     The  19th  found  this  movement  accomplished ;  the  cavalry 
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witii  its  centre  nenr  Cook's  store,  its  right  bebind  the  Blackivnter,  and  its  left  ueav  Kirk- 
patriek's  mills,  towards  Waireusburg. 

The  enamy  apparently  tesitalect  in  the  vicinity  of  Marsiiall,  as  if  uiicertaiii  whether  to  go 
west  or  double  on  his  tracks  between  Sedalia  and  Jeifersou,  but  onv  cavalry  advance  receil- 
ing  a  few  miles  to-meet  supplies  and  concentrate,  on  the  17th,  and  18th,  seemed  to  decide  his 
movementB  towards  Lexington,  where  General  Curtis  telegraphed  me,  on  the  19tb,  the  head 
of  Mb  column  had  arrived,  General  Blunt,  after  a  sharp  skinniBh,  retiring  towards  Independ- 
ence. I  informed  Generij.  Cnrtis  of  our  position ;  ttiat  our  troops  loported  Price  near  Wa- 
verly ;  advjaed  ihat  Blunt  check  his  advance  at  Wellington,  and  as  soon  as  we  were  sure  his 
main  force  was  moving  on  Lexington  we  would  endeavor  by  a  forced  march  to  stiike  him  in 
the  flank.  To  nseertain  Price's  real  intentions  General  Pleasonton  was  dlrecied  to  make  a 
strong  reconnoissanee  towards  Waverly.  The  results  of  this  reached  me  on  the  morning  of 
the  25th,  and  Pleasonton  was  directed  at  once  to  push  the  centre  of  his  cavalry  to  Lesington, 
and  General  Smith  with  his  intantiy  to  support. the  movement.  At?  p.  m.  Fleasonton 
reported  the  enemy  had  ieft  Lexington,  going  west,  and  McNeill  and  Sanborn  entedng  the 
town.  October  SI  our  cavalry  advance  followed  ijie  enemy  to  Fire  Creek,  jpr^ie.  Brown's 
and  Winslow's  bilgades  reaching  Lexington  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.  and  the  infantry  at  9  p.  m. 
of  the  same  day.  General  Curtis  also  voported  a  fight  with  the  enemy's  euljre  force  at  the 
Little  Blue,  iiom  10  a.  m.  to  8  p.  m.,  and  that  to  prevent  being  flanked  he  should  retire  to 
the  Big  Blue,  whore  his  miKtia  and  artillery  were  in  strong  position.  Supposing  the  enemy 
could  not  cross  the  Big  Blue  in  the  face  of  Cuitia,  I  despatched  General  Pleosonlwn  my  belief 
that  he  would  move  south,  and  that  while  McNeill's  brigade  should  harass  his  rear,  he,  witJithe 
other  throe  brigades,  should  move  towards  Lone  Jack,  near  which  would  be  General  Smith's 
infantry,  now  marching  from  Lexington  to  Chapel  Hill.  At  10  o'clock  p.  m.  a  despatehfrom 
Pleasonton  informed  me  of  the  receipt  of  these  conditional  orders,  and  that  the  enemy  in  full 
force  was  moving  far  to  the  west,  followed  by  his  cavalry.  October  22  Pleasonton's  cav- 
alry reacbed  the  Little  Blue  at  10  a.  m.,  found  the  bridge  destroyed  ;  a  temporary  one  was 
constructed,  the  enemy's  skirmishers  driven,  the  command  crossed,  when  the  enemy  opened 
with  arUllery  and  was  steadily  driven  towards  Independence,  which  place  was  taken  by  a 
brilliant  cavali'y  charge,  in  which  Catherwood's  regiment  captured  two  guns  complete,  near 
a  hundred  prisoners  fell  into  our  hands,  and  our  troops  pushed  the  enemy's  rear  guaid  all 
night.  At  8  p.  m.  Pleasonton  reports:  "  All  ray  brigades  have  been  engaged.  The  enemy 
have  left  40  killed  and  many  sick  and  wounded  in  my  hands.  Heard  nothing  from  Curtis. 
If  Smith  can  come  up  in  case  we  get  a  tight,  it  will  be  well.  Have  Bent  McNeill's  brigade  to 
Little  Santa  Fe.  Pnce  is  reported  intrenched  this  side  of  the  Big  Blue.  Fighting  still  going 
on  with  an  obstinate  rear  guard.  Let  Smith  come  to  this  place."  Beluutautly  General 
Smith  was  despatched  to  move  to  Independence  as  requested,  the  messenger  reaching  bin)  at 
Chapel  Hill  as  he  was  putting  his  colnmn  in  motion  to  march  there  in  response  to  a  dii'ect 
message  from  General  Pleasonton  advising  him  of  the  posture  of  affairs. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d  Pleasonton  began  to  move  on  the  enemy  at  the  crossing  of  the 
Big  Blue,  where  the  fight  opened  at  7  a.  m.  and  continued  until  1  p.  m.,  when  Shelby,  who 
had  been  fighting  General  Curtis's  command,  finding  Marmaduke  and  Fagan  were  giving 
way,  turned  oa  Pleasonton  and  "for  a  moment  shook  Sanborn's  brigade,"  but  by  the  skil- 
ful nae,  of  Thurben's  battei7,  throwing  double-shotted  grape  and  canister,  and  the  gallant 
charging  of  our  troops,  they  were  routed  and  fled  southward,  pushed  by  Generals  Pleasonton 
and  Curtis  that  night  beyond  Little  Santa  Fe. 

General  Smith's  command,  arriving  at  Independence  at  5  p.  m.,  was  ordeied  to  move  that 
night  by  a  forced  march  to  Hickman's  mills,  hoping  it  would  strike  the  enemy  in  flank 
while  passing  that  point.  Had  he  been  ordered  and  marched  for  that  point  instecid  of  Inde- 
pendence the  day  before.  General  Smith  would  liave  arrived  in  time  to  strike  the  enemy's 
compact  columns  and  train  with  nine  thousand  infantry  and  five  batteries,  but  it  was  too 
late.  He  did  not  reach  the  mill  un^l  long  after  not  only  the  enemy's  but  onr  own  columns 
had  passed  there. 

News  irom  the  cavaliy  fronts  during  the  night  showed  that  nothing  remtuned  but  to  push 
the  enemy  with  our  cavalry;  allowing  the  infantry  to  follow  as  best  it  could,  to  act  as 
Buijport  incaseof  possible  reverse  to  us,  or  re-enforcements  which  were  onrrentiy  reported  on 
their  way  to  meet  the  enemy. 

On  the  24th,  with  the  Kansas  troops  in  advance  we  pursued  tlie  enemy  until  within  fifteen 
milesof  the  Trading  Post,  where,  at  General  Curtis's  request,  General  Pleasonton's  command 
took  the  lead,  and  at  the  end  of  sixty  miles  march  overlook  the  rebels  about  midnight  at  tho 
Marias-de^-Cygnes,  began  skirmiahing,  and  on  the  26th  at  4  a.m.  opened  npon  their  bivouac 
with  artillery,  creating  the  greatest  consternation,  following  it  up  by  an  attack  which  drove 
them  promptly  from  the  field,  leaving  in  our  hands  horses,  mules,  wagons,  arms,  and  some 
prisoners.  Our  troops  followed  them  in  a  running  fight  until  2  o'clock  p.  m,,  when  they 
came  up  with  them  at  the  Little  Osage,  crossing  in  portion  with  eight  pieces  of  artillery  on 
their  line  of  battle.  With  the  instinct  of  a  true  cavalry  general,  Pleasonton  immediately 
ordered  an  attack  by  Benteen  and  Phillips'  sbiigodes,  which  by  a  magniScent  charge  com- 
pletely routed  them,  capturing  eight  guns,  two  stands  of  colors,  Major  General  Marmaduke, 


■/Google 


KOSECHANSS  CAMPAIGNS.  117 

Brigadier  Genei'aJ  Cubeli,  Ato  colonela,  otlier  officers,  and  near  one  thousand  Brisonei's,  be- 
sides wagons,  small-arms,  &c.  Sanborn's  brig^e,  vliich  was  a  mile  and  a  baff  behind,  and 
the  Kansas  boons,  still  further  in  rear,  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  battle,  but 
Sanboi'n's  brigade  led  in  the  pm.'euit  of  the  routed  enemy,  overtook  tbem  at  a  small  stieam  - 
a  few  mUea  beyond  the  battle-groun3,  charged  them  in  the  timber,  drove  them  across  it  into 
the  open  prairie,  where  they  formed  in  order  of  battle,  three  lines  deep.  Bat  such  was  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  men  of  tliiB  bri^e  when  the?  reached  the  edge  of  the  wood  and  saw  this 
triple  line,  they  charged  it  without  orders,  knocked  it  in  pieces  and  chased  the  fneitives  until 
night  closed  the  pursuit  and  the  euemy  fled  under  coTer  of  the  darkness  towards  the  Arkansaa 
border.  Besides  the  wagons  captured  during  this  day  at  the  Madaa-flea-Cygnea,  on  the 
way  to  and  at  the  Little  Osage,  the  enemy  had  destroyed  many,  including  ammunition 
wagons,  and  for  twenty-fivo  or  thirty  miles  b^ond  the  Osage  balile-fielfl  their  route  waa 
strewn  with  debris  of  burning  w^na  and  other  properly,  Pleasonton's  cavalry  had  now 
beea  iu  motion  almost  (lay  and  ni^t  for  sis  days,  duruig  which  it  had  marched  at  least  204 
miles  and  fought  four  battles.  It  waa  pretty  well  eihanated  and  broken  down,  and  went 
info  Fort  Scott  that  night  for  food  and  a  little  rest.  He  reported  to  me  the  resalts  of  his 
day's  work;  that  the  enemy  was  going  at  his  utmost,  and  his  own  troops  were  so  broken 
doHrn  it  would  be  Impossible  without  fiesh  horses  lo  strike  the  enemy  anothei'  great  blow  this 
side  of  the  Arkansaa,  and  recommended  that  Generals  Sanborn  and  McNeill  follow  to  support 
CutUb'b  troops  in  pursuit  ao  long  as  there  waa  any  proapect  of  damoi^ngthe  enemy,  and  then 
return  to  Springfield  and  Eolla. 

On  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  enemy's  rout,  General  Smith,  wb<^e  command  was  out 
of  provisions,  waa  directed  to  move  to  HaiTisonville,  and  thence  get  supplies  from  Warrens- 
burg,  where  100  wagons  were  waiting  with  provisions  for  oui'  command,  sending  thirty 
thousand  rations  to  the  cavalry.  Further  reports  of  the  enemy's  condition  satisfied  me  there 
would  be  no  use  of  breaking  down  any  more  of  our  horses,  since  General  Curtis,  whose 
cavalry  horses  wore  fresher  than  ours,  supported  by  .Sanborn  and  McNeill,  on  their  way 
down  the  State  line,  would  be  more  than  ample  to  deal  with  any  resistance  Price's  command 
would  offer  this  side  of  the  Arkansas. 

Orders  were  accordingly  given,  and  General  Pleasonton  returned,  with  Phillips's  brigade,  the 
cannon  and  part  of  the  prisoners,  to  Warrensbnrg.  The  Kansas  troops  and  Benteen's  brigade 
pursued  the  enemy's,  flying  columns,  a  part  of  whom  made  their  last  stand  at  Newlonia, 
Missouri,  where  General  Blunt  overtook  and  attacked  them  on  the  28th,  but  was  being 
worsted  when  Sanborn,  having  inarched  102  miles  in  36  hours,  arrived  in  time  to  save  the 
day.  The  enemy  fled,  making  no  further  stand  this  side  of  the  Arkansas.  In  a  country 
destitute  of  food  for  man  and  beast,  five  times  defeated,  pursued  four  or  five  hundred  miles, 
with  loss  of  nearly  all  their  artillery,  ammunition  and  baggage  tr^na,  demoralization  and 
destitution  and  want  of  supplies,  wQuld  the  rebels  reeross  the  Arkansas — supplies  at  the  lisk 
of  falUng  into  the  hands  ol  Thayer's  forces  or  Steele's  cavalry,  and,  if  allowed,  would  almost 
disintegrate  and  disband  them  on  the  way  thither. 

General  CurlJs  thought  pushing  them  was  best,  and  accordingly  followed,  although  he 
did  not  again  overtake  them.  At  his  itrgent  instance,  gainst  my  own  judgment  as  well  as 
that  of  Generals  Snnhom  and  McNeill,  fpushed  their  two  brigades  down  to  the  Arkansas 
border,  whence  Sanborn  sent  an  advance  to  Fort  Smith,  reaching  there  on  the  morning 
of  the  8tli,  to  notify  General  Thayer  of  the  enemy's  desperate  condition,  and  the  direction 
be  had  taken  from  Cane  Hill,  towards  the  Indian  nation,  between  Fort  Smith  and  Fort 
Gibson.  Meanwhile,  at  Sherman's  request,  followed  hy  orders  from  the  general,  in-chiaf,  I 
directed  Major  General  A.  J.  Smith  to  move  his  command  by  the  moat  expeditious  route  to 
the  Mississippi,  in  the  vicinity  of  St,  Louis,  there  to  embark  and  proceed  to  Nashville,  and 
report  tfl  MTajor  General  George  H,  Thomas.  On  the  3d  of  November  I  returned  t*  St. 
Louia,  to  be  there  during  the  election,  and  on  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  enemy  having 
crossed  the  Arkansas,  directed  the  cavalry  to  repair  to  their  respective  districts,  and  Wins- 
low's  cavahy  to  move  by  the  best  route,  and  join  General  Thomas  at  Nashville. 

In  entering  into  details,  I  have  aimed  to  give  the  general  commanding  a  sort  of  military 
photograph  of  our  daily  condition  and  movements,  as  well  for  his  critical  judgment  as  for 
history,  omitting  events  of  whatever  magnitude  not  having  a  bearing  on  our  movements, 
and  most  of  the  minor  ones  which  did  enter  into  their  determination.  I  trust  that  the  pi'e- 
cauljons  taken  in  advance  of  Piice's  movements,  the  preparations  before  we  knew  where  be 
was  coming,  the  means  taken  to  secure  our  most  important  points,  and  occupy  him  until  we 
c:ouId  concentrate  the  forces  to  strike  him  with  a  cett^nty  of  success,  outweighing  any 
damage  be  could  meanwhile  do  us;  the  enei^  and  activity  in  concentration,  vigor  in  pur- 
suit, and  fiery  gallantry  of  our  troops  in  battle,  will  receive  the  approbation  of  the  general 
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watching,  marching,  and  fighting,  wlienever  and  wherever  opportunity  ol 
aid,  in  holding  our  depots  and  supporting  our  mounted  force,  we  have  saved  all  our  import- 
ant posts,  and  most  of  the  country  from  pillage,  except  a  belt  of  some  twenty  miles  wide 
along  the  route  of  the  invasion ;  and  with  less  than  seven  thousand  effective  cavalry  have 
pursued,  overtaken,  beaten  in  seveinl  engagements,  and  finally  1'ou.ted,  an  invading  cavalry, 
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vavioiialj  estimatpd  at  from  15,000  fo  SG,OCO  mec,  re-enforoed  by  eix  tlionsniid  armed  reeniits 
from  Missouri,  taken  from  them  ten  pitcea  of  anHterg,  two  stands  of  colors,  1,958  prisoners 
of  wai',  a  large  nnmbei'  of  horses,  mules,  wagons,  aniS  ssiall-iirms,  compelled  them  to  destroy 
most  of  their  lemaining  'WBgou  trains  and  piander,  btitsted  all  the  polidcal  acheoies  of  tbe 
rebels  and  traitovs  who  concerted  witli  Price  to  revolutiomae  Missouri,  destroy  Kansas,  and 
tnrn  tJie  State  and  prraidential  eleetioDB  against  the  Union  cause;  and  by  our  trmmph  in  the 
late  elections  bave  given  to  galknt  and  snUering  Missouri  the  fiurest  prospect  she  has  ever 
yet  seen  of  future  ireedom,  peace,  and  prosperity — all  the  fruit  of  a  camptugD  of  48  <Iays,  in 
■which  most  of  our  victoriuus  troops  had  never  before  seen  a  great  cavalry  battle.  Karely 
during  this  or  any  war  hns  cavalry  displayed  more  perseveiing  enei^  in  pnreuit,  more  im- 
petuous courage  and  gallantry  in  attacking,  regardless  of  eupeiior  numbers,  or  bad  its  efforts 
erowned  with  zreater  fmits  of  success.  While  paying  a  just  tribute  of  thanks  to  all  the 
ofBcers  and  soldiers  of  the  caTslr  j,  artillery,  infantry,  militia  and  citizen  guards,  who  serred 
dnring  liie  raid,  for  their  prompt  and  cheerful  obedience  to  ail  orders,  whether  to  labor, 
march,  or  flght,  I  orast  reler  the  aocompaajing  reports  of  their  commanders  for  special  men- 
tions of  individual  gallantry. 

M^or  General  Pleasoutfln  deserves  the  thanks  of  the  country  for  the  able  manner  in  which, 
he  bandied  and  fought  the  cavalry,  and  the  brilliant  and  fruitful  victonea  be  won  over  triple 
Ills  own  force.  I  hope  he  may  receive  promolion  in  ilie  regular  army.  Major  General  A.  J. 
Smith  deserves  thanks  for  promptitude,  energy  and  perseverance  in  ell  his  movemenls,  and 
for  die  good  judgment  displayed  in  his  campaign.  Nor  must  I  omit  a  tribute  of  admiiation 
to  those  brave  and  true  soldiers  who,  tiuder  Mower,  followed  Price  from  Arkansas,  marching 
300  miles  in  18  days,  and  after  going  by  boat  from  Cape  IJiraideau  to  Jefferaon  City,  resumed 
the  pursuit,  oiarchioB;  another  iimri£  a!'4<itj  miles  before  ihey  embarked  for  Nashville  to  take 
part  in  the  not  doubtful  contest  before  that  city  for  the  masteiy  of  Middle  Tennessee.  The  dis- 
trict conimanders  all  deserve  my  thanks  for  prompt  and  cordial  co-operation  in  all  measures 
precantiona)7  and  preparatory  for  the  raid. 

General  Ewing  deserves  apeeial  mention  for  military  judgment,  coorage,  and  gallantry  in 
holding  Pilot  Knob  till  he  had  certainty  of  the  enemy's  force,  as  well  as  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  withdrew  his  troops  to  Rotta. 

General  McNeill,  for  promptitude  and  energy  in  putting  Eolla  in  a  state  of  defence,  and  for 
moving  with  all  his  force  to  Jefferson  City  in  time  to  succor  it. 

Gaueial  Fisk,  for  the  prompt  and  checrfal  discharge  of  very  trying  admin iatrative  duties, 
and  for  the  energy  and  good  sense  in  prepailng  the  defence  of  JeSerson  City,  as  in  the 
subsequent  repair  of  LMuine  bridge. 

General  Brown  displayed  energy  and  good  sense  in  preparing  the  city  fox  a  good  defence ; 
and  General  Sanborn,  for  vigilance,  energy,  and  soldierly  judgment,  while  commanding  the 
cavalry  advance  between  Jefferson  City  and  Dtmksbnry,  as  well  as  throughout  the  cam- 
paign. Colonel  J.  V.  Dn  Bois,  A.  D.  0.,  chief  of  staff;  Captain  Henry,  assistant  qnarter- 
mast«r  of  General  Steele's  staff,  volunteer  quartermaster  in  the  field;  Captain  G.  SauU,  chief 
commissaij  surgeon;  P.  V.  Schenck,  medical  director  in  the  field;  Captain  Hocke,  aeljng 
aide-de-camp,  engineer;  Major  Fisher,  fith  Miseouri  State  militia,  on  eugipeer  duty;  Captain 
J.  F.  Bennett,  assistant  adjutant  general,  and  my  personal  tuds,  Major  T.  S.  Bond,  aide-de- 
camp,,  and  Captain  H.  S.  Thomas,  aide-de-camp ;  'Oaplajn  Hills,  lath  Kansas,  and  provost 
marshal,  accompanied  me  during  the  campoign,  and  were  Beaious  and  indefatigable  in  the 
discharge  of  their  respective  duties.  Major  McDermott,  1st  Iowa  cavalry,  who,  with  his 
battalion  of  1st  Iowa  cavalry,  did  snch  good  service  in  northern  Missouri,  and  behaved  veiy 
gallantly  in  lie  pursuit  of  the  rebels  Jrom  Jeflereon  City  to  Beoneville,  commanded  the 
escort  from  SedaJia,  and  deserves  honorable  menlion.  Brigadier  General  J.  B.  Gray,  ai^ntant 
general  of  Missouri,  and  Biigadier  General  Pike,  of  the  enrolled  militia,  are  entitled  to  jrablic 
thanks  for  their  valuable  and  indefatigable  service  in  connexion  with  the  enrolled  militia. 
Colonel  E.  J.  Hains,  commissary  of  subsistence,  to  whom  all.  the  armies  as  well  as  the 
country  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  invaluabie  services  not  likely  to  be  overpad,  displayed 
his  usual  promptitude  and  foresight  in  providing  for  Che  wants  of  our  troops  and  depots. 
Colonel  WJUiaJU  Myers,  chief  quartermaster,  in  supplying  animals,  fiCMng  up  trains,  and 
providing  for  the  wonts  of  our  troops,  exhibited  his  cnaracteristje  care  and  skill. 

I  must  also  mention  the  voluntary  services  of  those  tried  veterans.  Colonel  Waugbim,  of 
the  12th  Missouri  volunteer  infantry,  and  Colonel  Laibold,  who  did  all  in  their  power  U>  ali 
in  the  defence  of  St.  Louis.  Senalor  B,  Gratz  Brown  and  Mayor  Thomas,  seconded  by' 
theefforls  of  many  patriodedtizens'of  all  classes,  did  much  to  prepare  for  the  defence  of  the 
dty,  and  deserve  my  thanks.  I  should  be  glad  to  call  the  general's  attention  to  many 
mililaiy  officers,  such  as  General  Craig,  whose  able  management  in  the  northwest  in  the  ab- 
sence of  General  Piak  ;  Colonel  Gale,  who  so  promptly  organised  his  militia  regiment  (54fli 
enrolled  Missouri  militia)  at  Franklin,  and  many  othera  scattered  over  the  State,  who  ren- 
dered great  seiTice  to  the  country.  But  as  the  chief  modve  of  these  officers  and  the  men  of 
their  commands  was  their  country's  good,  the  consciousness  of  duty  manfully  performed 
must  be  their  chief  reward  i\ntil  ^e  day  comes  when  our  children,  pointing  lo  them  as  to 
others  who  liave  borne  arms  in  thia  great  national  struggle,  shall  say  ' '  there  go  some  of  the 
men  who  helped  to  save  our  nation." 
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T!io  accompanylug  reporis  show  our  total  losae'!  in  this  campaigii  weve  174  killed,  of 
whom  116  were  woanded  at  Centralia;  336  wounded;  171  prisoners,  of  whom  mocy,  if  not 
all,  are  illogully  paroled !  601  hors-du-combat.  Besides  which,  there  were  seTerai  small 
squads  of  pvisouers  illegally  captmed  and  paroled  in  southeast  ftlissanii,  aud  the  troops  at 
Gliisgow,  whose  surrender  was,  I  think,  juatifiable  and  possibly  lawful. 

W.  S.  ROSECEAKS,  MajaT  GencTol. 
Lieut.  Colonel  Chrihtbsson,  A.  A.  G., 

Mitiiary  Division,   ll'cst  Mississippi,  New  Oileans,  La. 
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OPEKATIONS  AGAINST   CHARLESTON. 

Navy  Department, 

Washington,  June  30,  1664. 
Sir:  At  tLe  leijuest  of  Rcai  Admua!  John  A.  Dahlgren,  I  have  the  houor 
to  forwai'd  the  aouompanymg  commumcatiou,  dated  the  20th  instant,  addreseed 
by  him  to  tJie  chairman  of  the  Oommittce  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War. 
Very  respectful!} ,  &.c  , 

GIDEON  "WELLEg, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy. 
Hon.  B.  F.Wade, 

Chairman  of  tJie  Com. on  Can.  of  the  War,  TJ.  S.  Stnate. 


Umtrd  States  Flag-Ship  Philadelphia, 

Charleston  Roads,  June  20,  1864, 

Sir:  I  understand  the  committee  to  inc[uire  whether  there  has  been  aay 
failure  in  conducting  operations  off  Charleston,  To  this  I  beg  leave  to  reply, 
that  in  my  opinion  there  has  been  no  failure  to  accomplish  all  that  the  naval 
force  present  was  capable  of  doing,  and  more,  perhaps,  than  could  pi-operly 
have  beeu  expected  of  it. 

Previous  to  the  10th  of  July,  1863,  the  blockade  of  the  port  was  so  imper- 
fect that  vessels  entered  and  departed  with  so  little  risk  that  the  export  of  cotton 
and  import  of  supplies  did  not  suffer  any  material  intemiption.  I  have  been 
informed  by  persons  who  certsunly  have  opportuoities  of  knowing  that  the  etore- 
houaes  of  the  city  were  never  more  full  of  cotton  than  then.  As  a  consecjueuce, 
the  rebel  government  and  people  depended  chiefly  on  this  trade  for  the  great 
aid  and  comfort  they  received  from  foreign  sympathies.  Besides  this,  Morris 
island  was  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  and  Fort  Sumter  continued  to  be  a  for- 
midable fortress,  which,  in  connexion  with  Moultiie  completely  barred  entrance 
to  Charleston  harbor. 

Two  attempts  had  been  made  fo  approach  the  c  tj — one  by  the  army,  in- 
tended to  operate  across  James  inland  beginning  at  Secession vi lie  ;  the  other 
by  the  navy,  in  a  direct  attack  on  Fort  Sumtei — aboRt  one  year  ago.  Both  of 
these  failed  entirely,  and  Charleston  seeme^l  to  defy  every  effort  on  our  part  to 
disturb  the  prosperity  that  she  enjoyed,  and  which  wa'<  far  greater  than  had 
ever  been  known  under  the  compact  of  the  Union.  This  was  q^uickly  reversed 
by  the  combined  operations  under  General  Gillmore  and  myself,  which  con- 
cluded in  the  capture  of  Morris  island  and  the  occupation  of  the  roadstead,  or 
main  ship  channel,  leading  into  the  harbor,  while  Sumter,  though  still  sheltering- 
a  small  rebel  garrison,  was  reduced  from  its  great  power  as  a  first  class  fortress 
to  the  condition  of  an  outpost  for  Forts  Johnson  and  Moultrie. 

A  perfect  blockade  was  thus  enforced,  so  that  the  illicit  trade  of  the  city  was 
completely  cut  off,  and  the  produce  wrung  from  a  degrading  system  of  labor 
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was  compelled  to  find  exit  eiaewhei-e.  The  pi'ospei-ity  of  the  city  eotlapsed  at 
once,  and  this  nest  of  a  wicked  lebeliion  was  thus  made  to  experience  some  of 
the  LoiTid  evils  ■which  it  has  heen  so  inatiumental  in  spreading  over  this  once 
happy  land. 

The  following  is  a  brief  account  of  the  operations  of  the  navy  and  army  in 
this  quarter : 

MoiTis  island  is  a  Harrow  outlying  strip  of  sand  heach  about  three  and  a 
half  miles  (stJitute)  long  and  of  in-egulai  width,  not  exceeding  three  hundred 
or  four  hundred  yards  at  the  widest  part,  and  in  many  places  not  half  that. 

This  heach  is  completely  insulated  seaward  by  the  main  ship  channel,  and 
westward  by  au  impassable  morass,  which  extends  landward  some  three  thou- 
sand five  hundred  yards,  and  is  there  terminated  by  the  firm  land  of  James 
island.  It  is  intersected  by  small  streams  and  dotted  with  a  few  little  spots  of 
firm  soil.  The  north  end  (Cummings's  Point)  foi-ma  the  left  angle  of  Charles- 
ton harbor  in  entering.  From  the  ship  channel  the  heach  can  be  approached 
by  the  monitors  to  twelve  hundred  yards  at  low  water,  and  at  high  water  to  one- 
third  of  that  distance. 

The  site  of  Wagner  is  about  three-fonrths  of  a  mile  from  the  north  end, 
stretches  entirely  across  the  island,  and  a  battery  of  heavy  guns  occupied  the 
extreme  northera  end.  From  Wagner  to  the  southward  the  beach  runs  evenly 
for  a  mile  and  a  half,  whea  there  arises  a  succession  of  sand-htlls,  wpon  which 
the  rebels  had  placed  cannon  to  command  the  approach  from  Folly  island,  and 
the  narrow  inlet  that  separated  it  from  MoiTis  island. 

Nearly  north  from  the  north  end  of  Morris  island  the  heavy  masonry  of 
Siimter  rises  out  of  the  water  at  the  distance  of  abont  thirteen  hundred  yards. 

I  took  command  of  the  naval  forces  on  the  6th  of  July  at  Port  Royal,  left 
there  on  the  8th,  collected  the  scattered  monitors,  and  on  the  9th,  before  day- 
light, was  off  the  bar  of  Charleston,  ready  to  cross.  The  general  asked  for  a 
day's  postponement,  and  on  th.e  10th  of  July,  1863, 1  began  the  attack  on 
Morris  island.  The  enemy  were  driven  by  the  combined  operation  from  their 
positions  on  the  south  end  into  Fort  Wagner,  which  I  cannonaded  with  the 
monitors  from  9  a.  m.  till  the  evening.  The  nest  morning  the  general  assaulted 
end  was  repulsed.  Of  this  intention  I  was  not  informed  ■previously,  and  there- 
fore had  no  opportunity 'of  assisting  until  all  was  over. 

Some  light  batteries  were  thrown  up,  and  in  a  week  aftei-wards  (18th  July) 
an  assault  in  force  was  made.  The  iron-clads  battered  Wagner  almost  out  of 
shape,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  that  day  the  flag-monitor  (Montauk)  lay  only 
tbi-ee  hundred  yards  from  the  sea  faee  of  the  work ;  not  a  gun  was  fired  from 
it ;  not  a  head  was  visible  to  my  glass  as  I  stood  with  other  officera  outside 
watching  the  first  symptom  of  renewed  resistance.  Our  column  came  up,  but  it 
was  too  dark  to  discern  objects  from  the  vessels,  and  after  a  fierce  and  resolute 
effort  the  column  felt  back  with  a  loss  of  fifteen  hundred  men. 

This  assault  could  derive  no  aid  from  the  fire  of  our  guns,  because  it  was 
impossible  to  distinguish  our  troops  from  the  enemy. 

This  compelled  a  resort  to  the  regular  approaches,  and  after  incessant  labor 
the  rebels  were  finally  forced  to  evacuate  on  the  7th  of  September. 

The  committee  ■will  perceive,  by  examining  the  annexed  plan  of  the  locality, 
that  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  the  troops  to  have  landed  on  the  island, 
or  to  have  continued  operations  there,  without  the  active  assistance  of  the  navy — 
the  presence  alone  of  the  vessels  would  not  suiEce ;  the  action  of  their  cannon 
was  req^uired  to  restrain  the  rebels  from  advancing  by  counter  approaches  upon 
our  lines,  or  from  landing  in  force  at  the  north  end  of  the  island,  and  marching 
in  superior  numbers  upon  our  men,  and  driving  them  off  the  island. 

This  is  evident  from  the  very  configuration  of  the  island,  and  is  also  assumed 
by  General  Hunter  as  the  reason  for  his  not  proceeding  against  Morris  island, 
precisely  as  was  done  by  General  Gillmore  and  myself  subsequently. 
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The  letter  of  General  Huiiter  is  adtlresaed  to  the  Preaiileiit.  and  a  copy  of  it 
is  aijpended,  from  which  it  will  he  seen  that  iie  deemed  the  aid  of  the  navy 
ahsolutely  indispenaable  to  tlie  reduction  of  Morris  island,  and  would  not  pro- 
ceed without  it. 

The  convictioii  then  of  General  Hunter  was,  that  he  could  do  nothing  at  all 
on  Morria  island  without  the  aid  of  the  navy,  even  when  the  rebels  were  com- 
piiratlvely  unprepared  to  what  they  were  when  tlie  attack  was  made  by  General 
Gilimoi-e  and  myself. 

I  will  uow  cite  the  opinion  of  General  Gillmore  himself,  who  informed  the 
authorities  oa  the  20th  of  June  tliat  he  "  could  do  notJdng  "  as  the  ''  adnnial 
had  no  instrnctions,  and  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  put  hia  veaaela  into  action,"  fee 

The  committee  will  observe  that  the  plan  of  General  Hunter  wa&  virtually 
the  same  as  that  put  into  execution  by  General  Gillmore. 

The  following  will  show  how  faithfully  the  aid  of  the  vessels  wis  rendeied, 
being  a  brief  exhibit  of  the  occasions  when  they  engaged  the  different  rebel 
works : 

Date,  o7>ject  engaged,  vessels  engaged. 

July  10,1863;  Fort  Wagner ;  iron-clads  Kaatskill,  (flag-ship,)  Moutaiik 
Haliant,  Weehawken, 

July  11,  1863;  Fort  Wagner;  iion-clade  Kaatskill,  (flag-ship,)  Montauk, 
ISTaliant,  Weehawken. 

July  18,  1S63 ;  Fort  Wagner,  assauU  ;  iron-clads  Montauk,  (flag-ship,)  Iron- 
sides, Kaatskill,  Nantacket,  Weehawken,  Patapsco ;  gunboats  Fanl  Jones,  Ot- 
tawa, Seneca,  Wissahiekon. 

July  30,  1863;  Fort  Wagner;  iroa-clad  Ironsides. 

July  22,  1863 ;  Fort  Wagner  ;  iroa-clad  Nantucket ;  gnnboat  Ottawa. 

July  24,  1S63 ;  Fort  Wagner,  to  cover  advance  of  onr  shore  batteries  ;  iron- 
clads Weehawken,  (flag-ship,)  Ironsides,  Kaatskill,  Montauk,  Palapaco,  Nan- 
tucket ;  gunboats  Paul  Jones,  Seneca,  Ottawa,  Dai  Ghing. 

July  35, 1863 ;  Fort  Wagner ;  gunboats  Ottawa,  Dai  Ching,  Paul  Jones. 

July  28,  1863  ;  Fort  Wagner ;  iron-clads  Weehawken,  Kaatskfll ;  gunboat 
Ottawa. 

July  29,  1863;  Fort  Wagner  ;  h'on-clad a  Ironsides,  Patapsco,  Passaic. 

July  30,  1863 ;  Fort  Wagner ;  iron-clads  Ironsides,  Kaatskill,  Patapsco ;  gun- 
boat Ottawa. 

Jniy  31,  1863  ;  Fort  Wagner  and  rebel  batteries  on  Morria  island  ;  gunboat 
Ottawa, 

August  1,  1863;  Fort  Wagner;  iron-eWa  Montauk,  Patapsco,  Kaatskill, 
Weehawken,  Passaic,  Nabant ;  gunboat  Marblehead. 

August  2,  1863;  Fort  Wagner;  gunboats  Ottawa,  Marblehead. 

August  4,  1863;  Fort  Wagner;  iron-clad  Montauk;  gunboat  Marhleliead. 

Anguat  6,  1863;  Fort  Wagner;  gunboat  Marblehead. 

August  8,  1863;  Fort  Wagner;  gunboats  Ottawa,  Marblehead,  Mahaska. 

August  11,  1863;  Foit  Wagner  and  vicinity ;  iron-clada  Patapaco,  Kaatskill. 

August  13,  1863;  Fort  Wagner  and  i-ebel  batteriea  on  Moma  island;  gun- 
boats Dai  Ching,  Ottawa,  Mahaska,  Wissahiekon,  Racer. 

Augustl4,  1863;Foit  Wagner  and  rebel  batteries  on  Moms  island;  gunboats 
Wissaiiickon,  Mahaska,  Ottawa,  Dai  Ching;  mortar  boats  Kacer,  Dan  Smith. 

Augast  15,  1863 ;  Fort  Wagner  ;  mortal-  boats  Racer  and  Dan  Smith. 

August  17,  1863  ;  Fort  Wagner  and  other  rebel  batteries  on  Mon'is  island,  ia 
order  to  divert  their  fire  from  our  shore  batteries,  which  opened  on  Sumter  ; 
iron-clads  Weehawken,  (flag-ship,)  Ironsides,  Montauk,  Nahant,  Kaatakill« 
Passaic,  Patapsco ;  gunboats  Oanaudaigua,  Mahaska,  Ottawa,  Oimavron,  Wissa- 
hiekon, Dai  Ohitig,  Lodona. 
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August  18,  1863  ;  Fort  Wagner  ;  to  preyent  assault  anticipated  by  Genpral 
Gillmore ;  iron-clads  Ironsides,  Passaic,  Weehawken  ;  gunboats  Wisaahickou, 
Mahaska,  Dai  Ohirg,  Ottawa,  Lodona. 

August  19,  1863  ;  Fort  "Wagner;  iron-clad  Ironsides. 

August  20,  1863  ;  rebel  batteries  on  Morris  island ;  irou-clad  Ironsid&i ;  gun- 
boats Mahaska,  Ottawa,  Dai  Ching,  Lodona, 

August  SI,  Forts  Sumter  and  Wagner  j  iron-clads  Ironsides,  Patapseo  ;  gun- 
boats Mahaska,  Dai  Chitig. 

August  S9, 1863;  Fort  Wagner;  iron- clads  Weeliawken, Ironsides,  Montauk. 

August  23, 1863  ;  Fort  Sumper,  (night  attack ;)  irou-cladslroaaides,  Weehaw- 
ken, (flagship,)  Montauk,  Passaic,  Patapseo,  Nahant. 

August  31,  1863  ;  Foi-t  Monltrie  ;  ii-on-clads  Pasaaic,  Patapseo, Weehawken, 
Naliant. 

September  1,  1863;  Fort  Sumter  and  obatiuetions  in  channel,  (night  attack;) 
irOB-cIada  Weehawken,  (flag-ship,)  Montauk,  Pasaaic,  Patapseo,  Nahant, 
Lehigh. 

September  2,  1863;  Gregg  and  Fort  Sumter;  iron-clad  Ironsides. 

September  S,  1863;  between  Sumter  and  battery  Gregg;  irpn-clads  Ironsides, 
Lehigh,  Nabaat. 

September  6,  1863;  Fort  Wagner  and  battery  Gregg;  iron-dads  Ironsides, 
Patapaco,  Lehigh,  Nahant,  Montauk,  Weehawken,  Passaic. 

September  7,  1863;  Forts  Moultrie  and  batteries  on  Sullivan's  island,  to  cover 
the  Weehawken,  (ashore;)  iron-dads  Ironsides,  (flag-ship,)  Patapseo,  Lehigh, 
Nahant,  Montauk,  Weehawken,  (ashore.) 

September  8, 1863 ;  Fort  Moultrie  and  batteries  on  Sullivan's  island,  to.  cover 
the  Weehawken,  (ashore;)  iron-clads  Ironsides,  Patapseo,  Lehigh,  Nahant, 
Montaok,  Weehawken,  (ashore,)  Passaic  in  a  disabled  condition. 

The  following  telegrams  from  General  Gillmore  will  inform  the  committee  of 
the  value  that  wafi  attached  to  the  power  of  the  vessels: 


Telegrams  from  General  Gillmore. 
July  30—8  a.  m. 
The   enemy   firing  musketry  from 
Wagner,  and  interferes  with  my  work- 
ing.    Can  you  not  hdp  me  to  subdue 

August  11 — 2.35  a.  m. 
Please  open  as  soon  as  possible ;  the 
enemy's  fire  ia  very  heavy. 

AuuusT  17. 
To  save  Sumter,  the  enemy  may  .it- 
tempt  a  sortie  in  the  morning.     Can 
you  get  monitors  in  position  as  early  as 
to-day  ? 

August  17. 
The  enemy  are  mounting  a  heavy 
gun  on  the  sea-face  of  Wagner, 

August  19. 
If  you  could  replace  them  (Whit- 
worth  guaa)  with  8-inch  guns,  and  300 
or  400  rounds  of  ammunidon  for  eaeh 
gun,  it  would  help  us  greatly. 


SepHes  from  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgni 


I  have  just  ordered  a  monitor  a 
gun- boat  into  action. 


All  right. 


A  detachment  of  iron-clads 
n  position  at  daybreak. 


I  have  sent  two  monitors  up  to  keep 
them  quiet  in  Wagner. 


I  will  have   thor 
diately. 


replaced    imme- 
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August  21. 
My  approaches  to  Wagner  are  bus-         I  will  try  to  do  Bo. 
]cndcd  on  account  of  the  annoyance 
Vom  the  enemy's  sharp-shooters.    Caa 
,'ou  not  stop  it  ? 

August  81, 
The  fire  from  Wagner  is  very  gall-         I  am  now  going  to  ! 


e  up  with  the 


August  32. 
Wagner  has  opened  a  heavy  fire  oa         I  wiil  sentl  up  two  or  three  monitors 
onv  works.     Unless  the  navy  succeed     at  once, 
in  silencing  them,  there  is  gi-eat  danger 
of  their  diamounting  our  guns. 

August  22. 
Colonel  Turner  telegraphs  me  from         Orders   have   heen    given,  and  the 
the  front  that,  unless  the  navy  opens    monitors  are  moviflg  up. 
Bpeedily,  two  of  our  guns  will  certainly 
be  dismounted. 

Aurust  23. 
Can   you  let  me  h.ave  some  100-         I  canlet  youhavc  250  shcll,and  100 
pounder  Farrott  shells  7    I  am  entirely     shot;  also.  100  Sclicnid  shells. 


Can  I  take  another  8-inch  gun  and  a         You  can  take  the  guns. 
100-pounder  Parrottfrom  your  vessels  I 

It  will  he  perceived  that,  besides  the  assistance  ordinarily  given,  it  frequently- 
happened  that  exigencies  arose  when  the  fire  of  the  iron-dads  was  specially 
needed;  and  these  at  times  were  so  pressing  that  the  request  was  repeated 
before  the  iron-e!ada  could  get  up  their  anchors  aad  steam  into  position,  and,  by 
referring  to  the  previous  minutes  of  occasions  when  they  were  in  action,  it  will 
be  seen  that  they  never  failed  to  render  what  was  asked. 

Besides  this  assistance  from  the  heavy  guns  of  the  batteries  our  men  and  boats 
with  their  light  guns  were  oftea  asked  for  and  always  accomplished  th^ir  work 
satisfactorily. 

At  the  crossing  of  Light-honae  inlet  the  column  wa?  conveyed  in  our  boats, 
Tuider  Lieutenant  Commander  Bunce  and  Lieutenant  Mackenzie,  aad  covered 
by  the  navy  howitzers. 

A  picket  of  launches  was  placed  in  the  creek  on  the  left  flaak  of  the  works 
on  Morris  island,  and  the  boats  of  the  vessels  were  also  frequently  stationed  at 
night  on  the  sea.shore  of  the  island  to  guard  t^ainst  the  enterprise  of  the  enemy. 

I  also  landed  some  rifle  cannon  with  seamen  under  Captain  Parker,  with 
which  a  battery  was  armed,  and  engaged  with  the  other  batteries  in  battering 
Sumter. 

And  yet  efforts  have  been  made  to  give  the  credit  of  the  capture  of  Wagner 
and  all  the  consequent  results  entirely  to  the  general  commanding  the  troops 
and  to  the  engineering  operations  which  he  conducted  on  Morris  island.  Every 
mail  from  this  locality  teemed  with  glowing  accounts  of  what  was  achieved  by 
the  army,  while  the  co-operation  of  the  navy  received  little  notice  and  no  credit, 
for  which  I  need  only  refer  yim  to  the  columns  of  some  of  the  daily  papers. 
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These  pwtial  notices  finally  took  the  forms  of  direct  attacks  on  myself,  It  was 
affirmed  that  I  was  at  variance  with  Greueral  Gillmore,  thereby  doing  iujuiy  to 
pending  operations,  and  this  at  the  very  time  when  tliose  operations  ivere  ^iro- 
ceeding  most  harmoniously  and  successfully.  It  was  not  only  nntrne  that  there 
had  been  any  variance  between  G!«neral  &illmore  from  the  first — and  these  in- 
famons  libellers  knew  it — but  at  last  they  went  so  far  as  to  assert  that  Genei-al 
Gfillmore  intended  to  reeign  because  of  these  difiiculties ;  whereupon  the  general 
found  it  proper,  of  his  own  accord  and  without  the  first  word  from  me  upon  the 
subject,  to  address  me  the  following  cote  : 

"MofiEIS  Island,  S.  C,  Seplember  23. 

''  Admiral  :  I  am  much  chagrined  at  the  reports  in  the  newspapers  about  my 
tendering  my  resignation  in  consequence  of  a  disagreement  between  yon  and 
myself,  and  that  we  did  not  co-uperate  cordially.  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
assure  you  that  I  am  entirely  ignorant  of  the  slightest  foundation  for  such  re- 
ports, and  had  no  idea  that  they  existed  until  they  appeared  in  tLe  papers. 
They  were  douhtleas  started  by  some  ^cnhbling  aeniationiat  in  lieu  of  news. 
I  will  see  that  they  are  authoritativelj  coutndicti.d 
"  Sincerely  yours, 

Q    A    GILLMORE. 

"  Eear-Admiral  Dahlokbn." 

I  was  utterly  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  tbe  motioa  of  these  assaults  for  a  long 
time,  but  have  been  somewhat  enlightened  on  the  subject  lately. 

It  ie  with  great  reluctance  that  I  now  permit  myself  to  notice  them,  for  I  felt 
that  in  a  cause  so  great,  and  when  the  suffering  country  demanded  every  exer- 
tion from  her  sons,  it  iily  became  them  to  yield  to  their  private  griefs. 

I  came  here  prepared  to  give  my  best  efforts  to  the  flag  I  had  served  so  long, 
and  to  make  any  sacrifice  that  was  demanded  of  me;  every  moment  of  my  time 
was  given  to  the  duties  about  me,  and  the  smalleet  matter  that  could  be  useful 
was  not  too  small  for  my  personal  attention.  I  could  not  understand  that  actual 
witnesses  of  what  was  going  oa  could  so  degrade  themselves  by  the  scaadal  of 
misinterpreting  and  unden-atiug  my  own  exertions  and  everything  that  was  done 
by  the  navy. 

I  have  thus  briefly,  but  I  hope  clearly,  explained  the  nature  and  effect  of  the 
operations  upon  Morris  island,  and  the  full  shai'e  which  the  navy  had  in  ita 
occupation,  as  well  as  the  reduction  of  Fort  Sumter  to  a  heap  of  rnias. 

The  rebels  had  no  alternative  but  to  abandon  Wagner  and  the  smaller  works 
north  of  it  on  the  island,  for  if  they  had  not  it  would  have  undoubtedly  been  taken 
by  assault  on  the  7th  of  September,  and  the  garrison  would  have  been  captured 
as  well  as  the  works. 

But  they  would  not  evacuate  what  was  left  of  'Sumter,  and,  aa  the  sequel 
proved,  with  good  reason. 

It  was  no  longer  what  it  had  been,  a  first  class  work  with  a  powerful  anna- 
ntent,  co-opeiating  with  Moultx-ie  in  forbidding  passage  to  ships-of-war,  and 
bearing  with  great  effect  on  the  interior  anchorage;  hut  it  served  as  an  outpost 
to  Forts  Johnson  and  Moultiie,  and  with  a  small  gaii-ison  was  capable  of  main- 
taining a  fii'O  of  musketry  and  light  artillery,  which  would  prevent  us  from 
efi'ectually  removing  the  obstructions  between  Sumter  and  Moultrie,  aud  interfere 
to  a  great  degree  with  our  scout  boats  in  tvaveraiag  the  lower  harbor. 

Moreover,  there  was  every  reason  to  apprehend  that  by  some  exertion  they 
would  convert  the  rniua  into  a  better  defence  than  had  been  the  solid  walls,  and 
even  succeed  in  establishing  cannon  on  the  fronts  inaccessible  to  our  batteites. 

If,  on  the  contrary,  the  rebels  were  driven  out  they  would  be  deprived  of 
these  advantages,  and  we  would  have  access  to  the  lower  hai'bor  on  teims  neaily 
as  good  as  they  had. 
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Subscq^nent  experience  has  aliown  tliat  I  did  not  overeatiiaate  the  importance 
of  mastering  this  spot,  and  impressed  with  the  advantages  that  seemed  so  plain 
to  me,  I  decided  to  assault  it  while  the  confusion  and  depression  caused  by  tlia 
lose  of  Morris  island  were  still  in  full  force. 

I  fuUy  appreciated  the  difSculties  thai  were  to  be  expected  in  making  the 
assault,  but  believed  that  the  great  advantages  iu  view  fully  justified  the  under- 
taking. 

Great  care  was  taken  in  organizing  the  column  of  attack ;  there  were  no  better 
meu  at  hand,  and  they  were  led  by  officers  whose  standing  fully  justified  their 
selection.  A  ati-ong  detachment  of  marines  foiTued  pai-t  of  the  column,  in  all 
about  four  hundred  and  fifty  men,  while  the  force  of  the  rebel  garrison  was  after- 
wards learned  to  be  two  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred  men. 

The  rebels  evacuated  Wagner  on  the  nights  of  the  6th  and  7th  of  September, 
and  the  assault  on  Sumter  was  made  about  an  hour  after  midnight  of  the  Sib 
and  9th  of  September. 

It  failed,  and  the  causes  will  never  be  well  nnderatood,  as  few  who  partici- 
pated could  see  far  la  the  darkness  of  the  night. 

It  seems  that  General  Gillmore  bad  inteuded  to  make  the  sam.Q  attempt  on 
the  same  night. 

Of  this  I  knew  nothing  until  late  in  the  day,  when  I  became  acquainted 
with  it  on  sending  to  borrow  some  of  his  boats.  A  proposal  to  co-operate  was  at 
once  acceded  to  by  me;  but  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  communicating 
promptly  and  correctly  by  signal  I  sent  Lieutenant  Preston  ashore,  (the  acting 
fleet-captain,)  who  returned  and  reported  that  all  was  arranged  satisfactorily, 
so  we  proceeded.  It  was  now  past  midnight ;  the  navy  colnmn  with  the  greatest 
celerity  pushed  straight  for  the  work,  supposing  that  the  military  column  would 
joia,  and  in  the  darkness  never  paused  to  see  whether  it  did  ao  or  not,  but 
resolutely  went  to  its  task.  After  a  brief  conflict  tlie  fire  of  the  enemy  was  found 
to  he  too  heavy,  and  our  men  fell  back. 

I  learned  afterwards  that  the  army  boats  had  not  been  able  to  get  oat  of  the 
creek  in  time. 

The  committee  will  perceive  that  the  failure  to  co-operate  was  just  such  an 
oceurreuce  as  frequently  mars  combined  operations. 

I  was  so  intent  on  acting  together,  that  while  waitiogfor  Lieutenant  Preston 
I  wrote  an  order  recalling  my  boats,  in  case  he  i-etui-ned  without  being  able  to 
effect  an  ajraiigemcnt.  It  was,  of  course,  not  sent  when  Lieutenant  Preston 
reported  that  the  co-operation  was  satisfactorily  adjusted.  And  I  went  myself 
up  the  channel  in  order  to  insure  personally  the  desired  connexion  of  my 
column  with  Geneml  Gillmoro's.  The  attack  began,  however,  when  I  was 
within  a  few  bundi-ed  yards  of  Surater,  and  euded  very  quickly. 

It  should  not  escape  notice  that  the  intentioa  of  the  general  coincided 
exactly  with  my  own  plans,  in  time  of  attack,  numbet  of  men,  and  belief  in 
the  practicability  of  the  breach;  so  that  if  my  judgment  was  at  fault,  Genei^l 
Gillmore  shared  the  error,  and  I  may  venture  to  believe  that  our  concurrent 
opinion  was  more  reliable  at  the  time  than  that  of  other  parties  present  or 
absent,  who  could  not  have  had  the  same  opportunities  for  opiuioa. 

Of  course,  judgments  formed  after  an,  event  have  facts  to  proceed  upoa 
ii'liich  are  wanting  previously. 

I  am  by  no  means  snre  tliat  a  greater  force  would  have  improved  the  chances 
of  success,  while  our  losses  would  have  been  gi-eater. 

Had  this  attempt  succeeded,  it  would  have  materially  changed  the  aspect  of 
affaiis  in  conducting  future  operations. 

As  it  was,  I  believe  now,  as  I  did  then,  that  the  possession  of  the  remains  of 
the  work  was  all-important,  and  my  only  regret  is  that  my  attempt  failed  to 
obtain  it. 

As  it  was,  Sumter  remained  with  the  rebels.     General  Gillm.ire  ppooed  the 
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batteries  from  Wagner  and  Gregg,  as  Boon  as  he  had  completed  tLcm  late  in 
October,  a,nd  I  also  sent  two  monitors  with  rifles. 

Together,  the  walls  of  the  fort  were  again  battered  until  the  gorge  and  sea- 
face  were  one  heap  of  ruina. 

The  monitors  made  excellent  work,  and  cut  through  the  nearest  and  furthest 

No  attempt  w^  made  ta  assault  it  hj  the  army,  though  a  large  force  was 
sent  one  evening  to  feel  the  state  of  its  defence. 

So  that  if  my  assault  failed,  nothing  else  has  succeeded  to  this  day,  for  the 
rebel  garrison  still  occupies  Sumter. 

I  siionld  have  premised  this  account  of  the  effort  to  capture  Sumter,  by  say- 
ing that  accident  had  also  contributed  to  disappoint  me  in  another  respect.  I 
had  ordered  the  Weehawken  (monitor)  to  take  position  in  the  only  channel 
rearward  of  Sumter,  where  she  could  float ;  in  doing  so,  she  grounded  where 
the  batteries  of  Moultrie  had  full  sweep,  and  I  not  only  lost  her  service  in 
covering  the  assault,  but  was  obliged  to  order  up  otlier  iron-clade  to  prevent 
her  being  disabled,  which  brought  on  a  severe  conflict,  that  bore  with  con- 
siderable severity  on  the  vessels,  and  was  hoped  at  the  time  had  caused  at 
least  equal  inconvenience  to  the  rebels.  The  Ironsides  hauled  off'  with  little 
ammunition  left,  and  her  associates  were  roughly  handled, 

I  ieaxned  afterwards  from  a  deserter,  who  was  in  battery  B,  that  not  a  gun 
or  man  was  hurt  there,  and  the  parapet  was  only  pierced  in  a  few  places. 

Four  guns  of  eighteen  were  dismounted  in  Moultrie,  and  the  ouiy  serious 
casualty  was  produced  by  a  15-inch  shell,  from  the  Weehawken,  which  landed 
in  a  large  pile  of  loaded  shells  ;  by  its  explosion  some  twenty  men  were  killed, 
and  the  same  number  wounded.  So  that,  for  all  effective  purposes,  our  fire  had 
not  impaired  these  works. 

I  now  proceed  to  explain  why  the  operations  have  been  delayed  in  reaching 
Charleston  itself: 

1st.  The  landing  on  Morris  island  was  a  complete  surprise,  and  its  result 
was  to  afford  us  foothold  fiom  which  we  could  gain  possession  of  the  entire 
island  and  the  main  ship  chaimel,  besides  reducing  the  great  power  of  Sumter 
as  a  fortress. 

Had  there  been  sufficient  force,  we  could  have  overpowered  Wagner  by 
assault,  and  entered  the  hai-bor  before  the  rebels  were  able  to  complete  the 
interior  defences  or  recover  from  their  panic. 

But  there  was  supposed  to  be  no  gieatei-  land  force  than  sufficed  to  overcome 
Wagner  by  tbe  slow  process  of  engineering,  and  the  rebels  contrived  to  keep 
us  out  of  possession  for  neai-ly  two  months,  dui-ing  which  time  no  exertion  was 
spared  to  extend  and  perfect  the  works  that  defended  the  interior  harbor. 

The  incessant  battering  to  which  the  monitors  had  been  exposed  while  bear- 
ing their  part  in  reducing  Wagner  and  Sumter,  required  considerable  repair  in 
order  to  fit  them  to  endure  the  fire  of  works  far  more  formidable  than  W.agner, 

Aud  the  scanty  resonrees  of  the  improvised  workshops  at  Port  Royal  d;d 
not  permit  this  being  effected  with  the  promptness  that  would  have  been  veiy 
easy  at  New  York  or  other  cities  with  large  establishments.  Material  must  be 
brought  from  a  distance,  and  machinery  and  tools,  and  the  workmen,  who  could 
hai-dly  be  obtained  here  in  great  numbers  when  they  were  scarce  at  the  north 
at  any  prices. 

Moreover,  if  they  had  been,  all  of  the  monitors  could  not  have  been  removed 
irom  Charleston  and  put  under  repair  at  the  same  time,  because  a.  certain 
number  was  absolutely  iadispensable  at  Charleston  to  prevent  the  rebel  iron- 
clads from  coming  out. 

The  bottoms  of  the  monitors  had  also  become  so  foul  that  the  speed  was  re- 
duced to  three  or  four  knots — a  very  material  consideration  in  battle. 

And  besides  the  repair,  there  were  certain  additional  pieces  to  be  put  on  to 
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strengtLen  tlie  construction,  which  work  I  found  in  progress  when  I  took  the 
command,  and  necessarily  caused  to  be  discontinued  in  order  to  commence 
operations. 

2d.  I  was  in  expectation  of  additional  monitors  about  the  1st  of  October ; 
these  were  postponed  from  month  to  raonth  by  the  failure  of  the  conti-actors, 
and  have  never  reached  me  to  this  date,  for,  when  they  were  finally  completed, 
about  the  middle  of  April,  they  were  needed  in  the  James  river,  where  they 

3d.  It  was  not  until  late  in  October  that  Wagner  and  (xregg  had  been  turned 
npott  the  rebels  and  armed,  so  that  their  assisting  fire  was  not  available  before 
that  period 

It  WIS  ther(,foie  impossible  to  have  moved  with  seven  battered  monitors 
upon  the  stiong  m  orks  which  lined  the  approach  to  the  city,  without  certain 
hazard  to  ill  tbat  hid  been  gained,  and  without  any  certainty  of  positive 
advaati^e 

At  the  instance  of  the  Navy  Department,  I  convened  a  coxincil  of  the  iron- 
clad captain" — ofiicers  well  experienced  in  the  ofTensive  power  of  their  vessels 
and  the  defences  of  the  rebels  ;  they  were  as  follows  : 

Commodore  8.  C.  Rowan,  commanding  Ironsides  ;  Captain  6.  I".  Emmons, 
fleet-captain ;  Oommaiider  Daniel  Ammen,  special  staff  duty  and  formerly  in 
command  of  the  Patapsco  (monitor)  during  attack  on  Sumter,  April  7,  1863. 

Commander  T.  H.  Stevens,  commanding  Patapsco ;  Commander  A.  Bryson, 
commanding  Lehigh ;  Commander  E.  R.  Colhoun,  commanding  Weehawken  ; 
Lieutenant  Commander  E.  Simpson,  commanding  Passaic;  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander J.  L.  Davis,  commanding  Montauk  ;  Lieutenant  Commander  G.  Cilley, 
commanding  Kaatskill ;  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  J.  Co rnwell,  commanding 
JNahant. 

A  full  and  unresti-ained  discnssion  took  place,  and  the  following  propositions 
were  voted  on  as  follows  : 

Would  there  be  "  exti-eme  risk  incurred  without  adequate  results"  by  enter- 
ing the  harbor  of  Charleston  with  the  seven  monitors,  the  object  being  to  pen- 
etrate to  Charleston  1 

Ayes  sis.     Noes  four. 

SHouId  the  Ironsides  enter  with  the  monitors! 

Ayes  four.     Noes  four.     Dowbtful  two. 

Tf  the  present  force  were  not  sufficient  to  enter  the  harbor,  would  it  be  advi- 
sable to  co-operate  with  the  army  in  an  attack  on  Sullivan's  island  ? 

Ayes  nine.     Noes  one. 

Can  Ports  Moultrie  and  Johnson  be  reduced  by  the  present  force  of  iron- 
clads, unsupported  by  the  army  1 

Unanimously,  no. 

It  will  be  understood,  of  conree,  that  in  thus  speaking  and  deciding  the  mon- 
itors were  pre-swpposed  to  be  in  good  fighting  order.  This,  however,  was  not 
the  case  at  the  time,  nor  soon  afterwards. 

My  own  opinions  were  not  stated  to  the  council,  and  I  took  no  further  part 
in  the  deliberations  than  to  state  the  question  and  regulate  the  order  of  business. 

In  viewing  the  question  of  further  operations,  it  was  to  be  premised  that  the 
co-operation  of  the  army  was  at  an  end,  and  tliat  whatever  was  to  be  done  in 
attacking  the  interior  defences  was  to  be  the  work  of  the  navy  alone. 

A  view  of  the  harbor  showed  what  this  was  to  be.  On  the  right  lay  Sulli- 
van's island,  with  a  continuous  line  of  batteries  from  Bee,  at  the  inner  end,  to 
Monltiie.  Somewhat  further  on,  and  to  the  left.  Fort  Johnson,  a  strong  eai-th- 
work  with  eight  or  nine  S-iuch  and  10-iacb  smooth  and  rifled  cannon,  supported 
seaward  by  Battery  Simkins,  and  to  the  rear  by  Battery  Cheves.  Beyond 
Johnson,  some  fifteen  hundred  yards,  was  Wamplcr,  with  two  10-inch  guns; 
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then  Glover  and  anotbev  earth-work — force  not  known.  Keiii'Ij  opposite  Joliti- 
Bon  waa  Fort  Ripley,  with  two  or  three  heavy  guna. 

These  past,  we  confront  the  city  hatteiies ;  Ramsay,  at  the  lower  angle  of 
the  city,  wir.h  seven  heavy  cannon;  ahove  it,  on  the  Ashley,  at  Chisholm's 
Mills  ie  Battery  "Waring,  with  two  heavy  guna  ;  and  opposite,  the  batteiy  de- 
fending the  entrance  of  Nappoo. 

Aaceoding  the  Cooper  river,  on  a  wharf  not  far  from  White  Point,  m  the 
English  IS-inch  TOO-pounder;  at  the  foot  of  Lawrence  stj-eet  is  another  bat- 
tery; and  further  on,  tying  somewhat  hack,  is  the  half-moon  hattery.  Castle 
Pinckaey  enters  into  the  ayBteiJi,hut  has  no  material  strength. 

Other  batteries  at  Habbrell's  Point,  Mount  Pleasant,  &c.,  are  on  the  right 
shore  of  the  harbor,  hut  would  not  be  important  ia  this  connexion,  though  theb 
guna  are  heavy. 

There  were  also  thi-ee  iron-clads  similai  to  the  Atlanta,  one  of  which  (the 
Charleston)  was  new,  and  reported  to  be  a  better  vesael. 

The  torpedo  defences  cannot  be  acenrately  estimated,  but  the  best  informa- 
tion left  no  doubt  that  tliey  were  lai-gely  relied  on  by  the  rebels  as  an  important 
offensive  element. 

Under  these  cii-cumstancea,  what  could  possibly  result  from  the  entrance  of 
iron-clads  alone?  At  the  best  they  could  only  drive  the  rebels  from  the  eavth- 
■fforka  and  silence  their  fire  for  the  time  ;  but  they  could  not  expect  to  destroy 
any  one  of  the  batteries.  Day  after  day  tons  of  shell  had  been  expended  on 
Wagner,  and  Sumter,  and  Moultrie,  and  yet  cannon  alone,  whether  in  the  ves- 
sels or  in  the  trenches,  had  failed  to  give  us  possession  of  either ;  they  were 
effective  only  to  give  the  opportunity  which  the  troops  were  to  secure.  If  tliis 
was  the  ease  with  Wagner,  what  must  be  expected  of  Johnaoii  and  its  contig- 
uous batteries,  to  which  Wagner  was  insignificant  ? 

We  know  now  that  oa  the  8th  of  September  the  incessant  iire  of  the  "iron- 
aides"  and  five  monitors  f(jr  three  hours  had  not  hart  a.  man  in  Battery  Bee, 
and  only  dismounted  four  guas  of  eighteen  in  Moultrie;  some  forty  men  being 
killed  and  wounded  in  the  latter  by  a  shell  from  the  Weekawken  plunging  into 
a  pile  of  loaded  shells,  hifiieting  more  injmy  on  the  gan-ison  than  the  direct  fire 
of  all  the  other  vessels. 

This  established  fact,  together  with  what  was  witnessed  daily  at  Wagner, 
gave  no  encouragement  that  the  seven  monitors  couid  produce  any  permanent 
effect  on  the  interior  batteries,  unless  there  were  troops  acting  concuri'ently  to 
take  advantage  of  the  effect  produced  by  their  guns ;  and  upon  thia  proposition 
the  council  was  unanimous. 

The  iron-ciads  might  steam  in  and  make  a  promenade  of  the  harbor,  suffering 
much  damage,  aad  inflicting  little,  then  retire.  To  remain  in,  would  only  be  a 
useless  expenditure  of  valuable  vessels,  which  could  not  soon  be  replaced. 

Some  thought  that  if  the  iron-clads  could  occupy  a  position  near  the  city,  it 
would  compel  the  rebels  to  abandon  their  exterior  defences  lying  seaward.  An 
inspection  of  the  locality  would  show  that  this  could  not  possibly  apply  to 
James  island  or  Sullivan's  island;  and  if  not  to  them,  to  whatt 

The  truth  is,  that  the  entrance  of  the  iron-clads  could  only  make  sui'e  of  the 
destruction  of  tjie  city,  and  not  this  without  undue  risk,  if  there  were  only  sevuu 
monitors. 

The  act  itself  could  not  he  objected  to  by  the  rebels,  for  it  was  understood  to 
be  their  intent  to  destroy  the  place  themselves  rather  than  we  should  occupy  il. ; 
if  so,  it  was  c[uite  as  logical  that  we  should  destroy  it  rather  than  they  should 
occupy  it. 

At  all  events,  upon  the  proposition  to  enter  and  penetrate  to  the  city,  the  vote 
ia  council  of  war  stood  six  to  four,  and  with  the  majority  voted  all  the  senior 
ofScers,  including  jny  nest  in  commani3,  Commodore  Rowan. 

At  one  time  General  Gillmore  agreed,  if  he  could  be  re-enforced,  to  co-operate 

,  Coogk- 
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agaiiipt  Jiimes  island,  Lut  le  toH  me  that  additional  troops  ivure  refused,  and 
til  era  it  ended. 

And  thus  the  -winter  paasecl  away,  in  close  hloekade,  and  in  restoring  the 
monitors  to  good  fighting  condition. 

I  was  called  to  Washington  npon  the  husiness  of  my  coramaud,  and  when  I 
returned  found  the  seven  monitors  at  disposal. 

It  was  the  first  time  since  taking  command  in  July,  1S63,  that  ail  the  iron- 
clads of  the  squadron  were  in  good  fighting  order. 

It  was  reported  that  the  lehels  had  heen  active  improviag  the  defences  of 
Sumter,  and  mounting  some  heavy  guns  on  the  channe)  front. 

It  occurred  to  me  as  a  fitting  opportunity  to  bring  into  action  the  iron-clad 
squadron. 

And  I  eummitted  the  question  to  a  council  of  the  iron-clad  captains  as  follows : 

Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan,  commanding  Ironsides;  Captain  J.  F,  GEreen,  to 
command  the  monitor  Nahant;  Commander  G,  H,  Cooper,  commanding  Sanga- 
mon; Commander  N.B.Han-tson,  commanding  Kaatskill;  Lieutenant  Commander 
E,  Simpson,  commanding  Passaic;  Lieat*nant  Commander  J.  M.  Bradfoi-d, 
tieet  captain;  Lieutenant  Commander  William  Gibson,  commanding  Lehigh; 
LieHtenant  Commander  S.  B.  Luce,  commanding  Nantucket;  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander J.  L.  Davis,  commanding  Montauk, 

After  a  full  disewesion,  it  was  decided  by  a  vote  of  seven  to  two  that  it  was 
not  advisable  "with  the  present  force  of  ii-on-clads,  viz:  seven  monitors  and 
the  ironsides,  to  attempt  the  redwction  of  the  offensive  and  defensive  powers  of 
Snmter,  as  now  existing,  having  due  regard  to  the  general  interests  in  this 
quarter  intrusted  to  this  squadron;  to  the  consequences  that  would  ensue  in  the 
event  of  a  serious  disaster  to  the  iron-clads,  and  to  the  views  of  the  Navy 
Department,  set  forth  in  communications  dated  October  9  and  November  2, 
18(>3." 

Among  the  majority  were  the  senior  officers — Commodore  Kowan,  Captain 
Green,  Commanders  Cooper  and  Harrison. 

The  committee  will  pei-ceive,  therefore,  that  in  refmining  from  entering  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  with  a  view  to  interior  operations  with  such  force  as  I 
could  command,  I  was  snppoi-ted  by  the  opinions  of  the  ablest  naval  offieei-s 
about  me. 

At  the  same  time,  if  the  judgment  of  those  who  can  give  the  order  inclines 
to  a  diffei-ent  view,  it  is  only  neceeaary  to  give  me  that  order,  and  it  shall  be 
obeyed  to  the  fullest  extent,  for  noDhing  will  so  well  accord  with  my  feelings. 

I  have  now  lsu.d  before  the  committee  the  principal  points  that  present  them- 
selves to  my  mind  at  this  time,  not  by  any  means  as  I  would  wish  to  do,  hut  as 
well  as  the  demands  of  public  service  permit. 

It  may  seem  to  tlie  committee  tliat  sufficient  time  has  elapsed  since  my  state- 
ment was  required  to  have  expressed  myself  to  the  fullest  extent;  but  since 
that,  the  afSictiou  of  losing  my  gallant  son.  Colonel  Ulric  Dahlgron,  and  the 
never-ceasiug  cares  of  a  command  like  this,  have  not  allowed  me  that  opportu- 
nity lOr  correcting  misapprehensions  which  I  might  have  properly  desired, 
i  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  A.  DAHLGEEN, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commandrng  Naval  Forces  off  the  coasts 

of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 
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Cspy  of  aJetler  fion 

Dear  Sir  :  It  is  more  than  six  weeks  since  tLe  attack  by  the  iron-elada  apoa 
Cliarleaton — an  attack  in  which,  from  the  nature  of  the  plana  of  Admiral  Dn- 
Pont,  the  army  had  no  active  part. 

On  the  day  of  that  attack  the  troops  under  my  command  held  Folly  island 
up  to  Light-house  inlet  On  the  morning  after  the  attack  we  were  in  complete 
readiness  to  cross  Light-house  inlet  to  Morris  island,  where,  once  establiBhed, 
the  fall  of  Sumter  would  have  been  as  certain  as  the  demonstration  of  a  problem 
in  mathematicfi.  Aided  by  a  cross-fire  by  the  navy,  the  enemy  would  soon  have 
been  driven  from  Oummings's  Point,  and,  with  powerftil  batteries  of  one  and 
two  hundred-pounder  rifled  guna  placed  there,  Fort  Sumter  would  have  been 
rendered  untenable  in  two  days'  fire.  Fort  Ptdaski  was  breached  and  taken 
from  Goat's  Point,  on  Tybee  island — a  precisely  similar  position— with  33- 
pounder  Pan-ott  guns,  42-pounder  James  guns,  and  a  few  10-inch  colambiade, 
the  13-inch  mortars  used  in  that  bombardment  having  proved  utterly  valueless. 
I  mention  these  tilings  to  show  how  certain  would  have  been  the  fall  of  Sumter 
nnder  the  fire  of  the  one  and  two  handred-pounders  rifled  now  at  \aj  command. 

On  the  afternoon  after  the  iron-clad  attack  on  Fort  Sumter  the  troops  on 
Filly  island  were  not  only  ready  to  cross  Light-house  inlet,  but  were  almost  in 
the  act,  the  final  reconnoissance  having  been  made,  the  boats  ready,  and  the  men 
under  arms  for  crossing,  when  they  were  recalled,  as  I  hoped,  merely  tempo- 
rarily,by  the  announcement  of  Admiral  DuPont  tliat  he  had  resolved  tJD  retire, 
and  that  consequently  we  could  expect  no  assistance  from  the  navy. 

Immediately  the  admiral  was  waited  upon-  by  an  officer  of  my  staff,  who  rep- 
resented the  forwardness  of  our  preparation  for  crossing,  the  evidently  unpre- 
pared condition  of  the  enemy  to  receive  us,  while  any  delay,  now  that  oar  in- 
tentions were  unmasked,  would  give  the  enemy  time  to  erect  upon  the  southern 
end  of  Morris  island,  commanding  Light-house  inlet,  those  works  and  batteries 
which  he  had  heretofore  neglected.  To  these  considerations,  earnestly  and 
elaborately  urged,  the  admiral's  answer  was,  that  "he  would  not  fii'e  another 
shot."  A  lodgement  on  Morris  island  was  thus  made  impossible  for  us,  the  en- 
emy having  powerful  works  on  the  island,  more  especially  at  the  northern  end, 
out  of  which  we  could  not  hope  to  drive  him  unless  aided  by  a  cross-fire  from 
the  navy,  I  therefore  determined  to  hold  what  we  had  got  until  the  admiral 
should  have  had  time  to  repfur  his  vessels ;  and  to  this  hour  we  hold  every  inch 
of  ground  on  Folly  and  Cole's,  and  Seabrook's  island  that  we  held  on  the  day 
of  the  expected  crossing. 

Since  then  I  have  exercised  patience  with  the  admiral,  and  have  pushed  for- 
ward my  work  and  batteries  on  Folly  island  with  unremitting  diligence,  the 
enemy,  meanwhile,  thoroughly  aroused  to  their  danger,  throwing  up  works  that 
completely  command  Light-house  inlet,  on  the  southern  side  of  Morris  island, 
so  that  the  crossing,  which  could  have  been  effected  in  a  couple  of  hours  and 
with  little  saci-ifice  six  weeks  f^o,  will  now  involve,  whenever  attempted,  pro- 
tracted operations  and  a  very  serious  loss  of  life.  And  to  what  end  should  this 
sacrifice  oe  made  without  the  co-operation  of  the  navy!  Even  when  estab- 
lished on  the  soutliern  end  of  Moras  island,  the  northern  end,  with  its  powerful 
works,  and  commanded  by  the  fire  of  Forts  Samter  and  Johnson,  would  still  re- 
main to  be  possessed.  The  saci-ifioe  would  be  of  no  avail  without  the  aid  of  the 
navy;  andl  have  been  pmnfnliy  but  ftilly  convinced  that  from  the  navy  no 
such  aid  is  to  be  expected.  I  fear  Admiral  DuPont  distrusts  the  iron-ciads  so 
much  that  he  has  resolved  to  do  nothing  with  them  this  summer,  and,  therefore, 
I  most  urgently  beg  of  you  to  liberate  me  from  those  orders  to  co-operate  with 
the  navy,  wJiich  now  tic  mc  dowa  to  share  the  admiral's  inactivity.    Remaining 
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in  our  present  situatioQ,  we  do  not  even  detain  one  soldier  of  tlie  enemy  from 
service  elsewLere.  I  am  well  satisfied  that  they  have  already  sent  away  from 
Charleston  and  Savannah  all  the  troops  not  absolutely  needed  to  garrison  the 
defences,  and  those  will  have  to  remain  in  the  work  whether  the  enemy  be  in 
sight  or  not. 

Liberate  me  from  this  order  to  "co-operate  with  the  navy  in  an  attack  on 
Charleston."  and  I  will  immediately  place  a  column  of  tfen  thousand  of  the  best 
drilled  soldiers  in  the  country  (as  ucijue'ttionahly  are  the  troops  of  this  depart- 
ment) ia  the  heart  of  Geoi^a;  our  landmg  and  march  being  made  through 
counties  in  which,  as  shown  by  the  censua,  the  slave  population  is  seventy-five 
per  cent,  of  the  inhabitants. 

Nothing  is  truer,  sir,  than  that  this  lebellion  has  left  the  southern  States  a 
mere  hollow  shell.  If  we  avoid  theu  few  stiongholds,  where  they  are  prepared 
for  and  invite  ns  to  battle,  we  shall  meet  no  opposition  in  a  total  devastation  of 
their  resources,  thus  compelling  them  to  break  up  their  large  armies  and  gar- 
risons at  a  few  points,  into  scores  of  small  fractions  of  armies  for  the  protection 
of  every  threatened  and  assailable  point.  1  will  guarantee,  with  the  troops  now 
fruitlessly,  though  laboriously,  occupying  Folly  and  Seabrook  islands,  and  such 
other  troops  as  can  he  spared  from  the  remaining  posts  of  this  department,  to 
penetrate  into  Georgia,  produce  a  practical  dissolution  of  the  slave  system  there, 
destroy  all  railroad  communication  along  the  eastern  portion  of  the  State,  and 
lay  waste  all  stores  which  can  possibly  be  used  for  the  sustenance  of  the  rebel- 
lion. My  troops  are  in  splendid  healdi  and  discipline,  and,  in  my  judgment,  are 
more  tliorougbly  in  sympathy  with  the  policy  of  the  government  than  any  other 
ec^ual  body  of  men  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  to-day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

r>.  HUNTEE, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


OPERATIONS  IN  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  GULF. 
Testimony  of  Major  General  A'-  J.  T.  Dana. 

Friday,  A^il  22,  1S64. 
Major  General  W.  J.  T.  Dana  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Ml-.  Chandlei-: 

Question.  What  is  your  rank  and  position  in  the  army  at  this  time  ? 

Answer.  Major  general  of  volunteera,  since  the  29th  of  November,  1862. 
I  am  not  at  the  present  moment  on  duty.  I  have  just  been  relieved  from  duty 
in  the  department  of  the  Gulf,  at  jay  own  request,  by  order  of  the  major  general 
commanding  the  department  there. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  connected  with  the  department  of  the  Gulf? 

Answer.  I  arrived  at  New  Orleans  and  reported  for  duty  there  about  the 
middle  of  September  last,  and  I  have  been  continctously  on  duty  there  since 
that  time  nntil  I  left  New  Orleans  on  the  9th  of  April,  the  present  month. 

Question.  During  that  time  where  were  you  operating! 

Answer.  Immediately  on  reporting  for  duty  I  was  assigned  to  duty  in  the 
13th  corps,  and  reported  to  Major  General  Ord,  theu  commanding  the  corps. 
By  him  I  was  ordered  to  Morganzia,  on  the  Mississippi  river,  to  relieve  General 
Herrnn,  who  was  in  command  of  the  detachment  of  the  13th  corps  there.  I 
relieved  iiim,  if  my  memory  serves  me  aright,  on  the  27th  day  of  September, 
in  the  afternoon.  I, . 
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QuestioH.  Will  you  give,  in  your  own  way,  a  narrative  of  such  events  aa 
cftme  under  yotir  observation  and  knowledge  during  your  connexion  with  that 
department,  auch  aa  may  be  important  to  the  matters  before  this  committee  1 

Answer.  Tliat  will  be  a  narrative  of  the  history  principally  of  current  eventa, 
that  might  be  made  very  extended  and  be  of  very  little  interest. 

Question.  Make  it  as  brief  as  possible,  giving  important  events,  not  going 
minutely  into  them,  but  such  as  may  be  of  importance,  and  aa  brief  aa  may  be. 

Answer.  At  the  time  that  I  relieved  General  Herron,  the  Sd  division  or  the 
13ch  army  corps  was  supposed  to  be  there.  I  relieved  him,  as  I  said,  on  the 
27th  of  September  in  the  afternoon.  I  was  informed  by  him  that  he  had  two 
regiments  of  infantry  and  a  section  of  artillery  in  his  advance,  eight  miles  in  front 
of  JUoi^anzia.  The  reason  assigned  for  having  them  at  this  distance  was  that 
there  was  no  water  between  Morganzia  and  the  point  on  Bayou  Favdoche  where 
this  detachment  lay.  This  point  was  pretty  nearly  half  the  distance  to  the 
Atchafalaya  river  by  the  direct  road.  On  the  other  aide  of  the  Atchafalaya 
river  lay  the  rebel  Greene,  a  brigadier  general  in  the  confederate  service,  with 
hia  force,  supposed  to  be  very  much  superior  to  that  which  was  at  Morganzia. 
With  the  detatehment  in  front,  General  Herron  stated  to  me  that  he  had  a  small 
body  of  cavalry,  a  little  over  one  hundred  men  1  think ;  that  this  cavalry  kept  a 
dally  reconnoissance  to  the  Atchafalaya,  and  that  Greene  had  not  the  means  of 
crossing  the  Atchafalaya  in  force;  that  he  was  convinced  that  he  could  not  cross 
it,  and  bad  no  intention  of  crossing  it;  but  if  he  crossed  it  the  cavalry  would 
give  immediate  notice  of  it. 

General  Herron  left  in  the  evening,  and  in  the  morning  I  sent  out  oi-dera  to  this 
detachment  and  an  officer  to  inspect  its  position.  He  never  found  the  detach- 
ment and  I  never  saw  it.  The  messenger  whom  I  sent  out  found  the  enemy  be- 
tween Mot^anaia  and  the  detachment  in  force,  as  he  stated.  ,1  immediately 
sent  a  regiment  out  to  clear  the  road,  supposing  that  some  of  their  scouts  had 
gotten  between  Morganzia  and  the  detachment.  The  whole  detachment  was 
captured,  with  the  exception  of  those  who  escaped,  after  being  broken  up  by 
three  brigades  of  the  enemy's  troops  under  Greene. 

Qiieation.  Do  you  mean  that  the  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  the  artillery 


Answer.  Most  of  the  infantry  and  the  artillery  were  captured.  The  cavalry 
escaped.  They  fought  out  until  they  were  cut  into  little  sc[uads  of  four  or  five 
and  took  to  the  awamps.  I  reported  this  state  of  thin^  immediately,  and  I  found 
that  my  command  there  was  only  about  1,600  men,  in  meet  wretched  condition, 
without  a  tent  or  shelter  of  any  kind  to  cover  them,  ragged  and  dirty,  lying  in 
the  mud  and  exposed  to  the  rain  on  the  river  bank,  without  any  purpose  appar- 
ently in  view ;  and  what  the  end  intended  to  be  accomplished  by  aeuding  this 
detachment  there  and  leaving  it  on  the  A'lvei-  bank  was,  I  was  not  infonned. 
I  made  report  immediately  of  ita  condition  and  the  amall  force.  I  ascertaiced 
immediately  afterward  that  Greneral  Ord  was  greatly  surprised  at  the  weak- 
ness of  the  detachment.  It  was  not  the  division  in  feet,  although  it  was  in 
name.  Nearly  half  the  division,  if  not  quite  half,  was  left  at  Carrollton,  near 
New  Orleans.  The  force  with  which  Greene  crossed  the  Atchafalaya  and  gob- 
bled up  thia  advance  party  waa  acertained  from  the  prisonera  who  were  cap- 
tured by  me  to  be  about  4,000,  between  3,500  and  i.OOO.  It  was  three  brigades 
and  a  battery  of  six  pieces.  They  attacked  them  on  all  aidea  simnltaneoualy, 
and  the  five  hundred  men  who  were  captured  are  still  prisonera  in  Texas,  two 
of  the  finest  regiments  we  had. 

I  may'  state  that  nothing  was  ever  expl^ned  to  me  of  the  plans  which  were 
had  in  view  by  the  commander-in-chief  at  that  time.  He  himself,  with  his  staff 
and  with  his  main  column,  composed  of  the  greater  part  of  the  13th  corps  and 
the  19th  corps,  were  at  that  time  on  a  second  campaign  up  the  Teche.  From 
the  conversation  which  I  heard  between  (j-encral  Ord  and  Ijcnetal  Banks  at  tlie 
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time  that  I  received  ordera  to  go  up  to  Morganzia,  I  gathered  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  commaDder-in- chief  to  move  this  stong  column  up  to  Alexandria, 
and  that  the  way  haviag  heen  cleared  in  my  front  by  driving  G-reeno  away  from 
the  Atchafalaya,  I  was  at  Bome  ftitnre  time  to  join  with  my  small  body  of  troops 
this  main  column;  and  meanwhile  I  waa  forbidden  to  carry  any  supplies  to  these 
men,  to  bring  up  any  re-enforcementa  of  the  atragglera  and  the  troops  that  weve 
left  behind  at  CarroIIton,  or  even  to  carry  up  the  knapsacks  of  the  men  who 
wpi-e  ragged  and  in  sucli  a  filthy  condition.  They  had  gone  up  to  Morganzia 
and  left  everything  they  bad  at  OarrolUon,  They  were  comfortless  and  in  a 
wretched  condition.  I  disregarded  the  instnictiona  received  so  fiu-  aa  to  carry  the 
taen'a  kcapaacks  up  to  them  when  I  went  up  myself,  and  it  added  bo  little  to 
their  comfort.  The  men  were  reported  by  their  officers  to  be  lonay  from  hav- 
ing no  change  of  clothes.  They  were  told  they  were  to  go  up  thes-e  for  two  or 
three  days,  and  they  were  t-here  I  should  think  a  month. 

Soon  after  the  euEfair  of  the  Bayou  Fardoche,  probably  two  weeks  after, 
G-eneral  Banks  being  then  upon  the  TiSche  with  bis  column  operating,  I 
received  a  despatch  sent  to  me  by  telegraph  to  Port  Hudson,  and  from  there 
by  a  special  steamer,  to  report  at  headquarters  for  instractiona.  I  went  im- 
mediately to  New  Orleaua.  Greneval  Banks  was  not  there.  I  had  received  in- 
timations that  the  instructions  I  was  to  receive  would  be  of  a  delicate  naliure;  and 
1  therefore  doubted  the  propriety  of  my  going  down  into  the  field  to  find  Genei-al 
Banks,  as  infereaces  might  he  drawn  from  that.  I  then  put  myself  in  commu- 
nication with  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  department  of  the  Gulf,  Colonel 
Holabird,  whom  I  supposed  to  he  in  Gieneral  Banks's  intimate  confidence,  I 
told  him  that  I  bad  come  down  to  report,  as  soon  as  I  saw  him,  and  he  said, 
"  I  know  all  about  it."  I  found  that  he  knew  all  the  instrnctions  that  I  was  to 
receive,  and  I  believe  now  that  he  was  the  only  one  that  knew  anything  about 
it.  He  told  me  that  General  Baaks  did  not  want  me  to  go  down  to  the  T6cbe, 
but  wanted  me  to  wait  there,  and  had  given  him  detmls  of  all  bis  plans,  and 
what  be  wanted  me  to  io.  I  put  myself  in  communication  with  General  Banks, 
and  received  direct  from  him,  through  Colonel  Holabird,  a  telegram  saying  that 
he  had  explained  everything  to  Colonel  Holabird,  who  would  explain  mattei-s  to 
me,  and  1  received  from  Colonel  Holabird  information  that  I  was  desired  not 
U)  telegraph  or  write  to  General  Banks  on  the  subject,  as  the  telegrams  and 
despatches  might  be  examined  by  persons  whom  he  did  not  care  fo  be  initiated 
into  the  plans.  The  orders  were  for  me  to  prepare  an  expedition  to  the  Texas 
coast.  The  force  that  I  had  I  was  ordered  to  bring  immediately  down  from 
Morganzia,  and  rejoin  the  balance  of  it  which  was  lying  in  camp  at  OarroUton, 
to  organize  it  and  put  it  in  complete  condition  for  the  field,  witJi  such  other 
forces  as  should  report  to  me,  and  to  prepare  for  embarcatiou.  With  the'  as- 
sistance of  Colonel  Holabird,  the  whole  thing  was  carried  out  as  near  to  per- 
fection as  it  could  be.  I  obtained  from  General  Banks  a  carte  hlancke  for  draw- 
ing supplies  from  the  different  administrative  members  of  his  staff,  who  were 
directed  to  furnish  my  requisitions  without  question  and  without  delay.  I  pre- 
pared a  large  fleet  of  steam  transports,  and  on  the  ^th  day  of  October  embarked 
with  thorn  and  about  six  thousand  men  for  Brazos  Santiago. 

I  had  no  communication  with  General  Banks  during  all  the  time  that  I  was 
preparing  the  expedition,  although  he  was  in  New  Orleans,  except  to  ask  him 
tor  instructions,  and  he  told  me  that  they  were  already  prepared,  and  I  would 
receive  them  before  I  embarked.  All  the  communication  that  had  been  made 
to  me  up  to  this  time  was  verbally  by  Colonel  Holabird.  Colonel  Holabird  in- 
formed me  that  oar  expenditures  down  on  the  Sio  Grande  would  have  to  be 
entirely  coin,  probably ;  that  he  had  sent  a  quartermaster  to  Washington  to 
procure  $100,000  in  coin,  from  the  Treasury  Department.  Tliis  was  procured,  as 
I  heard  the  quai-termaster  state  who  came  for  the  money.  He  said  it  was  with 
great  effort  it  was  obtained,  and  with  some  opposition.     I  carried  down  arms 
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and  equipments  to  arm  and  equip  a,  thousand  infantry  and  a  thoaaand  cavaliy, 
I  think,  in  case  I  cowld  raise  them  on  the  Rio  Grande  or  in  Texas,  and  was 
promised  all  I  should  call  for  afterwards ;  thirty-days' rations  for  my  whole  force, 
over  and  above  the  ten  days,  which  I  distributed  to  the  command  when  we 
Bailed;  forage  for  thirty  days  over  and  above  the  ten  days  distributed  to  the 
command  when  we  sailed.  It  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  the  details.  The 
general  result  I  suppose  is  what  you  want. 

The  day  before  I  sailed,  being  on  board  the  flag-ship  myself,  at  the  wharf  in 
New  Orleans,  the  rest  of  the  fleet  having  been  despatched  to  its  anchorage  at 
the  head  of  the  pass  of  the  Mississippi,  1  was  awaiting  orders,  having  not  even 
then  received  my  instructions.  General  Banks  then  sent  a  staff  officer  down  on 
board  the  vessel  to  say  that  he  would  like  half  of  the  state-rooms  reserved  for 
himself  and  his  staff.  This  was  the  first  intimation  I  had  of  General  Banks 
going  to  Texas.  I  expi-^sed  some  surprise  to  Colonel  Holabird  about  it.  I 
asked  him  if  he  knew  all  the  time  that  tbe  genei-al  was  going.  I  understood 
him  he  did  not ;  that  he  did  not  think  the  general  intended  to  go  until  the  day 
before.  He  said  the  genei'al  wished  me  to  conduct  the  affair  just  exactly  as  if 
he  were  not  there ;  that  1  would  be  in  command,  and  that  I  would  give  all  the 
orders  that  were  necessary,  and  he  did  not  expect  to  interfere  at  aJl,  I  con- 
considered  this  very  complimentary,  and  was  very  willing  to  do  all  the  work  I 
eould  do,  but  as  to  being  the  commanding  officer  when  there  was  a  superior 
officer  present,  I  knew  enough  about  soldiering  to  know  what  that  meant. 

A  landing  was  made  at  Brazos  Santiago,  in  Texas,  and  the  command  was 
pushed  forward  to  Brownsville,  some  twenty-six  miles  up  the  Rio  Grande, 
opposite  Matamoras. 

I  ought  to  mention  that  I  had  not  then  received  any  instructions.  On  the 
way  down,  on  board  the  flag-ship.  Colonel  Holabird  mentioned  to  me  something 
about  his  instructioM.  I  then  asked  him  if  he  had  got  them.  He  said  he  had  ; 
he  had  received  them  that  day ;  he  had  them  in  his  pocket,  and  he  had  also 
seen  mine,  and  asked  me  if  I  had  got  mine,  and  appeared  surprised  that  I  had 
not.  He  said  he  had  read  them  himself,  and  that  the  general  had  probably 
forgotten  to  hand  them  to  me,  and  that  I  would  get  them  within  a  day  or  so  if 
I  did  not  that  day.  1  read  his  instructions,  which  he  handed  me  to  read,  and 
I  never  heard  anything  more  about  mine. 

A  few  days  after  we  arrived  at  Bro^vnsville  General  Banks  and  his  staff  left. 
He  ordered  me  to  send  certain  troops  from  Brownsville  to  Point  Isabel  for 
embarcation,  and  he  left  for  Aranzas  Pass,  carrying  with  him  four  regiments  of 
white  troops,  infantry,  and  four  pieces  of  light  artillery,  and  two  siege  guns 
without  ti-oops  attached  to  them,  that  I  heard  of.  A  landing  was  made  on  Mus- 
tang island.  The  fort  belon^ag  to  the  rebels,  which  was  on  it,  surrendered  to 
our  troops  under  Brigadier  General  KaMom,  who  made  his  report  to  me,  with- 
out any  loss,  I  believe,  on  either  side. 

General  Banks  had  told  me  that  it  was  his  purpose  to  collect  all  of  the  corps 
■which  I  then  commanded,  General  Ord  having  gone  to  the  north  sick — all  of 
the  13th  corps  in  Texas ;  that  he  expected  to  be  able  to  take  possession  of  Pasg 
Oavallo  and  Fort  Esperanaa,  and  that  the  main  portion  of  the  troops  would  be 
collected  in  that  part  of  Texas,  and  that  we  should  march  into  the  interior  of 
Texas  from  Indianola,  or  that  vicinity.  It  was  his  purpose  to  establish  him- 
self at  Indianola  or  Powder  Horn ;  he  made  use  of  the  latter  name,  I  believe,  and 
it  was  from  there  he  would  issue  his  address  to  the  people  of  Texas. 

The  day  after  the  surrender  of  the  fort  on  Mustang  island  Brigadier  General 
Eansoia,  with  his  troops,  crossed  over  to  St,  Joseph's  island,  on  the  northern 
side  of  Araazaa  Pass.  He  was  joined  by  other  troops  belonging  to  the  13th 
corps,  which  were  being  then  transported  from  Louisiana  down  to  Texas,  and 
two  brigades,  commanded  by  General  Ransom  and  Colonel  Washburne,  moved 
up  St.  Joseph's  island  across  Cedar  bayou  to  Matagorda  island,  marched  up 
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tlie  whole  length  of  that  island,  and  invested  Fort  Esperanaa,  which  was 
evacuated  in  the  night  time,  its  magazines  blown  up  by  the  enemy,  and  tliey 
i-etreated  into  the  interior  by  crossing  the  bayous  between  the  island  and  the 
mainland,  over  such  ferries  as  they  had  constructed  there. 

Baring  all  this  time  I  had  been  left  on  the  Eio  Grande,  at  Brownsville,  with- 
out any  specific  instractions.  When  General  Banks  left  he  told  me  it  was  well 
if  I  could  prepare  an  expedition  to  go  up  as  high  as  Roma,  one  hundred  aaid 
twenty  miles  up  tiie  Rio  Grande,  above  Brownsville.  There  were  three  high- 
pressuve  ateamboati^  on  the  Rio  Grande,  belonging  to  notorious  rebels  who  had 
put  them  uader  the  Mexican  government,  and  by  some  arrangement  between 
General  Banks  and  the  Ameriean  consulate  in  Matamoraa  these  boats  were  put 
into  the  possession  of  General  Banks.  The  matter  never  was  explained  to  me 
as  to  what  promisee  had  been  made  about  them.  I  knew  enongh  to  know  that 
the  way  in  which  General  Banks  had  become  possessed  of  them  bound  him  in 
honor  to  make  a  fair  settlement  for  them,  whosoever's  property  they  were.  I 
received  a  private  letter,  the  only  one  I  received  from  Colonel  Holabird  after 
he  went  to  New  Orleans,  in  which  he  stated  that  some  arrangement  ought 
inimediately  to  be  entered  into  about  those  boats,  and  that  they  ought  to  be 
immediately  purchased.  The  best  of  them  had  been  carried  up  the  coast  by 
General  Banks,  and  was  up  at  Matagorda  bay.  The  other  two  were  river 
craft,  and  of  no  service  outside  the  Rio  Grande,  and  very  little  service  in  it  at 
that  time,  we  having  no  use  for  them. 

In  a  communication  which  I  made  to  General  Banks  or  to  his  headijuarters, 
I  think  it  was  personally  to  him,  I  stated  the  matter  of  these  steamboats,  and, 
if  I  remember  aright,  I  urged  that  some  settlement  shouldimnjediately  be  made 
about  them.  1  feai-ed  that  some  grand  hiUs  wodd  be  run  up  against  the  govern- 
ment for  the  daily  service  of  steamboats  which  were  not  used  at  all,  or  nsed 
but  very  little  at  that  time.  They  were  afterwards  used  a  great  deal,  I  had  an 
interview  with  the  agent  of  the  owners  of  the  boats,  the  same  man  who  was 
afterwards  imprisoned  on  the  question  of  a  forced  loan  in  Matamoras,  and  who 
required  the  interference  of  the  authorities  to  get  him  out,  Mr.  Galvan,  and  he 
stated  to  me  that  these  three  boats  were  worth  $100,000  in  coin — that  would 
make  them,  at  the  price  of  gold  at  tliat  time,  somewhere  near  1155,000.  I  jeered 
him  a  little  about  the  even  sum  that  had  occurred  to  him,  and  told  him  that, 
thijugh  I  did  not  suppose  he  was  in  earnest  about  insisting  on  that  particular 
amount,  still  I  had  no  doubt  that  there  would  be  a  fe,ir  settlement  of  some  kind 
made  with  him,  and  I  wrote  to  General  Banks — I  think  to  him  personally,  at 
all  events  to  his  headquarters — auggestmg  that  some  settlement  should  be  made 
for  these  boats,  and  that  the  only  fair  settlement  that  could  be  made  injustice 
to  the  government  was  that  three  steamboat  men  should  be  sent  down  from  New 
Orleans,  who  would  be  conversant  with  making  estimates  of  the  value  of  boats, 
and  that  they  should  agree  on  the  real  value  of  these  boats  at  the  time  they 
were  put  into  our  hands,  and  that  that  should  be  paid  for  tiieni,  and  interest  at 
six  per  cent,  on  that  sum  from  the  time  that  we  had  them  until  the  time  of  aet- 
tlem.eEit.  I  do  not  know  what  has  been  done  about  those  boats,  I  am  told 
that  SlOOjOOO  in  specie  has  been  paid  for  them  and  their  services, 

ByMr.  Odelh 

Question.  Do  they  now  belong  to  the  government? 

Answer.  I  understand  that  they  do.  They  are  in  oar  possession,  and  they 
can  never  go  out  of  it,  I  suppose.  I  have  heard  that  they  have  been  settled  for. 
I  left  there  before  the  settlement  was  made,  and  therefore  I  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  it.  At  the  time  General  Banks  and  hia  staff  were  about  to  leave 
Brownsville,  I  was  about  being  left  there  without  any  fuuds.  We  had  taken 
possession  of  about  130  or  140  bales  of  cotton  there.  I  had  thirty  days'  sup- 
plies, less  a  certain  amount  which  General  Banks  would  be  obliged  to  ta£e 
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awav  up  to  Araa^a'i  I  supposed  that  supplies  would  constantly  follow  us,  aud 
iminpdiatcly  I  had  ne^er  had  a  doubt  aDout  it  up  to  that  time.  Still  I  was 
ordered  to  puichtse  hoises  in  Mexico  to  mount  such  recruits  as  we  should  raise 
down  theie  and  alio  to  remount  such  dismounted  cavalry  as  I  had,  and  for  all 
"orts  of  usei  f ran "p citation  &c  and  Oolonel  Holahird  appointed  an  agent 
down  there  who  showed  me  sohsequently  his  authority  from  the  eoloael  for 
acting  as  an  Tgent  in  the  p  11  chise  of  horses.  He  was  to  receiye  a  .daily  com- 
peDBa.tion  hy  fliat  agieement.  I  mention  this  merely  to  show  that  funds  would 
be  necessary.  If  the  simple  assertion  that  an  sirmy  in  the  field  does  not  require 
funds  to  subsist  upon  is  not  enough,  that  order  to  purchase  horses  will  show 
that  there  was  a  necessity  to  have  a  sum  of  money.  I  requested  an  order  from 
General  Banks  to  have  funds  turned  over  to  my  chief  quartermaster  who  was 
to  be  left  there,  and  to  the  commissary.  General  Banks  issued  an  order  di- 
recting his  chief  quartermaster  to  furnish  such  funds  to  the  chief  qnartermaster 
left  with  the  forces  on  the  Rio  Grande  as  were  required.  He  left  with  him 
S12,500  in  gold,  and  a  few  thousand  dollars  in  greenbacks  ;  not  so  much  as  that, 
but  I  forget  the  amount ;  I  think  about  $.5,000.  I  was  ordered  to  send  all  the 
cotton  that  I  collected  in  Texas  direct  to  New  Orleans,  and  the  chief  quarter- 
master. Colonel  Holahird,  was  ordered  to  sell  it.  Subsequently  I  was  obliged 
to  sell  cotton  there  or  starve  to  death.  My  action  in  that  matter  was  sanctioned, 
and  I  was  ordered  to  send  what  I  did  not  require  for  the  use  of  the  troops  to 
Hew  Orleans.  I  succeeded  in  getting  some  1,300  or  1,400  bales  of  cotton. 
The  first  400  bales,  or  a  little  over  that,  I  shipped  direct  to  New  Orleans ;  but 
there  never  was,  from  the  time  that  I  was  left  there  until  more  than  two  months 
afterwards,  when  I  was  ordered  up  the  coast  of  Texas,  any  supply  of  forage 
Bent  from  New  Orleans  to  the  Rio  Grande,  except  when  animals  were  sent ;  the 
rations  of  those  animals  were  put  on  board  ship  with  them.  Our  rations  ran 
short  with  the  men,  so  that  I  was  compelled  to  buy  in  the  Matamoras  market. 
I  was  compelled  to  buy  com  in  the  country,  on  the  Mexican  aide,  and  from 
merchants  in  Matamoras,  and  cai^oes  of  it  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  at  anchor, 
entered  at  the  Mexican  custom-house,  and  this  corn  cost  from  $2  to  #3  a  bushel 
in  coin.  I  ciamoi-ed  considembly  for  money,  knowing  that  $100,000  in  coin 
had  been  sent  down  for  the  use  of  that  force  from  Washington ;  and  not  getting 
the  mODey,  eithei-  papei'  or  gold,  I  thought  it  was  rather  imprudent  in  me  to  get 
rid  of  all  my  cotton  too,  and  I  sold  all  the  cotton  except  the  first  lot  shipped. 
I  think  about  200  bales  of  cotton  were  released  to  Union  men  who  owned  it. 
About  200  hales  were  left  undisposed  of  at  the  time  I  left  Brownsville  and 
turned  the  command  over  to  General  Herron.  The  rest  of  the  cotton  was  sold 
for  the  highest  price  it  would  bring  at  Matamoras,  from  thirty-one  to  tliirty- 
three  cents  a  pound  in  gold,  and  the  funds  were  turned  over  to  the  quarter- 
magter's  department,  the  commissary  department,  and  the  medical  department, 
and  expended  for  the  subsistence  of  that  force. 

Question.  How  did  you  sell  it  1 

Answer.  Anybody  that  would  offer  the  most  for  it  got  it.     There  was  no 

?lan  about  it.  We  only  sold  it  as  we  required  the  money.  The  balance  of  it 
intended  to  ship  to  New  Orleans  if  they  ever  sent  us  any  supplies.  There 
was  no  margin  on  cotton  there.  Speculators  frequently  came  from  New  Orleans 
expecting  ihat  ihey  could  buy  cotton  there  the  same  as  they  did  on  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  at  from  ten  to  fifteen  cents  a  pound  in  greenbacks ;  but  thei-e  was  a 
competition  in  Matamoras  that  kept  it  up  at  from  thirty-one  to  thirty-three  cents 
in  gold  all  the  time ;  and  then  their  expenses  were  heavy  to  put  it  on  board  ves- 
sels at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  which  could  only  be  done  occasionally  in 
a  calm  sea.  It  had  to  be  carried  out  five  miles  from  shore  over  a  bad  bar  by 
steam  lighters,  and  loaded  on  to  a  vessel  that  lay  at  the  mouth,  and  then  cai'ried 
to  its  destination.  I  never  could  see  that  there  was  any  maigin  for  speculation 
in  buying  cotton  down  there  at  thirty-three  cents  a  pound  in  gold.     But  wo  were 
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paying  enormous  amounts  for  tlie  grain  we  were  ufling.     We  were  paying  tliere 
$2  a  bualiel  for  corn  in  gold,  whicli  made  it  $3  a  busbel  all  the  time. 

Queaiion.  Was  that  the  result  of  combination  or  scarcity  J 

Answer.  Scarcity.     It  was  all  imported  into  Mexico ;  none  raised  there. 

Qnestion.  Who  were  the  purchasers  of  the  cotton? 

Answer.  Merchants  in  Matanioras ;  sometimea  foreign  merebants ;  in  fact, 
mostly  foreign  merchants,  I  think.  Mr.  Oalvan,  I  remember,  bought  one  lot  of 
Jibout  one  hundred  bales,  or,  perhaps,  not  yuite  so  much. 

Question.  Was  it  bought  by  the  attaches  of  the  government,  army,  or  other 
officers  1 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  at  all.  I  do  not  think  it  was.  It  was  all  bought  in  by 
merchants.     There  was  nobody  else  there  who  had  any  coin  to  pay  for  it. 

A  few  days  after  General  Banks  left  I  sent  an  expedition  up  to  Eoma,  120 
miles  up  the  Eio  Grande  river.  It  was  composed  both  of  cavalry  and  infantry, 
with  two  pieces  of  artillery.  It  was  gone  some  time,  and  suffered  considerable 
privation  ;  discovered  no  enemy,  not  heard  of  any  exceeding  180  in  that  part  o{ 
the  country.  I  seat  expeditions  out  iu  the  direction  of  the  interior  of  Texas, 
towards  Corpus  Ohristi,  about  seventy  miles  or  more,  and  discovered  no  enemy; 
nor  was  there  any  enemy  between  the  Nueces  river  and  the  Rio  Grande  that 
could  stand  up  before  300  of  our  men  at  any  time.  The  objects  of  the  expedition, 
further  than  the  occupation  and  reclamation  of  Texas,  were  never  explained  to 
me.  All  the  object  we  could  accomplbh  on  the  Rio  Grande  had  been  accom- 
plished by  the  occupation  of  Brownsville.  The  effect  of  it  was  to  atop  that 
grand  outlet  which  the  rebels  had  heretofore  made  use  of  for  letting  out  their 
cotton  and  bringing^  in  their  military  supplies.  But  it  did  not  stop  the  trade. 
The  starting  point  for  the  Rio  Gande  is  San  Antonio,  in  the  centre  of  Texas, 
It  is  a  much  shorter  road  from  San  Antonio  to  Eagle  Pass,  which  is  350  miles 
above  Brownsville,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  than  it  ia  from  San  Antonio  to  Browns- 
ville. The  rebel  cotton  could  just  as  easily  be  sold  on  the  Mexican  side,  oppo- 
site Eagle  Pass,  as  it  could  at  Matanioras.  The  effect  was,  thea,  only  to  divert 
the  ti'ade,  and  all  the  trade  that  had  theretofore  been  carried  on  across  the  Kio- 
Grande,  at  Matamoras,  has  since  been  earned  on  at  Eagle  Pass,  A  force  to  ■ 
occupy  the  whole  of  the  Rio  Grande  up  to  Eagle  Pass  would  be  very  large,  and 
the  expense  of  it  would  be  tremendous.  I  addressed,  without  being  invited, 
more  than  one  communication  to  General  Banks  on  thesubject  of  the  disposition 
of  the  troops  iu  thait  part  of  Texas,  Having  never  received  any  explanation 
fi'om  him  of  his  plans,  or  any  detailed  instructions  as  to  what  was  expected  of 
me,  I  felt  very  great  heaitatiou  in  advancing  any  opinions  whatever.  I  did  it, 
however,  in  as  delicate  a  manner  as  I  could,  I  repeated  the  advice,  if  it  may 
be  called  ao ;  I  repeated  tlie  despatches  to  him  more  than  once ;  but  I  never 
Lave  received  an  acknowledgment  of  them.  I  advised  him  that  the  force  was 
out  of  position  on  the  Rio  Grande,  although  it  was  proper  that  it  should  have 
been  at  first  careied  there ;  but  that  its  proper  position,  if  it  was  to  effect  the 
object  of  closing  up  the  trade  on  the  Rio  Grande  by  itself,  without  co-operation 
with  any  other  foree  to  fight  the  enemy,  was  to  move  it  somewhere  on  the 
Nueces  river,  probably  at  Corpus  Christi,  with  a  view  of  occupying  San  Antonio,, 
or  that  district  of  country.  It  that  were  occupied,  the  whole  trade  on  the  Eio- 
Grande  would  be  at  an  end. 

I  had  at  the  same  time  sent  a  desperate  i-efugee,  who  volunteered  his  ser- 
vices, up  to  Eagle  Pasa  with  authority  to  collect  such  refugees  as  he  could,  and' 
help  himself  up  there  in  any  way  that  he  wanted.  His  directions  were  to 
destroy  anything  on  the  road  that  he  could  not  carry  away ;  to  take  all  the 
cotton  and  otlier  property  that  he  could  get  within  reaching  distance  of  the  Rio. 
Grande  and  put  it  in  a  Mexican  eustom-house,  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  in 
the  name  of  the  United  States,  and  then,  after  that,  to  make  "  Jordan  a  hard 
road  to  travel;"  to  make  the  road  from  San  Antonio  to  Eagle  Pass,  over  which 
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the  traitorous  Jews  of  tliat  district  carry  on  tbeir  eontrabancl  trade,  so  perilous 
that  tLey  would  abandoa  it.  He  was  just  the  man  to  do  this  job ;  and  I  have 
received  despatches  from  him  since  that  he  had  150  men  up  there,  but  he  could 
not  get  arms  for  ten  of  them,  and  the  enemy,  getting  notice  of  his  intentions. 
Lad  sent  a  cavalry  force  to  Eagle  Pass,  which  was  joBt  enough  to  keep  him 
away.  The  country  between  Brownsville  and  Eagle  Pass  {350  miles)  is  bari'en, 
A  cavalry  force  cannot  subsist  on  it.  From  Corpus  Christi  to  Eagle  Pass,  and 
from  there  to  Loredo,  the  country  is  better.  The  roads  are  shorter  than  from 
Brownsville  to  either  of  those  places,  and  a  force  stationed  on  the  Nueces 
river  would  control  all  that  part  of  the  country,  whereas  any  amount  of  force 
stationed  at  Brownsville  would  not.  I  went  into  detail  somewhat  in  the 
despatches  I  wrote  to.headquaa-tei-s,  but  I  never  was  encouraged  to  repeat 
them.  My  proposition  was  to  leave  700  men  on  the  Rio  Grande — 500  of  them 
at  Brownsville,  which  I  had  fortified  very  strongly;  200  at  Brazos  island,  to 
guard  the  depot,  and  to  take  the  rest  of  the  force  around  to  Corpus  Christi,  the 
cavalry,  artillery,  and  transportation  by  land,  with  a  sufficient  guai-d  of  infan- 
try, and  the  remainder  of  the  infantry  around  by  water  to  Aranzas  Pass  and 
Corpus  Christi. 

At  that  time  my  information  goes  to  satisfy  me  that  San  Antonio  was  not 
fortified.  There  was  no  garrison  at  Corpus  Christi,  and  there  never  has  been 
one  since  we  have  been  in  Texas,  all  the  reports  of  a  thousand  prisoners  there 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding ;  and  there  were  no  troops  west  of  the  Guada- 
lupe river  which  could  contest  the  advance  of  a  single  brigade.  The  main 
forces  of  the  enemy  had  all  been  moved  to  the  east  of  the  Colorado  river  by 
orders  of  Magruder,  and  all  ;the  people  of  Texas  who  desired  protection  were, 
in  proclamations,  directed  to  move  to  the  eastward  of  that  river — that  that  shonld 
be  the  line  of  defence. 

When  the  troops  moved  up  the  coast  witli  General  Banks,  a  regiment  of 
white  infantry  was  left  at  Aranzas  Pass.  This  regiment  soon  after  sent  down 
to  me  for  rations.  We  had  then  but  a  few  days'  rations  on  hand,  and  they 
stated  that  they  were  about  out.  I  had  received  information  that  a  large 
steamship  with  50,000  rations  on  board,  which  had  arrived  at  Aranzas  Pass, 
was  carried  back  with  her  whole  load  from  there  without  landing  a  ration,  and 
this  was  what  shortened  their  supply.  I  never  heard  what  was  the  reason  of 
that,  but  the  chief  quartermaster.  Colonel  HoJabird,  it  was  reported  to  me,  went 
back  0(1  her,  and  General  Banks  was  there  at  the  time. 

About  the  1st  of  January  I  received  orders  to  turn  over  the  command  on 
the  Eio  Grande,  of  the  forces  there,  to  Major  General  Herron,  to  move  myself 
up  the  coast  to  Pass  Cavallo,  and  to  take  personal  command  of  all  the  troops 
on  the  coast.  I  arrived  at  Pass  Cavallo  about  the  12th  of  Jannary,  and  found 
there  Major  General  Wasbbume  in  command.  He  had  with  bim  the  1st  and 
3d  divisions  of  the  13th  coi'pe,  and  two  and  a  half  regiments  of  the  4th  division 
of  the  same  corps,  four  light  batteries,  one  siege  battery,  and  no  cavalry.  He 
complained  of  considerable  dissatisfaction  with  the  way  in  which  he  had  b-'n 
required  to  conduct  military  affairs  on  the  coast.  He  read  me  some  despatches, 
which  showed  that  he  had  made  the  same  complaints  to  headquitrters,  and  he 
was  warm  in  his  feelings  against  the  manner  in  which  he  had  been  required  to 
conduct  affairs.  He  stated  to  me  that  when  Port  Esperanza  was  evacuated  by 
the  enemy  he  could  have  immediately  marched  up  with  what  force  he  had, 
some  4,000  or  4,500  men,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Brazos  river,  and  have  taken 
possession  of  the  forts  at  that  month,  and  established  a  base  there  which  would 
have  been  of  .inestimable  value  to  us  in  the  reduction  of  Texas.  He  stated  he 
had  no  doubt  of  this ;  and,  from  all  I  have  ascertained  since,  I  think  he  was 
right.  He  was  prevented  from  doing  it  by  orders  ;  he  was  ordei-ed  to  remain 
on  Matagorda  island,  so  he  informed  me.  But  when  he  received  that  order  he 
was  in  motion  across  the  pass  to  Matagorda  peninsula  for  the  pui-pose  of  moving 
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«p  the  peninsula,  and  lie  so  far  departed  from  his  instructions  as  to  land  what 
troops  he  had  already  emharked  on  the  peuinaula  opposite,  and  retain  them 
tJiere  and  the  forces  which  subsec[uently  joined  him  ;  and  he  moreover  stated 
to  me  that,  from  the  information  he  had  from  the  interior,  tlie  11,000  or  12,000 
men  that  he  had  there  then  were  not  worth  aa  much  to  him  as  the  4,000  or 
4,500  which  he  had  at  the  time  Fort  Eapevanaa  was  evacuated,  owing  to  the 
preparation 8  which  the  eaemy  had  made,  and  their  entire  helplessness  almost 
at  the  time  Port  Esperauza  was  so  much  aarprised  by  the  appeai-anee  of  our 
forces  there.  He  also  stated  to  me  that  he  was  reqttired  to  a«t  on  the  defensive, 
and  was  not  mithorized  to  move  into  the  interior  or  to  occupy  the  mainland ; 
but  I  found  that  the  m^nland  was  occupied  at  Indianola  by  two  brigades 
under  Brigadier  G-eneral  Pitz  Henry  Warren. 

I  aaaumed  command  immediately  of  the  forces  there.  I  ordered  all  the  white 
troops  from  Matagorda  island  over  on  the  Matagorda  peninsula,  and  ordered  the 
remainder  of  the  division,  two  brigades  of  which  were  at  Indiaaola,  General 
Washburn's  division,  to  join  it  up  there,  and  I  commenced  the  movement  with 
what  means  I  had  on  hand,  with  a  view  of  moving  all  my  force  towards 
Indianola  and  Lavacca  and  preparing  for  an  advance  into  Texas,  for  I  confess 
that  I  had  not  up  to  that  moment  realized  the  idea  that  I  had  gone  down  to 
Texas  to  act  on  the  defensive  or  to  remain  quiet.  I  reported  very  soon  after 
I  arrived  there,  in  some  detail,  to  General  Banks  personally,  the  changes  that  I 
had  made  there,  where  I  had  moved  the  troops  to,  and  proposing  to  him  a  plaa 
of  campaign,  not  in  great  detail,  because  I  had  never  been  consulted ;  but  con- 
sidering myself,  aa  the  senior  ofB.cer  in  Texas,  partly  responsible  for  the  idleness 
of  the  troops  there,  and  expressing  myself  in  my  despatch  that  at  all  events  I 
would  be  by  public  opinion  held  responsible  for  it,  I  volunteered  some  more 
advice.  It  was  never  responded  to.  I  desired  cavalry  beyond  all  things.  I 
desired  the  control  of  the  force  on  the  Rio  Grande,  in  order  that  they  might  be 
made  to  co-operate  witli  this  force  in  moving  into  Texas.  I  consider  that,  had 
those  forces  co-operated,  and  a  reasonable  amount  of  cavalry  been  supplied, 
the  campaign  in  Texas  was  as  certain  a  thuig  as  we  have  ever  had  to  practice 
on  during  this  war. 

The  stories  that  have  been  told  about  Unionism  in  Texas  I  am  satisfied  are 
true,  and  that  the  mountains  of  Texas  are  filled  with  refugees  looking  for  the 
flag,  who  have  been  hidden  in  the  bushes  for  eighteen  months  there,  and  that 
in  Texas  itself  there  are  numbers  of  people  ready  to  show  their  hands  the 
moment  our  troops  approach,  and  some  of  whom  have  been  imprudent  enough, 
on  our  appearing  on  the  coast,  to  assert  a  little  more  independence  than  they 
had  been  able  to  assert  for  the  last  few  years,  and  have  got  into  difficulty  on 
that  account.  I  invited  all  the  people  at  Indianola,  and  all  within. our  lines,  to 
take  advantage  of  the  oath  prescribed  in  the  piLclamation  of  the  President. 
They  all  took  it,  with  the  exception  of  one  man  who  desired  to  be  made  a 
martyr  of,  and  succeeded. 

Soon  after,  1  was  directed  through  the  hexdquaitcrs  of  the  coi'ps.  I  had 
then  been  superseded  in  command  of  the  coipa  by  the  arii\al  of  General  Ord, 
about  the  20th  of  Janutiry,  from  sick  leave  trom  the  noith  and  his  headquarters 
were  established  at  New  Orleans.  I  was  ordered  to  toitiiy  my  positions  in 
Texas  in  the  strongest  manner,  and  to  make  requisitions  for  engineering 
materials  for  that  purpose,  and  for  such  heavy  artillery  as  I  required  to  defend 
myself  with.  It  was  necessary  perhaps  to  fortify  Indianola,  but  I  never  com- 
prehended the  necessity  for  fortifying  a  large  force  on  Matagorda  island.  I  was 
ordered  further  not  to  occupy  the  mainland  with  a  view  to  permanent  occupa- 
tion, and  to  be  prepared  to  be  called  on  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the  force 
that  I  had  at  Matagorda  bay,  and  to  prepare  Matagoi-da  island  with  strong 
defences  for  a  garrison  of  six  thousand  men.  I  confess  it  was  a  damper  on  my 
feeliags;  but  i  supposed  that  these  were  mere  precautionary  measures,  and 
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tl   n  did  not  realize  that  tint  would  he  carried  out.     13iit  Indiaiiola  haa 

I         eviLuated,  and  a!i  the  troops  oq  Matagorda  bay  whn  remained  there, 

ah  at  ft  e  tliou^aiid  h.\e  hundied  men,  are  strongly  fortified  on  Matagorda 

la  d       nd  hefore  I  left  tbeie,  there  were  two  major  generals  and  three  brigadier 

g       vi    helongiug  to  that  command,  without  counting  Major  General  Wash- 

b  wl  ose  division  it  was;  and  I  do  not  belieye  there  were  five  hnndred 

h  1    w  thin  a  hundred  miles  of  them. 

I  f  1  the  evacuation  of  Indianola  more  than  anything  that  I  have  felt  during 
tho  wh  1  war.  I  had  heard  that  in  Louisiana,  before  towns  had  been  occu- 
p  d  th  people  had  been  compelled  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance — whether 
thi>  IB  true  or  aot  I  do  not  know — aad  that  within  a  very  few  days  afterwards 
they  were  left  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  rqj)el3,  and  that  some  of  them  had 
been  hung.  The  people  of  Jndianola  said  they  would  be  treated  in  that  way 
if  we  left  them;  but  it  was  eTaeuated,  although  it  was  strongly  fortified,  and 
with  us  about  two  hnndred  of  the  population  left  for  fear  of  their  lives. 

I  take  upon  myself  the  whole  responsibility  of  offering  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  people  in  our  lines  in  Texas.  I  will  do  the  same  thing  wherever  they 
come  within  my  lines,  iinleas  I  am  prohibited  from  doing  it;  hut  I  have  been 
told  that  I  was  responsible  for  it,  aad  that  I  was  responpible  for  the  occnpation 
of  the  mainland.  I  have  written  records  which  will  show  the  whole  state  of 
things,  and  I  dislike  to  avoid  any  responsibility  like  either  of  these,  though  I 
had  no  responsibility  for  the  occupation  of  the  mainland, 

S  X  tho  sa  d  men,  in  round  numbers,  were  drawn  from  Matagorda  bay  t^l 
Lo  a  a.  11  ey  had  been  sent  down  at  great  expense  for  the  campaign  in 
Texas  wh  ch  had  never  been  carried  on.  They  had  suffered  on  the  coast  for 
wint  of  suppl  es  whilst  they  were  under  the  command  of  Greneral  Washburn, 
as  he  stated  to  me  They  were  then,  at  the  time  they  were  called  back,  fully 
equ  pped  had  every  comfort  that  soldiers  ought  to  have,  «nd  were  only  re- 
quniiig  oiders  to  march  into  the  interior  of  Texas.  They  were  taken  back  at 
similai-  expense  lo  Louisiana.  Not  only  tliat,  hut  I  think  there  were  eight 
steam  vessels  which  came  down  for  loads  for  them,  bringing  nothing  down,  and 
which  went  back  immediately  without  any  loads.  That  much  surplus  trans- 
portation was  sent  dowa  for  those  troops,  more  tban  was  required.  I  mention 
this  to  show  the  bad  management. 

Question.  Who  was  responsible  for  that  t 

Answer.  The  quartermaster's  department  in  some  of  its  ramifications — ^I  do 
not  know  who  in  pai'ticular;  but  a  quartermaster  was  sent  down  there  to  take 
charge  of  the  transportation  of  those  troops,  and  he  knew  just  how  many  there 
were,  and  how  many  loads  there  were  to  go,  and,  as  I  said  before,  eight  steam- 
boats wei'C  sent  down  empty  and  went  back  empty. 

The  campaign  in  Texas  has,  up  to  the  present  time,  resulted  in  the  occupation 
of  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande  up  to  Brownsville,  or  a  little  above  there,  and 
the  occupation  of  Brazos  Santiago,  Araneas  Pass,  and  Pass  Oavallo,  on  the 
coast,  but  the  trade  aci-oss  the  Gcaude  is  still  continued ;  and  the  interior  of 
Texas  has  been  left  intact,  although  the  deserters,  both  uommissioned  officera 
and  enlisted  men,  who  came  into  camp,  were  agreed  in  their  assertions,  that  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  army  of  General  Magruder  would  join  our  forces  if 
we  would  move  into  the  interior  of  Texas.  Those  that  did  leave  it,  and  came  to 
onr  lines,  ran  the  greatest  lisk  of  their  lives  in  getting  out. 

There  is  Boniething  very  greatly  to  be  admired  in  the  character  of  the  Texas 
refijgees.  They  ai-e  a  very  different  class  of  men  from  any  other  refugees  that 
I  have  seen  during  this  war.  As  a  general  thing,  they  are  a  noble  set  of  fel- 
lows, bound  up  in  the  Union,  and  so  sincere  in  their  feelings  that  they  divide 
with  each  other  the  last  dollar  they  have  got  until  they  get  to  our  camps,  and 
there,  as  a  general  rale,  the  first  thing  they  want  to  do  is  to  enlist  in  the  Texas 
campaign. 

r.e.b,  Google 
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By  Mr.  Loan : 

QaestioD.  What  time  did  you  leave  there  1 

Answer.  I  left  Matagorda  island,  I  belieye,  on  the  6th  of  this  month.  There 
were  then  on  Matagorda  island  in  round  numbere,  white  and  black,  about  5,500 
men.  I  believe  that  now  on  Matagorda  island  there  are  one  major  general  and 
three  brigadiers  with  that  force — Major  General  McClemand,  and  Brigadier 
Generals  Benton,  Warren,  and  Lawler. 

Question.  General  Banks  went  up  to  Matagorda  island  with  a  force  after  he 
left  you  at  Brownsville.  How  long  did  he  remain  there  before  he  returned  to 
Now  Orleaoa  1 

Answer.  I  can  only  state  what  I  heard  about  that  matter,  because  I  was  not 
present  with  tlmt  force ;  but  I  am  satisfied  that  he  never  landed  in  Texas  again 
after  he  embarked  at  Point  Isabel,  when  he  left  Brownsville.  I  have  been  in- 
fonned  by  the  offieere  who  made  their  statement  to  me,  that  when  he  left  the 
troops  at  l^ort  Esperanaa,  it  was  not  evacuated,  and  that  he  went  from  there  to 
New  Orleans  with  the  espeetation  that  that  would  be  a  slow  matter,  but  it  was, 
I  believe,  evacnated  the  same  night  of  the  day  on  which  he  sailed  for  New 
Orleans.  I  was  informed  by  the  oificers  who  were  present  at  that  time,  that 
General  Banks  left  there  with  the  expectation  that  that  would  be  a  siege. 

Question.  Who  was  left  in  command  of  that  force  on  Matagorda  island  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  General  Washburn.  Greneral  Washburn  could  give  yon 
much  more  information  about  matters  in  Matagorda  bay,  and  the  forces  in  Texas 
and  Louisiana,  because  he  was  in  the  campaign  up  the  Teche,  and  I  was  not ;  he 
was  much  longer  in  Louisiana  than  I  was.  I  learned  theday  before  yesterday  from 
the  chairman,  with  some  surprise,  that  General  Washburn  had  not  delivered  any 
testimony  here.  He  is  much  better  informed  on  these  matters  than  I  am ;  and 
some  of  this  history,  which  I  have  given  you,  was  received  from  him.  He 
felt  warmly  on  the  subject  on  account  of  his  command  and  his  men,  and  the 
way  in  which  he  thought  he  had  been  restricted  there. 
By  Mr.  Chandler : 

Question.  Do  you  consider  this  Texas  movement  a  success  or  a  failure  in  its 
results? 

Answer.  I  cannot  answer  that  g^uestion  without  knowing  what  the  plans  of 
the  command or-in-ehief  wei-e.  Now  I  do  not  see  that  he  had  any  particular 
objective  in  going  to  Texas.  He  has  not  accomplished  anything  in  proportion 
to  the  outlay,  and  the  effort  that  has  been  made  use  of. 

Question.  If  so,  to  what  do  you  attribute  that  failure — to  lack  of  energy  in 
its  execution,  or  lack  of  orders  to  vigoroasly  assault  1 

Answer.  I  attribute  it  entirely  to  inaction — inaction  of  the  troops  in  Texas, 
and  a  lack  of  cavalry  to  begin  operatious  with. 

Question.  Aad  do  you  attribute  that  inactivity  to  orders  from  headquarters, 
or  to  the  action  of  the  generals  in  command  in  the  field  t 

Answer,  Entii-ely  to  a  want  of  orders  from  headt[uarters.  I  do  not  believe 
there  was  an  oificer  or  a  man  in  Texas  that  was  not  impatient  to  begin  to  work, 
and  that  was  not  tired  of  lying  still  and  doing  nothing. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  that  the  force  which  was  in  Texas  would  have 
been  adequate,  with  a  proper  amount  of  cavalry,  to  overran  the  State  substan- 
tially, taking  possession  of  the  various  salient  points? 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  a  fair  prospect  of  success  with  the  force  that  was 
in  Texas  if  two  thousand  cavsdry  had  been  sent  down,  which  they  had  to  send. 
If  the  divisions  which  were  being  carried  down  had  been  filled  up,  if  the  con- 
valescents had  been  returned  to  their  regiments  in  Texas,  and  the  portions  of 
troops  sent  down  which  were  ordered  for  embareation,  I  consider  there  was 
sufficient  foree  at  that  time  to  have  done  the  work.  At  all  events  the  trade  on 
the  Rio  Grande  would  have  utterly  been  bi-oken  up.  The  despatches  which  I 
received  from  this  man  McManus,  whom  I  sent  up  to  Eagle  Pass,  stated  ^,^f~ 
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that  there  were  between  five  and  six  thousand  bales  of  cotton  collected  at  Eagle 
Pass  in  the  month  of  Februai-y.     The  trade  along  that  road  was  large. 
By  Mr.  Odell : 

Queetioii.  Do  you  know  that  the  cavaliy  which  you  say  waa  req)iire5  could 
have  been  furnished  1 

Answer.  ,It  was  in  New  Orleans.  I  merely  know  that,  however,  ftom  th© 
public  prints.  The  uewsjiapers  were  filled  with  glowing  accounts  of  the  reviews 
of  the  cavalry  force  all  the  winter  ia  New  Otleana. 

Question.  At  the  time  you  were  calling  for  them? 

Answer.  Some  of  that  was  the  cavalry  I  was  asking  for.  There  was  also 
cavab-y  down  on  the  Eio  Grande.  There  were  eight  btmdred  cavalry  certainly 
on  the  Rio  Grande,  which  I  asked  for,  but  it  lay  there.  I  was  not  pennitted  to 
touch  aiiy  of  that  force  on  the  Eio  Grande.  It  certainly  was  not  wanted  at  Sio 
Grande,  in  my  Qpiiiion. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  being  authorized  to  take  equipments  for  a  thousand 
cavalry  and  a  thousand  iafantiy. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  equipments  for  a  thousand  cavahy  were  never  landed. 
They  were  shipped  onboard  transports  which  c(ju]d  not  go  over  the  bars  of  Texas. 
They  lay  at  anchor  till  they  got  unseaworthy,  tind  were  carried  back  to  New 
Orleans.  I  suppose  I  have  written  more  despatches  about  that  load  of  cavalry 
^uipments  than  any  one  thing,  but  never  succeeded  in  getting  it  back.  It  has 
been  reported  to  me  by  the  officers  of  the  ordnance  department  in  New  Orleans 
that  they  had  at  three  separate  times  taken  those  equipments  do^vn  to  the  landing 
at  New  Orleans  for  shipment  again  to  Texas,  and  that  they  had  been  refused 
transportation  by  the  quartermaster's  department  because  they  had  other  things 
to  carry  down ;  and  an  ordnance  officer  told  me  they  were  sent  down  a  second  time 
and  sent  to  the  wrong  place,  and  carried  back  a  second  time.  But  there  was  a 
set  of  cavalry  equipments  sent  down  there  subsequently,  composed  of  citizens' 
saddles,  which  are  unfit  for  military  operations,  and  1  was  obliged  to  use  those. 
G-eneral  Waahburn  made  a  great  complaint  about  the  refusal  to  bring  his  sup- 
plies down  by  the  quartermaster's  department,  and  he  made  official  reports  to 
General  Banks  on  the  subject,  and  in  his  report,  which  he  read  to  me,  he  stated 
that  when  his  men  were  oat  of  rations  a  steamship  came  down  there  almost 
loaded  with  sutler's  goods,  and  that  he  had  infoimation  that  public  supplies  had 
been  taken  off  some  vessels  to  make  room  for  sutler's  goods.  His  indignation 
was  very  great  about  it. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  paying  your  own  expenses.  How  did  that  come 
out  t     Did  yon  get  cotton  enough  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  expedition  I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  When  I  left  the  Rio  Grande  I  left  about  two  hundred 
bales  of  cotton  in  the  hands  of  General  Herron,  as  I  stated,  and  I  turned  over 
to  him  all  the  coin  that  the  quartermaster's  department  had  in  possession,  which 
was  eight  or  ten  thousand  dollars — I  have  forgotten  how  much — and  a  good  lot 
of  supplies,  besides  forage  for  two  or  three  weeks. 

Question.  What  became  of  tlie  $100,000  in  coin? 

Answer.  That  I  never  heard  of  since.  We  got  $12,500  of  it;  bat  I  do  not 
know  what  was  done  with  the  balance.  Perhaps  it  is  on  hand  still  in  New 
Orleans. 

By  Mr.  Chandler  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  ika  loyalty  of  the  people  of  Louisiana 
at  this  time? 

Answer.  Not  of  toy  own  knowledge,  but  only  from  conversation  with  peopio 
in  New  Orleans,  and  from  common  report. 

Question.  Give  us  that,  then. 

Answer.  My  impression,  made  up  from  those  conversations  and  from  commoii 
report,  was,  that  t]ie  people  of  Loubiana  are  not  as  well  disposed  towards  the  gov- 
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eminent  to-day  as  tliey  were  within  a  very  shoi't  time  of  its  occupation  by  our 
forces.  I  am  of  the  impression  that  but  few  if  any  of  the  old  iuhabitaiitfi  of 
Louisiana  voted 'at  the  recent  elections.  I  am  of  the  impreseion  that  their 
bitterness  is  very  great  against  ns;  and  my  impressions,  which  I  have  grown 
up  with  during  diis  wai-,  fliat  rebels  cannot  be  coaxed,  but  must  be  whipped, 
have  been  very  mnch  strengthened  in  Louisiana.  The  only  way  to  rule  this 
people  is  by  authority,  and  by  letting  the  civil  machine,  which  has  now  beea 
organized  and  initiated,  run  on  with  just  as  little  friction  as  can  he  applied  to 
it;  to  purjish  all  offenders,  and  not  undertake  to  govern  as  much  as  they  are 
being  governed  now ;  let  the  thing  run  on  as  in  any  othcv  State. 

ByMr.  Odell: 

Question.  Without  military  interference  ? 

Answer.  Without  military  interference.  Now  we  are  deceiving  oHrselvea, 
and  nobody  else.  We  are  not  deceiving  the  rebels  down  there  by  the  recent 
method  of  introducing  Louisiana  into  the  Union.  We  are  not  deceiving  the 
people  of  Louisiana,  nor  the  army  down  there  j  bill  we  are  deceiving  cup 
friends  in  the  north  wonderfully. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  met  any  who  were  rebels  in  the  beginning  that 
have  become  friends  to  Unionism  ! 

Auawer.  I  have  never  seen  any.  I  do  not  believe  there  are  any.  I  think 
the  rebels  down  there  ai-e  more  bitter  now  than  they  were  wben  Louisiana  was 
first  occupied. 

Question.  I  do  not  confine  my  question  toLouisiana,  but  to  Texas  and  all  over? 

Answer.  It  is  my  opinion,  that  if  a  column  of  troops  were  matched  into 
Texas  suf&eient  to  sustain  itself  now,  Texas  would  require  noroanagement  to 
bring  ber  back  into  the  Union.  She  would  come  back  into  the  Union ;  she 
wonld  revolutioniae  hei-self,  and  the  rebels  would  be  whipped  out  of  her,  so 
that  she  would  want  no  assistance  after  one  or  two  battles.  Let  the  rebel 
army  be  beaten  in  Texas,  and  the  people  of  Texas  will  take  care  of  all  the  rest 
without  any  fostering  or  nursing  at  all ;  but  they  want  to  be  tenderly  treated  ; 
they  want  to  understand  that  we  are  going  to  do  the  fair  thing  when  we  take 
hold;  that  we  have  come  there  to  win  tlieir  liberties,  and  not  to  divide  their 
subsistence. 

By  Mr.  Chandler ; 
Question.  By  that  you  refer  to  Union  men  ? 

Answer.  Certainly.  There  are  a  great  many  rebels  in  the  State  of  Texas,  I 
have  no  doubt,  who  are  rebels  by  compulsion,  (they  cannot  help  themselves,) 
who  would  come  in  and  lake  advantage  of  the  President's  proclamation  of 
ty.and  remain  true  after  that. 


By  Mr.  Odell : 

Question.  You  said  that  the  people  wanied  to  understand  tbat  vre  meant  to 
deal  fairly  with  them  J 

Answer.  Yea,  air. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  by  that,  that  oar  militaiy  policy  has  beeia 
that  of  spoliation  1 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  that  our  militaiy  policy  has  been  that  of  spoliation  j 
but  although  no  instances  have  ever  come  under  say  knijwledge  of  the  rebel 
population  beng  plundered  after  they  had  given  in  adhesion  to  the  Union,  still 
stories  are  rife  about  those  things,  and  about  abuses  that  have  existed  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country,  and  about  encouragement  given  to  speculators  froia 
the  north,  under  whatever  name  they  go. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  about  them  ? 

Answer.  I  know  nothing ;  I  say  notliiog  of  that  kind  has  (;vcr  eonte  undes 
my  personal  observation.  ~( inalr 
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Mound  City,  Illinois,  April  23,  1864. 

Captain  Alexander  M.  Pennock  sworn  aad  examined. 
By  the  chairman : 

Question.  What  is  your  opinion  in  regard  to  the  effect  of  the  late  treasury 
regulations  in  relation  to  trade  up  and  down  the  river? 

Answer.  The  abuse  of  those  regulations  is  so  great  that  I  tliink  the  trade 
should  be  stopped.  From  all  the  information  I  can  obtain,  smuggling  is  carried 
on  to  a  very  gi'eat  extent  to  the  aid  and  comfort  of  the  rebels. 

Questiuo.  Oaanot  that  smu^ling  be  prevented  under  this  general  order  for 
trade  ? 

Answer.  In  my  opinion  it  cannot. 

Question,  Will  you  state  how  that  general  order  operates  ? 

Answer.  I  will  give  you  an  example ;  A  short  time  since,  on  the  Tennessee 
river,  in  Oaptain  Shirk's  eoMmand,  a  boat  went  up  with  snpplies,  and  with 
regular  permits  aD  correct  and  in  accordance  with  the  regulations.  She  was 
convoyed  by  a  gunboat,  and  landed  her  goods  and  left.  She  had  left  but  a 
short  time  when  Oaptain  Shirk  i-eeeived  information  that  a  part  of  those  very 
goods  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels.  He  then  returned,  ascertained 
that  that  information  was  correct,  and  destroyed  tlie  remainder  of  the  goods  to 
prevent  them  from  falling  into  die  enemy's  hands. 

Question.  Is  that  your  constant  experieuce  of  the  operation  of  tbis  rule  % 

Answer.  It  is.  From  the  best  information  I  can  receive,  when  the  trade  was 
first  opened,  after  the  capture  of  Mejnphis,  several  steamers  trading  from  St. 
Louis  were  captured  by  the  gunboat  stationed  at  Island  No.  10,  aiid  sent  up 
to  Cairo.  They  had  pistols,  ijuinine,  cloth  for  rebel  uniforms,  buttons,  and 
other  articles. 

Question.  Had  they  the  regular  pei-mits,  according  to  the  regulations  of  the 
department  1 

Answer.  They  had,  in  many  instances,  permits  for  "  cases  of  goods,"  without 
specifying  the  contents ;  when  these  cases  were  opened,  the  goods  which  I  have 
mentioned  were  found  in  them. 

Question.  Can  this  contraband  trade  be  prevented  except  by  a  total  pi-obi- 
bition  of  this  kind  of  trade  ? 

Answer.  I  iJiink  not.  The  passengers  on  board  these  boats  bad  lai-ge  ijuanti- 
Jies  of  quinine  in  their  valises  5  and  quinine  was  often  secreted  in  the  clothes 
of  the  women ;  long  bags  were  found  tied  around  the  waists  of  woii^en  contain- 
ing from  forty  to  tifty  little  jars  of  quinine.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Talem  was 
captured  on  the  Mississippi  by  one  of  the  gunboats ;  he  had  embarked  on 
tioard  the  steamboat  at  St.  Louis;  had  gone  down  to  New  Orleans  and  landed 
there,  and  was  on  his  return  up  the  river.  There  was  found  with  him  trunks 
containing  rebel  uniforms,  pistols,  buttons,  a  gold  watch,  a  rebel  flag,  and  other 
articles  marked  "  St.  Louis,  Februaiy  24,  1864,"  for  the  first  Missouri  battery, 
that  is,  the  flag  was  so  marked.  There  was  a  govei-nment  sud  on  this  boat, 
■which  took  this  aian  down  the  river,  whose  duty  it  was  to  examine  all  pei-sona 
and  articles  on  board  the  boat.  The  man  said  he  bired  an  Irishman  to  take 
bia  twink  on  boai-d,  and  that  nobody  knew  of  its  being  on  board  the  boat  except 
the  Irishman,  whom  he  believed  was  shipped  as  a  band  on  board  the  boat,  and 
went  down  the  river  at  the  same  time  he  did ;  that  after  he  landed  the  tninfca 
were  thrown  overboard  from  the  steamer,  and  he  and  another  man  received 
them  ;  he  said  that  this  Irishman  threw  these  trunks  overboard  for  him. 

■One  of  the  guaboats  captured  a  man  in  a  skiff  who  bad  about  300,000  per- 
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Rusaion  caps  witli  him,  taking  tliem  across  llie  nver.  The  owner  of  the  caps 
Lad  gone  down  on  one  of  the  steamers  from  Cairo  or  St.  Louia. 

And  a  large  rebel  mail  was  captured  on  one  of  these  steamers.  T  considered 
it  of  so  much  importance  to  General  Curtis,  who  was  then  in  command  at  St. 
Louis,  that  I  sent  it  up  to  him  with  a  special  despatch  boat. 

Question.  Have  yon  reason  to  suppose  that  these  practices  were  connived  at, 
if  not  openly  encouraged,  by  these  government  aids  1 

Answer.  I  suspect  it  is  so.  In  conclusioa,  I  would  say  that  all  the  available 
force  here  has  been  constantly  on  the  move  night  and  day.  I  have  ampk 
instnictions  from  Admiral  Porter  how  to  act  during  his  absence ;  and  also  with  in- 
fitriietions  to  act  in  his  name  in  an  emergency  in  accordance  with  my  judgment. 

(See  testimony  about  Fort  Pillow  for  Captain  Pennock's  opinion  about  re- 
quisite force  at  Cairo  and  Monnd  City.) 

iiiHK  (commanding  7th  division  of  Mississippi  squadron) 

By  the  chairman ; 

Question.  What  do  you  say  in  regard  to  the  operations  of  the  treasury  g;en- 
eral  trade  regulations  permitting  trade  up  and  down  the  river  t 

Answer.  I  think  it  merely  supplies  the  rebels  with  provisions,  medicines,  and 
clothing. 

Question,  Is  it  possible  for  yon  naval  officers  to  bo  so  vigilant  as  to  prevent 
successful  frauds  and  smuggling  under  that  order  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  the  testimony  of  Captain  Pennock  upon  that 
subject? 

Answer.  I  heard  a  part  of  it. 

Question.  Do  yoxi  agree  with  him  as  to  the  impolicy  of  this  trading  order,  and 
the  difficulty  of  so  executing  it  as  to  prevent  fraud  tinder  it  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  do  agree  with  him. 

Question,  Oaa  you  state  any  instances  illustrating  the  impolicy  of  such 
regulations  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  About  the  middle  of  last  month  (March)  I  went  up  the 
Tennessee  river  with  the  gunboat  Peost-a,  bearing  the  divisional  flag.  A  trading 
boat  convoyed  by  a  gunfaoat  was  already  i^  the  river  with  su2>p!ies  and  regular 
peimits  from  the  Treasury  Department- 
Question.  Did  the  papei-s  appear  to  be  regular? 

Answer,  Everything  was  just  according  to  the  regulations.  The  captain  of 
the  gunboat  convoying  the  trading  boat  had  particular  orders  from  me  not  to 
allow  a  single  thing  to  go  on  shore  unless  it  was  all  right  according  to  the  reg- 
ular forms  of  the  Treafiury  Department.  When  I  came  in  sight  of  SaltiUo, 
about  two  hundred  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Tennessee,  I  saw  quite  a  quan- 
tity of  salt,  sugar,  molasses,  coffee,  clothing,  and  medicines  on  the  bank  of  the 
river,  just  lauded  from  this  boat.  The  ti-ading  boat  and  her  convoy  were  still 
in  Bight  going  up  the  river.  I  went  on  about  ten  miles,  and  was  then  overtakeq 
by  a  man  on  horseback,  who  had  ridden  up  fi-ora  Saltillo,  who  told  me  that  the 
rebels  were  at  Saltillo  taking  possession  of  theae  goods.  I  immediately  returned, 
and  there  found  the  gunboat  Tamak,  which  I  had  directed  to  follow  me  up  the 
river,  shelling  the  rebels,  who  were  about  fift,y  in  number.  These  rebels  had 
already  broken  into  those  packages,  and  taken  salt  in  hags,  and  coffee,  and  dry 
goods,  and  made  way  with  them.  They  also  shot  two  men  in  federal  uniform 
who  were  there,  caUing  themselves  "  home  guards ;"  one  of  them  was  kiUed,  and 
the  other  was  wounded,  and  the  rebels  were  about  to  kill  him,  when  a  woman 
aslted  tbem  for  God's  sake  not  to  kill  him  in  her  yard.  Whereupon  they  threw 
him  across  a  horse,  wounded  as  he  was,  and  took  him  out  into  the  road  and  fired 
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a  pistol  ball  into  his  head.  They  also  shot  a  negi-o,  who  was  not  in  uniform, 
through  the  back.  Feeling  assured  that  if  I  left  those  goods  remaining  oa  the 
bank  tliey  would  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  I  ordered  Captain  Smith,  of 
the  Peosta,  to  destroy  them,  which  he  did,  excepting  the  dry  goods,  which  I 

took  down  to ,  Tennessee,  and  delivered  to  the  commander  there ;  and  a 

large  box  of  medicines  which  I  kept  on  hoard  the  gunboat  for  the  use  of  those 
on  the  gunboat.  I  have  been  told  over  and  over  again  that  articles  which  were 
permitted  to  go  up  the  Tennessee  from  Paducah,  some  of  them,  went  directly 
into  the  hands  of  rebels  in  anns.  I  will  state  another  instance.  There  were 
some  ^oods  sent  up  directed  to  a  man  who  persons  up  there  told  me  was 
actually  a  lieutenant  at  that  time  in  Wisdom's  regiment  of  Forrest's  cavalry. 

Question.  Do  these  treasury  agents  interpose  any  effeetive  impediment  in  the 
way  of  this  course  of  proceeding? 

Answer.  Ko,  sir;  no  impediment  that  I  ever  saw.  They  give  a  permit  to 
every  person  who  comes  to  tliem.  Certain  men  on  these  boats  are  appointed  as 
Bterekeepei-a.  Their  goods  are  cleared  from  the  custom-house,  and  they  go  up 
in  these  boats,  and  a  treasury  agent  goes  with  them.  Wherever  the  boat  stof«, 
a  m^n  or  a  woman,  no  matter  which  it  is,  comes  on  board,  takes  the  oath  before 
the  treasury  agent,  and  the  storekeeper  then  sells  them  what  they  want.  There 
are  generally  two  persons ;  one  gives  the  permit,  and  the  other  takes  them  down 
to  the  storekeeper,  and  they  are  allowed  to  buy  any  articles  he  has.  My  expe- 
rience is,  that  any  man  in  Tennessee  or  Kentucky  will  swear  to  any  oath  so  as 
to  get  what  goods  he  wants,  no  matter  whether  they  ai-e  for  himself  or  for  his 
lebel  friends.     They  have  no  idea  of  an  oath  except  to  break  it. 

Question.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  extent  of  this  ti'ade  t 

Answer.  When  I  discovered  how  the  thing  was  working  I  wrote  a  note  to  the 
collector  of  customs  at  Paducah  on  the  S4th  or  25th  of  March,  informing  him 
that  I  should  not  allow  anything  more  to  eo  up  the  Tennessee  rivei-,  to  be  landed 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  even  if  it  had  a  permit;  and  the  thing  is  stopped 
now.     I  knew  perfectly  well  that  it  would  go  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels. 

Question.  Are  not  the  faithful  navy  officers  here  compelled  to  encroach  upon 
that  order  of  the  Treasury  Department,  in  order  to  protect  ourselves  from  the 
danger  of  this  trade  with  die  rebels  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  although  there  is  a  general  order  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment directing  us  not  to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  trade  carried  on  under  the 
regulations  of  the  Treasury  Deptirtment,  except  for  important  military  necessity. 

Question.  The  object  of  these  orders  of  the  depantment  is,  that  the  trade  shall 
he  carried  on  with  Union  citizens  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  and  if  it  was  so  eanied  on  it  would  be  all  right. 

Question.  Is  the  oath  presctibed  by  the  department  really  any  impedim.ent  to 
cheating  and  fraud  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  because  the  rebels  will  swear  to  a  lie  as  readily  as  the  trath. 

(See  testimoay  of  witness  upon  Port  Pillow  as  to  necessary  force  at  Cairo  and 
Mound  City.) 

Cairo,  Illinois,  April  34,  iS64. 
Major  G-cncral  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  chairman : 
Question.  Has  your  attention  been  turned  to  tlie  operation  of  trade  along  the 
Mississippi  river  ?     How  does  it  operAte  in  regard  to  favoring  the  enemy  ? 

Answer.  My  attention  has  been  turned  to  it  very  seriously.  As  it  is  eoa- 
dueted  on  the  Mississippi  river  it  is  disastrous  to  the  Union  cause  for  many 
reasons.  As  the  system  is  now  carried  on  the  commercial  ports  on  tlie  river 
are,  intentionally  or  unintentionally,  hut  points  of  supply  for  the  enemy.     Even 
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■wlien  the  trade  leatrictiona  are  complied  with,  it  ia  done  ty  false  oaths  tahen  by 
parties  who  deaire  to  obtain  suppiiea.  The  people  who  trade  at  thoae  points  do 
not  consider  an  oath  of  any  binding  efficacy  at  all,  and  will  take  it  at  any  time 
in  order  to  obtain  anything  they  want.  I  refer  now  to  the  iegitioaate  trade. 
The  illegitimate  trade  ia  carried  on  at  all  points,  and  no  amount  of  watchfulneaa 
on  the  part  of  the  ofScera  of  the  eastoms,  or  of  the  army,  or  the  navy,  can  aup- 
pvees  it.  For,  example,  there  must  be  wood-yards  on  the  river,  and  each  and 
every  one  of  them,  as  long  aa  this  trade  is  permitted,  ia  converted  into  a  place 
for  the  frandulent  landing  of  goods.  The  nltimate  virtne  of  an  army  is  always 
in  its  pickets  and  outposts.  For  example,  the  piclteta  on  the  roads  leading  out 
from  Memphis  are  the  last  points  where  there  is  an  opportunity  for  catching 
conti-aband  goods,  yet  while  this  trade  continues  these  pickets  and  ontpoats  can 
he  purchased  and  coraapted,  and  it  ia  done,  and  it  cannot  be  prevented.  I  have 
been  informed  by  the  treasury  officer  at  Memphis  that  $11,000,000  of  goods, 
custom-house  valuation,  have  been  brought  to  that  place  since  trade  was  opened 
in  18f>2,  The  mere  statement  of  that  Sict  is  enough  to  show  what  tliat  trade 
must  have  been. 

Question.  In  what  does  this  trade  consist  principally  t 

Answer,  It  ahould  conaist  in  nothing  but  family  snppliea.  It  does  consist 
in  about  eveiything  that  anybody  can  find  the  means  of  baying. 

Question.  Have  you  reason  to  auppoae  that  articles  conti-aband  of  war  go 
through  to  the  rebels  in  this  way? 

Answer.  I  know  they  do,  becauae  occasionally  we  find  them.  I  have  one 
man  in  Memphis  now,  under  sentence  of  death,  to  be  hung  next  Friday,  for 
endeavoring  to  carry  out  a  very  large  amount  of  percuaaion  caps  and  powder ; 
and  I  had  another  mau  under  sentence  of  death  tor  a  similar  offence,  who  has 
been  pardoned  by  the  Preaident. 

Question.  How  was  that  done,  under  a  treasury  order  or  not  ? 
Answer.  By  smuggling.  There  is  anotlier  very  serious  difficulty  that  arises 
from  this  tra!de  on  the  Misaiaaippi,  in  the  con-nption  that  the  gambling  opera- 
tions in  cotton  bring  upon  everybody — citizens,  officers,  and  soldiers.  Mr. 
Mellen,  the  treasury  agent,  has  stated  publicly  that  partis  were  authorized, 
under  the  treasury  regulations,  to  buy  cotton  from  anybody  that  haa  it  to  sell, 
and  licenses  are  so  given.  No  cotton,  of  course,  is  allowed  to  pass  the  eon- 
federate  lines,  unless  with  their  permission ;  and  the  business  is  therefore  a 
business  of  exchange  between  the  cotton  operators  of  the  confederate  author- 
ities, either  for  their  private  benefit  or  for  the  benefit  of  their  government,  I  do 
not  know  which,  fori  believe  they  have  as  great  rascals  as  we  have.  To  a  cer- 
tain extent,  military  operations  are,  of  necessity,  subordinate  to  the  cltums  of 
what  is  called  trade. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  any  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment and  of  the  army  are  concerned  in  those  speculations  t 

Answer.  I  have  made  my  report  on  that  subject  to  the  military  authorities, 
and  would  refer  to  that. 

Question.  You  can  state  whether  yon  have  reason  to  believe  si  oi  not  1 
Answer.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  officers  of  the  aimy  <trc  onnected 
with  cotton  pnrchasera  and  cotton  speculations  for  profit. 

Question.  Is  there  any  opportunity  down  there  for  theae  tietsury  agents  to 
enter  into  these  s peculations  1 

Answer.  Certainly;  more  thaa  for  anybody  else.  The<ie  treaauij  agents 
grant  the  licenses;  they  can  determine  who  shall  and  vibo  ihdl  nd  gJ  to  x 
particnlar  place.  Licenses  are  sometimes  issued  at  Wa  h  ngton  g  tntmg 
special,  extraordinary  privileges ;  I  have  seen  them. 

Question.  Does  not  that  place  those  treasury  agents  Tinder  strong  tempta- 
tions to  commit  or  permit  frauds  ? 
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Answer.  It  places  everybody  wto  is  connected  in  any  way  with  it,  either 
civil  or  military,  under  the  strongest  temptations  to  defrand,  of  courae. 

Question,  What  amount  of  f  ereussion  caps,  medicines,  and  other  contraband 
articles,  do  yon  suppose,  reaclt  the  rebels  through  this  river  trade — any  con- 
siderable quantity  1 

Answer.  I  should  think,  judging  from  the  arrests  which  have  been  made, 
that  a  very  considerable  quantity  of  such  things  did  reach  fhem,  for  I  take  it 
that  very  few  seizures  are  made  in  proportion  to  the  amonnt  tliat  gets  through. 
For  example,  a  man  can  pnt  in  a  carpet  bag  or  a  small  trunk  a  very  coaaider- 
able  amount  of  percussion  caps  and  take  them  through  the  lines,  or  he  can 
cariy  quinine,  although  there  is  not  so  much  of  that  taken  through  to  them  now 
as  there  was  when  I  first  went  to  Memphis.  1  have  closed  up  drug  stores  in 
Memphis  and  sold  their  goods  for  selling  medicines  to  agents  of  the  enemy 
since  I  have  been  there.  Cavalry  boots  and  cavalry  equipments  have  been  the 
articles  in  most  demand  there  of  late  and  all  along. 

Question.  Can  this  trade  possibly  be  regulated  so  as  to  prevent  these  frauds  1 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question,  Can  it  be  carried  on  under  such  regulations  that  it  will  be  safe  1 

Answer,  I  think  not. 

Question.  What  remedy  would  you  then  propose  1 

Answer.  The  remedy  I  would  apply  would  be  this :  Iwould  have  nothing 
go  below  but  army  and  navy  supplies,  and  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  peo- 
ple witliin  such  porte  as  we  actually  hold,  simply  provisions,  &c.,  necessary  to 
keep  them  from  starving  and  suffering.  I  am  satisfied,  and  I  know  I  express 
the  feelings  of  the  other  officers  who  have  been  on  the  river,  that  if,  upon  our 
occupation  of  Memphis,  in  June,  1862,  all  trade  with  the  Mississippi  country 
had  been  cut  off,  except  to  supply  the  necessities  of  the  army  and  the  people 
within  the  ports  that  we  actually  held  with  garrisons,  the  States  of  Mississippi, 
Arkansas,  and  Louisiana  would  have  been  clear  of  the  enemy  before  this  time. 
By  Mr.  Gooch : 

Question,  What  has  been  the  effect  of  opening  these  ports  in  Kentucky,  &c.i 

Answer.  The  effect  has  been  to  accumulate  laige  amounts  of  goods  at  sucli 
points,  for  example,  as  Paduoah,  to  obtain  which  was  one  great  inducement  for 
Porrest's  i-aid.  I'Vom  Paducah  and  Columbus  large  amounts  of  supplies  have 
been  sent  out  which  have  gone  down  directly  into  the  hands  of  the  eon- 
federate  officers. 

By  the  chairman  : 

Question.  Your  intercourse  along  the  river  has  been  extensive  and  of  long 
eoutinuauce,  I  believe  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  will  inquire  of  you,  what  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  loyalty  of  any 
considerable  portion  of  the  people  along  through  Arkansas,  and  weatem  Ken- 
tucky, and  Tennessee  J 

Answer.  Arkansas,  I  think,  is  an  exception;  I  believe  there  is  a  sentiment  of 
loyalty  in  Arkansas,  but  not  immediately  on  the  river.  There  is  no  loyalty 
where  there  is  a  plantation.  Wherever  you  find  a  poor  man  on  a  small  .piece  of 
gi'ound  on  which  he  works  himself,  tliere  you  find  loyalty.  Wherever  you 
find  a  plantation  on  which  there  ia  a  master  and  negroes,  there  you  find  dis- 
loyalty. 

By  Mr,  Gfooeh : 
Question.  Is  it  your  underetanding  that,  in  the  exchanges  for  cotton,  we  take 
their  cotton  and  pay  for  it  in  contraband  articles  1 

Answer.  Kot  precisely  in  contraband  articles,  or  rather  not  necessarily  so,  al- 
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tboHgli  a  large  proportion  of  it  is.  TlieywiU  not  sell  their  cotton  fi  money — 
only  for  "  Buppliea,"  as  they  call  it,  which  they  require.  Bat  if  yo  ell  th  at 
negro  blankets  they  will  make  very  good  blauketa  for  soldiers.  If  Iventueky 
jenci  ave  lold  for  negro  clothing,  they  make  very  good  confederate  ua  fo  ms 
If  they  aie  allowed  to  take  mules  and  horses  to  work  their  plantat  ons  tl  ey 
aie  eithei  allowed  to  be  held  there  by  toleration  of  the  confederate  autl  o  t  es 
ot  taken  into  the  confederate  armies,  and  that  is  the  reenlt  of  cnltivat  a„  plan 
titi  ns  on  the  MissiBsippi — merely  fiimishing  the  rebels  with  mules  and  horsea 
whenever  they  choose  to  come  and  take  them.  Propositions  Lave  been  repeat- 
e  11>  made  profwsing  to  come  from  high  authorities  in  the  confederate  armies, 
to  sell  the  cotton  of  the  confederate  govei-ament,  and  to  allow  all  their  private 
cotton  to  go  out  without  any  hindrance.  The  proposition  has  been  made  to  me, 
and  forwarded  by  me  to  Washington,  and  refused ;  and  the  proposition  was 
made  to  General  McPberson. 

Question.  What  were  the  terms  of  the  proposition  t 

Answer.  The  terms  were  that  the  cotton  on  the  Red  river,  and  on  the  Wachita, 
which  is  among  the  objects  of  this  present  expedition  up  there  under  General 
Hanks,  should  be  sold  to  General  McPherson  at  these  rates ;  the  confederate 
cotton  at  either  twenty  or  twenty-five  cents  per  pound,  when  they  would  allow 
private  cotton  to  come  through  without  molestation,  to  he  sold  at  whatever 
price  could  be  ohtained  for  it.  That  proposition  was  sent  on  to  Washington 
and  refused.  I  have  understood  that  the  same  proposition  was  made  and 
allowed  to  a  private  individual  by  the  authorities  at  Washington. 

Question.  Who  is  that  private  individual) 

Answer.  It  is  reported  to  have  been  Mr.  Casey,  at  one  time  a  member  of 
Congress  from  Kentucky. 

(See  also  the  testimony  of  General  Mason  Brayman,  commanding  the  district 
of  Oaho,  iu  relation  to  the  Fort  Pillow  massacre,  where  he  expresses  the  opinion 
that  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  the  rebel  Forrest's  raid  was  to  secure  the 
large  amount  of  goods  which  had  been  allowed  to  go  into  Kentucky  and  Ten- 
nessee under  the  regulations  of  the  Treasury  Depaxtment.) 

Captain  James  H.  Odlin  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  ciiairmaii : 

Question.  What  is  your  position  in  the  service  1 

Answer,  I  am  a  captain  and  assistant  adjutant  general,  and  chief  of  staff  for 
General  Brayman,  for  the  district  of  Cairo,  where  I  have  been  stationed  since 
tlie  S3d  of  January,  1864. 

Question.  WiU  you  state  what  you  know  about  the  operations  of  the  system 
of  trade  established  upon  the  river,  whether  it  is  beneficial  or  detrimental  to  the 
service,  in  your  opinion,  and  your  reasons  for  the  opinion  you  have  1 

Answer.  In  my  opinion  it  is  very  detrimental  indeed  to  the  service.  My  at- 
tention was  firet  called  to  it  aftei'  being  assigned  to  the  position  of  assistant 
adjutant  general  for  the  district  of  Cairo.  General  Shei-man's  order  was  i-eceived 
notifying  us  to  not  interfere  with  the  trade  pei-mits  ;  that  free  trade  was  opened 
with  Missouri  and  Kentucky,  and  that  we  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  permit 
business,  but  was  to  allow  trade  to  go  on. 

As  soon  as  this  order  came  out  eveiybody  rushed  goods  right  into  the  little 
towns,  whose  citizens,  as  is  well  known  to  military  commanders,  embraced  rebel 
sympathiaers  to  the  extent  of  a  majority  of  their  number.  In  the  town  of 
Hickman,  Kentucky,  we  had  the  most  persistent  trouble.  From  all  the  in- 
formation I  can  gain,  there  has  never  been  but  about  one  or  two  men  from  that 
town  in  the  Union  army;  and  there  are,  or  were,  not  more  than  ten  truly  loyal 
men  there.  The  first  day  after  they  received  the  news  through  the  papers  that 
trade  was  opened,  240  barrels  of  salt  and  a  large  invoice  of  whiskey  were  shipped 

,  Google 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

3  of  salt,  a  prapor- 

tionate  amount  of  whiskey,  besiclea  all  Borts  of  groceries  and  coffee,  m  sacks, 
were  shipped  there.  General  Reid,  commanding  the  district  of  Cairo  at  that 
time,  assumed  the  responsibility  of  stopping  that  salt,  on  the  second  day,  at 
Oolumbus,  Kentucky,  until  he  could  ascertain  the  fa«ts.  As  aoon  aa  possible 
he  sent  a  provost  marshal  and  some  troops  from  (Jolumhns  to  Hickman — one 
company  of  the  34th  New  Jei-sey,  and  one  piece  of  artiUery,  with  the  proper 
complement  of  men.  The  provost  marshal  took  au  invoice  of  the  number  of 
atoi-es  there,  and  the  amount  of  goods  on  hand,  and  alao  ascertained  about  the 
number  of  inhabitants  and  business  men  there.  There  were  la  stores,  about  a 
thousand  bushels  of  salt,  and  about  an  equal  number  of  barrels  of  whiskey,  to 
a  popalation  of  about  1,200  inhabitants;  making  about  one  bushel  of  salt  to 
each  person  before  this  large  amount  was  sent  down  under  the  new  treasury 
regulations.  The  rebels  eome  in  there  every  few  weeks,  rob  the  stores  and 
caiTy  off  the  goods,  and  the  citizens  come  up  here  and  say  their  goods  have 
been  taken,  and  want  a  new  supply. 

From  the  best  information  we  have,  goods  are  taken  to  all  the  points  in  this 
district — to  Paduca,h,  Columbus,  Hickman,  and  other  places — under  those  regu- 
lations, and  from  those  places  they  go  out  into  the  country  to  supply  the  rebels  ; 
and  it  can  be  proved  that  the  storekeepers  of  Hickman  sold  their  saltat  the 
rate  of  a  bsirrel  of  salt  for  a  bale  of  cotton.  That  is  what  the  trade  amounts 
to  there.  We  suppressed  this  to  a  great  extent  by  placing  troops  there  ;  but 
it  was  impossible  to  prevent  it  altogether,  as  we  had  positive  orders  not  to  in- 
terfere with  the  trade  regulations. 
Question.  Does  this  stilt  continue  1 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  not  easy  for  the  rebels  to  receive  large  amounts  of  military 
Stores,  of  all  kinds,  under  this  free  trade  regulation  1 

Answer,  It  is;  and  in  my  opinion  they  do  every  day  receive  stores  through 
Missouri  and  Kentucky  in  this  way,  those  being  the  two  States  opened  to  free 
trade.  We  found  out  that  they  were  i-eceiving  goods,  and  we  have  now  under 
arrest  an  of&cer  of  our  army,  a  former  district  provost  marshal  of  this  pla«e, 
charged  with  passing  goods  through  to  the  rebels. 

Question.  Do  these  treasury  agents,  who  have  charge  of  this  matter,  prove 
to  be  any  serious  check  upon  this  contraband  trade  1 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  anything  in  regai-d  to  their  duties ;  but  we  have  seized 
oontrabaad  goods  on  boats  which  had  government  agents  on  board,  who  had 
made  their  inspection  of  the  goods  and  passed  them ;  and  in  a  number  of  eases 
the  goods  were  seized  after  they  were  lauded.  In  one  instance  there  was  an 
officer  of  the  rebel  army  got  on  hoard  a  steamboat  at  St.  Louis,  travelled  on  that 
same  boat  all  the  way  to  New  Orleans,  and  returned  on  the  same  boat  to  an 
island  in  the  Mississippi,  where  he  got  off,  taking  off  a  trunk,  which  was  after- 
wards seized,  and  found  to  contain  a  number  of  rebel  officers'  uniforms,  a  large 
number  of  buttons,  aud  other  articles  for  the  rebels.  The  buttons  were  stamped 
"  Waterford,  Connecticut,"  as  the  place  of  manufacture.  There  was  also  found 
a  rebel  flag  inscribed  "  Missouri  Battery."  I  forget  the  number,  but  I  think  it 
was  the  "First,"  with  the  date,  "February  24,  1864;  from  the  ladies  of  St. 
Louis;"  Captain  Peunock,  of  the  navy,  I  believe,  now  has  the  flag  in  his  pos- 
session. 

At  another  time  a  man  came  down  on  a  steamboat  and  got  oif  on  the 
Missouri  shore.  In  undertaking  to  get  across  the  river  in  a  skiff  he  was  seen 
by  one  of  the  gunboats  and  taken  prisoner.  He  had  with  him  a  carpet  sack, 
which  he  had  brought  down  on  the  steamboat,  which  contained  300,000  per- 
cussion caps,  which  he  was  endeavoring  to  convey  through  to  the  enemy.  This 
carpet  sack  had  been  passed  by  a  government  aid,  and  allowed  to  be  taken 
down  on  the  boat. 
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Question.  Do  you  know  who  that  government  aid  wis? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not.  There  w\-i  &ho  a  goiLinment  aid  on  the  hoat 
on  whieb  the  man  went  down  to  New  Oileans  aud  hatk,  whoae  trunk,  contain- 
ing rebel  uniforms,  &c.,  was  captui'ed.  Theie  aie  government  aids,  I  Ijelieve, 
on  all  tlie  passenger  boats  running  on  the  inei 

Question.  They  do  not  seem  to  ftmiish  much  protection  to  the  government. 

Answer.  No,  sit.  Like  other  classes,  that  cl-ts^  has  among  its  number  a 
great  many  rascal^.  At  Paducah  the  same  trouble  existed  in  regard  to  trade 
regidatioos.  Immense  supplies  were  mn  in  there ;  and  Colonel  Hiuka,  com- 
manding there,  had  information  from  different  sources  that  at  some  time  or 
other,  he  could  not  tell  when,  there  would  be  an  attack  upon  the  place.  The 
report  was  that  the  rebels  would  come  and  try  to  take  the  place,  but  \4)  that  we 
gave  no  credence.  There  is  now  lying  in  that  town  over  a  thousand  barrels 
of  salt  ill  ime  place,  which  the  rebels  tried  to  roll  out  and  carry  off,  but  our  fire 
from  the  fort  and  the  gunboats  prevented  theii  doing  it.  That  is  but  one  lot 
in  the  large  amount  there  is  there.  Some  of  the  barrels  are  now  lying  near  the 
gutter  where  they  tried  to  get  them  out.  Paducah,  Columbus,  aud  Hickman. 
have  been  considered  by  the  military  authorities  here  as  points  from  which  the 
rebels  are  supplied  tinder  these  treasury  regulations,  the  military  having  positive 
orders  not  to  interfere.  But  the  abuse  was  so  great  that  General  Reid  felt  it 
to  be  his  duty — and  1  think  justly — to  stop  it  and  inquire  into  the  matter,  and 
try  to  prevent  it. 

Question.  la  the  oath  they  are  req^uired  to  take  when  they  trade  any  protec- 
tion at  all  to  the  government  t 

Answer.  Our  experience  is  that  they  disregard  the  oath  entirely  ;  that  they 
have  no  respect  for  an  oath  at  all.  In  these  places  there  are  Union  men  whom 
the  authorities  know,  but  they  have  to  suffer  in  consequence  of  there  being  so 
many  traitors  aud  disloyal  men  there  who  will  come  forward  and  take  the  oath 
fur  die  sake  of  obtainiiig  goods,  which  they  try  to  get  through  to  the  rebels  for 
tlie  high  prices  which  they  get  for  all  they  can  get  through. 

Question.  In  your  opinion,  what  remedy  can  be  applied  for  this?     Can  trade 
I  so  as  to  secure  the  government  from  these  frauds,  or  must  it  cease 


.  My  judgment  is,  that  if  the  government  ever  expects  to  put  down 
this  rebellion  they  must  stop  this  trade  to  the  rebel  States,  unless  it  is  carried 
oil  under  very  stringent  regulations,  agreed  upon  by  the  military  commanders 
and  the  Treasury  Department ;  and  it  will  then  require  very  stringent  orders 
and  cai'eful  watching  to  prevent  these  frauds.  In  my  opinion,  if  any  trade  ia 
allowed,  none  but  certain  kinds  of  goods  should  be  allowed  to  go  down  the 
river  or  through  our  lin^  to  any  of  the  people  of  the  country.  The  people 
through  the  country  can  live  by  obtaining  provisions  from  ns ;  as  a  genei'al 
thing,  they  make  their  own  clothing.  But  if  free  trade  is  allowed,  they  will,  of 
course,  buy  clothing,  which  is  taken  away  from  them  by  the  rebels ;  if  uot  with 
their  consent,  then  by  force.  In  the  towns  of  Hickman  and  Paducah,  at  the 
time  of  their  capture  by  the  rebels,  there  was  an  immense  amount  of  supplies 
belonging  to  the  citiaeua  there,  and  taken  there  for  sale,  which  the  rebels  c£tr- 
ried  off.  The  military  authorities,  under  existing  orders,  could  not  interfere 
with  the  goods  being  taken  there,  and  they  had  no  time  to  take  them  away 
when  the  rebels  wei-e  coming. 

Question.  Does  your  experience  and  opinion  upon  that  subjei 
with  that  of  all  the  other  officers  along  the  river  with  whom 
ijuainted? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  does.     I  would  further  state  that,  after  this  at- 
tempt of  Forrest  to  take  different  posts  in  the  district.  General  Bragman  issued 
an  order  at  first  to  prohibit  all  boats  landing  on  the  Kentucky  shore  ;  to  seize 
and  confiscate  for  the  time  being,  until  properly  examined  into,  all  boats,  skiffs, 
3  m  oh' 
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barges,  or  anything  of  the  kind  lauding  on  the  Kentucky  shore  between  Pa- 
rSucah  and  Columbus.  He  alao  issued  anotber  order,  in  obedience  to  inetnic- 
liona  from  Major  General  Hurlbut,  commanding  16th  army  corps,  prohibiting 
all  boats  from  landing  any  goods  at  any  point  between  and  including  Paducah 
and  Columbus ;  and  since  Forrest's  raid,  and  up  to  this  time,  we  have  not  per- 
mitted goods,  except  a  few  supplies  for  officers  and  families  which  are  abso- 
lutely in  need,  to  be  landed  at  any  of  these  points,  for  fear  of  their  being  cap- 
tured by  the  rebels. 

Question.  Is  not  thai  order  in  opposition  to  the  trade" regulations  of  the 
Treasuiy  Department  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but.  it  was  issued  as  a  military  necessity,  to  prevent  For- 
rest from  obtauiing  supplies,  he  bayiiig  control  of  the  whole  country  outside  of 
our  lines,  aud  his  troops  pressing  our  troops  at  the  different  posts  very  hard. 


Columbus,  Ky„  April  24,  1864. 
Colonel  WilJjiAM  H.  Lawuknce  (34th  New  Jersey,  commanding  at  Colura- 
bus,  Ky.)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  chairman ; 

Qnestion,  Have  you  bad  opportunities  to  observe  the  course  of  trado  upon  the 
river,  and  how  it  affects  the  interests  of  the  government ! 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  Please  give  us  the  result  of  youi  obaei-vatiou,  and  your  opinion  of 
the  practical  effect  of  this  ti-ade  ? 

Answer.  I  find  that  large  amounts  of  goods,  both  those  contraband  of  war 
and  those  not  contraband,  have  been  shipped  down  the  river  to  this  place  and 
to  Hickman.  Those  goods  have  come  particularly  under  mj  notice.  During 
the  first  two  weeks  after  free  trade  was  opened  on  the  river  I  noticed  over 
$100,000  worth  of  goods  that  were  shipped  to  Hickman.  At  that  time  there 
was  no  military  force  at  Hickman.  I  seized,  on  my  own  responsibility,  some 
five  hundred  barrels  of  salt  at  this  port  on  its  way  down  to  Hickman;  but  it 
was  afterwards  allowed  to  go  on  by  the  general  then  commanding  this  district, 
I  found  that  goods  were  passed  out  of  the  picket  lines  here  to  the  surrounding 
towns  in  iaj^e  quantities,  which  goods  fouod  their  way  into  the  rebel  lines;  and 
I  furthermore  found  that  all  articles  wanted  by  the  rebels  have  been  supplied  to 
them  in  this  way.  I  know  that  Forrest's  forces  have  completely  cleaned  out 
Hickman,  Clinton,  Moscow,  and  other  places.  The  goods  go  to  unguarded 
points  near  theTennessee  State  line,  and  people  come  over  and  make  purchases 
without  being  questioned  as  to  where  they  are  going  to  take  the  goods  they  buy. 

Question.  Have  you  found  that  these  aids  of  the  Treasury  Department  do 
much  to  restrain  this  trade  and  keep  it  in  proper  channels  1 

Answer.  In  my  own  judgment,  I  do  not  think  they  have ;  it  has  struck  me 
several  times  that  they  have  not.  I  have  understood  from  several  persona  that 
permits  could  be  obtained  for  powder  and  shot,  and  everything  of  tiiat  kind. 

Question.  They  are  instructed,  I  believe,  to  sell  to  Union  men,  and  those  men 
take  an  oath  prescribed  by  the  Treasury  Department  as  a  test  of  their  loyalty. 
So  far  as  you  know,  is  that  oath  regaa-ded  or  disregarded  by  the  people  of  these 
places  who  take  it? 

Answer.  I  would  not  give  a  sixpence  for  any  of  their  oaths. 

Question.  How  can  this  contraband  trade  be  pi-eventedt  Can  thia  free  trade 
be  so  regulated,  short  of  absolute  prohibition,  as  to  prevent  the  rebels  from  ob- 
taining these  supplies? 

Answer,  I  think  not,  I  do  not  think  any  goods  should  be  allowed  to  go 
down  the  river  except  military  supplies  for  our  t'ovces. 
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Question.  Have  you  conversed  on  tliia  subject  witli  other  commaiidante  of 
posts  along  the  river  ^ 

Answer.  Yea,  sir. 

Question,  What  is  their  experience  and  their  opinion  upon  this  suhject? 

Answer^  Exactly  the  same  as  mino.  It  is  tho  nniversal  opinion  of  military 
officers,  so  far  as  I  have  heard  it  expressed,  that  these  trade  regulations  have 
inflicted  the  most  serious  injury  upon  our  cause. 

Fort  Pillow,  Tbw.,  April  a-l,  1864. 

Captain  James  Marshall,  United  States  navy,  commanding  ganboat  New 
Era,  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  chairman ; 

Question.  Has  your  attention  been  called  to  the  effect  of  trade  under  tho  late 
treasuiy  regulations  on  this  river  J 

Answer.  Tes,  sir,  it  has. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  the  system  of  free  trade,  as  showu  by  the  results, 
to  be  the  most  beneficial  to  the  United  States  government  or  to  the  rebels  ^ 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  a  great  drawback  to  our  cause  to  allow  any  goods  to  go 
down  this  river  except  what  goes  to  the  army  and  navy. 

Question.  In  your  opinion,  can  free  trade  be  so  regulated  here  as  to  prevent 
contraband  ai'ticles  getting  through  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels  ? 

Answer.  It  cannot  be  in  any  way  that  I  can  see,  unless,  perhaps,  in  one  of 
two  ways.  One  is,  to  secure  agents  in  whom  you  have  confidence — those  who 
cannot  be  bought;  or,  let  everything  on  board  be  inspected  by  guards  and  offi- 
cers, and  then  allow  no  traffic  except  at  points  where  gunboats  are  stationed, 
and  keep  the  whole  matter  in  government  hands.     That  is  the  only  way  I  can 

Question.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  rebels  have  received  large  sup- 
plies of  contraband  articles  through  the  medium  of  this  free  trade  % 

Answer.  Tea,  sir,  I  have  seen  the  order  taken  fi-om  the  person  of  a  rebel 
woman,  directing  her  to  get  a  lot  of  stuff,  caps,  ammunition,  opium,  and  quinine, 
and  land  it  at  Haynes's  Point,  in  care  of  Mr.  Godwin.  It  was  an  order  from 
a  rebel  colonel  who  was  killed  here  at  Fort  Pillow,  and  she  has  given  me  the 
names  of  two  persons  who  are  engaged  in  this  business. 

Question.  Are  these  oaths  of  allegiance  of  any  avail  to  prevent  frauds? 

Answer,  Not  a  particle.  Some  of  the  worst  rebels  have  been  captured  here 
with  oaths  of  allegiance  in  their  pockets.  Major  Bradford  captured  some  whom 
he  knew  personally  to  be  the  worst  of  rebels. 

MEMPHIS,  Tenn.,  Afril  2(i,  1864. 

Captain  TiiOJiAS  Pattison  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  chairman : 

Question.  What  is  your  poaition  in  the  navy  ? 

Answer.  I  am  a  lieutenant  commander  in  the  navy,  and  the  commandant  of 
the  navy  yard  in  this  place. 

Question.  Have  you  observed  the  operation  and  effect  of  tho  late  treasury 
regulations  permitting  trade,  and  whether  the  enemy  through  them  are  enabled 
to  obtain  supplies  of  contraband  goods  % 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  feel  certain  that  they  do  obtain  such  supplies. 

Question.  Can  that  be  prevented  while  this  trade  is  permitted? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  it  can. 

Question.  State  whether,  in  your  opinion,  large  supplies  of  contrabaadarticiea 
find  their  way  to  the  rebel  army  in  this  way. 
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Answer.  I  think  they  do;  I  feel  most  certain  that  they  do. 

Question.  "What  remedy  Trould  you  propose  to  stop  that  ? 

Answer.  I  know  of  no  remedy  but  to  stop  the  trade  altogether.  The  want 
of  honor  and  honesty  among  a  very  large  portion  of  the  people  who  come  here 
and  get  these  permits  prevent  us  from  forming  any  opinion  as  to  the  truth  of 
their  statements.  They  swear  that  they  have  such  and  such  families,  so  many 
negroes,  and  that  each  of  them  needs  a  suit  of  clothes,  when  they  may  not  own 
a,  single  negro. 

Question.  Then  the  oath  that  is  prescribed  is  of  little  avail  to  prevent  these 
frauds  ■( 

Answer.  I  think  it  has  very  little  force  with  these  people. 


Reukl  Hough  sworn  and  e 
By  the  chairman: 

Question.  Are  you  in  the  service  of  the  government  in  any  capacity? 

Answer.  I  am  the  collector  of  internal  revenue  for  this  district,  the  first  dis- 
trict of  Tennessee. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  acting  in  that  capacity  1 

Answer.  Since  I  left  the  custom-house  on  the  5th  of  November  last.  Previous 
to  that  I  was  acting  surveyor  of  customs. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  teen  in  Memphis  ? 

Answer.  I  came  here  in  1859. 

Question.  Has  your  oceupatioa  been  such  as  to  call  yonr  attention  to  the 
course  of  trade  here,  and  how  it  affects  the  interest  of  our  government;  whether, 
in  the  way  it  is  conducted,  it  ministers  to  the  advantage  of  the  enemy  1 

Answer.  1  have  been  intimately  connected  with  it,  and  I  should  say  it  did. 

Question.  In  your  own  way  give  us  your  views  upon  that  subject  1 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  enemy  get  contraband  goods,  not  under 
the  trade  regulations,  but  in  violation  of  them. 

Question.  In  spite  of  the  regulations  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  get  them  in  various  ways. 

Question,  What  is  the  extent  of  the  trade  here  now,  say,  daily  or  weekly  1 

Answer.  I  could  not  give  an  estimate  of  it,  not  having  the  proper  data  upou 
which  to  make  it. 

Question.  When  people  como  here  to  trade,  what  guarantee  do  they  give  that 
the  goods  they  purchase  will  not  find  their  way  immediately  into  the  rebel 

Answer.  They  are  bound  by  the  prescribed  oath. 

Question,  Is  there  any  other  assurance  than  the  oath  ? 

Answer.  Much  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  ofScer,  who  is  bound  to  know 
something  of  the  character  of  the  man  purchasing  the  goods. 

Question.  Do  not  all  kinds  of  persons  come  here  to  trade — men,  women,  &c.  t 

Answer.  They  do. 

Question.  How  is  the  officer  supposed  to  know  much  about  them  1 

Answer.  The  intention  is,  and  the  effort  is,  to  get  down  to  their  own  im- 
mediate wants  in  such  a  manner  that  they  cannot  assist  the  enemy  with  what 
they  get.  I  think  there  is  very  little  actually  permitted  from  tho  officers  hero 
that  iinds  its  way  to  the  enemy;  it  is  that  which  is  smuggled  through  in  various 

Question.  What  opportunities  ai-e  there  to  smuggle  under  the  present  regu- 
lations ? 

Answer.  The  opportunities  thatbave  always  existed  for  taking  goods  out  clan- 
destinely. They,  of  course,  run  tho  risk  of  being  caught  by  the  pickets,  and 
no  doubt  they  sometimes  brihe  the  pickets.  I  nave  no  c[Liestion  in  my  own 
mind  that  they  brihe  pickets  and  bribe  officers.  There  have  been  lai-ger  ijuan- 
tities  of  goods  permitted  to  go  out  by  military  permits  than  even  by  ti'easury 
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pei'mitB — goods  that  never  sliould  have  beeu  permitted  to  go  out ;  that  ia  my 
opiniou  about  it,  and  done  in  violatioa  of  the  treasmy  regiuations.  The  files 
of  the  inspector  will  show  that. 

Question.  Will  they  show  what  officers  have  interposed  their  military  au- 
thority to  get  goods  through  which  were  not  authorized  by  law? 

Answer.  I  think  they  will,  if  the  same  files  are  there  that  I  left  there. 

Question.  I  want  to  know  of  you,  as  a  person  of  experience  in  this  matter, 
whether  you  suppose  it  ia  possible  to  carry  on  trade  with  a  people  situated  as 
these  are  here  in  this  part,  of  the  conntvy ;  as  I  understand,  some  few  Union 
men,  a  great  many  violent  secessionists,  and  not  a  great  way  from  the  rebel 
lines.  Is  it  possible  that  trade  can  be  carried  on  here  to  any  considerable  ex- 
tent without  those  articles,  which  the  rebels  stand  so  much  in  need  of,  finding 
their  way  to  them  1 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  a  great  many  of  these  articles  do  find  their  way 
to  them ;  more  by  being  seized  by  rebel  scouts  than  by  being  can'ied  to  them. 

Question.  What  is  there  to  prevent  a  rebel  sympathizer  coming  here  to-day, 
tiikiog  the  oath,  getting  a  considerable  amount  of  goods,  and  immediately 
taking  them  to  the  rebel  lines  ? 

Answer.  There  would  be  nothing  to  hinder  him  from  carrying  them  to  the 
rebel  lines  after  he  got  them.  The  object  is  to  ascert^n  hia  own  wants  so  fully 
as  not  to  allow  him  to  take  more  than  would  be  necessary  to  supply  those 
wants. 

Question.  How  would  the  treasury  agent  be  expected  to  do  that  in  this 
this  community  1  By  what  means  coiild  he  ascertain  the  charsicter  and  wants 
of  each  individual  who  comea  to  trade  with  him  1 

Answer.  When  I  waa  in  that  department  I  had  an  extensive  acquaintance 
in  Mississippi  and  Tennessee.  I  had  charge  of  this  railroad  south,  running  al- 
most the  whole  length  of  Tennessee  and  Misaisaippi,  and  I  know  something 
about  almost  all  the  prominent  people  who  come  here,  and  I  endeavored  to 
restrict  the  matter  as  far  as  poasible. 

Question.  I  have  no  doubt  about  that;  but  with  all  your  endeavors,  what 
chance  was  there  to  really  know  what  these  people  were,  and  what  they 
actually  needed  1 

Answer.  Of  course,  there  is  no  chance  to  know. 

Question.  Then  it  comes  to  this,  that  all  the  security  the  government  has  is 
the  oath  prescribed  to  be  taken  hy  tlie  person  purchasing  the  goods '! 

Answer.  And  the  restrietiona  thrown  around  the  purchase  by  the  officer; 
restricting  the  man  to  such  goods  as  hia  owa  family  may  require,  and  endeavor- 
ing, as  far  aa  possible,  to  keep  from  him  those  goods  which  would  naturally  be 
used  in  the  confederate  army. 

Question.  Suppose  a  man  should  send  his  daughter  up  here  to-day  to  pur- 
chase a  hundred  dollai-s'  worth  of  goods,  and  next  week  should  send  up  an- 
othei-  daughter,  under  another  name,  to  purchase  a  simUar  quantity  of  goods  ; 
how  would  you  know  that  you  were  supplying  the  same  family  ? 

Answer.  When  I  was  in  the  Treasury  Department,  I  confined  women  to 
women's  wear,  and  what  they  wanted  for  themselves.  I  did  not  allow  wo- 
men to  take  out  general  plantation  supplies,  unleas  it  was  proved  she  was  a 
widow,  and  had  charge  of  a  family. 

Question.  Ia  it  your  opinion,  with  the  experience  you  have  had,  that  the 
government  has  any  reliable  assui-ance  against  frauda  where  this  trade  is  pei-- 
mitted,  or  that  there  is  any  other  safe  way  for  the  government  but  to  restrict 
this  trade? 

Answer.  Or  to  prohibit  it,     I  do  not  see  any  other  way. 
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By  Mr.  Gooch  : 

Question.  Have  permita  been  granted  tore  to  take  out  any  considerable 
quantity  of  goods,  eicept  by  treasury  agents  ? 

Answer.  They  have. 

Answer.  By  whom  have  those  permila  been  granted? 

Answer.  By  General  Hnrlbnt  and  General  Veatcb. 

Question.  Did  General  Vcatch  precede  General  Hurlbut  in  the  command 
here? 

Answer.  Genera!  Voatch  was  under  General  Huvlbnt.  General  Hurlbut  was 
commander  of  the  16th  army  corps.  General  Veatch  really  had  command  of 
the  post  at  the  time. 

Question.  Did  those  permits  cover  goods  to  any  considerable  extent  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  they  did. 

Question.  Can  you  give  us  any  idea  of  the  extent? 

Answer.  Oa  some  boats  I  think  they  amounted  to  $1-5,000  or  5SS0,000  at  a 

Question.  Where  did  those  goods  go  ? 

Answer.  To  different  landings  on  the  Mississippi  river — on  both  sides  of  the 

Question.  Were  those  goods  restrained  to  any  further  extent  after  the  permits 
were  granted  1 

Answer.  There  was  a  government  aid  appointed.  They  would  pick  up  a 
man  and  appoint  him  government  agent  on  a  boat  to  see  that  the  goods  went  to 
the  persons  to  whom  they  were  directed. 

Question.  Who  selected  that  government  aid  ? 

Answer.  At  first  he  was  appointed  by  the  surveyor;  afterwards  it  was  taken 
ont  of  the  surveyor's  Lands,  and  put  into  the  hands  of  the  assistant  supervising 
agents. 

Question.  The  government  aid  was  only  to  deliver  the  goods  to  the  parties 
named  in  the  permits  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  general  character  of  the  goods  thus  pcrmiltcd  by 
the  military  authorities  ? 

Answer.  General  plantatioo  and  family  supplies,  prohibiting  entirely  cavalry 
boots  and  all  kinds  of  heavy  hoots,  and  such  kinds  of  brogans  as  it  was  supposed 
would  be  used  by  the  enemy's  army. 

Question.  How  was  it  in  fact?  "Were  the  goods  thus  sent  out  such  as  could 
be  made  useful  to  the  enemy  for  military  purposes  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  for  instance,  calico  prints  are  supposed  to  be  women's  wear 
solely.  But,  in  the  absence  of  blankets,  the  confederates  use  quilts.  And,  of 
course,  with  calico  and  cotton  they  could  make  very  comfortable  camp  bedding 
without  blankets. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  whether,  in  fact,  that  was  done? 

Answer.  No  instance  occurs  to  me  now,  though  I  have  no  doubt  it  was  done 
to  a  considerable  extent. 

Question.  Have  the  officers  to  whom  yoa  have  referred  continued  to  grant 
those  permits  as  long  as  they  remained  at  the  post  here  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  they  have  done  since  I  left  the  custom-house. 

Question.  Did  they  continue  to  do  it  as  long  as  you  remained  in  the  custom- 
house ? 

Answer.  Their  practice  in  that  matter  would  change ;  sometimes  the  lines 
would  be  entirely  closed,  and  uo  goods  allowed  to  go  out ;  then  they  would 
allow  goods  to  go — sometimes  freely. 

Question.  Were  there  any  particular  persons  who  seemed  to  enjoy  special 
favor  in  regard  to  permits  ? 

Answer.  I  can  hardly  say  that,  though  I  sometimes  thought  so.     Still  I 
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would  not  like  to  swear  that  I  was  positive  it  was  so.  There  was  a  man  here — 
I  think  hia  name  wae  Dr.  Walker — who  was  said  to  have  got  a  large  amount  of 
permits  through  General  Veatch's  office,  for  which  Dr.  Waiker  was  paid.  Some 
of  the  merchants — one  in  particular — came  to  my  of&ce  and  said  :  "  There  are 
parties  who  get  goods  through  here,  and  I  cannot  get  any  through  General 
Veatch's  office ;  it  is  done,  and  I  am  going  to  find  out  how  it  is  done."  After- 
wards I  learned  that  he  had  got  permits  through  General  Veatch's  office,  and  I 
asked  him  how  he  did  it.  He  told  me  eonfidentiaUy  that  he  paid  a  third  party 
for  doing  it,  and  the  third  party  got  them  through. 

Question.  Did  these  military  officers  give  permits  for  goods  to  go  into  the 
country  arouud  here? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  were  not  supposed  to  give  permits  within  the  trade 
limits,  but  tJieir  permits  generally  went  beyond  the  limits  that  were  fixed  by  the 
Treasuiy  Department.  For  instance,  the  commanding  general  is  communicated 
with,  and  is  asked  to  define  his  lines  within  which  trade  can  he  carried  on.  The 
lines  were  for  a  long  time  confined  to  the  Mississippi  on  the  soath.  I  got  up  a 
regulation  myself  that  no  goods  should  he  permitted  heyond  Nonconnali  creek, 
from  the  i'act  that  when  tbey  once  got  beyond  that  they  would  go  into  Missia- 
aippi.  General  Hurlhut  said  he  did  not  know  of  any  regulation  that  stopped 
goods  at  Nonconnah,  and  tbey  were  permitted  to  go  to  any  point  south  in  Ten- 
nessee. I  felt  the  responsibility  resting  upon  me  to  that  extent  that  I  did  not 
like  to  have  goods  going  heyond  Nonconnah  gc'tting  into  Mississippi;  therefore 
I  would  not  allow  goods  to  go  heyond  there  without  military  permits. 

Question.  Did  these  generals  continae  to  give  permits  as  long  as  you  remained 
in  the  custom-house  1 

Answer.  Tes,  sir,  at  times. 

Question.  What  would  joa  say  about  the  amount  of  goods  that  went  out 
under  militatr  permits,  and  under  permits  of  the  special  agents  of  the  treasury  1 

Answer.  The  permits  given  by  the  military  covered  a  very  much  larger 
iunoiint  than  those  given  by  the  treasury  agents — that  is,  one  man  would  be 
allowed  to  take  out  more  under  a  military  peiinit  than  under  a  treasury  permit. 
Of  course  the  military  did  not  interfere  in  all  cases ;  tbey  only  permitted  goods 
to  go  to  certain  locations  to  which  the  treasury  did  not  feel  authoi  ized  to  permit. 

Question.  Then,  in  order  to  remedy  the  evil,  it  would  be  best  to  restrict  the 
military  permits  as  well  as  the  treasury  permits  1 

Answer.  I  think  if  the  military  had  not  had  anything  to  do  with  it,  it  would 
have  been  better ;  that  less  goods  would  have  gone  out. 

Cairo,  Illinois,  Aj>ril  28,  18154. 

J.  0.  Sloo  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  chairman : 

Question.  What  is  your  position  under  the  government  ? 

Answer.  I  am  the  poatmastgr  at  this  place. 

Question.  Will  you  tell  us  what,  if  any,  communication  can  be  kept  up  with 
the  rebels  by  reason  of  the  present  mail  arrangements  ? 

Answer.  The  mails  on  the  Kentucky  shore  from  this  point  and  Evansville, 
Indiana,  are  delivered  all  down  the  river,  including  Paducah,  Henderson,  Union- 
town,  &c.  I  suppose  there  are  fifteen  or  twenty  places  at  which  mails  are 
delivered  four  times  a  week  up,  and  four  times  down. 

Question.  What  is  the  character  of  the  inhabitants,  the  postmasters,  &e.,  into 
whose  hands  these  mails  go  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  personally  a  single  postmaster  on  the  whole  line. 
But  we  underptand  here  that  the  inhabitants  are  as  disloyal  as  they  are  in 
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Paducah — I  mean  frrmi  Gi-eeu  river  to  the  Tennessee  line ;  and  I  tLink  Paducali 
is  one  of  tlie  most  disloyal  towns  in  the  whole  countiy 

Qiieation.  Is  any  portion  of  the  county  in  which  these  Kuils  cnculate  now  m 
possession  of  the  enemy  1 

Answer.  So  faj-  as  Forrest  and  his  raid  are  concerned,  it  hit  been  in  then 
poseessiott.  I  do  not  know  this  from  personal  ohseivation,  hut  tiom  geneial 
report.  I  understand  that  they  have  been  conscripting  over  in  BuUair  county, 
within  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  of  this  place. 

Question.  The  consequence  is,  that  if  the  rebels  have  auy  agents  here  or  any- 
where in  the  north,  and  want  to  send  letters  to  their  sympathizers,  they  can  do  so. 

Answer.  Xes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  it  is  unsafe  to  the  interests  of  the  govern- 
ment to  keep  up  those  post  offices  now  1 

Answer,  I  think  it  is  unsafe  to  send  the  mails  there ;  I  Lave  thought  for 
some  time  that  it  was  against  tlie  interest  of  the  country  to  do  so. 

Question.  Does  it  famish  an  easy  means  of  communication  with  the  rebels  1 

Answer.  Most  unijuestionahly  it  does,  so  far  as  sending  intolligence  from 
Paducah,  Henderson,  and  other  points  on  the  river. 

Daniel  Arter  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  chairman  : 

Question.  What  position  do  you  occupy  under  the  govemmont? 

Answer.  Surveyor  of  the  port  of  Cairo. 

Question.  How  do  the  late  treasury  regulations  concerning  trade  operate  1 
Are  they  most  beneficial  to  us  or  to  the  rebels  1 

Answer.  Until  the  abrogation  of  the  restrictions  in  regard  to  Missouri,  Ken- 
tucky, and  Western  Virginia,  I  think  very  few  goods  were  carried  over  that  it 
was  possible  to  put  to  any  improper  use.  My  instructions  were,  that  rebels 
within  our  lines  must  be  fed,  but  sparingly.  But  since  the  abrogation  of  those 
restiietions  there  have  been  a  great  many  goods  passed  through  this  district 
into  Kentucky — how  many  I  am  not  able  to  toll — because  boats  that  run  on  the 
Ohio  do  not  exhibit  their  manifests  unless  they  go  below.  Boats  running  exclu- 
sively ou  the  Ohio  or  up  the  Mississippi  do  not  exhibit  their  manifests  as  they  used 
to  do.  Along  before  they  became  aware  of  the  privileges  they  po^essed,  al- 
most all  the  boats  would  fill,  as  usual,  through  manifests.  If  I  recollect  aright, 
some  600  packages  of  ammunition  were  distributed  along  the  Kentucky  shore 
fi.-om  Evansville  to  this  point  in  one  week.  But  I  have  no  knowledge  of  or 
any  way  of  ascertaining  the  amonnt  of  goods  since  then.  According  to  the 
order  of  the  treasury  department  they  can  take  anything  they  please.  The 
instructions  are,  that  trade  is  free,  the  same  as  in  time  of  peace. 

Question.  Is  there  any  doubt  that  the  rebel  authorities  receive  vast  amounts 
of  military  stores  and  contraband  goods  through  this  source  ? 

Answer.  I  am  just  as  well  satisfied  tliat  they  do  as  I  am  of  any  thing  on  earth 
that  I  do  not  actually  see. 

Question.  What  security  is  there  now  that  the  rebels  will  not  receive  any 
amount  of  contraband  articles  they  please  1 

Answer.  None  at  all  whatever,  except  so  far  as  the  military  interfere. 

Question.  If  the  military  interfere  to  prevent  it,  are  they  not  compelled  to 
do  so  against  the  treasury  regulations  as  a  matter  of  military  necessity  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Has  it  not  seemed  to  you  most  singular  that  while  we  take  so 
mnch  pains  to  guard  the  Atlantic  coast  agAinitt  the  admission  of  contraband 
articles,  we  leave  the  way  open  for  then  admission  here  ? 

Answer.  1  think  it  is  one  of  the  mo-.t  extm  idmiry  circumstances  that  has 
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occurrec!  since  the  commencement  of  tlae  war.  I  lave  expressed  my  opinion 
to  Mr.  Tnrnbull  in  regard  tJj  this  matter.  I  stated,  in  abort,  that  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars'  ivorth  of  goods  had  gone  and  were  then  going  through 
tills  district  to  Kentucky,  some  of  which  I  had  no  doubt  were  then  in  Eich- 
mond.  It  opened  a  sluice-way  that  there  was  nothing  to  gnai-d.  There  was  a 
paper  blockade,  it  is  trne,  for  H  was  provided  that  none  of  the  goods  should 
be  passed  out  of  these  states  into  an  insurrectionary  State;  but  there  was  no- 
thing to  prevent  it. 

Question.  There  was  no  security  against  that  J 

Answer.  None  whatever. 

Question.  Is  the  oath  which  is  prescribed  any  seeniity  to  the  governmeut  "i 

Answer.  There  is  no  oath  to  take. 

Question.  Where  they  take  an  oath  to  trade  with  what  are  called  loyal  peo- 
ple, does  it  furnish  any  security  ? 

Answer.  I  never  had  much  confidence  in  their  oaths.  I  think  there  are  a 
great  many  men  who  have  sworn  falsely.  I  have  refused  to  receive  their  oaths, 
for  I  knew  they  would  swear  falsely. 

Question.  Can  you  give  any  instances  of  contraband  goods  finding  their  way 
to  the  rebels  1 

Answer.  I  only  have  reports,  but  I  have  them  in  abundance;  for  instance, 
when  General  Smith  came  up  hers  he  told  me  that  be  had  come  across  large 
q^uantities  of  those  goods  on  their  way  to  the  enemy  that  had  passed  through 
beie,  and  he  was  very  much  put  out  about  it.  Before  tb^e  restrictions  were 
removed,  family  supplies  were  allowed  to  persons  who  made  oath  that  they  had 
onlyso  much  on  band;  that  the  goods  they  taked  for  were  for  their  own  use;  that 
no  part  of  them  was  to  be  disposed  in  any  way  to  give  aid  to  persons  in  insur- 
recfiou  against  the  United  States  ;  and  then  they  took  the  oath  of  allegiance 
also.  With  a  great  many  of  those  men  I  was  personally  acquainted.  If  any 
one  applied  with  whom  I  was  not  personally  acquainted,  I  would  question  him  as 
to  the  number  of  his  family,  the  amount  of  his  stock,  the  size  of  farm  he  had  ; 
and  then  I  would  cut  him  down  to  such  a  quantity  as  I  thought  he  should 
have.  But  those  restrictions  are  now  removed,  and  they  can  take  any  quantity 
without  limit. 

Question.  What  is  your  opinion  in  regard  to  the  quantity  of  supplies  that 
Fon-est's  forces  found  here  prepared  for  them  inconsequence  of  this  open  trade  1 

Answer.  That  the  amount  was  large  I  have  no  doubt  in  the  world.  A  great 
many  goods  were  shipped  to  Hickman,  and,  as  I  always  did  believe,  a  great 
many  goods  have  been  carried  there  from  time  to  time  under  an  arrangement 
for  the  rebels,  who  paid  the  parties  for  them,  and  then  under  pretence  of  a  riud 
came  and  took  the  goods  away. 

Question.  What  is  there  to  prevent  such  an  arrangement  being  made  all  over 
Kentucky  1 

Answer.  Nothing  in  the  world. 

Question.  Is  there  any  reason  to  suppose  that  Forrest's  raid  was  in  conse- 
qiieuce  of  the  vast  amount  of  goods  prepared  here  for  the  rebels  t 

Answer.  In  one  of  ray  official  letters  to  the  department  I  stated  in  advance 
that  these  goods  there  would  be  an  incentive  to  these  guerillas,  robbera  and 
murderers  to  overrun  the  country,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  was  the  case. 
This  country  was  perfectly  bare  of  goods  before  the  restrictions  were  removed, 
and  all  the  goods  going  in  there  siuce  were  just  so  much  iu  favor  of  the  rebels. 

Major  General  0.  0.  Washbur.v  sworn  and  examined. 

Question.  What  is  your  rank  and  position  in  the  service  1 
Auswer.  I  am  major  general  of  volunteers,  and  am  now  commanding  the 
district  of  West  Tei 
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Question.  Wliat  information  have  you  in  relation  to  the  late  attack  on  Fo 
Pillow  and  the  n  -       - 


Answer.  I  have  seen  and  conversed  with  a  nnmher  of  white  and  colored 
soldiers  who  were  there  at  the  time  of  capture.  Their  statements  more  than 
confim  all  tliat  has  been  pubUahed  in  regard  to  that  affair ;  hut  as  the  com- 
mittee have  already  the  sworn  statements  of  moat  of  the  parties  that  I  have 
seen  who  were  present,  I  refer  to  then-  testimony  for  farther  answer. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  Fort  Pillow  could  have  been  re-en- 
forced from  Memphis  after  notice  of  its  threatened  attack ;  and  what  notice 
had  the  commander  of  this  district  that  such  an  attacked  was  threatened  1 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  at  what  time  notice  was  received  by  the  commander 
of  the  district  that  an  attack  was  threatened.  I  am  informed  that  the  last  let- 
ter received  from  Major  Booth  was  dated  April  3.  in  which  he  expressed  confi- 
dence that  he  should  not  be  attacked,  and  that  he  could  hold  out  if  he  was. 
'  ^  easily  have  been  re-enforced  within  eight  hours  after  notice  was  received 
at  Memphis.  Forrest  was  known  to  be  in  the.interior,  with  a  force  of  seven  or 
eight  thousand  men,  for  aeperal  days  before  Fort  Pillow  was  attacked. 

Question.  What,  in  your  opinion,  has  been  the  effect  of  the  treasury  regu- 
lations permitting  trade  with  citiaens  in  this  district? 

_  Answer.  In  my  opinion,  the  effect  has  been  most  disastrous  to  the  cause  and 
interests  of  the  general  government.  Prom  the  day  I  reached  the  Mississippi 
nver,  after  the  campaign  in  Arkansas  in  1862,  to  the  present  moment,  my 
opmion  has  remained  unchanged.  I  believe  that  permitting  trade  has  been  of 
vast  assistance  to  the  rebel  armies  ;  that  it  has  had  a  most  demoralizing  influ- 
ence.upon  our  army.  I  intend  these  remarks  to  be  general,  and  to  apply  to  every 
department  ia  which  I  have  served.  I  know  of  many  disasters  to  our  arms,  which, 
in  my  judgment,  would  never  have  taken  place,  had  not  cotton,  sugar,  and  trade 
in_  general,  invited  our  arms  to  places  where  they  ahonld  not  have  gone.  Per- 
mitting trade  invites  a  horde  of  hungi-y  unprincipled  camp  followere.  It  leaves 
us  to  the  mercy  of  the  spies  of  the  enemy,  who,  under  the  system,  come  and 
go  at  pleasure.  It  brings  little  money  into  the  treasury,  but  fills  the  pockets  of 
the  class  of  people  before  named — a  class  who,  being  from  home,  escape  coa- 
scnptionand  their  just  liabilities  to  the  government,  and  who,  of  all  others,  are 
least  entitled  lo  ftvor.-  The  extent  of  the  trade  daily  passing  outside  of  onr 
Im^  here,  into  the  enemy's  country,  is  estimated,  by  Brigadier  General  Buck- 
land,  commanding  the  district  of  Memphis,  at  from  ^40,000  to  3/50,000  daily, 
.^■ticles  contraband  of  war,  such  as  arms,  percussion  caps,  and  ammunition,  are 
otten  captured  in  attempting  to  smuggle  them  through  the  lines ;  and  so  long 
aa  the  lines  are  kept  open,  it  is  not  possible  to  prevent  large  quantities  of  suc-h 
articles  from  reaching  the  enemy. 

The  hope  of  obtaining  large  supplies  by  capture  at  Paducah,  Columbus,  and 
Fort  Pillow,  and  through  the  trade  regulations  at  Memphis,  I  have  no  doubt, 
was  one  gi-eat  inducement  for  Pon'est's  late  raid. 

The  only  opportunity  I  have  had  since  I  have  been  in  the  service  to  exercise 
authority  over  this  question  was  for  a  short  time  at  Helena,  Ark.  On  the 
3d  of  April,  1863,  I  was  placed  in  command  of  the  United  States  forces 
there.     Ou  the  4th  day  of  April  I  issued  the  following  order,  viz : 

"SPECIAL  ORDERS  JTo.  9. 

"  Hbadqdartebs  United  States  Forces, 

"  Helena,  Ark.,  April  4,  1863. 
"  I.  The  lines  of  this  ai'my  will  be  closed  from  this  date. 
"  II.  Passes  will  only  be  granted  on  the  most  urgent  cases,  and  then  only  to 
persons  of  known  loyalty. 


./Google 


TRADE   EEGULATIONS.  43 

"  ITI.  War  null  commerce  with  rebels  being  utterly  inconsistent,  all  supplies 
to  go  btivond  t!ie  federal  lines  are  prohibited. 

"By  order  of—  0.  0.  "WASHBTJEN, 

"  Major  General. 
"  W.  H.  MORGAN, 

"  A.  A.  General." 

"Under  that  order  the  lines  were  closed  and  trade  suspended  ontside  the  lines, 
while  I  remained,  I  was  soon  after  ordered  into  iinother  department,  and  I 
think  that  trade  was  immediately  thereafter  resumed. 

I  have  the  most  positive  and  reliable  testimony  that  thousands  of  bales  of 
cotton,  belonging  to  the  confederate  government,  have  been  sold  in  Memphis, 
and  paid  for  in  gold,  greenbacks,  and  supplies,  which  have  gone  to  replenish 
the  confederate  treasury,  and  feed,  clothe,  and  arm  confederate  ofBcei*  and 
soldiers. 

Question.  What,  in  your  judgment,  is  the  remedy  for  the  evils  you  have 
mentioned  ? 

Answer.  The  remedy  is  to  close  the  lines  and  suspend  all  commercial  inter- 
coorse  ■with  the  districts  that  are  in  a  state  of  rebellion. 

0.  C.  WASHBUEN, 

Major  General. 


This  deponent  states :  Tbat  the  provost  marshal  of  Vickshurg,  Wai-dell,  is 
a  thorough  seceah  friend ;  that  the  said  Wardell  sella  passes  to  the  rebels  to 
get  through  the  lines ;  that  he  Speculates  in  cotton,  and  has  abused  his  influence 
with  the  government  to  let  confiscated  plantations  to  such  individuals  who  are 
friends  of  the  previous  ownera,  and  who  divide  the  proceeds  with  the  said  War- 
dell ;  that  the  pi-ovost  marshal,  Wardeli,  is  actually  smuggling  large  stocks  of 
goods  through  the  lines,  and  that  his  brother  keeps  a  very  large  store  in  Vicks- 
bnrg,  supplying  the  enemy  with  goods ;  that  said  Wardell  has  made  over  one 
hundred  thousand  dollara  in  a  very  short  space  of  time,  aad  that  he  was  worth 
nothing  when  he  left  Chicago,  his  place  of  residence. 

And  this  deponent  further  says :  That  every  storekeeper  in  Vickshurg  Las 
to  bribe  said  Wardell  by  sums  from  $500  to  $2,000  to  cany  goods  through  the 
lines ;  that  one  merchant,  A.  Genella,  is  Waidell's  especial  protege ;  that  said 
Genella  is  a  rank  secesh,  and  that  before  the  attack  on  Vickshurg,  by  General 
Grant,  said  Genella  offered  365,000  to  the  battery  tliat  may  sink  the  first  Yankee 
cannon-hoat;  that  other  prominent  secessionists  and  merchants  at  Vickshurg, 
who  conspire  with  said  Wardell  against  the  United  States  government,  are 
Joseph  Botta  and'  J.  Baum  ;  that  one  Kirshky  {a  Jew)  is  Wardell's  especial 
accomplice  in  supplying  the  rebels  with  contraband  goods,  said  Kirshky  having, 
at  the  siege  of  Vickshurg,  supplied  the  rebels  with  barrels  full  of  brandy  free  of 
charge  to  fight  the  more  fieree  against  the  "  damned  Yankees,"  as  he  expressed 
himself;  that  Lewis  Hoffman  and  Frederick  Boni  (two  other  prominent  seces- 
sionists Ju  Vickshurg)  are  Wardell's  intimates,  and  were  among  the  first  who 
received  permits  to  keep  stores ;  that  all  these  persons  publicly  brag  they  could 
have  for  money  everything  done  by  those  miserable  Yankees  ;  that  all  the  true 
Union  people  under  such  sway  have  left  and  are  leaving  Vickshurg  on  account 
of  not  being  able  to  get  permits  to  trade  unless  they  are  willing  or  able  to  bribe 
the  provost  marshal  with  heavy  amounts  of  money. 

And  deponent  further  says :  That  almost  all  the  members  of  the  corps  of 
of&cers,  from  General  McPherson,  Generals  Hurlbut,  McCarter,  down  to  cap- 
tains and  quartermasters,  are  interested  in  trade  and  administration  of  plantations 
so  as  to  foi-m  a  perfectly  linked  chain  of  thieves ;  that  the  depot  quartermaster, 
Finker,  a  German  Jew  from  Miiwaukie,  who  has  been  already  under  court- 
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martial  in  tLe  Potomac  army,  ia  one  of  the  chief  tliievos,  and  tbc  right  arm  of 
Provost  Marshal  Waidell ;  that  the  depot  of  Vickeburg  was  put  on  lire  by  these 
united  thieves  and  secesh  friends  after  the  grain  stored  there  had  been  removed 
over  the  river  to  the  enemy,  so  as  to  make  it  appear  the  fire  had  consumed  the 
iramenae  quantities  of  provisions  stored  at  the  depot  aforesaid ;  that  the  sur- 
render of  Fort  Pillow  was  known  two  weeks  before  at  Vickaburg,  and  was 
publicly  spoken  of  as  being  agreed  between  the  officers  of  both  the  United 
States  and  the  enemy. 

And  deponent  further  says  :  That  many  millions  worth  of  goods  and  luxuries — 
intentionally  for  the  rebels — are  stored  yet  in  Vicksburg,  and  that  they  can 
easy  be  seized  hy  closing  at  once  all  the  stores  of  the  secesh  sympathizers  there 
who  received  their  permits  from  or  through  Provost  Marshal  Wardell ;  that  any 
and  all  the  members  of  the  loyal  Union  League,  in  Yicksburg,  can  and  will  ftir- 
nish  witnesses  any  moment  who  will  prove  the  assertions  made  by  this  depo- 
nent ;  that  the  chief  of  the  permit  office  in  Vicksburg,  whose  name  this  deponent 
does  not  know,  is  linked  in  with  the  provost  mai-shal,  and  that  the  aforesaid 
officer  only  grants  permits  for  trading  to  such  secesh  sympathizers  as  are  pointed 
out  by  the  said  Wardell;  that  the  clerks  in  the  provost  marshal's  office,  and 
those  in  the  permit  office,  can  g^ve  sufficient  evidence  in  the  ease,  and  that  the 
books  and  papers  of  both  offices,  when  seized,  will  develop  a  mass  of  swindles 
on  the  government  unheard  of  before. 

A.  GUDATH. 

State. OF  New  York, 

City  and  county  oj"  New  York,  ss  : 
On  this  twenty-ninth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  eisty-four, 
personally  appeared  befoi-e  me  A.  Gudath,  personally  known  to  me  to  be  the 
person  described  in  and  who  made  and  signed  before  me  the  above  statement. 
EDMOHC  J.  KOCH,^ 
Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  city  and  county  of'  New  York. 


BATTLE    OF    CEDAR    MOUNTAIN. 
Testimony  of  Major  General  N-  P.  Banhs. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Decemher  14,  1864. 
Major  General  N.  P.  Banks  sworn  and  examined. 

Having  testified  in  relation  to  the  Bed  River  expedition,  the  witness  said : 
There  is  another  subject  upon  which  I  wish  to  make  a  statement.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  I  have  made  very  few  i-eports  ;  and,  as  so  many  people  report 
things  that  do  not  happen,  it  is  perhaps  excusable  if  there  is  one  man  who  does 
not  report  things  that  do  happen.  I  had  an  engagement  at  Cedai-  mountain  on 
the  9th  of  August,  1862,  which  was  a  part  of  General  Pope's  campaign.  I 
desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  that  for  a  moment,  for  this  single 
reason,  it  has  never  been  explained,  and  I  have  never  had  a  chance  to  put  it  on 
record  before,  except  in  a  report  to  the  War  Department,  from  whence  no  in- 
formation comes  to  the  public  at  all ;  and  it  leaves  me  under  a  wrong  impression 
in  the  public  mind,  as  you  will  see  when  I  have  made  my  statement.  I  was  in 
command  of  a  corps  in  August,  1862,  in  the  Shenandoah  valley.  I  was  ordered 
to  G«neralJohn  Pope's  command,  in  the  Rappahannock  valley.  Under  his  orders 
I  moved  to  Oulpeper  on  the  9th  day  of  August,  arriving  there  about  seven 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  His  headquarters  were  in  the  town,  and  my  command 
was  in  the  outskirts  of  the  town.     Immediately  on  my  arrival  at  Culpeper,  I 
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received  ordera  from  General  Pope  to  move  to  the  front,  which  was  aix  miles  in 
advance  of  Culpeper,  where  a  brigade  of  my  command  had  been  stationed  for  a 
week,  occupying  the  outposts  under  General  Crawford,  That  order  was  re- 
ceived at  eight  o'clock,  and  in  thirty  minutes  was  couDtermanded.  At  9.45  oa 
the  same  day  I  received  another  order  from  General  Pope  to  move  immediately 
to  the  front.  The  order  was  in  these  woi-da — I  will  read  from  the  original 
paper,  in  the  handwriting  of  my  adjutant  general,  Colonel  Pelouae  ; 

"  Cdlpbper,  9  45  a.m.,  A^ux/  0,  IS62. 
"  From  Colonel  Lewis  Marshall :  General  Banks  will  move  to  the  front  im- 
mediately, assume  command  of  all  the  forces  in  the  front,  deploy  his  skirmishcrrt 
if  the  enemy  approaches,  and  attack  him  immediately  as  soon  as  he  approaches, 
and  he  re-enforced  from  here." 

This  order  was  given  to  me  verbally  by  the  officer  who  brought  it.  He  de- 
livered it  in  the  presence  of  five  of  my  stafF  officers.  I  immediately  said  to 
him,  "  You  will  please  give  this  order  to  my  adjutant  general,  that  he  may  re- 
duce it  to  writing."  Cdonel  Pelouze  was  sitting  at  a  table  at  the  moment,  and  the 
officer  who  bore  the  order  stepped  up  and  repeated  it  to  him,  and  it  vrs^  written 
from  his  lips  as  he  pi-ononnced  it.  Colonel  Pelouze  then  read  the  order  to  him 
in  order  to  see  if  it  was  correct,  and  he  approved  it.  This  took  place  in  the 
e  of  five  of  my  staff  officers  and  some  other  officers  who  did  not  belong 
y  command.  Within  ao  hour  from  9.45  my  troops  were  on  the  march. 
We  reached  the  point  indicated,  five  miles  to  the  front,  between  one  and  two 
o'clock.  On  their  way  out  I  left  the  head  of  my  column  and  went  to  General 
Pope's  headquarters,  he  occupying  then  a  house  belonging  to  Mr.  Wallach,  the 
editor  of  the  "Evening  Star"  in  this  city.  I  told  General  Pope  that  my  troops 
were  on  their  way,  and  aeked  him  if  he  had  any  other  orders.  He  said,  "I 
have  sent  an  officer  acquainted  with  the  country  who  will  designate  the  gt-ound 
you  are  to  bold,  and  will  give  you  any  instructions  he  may  deem  necessary." 
1  continued  my  march,  and  reached  the  ground  occupied  by  General  Crawford, 
who  occupied  a  line  in  front  of  the  enemy.  On  my  arrival  there  I  met  Briga- 
dier General  Roberts,  chief  of  staff  to  General  Pope.  I  said  to  him  that  General 
l-'ope  had  told  me  that  he  would  indicate  the  line  I  was  to  occupy.  Said  he, 
"  I  have  been  over  this  ground  thoroughly,  and  I  believe  this  line" — meaning 
the  one  which  General  Crawford's  brigade  then  held — "  is  the  b^t  that  can  be 
taken."  I  concurred  with  him  in  that  opinion,  and  placed  my  command  there. 
I  had  about  six  thousand  men. 

The  enemy  had  allthe  morning  been  moving  his  forces,  with  a  view  to  action, 
as  I  learned  fi\)m  General  Crawford,  Slaughter's  mountain,  or,  as  we  call  it. 
Cedar  mountain,  was  in  the  vicinity  of  our  position.  There  were  deuse  woods 
in  front,  occupied  by  the  enemy.  General  Crawford  occupied  a  line  a  little  to 
the  rear  and  centre  of  an  open  plain  between  us  and  the  enemy.  My  force  took 
up  the  position  which  was  indicated  by  General  Roberts,  who  had  looked  over 
the  ground.  It  was  the  best  position  for  attack,  which  was  the  object  indicated 
by  my  ordera.  If  I  had  been  instructed  simply  to  act  upon  the  defensive,  we 
should  have  taken  a  line  in  the  woods  behind  Cedar  creek,  because  it  would 
have  concealed  our  forces  and  given  us  the  benefit  of  the  creek — where,  by  the 
way,  when  we  retired  at  nightfall,  we  lost  one  piece  of  artillery — but  our  object 
being  different,  I  was  instructed  to  take  this  line.  The  enemy  hadbeenmoving 
troops  down  to  the  rear  of  the  mountain  during  the  day.  It  was  supposed  that 
they  would  occupy  a  hill,  and  move  upon  us  from  the  left.  We  mside  a  recon- 
noissance  from  the  Iront.  I  went  down  to  the  front  with  some  officers,  and  we 
were  impressed  with  the  idea  that,  while  they  were  openly  moving  on  the  other 
side,  they  were  coming  down  upon  the  right ;   and  if  they  got  possession  of 
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tlioae  woods  and  attacked  us,  we  would  te  obliged  to  fall  back,     Beirig  im- 

S  eased  with,  the  feeling  that  they  were  coming  down  on  oiir  tight,  I  directed 
rigadier  General  Crawford  to  send  one  regiment  to  feel  them.  They  in  the 
mean  time  had  sent  a  line  of  skirmishera  from  the  woods  out  to  the  iront,  and 
were  gradually  creeping  up.  General  Crawford  went  up  with  a  regiment  to  the 
right,  and  said,  "  The  enemy  begins  to  appear  here  ;  I  must  have  more  force." 
I  aent  him  a  brigade.  The  enemy  by  that  lime  had  massed  his  forces  on  our 
right — ^Jsia  left — and  was  moving  forward,  and  began  an  attack  upon  us,  when 
my  foi-ee  encountered  him.  The  battle  had  been  going  on  with  artillery  from 
two  until  four  o'clock.  About  five  o'clock,  which  ia  the  usual  time  for  them  to 
make  an  attack,  they  made  a  despei-ate  attack  upon  our  right.  Of  course,  we 
had  to  strengthen  that  with  all  our  force.  It  ia  certain  that  General  Jackson 
was  there  with  twenty-three  thousand  men,  for  he  was  in  that  neighborhood. 
Our  troops  never  fought  better  in  the  world  than  there.  They  had  been  re- 
ti-eating  np  to  that  time,  and  panted  for  a  fight,  .  The  battle  raged  for  two 
hours,  and  until  the  combatants  were  separated  by  the  darkness,  with  as  much 
Btubborunesa  as  ever  men  fought  in  the  world.  Alexander'a  troops  never  fought 
better.  They  held  their  position  until  dark ;  but  the  enemy  was  so  much 
stronger  that  it  WM  impossible  for  us  to  advance.  In  the  evening,  after  dark, 
they  fell  back  to  the  line  they  had  occupied  in  the  day-time.  General  Pope 
coming  up  after  dark  with  his  command.  I  say  it  waa  after  dark,  because, 
after  my  troopa  were  in  line,  understanding  that  General  Pope  waa  coming  up, 
I  rode  to  the  rear  to  meet  him,  and  passed  him,  because  it  was  ao  dark  that  I 
could  not  distinguish  him.  I  sent  to  General  Pope  every  hour,  from  one  or  two 
o'clock,  information  of  what  was  transpiring.  I  did  not  say  tlie  enemy  was  in 
force,  because  X  did  not  know  it ;  and  I  was  a  little  desperate,  because  we  sup- 
posed that  General  Pope  thought  we  did  not  want  to  fight.  General  Roberts, 
when  he  indicated  the  position,  said  to  me,  in  a  tone  which  it  waa  hardly  proper 
for  one  of&cer  to  use  to  another,  ''  There  must  be  no  backing  out  this  day." 
He  said  this  to  me  from  six  to  twelve  times.  I  made  no  reply  to  him  at  all,  but 
I  felt  it  keenly,  because  I  knew  that  my  command  did  not  want  to  back  out ; 
we  had  backed  out  enough.  He  repeated  this  declaration  a  great  many  times, 
"  There  must  be  no  backing  out  this  day."  At  the  crisis  of  the  battle  he  left. 
It  was  really  and  honestly  a  drawn  battle.  We  held  our  line,  but  we  had 
suffered  veiy  severely.  The  enemy  was  stronger  than  we  were,  and  we  knew 
that  we  conid  not  overcome  him.  Late  at  night  General  Pope  came  up  with 
bis  forces.  In  the  morning  the  enemy  reti-eated,  recroased  the  Rappahannock, 
and  did  not  advance  again  for  ten  days  after  the  battle  at  Cedar  mountain,  when 
the  same  troops  came  forwai-d  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  and  made  a  detour 
up  towards  Washington  with  the  whole  of  that  army.  By  that  time  General 
McCIellan  had  been  able  to  get  bis  forces  in  the  neighborhood  of  Washington, 
and  we  were  enabled  to  meet  them  after  a  fashion.  I  regard  that  that  battle 
prevented  the  advance  of  the  enemy's  forces  for  some  daya. 

What  I  want  to  aay  ia  that  thia  battle  was  fought  under  positive  orders  in 
the  preaenee  of  the  chief  of  staff  of  General  Pope ;  but  I  am  aorry  to  hear  that 
he  represents  in  his  report  that  it  was  a  battle  fought  honestly  by  me,  but 
against  orders  and  without  being  expected  by  him.  Here  is  the  original  order, 
which  I  will  read  again : 

"  From  Colonel  Lewis  Marshall :  General  Banks  will  move  to  the  front  im- 
mediately, assume  command  of  all  the  forces  in  the  front,  deploy  his  skirmishers 
if  the  enemy  approachea,  and  attack  him  immediately  as  soon  as  he  approaches.'' 

We  were  obliged  to  fight  or  retreat,  and  no  battle  has  ever  been  fought  in 
better  faith  or  in  a  better  manner.  We  were  five  thousand  men  against  twenty- 
five  thouaand  in  thoae  woods  and  on.  that  hiU.     It  was  a  well-fought  battle. 
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Jjeller  of  Major  General  Pope  to  Hon  B  F  Wade,  chai7man  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  tlie  Conduct  of  thf  War  vntk  accompanying  papers  and  testi- 
mony concerning  ilie  battle  of  Cedar  mountain,  August  9,  1S63. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Northwest, 

Mtlwaiikie,  Wneomin,  January  12,  1865. 

Sih;  It  has  come  to  my  knowledge  that  Majoi  General  Banfca,  whOe  in 
"Washington  city  recently  on  leave  of  absence  with  one  or  two  of  hia  staff 
officers,  gave  some  testimony  before  your  honorable  committee  coacerniag  & 
portion  of  the  battle  of  Oedar  mountain 

Of  course  yonr  honorable  committee  would  not  permit  in  ex  parte  statement 
on  so  iDiporta,nt  a  subject  to  be  reeoided  in  then  procpedingi  without  notifying 
and  esamining  other  officers  concerned,  and  without  giving  the  whole  subject 
that  careful  and  full  investigation  whiUi  justice  and  fajv  dealing  demand,  and 
which  has  characterized  the  proceedings  of  your  committee  hitherto. 

In  this  view,  and  upon  one  point  concerning  which  Genera!  Banks  baa  given 
some  testimony,  I  desire  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  foliowiag  facta,  which 
I  submit  as  my  own  testimony  on  the  subject.  Whilst  it  wonld  oot  be  con- 
sistent, probably,  with  the  intei-ests  of  the  public  service  that  I  should,  for  the 
present,  be  called  away  fi-om  my  official  duties  in  this  department,  I  would 
respectfully  request  that  the  officers  hereinafter  mentioned  be  summoned  to  give 
their  tesfimony  in  the  case. 

I  understand  that  General  Banks  seeks,  by  his  testimony  and  that  of  one  or 
two  of  his  staff,  to  rid  himself  of  the  responsibility  of  the  battle  of  Oedar  moun- 
tain by  attempting  to  show  that  he  acted  under  my  orders  ia  making  the  attack. 

The  facts  herein  stated,  and  which  the  testimony  of  the  officers  hereinafter 
mentioned  will  fully  establish,  will  plainly  exhibit  to  your  commiltee  the  value 
of  General  Banks's  plea,  and  of  the  testimony  he  brings  forward  to  justify  it. 

Geueial  Bank's  alleges  that  he  received  a  verbal  message  from  me  from  the 
lips  of  Colonel  L  H  Marshall,  an  officer  on  my  staff,  in  the  following  words, 
via  :  '  General  Pope  directs  that  you  move  to  the  front  with  yonr  corps,  and 
take  up  a  strong  position  at  or  near  the  point  occupied  by  Crawford's  brigade 
of  your  coips  It  the  enemy  advances  against  you,  you  will  push  your  skir- 
mishpis  well  out  and  attack.     Re-enforcemeots  will  be  sent  forward  from  Cnl- 

Upon  this  order,  which  I  never  gave,  but  which  General  Banks  says  he 
received,  he  bases  his  justification  in  leaving  the  strong  position  he  was  ordei'od 
to  take  up,  and  in  advancing  two  miles  (nearly)  to  attack  an  enemy  well  posted 
and  in  superior  force. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  point  out  to  your  honorable  committee  that  even  if  the 
message  had  been  precisely  in  the  words  alleged  by  General  Banks,  yet  it 
nowhere  contains  any  order  for  him  to  leave  his  strong  position,  nor  is  there 
the  slightest  intimation  in  it  that  lie  was  expected  to  do  so.  The  interpretation 
put  npon  it  by  Genera!  Banks,  no  doubt  the  result  of  afterthought,  does  more 
credit  to  his  ingenuity  than  his  judgment.  As  interpreted  by  General  Banks, 
the  order  bears  absurdity  and  contradiction  on  its  face  so  plainly  that  I  venture 
to  say  that  no  man,  except  under  the  pressure  of  very  strong  personal  motives, 
could  have  ever  understood  it  as  General  Banks  says  he  did. 

What  possible  object  conld  there  be  in  ordering  General  Banks  to  take  up  a 
strong  position  against  the  advancing  enemy,  when  the  moment  that  enemy 
advanced  he  was  to  leave  it  and  march  forward  to  attack?  In  this  case,  too,  it 
was  not  the  enemy  that  advanced  against  Banks's  strong  position,  but  Banks 
who  advanced  against  the  enemy's  chosen  position. 

The  movements  of  the  army  for  concenti-ation  to  fight  Jackson  were  pei-fectly 
well  known  to  everybody  in  the  ai'my,  and  of  necessity  to  General  Banks.    Hia 
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corps  was  pushed  forvrard  to  occupy  and  hold  a  strong  poBition,  hehind  which 
the  eon  centra  tiou  of  McDowell  and  Sigel  was  to  be  made. 

I  venture  to  point  out  the  absurdity  of  Goneral  Banks's  interpretation  of  the 
verbal  order  which  he  says  he  received,  but  which  in  no  manner  authorizes  hia 
forward  movement  against  Jackson,  because  it  is  manifest  that  much  dependence 
ia  placed  upon  the  superficial  reading  often  given  to  such  papei'S.  I  submit 
also  an  official  letter  from  Colonel  Marshall  on  the  subject,  from  which  it  is 
manifest  that  I  neither  gave  any  order  through  him  which  authorized  GEeneral 
Banks  to  leave  his  etrong  position  and  attack  the  enemy,  nor  did  Colonel  Mar- 
shall intend  to  convey  any  such  idea  to  General  Banks. 

Whatever,  however,  may  have  been  the  facts  in  reference  to  Colonel  Mai- 
sball's  delivery  of  the  verbal  order  referred  to,  and  whatever  that  order  may 
have  been  as  delivei'ed,  I  do  not  perceive  that  it  baa  the  slightest  hearing  upon 
the  question.  It  was  delivered  is  General  Banks,  according  to  his  own  state- 
ment, at  8  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  August,  whilst  his  corps  was 
still  encamped  two  miles  northwest  of  Culpeper.  It  was,  in  fact,  his  first  order 
to  move  to  the  froat.  From  the  fact  that  neither  General  Banks  nor  his  wit- 
nesses refer  to  auy  subseouent  orders  or  instructions,  they  purposely  leave  the 
inference  that  be  received  ho  subsequent  orders  on  the  subject ;  and  that  from 
8  o'clock  iu  the  moraing  until  6  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  9th  of  Augost 
he  received  no  orders  from  me  concerning  his  operations.  This  omission  on  the 
part  of  General  Banks  is  the  more  singular,  because,  aside  from  subsequent 
orders  sent  him  on  several  occasions  whilst  be  was  on  the  field,  in  order  to  make 
sure  that  there  would  be  no  mistake  about  my  orders  and  intentions,  I  subse- 
quently (at  9J  o'clock  ia  the  morning)  sent  Brigadier  General  Eoberts,  senior 
officer  of  my  staff  and  an  old  army  officer,  to  the  field  with  fnll  and  precise 
orders  to  General  Banks  that  he  should  take  up  a  strong  position  near  where 
Crawford's  brigade  of  his  corps  was  posted,  and  if  the  enemy  advanced  upon 
bim  that  he  shonld  push  his  skirmishers  well  to  the  front  and  attack  the  enemy 
with  them,  explaining  fully  that  the  object  was  to  keep  hack  the  enemy  until 
Sigel's  coi^s  and  Bickett's  division  of  McDowell's  corps  conld  he  concentrated 
and  brought  forward  to  bis  support.  General  Eoberts  was  directed  to  remain 
with  General  Banks  until  further  ordere,  and  he  accordingly  did  remain  with 
bim  untU  I  reached  the  field  in  person,  just  before  dark,  when  Backs  bad  been 
driven  back  to  the  position  he  took  up  in  the  morning. 

General  Eoberts  was  authorized  by  me  to  give  such  orders  to  General  Banks, 
or  any  other  officer  on  the  field,  as  were  necessary  to  secure  the  execution  of 
the  planB  and  purposes  above  stated.  I  presume  there  was  not  an  officer  at  my 
headquarters  who  did  not  know  what  my  purpose  was.  In  fact,  the  object  was 
so  plain  that  no  military  man  could  fail  to  see  it.  I  conferred  freely  with 
Gteneral  McDowell  about  it,  and  to  his  official  report,  published  by  the  House 
of  Eepresentatives,  I  refer  for  a  corroboration  of  my  statement  that  that  was 
the  understanding  of  my  purpose. 

General  Eoberts,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  above  specified,  reported  to 
General  Banks  early  in  the  day  on  the  9th  of  August ;  gave  him  my  orders,  as 
above  stated,  and,  in  coajunctioa  with  him,  selected  the  strong  position  he  was 
to  take  and  hold. 

Geiiei-al  Banks  posted  his  corps  accordingly,  but  during  General  Eoberts's 
absence,  reconnoitring  the  extreme  right  of  the  position.  General  Banks  began 
to  move  his  corps  forward ;  and  whea  General  Eoberts  returned  be  found 
General  Banks  moving  forward  with  his  whole  corps  to  attack  the  enemy. 

He  immediately  remonstrated  against  the  movement,  and  some  conversation 
between  himself  and  General  Banks  ensued,  Eoberts  protesting  against  the 
movement,  and  saying  that  the  enemy  was  in  heavy  force — Banks  replying  that 
they  were  not  in  strong  force,  and  that  be  could  beat  them  and  take  their  bat- 
teries ;  bat  at  no  time  pretending  even  that  he  had  orders  from  me  to  attack. 
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The  above  statement  is  a  quotation  almost  verbatim  from  the  tcatimony  of 
General  Roberts  on  the  subject  of  the  battle  of  Cedar  mountain,  delivered 
before  the  McDowell  court  of  inquiry  at  Washington  city  in  Januaiy,  1863.  I 
transmit  eaclosed  a  certified  copy  of  hia  testimony  from  the  original  record. 
The  teetimoay  taken  by  the  McDowell  court  of  inquiry  has  never  been  pub- 
lished, hut  it  is  on  file  in  the  War  Department,  and  easily  accessible  to  your 
committee,  if  it  he  neeessaiy  to  verify  the  copy  herewith  enclosed. 

Colonel  L.  H.  Mai-shall,  who  is  the  ofScer  said  to  have  given  General  Banks 
the  verbal  order  which  he  presents,  is  at  present  on  duty  aa  mustering  and  dia- 
buraing  officer  at  Milwaukie,  Wisconsin,  and  can  readily  appear  before  your 
committee.  Brigadier  General  B.  S,  Roberts  is  still  in  service,  and  his  station 
can  be  asceitained  at  the  War  Department.  Captain  J,  McC.  Bel!,  assistant 
adjutant  general  on  General  Roberts's  staff  during  the  battle,  ia  now  on  duty 
with  me,  and  I  wiah  him  to  be  examined  concerning  the  orders  and  despatches 
from  me  i-eceived  by  General  Banks  ou  the  field  during  the  9th  of  August. 
Captain  Eell  was  present  when  General  Banks  read  l.heae  orders  aloud  to 
General  Roberts.  AH  my  copies  of  these  ordei-s  and  despatches  have  been  lost, 
bnt  General  Banks,  doubtless,  has  the  originals,  the  substance  of  which  can  bo 
given  by  Captain  Bell.  They  are  all  subsequent  to  the  alleged  verbal  order 
given  by  Colonel  Marshall  in  the  mornirg. 

The  object  in  sending  Banks's  corps  to  the  front  to  take  and  hold  a  strong 
position  against  the  advancing  enemy,  until  Sigcl's  corps  and  Bicketta's  divi- 
sion of  McDowell's  corps  could  be  united  in  his  rear,  waa  so  plain,  and  so 
clearly  understood  by  every  man  of  ordinaiy  intelligence,  that  I  find  it  impos- 
sible to  believe  that  General  Banks  did  not  underetaod  it. 

It  is  cleai'  to  me,  from  his  own  reports  at  the  time,  that  he  did  understand  it. 
Although  in  easy  communication  with  me  all  day,  and  altbongh  I  received,  at 
regular  intervals,  reports  from  him,  he,  ou  every  occasion,  expressed  the  belief 
that  the  enemy  did  not  intend  to  attack  him,  and  at  no  time  intimated  to  me 
that  Tie  intended  to  attack  the  enemy.  He  neither  asked  for  re-enforcements 
nor  intimated  that  he  needed  them.  His  last  report  was  dated  at  4.50  p.  m., 
and  is  as  follows  ; 

"August  9,  1863—4.50  p.  m. 
"To- Colonel  Ruogi.es,  CJdef  of  Staff  i 

"About  4  o'clock  shots  were  exchanged  by  the  skirmishera.  Artillery  opened 
fire  on  both  sides  in  a  few  minutes.  One  regiment  of  rebel  infantry  advancing 
now  deployed  as  skirmishers.  1  have  ordered  a  regiment  from  the  right  (Wil- 
liams's division)  and  one  from  the  left  (Augm^'s)  to  advance  on  the  left  and  in 

"  5  p.  m. — They  are  now  approaching  each  other." 

This  is  the  last  despatch  of  General  Banks,  but  before  I  received  it  I  was 
half-way  to  the  field  with  Ricketta's  division,  the  rapid  firing  inducing  me  to 
believe  that  an  engagement  was  going  on.  For  General  Banks's  despatches 
and  my  reasons  for  going  to  the  front  with  Eickette's  division,  see  my  oificiai 
report  and  General  McDowell's  in  the  volume  printed  by  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives, 

I  had  not  the  slightest  idea  when  I  went  forward  that  General.  Banks  had 
moved  from  his  position.  He  at  no  time  stated  to  me  his  purpose  to  do  so,  and 
I  supposed,  of  course,  when  I  went  forward,  that  the  enemy  had  attacked  him  in 
the  strong  position  he  had  been  ordered  to  take  ap,  and  that  he  was  still  holding 
it.  I  presumed  he  would  need  help  in  defending  that  position,  though  he  did 
not  at  any  time  say  so,  hut  constancy  reported  his  belief  that  the  enemy  was 
not  in  force  and  would  not  attack. 


./Google 


50  MISCELLANEOUS. 

I  accordingly  went  to  the  front  with  Ricketts's  division  as  a  precaution,  bnt 
when  I  arrived  on  the  field  I  found  to  my  surprise  that  General  Banks  had  not 
only  left  the  position  in  -which  he  was  posted  in  the  moraing,  but  bad  actually 
advanced  two  miles  nearly  in  the  belief  that  he  could  beat  the  enemy,  as  they 
were  not  in  lai^  force. 

When  near  the  field  even  I  received  word  ffoin  Banks  that  he  was  "  driving 
the  enemy,"  which  information  I  at  once  communicated  to  Kicketts'a  division. 

As  I  have  stated  in  my  official  report,  I  never  designed  that  Banks  shotild 
attaektheenemybeforeMcDowell  and  Sigeljoinodhim.andgave  no  order  whatever 
to  that  effect.  The  whole  weightof  the  fectsand  circamstances,  the  general  under- 
standing of  everybody,  and  Banks's  own  despatches,  are  against  the  fact  that 
be  himself,  at  the  time,  thought  of  understanding  otherwise  than  that  he  was  to 
hold  his  position  against  the  enemy. 

It  is  proper  to  state  to  your  committee  that  on  the  13th  of  August,  three  days 
after  the  battle  of  Cedar  mountain,  I  sent  a  long  telegraphic  report  of  the  battle 
to  Major  General  Halleck,  which  was  published  in  all  tbe  papers  immediately, 
and  which,  as  it  was  seen  a  day  or  two  after  its  publication  by  most  if  not  all 
the  ofiicers  belonging  to  the  army,  must  necffisarily  have  been  known  to  Gen- 
eral Banks. 

In  fact,  I  am  positive  it  was  known  to  him,  since  I  sent  him  a  copy  of  Geoeral 
Ealleck's  despatch  acknowledging  its  receipt,  and  containing  some  i-emarks 
complimentaiy  to  the  gallantry  of  General  Banks  and  his  corps.  lu  that  tel- 
egraphic report  I  stated  precisely  what  is  stated  in  my  detailed  official  report, 
vizi  that  General  Banks  departed  from  his  order  by  leaving  the  position  he 
was  ordered  to  take  up  and  advancing  to  attack  the  enemy.  I  several  times 
called  upon  General  Banks,  whUe  he  remained  under  my  command,  for  a  report 
of  the  battle  of  Cedar  mountain,  and  when  I  was  relieved  from  command  of  the 
army  of  Virginia,  in  September,  1862,  the  genera!-in-chief  of  the  army,  (Major 
General  Halleck,)  at  my  request,  issued  positive  orders  to  General  Banks,  and 
one  or  two  other  corps  commanders,  to  make  reports  to  me  immediately  of  the 
operations  of  their  respective  corps  during  the  campaign  of  the  army  of  Virginia, 
to  be  used  in  making  up  my  own  official  report. 

Tet  up  to  this  time  not  one  word  has  been  received  from  General  Banks  on 
the  subject  by  me  or  by  any  other  militaiy  of&ciai  of  the  government.  Now, 
at  the  end  of  more  than  two  years.  General  Banks,  being  on  leave  of  ab&ence  in 
"Washington,  procures  the  testimony  of  himself  and  one  or  two  of  his  staff  offi- 
cers to  be  taken  by  your  committee  in  relation  to  a  verbal  or^er,  which  he  says 
be  received  fi-om  Colonel  L.  H.  Marshall  early  in  the  morning  of  the  battle  of 
Cedar  mountain,  before  his  corps  had  even  gone  to  the  front.  He  seems  to  have 
interpreted  this  alleged  order  in  the  light  of  afterthought,  without  alluding  to 
subsequent  orders  he  received,  and  without  notifying  me  or  any  other  officer 
concerned  in  that  battle  that  he  intended  to  give  or  had  given  any  testimony 
before  your  committee  on  the  subject.  Pure  accident  alone  brought  to  my 
knowledge  the  fact  that  he  had  given  such  testimony,  and  enabled  me,  I  trust 
in  time,  to  present  this  paper  sind  these  facts  as  the  basis  of  further  examination 
of  the  subject,  which  I  hereby  respectfully  solicit  in  the  cause  of  justice  and  fair 
dealing.  ^ 

I  leave  your  committee  to  characterize  auch  a  transaction  as  it  merits. 

As  General  Banks,  however,  has  chosen  to  pursue  so  t[uestionable  a  course  in 
this  matter,  it  is  but  justice  to  the  officeis  and  men  concerned,  whether  of  his  own 
oc  other  corps  of  the  aimy,  that  yout  committee  examine  thoroughly  into  the 
battle  of  Cedar  mountain,  and  that  for  this  purpose  you  procure  the  testimony 
of  such  of  the  division  and  brigade  commanders  of  his  corps  and  of  other  officers 
as  are  within  reach. 

I  present  the  names  of  Major  General  Augur,  Bi-igadier  General  A.  S.  Wil 
liams,  Brigadier  General  George  H,  Gordon,  Brigadier  General  Henry  Prince, 
Brigadier  Goneral  Geary,  Brigadier  General  B.  S.Koberts,  Colonel  L.  H.   Mar- 
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shall,  Captain  J.  McC.  Bell,  and  each  others  as  the  official  records  show  were  with 
G-eneral  Banks  or  under  his  command  at  that  battle.  I  am  much  deceived  and  mis- 
informed if  their  testimony  does  not  exhibit  the  feet  that,  if  even  General  Banks 
hiid  received  positive  ordei-s  to  attack,  and  had  bad  every  advantage  on  his  side, 
his  remai-kable  ai-mngementB  for  that  battle  and  his  singular  manner  of  making 
the  attack  did  not  render  it  next  to  certain  that  the  result  must  necessarily  have 
been  defeat  and  disaster  tfl  his  corps. 

In  my  official  reports  I  endeavored,  as  fat  as  I  possibly  could,  to  avoid  the 
censure  justly  chargeable  upon  General  Banks  for  his  management  of  that 
battle,  though  I  was  warned  at  the  time  by  officers  of  high  rank  that  it  was 
misplaced  generosity,  and  that  my  forbearance  would  assui-cdiybe  used  against 
me  thereafter.  I  did  not  then  believe  it  possible,  and  felt  disposed  to  deal  with 
General  Banks  with  the  utmost  tenderness,  aa  I  knew  and  sympathised  with 
him  in  his  mortification  at  the  resnlt  of  bis  previous  encounter  with  Jacksoa, 
and  perfectly  understood  his  natural  anxiety  to  avail  himself  of  the  first  op- 
portunity t«  retrieve  his  reputatioa.  I  was  very  unwilling  under  such  circum- 
stances to  criticise  his  operations  at  Cedar  mountain  with  any  sort  of  bai'sbness ; 
but  as  he  himself  has  chosen  at  this  late  day  to  reopen  the  question  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Cedar  mountain,  by  endeavoring  to  place  on  your  records  an  ex  parte 
statement  of  only  one  incident  connected  with  it,  it  seems  but  proper  that  your 
honorable  committee  now  examine  thoroughly  into  it,  in  order  that  the  whole 
subject  may  bo  fully  and  fairly  presented  to  the  country,  and  the  measure  of 
praise  or  censure  be  con'ectly  fixed  npou  the  parties  concerned. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

JOHN  POPE, 
Major   General  V.  S.   F. 


Testimony  of  Brigadier  General  B.  S.  Roberts,  U.  S.  V.,  concerning  the  hat- 
tie  of  Cedar  mountain,  given  before  the  McDowell  court  of  inquiry. 

Washington,  D.  C.  January,  1863. 

Bi-igadier  General  Bukjasiin  S.  Roberts,  United  States  volunteers,  a  wit- 
By  General  McDowell : 

Question.  What  was  your  position  on  General  Pope's  stiiff  in  tlie  late  cam- 
paign in  Virginia ! 

Answer.  In  the  early  part  of  the  campaign  I  was  chief  of  cavalry  of  that 
army  ;  the  latter  part  of  it  I  was  inspector  general. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  of  the  orders  of  General  Pope  to  General 
Banks  relative  to  the  battle  of  Cedar  mountain,  9th  day  of  August,  1862  t 

Answer.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  9th  day  of  August  I  was  sent  \>j  Gen- 
eral Pope  to  the  front  of  the  ai-my  with  directions,  when  General  Banfe  should 
reach  a  position  where  the  night  before  I  had  posted  General  Crawford's  bri- 
gade, that  I  should  show  to  General  Banks  positions  for  him  to  take,  to  hold 
the  enemy  in  cheek,  if  he  attempted  to  advance  towards  Gulpeper.  Two  days 
previous,  the  7th  and  8th,  I  had  teen  to  the  point ;  knew  the  country,  and  had 
reported  to  General  Pope  my  impression  that  a  large  force  of  General  Jackson 
would  be  at  Cedar  mountain,  or  near  there,  on  tiie  9th,  re-enforeing  Ewell's 
troops,  who  were  already  there.  Gceneral  Pope  authorized  me,  before  going  to 
the  point,  to  give  any  orders  in  his  name  to  any  of  the  officers  that  might  be  in 
the  field  senior  to  me.  I  understood  his  object  was  to  hold  the  enemy  in  cheek 
there  that  day,  and  not  to  attack  until  the  utlier  troops  of  his  command  should 
arrive  and  join  General  Banks. 

.  I;  Google 


OS  MISCELLANEOUS. 

Question.  "Was  the  battle  of  the  9th  day  of  August  at  Cedar  mouiifaiii 
bi'Ought  OB  by  Ihe  enemy  or  by  General  Banks? 

Auswef.  In  the  early  part  of  the  day  the  battle  was  brought  on  (artillery 
battle)  by  the  ensmy'a  batteries  opening  from  new  pssitioua  on  Gfeneral  Craw- 
ford's artillery.  I  had  been  directed  by  General  Pope  to  send  information  to 
him  hourly  of  what  was  going  on,  and  I  had  expressed  to  General  Banks  my 
opinion,  about  three  o'cloijk  in  the  afternoon,  that  Jackson  had  arrived ;  the 
forces  were  very  lai^.  Gfeaeral  Banks  expressed  a  different  opinion,  saying 
tha,t  he  thought  he  should  attack  the  batteries  before  night.  I  stated  to  General 
Banks  then  my  reasons  for  believing  that  an  attack  would  be  dangerous  ;  that 
I  was  convinced  that  the  batteiiea  both  oa  Cedar  and  Slaughter's  mountains 
were  supported  by  heavy  forces  of  infantry  massed  in  the  woods.  He  expressed 
a  different  opinion.  He  told  me  he  believed  he  could  cany  the  field.  His 
men  were  in  the  beet  fighting  condition,  and  that  he  should  undertake  it.  I 
immediately  sent  a  despatch  to  General  Pope — I  think  my  despatch  was  dated 
half  past  four — telling  him  that  a  general  battle  would  be  fought  before  night, 
and  that  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance,  in  my  opinion,  that  General  McDow- 
ell's corps,  or  that  portion  of  it  which  was  between  Culpeper  and  tlie  battle- 
field, Ehould  be  at  once  sent  to  the  field.  Ricketts'a  division  of  General  Mc- 
Dowell's corps  was  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  crossing  of  the  road  leading 
from  Stephensburg  with  the  road  leading  from  Culpeper  to  the  battle-field, 
or  about  two  miles  from  Culpeper,  and  about  five  from  the  battle  field. 

The  court  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morning,  January  9,  1863,  at  1 1 

THIRTY-NINTH  DAT. 
CowrUroom,  comer  of    lAth  str&et  and  Penn.  Av. 

■Washington,  D.  C,  January  9,  18C3. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjonmment.  Presejit :  Major  General  George 
Cadwolader,  United  States  volunteers;  Brigadier  General  John  H.  Martin- 
dale,  United  States  volunteei-s  ;  Brigadier  General  James  H.  Van  Alen,  United 
States  volunteers ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Louis  H,  Pelouze,  assistant  adjutant 
general,  recorder  of  the  court,  and  3Iajor  General  McDowell,  United  States 
volunteers,  and  Brigadier  General  Beajamiii  8.  Roberts,  Uuited  States  volun- 
teers, the  witness  under  examination. 

The  proceedings  of  the  preceding  day  were  read  by  the  recorder,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  court. 

Brigadier  Gfeneral  Benjamin  S.  Roberts,  witness  under  examination,  desired 
to  state  that,  with  reference  to  his  testimony  of  the  previous  day,  such  portion  of  it 
as  reads  (page  47S)  "  General  Pope  authorized  me,  before  going  to  the  front,  to 
give  any  orders  in  his  name  to  any  of  the  officers  that  might  be  in  the  field 
senior  to  me,"  needs  to  be  so  qualified  as  toi-ead  that  I  was  authorized  to  give 
any  ordera,  so  far  as  to  carry  out  General  Pope's  views,  as  had  been  expressed 
to  mo,  (General  Roberts,)  in  relation  to  holding  the  enemy  there  until  his 
(General  Pope's)  forces  could  come  up. 
By  General  McDowell ; 

Question.  If  General  Banks  had  not  attacted  General  Jackson  in  force  on 
the  9th,  do  you  think  Jackson  would  have  attacked  Banks^ 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  Jackson  would  have  attacked  Banks  in  a  position 
where  he  was  first  posted  on  coining  on  to  the  field.  The  position  was  exceed- 
ingly strong,  and  one  which  a  small  force  like  General  Banks's  conid  have  held 
against  a  larger  one  of  the  enemy.  General  Jackson's  troops  had  made  a  long 
march  that  day,  and  I  do  not  think  they  were  in  a  condition  to  attack  General 
Banks. 
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Question.  Is  the  witneaa  to  be  understood  tiiat  Gfeneral  Banks  fought  the  bat- 
tle on  his  own  responsibility,  and  against  witnesa'a  advice,  and  the  known  ex- 
pectation of  General  Pope? 

Answer.  When  General  Banks  first  came  on  to  the  field  I  met  him,  and 
T/ent  to  the  front  with  him,  showing  him  positions  where  the  enemy  had  batte- 
ries already  posted,  and  where  I  had  discovered  they  were  posting  new  batteries, 
and  showed  General  Banks  the  positions  where  his  own  corps  could  take  position 
to  advautage,  and  hold  those  positions,  as  I  thought,  if  attacked.  I  then  told 
him  that  General  Pope  wanted  hhn  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  there  until  Sigei's 
forces  could  be  bi-onght  up,  which  were  expected  that  day,  and  all  his  other 
forces  united  to  fight  Jackson's  forces.  I  mean  to  be  nnderstood  to  say  that  it 
is  my  impvessioD  that  Genera!  Banks  fought  that  battle  eotirely  upon  bis  own 
responsibility,  and  against  the  expectations  of  General  Pope,  and  those  expec- 
tations had  been  expressed  to  General  Banks  as  I  have  ali-eady  stated,  perhaps 
more  ati-oiigly. 

Question.  Do  you  know  why  General  Banks  advanced  to  make  a  division 
movement  upon  the  enemy  on  the  9tli  of  August  without  the  aid  of  General  Mc- 
Dowell's troops  t     If  so,  state  why. 

Answer.  I  can  only  state  impressions  from  facts  which  I  can  relate.  General 
Banks  ha'd  seen  nothing  of  the  enemy  on  that  day,  or  not  much  of  the  enemy, 
as  the  country  was  such  (and  well  known  to  them)  a?  to  enable  them  to  conceal 
their  movements  from  General  Banks.  After  he  first  came  on  to  the  field,  and 
I  had  sn^ested  positions  to  the  left  of  Crawford's  brigade,  where  bis  main  force 
should  take  position,  be  proceeded  to  pnt  those  forces  in  position  in  support  of 
Crawford,  and  on  his  left.  I  went  to  the  extreme  right  with  one  of  bis  brig- 
ades (Gordon's)  to  put  it  into  position,  and  was  gone  an  hour  or  moi-e,  I  should 
think,  as  I  went  some  distance  to  the  right,  under  the  belief  that  a  part  of  the 
enemy's  forces  were  endeavoring  to  turn  that  flank.  On  returning  back  to  the 
field  I  found  General  Banks  had  advanced  his  lines  in  oi-der  of  battle,  consider- 
ably toward  the  enemy,  so  that  veiy  sharp  musketry  firing  had  already  com- 
menced. I  then  expressed  to  General  Banks  my  convictions — and  I  think  this 
was  about  throe  and  a  half  o'clock— that  the  enemy  was  in  very  large  force,  and 
massed  in  the  woods  on  his  right. 

General  Banks  i-eplied  that  he  did  not  believe  the  enemy  was  in  any  consider- 
able force  yet,  and  said  he  had  resolved  to  attack  their  batteries,  or  to.  attack 
tJieir  main  force.  It  was  either  one  or  the  other,  From  this  state  of  facts  I 
am  convinced  that  General  Banks  made  the  attack  in  the  belief  that  the  enemy 
was  not  in  large  force,  and  that  he  would  succeed  in  his  attack  without  the  aid 
of  other  troops. 

Another  reason  for  this  belief  is  that  General  Banks  supposed  that  his  own 
force  wiis  between  twelve  and  thirteen  thousand,  whereas  it  was  three  thousand 
sand  less  than  that  number.  He  was  led  to  this  belief  by  some  mistake  in  re- 
turns, which  he  did  not  discover  until  after  the  battle  was  fought. 

The  court  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow,  January  10, 1863,  at  1 1  o'clock  a,  m. 


A  true  copy  of  the  rccoi'd. 
A  true  copy. 


.  H.  PELOUZE, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  and  Reoordc9: 


"VV.  H.  W.  KREBS, 

Captain  and  A.  D.  G. 


JAMES  McC.  BELL, 

Captain  and  A.  A.  General. 
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MiLWAL'KiE,  Wisconsin,  December  36,  1864. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  calling 
my  attention  to  an  order  which  General  Banks  states  that  I  delivered  to  him 
verbally. 

General  Banks  etatea  that  I  ordered  him  to  leave  the  Btrong  position  he  'was 
oitlered  to  tiike  up,  and  advance  and  attack  the  enemy. 

The  order  received  from  yon  and  delivered  hy  me  to  General  Banks,  about 
eight  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  August,  before  he  moved  from  Cul- 
peper  to  the  front,  waa,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  as  follows : 

"Gbkeral:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  to  the  front 
and  take  up  a  strong  position  near  the  position  held  by  General  Crawford's 
brigade ;  that  yoa  will  not  attack  the  enemy  unless  it  becomes  evident  the  enemy 
will  attack  you;  then,  in  order  to  hold  the  advantage  of  being  the  attacking 
party,  you  will  attack  with  your  skirmishers  thrown  well  to  the  front." 

The  above  is  the  exact  language  used  by  me  to  General  Banks  as  near  as  I 
can  remember ;  my  understanding  of  your  intention  was,  that  you  wished  to 
hold  the  enemy  in  check,  and  put  off  a  general  engagement  until  Sio;ere  and 
McDowell's  corps  could  be  got  up,  and  1  think  that  such  was  the  understand- 
ing of  every  one  in  the  army. 

My  understanding  of  your  order  was,  that  General  Banks  was  to  attack  with 
his  skirmishers,  and  my  intention  was  for  him  so  to  understand  the  order. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  H.  MAKSHALL, 

Colonel  and  A.  A.  D.  C. 
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Washington,  May  27,  1864. 

A.  J.  Palmer,  being  duly  sworn,  was  examined  as  follows; 
By  Mr.  Gooch : 

Question.  State  your  popii 

Answer.  I  am  a  private  ir 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  service  t 

Answer.  Since  July,  1861, 

Question.  Have  you,  at  any  time,  been  captui-ed  by  the  rebels ;  and  if  so, 
whent 

Answer.  I  was  captured  on  the  18th  of  July,  18G3,  in  the  assault  on  Fort 
Wagner,  before  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

Question.  Where  were  you  taken  after  you  were  captured? 

Answer.  I  was  taken  to  the  Charleston  jail  and  \ept  three  days,  tlien  to 
Columbia,  Sotith  Carolina,  and  kept  about  two  mouths.  About  the  24th  of 
September,  I  think,  I  was  taken  to  Richmond  and  put  in  the  Libby  prison,  and 
about  the  last  of  September  was  sent  to  Belle  Island,  I  was  at  Belle  Island 
abont  a  montii  when  I  went  into  the  hospital. 

Question.  Wliat  was  your  treatment  while  you  were  at  Belle  Island? 

Answer,  The  treatment  was  very  poor.  When  I  went  there,  in  September, 
they  gave  wheat  bread,  I  should  jtidge  about  half  a  pound  a  day,  and  sometimes 
a  little  black  bean  soup. 

Question.  Was  the  qnantity  of  food  which  they  gave  you  sufScient? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  nothing  like  sufficient. 

Question.  Why  did  you  go  to  tlie  hospital  ? 
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Answer.  I  was  sick.     On  tte  27tli  of  October  I  was  taken  sick  witli  tj'phoid 

Qaestion.  Did  you  liave  any  teata  while  you  were  at  Belle  island  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  was  in  a  tent.  I  would  not  have  had  one  but  for  the 
fact  that  700  mea  went  north  the  day  I  reached  there,  and  I  went  into  one  of 
their  tents.     The  men  did  not  alt  have  tents. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  remain  in  that  hospital  t 

Answer.  From  the  S7th  of  October  until  the  16th  of  April. 

Question.  Were  you  employed  in  any  capacity  while  at  the  hospital ;  and  if 
BO,  what^ 

Answer.  Yes,  air;  for  the  last  mouth  or  two  I  was  employed  as  clerk  to  the 
Burgeon  in  charge  of  the  hospital. 

Question.  How  were  you  treated  while  in  the  hospital? 

Answer.  While  in  the  hospital  as  a  patient,  the  treatment,  as  far  as  kindness 
would  go,  was  very  well,  because  our  men  were  the  atteadauta  there;  some  of 
theni  wei-e  very  mean,  thoagh,  and  were  very  little  better  than  their  men. 

Question.  How  was  it  in  respect  to  the  food  furnished? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  had  as  much,  in  quantity,  as  the  men  on  Belle 
island  got.  Siek  men  did  not  need  as  much.  They  meant  to  issue  about  the 
same  quantity,  but  there  were  six  or  eight  nurses  who  received  what  they  wanted, 
and  of  course  the  patients  did  not  get  as  much. 

Question.  State  whether  or  not  you  made  any  copy  of  the  records  of  diseases 
and  deaths  in  that  hospital  daring  the  quarter  ending  March  30,  1S64 1 

Answer.  Tes,  sir.  I  had  made  a  report  for  the  surgeon  ia  charge  to  the  Sur- 
geon General  or  medical  director,  I  am  not  eertaiu  which. 

Question.  Have  you  a  copy  of  that  report  with  you'! 

Answer.  I  have. 

The  witness  produced  the  following  copy  of  the  report  referred  to  : 
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The  nhove  report  is  a  true  eopy  of  the  official  report  made  by  the  surgeon  ia  ehnrg'e  of  the 
Coufederntii  States  mililarj  prison  hospital  to  Siirgeoa  General  Muovp,  C.  S.  A.,  ol  the  dis- 
eases aud  deaths  of  federal  prisoiiera  nailer  his  ckai'ge,  for  the  quarter  eudiug  March  31, 
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Question.  Is  tliat  a  ti'ue  copy  of  the  report  wliioli  you  drew  for  tlie  mettieal 

Answer.  It  is. 

Question.  Have  you  anything  whicli  you  wiali  to  afld  iu  relation  to  the 
treatment  of  our  men  while  in  hospital  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  air.  After  our  men  were  dead  and  put  in  the  dead-house, 
nearly  every  morning,  the  eyea  and  cheeks  were  eaten  out  of  them  by  the  rats, 
before  they  were  put  in  their  coffins.  It  was  complained  of  several  times,  and 
the  rebel  surgeon  in  charge  slightly  reprimanded  the  undertaker,  but  he  took 
scarcely  any  notic^  of  it,  and  it  had  not  been  stopped  when  I  came  away. 

Question.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  hospital  aa  to  cleanliness  J 

Answer.  Every  bed  was  very  thickly  covered  with  vermin.  A  man  would 
be  taken  with  the  small-pox,  and  after  he  was  sent  to  the  amall-pox  hospital 
sometimes  the  clothes  would  not  be  changed,  and  !i  man  would  be  put  into  the 
Mame  bed.  The  vermin  were  very  thick.  They  would  wash  a  little,  but  not 
enough  to  Lave  a  change  of  clothes  once  in  two  months. 

Question.  Was  the  hospital  to  which  they  sent  our  patients  very  much 
crowded  1 

Answer.  Tea,  sir,  A^  soon  aa  a  man  was  able  to  have  his  clothes  on  he  waa 
put  on  to  the  floor.  In  a  ward  where  there  were  70  beda  there  were  a  hundred 
and  eight,  nine,  or  ten  men;  and  then  there  were  10  nuraes  who  would  some- 
tim.es  take  the  beda.  Sometimes  they  did  not  have  ten,  and  aomctimeij  more 
than  that. 

Washington,  January  21,  1865. 

Sergeant  0.  W.  Th(jr5ton  sivoro  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Loan : 

Question.  Will  you  state  to  what  company  and  regiment  you  belong? 

Answer.  I  am  a  sergeaat  of  company  K,  6fh  New  Hampshire  volunteers. 

Question.  About  what  time  and  whei-e  were  you  taken  prisoner  by  the 
rebels  ? 

Answer,  I  v/b»  captured  on  the  30th  of  September  last,  at  what  I  think  is 
known  by  the  name  of  Jones's  farm.  It  was  the  time  the  attempt  was  made 
to  cut  the  Southeide  railroad  near  Petersburg. 

Question.  To  what  place  were  you  takeu  and  confined  ? 

Answer,  I  waa  first  taken  with  others  to  Petereburg,  and  kept  over  night, 
then  to  Richmond  and  put  into  what  is  called  the  Pemberton  building,  and  than 
to  Salisbury,  North  Carolina. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  kept  ia  Richmond  % 

Answer.  Only  over  one  night. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  at  Salisbury  ! 

Answer.  Until  the  ISth  of  last  month,  when  I  made  my  escape. 

Question.  What  nnmber  of  prisoners  were  at  Salisbury,  and  how  were  they 
treated  ? 

Answer.  When  I  was  first  taken  there,  there  were  comparatively  few  pris- 
oners there,  but  within  three  or  four  days  there  were  upwards  of  10,000.  I 
know  that  when  I  had  charge  of  the  bakery  for  the  prisoners,  I  made  out  requisi- 
tions for  more  tlian  10,600  men. 

Question.  What  kind  of  a  pla«e  were  you  kept  in  t 

Answer.  At  the  time  I  went  there,  there  was  a  building  that  was  made  to  hold 
probably  2,000  men.  The  rest  had  no  cover  or  shelter  at  all.  The  enemy  had 
Uken  away  from  us  our  blankets  and  knapsacks  and  a  great  deal  of  onr  cloth- 
ing. About  the  6th  of  November  the  quar;ermaster  gave  us  some  tenta,  in  the 
proportion  of  one  Sibley  tent  and  one  small  wall  tent  to  each  100  men,  but  not 
more  than  50  of  the  100  could  got  in  aud  lie  down  in  the  teuts;  the  rest  had  no 
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covering,  and  ased  to  dig  boles  in  the  ground  witli  their  pocket  knives  and 
plates,  because  they  could  get  no.  shovels  or  picks,  and  they  would  crawl  in 
those  holes  and  lie  down. 

In  tegard  to  the  rations  for  the  men,  what  was  called  the  regular  ration  was 
a  pound  of  bread  made  of  corn  and  cobs  ground  together,  to  each  man  for  24 
hours;  they  usually  got  only  about  13  ounces  even  of  that  bread;  then,  for  meat, 
the  men  usually  received  SS  pounds  of  beeves'  heads,  tripes,  and  gullets  to 
each  100  men  ;  but  that  was  not  received  every  day,  only  about  once  in  four 
days  on  an  average,  and  then  there  was  usually  given  abont  half  ei  pint  of 
Boup  to  each  man  a  day;  the  soup  was  made  of  rice  and  water;  that  is,  a  laige 
bucketful  of  rice  woidd  be  put  into  a  large  kettle  of  water,  holding,  say,  §0 
gallons;  soraetimea  a  little  salt,  sometimes  no  salt  at  all.  They  would  dip 
out  the  water  aad  but  little  of  the  rice,  and  then  fill  up  again  and  again  until 
1,000  men  had  been  served  from  the  one  bucketful  of  rice.  Upon  the  sligbtCBt 
provocation  the  rations  wonld  be  cut  off  entirely  for  a  day  or  two.  I  have  lost 
the  principal  diary  I  kept  while  there ;  but  I  find,  in  a  memorandum  book  which 
1  have  hei-e,  that  on  Friday  the  28th  of  October  the  men  received  no  rations  ;  on 
Saturday  they  i-eceived  nothing  but  soup;  on  Sunday  they  received  bread  and 
meat,  eo  that  there  were  two  days  when  they  i-eceived  nothing  but  a  little  soup. 
In  regard  to  the  treatment  of  our  men  in  other  respects,  I  can  illustrate  it  by 
an  incident  I  saw  myself:  I  was  standing  one  day  by  the  hospital,  (I  had  been 
to  see  Mr.  Davis,  one  of  the  prisoner  who  had  been  appointed  superintendent  of 
the  hospital,)  and  one  of  oar  negro  soldiers,  captured  at  the  time  of  the  explosion 
of  the  mine  near  Petersburg,  was  standing  near  by  engaged  in  "  skkmishing," 
as  we  prisoners  call  it,  examining  bis  clothes  for  vermin.  A  sentinel  there,  at 
whom  1  happened  to  be  looking  at  tlie  time,  drew  up  his  musket,  took  deliberate 
aim  and  fired,  killing  the  negro  on  the  spot  One  of  our  boys  asked  him  "  "What 
he  did  that  for?"  And  he  replied  that  he  did  it  "  to  see  the  damned  black  sou 
of  a  bitch  drop."     That  I  saw  done  myself. 

Question.  What  notice  was  taken  of  that  by  the  rebel  authorities  thei-e ) 

Answer.  None  that  I  know.  The  report  is  that  they  get  30  days'  furlough 
for  shooting  a  Yankee  :  that  it  is  encouraged.  Mr.  Davis,  the  superintendent  of 
the  hospital,  assured  me  that  he  has,  at  the  present  time,  the  names  of  1,800 
of  our  men  who  died  there  between  the  1st  day  of  October  and  the  15th  day 
of  December,  1864. 

Question.  "Who  is  this  Mr.  Davis  ? 

Answer.  Ha  was  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Ohio  senate,  so  I  understand,  and  a 
correspondent  of  the  Cincinnati  Gazette.  He  escaped  when  I  did,  tuid  I  ua- 
derstaud  be  is  now  in  this  city. 

Question.  He  was  a  prisoner  at  Salisbury  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  Mr.  Richardson  of  the  New  York  T'imes,  and  Mr. 
Browne  of  the  New  York  Tribune. 

Question.  "What  means  had  Mr.  Davis  to  know  the  number  of  deaths  ? 

Answer.  He  was  the  superintendent  of  the  hospital,  and  Mr.  Eichardson  was 
clerk  of  the  hospital. 

Question.  Appointed  by  the  rebel  authorities! 

Answer.  Yes,  air  ;  we  made  an  attempt  to  break  out  of  the  prison  one  day,  in 
which  we  killed  four  of  the  guards  and  wounded  quite  a  number  of  them.  They 
killed  fifteen  of  our  men,  and  wounded  fifty-seven.  They  fired  upon  the  boys 
for  twenty-two  minutes  after  they  had  given  up  and  gone  into  their  tents. 
They  fired  right  through  the  tents — they  could  see  no  one — riddling  them  com- 
pletely, and  they  discharged  cannon  several  times,  loaded  with  canister,  or 
rather  with  little  plugs  of  ii-on  punched  out  of  boilers  where  they  made  them. 
We  have  kept  an  account  of  upwards  of  900  federal  soldiers  who  have  enlisted 
in  the  rebel  service  merely  to  avoid  starvation.     Generally,  for  a  day  or  two 
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bf^fove  tliey  were  enlisted  tLey  woiiM  be  deprivccl  of  everything  to  eat  but  a 
little  soii|). 

Question,  What  rations  do  the  rebels  furnish  their  own  aokliers? 

Answer.  They  told  me  that  tbuy  got  a  ponnd  of  flour  and  a  half  a  pound  of 
bacon  ov  other  meat  to  &  man.  They  were  put  on  short  rations  there,  or  "  half 
rations,''  aa  they  called  it. 

Question.  What  else  was  furnished  them  1 

Answer.  Very  little  of  anything  else  than  a  little  tobacco ;  at  least  that  is 
what  they  told  me.  They  said  they  had  to  have  pi-ovisions  sent  them  from 
home,  for  they  could  not  live  on  their  rations  there. 

Question.  What  became  of  the  beeves,  the  heads  and  tripes  of  which,  you 
say,  were  given  to  the  prisoners  ! 

Answer,  I  cannot  tell;  sometimes  we  would  get  a  little  of  the  beef,  but 
very  seldom;  we  got  very  little  beef  in  proportion  to  the  heads  and  tripes.  I 
had  twelve  men  of  my  own  regiment  who  enlisted  in  the  rebel  service. 

Question.  Did  mucli  sickness  result  from  this  diet  1 

Answer.  The  diarrhcea  was  the  prevalent  sickness,  caused  prineipally  by 
the  water,  I  think.  The  boys  did  not  have  what  water  they  wanted. 
They  had  to  go  a  quarter  of  a  mle  to  a  little  creek,  twenty  at  a  time, 
with  a  guard,  but  they  did  not  get  all  they  wanted.  There  was  water  in, 
the  yard,  hut  ao  thick  with  mad  that  they  could  not  drink  it.  The  only 
well  tliat  had  good  water  in  it  was  closely  guarded  aud  kept  for  the  hos- 
pital. The  morning  I  escaped,  there  were  7,603  prisoners  there.  We  never 
received  any  of  the  clothing  or  supplies  of  the  Sanitary  Commission  which  we 
understood  had  been,  sent  to  us.  Before  our  soldiers  would  be  enlisted  in  the 
rebel  service,  they  would  usually  get  nothing  to  eat  for  two  or  three  days. 
Then  an  officer  would  come  in  with  a  guard,  and  when  the  prisoners  were  col- 
lected around  bun,  he  wonld  tell  them  that  they  would  not  he  exchanged  before 
the  end  of  the  war ;  but  if  they  would  enlist  in  their  service,  they  would  have 
plenty  of  food  and  clothing,  and  be  placed  on  garrison  duty,  and  not  be  called 
upon  to  fight.  I  have  seen  men  brought  up  for  that  purpose,  who  were  so 
weak  that  they  could  not  walk  without  staggering. 

Question.  Were  any  threats  made  as  to  what  wonld  he  the  consequsuces  if 
they  did  not  enlist? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  there  was  no  need  of  threats ;  the  boys  knew  they  would 
die  if  they  stayed  there.  The  rations  kept  growing  pooi'cr  and  poorer  all  the 
time.    Grod  only  knows  what  they  are  by  this  time,  or  how  the  poor  fellows  got 

Question.  State  more  fully  about  your  being  deprived  of  clothing,  &c.,  when 
you  were  captured. 

Answer,  When  we  ai-e  first  taken,  they  generally  take  from  us  all  our  money, 
watches,  and  other  valuables.  When  we  were  taken  to  Petersburg,  an  officer 
came  in  with  a  guard,  where  we  were,  and  took  a  great  many  of  our  rubber 
and  woollen  blankets.  The  guard  kept  coming  in  and  stealing  oiu-  clothing, 
the  men  resisting;  but,  of  course,  resistance  was  useless.  They  took  our  shel- 
ter tents  and  overcoats  from  us  while  we  were  in  Petersburg.  When  we  got  to 
Richmond  and  were  put  in  the  Pemberton  building,  we  were  formed  into  line  on 
each  side  of  the  building,  and  made  to  take  off  our  knapsacks,  haversacks,  and 
canteens,  and  pile  them  up  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  and  they  were  carried  off  by 
them.  They  said  they  were  going  to  search  us  for  money,  and  we  were  invited 
to  give  up  what  money  we  had  voluntarily,  and  told  that  if  we  did  so  we 
should  have  a  receipt  for  it,  and  it  would  be  given  back  to  us  when  we  were 
escbanged ;  but  we  were  told  that  if  we  did  not  do  that,  and  any  money  was 
afterwards  found  on  us,  it  would  be  confiscated.  Then  they  took  us  on  to 
Salisbury,  many  of  our  boys  having  nothing  but  what  they  had  on ;  when 
their  clothes  wore  out  they  had  to  do  without.     When  I  left  not  one-half  of 
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them  Bad  more  than  a  blowee  and  a  pair  of  paiitaloona,  some  notihig'  but  a 
eliirt  and  pantaloons,  still  others  nothing  but  pantaloons  and  a  piece  of  old 
cloth  about  their  shoulders;  hundreds  were  barefooted  and  without  hats  or 
caps,  without  clothing  to  keep  them  any  way  comfortable. 

Question.  Than  they  must  have  Buffered  much  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  understood  that  some  of  them  froze  to  cleath ;  I  have 
no  doubt  that  many  perished  iti  that  way.  1  have  had  men  come  to  the  bakery, 
where  I  was,  aiiivering  and  shaking  with  cold,  as  if  they  had  the  ague,  and  beg 
to  be  allowed  to  come  in  and  warm  themselves.  1  would  let  a  few  in  at  a  time, 
and  then,  after  a  short  time,  make  them  go  out  and  let  others  come  in.  When 
prisoners  died  they  used  to  strip  them  of  their  clothing,  which  they  would 
sometimes  give  to  the  most  needy  of  the  living.  The  dead  were  put  in  a  dead- 
lioQse,  and  then  pitched  into  a  cart  any  way,  just  as  many  as  it  would  hold,  and, 
aa  I  understood,  carried  off  and  tumbled  into  a  ditch  and  covered  up.  This  I  was 
told  by  some  of  our  men  who  were  detailed  as  grave- diggers,  and  given  double 
rations  for  that  duty. 

Question.  You  have  no  person^  knowledge  that  any  of  the  prisoners  froze 
to  death  i 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  saw  none  when  they  were  freezing,  but  I  was  told  so, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  of  it.  The  men  would  get  very  weak,  and  would  crawl 
into  their  holes,  and  I  have  no  doubt  they  froze  to  death  there.  One  man  was 
taken  out  from  under  the  hospital  who  had  been  there  so  long  that  he  bad 
begun  to  decay,  and  was  all  covered  with  vermin ;  we  supposed  he  had  crawled 
under  there  to  get  out  of  the  cold  and  there  died.  I  was  ;toId  by  a  rebel  doctor 
there,  I  forget  his  name,  that  not  one  in  ten  of  the  men  who  died  there  would 
have  died  if  they  had  had  proper  food  and  shelter. 

Question.  Fi'om  all  that  you  have  seen,  are  you  satisfied  in  your  own  mind 
that  our  soldiers  have  died  there  in  consequence  of  not  having  proper  food  and 
clothing? 

Answer.  I  know  so,  as  well  as  I  can  know  anything  of  that  nature.  Thei-e 
was  a  enow-storra  there,  which  changed  to  a  cold  rain,  and  lasted  for  two  days, 
and  the  moi-ning  after  I  saw  six  men  taken  out  of  one  hole,  into  which  they 
had  crawled,  and  had  there  died. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  in  effecting  your  escape  1 

Answer.  We  left' on  the  18th  of  December,  and  reached  Knoxville  on  the 
13th  of  January.  From  there  I  went  to  Chattanooga,  and  was  ordered  by 
General  Thomas  to  i-eport  here  in  Washington,  and  I  came  right  on  here. 

Qaeation.  You  are  here  for  the  purpose  of  joining  youi  regiment? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir!  I  want  to  join  it  immediately. 

Washington,  January/  30,  1SG3. 

Mr.  Alueht  D.  EiciiAKUsojM  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  chairman ; 

Question.  I  understand  that  you  are  one  of  the  newspaper  con-eap  on  dents 
who  lately  escaped  from  Salisbury,  North  Carolina.  Will  you  give  the  com- 
mittee a  statement  of  such  matters  as  you  may  deem  important  in  relation  to 
your  experience  as  a  prisoner,  and  what  yon  have  observed  in  reference  to  the 
treatment  of  our  prisoners  by  the  rebel  authorities  1 

Answer.  I  am  a  Tribune  correspondent,  and  was  captured  by  the  rebels  May 
3,  1863,  at  midnight,  on  a  hay  hale  in  the  Mississippi  river,  opposite  Vickshurg. 
After  confinement  in  six  di&rent  prisons  I  was  sent  to  Salisbuiy,  N.  C,  Feb- 
ruary 3,  1864,  and  kept  there  until  December  18,  when  I  escaped.  For  several 
months  Salisbury  was  the  moat  endurable  rebel  priaon  I  had  seen.     The  six 
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Imndred  inmates  exercised  in  the  open  air,  were  comparatively  well  feci  and 
kindJy  treated.  Bnt  early  in  October  10,000  regdar  prisoners  of  war  arrived 
there,  and  it  immediately  changed  into  a  scene  of  crnelty  and  horrors.  It  was 
densely  crowded  ;  rations  were  cut  down  and  issued  very  irregularly ;  friends 
outside  conld  not  even  send  in  a  plate  of  food.  The  prisoners  suffered  constantly 
and  often  intensely  for  want  of  wrtter,  bread,  and  shelter.  The  rebel  authoritiea 
placed  all  the  prison  hospitals  under  charge  of  my  two-  journalistic  comrades 
(Messrs,  Brown  and  Davis)  and  myself.  Our  positions  enabled  us  to  obtain 
exact  and  minute  information.  Those  who  Lad  to  live  ov  die  on  the  prison  ra- 
tions always  suffered  from  hunger.  Very  frequently  one  or  more  divisions  of  a 
thousand  men  would  receive  no  rations  for  twenty-four  hours  ;  sometimes  they 
were  without  a  morsel  of  food  for  forty-eight  houra.  The  few  who  had  money 
would  pay  from  iive  to  twenty  dollars,  rebel  carreney.  for  a  little  loaf  of  bread. 
Most  of  the  prisoners  traded  the  buttons  from  their  blowaes  for  food.  Many, 
though  the  w;6ather  was  very  inclement  and  snows  frequent,  sold  coats  from 
their  backs  and  shoes  from  their  feet.  Yet  I  was  assured,  on  authority  entirely 
trustworthy,  that  the  great  commissary  warehouse  neii  the  pnson  was  filled 
with  provisions ;  that  the  commissary  fonnd  it  difficult  to  obtain  stoiage  for  his 
flonr  and  meal ;  that  when  a  subordinate  asked  the  post  commandant,  Major 
John  H.  G-ee,  "  Shall  I  give  the  prisoners  full  rations,'  he  replied,  "  No,  God 
damn  them,  give  them  quarter  rations."  I  know,  from  personal  observation, 
that  com  and  pork  areveryabundantin  the  region  about  ftalisbuiy.  Poi  several 
weeks  the  prisoners  had  no  shelter  whatever.  They  were  all  thinly  clad ; 
thousand's  were  barefooted ;  not  one  in  twenty  had  either  overcoat  or  blanket ; 
mauY  hundreds  were  without  shirts,  and  hundi'eds  were  without  blowses.  At 
last  one  Sibley  tent  and  one  "A"  tent  were  furnished  to  each  sqnad  of  one  hun- 
dred. With  the  closest  crowding  these  sheltered  about  one-half  the  prisoners. 
The  rest  burrowed  in  the  ground,  crept  under  buildings,  or  shivered  through 
the  nights  in  the  open  air  upon  the  frozen,  muddy,  or  snowy  soil.  If  the  rebels, 
at  the  time  of  their  capture,  had  not  stolen  their  shelter  tents,  blankets,  clothing, 
and  money,  they  would  have  suffered  little  from  cold.  If  the  prison  atithorities 
had  permitted  a  few  hundred  of  them,  either  upon  parole  or  under  guard,  to  cut 
logs  within  two  miles  of  the  garrisoa,  the  prisoners  would  gladly  have  built  com- 
fortable and  ample  barracks  in  one  week.  But  the  commandant  would  never, 
in  a  densely  wooded  regio;i,  with  the  cars  which  brought  it  passing  by  the  wall 
of  the  prison,  even  furnish  half  the  fuel  which  was  needed. 

The  hospitals  were  in  a  horrible  condition.  By  crowding  the  patients 
thick  as  they  could  lie  upon  the  floor  they  would  contain  six  hundred  inmates. 
They  were  always  full  to  ovei-flowiug,  with  thousands  seeking  admissionin  vain, 
la  the  twolargest  wards,  containing  jointly  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  patienis, 
there  w.os  no  five  whatever.  The  others  had  small  fireplaces,  but  were  always 
cold.  One  wai-d,  which  held  forty  patients,  was  compai'atively  well  furnished. 
In  the  other  eight  the  sick  and  dying  men  lay  upon  the  cold  and  usually  naked 
floor,  for  the  scanty  straw  furnished  «s  soon  became  too  filthy  and  full  of  ver- 
min for  use.  The  autliorities  never  supplied  a  single  blanket,  or  quilt,  or  pillow, 
or  bed,  for  those  eight  wards.  We  could  not  procure  even  brooms  to  keep 
them  clean,  or  cold  water  to  wash  the  faces  of  the  inmates.  Pneumonia, 
catarrh,  and  diarrhcea  were  the  prevailing  diseases,  but  they  were  directly  the 
result  of  hunger  and  exposure.  More  than  half  who  entered  the  hospitals  died 
in  a  very  few  days.  The  deceased,  always  without  coffins,  were  loaded  in  a 
dead-cart,  piled  upon  each  other  like  logs  of  wood,  and  so  driven  out  to  be  thrown 
into  a  trench  and  covered  with  earth. 

The  rebel  surgeons  wei-e  generally  humane  and  attentive.  They  endeavored 
to  improve  the  shocking  condition  of  the  hospitals,  hut  the  Salisbury  and  Rich- 
mond authorities  both  disregarded  their  complaints  and  protests. 
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On  November  25  many  of  the  prisoners  iad  been  without  food  for  forty- 
ght  honre.  Desperate  from  hunger,  without  any  matured  plan,  a  few  of  them 
id,  "We  may  as  well  die  in  one  way  as  another;  let  ns  break  out  of  this  hor- 
ole  place,"  Some  of  tbem  wrested  the  guns  from  a  relief  of  fifteen  rebel 
soldiers  just  eotering  the  yard,  killing  two  wiio  resisted  and  wounding  five  or 
six.  Others  attempted  to  open  the  fence,  but  they  had  neither  adequate  tools 
nor  concert  of  action.  Before  they  could  effect  a  breach  every  gun  in  the  gar- 
rison was  turned  upon  them,  two  fleld-pieeea  operated  with  grape  and  canister, 
and  they  dispersed  to  their  quarters.  Five  minutes  from  the  beginning  the 
attempt  was  quelled  and  hardly  a  prisoner  was  to  be  seen  in  the  yard.  My  own 
quarters  were  a  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  the  scene  of  the  insurrection.  In 
our  viiaaity  there  had  been  no  paiticipation  at  all  in  it,  and  yet  for  twenty 
minutes  after  it  was  ended  the  guai'de  upon  the  fence  on  each  side  of  us,  with 
deliberate  aim,  fired  into  the  tents  upon  helpless  and  innocent  men.  They  killed, 
in  all,  fifteen  and  wounded  about  sixty,  not  one-tenth  of  whom  had  taken  part 
in  the  attempt,  many  of  whom  were  ignorant  of  it  until  they  heard  the  guns. 

Deliberate  cold-blooded  murders  of  peaceable  men,  where  there  was  no  pre- 
tence that  they  were  breaking  any  prison  regulation,  were  very  frequent.  On 
October  16,  Lietttenant  Davie,  of  the  loSth  New  York  infantiy,  was  thus  shot 
dead  by  a  guard,  who  the  day  before  had  been  openly  swearing  that  he  woald 
"kill  some  damned  Yankee  yet."  November  6,  Lather  Coni-od,  of  the  45th 
Pennsylvania  infantry,  a  delirious  patient  from  one  of  the  hospitals,  was  simi- 
larly murdered.  November  30,  a  chimney  in  one  of  the  hospitals  fell  down, 
crushing  several  men  under  it.  Orders  were  immediately  given  to  the  guard  to 
let  no  one  approach  the  building,  on  the  pretext  that  there  might  be  another 
insui-rection.  Two  patients  from  that  hospital  had  not  heard  the  order,  and 
w^re  returning  to  their  quarters,  when  I  saw  a  sentinel  on  the  fence,  within, 
twenty  feet  of  them,  without  challenging  them,  raise  his  piece  and  fire,  killing 
one  and  wounding  the  other.  Major  Gee,  at  the  time,  was  standing  immediately 
beside  the  sentinel,  who  must  have  acted  under  his  direct  orders.  December 
16,  Moees  tjmitb,  of  7th  Maryland  (colored)  infantry,  while  standing  beside 
my  quarters,  searching  for  scraps  of  food  from  the  sweepings  of  the  cook-house, 
wMshot throngbthehead.  There wereverymanysimilarmurders,  Ineverkuew 
any  pretence,  even,  made  of  investigation  or  punishing  them.  Our  lives  were 
never  safe  for  one  moment;  any  sentinel,  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night,  could 
deliberately  shoot  down  any  prisoner,  or  into  any  group  of  prisoners,  black  or 
white,  and  he  would  not  even  be  taken  off  his  post  for  it. 

Nearly  every  week  an  officer  came  into  the  prison  to  recruit  for  the  rebel 
army.  Sometimes  he  offered  bounties ;  always  he  premised  good  clothing  and 
abundant  food.  Between  1,200  and  1,800  of  our  men  enlisted  in  two  months. 
I  was  repeatedly  asked  by  prisoners,  sometimes  with  tears  in  theii'  eyes, 
"  What  shall  I  do  ?  I  don't  want  to  staiTe  to  death.  I  am  growiog  weaker 
daily;  if  Istayhei-e  I  shallfollowmy  comrades  to  the  hospital  and  dead-house; 
if  I  enlist  I  may  live  until  I  can  escape." 

I  had  charge  of  the  clothing  left  by  the  dead,  and  reissued  it  to  tlie  living. 
I  distributed  articles  of  clothing  to  more  than  2.000  prisoners ;  but  when  1 
escaped  there  were  fully  500  without  a  shoe  or  a  stocking,  and  more  yet  with  no 
garment  above  the  waist  except  one  blouse  or  one  shirt.  Men  came  to  me  fre- 
quently upon  whom  the  rebels,  when  they  captured  them,  had  left  nothing  what- 
ever except  a  light  cotton  shirt  and  a  pair  of  light  ragged  cotton  pantaloons. 

Tlie  books  of  all  tlie  hospitals  were  kept,  and  the  daily  consolidated  reports 
made  up,  under  my  supervision.  Daring  the  two  months,  between,  October  18 
and  December  18,  the  average  number  of  prisoners  was  about  7,500.  The 
deaths  for  that  period  were  ftslly  1,500,  or  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  I 
brought  away  the  names  of  more  than  1,200  of  the  dead;  some  of  the  re- 
mainder were  never  reported  ;  the  others  I  could  not  procure  on  the  day  of  my 
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escape  without  exciting  suspicion.  As  tlie  men  grew  more  and  more  debilitated, 
the  percentage  of  deaths  increased.  I  left  about  6,500  remaining  in  the  gar- 
rison, December  18,  and  they  were  dying  thea  at  the  average  rate  of  3S  a  day, 
or  thirteen  per  cent,  a  month. 

The  simple  trath  is,  that  the  rebel  aathorities  are  murdering  our  soldiers  at 
Salisbuiy  by  cold  and  hunger,  while  they  might  easily  supply  them  with  ample 
food  and  fuel.  They  are  doing  this  systematically  and,  1  believe,  intention aliy, 
for  the  purpose  of  either  forcing  our  goverament  to  an  exchange  or  forcing  our 
prisoners  into  the  rebel  army. 

I  will  also,  with  the  consent  of  the  committee,  lay  before  them  a  sworn  affi- 
davit I  obtained  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  frara  one  of  the  prisoners  at  Salisbuiy, 
North  Carolina,  who  escaped  at  the  time  I  did.     It  is  as  follows  ; 

I  am  B  mariner  by  profession,  and  reside  at  Mystic  River,  Connecticnt :  was  master  of  the 
liark  Teiaua,  captuied  and  burned  by  the  rebels  near  the  mouth  of  the  Aliasissippi  nver  Jnne 
10,  1863!  was  confined  in  Eiuhmond,  Vii^nia,  nntil  the  20th  of  Jnly,  18ti4,  nhea  I  was 
sent  to  tlie  military  prison  at  Salisbury,  North  Carolina,  and  kept  there  nntil  my  escape  on 
the  18th  of  December  last.  Aiter  the  liansBir  of  prisoners  of  war  to  Salisbury  in  October 
last,  I  ming^lcd  with  them  constantly,  and  was  familiar  with  their  trentment  in  all  I'eepccl^ 
For  a  month  before  my  escape  I  was  ward-masler  of  one  of  the  largest  hospitala  in  the  priaon. 
The  prisoners  were  in  a  most  pidable  coudiUon.  They  ail,  without  exceptjan,  and  at  all 
times  snifei'ed  greatly  for  want  of  food,  the  most  of  them  for  the  want  of  clothing,  and  K 
large  portion  of  them  for  want  of  shelter.  Very  few  oat  of  the  whole  number  were  in  good 
hofJtli,  and  the  deaths  were  very  nnmeroas.  Mine  was  called  a  ward  for  convalescents ;  it 
usually  conlaioed  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  inmates ;  the  deaths  averaged 
fully  six  per  day,  and  sometimes  reached  ten  and  twelve.  Tho  sickness  and  mortality  were 
directly  traceable  to  hunger,  exposure,  and  cold.  I  can  ^ve  no  just  idea  in  this  brief  state- 
ment of  tire  horrors  of  the  prison  and  hospitals,  aad  the  general  treatment  of  the  pvieoners. 
It  is  barbarous  beyond  anything  I  ever  before  saw  or  heard  of.  I  believe  it  ie  the  deliberate 
"  of  the  rebel  authorities  to  leave  the  prisoners  no  altemaljye  between  freezing  and 
1  or  enlistment  in  the  retiel  atmy. 

THOMAS  E.  "WOLFE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  mo  this  17th  day  of  January,  1865. 

JOSEPH  CLEMENT, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Washington,  January  30,  1865. 

Mr.  tTuNius  Henri  Browne  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  chairman  : 

Question,  I  understand  that  you  were  a  prisoner  at  Salisbury,  North  Caro- 
lina, and  escaped  at  the  same  time  Mr.  Richardson,  who  has  just  testified,  made 
his  escape.  You  have  heard  his  testimony  j  will  you  state  whether  you  concur 
with  bim  in  what  he  has  stated,  and  also  give  such  additional  statements  as  you 
may  deem  necessary  1 

Answer.  I  concur  with  Mr.  Richardson  in  all  his  statements,  so  far  as  the 
facts  to  which  they  relate  came  to  my  knowledge.  In  addition  to  what  he 
has  said,  I  would  further  state  that  I  am  a  journalist  by  profession  ;  have  been 
since  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  an  army  correspondent  of  the  New  York 
Tribune ;  was  captured  in  that  capacity  in  the  middle  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
while  running  the  batteries  of  Vickshurg,  on  the  night  pf  May  3d,  1S63,  our 
expedition  having  been  destroyed  by  the  i-ebel  siege  guns.  I  was  held  prisoner 
some  twenty  months,  having  in  that  time  been  an  occupant  of  seven  southern 
prisons,  the  last  being  the  Salisbury,  North  Carolina,  penitentiary,  where  I  was 
kept,  with  my  co-laborer,  Albert  D.  Richardson,  for  almost  eleven  months,  making 
my  escape  therefrom  in  his  company  on  the  night  of  December  18,  1864. 

The  treatment  of  our  pi-isoners  was  bad  enough  everywhere,  but  it  was  so 
barbarous  and  inhuman  at  Salisbury  for  two  months  previous  to  my  escape  that 
I  regard  the  exposui'e  thereof  a  duty  I  owe  to  the  thousands  who  still  i-emain 
there.  Early  in  October  from  nine  to  ten  thousand  of  our  enlisted  men  were 
sent  to  Salisbury  from  Eichmond  and  other  points  ;  and  as  they  had  been 
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robbed  of  their  clothing  and  blankets,  and  received  very  little  food  or  shelter, 
the  mortality  among  them  became  almost  immediately  wideapread  and  alarming. 

Every  tenement  within  the  prison  limits  was  coavei-ted  into  a  hospital,  and  I 
offered  my  services  aa  medical  dispenser  and  assistant  to  the  rebel  surgeons.  I 
Boon  made  daily  visits  to  the  sick — who  6onld  not  obtain  admission  to  the  over- 
C'owded  hoapitaJs — lying  in  tents  on  thi  ground,  without  covering,  and  with 
very  scant  raiment,  and  living  in  holes  they  had  dug  in  the  earth,  or  under 
buildings  where  they  had  crept  for  protection  from  the  cold  raias,  the  snow,  and 
the  biting  winds,  and  performed  such  poor  service  as  lay  in  my  limited  power. 
Their  condition  waa  distressing  in  the  extreme.  They  bad  no  means  of  keeping 
warm  except  by  fires  of  very  green  wood  that  filled  the  rude  shelters  with 
bitter  smoke;  and  which,  added  to  tlie  carbonic  acidized  atmosphere  from  so 
many  breiitba,  and  the  emanations  from  nnwholeaome  and  unwashed  hodiea, 
packed  together  like  figa,  entirely  poisoned  the  air,  and  destroyed  the  health 
of  almost  all  who  inhaled  it. 

The  aickness  and  mortality  in  those  outside  quarters,  as  well  as  elsewhere, 
continually  increased,  and  the  marvel  was  that  any  one  survived.  Starved  and 
fceeaing,  with  hardly  water  enough  to  drink,  much  less  to  wash  their  persons, 
or  the  scant  clothes  they  wore,  the  poor  fellows  naturally  and  necessarily  de- 
spaired, and  not  a  few  of  them  were  anxious  to  die,  to  escape  from  the  slow 
torture  of  their  situation. 

I  had  the  best  means  of  knowing,  and  it  is  my  firmest  belief  that,  out  of  eight 
or  nine  thousand  prisoners  at  Salisbury,  there  were  not  at  any  time  five  hundred 
of  them  in  sound  health — an  opinion  in  which  all  the  rebel  surgeons  to  whom  I 
expressed  it  fully  coincided. 

The  deaths  during  the  last  two  months  I  passed  at  Salisbury  ranged  from 
twenty-five  to  forty-five  per  day;  diarrhtea,  dyseatecy,  catarrh,  pneumonia,  and 
typhoid  fever,  all  engendered  by  scarcity  ot  food,  shelter,  and  raiment,  being 
the  principal  diseases.  I  have  no  doubt,  if  the  prisoners  had  been  properly 
treated — as  prisoners  of  war  in  the  north  are,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and 
information,  treated — the  mortality  in  Salisbury  would  not  have  been  more  than 
one-eighth  of  what  it  was — a  view  in  which  the  rebel  sni'geons  with  whom  I 
talked  fully  concurred. 

The  capacity  of  the  ao-called  hospitals,  nine  in  number,  which  were  without 
any  of  the  comforts  or  concomitants  of  those  institutions,  was  not  to  the  fullest 
over  five  or  six  hundred  patients ;  and  the  number  of  prisoneis  who  ought  to 
have  been  inmatea  thereof  waa  at  least  aa  many  thousands.  The  hospitals 
merely  afforded  some  protection  from  the  cold  and  rain,  and  furnished  rather 
better  rations  than  wei-e  given  to  the  men  who  were  supposed  by  a  transparent 
fiction  to  be  in  good  health.  Hardly  any  one  would  go  to  the  hospitals  so  long 
as  he  conld  help  himself,  or  induce  any  one  to  help  him ;  the  daily  spectacle  of 
ghastly  and  hideous  corpses  going  therefi-om  to  the  dead-house  filling  all  be- 
holders with  horror,  and  inducing  the  soldiers  to  believe  that  all  who  entered 
those  filthy  and  pestiferous  tenements  were  doomed. 

The  prison  limits  at  Salisbury  revealed  a  scene  of  wretchedness,  squalor, 
despair,  and  suffering  such  as  I,  accustomed  as  I  am  to  army  life  and  the  hor- 
rors of  military  hospitals  and  hattle-iields,  had  never  before  witnessed.  The 
prison  antliorities—especially  after  the  massacre  attending  the  attempted  out- 
break of  November  25th — appeared  not  only  indifferent  to  the  miserable  condi- 
tion of  the  men,  but  to  be  actuated  by  a  brutality  and  malignity  towards  them 
that  I  could  not  reconcile  with  my  ideas  of  human  nature.  They  permitted 
the  guards  to  shoot  prisoners  whenever  they  pleased,  without  the  least  pretext 
or  explanation,  and  no  man's  life  waa  safe  for  a  day  or  an  hour.  The  air  was 
full  of  pain  and  pestilence,  and  all  the  horrors  of  imagined  hells  seemed  realized 
in  that  most  wretched  place,  of  which  I  shall  never  think  without  a  shudder 
and  an  augmented  faith  in  the  natm'ally  abhorrent  doctrine  of  total  depravity. 
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TREATMENT    OP    REBEL    I'RISONERS. 

PoixT  Lookout,  Mahvlamj,  April  li,  ISG.'i. 
Brigadier  General  James  Barnes  sworn  and  examined. 

By  Mr.  Gooch : 
Qnestion.  What  is  your  raok  and  position  in  the  army  t 
Answer.  Bn^adier  general  United  Statea  volunteers. 
Question.  What  ia  your  present  command,  and  how  long  have  yon  held  the 

Answer,  I  am  in  command  of  the  diatriet  of  St.  Mary's,  which  embraces  the 
county  of  St,  Mary's.  Maryland,  within  which  is  situated  the  militaiy  prison 
at  Point  Lookout,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Potomac  river  into  the  Chesapeake  hay, 
I  have  been  in  command  of  the  district  since  the  6th  of  July,  1864. 

Qnestion.  How  many  prisoners  are  tliere  now  in  the  camp  of  the  prisoners  of 
war  at  Point  Lookout,  Maryland  t 

Answer,  There  are  at  this  time  twenty-one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
five,  (21,S55,) 

Question,  What  has  been  the  greatest  numher  of  prisoners  in  the  camp,  and 
bow  many  have  they  averaged  during  your  command  t 

Answer.  The  present  number  is  the  largest  that  has  been  here  at  any  one 
time.  The  table  appended,  from  the  provost  marshal,  (mai'ked  A,)  exhibits  the 
average  number  each  month  since  the  establishment  of  this  post  as  a  depot  for 
the  prisoners  of  war,  in  July,  1863. 

Question,  Give  a  detailed  account  of  your  mode  of  subsisting  the  priaonera, 
including  their  daily  ration,  the  manner  in  which  they  are  sheltered,  their 
medical  tieatment,  the  average  mortality,  and  all  other  facts  pertaining  thereto, 

Answei'.  The  annexed  statement  of  Lieutenant  C.  H.Whittemore,  (marked  B,) 
acting  as  comtniasary  of  subsistence  for  the  prisoners  of  war,  presents,  in  detail, 
a  correct  account  of  the  mode  of  subsistence  of  the  prisoners  of  war,  and  the 
d^ly  rations  issued  to  them. 

The  accompanying  statement  of  Dr.  J.  H,  Thompson,  sui^on- in -chief  of  this 
district,  (maiked  0,)  exhibits  full  details  of  the  hospital  arrangements  provided 
for  the  prisoners  and  tbeir  medical  treatment,  the  average  mortality,  and  other 
facts  connected  with  the  subject. 

The  statement  marked  D,  presents  an  exhibit  by  the  provost  mai'shal, 
Major  Brady,  of  the  veteran  reserve  corps,  of  the  manner  in  which  the  prisoners 
are  sheltered,  the  means  provided  for  cleanliness  both  of  the  prisoners  and  camp, 
the  weekly  inspection,  and  the  general  arrangements  for  preserving  order  and 
the  necessary  discipline  required  for  their  government,  the  amount  of  clothing 
issued  to  the^priaoners  by  the  guvernmeut,  and  a  monthly  statement  of  the 
number  of  prisoners  in  the  camp,  and  all  essential  particulars  relating  thereto. 

It  will  he  seen  that  the  government  has  made  a  liberal  provision  for  Hie  health 
and  necessary  protection  of  the  prisoners. 

I  would  further  state  that  a  library  has  been  formed,  containing  about  eight 
hundred  (800)  volumes,  for  their  use  by  contribution.  A  school  has  been  held 
daily  by  aome  of  the  prisoners  qualified  to  teach,  and  there  may  be  seen  gi'own 
men,  some  learning  their  letters  and  studying  their  spelling-hook ;  some  study- 
ing the  elements  of  arithmetic  and  geography;  some,  more  advanced,  studying 
Iiatin,  Greek,  and  French.  Through  the  camp  may  be  seen  ingenious  maun- 
facturicg  of  fans  fiom  pine  wood,  chains  from  horse-hair,  gutta-percha  rings 
iidaid  neatly  with  gold  and  silver  ornaments,  and  all  these  things  are  permitted 
5  M  I 
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to  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  I'eceived  by  the  provost  marslial  for  the  benefit  of 
tlie  prisonerB  who  make  them.  Money  and  other  valuables,  as  watches,  &c., 
in  possession  of  the  prisonera  on  their  arrival  at  the  post,  are  placed  in  the  hands 
of  theprovoat  marshal,  and  recorded  in  his  books,  all  of  which  are  returned  to  them 
when  they  leave  the  post,  paroled  for  exchange;  or  if  transferred  to  another 
post,  a  schedule  of  their  private  property  is  made  out  and  the  property  trans- 
ferred with  the  prisoner. 

The  general  conduct  of  the  prisoners  lias  been  very  good ;  in  a  few  instances, 
perhaps  half  a  dozen,  the  punishment  of  a  ball  and  chain,  not  unusual  in  armies, 
has  been  awarded  for  a  brief  period  fur  attempting  to  escape,  but  these  have  been 

A  good  deal  of  labor  in  the  quartermaster's  and  commissary  department  at 
this  post  has  been  performed  by  the  prisoners,  and  also  work  on  the  forts. 
But  this  labor  is  always  voluntary  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner,  and  for  which  he  is 
invariably  compensated,  either  in  money  or  in  extra  rations  of  tobacco,  &c.,  as 
he  may  choose.     This  labor  is  sought  eagerly  by  the  prisoners. 

Very  rarely  has  any  complaint  of  any  ill  treatment  on  the  part  of  our  soldiers 
towards  the  prisoners  been  made.  I  cannot  at  this  time  recall  asinglo instance, 
if  I  may  except  a  few  cases  which  arose  between  them  and  some  of  the  colored 
troops,  but  even  with  them  nothing  of  any  moment. 

I  believe  I  have  answered  as  fully  as  necessary  the  questions  submitted  to  me. 
JAMES  BARKES, 
Brigadier  General,  ComTnanding  District  of  St.  Mary's,  Maryland. 
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Consolidated  report  of  prisoners  of  war  at  Point  Lookout,  Md.,  from,  the  date 
of  jirst  arrival  of  prisoners,  July  81,  1S63,  to  April  18,  1865,  inclMsive. 


Daiii. 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

M 

July  31    186^' 
August 
September 
Octjber 

DPceuil  ei 
JanaaiT  l'^b4 
Februarj 
Mard, 
Apil 

JUIlf. 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

JaEuar^    IPfcT 

Febroaiv 

JIaioh 

Tu  Apnl  IR 

136 
1,819 
3,909 
7,110 
8,867 
8.384 
7,739 
8,147 
6,146 
5,741 
12,027 
14,489 
9,993 
7,038 

lo|:«8 
10,376 
10,688 
10,704 
7  595 
7,ai5 
19,912 

1,691 
S,]S3 
i,676 
2,261 

237 

132 
6,876 
3,473 

358 
1,426 
1,603 

'717 
325 
1,272 
1,527 
3,737 
12,276 

3 

1 

3 

4 

687 

381 

SI  8 

217 

196 

250 

20 

7 

6 

431 

11 

27 

25 

36 

76 

9 

5 

3 
13 

"h' 
I 
2 
3 
1 
3 

"2 

1,018 

3,441 
5,013 
8,564 
8,697 
8,179 
7,994 
7,010 

81534 

12!  376 
7,530 
7,118 
9,465 
10,070 
10,516 
10,723 
9,271 
7,0^ 

433 
380 
93 
67 
22 
65 
21 
2 
651 
4,528 

'■'11 

414 
232 
24 
83 

'"'"562' 

"\',m>' 

246 

362 

4 

""'6%' 

2,878 

603 

'""556 
4,145 
3,230 

33 
119 
158 
1:58 
lae 

83 
43 
24 
105 
204 
211 

no 

11! 

52 
86 
161 
233 
175 
■    97 

51,277 

11,243 

15, IDl 

S,a74 

9,607 

50 

Totalin  prisoners' eatnp. 
Totalis  U.S.  gen'l  boa- 

19,912 

130 

J, 2)3 

Paroled  priaoners  from 

Grand  total  at  Pt.  Look- 

21,255 

Total  aTerage  of  prison- 
ers of  war,  fiom  July 
31,  1863,  to  April  18, 
1865,  incla'e— equiv- 
alent number  for  the 

8,253 

"  Date  of  fiii5t  arrival  of  prisoners. 

N.  B.  —The  average  in  the  last  column  is  obtained  by  taking  the  number  of  prisoners  each 

day  and  adding  the  whole  together,  and  dividing  the  number  rhua  obtained  by  the  number  of 

days  in  the  month :  the  noiiiber  of  prisoners  in  camp  is  therefore  equivalent  to  this  number 

through  the  whole  mouth. 

Headquartebs  Dist.  St.  Marv's, 

Provost  Maksbal's  Office, 

Point  LoolcoHt,  Md.,  April  19,  1865. 

A.  G.  BRADY, 

Major  V.  R.  C.  and  Provost  Marshal. 
Heauquaktrrs  St.  Mary's  Disthict, 

Office  A.  A.  General,  ApHl  19,  1865. 
Sworn  to  before  me.  ^~.  1 

c.  c.  piomL.ooQic 

Capt.  V.  R.  C,  A.  A.  A.  General,  Judge  Advocate.    t> 
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Special  Ordeb,  ?  Headquarters  St.  Mary's  Disthict, 

Ho.  ~.  I  Point  Lookout,  Md.,  Sept.  1,  1864. 

The  following  regulations  heretofore  eatablished  for  the  goveminent  of  the  camp  of  the 
prisonerB  of  war  are  republished  for  the  informatioH  of  all  concerned ; 

L  Hereafter  at  reveille  the  bugle  will  sound  in  front  of  the  sergeant  mBJor'B  quarters,  when 
the  several  detMls  for  general 'and  company  police  will  be  formed  xinder  their  respective  non- 
commissioned officers,  and  a  thorooeh  police  of  tlie  entire  camp  will  be  made. 

II.  The  acting  first  seiveact,  detmladfrom  the  prisoners  of  war,  willbennderthe  direction 
of  the  corporal  of  police  for  their  respective  divieionB,  and  will  give  spadal  attendon  to  their 
company  streets  and  qnartei's,  causing  all  filth  and  waste  water  to  tie  thrown  into  a  barrel 
kept  for  that  purpose,  and  emptied  every  morning,  and  oiiiener  if  necessary. 

III.  Breakfast  hour  will  beaten  o'clock  a.m.,  dinner  at  H  p.  m.,  which  will  be  announced 
by  the  Bonnd  of  the  bugle. 

IV.  There  will  be  two  stated  roll-calls  each  day;  that  of  the  enlisted  men  will  take  place  at 
reveille  anfl  retreat.  Each  company  will  fall  into  line  at  the  sound  of  the  bugle,  and  the  first 
sereeants  will  make  their  reports  to  the  sergeant  major  promptly.  Sergeant  E.  Young  will 
call  roll  in  the  officei's'  camp  at  7  a.  m.  and  5  p.  m.,  and  will  make  his  report  to  the  A.  P.  M. 
immediately. 

V.  No  prisoners  will  be  permitted  to  pass  above  the  lower  ends  of  the  kitchens  unless  em- 
ployed in  cook  and  mess  room,  except  to  tbeir  meals. 

VL  Every  company  and  division,  eoramenciiig  with  the  6rst  in  number,  will  be  kept  at 
their  maximum  number  of  one  hundred  and  one  thousand  men  each,  and  in  all  oases  when 
any  company  or  division  is  reduced  below  the  standai'd  by  sickness,  exchange  or  otherwise, 
they  shall  be  immediately  filled  by  men  from  the  last  division,  or  those  discharged  from  hos- 
pital, and  all  fiactional  companies  shall  be  provisioned  at  a  designated  cook-honse,  from 
which  all  extra  meals,  coffee,  and  rations  issued  to  other  than  pnsoners  will  be  supplied. 

VII.  Mess  and  cook  rooms  will  be  provided  for  one  thousand  and  fifteen  hundred  men 
each,  in  which  stoves,  cauldrons,  and  all  other  necessary  cooking  utensils  will  be  placed. 

VIII.  A  snfBeient  numberof  men  will  be  provided  from  the  prisoners  to  perform  toe  vai  ions 
duties  I'eqnired.  The  arrangement  for  the  present  will  be  as  follows :  Four  men  will  he 
assigned  to  the  duty  of  cooking  the  victuals,  ten  to  drawing  tbe  rations,  two  to  providing  the 
cooks  with  wood  and  water,  and  foul  to  attend  to  the  duties  in  the  mess-room.  This  will 
include  the  setting  of  the  tables,  cleSning  floor,  tables,  and  all  other  articles  used  in  mess- 

XK.  Each  room  will  be  under  the  superintendence  of  a  sergeant  from  among  tbe  prison- 
ers, who  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  faichful  performance  of  the  duties  assigned  to  his 
room,  and  will  be  requirM  to  report  any  neglect  of  duty  by  the  men  under  him  to  the  lieu- 
tenant in  charge  of  the  conunissary  department,  who  will  make  fre<iuent  inspections  of  tbe 
quarters. 

X.  The  prisoners  will  be  marched  to  and  fiom  the  mess-room  by  the  sergeants  in  char;^  of 
squads,  and  no  roan  being  absent  when  his  squad  is  called  to  meEds  will  be  allowed  to  fall  in 
witb  another  squad. 

XI.  Loud  talking  when  in  tbe  mess-room  will  be  strictly  forbidden,  and  it  will  be  the  duty 
of  the  serceonts  in  charge  of  cook  and  mess  rooms  to  see  that  no  unnecessaiy  waste  ismade, 
and  also  that  a  degree  of  cleanliness  is  observed.  Meal  calls  will  be  made  tea  minutes  before 
opening  the  mess-room  doors,  when  the  sergeants  in  ohaige  will  see  that  their  men  are  ready. 

XII.  The  sergeant  major  will  make  all  details  for  fatigue  duty  from  those  eating  at  the 
first  table  on  the  day  such  detail  is  called  for.  All  working  parties  will  be  formed  and 
marched  by  the  sergeant  in  charge  precisely  at  7|  a.  m.  to  the  main  entrance,  but  no  detail 
for  any  purpose  whatever  shall  be  allowed  to  leave  the  camp  without  a  sufficient  guaid  and 
the  written  authority  of  the  provost  marshal.  Neither  will  any  prisoner  be  permitted  to  visit 
the  Point  for  any  purpose  whai ever  without  special  permission  from  the  general  commanding. 
All  pei'sons  in  charge  of  detachments  from  the  csjnp  will  be  held  stiictly  responsible  for  their 
return  before  sunset,  when  the  gates  will  be  shut  and  no  one  allowed  to  pass  or  re-pass  except 
the  guards  and  officers  having  proper  authuiity. 

5III.  Prisoners  will  not  be  allowed  lo  hold  any  communication  whatever  with  the  guard 
or  any  individual  without  special  permission  from  the  provoxt  marshal,  and  no  letters  will 
pass  to  or  from  prisoners  e:![cept  through  the  proper  channels.  The  guard  and  patrol  will  not 
permit  any  prisoner  to  remain  outside  of  his  tent  after  dark  except  on  business  of  necessity. 

XIV.  A  police  sergeant  will  be  detailed  with  a  sufficient  nuniber  of  men  from  each  com- 
pany to  attend  to  the  constant  and  thorough  cleanliness  of  his  company  street  and  qnarlera. 
An  efficient  non-commissioned  officer  and  fifty  (5U)  men  wiU  be  permanently  detailed  as 
general  police,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  keep  scrupulously  clean  the  vicinity  of  the  kitchens 
and  parts  of  ihe  camp  not  occupied. 

XV.  Fires  and  lights  will  be  promptly  extinguished  and  all  loud  conversation  suspencled  in 
tlie  camp  of  enlisted  prisoners  at  taps ;  in  the  prison  camp  for  ofiicers,  lights  and  couversa- 
titm  will  be  permitted  one-half  hour  later. 
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XVI.  No  citizen,  enliated  man,  or  officer,  except  tboae  o 


headquarters,  will  be  permitted  to  walk  upon 
out  special  permission  from  the  provost  marshal. 
By  commaiid  of  Brigadier  General  James  Bam* 


(a.) 

^opjf  of  ike  weekly  inspection  report  of  the  provost  marshal  at  Point  Lookout, 
Maryland,  of  the  prisoners  of  war,  April  2,  1865.  Submitted  with  report 
of  the  provost  marshal, 

HBADftUARTERS  DISTRICT  OP  8t.  MARY'S, 

Point  Lookout,  Nd.,  April  2,  1S65. 
Siii ;  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  inspection  report  of  the  coudiUon  of  the 
prisoners  of  war  at  this  station  for  the  week  ending  April  3,  1865 : 
}.  Conclude— Good. 
3.  Cleanliness — Good. 

3.  Clothing— Fair. 

4.  Bedding — One  blanket  tu  each  man. 

5.  State  or  qaartera— Good. 

6.  State  of  mess-houses— Good. 

7.  State  of  kitchen— Clean  and  in  good  ocder. 

8.  Food,  qualHy  of— Good. 

9.  Food,  quantity  of — Ftur,  and  in  acMrdaneo  with  regulationB. 

10.  Watei^Qood, 

11.  Sinks — Clean  and  in  good  condition, 
13.  Police  of  grounds — Good, 

13.  Drainage — Fair. 

14.  Police  of  hospital — Good. 

15.  Attendance  of  sick — Good ;  there  are  358  attendants. 

16.  Hospital  diet — Good,  same  as  that  of  United  States  General  Hospital. 

17.  General  health  of  prisoners — Good. 

18.  Vigilance  of  guard— Gtood. 

Remarks  and  suggestions. 

There  were  received  dmring  the  week  (4,040)  fom'  tliousaad  and  forty  prisonei's  of  war  at 
this  station,  as  follows  : 

From  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  (163)  one  hundred  and  sixty-two ;  from  City  Point,  Va.,  (3,043) 
three  thousand  and  forty  three ;  from  WasbingtoQ,  D.  C,  (149) one  hundred  and  forty-nine; 
from  United  States  General  Hospital  at  this  post,  (130)  one  hundred  and  twenty ;  from  New- 
bem,N.C.,(566)fivehuBdr6dandsixly-six.  Tcansferredto"WashingtoQ,D.C.,(10)  ten  officers. 
Paroled  and  transfen'ed  to  Aikin'sLanding,  Va.,for  "exchange,"  (500)Svehundi'ed  prisoners 
of  war.  Released  upon  taking  the  oath,  (4)  four  prisoners.  The  average  rate  of  mortality 
for  the  week  was  (41)  four  and  one-seventh  per  day. 
Very  reapectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  BRADY, 
Major  and  Provost  MarsMl,  Inspecting  Officer, 
Brigadier  General  James  Barnes, 

Commanding  District  of  St.  Mary's. 

A  true  copy : 

M.  H.  CHURCH,  Captai'B  and  Assl.  Pro.  Mnrshal. 

Bemarlcs  by  con,mandi«g  officer. 

Respectfully  foiTvarded.     I  have  nothing  of  particular  importance  to  add  to  this  report, 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  commissary  general  of  prisoners. 
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HEADaOABTP-RS  DISTRICT  OF  St.  MaRY'S, 

Provost  Marshal's  OJke,  Point  Lookout,  Md.,  April  18, 1865. 
Statement  of  clothing  issued  by  the   United  States  to  prisoners  of  war  at  Point 
Lookout,  Md.,from  July^,  1864,  to  February  13, 1865,  since  which  time  the 
so-called  rebel  government  have  issued  supplies  of  clothing. 
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of  the  ulotMng  issued  to  ptisoneirs  of 

A.  G.  BEADY, 
MnjOT  V.  R.  C,  and  Pruvust  Marslud. 

HEAUttUAKTERS  OF  ST.  MARY'S  DISTKICT, 

Point  Lookout,  Md.,  Jpn/20,  1865. 


Office  op  A.  C.  i 


p  Prisoners  op  "War, 

Point  Loolamt,  Md.,  April  15,  1865, 

Genera!,:  I  liave  tha  honor  moat  rGspectfuHy  to  submit  the  following  staleoient  of  tie 
amount  of  rations  daily  issued  to  prisoners  of  war,  mode  of  issuing  the  same,  and  extra  rar 
iionB  allowed  prisoners  employed  on  public  works.  Prisoners  of  war,  in  accordance  witi 
General  Order  No.  1  of  Brigadier  General  H.  W.  Wessels,  commissaiy  eenaral  of  prisoners, 
dated  Wasliiugton,  January  13,  1865,  are  now  allowed  the  following  rations,  viz : 

Porli  or  bacon,  10  ounces,  (in  lieu  of  beef;)  salt  or  fi^sh  beef,  14  ouni^s;  flour  or  soft 
bread,  16  ounces;  htu^  bread,  10  ounces,  (in  lieu  of  fiour  or  soft  bread;)  com  meal,  16 
ounces,  (in  lien  of  flour  or  bread.) 

To  100  rations:  beans  or  peas,  12J pounds;  or  rice  or  hominy,  8  pounds;  soap,  2 pounds ; 
Tinegar,  S  qoarts ;  salt,  8  pounds ;  which  rations  are  of  the  same  quality  as  those  issued  ta 
the  United  States  troops,  and  are  drawn  by  the  aasistant  commissaij  of  snbBisteuce  of  prisou 
camp  from  the  post  commissary  ou  requisition  for  the  number  of  prisoners  in  camp,  and  re- 
issued to  each  mess-house  in  bulk,  there  to  be  cooked  iu  large  boilers  niade  for  the  purpose, 
and  served  oat  to  the  prisoners  thus.  Each  cook-houae— of  which  there  are  seven,  origi- 
nally intended  to  feed  one  thousand  men  per  diem,  being  able  to  accommodate  five  huEdred 
at  a  time — is  now  made  to  famish  food  for  two  thousand  and  upwards — is  under  the  charge 
of  two  sergeante,  one  to  superintend  the  cooking  of  (be  rations,  and  the  other  (both  are  pris- 
oners) the  serving  of  them  out.  The  camp  bdng  laid  off  in  divisions  of  a  thousand  men  each, 
it  is  so  arranged  that  each  coot-house,  as  far  as  practicable,  shall  feed  two  divisions  twice  a 
day,  and,  to  avoid  any  conliision,  each  division  furnishes  to  the  cook-house  where  it  gete  its 
food  ^aily  the  number  of  men  present,  which  must  agree  with  the  number  stated  on  the 
moming  the  leport  is  made  to  the  provost  marshal. 

Bread  is  dehvered  each  noon,  for  the  twenty-four  hours  succeeding,  to  the  sergeant  in 
charge  of  companies  of  one  hundred  men,  who  issue  it  to  the  men  they  have  in  charge.  Each 
day  at  dinner  the  prisoners  receive  a  large  cup  of  bean  or  pea  soup,  and  in  the  moming  re- 
ceive the  ration  of  beef  or  pork,  as  stated.  They  are  marched  np  IJy  companies  to  the  num- 
ber of  five  hundred  at  a  time  to  each  cook-house,  and  eat  the  rations  prepared  for  them  and 
set  on  long  tables,  out  of  tin  ware,  which  is  always  kept  clean  and  bnght. 

Kations  are  di'awn  from  the  post  eommissary  by  the  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence  of 
prison  camp  once  every  ten  days,  and  consist  usually  of  two  days' pork,  two  days'  fresh  beef, 
two  days'  salt  beef,  and  four  days'  salt  fish,  together  with  beans  or  peas,  salt,  vinegar,  and 
soap.  Occasionally,  by  order  of  the  general  commanding,  potatoes  are  drawn  and  issued  to 
the  prisoners  over  and  above  the  regular  ration.  Eations  are  issued  to  the  cook-houses  by 
the  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence  of  prison  camp  diuly,  and  for  the  exact  number  of  men 
reported  in  the  divisions  that  each  house  feeds.  It  requires  the  entire  forenoon  to  prenare 
llie  soup  issued  at  dinner,  and  as  it  is  necessary  to  corumence  cooking  thereat  for  u 
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day  immediately  after  dinner  has  been  served,  it  is  impossible,  for  want  of  timo,  to  furnisli 
more  tban  two  meala  daily. 

y  Every  care  Is  taken  to  keep  tbe  cook-lioasBS  perfBotly  clean  and  the  food  properly  eookfid 
and  aerved.  Once  each  week  the  provost  maTataal  inspects  the  houses,  and  the  medical  offi- 
cer of  the  day  inspects  the  food  daily.  The  assistant  commiasary  of  subsistence  of  prison  camp 
visits  each  house  daily,  and  is  stiict  in  seeing  that  food,  utensHs,  and  houses  are  kept  clean, 
acd  that  each  of  the  employes  attends  to  his  duty. 

Sugar  and  coffee  or  tea  are  issued  to  the  sick  or  wounded,  in  conformity  to  General  Order 
No.  1,  ahove  referred  to,  in  (he  manner  therein  specified. 
Prisoners  employed  on  public  works  are  allowed  the  foEowing  rations,  viz : 
Pork  or  bacon,  12  ounces,  (in  lieu  of  beef;)  salt  or  fresh  beef,  16  ounces;  fionr  or  soft 
"  1  lieu  of  floui  or  soft  bread;)  corn  meal,  18 

r  hominy,  10  pounds,  (in  lien  of  beans 

__  , , ,      ,,  _  ,. ,  ,„ ,)  7  pounds,  (in  lieu  of  ceffee;)  tea,  16 

ounces,  (in  lieu  of  coflee;)  sugar,  12  pounds;  vinegar,  a  quarts  ;  soap,  4  pounds;  salt,  3§ 
poands ;  which  they  receive  in  the  following  manner;  These  prLaonors  recwve  daily,  in  the 
same  way  that  other  prisoners  do  at  Ihe  cook-houees,  the  same  rations  that  are  issued  to  the 
bulk  of  the  prisoners,  and  once  evei7  ten  days  the  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence  of  the 
camp  issu^  to  the  sergeant  of  each  detailed  squad  tbe  difference  between  the  ration  ali'eady 
received  and  the  allowance  aa  above.  The  sergeants  in  chai^  of  details  then  divide  this 
surplus  equally  between  the  men  under  them.  There  are  about  one  thousand  men  employed 
on  public  works,  viz :  350  on  fortifications,  and  650  by  the  post  quartermaster. 

Soft  bread  is  almost  invariably  furnished ;  in  fact,  hard  bread  has  never  been  issued  except 
to  prisoners  arriving  at  this  depot  too  late  to  have  bread  baked  at  the  bakeiy  on  the  Point. 
In  all  instances  the  rations  are  &esh  and  good,  and  are  the  same  in  quality  as  those  issued  to 
the  United  States  troops.  Every  care  is  taken  to  have  the  rations  (and  they  aie)  fairly 
eerved  out,  and  especial  care  is  taken  to  have  them  properly  cooked  and  prepared.  Eatious 
are  now  issued  to  about  19,500  prisoners,  exclusive  of  those  in  hospitals. 
VeiT  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.H.WHITTEMORR, 
Lieateiiant  and  A.  C.  S.  of  Prisoners  of  War. 
Brrgadier  General  James  Barnes, 

Ciimd'g  District  of  St.  Mary's,  Point  Lookout,  Md. 

Hbadhuabters  District  op  St.  Mary's, 
Provost  Marshal's  OJice,  Point  Laokoid,  Md.,  April  20,  1865. 
Sworn  to  before  me  this  the  20th  day  of  April,  18ffii. 

A.  G.  BRADY,   , 
Major  and  Provost  Marsliul, 


List  of  articles  with  their  appropriate  numbers  composing  the  extra  diet. 

No.  No. 

1.  Tea,  15.  Beef  tea. 

a.  Coffee.  16.  Beefsteak. 

3.  Milk  toast.  17.  Soft-boiled  eggs. 

4.  Bread  and  butter.  13.  Steamed  potatoes. 

5.  Apple  sauce.  19.  Custard. 

6.  Farina.  20.  Soda  crackers. 

7.  Cora  starch.  31,  Milk. 

8.  Barley.  23.  lUce. 

9.  Vegetable  soup.  23.  Mackerel. 

10.  Baked  apples.  24.  Bread. 

11,  Molasses.  25.  Raw  Irish  potatoes. 
13.  White  sugar.  26.  Raw  onions. 

13.  Cocoa.  27.  Cheese. 

14.  Chicken  sonp.  29.  Sweet  potatoes. 

Gross  amount  of  articles  ■purchased,  from,  hospital  fund  for  extra  diet  from 

July,  1864,  to  March,  1865,  inclusive. 

Bntttr pounds..      6,087    Com  stacch dozen..  177 

CheBse pounds..       5,107     Macaroni pounds..        3,000 

Condensed  milk doaen..  276    VermieeEi pounds..       3,  UtX) 
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E^gs - dozeji..  a,976    Pearl  barley ponnds,.  9,^08 

Sudii  cia(;ksra baiTels-.          189    Onions .baiTols..  77 

Aiiplea barrels..            50  Turnips, and  other  vegt's.. barrels..  348 

Farina; pounda.-  1,782 

I  certify  that  tlie  above  la  a  tine  atatement,  compiled  from  the    montbly  statement  of 
boepital  limd  for  the  months  included  above. 

J.  H.  THOMPSON, 
Surgeon  U.  S.  Voiunlesrs,  in  charge. 


Prisoners'  Hospital, 

Paint  Lookout,  Md.,  April  15,  1865. 
General  ;  In  compliance  with  yonr  reqneat,  I  have  the  honor  to  anbmit  the  following 
report  ragardiiiB  the  medical  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war  under  your  command: 

The  camp  is  diTided  into  divisions  of  one  thousand  men  each ;  each  division  is  under  the 
charge  of  volunteer  medical  officers  from  among  the  prisoners,  whose  duty  it  is  to  treat  those 
sliglitly  sick  in  quarters,  and  report  all  serious  cases  to  the  United  States  medical  officers 
in  charge  of  all  the  divisions  of  camp,  for  examination  with  reference  to  theif  admission  into 
hospital. 

A  daily  sick  call  is  held  in  each  company,  the  same  as  in  regiments  of  our  own  troops. 
The  hospital  proper  consists  of  nine  large  wooden  wards,  each  ward  having  sixty  hospital 
beds,  complete. 

In  addition  to  these  wards  there  are  si?ty  hospital  tents,  floored,  and  with  beds. 
There  are  separate  and  detached  wards  for  measles,  erysipelas,   and  other  contagious 
diseases.     (Sea  accompanying  plan  "A*."}    The  hospital  for  small-pox  is  located  one  mile 
from  the  prisoners'  camp  and  nospital. 

Tho  medicines  drawn  for  use  of  the  prisoners  are  tlie  same  in  kind  and  quantilry  ea  issued 
to  our  own  troops  at  military  posts. 

The  diet  of  the  sick  is  the  same  as  in  United  States  general  hospitals  for  the  treatment  of 
our  own  sick.  The  savings  on  the  army  rations  constitute  the  hospital  fund,  and  is  expended 
the  same  as  in  other  hospitals,  in  the  purchase  of  articles  of  exira  diet  for  the  sick,  such  as 
butter,  cheese,  milk,  com  starch,  farina,  vermicelli,  macaroni,  soda  crackers,  eggs,  apples, 
onions,  and  snch  other  vegetables  as  the  market  affords  ■,  the  amount  thus  expended  from 
July,  iV&i,  to  March,  1865,  inclusive,  being  fourteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-eight 
dollarB  and  six  cents  ($14,448  06.)    (See  accompanying  iMt  and  abstract  "  B^."> 

Large  issues  of  clothing  have  been  made  to  prisoners  coming  to  the  hospital  in  a  destitute 
and  su&ering  condition. 

A  lai^  percentage  of  the  sick  treated  have  been  those  received  from. the  front  in  a  feeble 
condition,  or  coming  from  other  parts-  Especially  is  this  true  of  scurvy  and  diseases  of  scor- 
butic and  malarial  origin. 

Accompanying  this  report  (abstract  "  C^')  is  a  copy  of  the  general  summary  of  monthly 
report  of  sick  and  wounded,  with  a  tabular  list  of  the  most  common  diseases  and  deaths,  by 
which  it  will  be  seen  that,  with  an  average  of  nine  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
four  (9,374)  prisoners  per  month,  from  July,  1964,  to  March,  18M,  inclusive,  Iheie  were  one 
hundi-ed  and  forty -seven  deaths  monthly,  being  a  ratio  of  fifteen  and  seven-hundredths  per  one 
thousand  men.  From  September,  1863,  to  June,  1864,  inclusive,  with  an  averse  Of  sevea 
thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-one  (7,491)  prisoners  per  month,  there  were  sixty-two 
deaths  monthly,  being  a  ratio  of  eight  and  four-tenths  per  one  thousand  men. 

This,  I  tMnk,  will  be  r^aided  as  a  remarkably  light  percentage  of  deaths  under  the  most 
fiivorable  circumstances,  and  especially  ao  when  we  consider  the  debilitated  condition  in 
which  many  of  the  prisoners  are  when  recMved,  and  the  depressing  effects  of  long  imprison- 
ment, if  rendered  ever  so  light. 

The  prevailing  diseases  are  diarrhcea,  dysentery,  remittent,  intermittent,  and  typhoid 
fevers,  pneumonia  and  scnivy, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  THOMPSON, 
Surgeon   U.   S.    Volunleers,i<a  charge. 
Brigadier  General  J.  Barnes,  Commanding. 

Headq'rs  Dist.  St,  Mary's,  Provost  Marshal's  Office, 
foint  Lookout,  Md.,  April  20,  1865. 
Sworn  to  before  me  this  tho  30th  day  of  April,  1865. 
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D. 

Heaoq'bs  Dist.  St.  Mary's,  Provost  Marsitai.'s  Oi'firE, 

PoiM  Lookout,  Md.,  April  19,  Ifi^. 

General:  In  accordance  with  your  insttucflODS,  I  have  the  honor  to  leport  the  manner 
in  which  !he  piisoners  of  wai'  campe^i-e  conducted  at  this  post. 

The  prisoneis  are  divided  into  divisions  of  oua  thousand  each,  in  charge  of  a  non-com- 
misflioned  officer  detailed  for  that  purpose  from  regiments  doing  doty  at  this  post,  and  again 
divided  into  companies  of  one  bnndred  each,  in  chaige  of  a  non-commissioned  officer  selected 
from  the  prisoners,  who  are  held  responsihle  for  the  cleanliness  and  good  bebavior  of  the 
prisoners  under  their  charge.  On  the  arrival  of  prisonera,  tbey  are  required  to  deliver  to 
the  provost  marshal  for  safe-keeping  all  moneys  and  valuables  in  their  possaBsion.  Eacb 
package  is  marked  with  the  owner's  name,  rc^ment  and  company,  and  is  so  registered  and 
retnmed  to  them  when  leaving  for  exchange  or  discharge.  Of  tbe  available  currency  a  book 
is  furnished  them,  upon  whii±  they  are  allowed  to  purchase  from  the  sutler  snch  Brtides  as 
are  allowed  by  the  commissary  general  of  prisoners.  Any  money  sent  them  during  theit 
confinement  is  placed  to  their  creditin  the  same  manner.  Letters  are  allowed  to  be  written 
and  received  by  the  prisoners,  and  when  examined,  if  found  nnexeeplionable,  are  immedi- 
ately delivered.     They  are  allowed  to  receive  ' ■i-^-  r..-__3_   .i 

provost  marshal,"  such  articles  of  clothing  a 

proper  quality  and  color.  . 

The  prisoners  are  comfortably  quartered  in  SiHey  tents,  wedge  tants,  and  wooden  stmo- 
tnres  covered  by  shelter  tents.  The  camps  are  thoroughly  inspected  every  Sunday  moming, 
and  the  prisoneis  paraded  by  divisions,  each  mEin  with  his  blanket,  and  any  found  in  a  filthy 
condition  are  requu^d  to  hatha  and  wash  themselves  and  clothing  at  once.  For  this  purpose 
theyajij  allowed  free  access  to  the  shore  in  rear  of  the  camp  on  the  Chesapeake  bay.  Eeport 
of  the  above  inspection  is  made  weekly,  a  copy  of  one  of  which  (maiked  o)  is  herewith 
enclosed.  Tbe  camps  are  thoroughly  policed  daily,  and  the  sanitary  condition  is  fully  equal, 
if  not  snperior,  to  any  regiments  of  our  own  troops  in  the  field. 

I  transmit  heiewith  a  tabular  statement  of  prisoners  of  war  at  this  post  from  its  estahlish- 
ment,  July  31,  1863,  to  April  19,  1865,  marked  A. 

Very  respectrally,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  BRADY, 
Major  and  Provost  Marshal  in  charge  I'risoaers  of  War. 

Brigadier  General  James  Barnes, 

Comraanditig  District  St.  Mary's,  Point  Lookout,  Md. 

Headq'bs  Dist.  St,  Mart's, 

Sworn  to  before  me. 

Cajit.  V.  R.  C,  A.  . 


EXCHANGE  OF  PKISONEES. 
Teslijnony  of  Lieutenant  General  U.  S.  Grant. 

Wash[_notoX,  February  11,  1865. 
Lieutenant  General  U.  S.  Grant  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  chairman : 
Question.  It  is  stated,  upon  what  authority  I  do  not  know,  that  you  are 
chai-ged  entirely  with  the  exchange  of  prisoners. 

Answer.  That  is  correct ;  aod  what  is  more,  I  have  effected  an  arrangement 
for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  man  for  man  and  officer  for  oificer,  or  his  eouiv- 
alent,  according  to  the  old  cartel,  until  one  or  the  other  party  has  exhausted  the 
number  they  now  hold.  I  get  a  great  number  of  letters  daily  from  friends  of 
prisoners  in  the  south,  every  one  of  which  1  cause  to  be  answered,  telling  them 
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tHat  this  arrangpment  hm  been  matle,  and  that  I  suppose  exchanges  can  be 
made  at  the  rate  of  3,000  pei  week.  The  fact  ia,  that  I  do  not  believe  the  south 
can  deliver  our  prisoners  to  us  as  fast  as  that,  on  account  of  want  of  transporta- 
tion on  their  part.  But  just  as  fast  as  they  can  deliver  our  prisoners  to  us  i  will 
receive  them,  and  deliver  their  prisoners  to  them. 

Question.  There  is  no  impediment  in  the  way  1 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  will  talie  the  prisoners  as  fast  as  they  can  deliver  them. 
And  I  would  add,  that  after  I  have  caused  the  letters  to  be  answered,  I  refer 
the  letters  to  Colonel  Mulford,  the  commissioner  of  exchanges,  so  that  be  may 
effect  special  exchanges  in  those  cases  wherever  he  can  do  so.  The  Salisbury 
prisoners  will  be  coming'  right  on.  I  myself  saw  Colonel  Hatch,  the  assistant 
commissioner  of  exchanges  on  the  part  of  the  south,  and  he  told  me  that  the 
Saliabuiy  and  Danville  prisoners  would  be  coming  on  at  once.  He  said  that  he 
coald  bring  them  on  at  the  rate  of  5,000  or  6,000  a  week.  But  I  do  not  believe 
be  can  do  that.     Their  roads  are  now  taxed  to  their  utmost  capacity  for  military 

Eurposee,  and  are  becoming  less  and  less  efficient  every  day.  Many  of  the 
r!i^;cs  are  now  down.  I  merely  fixed,  as  a  matter  of  judgment,  that  3,000  a 
week  will  be  as  fast  as  tliey  can  deliver  them. 

Question.  The  fact  is,  that  there  is  no  impediment  now  in  the  way  except  the 
lack  of  transportation  1 

Answer.  Thai  is  all.  There  is  no  impediment  on  our  side.  I  could  deliver 
and  receive  every  one  of  them  in  a  very  short  time  if  they  will  deliver  those 
they  hold.     We  have  lost  some  two  weeks  lately  on  account  of  ice  in  the  river. 

Question.  It  has  been  said  that  we  refused  to  exchange  prisoners  because  we 
found  ours  starved,  diseased,  and  unserviceable  when  we  received  them,  and  did 
not  like  to  exchange  sound  men  for  such  men  1 

Answer.  There  never  has  been  any  such  reason  as  that.  That  has  been  a 
reason  for  making  exchanges.  I  will  confess  that  if  our  men  who  are  prisoners 
in  the  south  were  really  well  taken  care  of,  suffering  nothing  except  a  little  p^- 
vation  of  liberty,  then,  in  a  militaiy  point  of  view,  it  would  not  he  good  policy 
for  us  to  exchange,  because  every  man  they  get  back  is  foi-ced  right  into  the 
army  at  once,  while  that  is  not  the  case  with  om-  prisoners  when  we  receive 
them.  In  fact,  the  half  of  our  returned  prisoners  will  never  go  into  the  army 
again,  and  none  of  them  will  until  after  they  have  had  a  furlough  of  thirty  or 
sixty  days.  Still,  the  fact  of  their  suffering  as  they  do  is  a  reason  for  making 
this  exchange  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Question.  And  never  has  been  a  reason  for  not  making  the  exchange  ! 

Answer.  It  never  has.  Exchanges  having  been  suspended  by  reason  of  dis- 
agreement on  the  part  of  agents  of  exchange  on  both  sides  before  I  came  in 
command  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  and  it  then  being  near  the  opening 
of  the  spring  campaign,  I  did  not  deem  it  advisable  or  just  to  the  men  who  had 
to  fight  our  battles  to  re-enforce  the  enemy  with  thirty  or  forty  thousand  dis- 
ciplined troops  at  that  time.  An  immediate  resumption  of  exchanges  would 
have  had  that  effect  without  giving  us  corresponding  benefits.  The  suffering 
ssud  to  exist  among  our  prisoners  south  was  a  powerful  argument  against  the 
course  pursued,  and  I  so  felt  it. 
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IlEADtuJARTEES  Cavalry  Depot, 

St.  Louis,  Missouri.  Marc/t  3,  1864. 
Sir  :  Tonr  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  as  chahinaii  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Conduct  of  the  War,  has  just  reached  me  from  Cairo. 

I  will  prepare  at  once  a  statement  as  you  desire,  and  foi-wavd  it  in  two  or 
three  days.  I  will  endeavor  to  furnish  facte,  susceptible  of  proof,  without  any 
deductions  from  them  of  my  own;  and  I  believe  they  will  reveal  a  state  of  mis- 
management of  affairs,  both  civil  and  military,  ia  Arkansas,  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  our  country. 

I  am,  sir,  with  high  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DAVIDSON, 

Brigadier  General. 
Hon.  E.  F.  Wadb,  Vkited  Slates  Senate. 


HEAnaUARTEIVS  CAVALRY  DEPOT, 

.  Si.  LenU,  Mo.,  March  i,  1364. 

SIR:  In  reply  to  your  latter  of  tie  24th  Febmary  I  have  the  honor  to  eubmit  U>  the  com- 
mittee the  fulluwing  ^tateniont  of  facte  in  regard  to  the  adiiiinistration  of  tlie  affairs  of  the 
goveiimiont  in  Arkansas,  both  military  and  civil ;  Up  to  the  lOth  Fehmair,  1864,  the  army 
of  Aikansaa  bad  lain  at  Little  Kock  and  adjacent  poets  for  five  months,  within  fifh'  miles  of 
one  of  the  finest  navigable  rivers  of  the  west— the  White  river.  It  is  navjgable  all  the  year 
round  np  to  Ja^ikaonport.  There  is  a  railroad  c*nnesion  with  this  river  from  Little  Rock 
to  DavaJl's  Bluff;  and  alongside  of  the  railroad  exists  a  good  wagon  road,  which  a  few 
vy)»eks  of  labor  iu  laying  corduroy  imnaiitbj  places  would  bave  made  passable  all  the  winter; 
yot,  notwitiiatanding  tbis,  the  troops  of  the  Brmy  have  been  repeatedly  duriag  the  winter  on 
reduced  rations,  and  there  was  not  on  the  lUth  Febmary  more  than  twenty  ^ays'  subsistence 
on  band.  Twenty-five  hundred  horses,  as  the  requisitions  will  show,  have  died  and  been 
lost  to  the  service  of  the  government  for  Wie  waut  of  hay,  which  conld  have  been  easily 
transported  by  steamer  and  rail  onder  propa'  management.  The  raihoad  from  Dnvall's  hfuff 
to  Brownsville  was  taken  possession  of,  with  its  important  bridges,  on  the  S6tli  of  Au^st, 
1863,  and  on  the  lUiiiof  September  the  remaining  portion  of  the  road  to  Little  Rock  fell  into 
oui  hands,  with  some  considerable  amoimt  of  roLkng  slock  upon  it.  All  the  wants  of  the 
road  could  have  been  ascertained'  at  once,  a  conipetont  otficei  despatched  north  to  supply 
them,  and  the  road  put  in  proper  working  tilm  in  forty  days  afier  our  occupancy  of  LitUe 
Roc*. 

When  I  left  Little  Rock  I  was  informed  by  the  generals  of  the  infantry  divisiona  that  the 
horses  of  their  artillery  and  field  officers  were  in  too  poor  condition  to  move.  1  estimate  the 
loss  of  stock  to  the  government,  Irom  neglect  and  mismanagement,  at  over  half  a  million  of 
doilaiB.     Tills  is  a  sniall  estimate. 

Gieiieral  Steele's  encovtri^ement  of  boi'se-racing,  at  tbe  time  when  the  public  stock  was  in 
too  poor  eondition  to  be  used  and  needed  the  gi'ealest  cave,  was  demoralizing  in  a  high  de- 
gree to  the  tavaliy  arm  of  the  service  and  injurious  to  tie  public  animals.  My  chief  of  cav- 
alry, Major  John  W.  Noble,  3d  Iowa  cavalry,  iotbimBd  me  that  he  could  scarcely  get  a 
sq^uadron  of  one  regiment  t«  trot  in  line,  so  completely  bad  Uie  stock  been  spoiled  for  cavali; 
service.  I  issued  lepeated  orders  forbidding  snunals  to  be  taken  from  the  camp  except  on 
public  service,  and  that  horses  owned  by  soldiers  and  liiied  to  the  United  States  (some  regi- 
ments of  my  division  mounted  themselves)  weie  public  horses,  but  these  orders  did  but  litSle 
good  where  the  toumianding  general  was  one  of  the  most  piominent  individuals  at  the  race. 
It  was  a  irequent  occurrence  to  see  from  live  hundred  to  twenty-five  hundred  cavalry,  offi- 
cers, sqldiera,  teamsters,  and  Geoeral  Steele,  all  mixed  up  together  at  one  of  these  races,  and 
men  gambling  upon  their  blankets  spread  on  the  ginund  near  the  race-track  and  tiie  public 

General  Order  Sa.  109,  War  Department,  series  of  1863,  requiring  commanders  in  the 
field  to  take  in  the  rebellious  States  whatever  was  necessary  for  their  armies,  provided  it  was 
taken  in  an  orderly  manner,  was  not  obeyed  by  General  Steele.  Instead,  he  flooded  the 
country  with  saieguards  or  protection  papers  for  property  owned  alike  by  loyai  and  disloyal 

Eirsons.    I  have  known  forage  pai'tiea  of  my  division  to  have  to  travel  twenty  miles  from 
ittle  Rock  for  foi-age  to  get  out  of  the  circle  of  these  prelection  papers.     Some  ot  the  most 
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notod  secession  families  bad  them.  This  system  was  minons  to  the  cavalvr  service  pMtici 
lady.  Many  hoi'ses  talccn  under  this  order,  as  bod  been  the  practice  in  Mississippi  iind< 
Giant,  and  as  raeominended  by  the  general-in-chief,  were  ordered  to  be  retamed  to  their 


_ of  ueneral  Steele's  lo  retain  a  horse  captured  io  battle  by 

Lieutenant  T.  H.  Barnes,  1st  Iowa  cavalry,  and  purchased  trom  the  goveronient  after  an  ap- 
praisement of  its  value,  when  its  clamant  was  the  noied  rebel  Danley,  of  IJttle  Rock. 

Private  freight  haa  heen  repeatedly  passed  over  the  Little  Eock  railroad  to  the  esclnsion 
of  public  stores,  when  at  the  time  the  troops  were  living  on  reduced  rations.  On  one  occa- 
sion (some  time  in  the  month  of  January  I  think)  this  was  made  the  subject  of  serious  com- 
plaint by  Captain  W.  W.  Cantioe,  subsistence  department,  chief  commissary.  On  one  occa- 
sion when  Captain  Carr,  chief  quartermaster  of  the  army  of  Arkansas,  thought  he  was  to 
be  relieved  by  Captain  Swain,  of  the  quarteimasl«r's  depaitment,  he  paj^sed  private  freight 
for  individuals  for  three  days  iu  succession.  This  I  have  from  Colonel  J.  Richmond,  l!i6th 
Illinois  infantry,  commanding  post  at  Duvall's  Bluff.  Lieutenant  Wilson,  29th  Iowa  infen- 
try,  former  quartermaster  at  Duvall's  BlufF,  now  on  General  Samuel  Kce'a  staff,  is  good  evi- 
dence of  this  fact  and  other  facts  eoimected  with  the  mismanagement  of  this  rwliwid.  Colonel 
Richmond  infomied  rue  that  whei'e  the  return  of  one  month  showed  the  proceeds  of  the  road 
to  have  been  about  four  thousand  dollars,  it  had  really  amounted  to  about  filteen  thousand. 
Every  bale  of  cotton  that  goes  over  the  road  pays  ten  dollars  freight. 

On  one  occasion  a  ftag  of  truce  from  the  confederate  army,  horoe  by  a  Major  Rapsley,  I 
think  in  the  month  of  December,  was  brought  into  the  town  of  Little  Eock  and  entertained 
at  the  headquarters  of  the  .commanding  general,  instead  of  being  detaiued  outside  of  our 
lines.  This  Major  Rapsley  was  permitted  to  walk  about  the  town  of  Little  Rpck,  was  i  isited 
by  his  rebel  friends  of  the  city,  and  lionized,  to  the  disgust  of  every  loyal  officer  and  soldier 
of  the  army  who  saw  it. 

In  the  month  of  January  another  Sag  of  truce,  borne  by  Majors  Snead  and  Schomberff, 
adjutant  generals  respectively  to  Geneials  Price  and  Smith,  of  the  rebel  anny,  was  brought 
by  Colonel  F.  H.  Manter,  GSeneral  Steele's  chief  of  staff,  within  the  camp  of  the  1st  Missouri 
cavalry,  a  regiment  camped  about  tour  miles  from  Little  Rock,  and  ordered  to  be  entertained 
there.  This  created  a  great  feeling  of  dissatistaction  among  the  officers  and  men  of  that 
regiment.  Colonel  Manter  came  out  to  visit  them  and  got  drnnlt  with  them,  and  made  a 
public  and  disgraceful  exhibition  of  himself  before  the  officers  and  men  of  the  regiment. 
Secessionists,  both  male  and  female,  were  permitted  to  go  out  and  visit  them  and  hold  un- 
restricted intercourse  with  them.    This  flag  renwined  in  ttiat  camp  two  days. 

Major  Weatherspoon,  of  the  rebel  service,  who  was  captured  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cald- 
well, 3d  Iowa  cavalry,  was  sent  up  north  as  a  prisoner  of  war  some  time  in  January,  The 
day  he  left  the  miMary  pison  he  was  visited  by  the  secessionists  of  the  city  and  a  gala  day 
held  there.  When  he  reached  Duvall's  Bluff,  Genera]  Steele  ascertained  that  his  wife  had 
come  up  from  the  j'ebel  lines  to  visit  him.  He  telegmphed  to  Duvall's  Bluff  to  have  the 
Tii!LJor  sent  back  to  have  an  interview  with  his  wife.  He  was  brought  to  Little  Rock  and  an 
interview  had.  Mi's.  Weatherspoon  returned  south,  beaiing  with  hev  several  letteis  and 
pajikages,  fianked  at  General  Steele's  headquariers,  to  go  through  our  lines  unexamined. 
Mrs.  judge  English,  of  Little  Rock,  (whose  husband  was  chief  justice  of  Arkansas  under 
the  rebel  rule,  aod  then  at  Washington,  Arkansas, )  wrote  a  letter  to  the  judge  and  sent  it  to 
him  with  a  box  of  articles,  the  whole  unexamined  and  franked  at  General  Steele's  head- 

Juarters  to  go  through  our  lines.  This  was  taken  south  by  Mrs.  Major  Weatherspoon  also. 
1  several  instances  articles  of  clothing,  blowses,  high-top  boots,  &.<:.,  have  been  permitted 
at  Geneiut  Steele's  headquarters  to  go  direct  to  rebel  ofUcers. 

In  matry  instances  letters  from  parties  in  Little  Rock  to  parties  in  the  rebel  lines  have  been 
franhed  without  examination  at  Ueneral  Steele's  headquarters  and  permitted  to  go  through 

As  one  instance  of  the  general  negligeaoe  attending  public  business,  a  square  redoubt, 
which  is  the  only  defensive  work  at  Little  Rock,  and  abciut  iifly  yards  on  a  side,  ha^  been 
four  months  building,  and  not  a  platform  for  a  gun  was  erected  in  it  when  I  left.  This  work 
could  have  been  built  in  three  days  by  the  details  of  any  division  I  ever  saw  in  the  army  of 
the  P9tomac. 

There  are  no  defences  at  Duvall's  Bluff,  except  a  few  useless  rifle-pits.  It  is  our  great 
depot  of  supplies,  and  the  most  important  point  to  the  army  it  holds  in  Arkansas. 

On  the  Hch  of  September  I  made  the  following  report  to  Geuei'al  Steele; 


Colonel  F.  H.  ManteU,  Chief  of  Stafi 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  nigl 
tired  troops  of  my  division,  consisting  ol 
the  lOthand  13th  Illinois,  and  the  Istlndianacavah^,  and  Statiges  and  Clarksou's  batteriei , 
to  pursue  ihe  enemy,  and  placed  the  whole  under  commaud  of  Colonel  Lewis  Merrill,  I 
rci^ret  to  state  thai  the  expediliou  returned  .the  day  after  its  march  without  accomplishing 
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J.  W.  DAVIDSON,  Bri- 
Hon.  B.F.Wabe,  U.  8.  Senate, 

Chairman  Commiliee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War. 

Oar  attack  upon  Little  Kock  was  one  of  those  cases  in  which  n 
hotli  partiea  hav[ng  their  lines  of  retreat  free.  Our  object  was  the  destruction  of  Price's  army; 
the  mere  occupancy  of  Little  Bock  was  a  banen  victory ;  therefore  the  pursuit  sbonld  have 
done  the  principal  work.  To  abandon  the  pursuit  was  to  give  up  the  {ruits  of  our  Yictoir. 
Yet,  although  Colonel  Merrill  did  this — though  he  allowed  Price  s  army  to  escape,  and  the 
fact,  as  the  above  letter  shows,  wa^  duly  oommunicated  to  General  Steele,  he  took  no  notice 
of  tie  grave  error  coracnitted. 

General  Orders  Ho.  8(i,  department  of  the  Missouri,  series  of  1863,  requiring  returning 
rebels  not  only  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  but  to  give  bond,  with  approved  security,  for 
the  faithful  perfonnaoce  of  it,  and  to  reside  in  such  county  as  is  deeigtiBted  by  the  provost 
marshal,  was  not  can-ied  out  in  Arkansas.  The  only  requirement  was  the  taking  of  the  oath; 
in  some  instances  that  was  not  required.  In  one  or  two  instances  men  who  had  fought  our 
troops  but  a,  day  or  two  before  wete  mnstered  into  the  Arkansas  regiments.  I  have  no  doubt 
this  course  of  action  threw  many  guerillas  back  of  our  lines.  We  were  acting  at  this  time 
under  Ihe  generaj  orders  of  the  department  of  the  Missouri. 

Some  time  in  the  month  of  December,  1863, 1  think,  General  Steele  directed  me  to  have  one 
Miss  Sophie  Crease,  a  noted  rebel  woman,  paid  for  eighteen  head  of  cattle  which  she  churned 
had  been  taken  by  ofBcers  of  the  cavaby  division  tor  the  commissary  department  of  the 
division.  I  examined  the  matter  carefully,  and  found  from  the  reports  of  Lieutenant  William 
"White,  1st  Missouri  cavalry,  the  ofScer  charged  with  taking  the  cattle,  and  Captain  Charles 
H.  Thompson,  subsistence  department,  that  tbe  cattle  had  not  been  taken  by  the  one  nor 
received  by  the  other.  I  so  informed  General  Steele.  A  few  days  afterwards  he  came  down 
to  my  office,  saying  in  an  angry  tone,  "'By  God,  sir,  the  cavalry  division  gives  me  more 
trouble  than  all  the  rest  of  the  aimys  I  have  been  trying  for  ten  days  to  get  Misa  Sophie 
Crease  paid  for  her  cattle,  and  can't  do  it."  After  repeating  to  General  Steele  the  fact  that 
they  ba^  not  been  raceivod  by  my  cemmissary  depaitment.  Tasked  him  if  he  slJll  ordered  her 
piud;  he  replied  that  that  was  his  order,  and  I  sat  down  and  directed  Captain  Thompson,  my 
coujinissary  of  subsistence,  to  pay  her. 

The  vouchers  of  Captain  Charles  H.  Thompson,  a  bonded  commissary  of  the  subsistence 
department,  will  show  that  this  rebel  was  paid  in  treasury  notes  for  eighteen  head  of  cattle 
that  he.  Captain  Thompson,  never  receiveo.  This  rebel  lived  twenty-five  miles  outside  of 
Little  Eock,  and  was  in  thebabit  of  passing  in  and  out  of  our  lines  at  will  almost  daily.  In 
the  month  of  January  General  Steele  came  to  my  quarfei's  one  morning,  and  in  a  very 
excited  manner  siud  tl^t  "Miss  Sophie  Create  had  been  insulted  by  one  of  the  ofScers  of  my 
division.  Captain  Mills,  of  the  1st  Missouri  cavahy ;  that  he  intended  to  get  her  statement, 
send  it  to  the  Secietary  of  War,  and  have  him,  Captiun  Mills,  mustered  out  of  the  service." 
I  asked  him  to  suspend  action  until  this  officer's  statement  could  be  heavd.  Knowing 
Captain  Mills  to  be  a  faithful  officer,  I  sent  for  him  and  directed  him  to  furnish  me*his  state- 
ment of  the  matter,  together  with  such  other  evidence  as  he  might  have  bad  at  hand.  I  never 
saw  an  ofScei'  so  shocked  as  he  was  when  I  informed  him  of  the  summary  acdon  about  to  be 
taken  against  him  on  a  rebel's  word.  He  tenished  me  with  his  own  affidavit,  and  those  of 
several  non-commissioned  ofBj^ra  who  were  with  him  on  the  forage  party  ordered  to  Sophie 
Crease's  house.     Sufarfrom  having  insulted  this  rebel,  she  herself  was  abusive  in  her  language 


towards  the  "Yankees."  These  affidavits  were  sworn  before  t. 
,  and  I  sent  them  by  the  hands  of  my  adjutant  general  to 
e  this  officer  from  his  difficulty.     General  Steele's  reply  was,  "By  God,  sir,  I  had 

-       "■'■■-  -1  the  or 


division,  and  I  sent  them  by  the  hands  of  my  adjutant  general  to  G 
extricate  this  officer  from  his  difficulty.  General  Steele's  reply  w 
rather  take  Sophie  Crease's  word  than  the  affidavits  of  all  the  officers  and  a 


there.  I  have  known  that  woman  just  long  enough  to  know  that  she  won't  lie."  To  show 
the  criminal  negligence  and  blindness  which  prevailed  at  headquarters,  on  oce  occasion  I 
was  yisi^ng  my  outposts  in  company  with  some  members  of  my  sta^I  think  in  the  month 
of  January,  IS^,  and  in  passing  h:om  one  outpost  lo  another,  becoming  lost  in  tbe  woods,  I 
found  a  Jartoughed  rebel  toldier  at  a  house  three  (3)  miles  outside  of  oui  extreme  line  of 
videttee  with  a  pass  in  his  pocket  irom  Geneial  Steele's  headquarters  to  pass  in  and  out  of 
our  lines  at  will  tor  thirty  days.  Thisman  was  just  wbati  state  him  to  be,  e,farluii,ghcd  rebel 
mldier,  not  a  rebel  who  had  surrendered  himself  and  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance.  The 
officers  present  with  me  at  the  time  of  this  discovery  were  Captain  A.  S.  Bnmjws,  let  Mis- 
souri cavalry.  First  Lieutenant  James  E,  Gray,  7th  Missouri  cavalry,  and  First  Lieutenant 
G.  K.  McGunnegle,  jr.,  1st  Wisconsin  cavaliy. 

Mr.  Burgevin,  of  Little  Rock,  a  rebel,  formerly  adjutant  general  of  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
the  man  who  tore  down  the  United  States  flag  over  the  United  States  arsenal  at  Little  Rock, 
was  permitted  to  sell  his  property  in  Little  Kock  in  tbe  month  of  October,  1863,  said  property 
being  by  the  acts  of  Congress  confiscated  to  tbe  United  Stales,  and  realize  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  in  United  Stales  currency,  and  having  done  this,  allowed  to  go  south  under  a  pass 
from  Major  General  Steele.    It  was  ascertained  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  H.  C,  Caldwell,  com- 
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umnding  the  post  of  Benton,  Ai'kauaas,  that  eaid  Bui'gevin  had  passed  through  our  lines 
with  a  million  of  dollars  ia  confederate  bonds  and  scrip  upon  his  person.  General  Steele 
ict^ned  upon  his  staff  certBin  officers  in  high  positions  who  were  obnosious  to  the  timking 
portion  of  Ms  general  officers,  and,  ivith  few  eseeptioQE,  to  his  colonels,  for  their  profligacy, 
orunkenneBs,  imheoility,  disgraceful  behavior,  and  neglect  of  daty.  These  officers  were,  his 
chief  of  staff,  Colonel  F,  H.  Mantec,  3M  Missouri  infantiy,  who  did  not  belong  to  anv  Mo- 
ment of  General  Steve's  command,  and  his  adjutant  general,  Lieulenant  George  0.  Sokalsfci, 
2d  United  States  cavalrj",  and  his  provost  marshal  general.  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  L.  Chan- 
dler, 7th  MissouTi  cavalry.  General  Steele  has  been  repeatedly  ndTJaed  of  tho  injury  these 
men  were  doing  to  him,  the  army,  and  the  countiy. 

In  a  conveTEation  which  I  had  with  him  on  one  occasion  he  said  to  me  that  his  relations  with 
ant  Sokalslri  were  of  such  a  character  ibat  he  conld  not  dismiss  bim.  I  have  told 
n  and  often  fbat  bis  staff  were  a  millstone  around  his  neck,  clogging  the  business  of 
the  anny,  I  think  Colonel  Manter  injured  the  re-enlistment  of  the  veterans  of  that  army. 
In  October  before  I  left  for  St.  Louis  Siaior  William  Thompson,  1st  Iowa  cavalry,  inspector 
of  division,  had  prepared  an  address  to  the  1st  Iowa  caval^,  codifying  the  War  Department 
orders  upon  the  subject  of  veterans,  and  urging  them  to  re-enlist.  It  was  issued  in  circulars 
and  publisbed  in  the  Little  Rock  Democrat.  This  address  bad  been  submitted  to  me,  and 
was  snbstanlaally  correct.  On  my  return  from  St.  Louis  about  the  ISth  of  November  I  found 
that  the  ^itor  of  the  Little  Rock  Democrathad  in  an  editorial  commented  upon  this  address, 
pronouncing  it  erroneous  in  some  respects ;  that  the  time  had  passed  by  for  the  men  to.be 
called  veterans,  &c,  I  sent  for  the  editor,  and  he  informed  me  that  he  got  his  Information 
from  Colonel  Maiil«r,  who  antboriaed  hi"!  to  put  it  in  the  paper.  Colonel  Manter  told 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Marks  and  Dr.  Davis,  of  the  ISth  Illinois  infantry,  that  the  order  of  the 
War  Department  concerning  veterans  was  a  ridiculous  one,  aod  they  had  not  made  up  their 
minds  yet  how  to  act.  This  was  in  response  to  some  inquiries  of  those  gentlemen  in 
regard  to  the  terms  upon  which  their  regiments  could  be  re-enlisted. 

Some  etaioments  made  to  me  by  Colonel  J.  Eichmond,  126th  Illinois  infantry,  with  regard 
to  an  indorsement  made  by  Colonel  Manter  upon  a  letter  of  Bailey  Thompson's,  left  the  im- 
preBsion upon  my  mind,  and  snch  an  impression  also  eiistedin  the  mind  of  Colonel  Richmond, 
that  the  name  of  this  Bailey  Thompson  had  been  used  in  certain  cotton  transactions  without 
Lis  authority,  by  Colonel  Manter. 

A  rebel  bearing  the  name  of  Merricit,  who  informed  my  adjutant  general  that  he  had  heen 
a  colonel  in  the  confederate  service,  and  his  last  service  with  that  armj  having:  been  as  a 
clerk  in  the  commissary  department,  came  into  our  lines  and  remained  in  the  city  of  Little 
Rock,  and  was  employed  as  a  clerk  in  the  Treasuiy  Department  under  the  eyes  and  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  military  auttiorities.  He  sat  daily  in  that  office,  under  ^ay,  in  a  rebel 
uniform,  for  two  weeks,  without  having  taken  the  oath  of  alle^anee,  undl  the  storm  of 
public  opinion  forced  the  authorities  to  administer  it  to  him.  On  his  first  arrival  in  the 
city  Colonel  Merrick  was  brought  into  my  office  by  the  outposts  on  his  way  to  General 
Steele's,  and  upon  being  interrogated  as  to  his  motives  in  returning  to  Little  Rock,  stated 
distinctly  that  he  liad  simply  retuitied  in  order  to  be  with  his  family  and  provide  for  their 
comfort,  and  that  be  did  not  wish  to  tike  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  govern- 

Gweral  Steele  has  not  only  retained  in  office,  but  promoted  to  the  positions  successively  of 
provost  marshal  general  of  the  nvmy  of  Arkansas,  and  of  the  department  of  Arkansas,  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Chandler,  7th  Missouri  cavalry,  an  officer  who  has  been  guilty  of  the  follow- 
ing named  acts :  A  form  of  voucher  had  been  established  by  the  subsistence  department 
in  the  west  to  be  used  by  officers  of  that  department  in  the  districts  in  rebellion.  It  is  not 
always  in  these  districts  easy  to  distinguish  friends  from  foes;  hence  tins  form,  while  it  effect- 
ually, under  proper  caie,  excluded  the  rebel  from  payment,  secured  to  the  loyal  man  bis 
claim  upon  the  government.  These  vouchers  were  also  issued  in  conformity  with  the  design 
of  General  Orders  No,  109,  from  the  War  Department,  aeries  of  1862. 

In  the  cases  of  Henry  Keatfs,  M.  H.  Badgett,  R.  Fletcher,  and  D.  Lewis,  vouchers  of  this 
character  were  issued  by  my  authority  as  a  division  commander,  having  the  words  "  done  by 
order  of  Brigadier  General  Davidson, "  parficulai'^  used,  and  signed  by  my  division  com- 
missary, Captain  Charles  H.  Thompson,  a  bonded  officer  of  the  subsistence  department.  In 
all  these  cases  Lieutenant  Colonel  Chandler  ei'ased  himself  the  words  "payable,  upon  proof 
of  loyalty,  at  the  end  of  the  rebellion,"  thus  altering  the  character  and  intent  of  these  vouch- 
ors over  Captmn  Thompson's  signature,  and  certified  upon  the  ba^s  of  the  vouchers  tb&t 
the  parties  were  loyal.  In  the  case  of  Mr.  E.  Eletcher,  whose  voucher  bore  this  alteration 
and  a  certificate  that  he  was  a  loyal  man,  I  ascertained  in  the  presence  of  these  witnesses, 
Judge  Murphy,  Colonel  Fishback,  and  IJieutenant  Montgomery  of  my  staff,  that  Mr.  Fletcher 
never  had  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  ;  that  it  was  not  reqnired  of  bim 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Chandlei',  the  provost  marshal;  that  be  was  unwilling  then  and  now 
to  take  it;  that  he  was  a  "  Union  as  tt  v>as"  man,  and  was  not  prepared  to  sustain  any  of 
the  acts  of  Congress  or  the  proclamation  of  the  Fi'esident  with  reference  to  slaves.  I  hold 
that  in  this  case  the  ernsws  and  alterations  upon  the  face  of  the  voucher  and  the  certificate 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Chandler  upon  the  back  of  it  made  it  fraudulent,  and  would,  if  not 
examined  by  me,  have  sceitred  payment  from  tbc  governjiieut  to  one  wliose  property  was  by 
6   M 


C~.oc>^lc 


82  MISCELLANEOUS. 

law  confietate  to  that  government.  In  the  case  of  Andrew  McAllister  voncherB  were  issued 
by  order  of  Brigaflier  General  Kimball,  commandingadiTision,  andsipTiedbyblsnsBistatitcom 
missaryof  anbsiatence.  Theaame  erasures  Weie  made  in  these  Touchers  by  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Cbandler  and  his  certificate  of  the  loyalty  of  tbe  partjes  placed  upon  their  back.  The 
TOucbera  snst^ning  theae  statements  are  in  my  hands,  as  also  letters  of  Captain  Cau' 
tine,  Bubsistence  depai'tment,  Brigadier  General  Nathan  Kimball,  United  States  volnnteei's, 
sBd  Captain  Cbarlea  H.  Thompson,  subsistence  department. 

On  tbe  19th  of  September,  1863.  this  provost  marsbal  paroled  a  prisoner  of  war  who  did 
not  take  tbe  oath  of  alliance  to  the  United  States — this  in  violation  of  General  Orders 
f(o.  B6,  department  of  the  Missouii,  series  of  1863,  and  tbe  practice  of  our  aruiiea.  This 
aian  was  arrested  by  me  at  Che  outposts  of  the  army  about  the  ]  st  of  December,  lKi3.  He 
iad  been  living,  between  these  two  times,  twenty  miles  fiom  Little  Eoeli,  on  the  ground  in- 
le^^mediate  between  the  out  posts  of  the  United  States  aud  rebel  armies.  Hia  name  was 
Dodd,  belonged  to  Captain  Miller's  independent  company,  never  mustered  into  the  aerrice  of 
nor  paid  by  Uie  so-calied  Confederate  Stales — in  short,  a  guerilla. 

Major  John  W.  Noble,  3d  Iowa  cavalry,  and  Captain  J.  Baird,  1st  Missouri  cavalry,  were 
with  me  at  the  time  of  this  arrest  and  cognizant  of  all  tbe  facts  herein  stated. 

This  provost  marshal.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Chandler,  has  stated  to  Mrs.  General  Fagan, 
now  residing  in  Little  Kock,  tbe  wife  of  Bcigadier  General  Fagan,  of  the  rebel  army,  that  tbe 
government  of  the  United  States  would  he  ioi'ced  to  pay  her,  at  the  end  of  the  rebellion,  for 
^e  property  taken  by  the  United  States  troops  tiom  her  plantai.ion.  This  information  ia  de- 
riTOd  from  a  letter  written  by  3Hrs.  Fagan  to  the  person  in  charge  of  her  plantation,  and  which 
was  captured  in  a  mail,  (md  read  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Caldwell,  3d  Iowa  cavalry,  and  Sur- 
geon J,  E.  Lynch,  Ist  Migaouri  cavalry. 

The  provost  marshal.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Chandler,  had  repeatedly  franked,  and  permitted 
to  be  conveyed  through  the  lines  of  the  army,  letters  from  rebels  in  the  city  of  Little  Bock 
"  ~  rebels  within  the  enemy'a  lines.     In  some  instances  theae  letters  have  been  so  franked  and 


conveyed  through  our  lines  without  any  examination  by  hiin  of  their  contents,  thus  giving 
comfort  to  the  enemy.  Sui^eon  James  C.  Whitehill,. medical  department.  United  States  vol- 
unteers, is  a  witness  to  the  hist-mentioned  fact. 

,  Tbe  provost  marsbal,  Colonel  Chandler,  did,  in  the  month  of  September,  release  from  im- 
prisonment, and  permit  topass  through  our  lines,  a  prisoner  of  war,  without  due  exchange,  or 
authority  for  the  same.  The  evidence  of  this  fact  is  furnished  bytheafHdavit  of  apersonwho 
heard  the  agreement  made  between  the  provoat  marshal  and  the  prisoner's  wife,  and  knows 
the  release  and  aubsequent  escape  of  the  prisoner.  I  held  this  affidavit  in  my  hands.  The 
officer  to  whom  thia  statement  was  first  made  is  Assistant  Snigeon  Lothrop,  of  ]  at  Iowa  cavalry. 

Complaints  of  the  allevations  of  the  vouchers  referred  to  were  made  to  General  Steele  by 
General  Kimball  and  myself.  The  reply  I  got  was  that  Colonel  Chandler  was  guilty  of  a 
"misapprehension  of  power  and  propriety,"  yet  this  officer  was  promoted  to  a  higher  position 
immediately  by  Geneial  Sleele.  Many  of  the  other  facts  herein  stated  were  made  known  by 
me  in  conversation  to  General  Steele.  After  all  thia,  tbia  officer  was  aguin  promoted  to  another 
higher  position,  the  provost  marshal  generalship  of  the  department  ot  Arkansas. 

It  was  a  matter  of  common  remark  in  the  army  that  a  better  provost  marshal  for  the  rebels 
than  Lieutenant  Colonel  Chandler  couldn't  be  ^tten  out  of  Price's  aiiny. 

There  was  a  general  negligence,  and  inaptitude,  and  distaste  for  public  business  displayed 
at  General  Steele's  headquOTters.  The  file  of  general  orders  of  the  army  of  Arkanaaa  for 
five  months  will  show  that  there  was  not  one  mind  at  headquarters  tliat  grasped  tbe  command 
of  the  army,  or  the  luagiutude  of  the  enterprise  before  ns.  The  whole  aim  seemed  to  bo 
pleasure — dogs,  horses,  drives,  dinners,  women. 

I  never  saw  a  drill  or  an  inspection  of  troops  OJ 
during  the  five  months  I  was  with  the  army.  1 1 
visited  a  post  oir  a  line  of  communication. 

After  our  enti'y  into  Little  Eook,  on  the  10th  of  September,  1863,  I  was  appointed  by  Gen- 
eral Steele  the  commander  of  the  dty  and  its  vitiuity.  About  two  days  thereailer  I 
called  on  General  Steele,  aaking  hira  to  let  me  publish  to  the  people  the  confiscation  act  of 
Congress  and  the  President's  emancipation  proclamation,  in  oider  that  these  people  might 
see  the  light  in  which  they  stood  towards  a  government  which  they  had  offended.  His  reply 
was,  substantially,  that  be  did  not  wish  it  done ;  it  would  be  annoying  to  these  people.  Gen- 
eral Steele,  Colonel  Manter,  and  Captain  Seammon,  of  General  Steele's  staff,  have  been  heard 
by  Doctor  James  C.  Whitehill,  United  States  volunteei'a,  medical  director,  army  of  Arkansas, 
to  denoHmce  the  President's  emancipation  proclamation.  I  myself  have  heaid  General  Steele 
say  that  he  did  not  believe  the  confiscation  act  would  ever  be  enforced. 

A  copperhead  newspaper,  called  the  National  Democrat,  edited  by  one  Doctor  Meador, 
who  had  been  a  snrgeon  in  the  rebel  army,  was  fostered  at  General  Bleele'a  headquarters. 
Doctor  E.  D.  Ayrea  and  Colonel  William  M.  Ksbback  can  ^ve  a  great  deal  of  testimony 
npon  this  subject.  It  is  believed  that  Colonel  Manter  wrote  a  great  many  of  lihe  articles  for 
it.  Doctor  Meador  has  been  frequently  heard  to  say,  with  an  air  that  no  words  can  describe, 
that  his  views  were  indorsed  by  nead quarters  ;  that  he  was  the  exponent  of  the  views  of  head- 
quarters. I  and  Doctor  Kiiltivood  have  told  General  Steele  more  than  once  of  the  injury 
Ibis  man  was  doing  to  him  in  the  army,  and  among  the  truly  loyal  men  of  Arkansas,  and  to 
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13  only  a  pimp  for 
_ J...  :er3,  and  still  ton- 
tinned  to  publish  hla  peatiferons  aititles,  and  to  iinnovmce  his  paj)ei-  as  the  oigan  of  the  raili- 
twy  authorideB.  Now  in  order  to  tinderstand  tlie  harm  done  by  this  paper  and  by  this  man, 
Bomo  aeconnt  of  the  political  state  of  Arkansas  must  be  giyen.  The  govemuient  of  Arkan- 
sas, jast  before  the  rebellion,  was  au  oligarchy.  The  Johnson  clique  manufactured  public 
opiniOD,  and  controlled  it.  'Wbofi  ive  entered  Arkansus  soma  few  of  that  clique  were  stilL 
lefL  Around  them  rallied  the  rich,  the  Bertrands.  the  Tnckera,  cotton  speculators,  and  those 
lihat  held  a  remnant  of  pro-slaver?  doctrines,  and  Meador  aad  his  newapaper,  and  Steele  aud 
llie  before-mentioned  members  of  his  staff.  Theae  calleiJ  themselves  "the  betterclass."  There 
was  another  cluss  in  Arkansas,  the  miiidle  claaa,  the  poor  men  of  the  State — nieu  who  were 
CO  All  the  confederate  ranks — men  who  had  been  hunted  like  game  throngh  the  bills  of  Arkan- 
sas by  coQKcriptors,  "  Mountidn  Feda,"  refngees — men  in  whose  boaoms  die  fires  of  loyalty  had 
bnmed  throughout  the  whole  rebellion — men  who  were  willing  to  have  theState  comeback  into 
^llQTTT.i^^n■^^.^T,  qnTri^^^vrtD  r.T<n^f^e,A  k,r  1-^.^ " ^ ^^^ ' ' Istratlon ,  SO  it  but  camc  back.     1  Will  not  caU' 

J, ,  ..or  apply  any  party  phrase  to  them.   They  were 

n  accord  with  those  of  their  government,  u  the  old  oak  at  Hartford  that 


preserved  the  Magna  Charta  is  yet  regarded  with  veneration,  how  much  more  should  have  been 
ihoseloyal  breasts  which  had  preserved  theirfealty  to  their  government!  Tbesearethemenwho 
are  to  fill,  and  are  now  filling,  our  ranks  in  that  Slate,  who  can  shontder  the  musket,  and  who 
can  till  the  soil.  These  men  had  no  rallying  point,  no  newspaper  to  express  their  views. 
Eeaolutions  passed  by  Union  meetings  held  by  this  class  of  men,  sound  in  principle  and  infie- 
— "■   -  '    ■'  ■ Asetof  n     ■   ■" 


;o  the  government,  were  refused  publicaOon  in  Meador's  paper, 
introduced  at  a  public  meeting  on  the  night  of  the  24th  of  December,  under  canvas,  by 
Doctor  Meador,  which  contained  a  laudatory  resolution  .concerning  General  Steele,  with 
a  lot  of  copperhead  resolutions  appended,  having  been  objected  to  by  a  member  of  that  meel>- 
ing,  the  reply  of  Dr.  Meador  was,  "They  are  indorsed  by  Colonel  Mauler."    I  saw  an  order 

i'ost  before  I  lell  Little  Rock  to  divide  ^  palionage  of  the  government  in  public  printing 
letween  Meador's  paper  and  the  unconditional  Union  newspaper;  all  the  printing  having 
previously  been  given  to  the  nnconditional  Union  paper,  except  that  from  Qener^  Steele's 
headquarters,  which  was  given  to  Header,  It  is  my  firm  belief  that  had  the  uucondttion^ 
Union  party — a  party  that  was  in  accord  with  the  views  of  the  government — been  met 
with  open  arms  by  our  military  authorities,  there  would  have  been  but  one  party  in  Arkansas 
to-day,  and  the  State  been  back  in  the  Union  more  than  a  month  a^.  Instead  of  this  the 
principal  advisers  at  army  headquarters  were  C.  P.  Bertrand,  Dr.  Meador,  and  Colonel  F. 
H.  Manter.  No  words  of  mine  can  present  this  matter  to  your  committee  as  it  actually  ex- 
isted. Judge  Murphy  General  E.  W.  Ganett,  Dr.  B.  D.  Ayrea,  Colonel  W.  M.  Fishback, 
Judge  Warner,  Dr.  John  Kirkwood,  Colonel  J.  M.  Johnson,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  H.  C. 
-Caldwell,  3d  Iowa  cavahy,  can  give  you  an  idea  o!  this  matter  as  they  saw  it.  Colonel  j. 
M.  Johnson,  who  ia  now  in  Washington  claiming  a  seat  in  Congress  Irom  Arkansas,  aaw, 
n  the  very  few  days  that  he  was  at  Little  Eock,  that  Steele  was  simounded  oy  a  set  of  poii- 
tiaans,  who  were  endeavoring  to  use  him  tor  party  purposes ;  and  that  he  was  either  in  ac- 
cord with  them,  or  else  bad  not  the  capacity  to  see  through  their  designs.  So  thoroughly 
heart-sick  had  I  become  with  the  conduct  of  affairs  that  about  the  dose  of  November  I 

auietly  gave  up  the  command  of  the  city.  There  is  a  move  making  now  in  Arkansas  to  get 
le  Arkansas  troops  sent  out  of  the  State.  Those  who  have  fattened  under  confederate  and 
federal  rule  alike  dread  the  future  if  these  troops  remain  in  the  State. 


I  want  your  committee  to  distinctly  understand  that  it  was  talked  of  among  the  army  and 
the  truly  loyal  men  of  Arkansas,  and  believed  by  them,  that  it  was  better  to  be  a  rebel  than 
one  who  had  been  and  was  loyal,  in  order  to  get  out  favor  at  army  headquarters.  Calvin 
C.  Blias,  named  for  lieutenant  goveinoi  ot  the  btate  of  Arkansas  by  the  convention  of  Jan- 
nary  last,  can  give  a  good  deal  ot  e^  idence  upon  th  s  point  He  told  me  distinctly,  before  I 
left  Little  Bock  that  there  was  not  a  Union  man  viho  felt  tliat  he  had  any  sympathy  at 
army  headquarter 

About  the  first  of  Decembei  I  wiote  the  folloning  letter  to  the  Hon.  S.  H.  Boyd.  M.C. 
from  Missouri 

"I  wrote  a  letter  ot  introduction  to  you  foi  Mi  E  W  Gault  of  Arkansas.  He  is  a  re- 
claimed rebel,  and  I  hope  3  on  will  do  all  loi  him  you  can  He  desirea  the  good  of  Arkansas, 
and  is  sound  not  only  on  the  emancipation  pioclamation,  but  on  the  whole  question,  and  de- 
sires a  convention  ot  the  State  to  repeal  the  slavery  clause  in  the  constitution  of  Arkansas. 
You  will  find  he  is  a  man  of  talent,  and  acts  with  that  great  party  which  proclaims  and  will 
have  universal  emancipation.  Gault  stands  high  with  the  President,  I  am  informed,  for  the 
course  he  has  taken,  and  will  tell  you  all  about  the  conciliatoTg  poiicy  here  which  up  to  this 
hour,  ninety  days  after  we  took  possession  of  Little  Eock,  has  not  reelaimed  one  rebel,  and 
is  disheartening  to  tlie  really  Union  men  of  this  State,  and  disgusting  to  this  whole  army. 
All  the  stories  you  see  in  the  Chicago  Times  about  secessionists  coming  in  and  laying  down 
their  arms  and  their  pr^udieea  are  ^eer  lies.  Those  who  came  in  were  always  Union  men ; 
not  made  so  by  any  conciliatory  policy,  but,  having  been  hunted  like  game  through  the  hills 
of  Arkansas,  are  coming  in  because  they  fonnd  a  rallying  point — a  federal  army.  Not  one 
rebel  in  Little  Eock  has  come  forward  nnp  renewed  hs  allegiance  to  his  government,  and  no 
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pQlic7  could  make  tLem  do  it,  but  It  miikes  tliem  onlj  moie  obatmate  in  tlieic 
ioH  may  lelj  on  what  I  writ*  yon  as  facta.  The  Union,  men  ot  Arkansas  are 
'  nucooditional  Uuion  men,'  and,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  in  favor  ot  expungmg  the  per- 
petual slavery  clause,  or  any  other  slavery  danee,  from  the  State  constitution  Yon  can  nse 
my  name  for  these  facts  whenever  you  please,  for  Oiey  are  vouched  toi  by  Ganlt,  Judge 
Isaac  Mnrphy,  and  other  thorough  men,  and  my  own  observation  " 

This  letter  was  not  intended  for  pubHcation.  It  was  written  to  Mi  Boyd  in  his  capadty 
as  a  legislator,  and,  when  he  used  the  ^ts,to  ^ve  me  i^  authority  for  it  Itvias,  neverthe- 
less, published  by  him  in  the  Missouri  Democrat  of  the  5th  of  January,  1364.  On  the  lltb 
of  February  I  was  relieved  fiom  duty  in  the  department  of  Arkansas,  on  General  Steele's  ap- 
plication, as  I  am  privately,  but  none  the  leas  correctly,  informed,  and  on  the  same  day  saw 
in  the  columns  of  the  Missouri  Democrat  of  February  4,  J864,  the  following  letter; 
"  Head  QUARTERS  Army  op  Akkabsas, 

"Little  Rack,  January  17,  1864. 
"Hon.  S.  H.  Boyd,  M.  C: 
"Dear  Sir.:  Tba  Missoui 
letter,  or  an  extract  from  a  letter,  addressed  t 

I  write  to  inform  yon  that  certain  statements  tl  ■  p 

policy,'  are  false.     If  General  Davidson  is  the  anthoT  of  this  letter,  he  has  proved  himself  ai 
ungrateful  scoundrel.     '  You  can  use  my  name  for  these  facta  whenever  you  please. ' 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"FRE'K  STEELE,  Major  General." 

Now,  I  desire  you  to  understand  that  I  never  learned  from  Genei-al  Steele  by  any  mes- 
sage, letter,  or  interview,  that  he  found  any  fault  with  my  letler.  That  the  letter  of^his  to 
Hon.  S.  H.  Boyd,  published  above,  was  the  first  intimation  I  ever  had  from  him  that  he 
found  fault  with  my  letter,  (except  camp  reports, )  and  that  reached  me,  as  I  said  before,  b^ 
way  of  Washington  dty,  tweuty-five  days  after  ha  saw  "■"  1"*'=-  '"  *'">  "-""v  t  ion,To  ,<- 
to  your  committee  to  judge  the  act  liins  committed  by  ai 
general  officers. 

The  '  'Articles  of  War "  forbid  the  sending  of  a  challenge ;  yet,  while  they  do  this,  llie 

■vemment  constilutea  itself  in  some  sense  the  custodian  of  an  officer's  honor.     It  remains 

r  me  to  see  whether  that  pledge  will  he  kept.  Par.  230,  Army  Begulations,  is  iu  these 
■words:  *  '  "And  all  publications  relative  to  transactions  between  officers  of  a  private  or 
personal  natnre,  whether  newspaper  or  handbill,  ace  strictly  prohibited." 

True  to  my  principle,  that  the  cause  which  I  had  espoused  was  above  all  party  or  personal 
conaiderarion,  I  forbore  any  assault  upon  General  Steele,  because  he  was  at  that  distance  the 
representative  of  my  government;  I  forbore  to  make  any  proteat  against  my  removal  from 
a  command  that  I  had  formed  and  that  regarded  me  with  aSoction ;  I  forbore  IX)  send  letters 
and  a  telegram  from  the  provisional  governor  of  the  Stale,  which  will  appear  below.  I  com- 
plied with  ray  orders  to  report  at  Cairo,  and  from  that  place  the  following  telegraphic  corre- 
spondence occurred : 

Cairo,  February  26, 1884. 
President  United  States,  Washingion  .- 

I  desire  to  come  tu  Washington ;  I  have  facts  to  lay  before  the  Judge  Advocate  General  j 
I  have  been  relieved  of  a  command  I  had  formed,  and  no  reason  assigned  made  known  to 
me.  I  have  to  send  the  following  telegram  from  Governor  Murphy;  f  did  not  send  it  from 
Little  Eock,  because  I  did  not  wish  to  add  to  your  anxiety  about  the  discord  there: 

Little  Eock,  Ark.,  February  15,  1864. 
To  A.  LracoLN,  President  United  States  : 

Brigadier  General  Davidson  is  a  true  man  and  soldier;  a  patriot  in  whom  the  uncondi- 
tional Union  men  of  Arkansfia  trust  with  unlimited  confidence.  Any  action  against  him 
will  be  ngaiuBt  the  Uuion  clyuiBut  here  aud  against  your  Own  policy,  'fhis  an  investigation 
will  show. 

ISAAC  MtJEPHT, 
Provisional  Governor  of  Arkansas. 

I  cannot  do  duty  with  honor  until  this  question  of  the  insult  put  upon  me  by  General 
Steele  bo  investigated. 

With  high  respect, 


Washington,  Fehraars  97,  1864. 
To  General  Davidson,  Cairo: 

Whether  you  shall  come  to  Washington  I  must  submit  to  the  general-in-chief. 


ff 
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To  Brigadier  Gensi-al  Davidson,  Cairo  : 

Your  application  to  the  President  to  come  to  Washington,  not  sent  tlirongli  proper  chanuols, 
is  not  sranfetl. 

H.  W.  HAIXECK, 

General-iH-Chief. 
On  tho  8tli  of  February  the  Preaideut  tele^aphed  Judge  Murphy,  who  had  been  elected 
proviaional  governor  of  Arkansas  by  the  convention  which  lu^Bembled  in  January,  that  he 
yielded  his  plan  to  the  plan  of  the  convention,  (this  chaiigeiS  the  day  of  election  of  State 
ofBcera  from  the  28th  of  March  to  J  4th  of  Marwi;)  that  General  Steele  was  to  aid  Judge 
Murphy  all  in  hia  power,  and  to  show  this  tel^ram  to  him,  (General  Steele.)  Yet  why,  after 
IS  General  Steele's  address  to  the  people  of  Arkansas  delayed  until  the  29th  February, 

n  election  that  was  to  come  off       ''     '"'     '' '"    -'  '     ''■-*- -  '-  -'-■-  "----  "--■- 

■e  now  two  candidates  for  the  j 
Murphy,  the  people's  candidate,  the  u 
men  who  will  shoulder  the  musket  am 
through  persecution,  to  their  govemioent ;  the  other,  Mr.  A.  C.  Rogers,  around  whom  the 
"better  class,"  those  who  have  fattened  alike  under  confederate  andfederiil  rule,  will  ding. 
I  hare  endeavored  thus  far  to  give  your  committee  only  facta  which  I  can  substantiate  by 
my  own  IflStimony  and  that  of  other  inlelllEent  officers  and  citizens.  I  will  now  give  you 
■  "0  statements,  of  the  truth  of  which  I  am  morally  convinced  in  my  own  mind.     "■ 


f  the  pro' 
y  of  Ark 


be  had,  wai  devdop  the  fact.  Colon^  Kichmond,  126th  Illinois  infantry,  told  me  that  he 
had  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  one  Marshall  (o  one  Price,  saying  that  his  permit  from  the  provost 
marshal  to  ship  goods  was  all  right;  but  there  was  onemore  thingnecessaiv,  and  that  was  (o 
grease  the  hands  of  the  authorities.  I  believe  the  whole  move  of  getOng  boats  ap  the  Ar- 
kansas to  be  an  arrangement  gotten  up  by  the  cotton  speculators.  This  river  is  not  our  true 
line  of  communication.  It  is  parallel  to  the  enemy's  front,  and  is  in  reach,  all  along  it,  of  the 
enemy's  artillery.  The  true  line  of  communication  is  the  Whit«  river  and  its  connecting 
railroad.  But  there  are  several  thousand  bales  of  cotton  near  Fine  Bluff  to  go  out  of  the 
Arkansas !  Capt^n  Grace,  of  the  United  States  gunboat  Fawn,  of  the  fleet  stationed  at 
the  mouth  of  the  White  river,  told  me  that  one  man  alone  had  offered  him  a  thousand  dollars 
to  aid  in  getting  the  gunboal^  up  the  Arkansas.  I  think  much  information  can  be  gotten 
&om  Commodore  Ph^ps,  Capt^u  Pritchard,  and  Captain  Grace  on  this  subject 

I  am  informed  by  Dr.  Samuel  Whitehom,  former  assistant  surgeon  of  the  5th  Kansas  cav- 
alry, that  Colonel  Clayton,  General  Steele's  commander  at  Fine  Bluff,  and  Mr.  Rogers  and 
Mr.  Snow,  of  Pine  Bluff,  were  in  partnership  in  cotton  speculations;  that  Colonel  Clayton 
allowed  Scalers  and  Snow  to  seize  and  sell  the  cotton  of  rebels  in  that  vicinity,  and  that  none 
of  the  money  obtained  for  this  cotton  was  paid  over  to  the  government.  I  am  informed  by 
several  officers  that  about  the  same  state  of  affairs  existed  at  Pine  Bluff  as  at  Little  Bock ; 
that  rebels  bad  protection  papers  for  their  property,  forage,  &c.,  and  that  articles  of  clothing 
were  permitted  to  pass  through  the  lines  south; 

Captain  Canline,  commissary  of  subsistence,  is  my  Informant  of  the  latter  fact.  In  addi- 
Ijon  to  the  witnesses  specially  named  thronghont  these  pages,  I  desire  to  add  the  following, 
whom  it  would  be  weD  for  the  committee  to  call ;  Brigadier  General  Hatlian  Kimball,  U. 
S.  volunteers ;  Brigadier  General  Samuel  A.  Bice,  U.  S.  volunteers ;  Brigadier  General  John 
M.  Thayer,  U.  S.  volunteers ;  Brigadier  General  C.  C.  Andrews,  TJ.  S.  volunteers ;  Lieuten- 
ant H.  0.  CaldweO,  3d  Iowa  cavalry ;  General  E.  W.  Ganett,  of  ArkansEis ;  Major  William 
Thompson,  1st  Iowa  cavalry;  Division  Inspector  Judge  Warner,  of  Little  Rock;  Judge 
Touley,  of  Little  Eock ;  Colonel  A.  Cammings,  19th  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  superintendent 
of  colored  recruiting  service  for  Arkansas.  Major  Noble,  3d  Iowa  cavalry,  is  with  me 
in  this  city,  and  can  be  summoned  at  the  same  time  I  am. 

I  must  not  forget  to  mention  here  that  Colonel  J.  M.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  informed  me 
that  at  Fort  Smith,  and  all  along  the  road  from  Little  Bock  to  Fort  Smith,  the  policy  pursued 
by  General  Steele  was  different  from  the  policy  pursued  by  the  commanders  at  Fort  Smith, 
auder  the  orders  of  the  department  of  the  Missouri  and  the  policy  of  the  administration. 
I  am  constrained  to  say  here  that  General  Steele  forgot  the  public  good  in  his  efforts  to  attain 
popularity. 

I  ask  of  your  committee  that  the  names  of  the  officers  that  I  have  given  above  may  not 
he  published  until  after  they  shall  have  given  their  own  testimony,  as  fiiey  are  most  of  them 
now  serving  under  General  Steele's  command. 

It  may  be  asked  how  I  came  to  write  the  Boyd  letter,  and  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the 
pohtics  of  Ai'kansas.  I  have  not  been  able  yet  in  this  war  to  separate  fighting  the  rebel 
armies  and  fighting  the  cause  which  keeps  them  in  the  field.  It  is  forced  into  my  mind  by 
every  lorward  step  I  have  taken,  yet  I  never  attended  a  political  meeting  in  Little  Rock, 
much  Ics  made  a  Bpooci.  at  one  of  them,  though  other  officers  of  the  army  have  repeatedly 
done  hO  there.     But,  as  the  generiil  «oiiimaiidiag  the  city,  thrown  in  direct  contact  with  it 
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